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the  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Ralstin)  Hall. 
Mrs.  Craw’s  grandfather  Hall  was  a hatter  by 
trade,  and  on  one  of  his  expeditions  after  furs  it 
is  presumed  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  as  he 
never  returned.  After  his  death  the  mother 
bound  out  her  two  children,  of  whom  one  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Craw,  to  families  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  people  who  took  the  sister  moved  away  from 
the  State,  and  the  two  were  separated  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Craw's  father  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling first  in  Richland  county,  afterward  living  in 
Hancock  county,  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
Findlay,  and  finally,  in  the  fall  of  1843,  taking 
up  his  residence  in  Wood  county.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  but  later  in  life  turned  his 
attention  to  farming.  He  died  in  Bowling  Green, 
February  3,  1883,  when  about  eighty  years  of 
age.  His  wife  died  in  Plain  township,  in  1863. 
Their  family  consisted  of  four  children,  namely: 
Olivia,  who  was  married  December  12,  1850,  to 
F.  E.  Meaglev,  and  lives  in  Middleton  township. 
Wood  county;  John  R.  was  married  April  26, 
1833,  to  L.  R.  Gregory,  and  lives  in  Bowling 
Green;  Ann,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  her  twin 
sister,  Jane,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  Findlay 
w'hen  seven  years  old;  Juliett,  born  July  0,  1836, 
was  married  August  16,  1851,  to  John  T.  Sweet 
(deceased),  and  lives  in  Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject  first  settled  on  a farm  in  Plain 
township,  where  he  owned  120  acres  of  land. 
This  he  cleared  up  and  improved,  adding  to  it  at 
various  times  until  he  had  three  hundred  acres  in 
one  tract.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming 
until  his  removal,  on  Thanksgiving  day,  1882,  to 
Bowling  Green.  He  stiil  owns  160  acres  of  this 
land,  which  he  rents  out.  and  is  also  the  owner 
of  four  city  lots.  When  Mr.  Craw  first  settled 
in  this  county  everything  was  in  a primitive  state, 
and  he  has  been  a witness  of,  and  an  important 
factor  in,  its  growth  and  development.  Among 
his  early  recollections  are  those  of  the  school  he 
attended  in  his  boyhood  days,  which  was  in  an 
old  log  school  house  in  the  Webb  settlement, 
Ridgefield  township,  Huron  county.  He  still  has 
in  his  possession,  and  in  a good  state  of  preserva- 
tion, the  old  Elementary  Speller  and  English 
Reader,  which  were  the  text  books  in  those  days, 
the  latter  of  which  was  given  to  him  April  3, 
[836.  These  antiquated  volumes,  with  their 
coarse  paper  and  coarse  wood  cuts,  are  a real 
curiosity  in  these  days  of  handsome  printing  and 
illustrations. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craw  returned  from  their 
wedding  tour  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  all  he  had 
was  fifty  cents  in  cash;  but,  as  they  both  say.  they 


! were  willing  to  work.  The  following  children 
have  blessed  their  union:  Laura  Jane,  born  Feb- 
i ruary  25,  1854,  died  March  15.  1861;  Prudence 
i D.,  born  October  4,  1 S 5 5 , married  Herbert  L 
j Denman,  and  has  one  child,  Blanche;  John  B., 
born  May  1,  1857,  married  Miss  Ada  Bcardmar., 

| and  lives  on  his  father’s  farm  (they  have  four 
j children,  Lorin,  Iva,  Howard  andCressa);  George 
S..  born  May  23,  i860,  married  Anna  Loomis, 
j and  has  one  child,  Roland;  Hiram  O.,  born  Feb- 
i ruary  3,  1862,  died  January  6,  1885;  Ira  Lemon, 
born  December  1,  1863,  married  Mazie  Whet- 
l stone,  and  has  two  children,  Eva  and  Haze!  A.: 
j.  and  two  younger  children  who  died  in  infanev. 
j Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
j Adventist  Church  for  some  thirty-eight  years,  and 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  Church  work.  He 
j is  a man  of  high  moral  character,  and  holds  an 
honored  place  in  the  community.  Mr.  Craw  has 
been  a leader  in  local  affairs,  and  has  held  some 
responsible  offices.  He  was  supervisor  of  his 
township  for  six  years,  was  constable  for  two  years, 
and  assistant  postmaster  at  Lovett’s  Grove  for 
fifteen  years,  afterward  being  appointed  postmas- 
| ter  and  serving  two  years,  when  the  post  office 
i was  discontinued.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  he 
j saw'  at  an  early  day  the  advantage  of  draining  the 
soil,  and  has  used  tiling  on  his  farm  for  a number 
1 of' years. 

The  great-aunt  of  Mr.  Craw,  Jemima  Mitch- 
ell, had  fourteen  children,  and  each  of  these  had 
I fourteen  (making  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
! grandchildren),  who,  with  their  children,  brought 
, the  number  of  her  immediate  descendants  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Robert  S.  Parker.  If  history  teaches  'o_\ 
example,  the  lessons  inculcated  by  biograph) 
must  be  still  more  impressive.  We  see  exhibited 
in  the  varieties  of  human  character,  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  something  to  instruct  us  in 
our  duty,  and  to  encourage  our  efforts,  under 
every  emergency.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
results  of  youthful  enterprise  and  earnest  effort, 
the  life  of  this  prominent  attorney  and  successful 
man  of  Bowling  Green  cannot  fail  to  be  of  In- 
terest, especially  to  the  ambitious  voting  man 
' still  struggling  on  the  lower  rounds  of  the  ladder. 

The  Parker  family.,  to  which  the  subject  e: 
this  sketch  belongs,  is  of  English  origin  In  the 
history  of  Westford.  Massachusetts,  by  Rev 
Edward  R.  Hodgman,  A.  M.:  Cutler's  History  o! 
jaffrev,  New  Hampshire;  the  Genealogy  of  John 
, Parker,  of  Lexington,  and  his  descendants,  kv 
Theodore  Parker,  and  other  authorities,  his  an- 
cestors may  be  traced  by  clear  and  unbrok  n 
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as  far  back  as  1470,  and  by  less  perfect 
- js  to  a much  earlier  date.  In  these  records 
,,i)(j  many  divines,  the  most  notable  being 
, r , . ijiow  Parker,  seventy -first  Archbishop  of 
...tcrbury  and  Primate  of  all  England  (15  59— 
The  Thirty-nine  Articles  were  passed  by 
avocation  under  his  presidency  in  1562.  There 
.,-:c  also  many  lawyers  in  the  family  in  England, 
4 it  is  a somewhat  curious  and  striking  fact 
, . ,)  among  the  lawyers  were  several  bearing  the 
one  of  Robert. 

Mr.  Parker  is  thoroughly  American  and  demo- 
. 4tic  in  his  tastes  and  sentiments,  and  therefore 
' s no  store  by  the  titles,  knightings,  coats  of 

• tnis  and  the  like  which  are  noted  in  these 
-lords;  but  he  respects  and  reveres  his  ancestors 

ause  they  proved  themselves  God-fearing, 
a -abiding,  self-respecting  and  honorable  men 

■ ;i  j women — having  the  solid  virtues  of  the  sub- 
untial  yeomanry  of  the  country.  He  is  especially 

i pardonably  proud  of  the  honorable  record 
<:  ,u!e  by  his  family  as  patriots  in  the  Revolu- 

♦ nary  war.  Of  this  family  was  Jonas  Parker, 

■ typical  “minute  man,"  who,  after  being 
itinded  at  the  battle  of  Lexington,  disdained  to 

f ' treat  from  the  “ Red-coats,"  though  cautioned 
r - fall  back  by  his  commanding  officer,  but  kept 
‘ s ground,  and  was  bayonetted  by  the  British 

■ Tliers;  he  being  the  first  Revolutionary  soldier 
tfius  slain.  In  the  celebrated  painting,  “The 
Little  of  Lexington,"  which  hangs  in  the  Lexing- 
i n town  hall,  he  appears  as  the  central  figure. 

' »f  him  Edward  Everett  said:  “ History,  Roman 

History,  does  not  furnish  an  example  of  bravery 
that  outshines  that  of  Jonas  Parker.  ” His  is  one 

f the  names  of  the  eight  martyrs  for  American 
independence  cut  in  the  granite  monument  erect- 
r 1 on  the  Common  or  Green  at  Lexington  by  a 
1 rateful  people  to  their  memory. 

Capt.  John  Parker,  also  of  Lexington,  who 
A;‘s  in  command  of  the  “ minute  men  ” on  that 
occasion,  and  who  fired  the  first  shot  that 
Has  fired  at  the  British  soldiers,  was  a full 
' yusin  of  said  Jonas  Parker;  and  there  were  in 
*”•*  company,  and  in  the  fight,  Corp.  Ebenezer 
1 irker,  nephew  of  Jonas;  and  Thaddeus  Parker, 

* brother  of  the  Captain.  Later  in  the  day,  on 
' a-  march  to  Concord  to  intercept  the  British, 

*pt.  Parker’s  company  was  reinforced  by  troops 
>m  Woburn,  with  which  were  two  of  his 
1 I’hews — Edmund  and  Josiah  Parker;  and  from 
ot  ading  came  seventeen  more  who  bore  the 
'me  of  Parker,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 

"ke,  and  they  also  took  part  in  the  hot  fire 
U'  h was  poured  in  upon  the  enemy’s  column 
riI,g  the  remainder  of  that  eventful  day. 


In  the  rosters  of  the  Continental  troops  en- 
listed in  Middlesex  county,  Mass.,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  are  found  a great  manv 
Parkers  who  served  as  officers  and  privates,  more 
of  that  name  than  any  other,  unless  the  Fletchers 
and  Proctors  may  equal  them  in  number.  These 
three  families  were  related  by  many  inter- 
marriages; representatives  of  all  these  families 
removed  to  Windsor  county,  Vt.,  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  then- 
descendants  are  quite  numerous  in  that  State  at 
the  present  time,  as  well  as  in  Middlesex  county, 
Massachusetts. 

Theodore  Parker,  the  famous  Unitarian  di- 
vine, was'  of  the  same  family.  In  the  war  of 
1S12,  and  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  this  fam- 
ily displayed  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism  as  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

At  the  time  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  only  brother  were 
mere  boys,  too  young  to  enter  the  military  serv- 
ice, but  his  half-brother,  Edwin,  enlisted  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war,  and  served  until  near  its 
close,  when  his  left  leg  was  shattered  by  a shot, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  service. 
Three  of  his  half-brothers,  of  the  family  name  of 
Robinson  (his  mother's  children  by  her  first  hus- 
band), were  also  in  the  Union  army.  When  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  was  threatened  by  Morgan’s  raid, 
and  volunteers  were  called  for,  Abel  F.  Parker, 
the  father  of  Robert  S.,  though  verging  on  three- 
score-and-ten,  enlisted  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
that  city,  and  his  children  keep  and  prize  the 
“Squirrel  Hunter's  Discharge,’’  which  he  re- 
ceived at  the  termination  of  that  service. 

The  first  ancestor  of  Mr.  Parker  in  America 
was  Abraham  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Marlbor- 
ough, Wiltshire,  England,  in  1612.  The  exact 
date  of  his  coming  to  America  is  not  known,  but 
it  was  about  1634.  He  first  settled  in  the  town 
of  Woburn,  Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.,  where  he 
married  Rose  Whitlock  in  1644.  He  removed 
to  the  town  of  Clemsford,  same  county,  upon  its 
incorporation  in  1653.  His  son  Moses  was  born 
in  Clemsford  about  the  year  1C57;  he  married 
Abigail  Hildreth,  daughter  of  Richard  Hildreth, 
and  removed  to  Westford,  same  county,  where 
his  son  Aaron  was  born  in  16S9.  Samuel,  sec- 
ond child  of  Aaron,  was  born  in  1717;  he  was 
married  in  1739  to  Sarah  Fletcher,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Joshua  Fletcher. 

Leonard,  the  fifth  child  of  Samuel,  was  born 
at  Westford  in  1745;  he  married  Mary  Foster  in 
17G8.  Early  in  this  century  he  removed  with 
most  of  his  family  to  the  Holland  Land  Pur- 
chase, in  the  vicinity  of  Arcade,  Wyoming  Co.. 
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N.  Y. , and  the  large  tracts  of  land  which  they 
there  took  up  and  improved  are  still  owned  and 
occupied  by  some  of  his  descendants.  His  son 
Abel  was  born  in  Westford  in  1773,  was  married 
to  Catherine  Edgar,  and  removed  with  her  to 
Cavendish,  Vt.,  where  in  the  year  1800  their 
eldest  child , Abel  Foster  Parker,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born. 

About  1818  Abel  Parker  also  removed  with 
his  family  to  the  vicinity  of  Arcade,  X.  Y. , at 
which  place  Abel  Foster  was  married,  in  the  year 
1824,  to  Maria  Strong.  The  children  of  this  mar- 
riage were  Edwin  (mentioned  above),  who  died 
at  Findlay  in  1883;  Julia  Ann,  unmarried,  residing 
at  Findlay,  Ohio;  Lucy,  married  to  John  Martin, 
and  residing  at  Lima, Ohio;  and  Albert,  who  died 
in  infancy.  In  1836  Abel  F.  Parker  removed 
with  his  family  to  Findlay  (then  called  Fort  Find- 
lay),  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  sub- 
stantially all  the  remainder  of  his  lifetime,  and 
where  he  died  in  1881.  His  wife  Maria  died  in 
the  year  1849,  and  in  1832  Mr.  Parker  married 
Mrs.  Sallie  Ann  (Gail)  Robinson,  who  was  born 
in  Wyoming  county,  X.  Y.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Gail,  a pioneer  of  western 
New  York,  many  of  whose  descendants  are  liv-  | 
ing  in  Erie  county,  X.  Y. , where  he  died.  The  j 
children  of  this  union  are  Frederick  Foster,  a 1 
business  man  of  Conneaut,  Ohio;  Robert  S.;  and 
Dora  Alice  (unmarried),  who  lives  at  Findlay,  ! 
Ohio.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Robinson,  her 
first  husband,  Mrs.  Parker  had  seven  children, 
all  but  one  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely, 
Samuel  G.,  a farmer  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio; 
Benjamin  Oscar,  a farmer  and  manufacturer  of 
brick  and  tile  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  John 
Edgar,  formerly  a locomotive  engineer,  and  now 
employed  at  the  Hamilton  County  (Ohio)  Court 
House;  Henry  Harrison,  a market  gardener,  of 
Findlay,  Ohio;  William  Franklin,  a locomotive 
engineer  of  Bellaire,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Eleanor  Wood- 
ruff, of  Findlay,  Ohio;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sallie  Ann  Parker  died  at  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  in  1864. 

While  a resident  of  Xew  York,  Abel  F.  Parker 
was  agent  for  the  Wadsworths  and  other  owners 
of  the  Holland  Land  Purchase;  upon  his  removal 
to  Findlay,  Ohio,  he  was  for  a time  principal  of 
the  Findlay  schools,  but,  applying  himself  to 
the  study  of  law,  he  was  soon  thereafter  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and,  until  his  health  gave  way, 
devoted  most  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the 
practice  of  that  profession  in  Hancock  and  ad- 
joining counties.  He  ranked  with  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar  in  that  part  of  the  State,  in 
his  day.  He  was  a public-spirited  man,  taking  a 


prominent  part  in  politics,  and  in  all  enterprises 
that  tended  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  his  section.  In  political  sentiment  he  was 
originally  a Democrat,  and  held  high  rank  in  the. 
councils  of  his  party;  served  as  postmaster  under 
President  Pierce,  and  for  three  terms  held  the 
office  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  Hancock  county, 
Ohio.  In  i860  he  severed  his  connection  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  supported  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  and  thereafter  ar- 
dently and  loyally  championed  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  a gentleman  of 
the  old  school,  courtly  and  deferential  in  his  man- 
ner, faithful  in  his  friendships,  and  universally 
esteemed  for  his  personal  worth  and  integrity. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
at  Findlay,  and  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  was  a great  reader  of  good  books,  also  a close 
observer  of  events,  and  consequently  was  pos- 
sessed of  extensive  general  information,  which, 
united  with  a c-hcerful  and  vivacious  disposition, 
iluency  of  speech  and  forcible  style  of  discourse, 
enlivened  by  wit  and  humor,  made  him  an  enter- 
taining and  instructive  companion. 

Robert  S.  Parker,  whose  name  introduces  this 
biography,  was  born  March  8,  1835,  in  Findlay, 
Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  public  school  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old.  In  early  youth  he 
learned  the  cigar-maker’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed seven  years,  during  part  of  which  time  he 
also  attended  school,  and  when  not  attending 
school  he  pursued  his  studies  at  home.  In  187a 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Findlay  with 
Shaffer  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued  one 
year,  and  the  following  year  read  law  under  his 
father,  meanwhile  supporting  himself  by  working 
at  his  trade,  his  father  and  sister  reading  to  him 
while  he  made  cigars.  The  mother  having  died, 
our  subject  and  his  father  kept  “ bachelor’s  hall, " 
the  son  doing  the  cooking  and  other  housework. 
In  April,  1876,  just  after  attaining  his  majority, 
Mr.  Parker  svas  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  opened  an  office  in  Xorth 
Baltimore,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  several 
months,  practicing  in  partnership  with  William 
H.  Anderson.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he 
came  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  has  ever  since 
been  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion. The  first  year  he  practiced  alone,  and  then 
became  associated  with  Col.  John  A.  Shannon, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Shannon  & Parker,  this 
connection  lasting  for  about  two  years,  when  it 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Parker  practiced  alone  from 
that  time  until  1890,  when  he  and  R.  B.  Moore 
established  the  firm  of  Parker  X Moore,  which 
continued  some  five  years,  since  the  end  of  which 
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time  Mr.  Parker  has  practiced  with  E.  M.  Fries, 
under  the  style  of  Parker  & Fries. 

Our  subject  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
his  profession,  and  holds  a leading  rank  among 
the  lawyers  of  Wood  county  and  vicinity.  Dur- 
ing his  twenty  years  of  active  professional  life  he 
has  never  missed  a term  of  court  in  Wood  county, 
and  has  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  principally 
in  the  northwestern  counties  of  the  State.  For 
two  terms  he  served  as  prosecuting  attorney. of 
Wood  county,  and  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publican part)' for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  but  shared  the  fate  of  others  of  his  polit- 
ical faith  in  the  “ Foraker  landslide in  three  of 
the  four  counties  of  the  judicial  district,  how- 
eyer,  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  the  fall  of 
1894  he  was  indorsed  by  the  Wood  county  dele- 
gation’ for  representative  in  Congress,  but  was  i 
defeated  in  the  convention  by  James  H.  South- 
ard, of  Toledo,  at  present  representing  that  Dis- 
trict in  Congress. 

On  May  1,  1S79,  Mr.  Parker  was  married  to 
Miss  Susan  Thomas,  who  was  born  November  5, 
1859,  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
George  H.  Thomas,  who  was  a native  of  New 
York  State.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but 
in  his  later  years  was- proprietor  of  the  “Thomas 
House”  (now  the  “Russell  House”),  and  was 
widely  known  in  Wood  county;  he  died  in  1890; 
Mrs.  Thomas  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Parker  had 
two  sisters:  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  William  H. 
Rudulph  (also  deceased  ),  and  Flora,  widow  of 
Edward  Fryberger,  of  Bowling  Green.  Two 
children  came  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker:  Edward 
Foster,  born  January  31,  1880,  and  Julia  Alice, 
born  June  8,  1887.  In  religious  connection  the 
family  are  Presbyterians.  Mr.  Parker  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , being  connected  with 
Centennial  Lodge  No.  626;  also  of  Green  En- 
campment, Bowling  Green,  and  is  Colonel  of  the 
4th  Regiment,  Department  of  Ohio,  of  the  Pa- 
triarchs Militant.  He  is  a director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Bowling  Green.  Highly  popu- 
lar. and  held  in  much  esteem  by  his  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens,  he  occupies  an  enviable  social 
as  well  as  professional  position. 

Jonathan  W.  Myers,  who  was  called  from 
earth  September  21,  1892,  is  remembered  by  the 
people  of  Wood  county  as  one  of  its  most  worthy 
and  useful  citizens.  His  birth  occurred  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  December  1 1 , 1810.  a son  of 
John  and  Rachel  (Wolfecale)  Myers,  the  former 
born  August  8,  1783,  and  the  latter  October  28, 

1 7 B 7 . The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  as  follows: 


Mary  Ann,  March  30,  1S09;  Robert  C.,  October 
30,  1812;  John,  October  2,  1814;  Reason,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1 8 16;  Pleasant,  December  21,  1819; 
Elizabeth,  February  25,  1822;  jacob  B.,  Septem- 
ber 2,  1824;  Rachel  M.,  May  2,  1S27;  Agnes  ]., 
August  3,  1 829;  Margaret,  May  11,  1833;  Robert 
C. .died  November  9,  1834,  John,  July  12,  1S42, 
and  Rachel  M.,  October  11,  1844. 

On  April  3,  1834,  Mr.  Myers,  of  this  review, 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Charlotte  Hull,  who 
was  born  February  5,  1812,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Henry  B.,  born 
January  7,  1835,  making  his  home  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Mary  Ann,  born  September  24,  183(5,  is  the 
wife  of-  G.  M.  Barnd,  of  Bloomdale;  Caroline, 
born  November  27,  1 S 3 S , is  the  wife  of  Benson 
Clayton,  of  Van  Buren,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio;  and 
John  A.,  born  January  5,  1847,  makes  his  home 
in  Hancock  county.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  in  1849,  and  was  buried  in  Hancock  county. 

Jn  Bloom  township,  on  December  30,  1849, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Myers  and 
Miss  Elmira  Robbins,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rhoda  (McCarty)  Robbins,  and  a native  of 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  born  October  23,  1827. 
To  this  union  three  children  were  born — Rachel 
L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ella  E.,  widow  of  L.  D. 
Hatfield,  of  Bloomdale;  and  Jonathan  E.,  of 
; Campbell  county,  Tennessee. 

Daniel  Robbins,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Myers, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Bloom  township. 
Wood  county,  locating  near  Bloomdale,  when  it 
was  still  a wilderness.  He  was  born  September 
5,  1795,  in  Fishing  Creek  township,  Columbia 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas,  and  a 
grandson  of  William  Robbins,  a resident  of  New 
Jersey.  Thomas  Robbins  lived  and  died  in  Fish- 
ing Creek  township,  and  by  his  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Kline,  became  the  father  of  nine  chil- 
dren— William,  Abraham,  Thomas,  Daniel, 
John,  Mathias,  Isaac,  Charity  and  Mercy.  In 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Myers 
were  married,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born 
October  17,  1802,  was  a daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Thomas)  McCarty,  the  former  born  No- 
vember 8,  1773,  and  the  latter  in  May,  1776. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children- 
Mary,  Rhoda,  Margaret,  Phoebe.  James,  Martha, 
Samuel,  Sarah,  and  Elida.  After  his  marriage 
Daniel  Robbins  lived  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
until  1S25,  when  he  removed  to  Franklin  county. 
Ohio,  but  in  October,  1S33,  came  to  Wood 
countv,  locating  on  what  is  now  the  northeast 
I corner  of  Main  and  Vine  streets,  but  was  then  .111 
; unbroken  forest.  His  was  the  third  family  to 
find  a home  in  Bloom  township,  and  their  first 
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dwelling  was  a rude  log  shanty  with  a blanket 
hung  up  for  a door.  There  they  lived  for  six 
weeks  when  a more  substantial  log  house  was 
erected.  Mr.  Robbins  died  January  7,  1879. 
His  wife  had  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1874, 
and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery 
at  Fostoria.  I11  1834  Mr.  Robbins  and  wife  as- 
sisted in  forming  a Religious  Society  at  the 
Vickers  home,  and  taught  singing  at  private 
houses.  Mr.  Robbins  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years.  He  was  formerly 
a stanch  Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks.  In  the 
family  were  seven  children — Ellinda,  born  in 
Columbia  county,  Penn.,  married  Joseph  Urie, 
and  died  in  Bloomdale  in  1S92;  Jackson  died  in 
the  same  city,  July  27,  1892;  Elmira  is  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Rhoda  A.  married  John 
Bolan,  and  died  in  Indiana;  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  G.  W.  Locke,  of  South  Bend,  Ind. ; Russell 
B.  died  in  Iowa;  and  Minerva  is  now  Mrs.  Peter 
Bussey,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

In  the  fall  of  1844,  Mr.  Myers  located  in 
Bloom  township,  and  his  first  purchase  made  him 
the  owner  of  160  acres,  now  comprised  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Bloomdale.  To  that  tract  he 
later  added  100  acres,  all  of  which  was  an  un- 
broken forest,  but  he  cleared  his  land,  making  it 
one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  county.  He  was  en- 
tirely self-made,  having  started  out  in  life  at  the 
tender  age  of  ten  years,  and  assisted  his  widowed 
mother  in  paying  for  the  home  place.  By  good 
management  and  close  attention  to  the  details  of 
his  business,  he  left  at  his  death  a good  property, 
and  Mrs.  Myers  still  resides  on  the  home  farm. 
For  forty  years  she  has  been  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  her 
husband  also  belonged.  He  now  rests  in  the 
cemetery  at  Fostoria,  and  an  acquaintance  of 
forty  years  thus  writes  of  him:  “ He  was  indus- 

trious, always  busy— not  a lazy  drop  of  blood 
coursed  in  his  veins.  He  was  honest.  This  was 
one  of  his  peculiar  traits  of  character.  He  deigned 
to  stoop  to  nothing  groveling  or  low.  He  was 
generous,  as  the  unfortunate  always  found  in  time 
of  need.  ” 

Jackson  Robbins  (a  brother  of  Mrs.  Elmira 
Myers)  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  March 
17,  1826,  and  was  but  a small  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Wood  county  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  November  9,  1848,  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Beam.  To  this  marriage  were  born 
eight  children,  namely:  Emma,  Jacob,  William, 
Mary,  Richard,  Clement,  and  two  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Robbins  owned  forty  acres  of  land  in  this 


county,  on  which  he  erected  a dwelling,  but  soon 
after  the  Civil  war  sold  the  place  to  W.  H.  ReJ- 
fern  (now  deceased)  and  purchased  eighty  acre 
north  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  where  his  wife  died  June 
18,  1884,  and  011  July  9,  1887,  he  was  married  to 
Clara  May,  and  to  them  was  born  a daughter. 
During  the  Findlay  boom  Mr.  Robbins  sold  his 
farm  to  some  capitalists  of  that  place  for  a goodly 
! sum,  and  moved  to  Bloomdale,  where  he  purchasd 
a home,  which  w'as  within  several  hundred  feet  of 
the  place  where  his  first  days  in  Wood  county 
were  passed,  under  a shanty  made  by  driving 
some  forks  into  the  ground,  the  covering  of  which 
consisted  of  bark  and  blankets.  His  death  oc- 
curred July  27,  1892.  His  pastor,  Jason  Young, 
officiated  at  his  funeral.  His  remains  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  P'indlay.  He  was  greatly  endeared 
to  his  sister  (who  wrote  this  brief  sketch)  and  to 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a good  citizen  and  an 
excellent  neighbor.  He  was  a Methodist,  and  in 
politics  an  unwavering  Democrat. 

Captain  Omar  P.  Norris,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  Perry  township,  with  residence  near  ‘ • Nor- 
ris ” Station,  T.  & O.  C.  R.  R. , post  office  Long- 
ley,  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1838,  and  comes  of  English  and  Scotch 
ancestry. 

Hon.  John  Norris,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  April  22,  1813,  in  Fort  “Findlay,”  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizens  of  Perry  township, 
Wood  county.  Amos  Norris,  his  father  grand- 
father of  our  subject),  was  born  October  16, 
1 779,  in  Huntingdon  county,  Penn.,  and  was 
married  to  Mary  Shaver,  of  the  same  nativity, 
born  February  16,  1788,  of  English  descent,  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  John  Shaver,  who  served  in 
that  rank  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Amos  Norris  and  his  wife  moved  from  their  na- 
tive county  to  Ohio  in  1802,  making  their  home 
iu  Wayne  county  until  1 S 1 4,  when  they  removed 
to  Ashland  county,  being  the  first  white  settlers 
in  the  neighborhood,  at  which  time  the  Indians 
were  troublesome,  some  of  them,  after  Hull’s  sur- 
render, murdering  three  families  in  Wayne  county, 
so  that  the  pioneers  had  to  build  a fort  in  which 
they  and  their  families  could  take  refuge.  This  fort 
was  named  “Findlay,”  and  in  it  was  born  Hon 
John  Norris.  Amos  Norris  and  his  wife  both  died 
in  Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  he  at  the  age 
1 of  sixty-five,  and  she,  when  seventy-six  years  old. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  that  township, 
and  was  one  of  the  rugged  old  pioneers  well 
adapted  by  nature  for  the  work  of  pioneer  days.  A 
brief  record  of  their  family  of  five  sons  and  three 
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i htcrs  is  as  follows:  John  (deceased)  was 

,jie  eldest;  Vachel  was  drowned  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  near  Orange,  Ohio;  Nancy  married 
SJarsharn  Bowman,  and  died  in  Ashland  county, 
, >},i0 ; Temperance  wedded  W.  J.  Rigby,  of  Fos- 
t uia,  Ohio;  William,  a farmer,  died  in  Orange, 
Ohio;  Amos  was  a lawyer  and  State  Senator  of 
Minnesota  sometime  in  the  “ fifties,”  and  after- 
ward in  the  “ seventies  ” judge  of  courts  in  Flor- 
;,la,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  and  died  there;  Andrew,  who  was  a Doc- 
tor, died  in  Farmer  City,  111.  : Sarah 


;t  of  the  family,  was  twice  married, 


the  young- 
and  died  in 

\shland  county,  Ohio. 

Hon.  John  Norris  was  reared  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  attending  school  “ off  and  on  ” in  what  is 
now  Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age.  Having  accidentally 
cut  his  foot,  so  badly  that  he  was  unable  to  move 
about,  he  tookthat  opportunity  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a shoemaker,  which  he  picked  up  so  readily, 
and  was  so  industrious  at,  that  he  made  a pair  of 
shoes  the  first  day  he  worked.  After  he  learned 
his  trade  he  taught  several  terms  of  school,  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  only,  receivingfor  his  serv- 
ices eight  dollars  per  month,  meanwhile  “board- 
ing round  ” at  the  homes  of  his  scholars.  With 
this  exception,  he  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  March  19,  1834,  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Cuthbertson,  who 
was  born  May  28,  1815,  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Brownlee)  Cuthbertson,  both  natives  of  Scot- 
land, the  mother  born  in  Glasgow,  the  father  a 
'tucking  weaver  by  trade.  After  marriage  the 
young  couple  commenced  house-keeping  in 
Orange,  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  but  soon  after- 
ward they  took  charge  of  his  mother-in-law's  farm 
m W ayne  county,  and  continued  thereon  until 
>843,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  they  came  to 
Wood  county,  settling  on  160  acres  of  unim- 
land  in  Perry  township,  no  clearing 
been  done  until  after  they  moved  on 
jhe  place.  Mr.  Norris  had  previously  visited  the 
locality,  and  built  a common  log  cabin  on  the 
premises,  which  originally  comprised  240  acres, 
hi  1845  he  sold  eighty  acres,  with  the  proceeds  of 
which  he  paid  off  some  of  the  indebtedness  he 
f;ad  incurred  in  the  purchase.  In  April,  1880, 
Retiring  from  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  also  on 
iccount  of  the  burning  of  his  home  in  Perry 
ownship,  he  moved  to  Fostoria,  and  here  passed 
7“  declining  years.  The  family  born  to  John  and 
Pebecea  Norris  were  as  follows:  Omar,  who 

iU-‘d  in  infancy,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio;  Thomas 

who  entered  the  service  as  captain  of  Corn- 
32 


proved 
having 
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pany  B,  1 1 ith  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  was  promoted 
to  major  and  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel, 
mustered  out  with  the  regiment  as  major,  and  died 
in  F'ostoria,  Ohio,  in  1S67,  from  injuries  received 
in  1865,  near  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  in  jumping  from  a 
flat-car  that  was  off  the  rails,  in  a train  carrying 
the  regiment  of  which  he  was  then  in  command; 
Amos  was  killed  by  the  premature  discharge  of  a 
! cannon  while  celebrating  July  4,  1863,  at  West 
Millgrove,  Ohio;  Omar  P. , the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  married  to  W.  H.  Riger,  of 
Prairie  Depot  (P.  O.),  or  Freeport,  Wood  county; 
William  B.,  who  was  a fine  scholar  in  his  younger 
days,  and- died  at  the  age  of  forty-two;  James  IT, 
who  served  in  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  was 
promoted  three  times,  for  bravery: — twice  in  the 
company,  and  promoted  to  sergeant  while  in  the 
signal  corps,  which  he  voluntarily  left  to  please 
his  captain — and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Pickett's  Mills,  or  Dallas,  Ga  , May  27,  1864, 
while  leading  his  company  as  sergeant;  Jane,  who 
married  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Chance,  of  Fostoria; 
Fanny,  married  to  Andrew  G.  Yates,  of  Perry 
township;  Annie,  wife  of  C.  H.  Stewart,  of 
Fostoria;  Emma,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  C. 
Lincoln,  and  died  at  Bowling  Green;  John  H., 
a prominent  physician  of  Fostoria;  and  Frank 
M.,  a farmer  of  Perry  township. 

The  mother  of  this  family  was  a daughter  of 
! Scotch  parents  who  were  born  and  reared  in  the 
land  of  Wallace,  Bruce  and  Burns,  coming  to 
this  country  at  an  early  day.  After  a wedded 
life  of  half  a century  she  passed  from  earth  March 
17,  1884,  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  and  was  buried  on  the  anniversary  of  her 
i wedding.  She  and  her  husband  joined  the  Meth- 
1 odist  Episcopal  Church,  at  their  marriage,  and 
remained  consistent  members  of  the  same.  She 
1 died  in  the  triumph  of  a living  faith  in  Christ, 
her  Redeemer.  She  wanted  and  took  Him  for 
her  all-in-all,  in  Time  and  Eternity.  She  was  a 
very  conscientious  woman,  and  when  her  sons 
1 enlisted  to  go  to  the  war,  she  stood  up  in  a large 
audience  and  exclaimed:  “Boys!  It  almost 

breaks  my  heart  to  see  you  go;  but  do  your  duty. 
Your  country  demands  your  help;  be  brave,  and 
\ die  with  your  face  to  the  foe,  and  be  men.  ''  She 
and  her  husband  commenced  in  the  woods  twice 
during  their  married  life — once  in  Wayne  county. 

I where  they  cleared  up  heavily-timbered  land, 

1 some  fifty-seven  acres,  then  after  ten  years 
moved  to  Wood  county,  and  here  also  cleared  up 
< heavily-timbered  land,  about  200  acres. 

In  1885  Hon.  John  Norris  married  his  second 
wife,  Lydia  A.  Crum,  of  Columbiana  county. 

1 Ohio,  who  survives  him,  living  in  a fine  home  he 
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deeded  her.  Here  he  passed  the  declining  years 
of  his  life,  dying  May  23,  1896,  of  blood  poison- 
ing, aged  eighty-three  years  and  one  month,  a 
useful  member  of  society  all  his  life.  In  his  po- 
litical preferences  he  was  originally  a Whig,  later 
a Republican,  and  was  one  of  the  stanchest  sup- 
porters of  the  party  in  Wood  county.  In  1S43  he  I 
was  appointed  township  clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  j 
caused  by  the  death  of  U.  M.  Corey;  was  then 
elected  to  the  same  office  two  terms;  then  as  j 
treasurer  two  consecutive  terms;  then  as  trustee  j 
two  terms;  then  as  justice  of  the  peace  two  terms 
of  three  years  each;  then  as  assessor  three  terms. 
In  1872,  when  the  county  was  for  the  first  time 
entitled  to  a representative  the  people  selected 
Mr.  Norris  to  represent  the  county  in  the  Sixtieth 
General  Assembly,  as  a Republican.  This  was 
the  first  of  the  three-years'  fight  between  Bowling 
Green  and  Perrysburg,  as  to  which  should  be  the 
county  seat,  Bowling  Green  in  the  end  winning 
the  prize.  He  was  renominated  for  a second 
term  as  representative,  but  was  defeated  at  the 
polls,  on  account  of  the  county-seat  fight;  but  he 
did  uot  sour,  or  leave  the  party,  or  its  principles. 

In  religious  faith  he  was  for  over  sixty  years  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  toward  which  he 
contributed  liberally,  and  held  bffice  in  the  same. 
As  a farmer  he  was  systematic  and  progressive; 
as  a public  official  he  was  straightforward  and 
honorable;  as  a man  no  one  was  better  known  or 
more  highly  honored.  He  was  hale  and  hearty 
up  to  the  illness  that  caused  his  death,  and  not 
long  before,  the  final  summons  came,  he  said:  “I 
wonder  why  it  is  that  1 am  living,  and  so  many 
former  friends  and  acquaintances  gone  forever 
from  this  world!  But  I bide  my  time.” 

Capt.  Omar  P.  Norris  during  boyhood  at- 
tended the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and 
after  studying  for  a term  in  an  academy  at  Re- 
public, taught  for  three  winter  terms.  He  then 
entered  Prof.  Turner's  school  at  Fostoria;  but 
the  war  breaking  out  before  his  term  was  finished, 
he  joined  the  army,  as  did  every  other  male  stu- 
dent in  that  school.  Our  subject  enlisted,  in 
April,  [861,  in  Company  H,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  three- 
months’  regiment,  and  was  rejected  at  Camp 
Taylor,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  June,  same  year, 
he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  G,  25th 
O.  V.  I.,  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and 
was  in  all  the  marches  anil  engagements  of  that 
regiment  up  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Green- 
brier, W.  Va.,  was  honorably  discharged  for  dis- 
ability November  21,  1861,  and  returned  home. 
In  August,  1862,  he  entered  Company  B,  111th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war, 
coming  out  with  the  rank  of  captain,  having  | 


served  in  every  intermediate  rank  except  that  of 
corporal.  He  and  fifty-two  men  of  Company  B, 
of  whom  he  was  in  command  as  first  lieutenant, 
were  sacrificed,  while  on  picket  duty,  to  let 
division  get  “out  of  ahole,”  on  midnight  of  No- 
vember 15,  1863,  near  Lenoir  Station,  East 

Tenn.,  when  the  Rebel  general,  Longstreet, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  river  with  his  army,  cn 
route  for  Knoxville.  Lieut.  Norris  and  his  men 
were  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners  early  on  the 
morning  of  November  16,  1863.  They  were  all 
stripped  of  their  hats,  overcoats  and  shoes,  by 
the  Rebels,  and  sent  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  thence  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  and  his  men  were 
separated,  Lieut.  Norris  being  sent  to  Libby 
Prison,  and  his  men  to  Belle  Isle.  Of  those 
fifty-two  men,  thirty-six  died  in  Rebel  prisons. 
[See  “ Ohio  in  the  War.”]  Lieut.  Norris  was 
in  Libby  Prison  until  May,  1864,  when  he  was 
sent  with  all  other  officers,  confined  in  Libbv 
at  that  time,  to  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  from  thereto 
Augusta,  from  there  to  Macon,  and  from  there  to 
Savannah,  Ga. , where  he  lay  at  the  point  of 
death  for  several  days,  and  was  reported  as  dead 
in  the  New  York  papers,  by  chaplains  who  were 
exchanged  at  Savannah,  and  mourned  as  dead  by 
his  parents  and  friends  at  home.  From  Savan- 
nah he  was  sent  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where,  for 
twenty-nine  days,  the  Federal  prisoners  were 
under  fire  of  the  Union  guns  at  Morris  Island, 
and  where,  too,  the  yellow  fever  was  raging 
among  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  city  jaii 
yard,  among  whom  was  Lieut.  Norris.  From 
Charleston  he  was  sent  to  Columbia,  S.  C. . 
where  many  of  the  officers  died  of  yellow  fever, 
among  them  being  Capt.  William  Bender,  123d 
O.  V.  I. , of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  Lieut.  Asa 
Spafford,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  of  Perrysburg,  Ohio. 
Leut.  Norris  escaped  from  Columbia,  traveled 
over  a hundred  miles,  and  was  then  tracked  up 
by  blood-hounds  and  recaptured,  taken  back  to 
Columbia  and  out  to  Prison  Camp,  where  he 
soon  afterward  escaped  again,  at  a great  risk  of  his 
life.  After  traveling  thirty-four  nights,  he  reached 
the  Union  lines  at  Sweet  Water,  E.  Tenn.,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1 864^  having  passed  through  many  hard- 
ships and  privations,  and  experiencing  narrow 
escapes.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Washington. 
D.  C.,  February  8,  1865,  and  returned  to  the  seat 
of  war  by  the  old  ship  “ Prometheus.”  that  nar- 
rowly escaped  foundering  off  Cape  Hattcra-. 
North  Carolina.  His  regiment  landed  near  Fort 
Fisher,  N.  C.,  and  engaged  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina campaign.  Here  Lieut.  Norris  w as  promote1 
to  captain  of  Company  I,  to  date  November  17 
1864.  Capt.  Norris  was  in  all  the  inarches  am1 
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engagements  of  the  North  Carolina  campaign, 
an(]  received  his  final  discharge  July  12,  1S65,  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.  [See  History  of  the  Regiment, 
j,,.  Capt.  W.  S.  Thurstin,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  Toledo, 
( )hio. ] 

After  his  return  home  he  sold  goods  for 
,-vGov.  Foster,  of  Fostoria,  for  two  years,  then 
traveled  a year  selling  a patent-right  of  his  own 
invention,  and  then  settled  upon  his  farm  in 
Perry  township,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
the  business  of  stock  raising,  giving  special  at- 
tention to  sheep.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
first  time,  in  1S69,  to  Miss  Frona  Patton,  a 
school  teacher,  a daughter  of  Lieut. -Col.  John  J. 
Patton,  O.  V.  I.  She  was  born  January  1.  iS;o, 
in  Quincy,  Logan  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  December 
()t  1876,  leaving  three  children:  Ida,  a school 

teacher,  who  married  George  E.  Reed,  enrolling 
clerk  of  the  73d  General  Assembly,  and  now 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Prairie  Depot  Ob- 
server (they  have  two  children — Frona  anu 
Mary);  Emma,  a school  teacher,  who  now  lives  at 
home;  and  Belle,  a successful  teacher  of  the  coun- 
ty. For  his  second  wife  Capt.  Norris  married 
Miss  Libbie  Yates,  daughter  of  John  W.  Yates, 
first  sergeant  Company  H,  49th  Regiment,  O. 
V.  L,  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  who  was  killed 
December  16,  1864,  in  the  engagement  at  Nash- 
ville. Mrs.  Libbie  Norris  was  born  September 
9,  1857,  and  was  a teacher  in  Wood  county  for 
some  time.  Three  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Omar,  Fannie  and  Thomas. 

A man  of  broad  views  and  liberal  judgment, 
Capt.  Norris  wields  great  influence  in  the  com- 
munity, and  so  fully  does  he  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  public  that  he  has  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  chairman  of  the  board  of  education  of 
Perry  township.  He  has  served  two  terms  as 
treasurer  of  Perry  township,  also  two  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace  (refusing  to  serve  longer), 
and  was  also  a candidate  before  the  county 
convention  for  commissioner.  In  1895  was 
elected  to  represent  Wood  county  in  the  State 
Eegislature  (Seventy-second  General  Assembly). 
He  was  the  author  of  two  general  Bills,  which 
passed  the  House;  one  Bill  was  defeated  in  the 
Senate;  the  other,  the  “Anti-treat  Bill,”  was 
^mothered  in  the  Senate  committee.  He  also 
introduced  three  local  Bills,  all  of  which  became 
laws.  Capt.  Norris  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Presidential  campaign  just  closed.  He  delivered 
eight  speeches  in  favor  of  the  election  of  McKin- 
ley, protection  to  American  industires,  reciprocity 
and  a 100-cent  dollar,  and  is  now  happy  over  the 
election  of  Major  McKinley  as  “President  of  our 
greatest  nation  on  earth." 


I).  A.  Haylor,  the  efficient  and  popular 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  one  of  the  prominent  educators  of  this 
State,  was  born  February  14,  1851.  in  Yorkshire, 
England. 

His  father,  John  Haylor,  and  his  mother.  Ann 
(Marshall)  Haylor,  were  both  natives  of  the  same 
locality.  As  a mechanic  and  merchant,  the 
father  was  successful  and  well-to-do,  but  came  to 
America  with  his  family  in  1866  for  the  better 
opportunities  it  afforded.  The  family  lived  for 
two  years  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  then  removed  to 
a farm  in  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county, 
afterward  moved  to  one  in  Russia  township, 
where  they  remained  until  the  father's  death  in 
1891.  The}-  were  leading  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  with  which  they  united  in  earl}’  life. 
Of  their  nine  children  ail  are  living,  and  five 
have  settled  in  or  near  Oberlin,  where  their 
mother  now  resides.  Sarah  married  Jacob  Hales, 

1 of  Ridgeville,  Ohio;  Henry  is  a dry-goods  em- 
ploye at  Canton,  Ohio;  D.  A.,  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  John  is  a farmer  near  Oberlin; 
William  is  in  business  in  that  city;  Herbert, 
merchant  and  farmer,  living  at  Irving,  Kansas; 
and  Anna,  Mrs.  Fred  Papworth;  Clara,  Mrs. 
John  Papworth:  and  Walter,  all  reside  in  or  near 
Oberlin. 

Our  subject  attended  an  excellent  private 
school  in  England  until  the  age  of  thirteen. 
After  coming  to  America  he  continued  his  studies 
| in  the  district  schools  of  Lorain  county,  working 
at  the  same  time  with  his  father  on  the  farm,  and 
at  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  So  well  did  he  im- 
prove his  opportunities  that  he  received  the  posi- 
tion of  teacher  in  the  same  place  where  he  had 
been  a pupil,  and  there  and  elsewhere  he  taught 
during  the  winter  terms  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  when  he  entered  Oberlin  College  to  fit 
himself  for  a professional  teacher.  He  supported 
himself  during  five  years  of  study,  earning  over 
one  thousand  dollars  and  completed  a seven- 
years’  classical  course.  He  took  the  degree  of 
B.  A,.,  and  has  also  finished  a professional  course 
for  teachers.  He  ranked  among  the  first  in  a 
class  of  fifty-five,  and  received  the  president's 
recommendation  for  the  first  place  among  their 
applications  for  teachers.  During  his  senior  year 
he  was  engaged  as  a tutor  in  mathematics.  Since 
graduation  he  has  been  continuously  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  educational  work;  one  year 
in  Seville,  Medina  county;  two  years  in  Perrys- 
; burg,  Wood  county;  six  years  in  Bryan.  Williams 
county,  and  from  1889  to  the  present  time  he 
has  been  superintendent  of  schools  in  Bowling 
Green,  and  is  a member  of  the  city  board  of  e.\- 
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aminers.  He  has  been  an  active  institute  in- 
structor and  lecturer.  In  each  of  the  above 
places  the  schools  secured  under  his  management 
a reputation  for  thorough  work  and  judicious  con- 
trol that  has  never  been  questioned,  but  has 
brought  to  him  and  the  communities  both  honor 
and  permanent  good. 

He  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Xetta  G. 
Lawrence,  of  Perrysburg,  and  has  three  children, 
Ruth,  Vida  and  Janet.  His  high  scholastic  at- 
tainments and  fine  natural  abilities  give  him  an 
influential  place  in  intellectual  circles.  He  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  generous  supporters  of  all  educa- 
tional and  philanthropical  movements  in  the 
community.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

Edwin  R.  Sage,  M.  D.  No  man  in  Wood 
county  is  better  known  or  has  a larger  circle  of 
warm  friends  than  this  popular  physician,  who  i 
for  over  thirty  years  has  ministered  to  the  sick 
and  suffering  of  Montgomery  township.  He 
was  born  at  Windham,  Conn.,  January  18,  1825, 
and  is  a son  of  George  and  Lucy  (Davis)  Sage. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  whither  his  parents  moved  when  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age.  The  father  dying  when 
Edwin  was  fifteen  years  old,  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  at  eighteen  began  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  a shoemaker  at  Berlin  Heights, 
Ohio.  At  this  he  worked  for  three  years,  being 
paid  at  the  rate  of  $30,  $35,  and  $40  per  year, 
out  of  this  paying  for  his  board  and  clothing. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  sent  on 
horseback  to  Prairie  Depot  for  a yoke  of  oxen, 
and  while  there  was  urged  to  start  a shoe-shop, 
as  there  was  none  in  the  village  at  that  time. 
He  returned  to  Berlin  Heights,  and  soon  after- 
ward took  the  stage  to  Lower  Sandusky  (now 
Fremont),  from  which  place  he  walked,  carrying 
his  kit  of  tools,  to  Prairie  Depot.  This  was  in 

1846.  In  the  office  of  Dr.  Hutchins  he  found 
the  only  available  space  for  his  bench,  the  use  of 
this  place  being  tendered  him  by  the  Doctor,  who 
took  a great  liking  to  him.  This  was  a fortunate 
crisis  in  his  life,  for  he  had  a craving  for  scientific 
study,  and,  being  surrounded  by  medical  books 
and  appliances,  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine. 

Six  months  later  Dr.  Sage  returned  to  Berlin 
Heights,  where  he  spent  the  winter  of  1846  and 

1847.  In  the  latter  year  his  widowed  mother, 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  removed  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  had  procured  a lot  of  land,  he 
himself  remaining  in  Berlin  Heights  until  1848, 
in  which  year  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 


for  Martin  Van  Buren,  the  Free-soil  candidate. 
In  1850  he  went  to  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  summer  of  1857, 
at  which  time  he  took  up  his  permanent  residence 
in  Wood  county,  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  “hung  out  his  shingle  ” as  an  M.  1). 
During  his  stay  at  Chagrin  Falls  Dr.  Sage  hail 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  H.  W.  Curtis,  and  had 
seen  some  practice,  answering  calls  for  his  tutor, 
which  the  latter  was  unable  to  personally  attend. 
On  October  8,  1S5S,  Dr.  Sage  was  married  at 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Yant,  who 
was  born  in  Bethlehem,  Ohio,  December  12, 
1835,  a daughter  of  John  and  Dorothea  (Usher 
Yant,  the  former  a hotel-keeper,  whose  death 
took  place  in  Crawford  county.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  the  Doctor  and  his  wife, 
namely:  Rose  D.,  the  wife  of  F.  B.  Hill,  of 

Chicago  Junction,  Ohio;  Eddie,  who  died  when 
two  years  old;  and  Edward  R. , who  is  in  the 
United  States  railway  mail  service  (on  January 
20,  1S96,  he  married  Evelyn  Wingar).  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  Dr.  Sage  was  a poor  man, 
and  for  many  years  had  a “hard  row  to  hoe.'' 
His  patients  were  also  poor,  as  they  were  mostly 
people  coming  in  and  settling  on  new  farms,  who 
had  little  or  no  money  for  doctors'  bills.  He, 
however,  was  energetic  and  hopeful,  and  strug- 
gled on  until  times  were  better,  and  his  practice 
became  lucrative.  Dr.  Sage  has  thousands  of 
dollars  in  fees  that  many  physicians  would  have 
collected,  but  his  kindness  of  heart  would  not  al- 
low him  to  insist  upon  payment  from  people  he 
knew  were  unable  to  spare  the  money.  In  all 
his  thirty-one  years  of  practice,  he  has  never  re- 
fused to  answer  a call  because  his  patient  was 
poor.  Dr.  Sage  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful practitioners  in  Wood  county,  is  well 
known  for  miles  around,  and  his  many  acts  of 
benevolence  and  liberality  have  endeared  him  to 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  No  man  ever  doubt- 
his  word,  and  his  patients  have  the  most  im- 
plicit confidence  in  his  ability  as  a physician. 

Politically  Dr.  Sage  was  formerly  a Democrat 
and  a Free-soiler,  and  voted  for  Gov.  Wood,  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  that  office.  After  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  however,  he 
adopted  its  principles,  and  has  ever  since  been 
one  of  its  stanchest  adherents.  He  served  as 
clerk  of  Montgomery  township  for  one  term,  ami 
in  1875  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  at 
the  close  of  his  term  being  re-elected.  Social!) 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Dr.  Sage 
has  108  acres  of  excellent  land  near  Prairie  De- 
pot, from  which  he  derives  a comfortable  income 
When  the  call  on  the  Ohio  National  Guards  was 
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made,  Dr.  Sage  was  a member  of  Company  K, 

1 44th  regiment,  Col.  Miller  commanding.  At 
1 icrry v ille,  Va. , thirty-one  of  the  company  were 
taken  prisoners,  two  killed,  and  two  wounded, 
Dr.  Sage  being  one  of  those  taken  prisoner.  He 
was  in  the  Lynchburg,  Ya. , prison,  and  also  in 
Libby,  at  Richmond,  Va.  He  served  as  second 
lieutenant,  and  experienced  some  severe  hard- 
ships, as  he  was  on  the  march  most  of  the  time. 
X’o  man  stands  higher  in  the  community,  or  is 
entitled  to  higher  respect  from  his  fellow  citizens 
than  Dr.  E.  R.  Sage. 

John  Meily  Hoffa, editor  of  the  Wood  County 
Tribune , was  born  December  9,  1854,  at  Myers- 
town,  Lebanon  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Levi  and  ! 
Susan  (Meily)  Hoffa.  Mrs.  Susan  (Meily)  Hoffa, 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  July  21,  1831,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaretha  (Vogt)  Meily, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  born  October  24,  1792, 
and  died  November  29,  1847.  She  was  a 

daughter  of  Mathias  Vogt,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 24,  1756,  and  died  March  2,  1839;  his  wife  | 
Sophia,  was  born  December  12,  1767.  and  died 
October  9,  1855.  This  long-lived  couple  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  our  subject's 
grandmother,  Margaretha,  being  one  of  them.  1 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Meily  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Two  sons  died  in  infancy:  John  mar- 

ried Kate  Zinn,  and  died  in  Lebanon  county,  ; 
Penn. ; Catherine,  now  deceased,  was  the  second 
wife  of  Thomas  Bassler,  and  had  one  child;  Re- 
becca is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Stoner,  and  they  reside  ; 
in  Franklin  county,  Penn;  Mollie  is  the  wife  of 
Christian  Strack,  who  resides  near  Myerstown,  j 
Penn.;  Eliza  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Bixler;  Fanny 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Click;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Seltzer,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Dauphin  county,  Penn. ; Sallie  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Noll,  she  resides  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ; 
Susan,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  comes  next; 
she  has  her  home  in  Lebanon  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Levi  Hoffa  was  born  at  Myerstown,  March  9, 
1827,  and  was  a son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
(Blecher)  Hoffa,  also  natives  of  Lebanon  county,  ] 
the  former  of  whom  was  a tailor  by  trade,  which 
occupation  he  followed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
do  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Levi, 
father  of  our  subject.  (2)  Cyrus  Samuel,  a grad- 
uate of  Gettysburg  College,  Gettysburg,  Penn., 
and  who  was  a German  Evangelical  Lutheran 
minister;  shortly  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
kivil  war,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  90-days 
Service,  and  after  his  term  of  enlistment  had  ex- 
P;red,  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  F,  4th 
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Penn.  Cav. , was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  in 
Andersonville.  (3)  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Wagner, 
resides  at  Lebanon,  Lebanon  Co.,  Penn.  (4) 
Mary  M.  is  deceased;  (5)  Catherine;  (6)  Melinda, 
born  June  25,  1836,  died  May  27,  1857;  by  oc- 
cupation she  was  a school  teacher.  (7)  Leah 
Amelia,  born  February  6,  1839,  married  Henry 
Wise,  and  died  March  27,  i860;  she  was  also  a 
school  teacher.  (8)  Maurice  J.  (now  deceased) 
was  the  youngest  of  this  family.  Levi  died  May 
S,  1856,  the  father  of  two  children:  Mary  Alice, 
born  October  14,  1853,  is  now  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Umberger,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Her- 
bert (they,  reside  in  Lebanon  county,  Penn.);  and 
John  M.,  our  subject.  There  is  also  another  son 
in  the  family,  William  Gurten  Hoffa  (a  child  of 
Mrs.  Levi  Hoffa  by  her  second  husband,  Cyrus 
Samuel  Hoffa),  born  August  24,  1864,  and  now 
a wholesale  dealer  in  barbers’  supplies  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 

John  Meily  Hoffa,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  part  at  the  district  schools  and  an 
academy,  in  part  at  the  “College  Palatinate,”  at 
Myerstown,  which  institution  had  been  organized 
out  of  the  academy.  On  leaving  college  he,  in 
1872,  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a printer 
in  a job  office  at.  Myerstown,  and  in  1874  opened 
a iob  office  in  the  same  town,  which  he  carried 
on  until  1876.  in  that  year  moving  to  Palmyra, 
Penn.,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
business  until  1878,  when,  in  connection  there- 
with, he  established  the  Londonderry  Weekly 
Gazette.  In  the  course  of  about  a year  he  sold 
out,  and  in  1880  removed  to  La  Rue,  Marion 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  bought  the  Xews  of  that  place, 
the  publication  of  which  he  continued  until  1SS2, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  therein.  In 
1883  he  moved  to  New  Carlisle,  Clark  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  bought  the  Sun , publishing  the  same  until 
1890,  in  which  year  he  disposed  of  his  property 
there  took  up  his  residence  in  Ottawa,  Putnam 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  bought  the  Ottawa  Gazette.  In 
1893  he  sold  this  out,  and  purchased  a one-fourth 
interest  in  the  Wood  County  Sentinel  (Daily  and 
Weekly),  at  Bowling  Green,  which  interest  he 
still  owns.  In  the  fall  of  1 895  he  also  purchased 
stock  in  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Tribune , at  the 
same  place,  consisting  of  92. \ shares,  and  in 
March,  1S96,  he  assumed  the  editorial  manage- 
; ment  of  that  paper,  his  present  incumbency. 
Later  he  purchased  more  stock,  and  now  owns 
nearly  half  of  that  plant.  These  papers  are  a 
success,  having  few,  if  any,  equals. 

In  1875,  John  M.  Hoffa  was  married  at  Pal- 
myra, Penn.,  to  Miss  Ida  J.  Zimmerman,  who 


' 


502 


WOOD  COUNTY , OHIO. 


was  born  January  3,  1859,  at  that  town,  a 

daughter  of  Abram  and  Maria  (Kieffer)  Zimmer- 
man, the  former  of  whom,  a stonemason  by  trade, 
was  born  May  13,  1831,  a son  of  John  Peter,  a 
farmer,  and  Sarah  Zimmerman.  The  latter 
couple  were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows: 
Henry;  Abram;  Daniel;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry 
Miller  of  Annville,  Lebanon  Co.,  Penn,  (they 
have  three  children — John,  Joseph  and  Catherine) ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  Farling,  of  Lebanon  county, 
Penn.;  and  Kate.  Mrs.  Maria  (Kieffer)  Zimmer- 
man was  a daughter  of  John  Kieffer,  who  was 
also  born  in  Lebanon  county,  Penn. , and  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Horstick,  born  August  10,  1817,  and 
by  her  had  two  children,  viz.:  Maria  (Mrs. 

Abram  Zimmerman),  born  April  24,  1840,  and 
Reuben,  a coal  dealer  at  Annville,  Lebanon 
Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

To  Abram  and  Maria  Zimmerman  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Ida  J.  (Mrs.  Hoffa),  born 

January  3,  1859;  Lizzie  Loretta,  born  in  1861, 
married  Joseph  Horstick,  and  they  reside  at 
Palmyra,  Lebanon  Co.,  Penn.,  and  have  no  chil- 
dren; and  Anna  Lenora,  married  Albert  Detwiler, 
and  they  reside  at  Harrisburg,  Penn,  (have  two 
children).  The  father  of  this  family  died  Novem- 
ber 2,  1886;  the  mother  is  now  living  at  Huin- 
melstown,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  four  chil- 
dren, to  wit:  (1)  Mary  J.,  born  May  6,  1S76, 

married  to  Clarence  \Y.  Griswold,  at  Ottawa, 
Ohio,  where  he  is  agent  for  the  Findlay,  Ft. 
Wayne  & Western  railroad  and  the  American 
and  National  Express  companies;  they  have  two 
children — Ella  Meily  and  Linn.  (2)  Meily  Val- 
entine, born  February  14,  1878,  died  of  typhoid 
fever  October  29,  1891,  at  Ottawa,  Ohio;  (3) 
Harry  Levi  Marcellus,  born  April  6,  1881;  (4) 
Abram  Zimmerman,  born  September  21,  1886, 
at  Ottawa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Hoffa  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Evangelical  Church. 
Socially  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A.  since  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  joining 
Camp  No.  192  thereof  at  Palmyra,  Penn.;  he  held 
the  position  of  State  master  of  forms  and  cere- 
monies, and  tpr  one  year  was  State  trustee  in 
Ohio;  also  was  district  president  at  large.  At 
La  Rue,  Ohio,  he  organized  a camp  of  the  P.  O. 
S.  of  A.  and  also  united  with  Day  Lodge  No.  28, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , at  La  Rue,  and  is  a past  noble 
grand,  and  still  retains  membership  in  that 
society.  At  Richland  he  joined  the  Encamp- 
ment, there  being  none  at  La  Rue.  He  became 
a member  of  La  Rue  Lodge  No.  463,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  affiliated  with  New  Carlisle  Chapter  No.  57 
and  New  Carlisle  Council  No.  30,  both  at  New 


Carlisle.  While  residing  at  Ottawa,  Ohio,  being 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Lima,  he  became  a 
member  of  Shawnee  Commandery  No.  14, 
Knights  Templar,  and  on  moving  to  Bowling 
Green  he  associated  with  the  Ancient  Accepted 
: Scottish  Rite  of  the  Valley  of  Toledo,  being  a 
member  of  Miami  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Fort  In- 
dustry Chapter  Rose  Croix,  at  Toledo,  and 
Northern  Light  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem. 
He  also  belongs  to  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  which  includes  the  32nd  degree 
in  Masonry.  At  Palmyra  he  became  a member 
of  Castle  No.  7,  Knights  of  the  Mystic  Chain;  at 
New  Carlisle  he  joined  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
Lodge;  while  at  Ottawa  he  united  with  the 
: K.  O.  T.  M.  and  the  National  Union.  A Re- 
i publican  in  politics,  Mr.  Hoffa  served  as  corpor- 
ation clerk  at  New  Carlisle,  and  on  the  board  of 
health  until  he  removed  from  that  place.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion there,  a director  for  two  terms,  also  vice- 
president  until  he  removed,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  vice-president  of  the  Building  and  Loan 
Association  at  Bowling  Green,  which  is  a branch 
of  the  Cleveland  Indemnity  and  Loan  Association. 

F.  T.  Hedge,  the  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  F.  T.  Hedge  & Co.,  is  at  the 
head  of  the  largest  tile  factory  in  Wood  county, 
and  is  one  of  its  most  successful  and  enterprising 
business  men.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
York  township,  Medina  county,  May  5,  1853, 
and  is  the  second  son  and  third  child  in  the  fam- 
ily of  George  B.  and  Kate  (Crawfoot)  Hedge. 
He  was  quite  small  when  brought  to  Wood  coun- 
ty,  where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  previous  to  his  seventeenth  year 
worked  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  his  father's 
mill.  At  that  time  Mr.  Hedge  began  learning 
the  saddler’s  trade  with  Andrew  Emerine,  at 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  for  two  years, 
when  failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon  that 
trade  for  a time,  though  he  later  followed  it  for 
several  years,  in  fact,  until  1885.  In  the  early 
“eighties”  he  began  brick  and  tile  making  in 
Montgomery  township  with  his  brother  G.  \\  . 
buying  an  interest  in  the  business  of  Russel  Mor- 
gan. His  father  afterward  became  a partner  in 
the  enterprise,  but  later  sold  his  share  to  another 
' brother,  II.  W.,  and  the  firm  assumed  the  pres- 
1 ent  title,  that  of  F.  T.  Hedge  & Co.  They  are 
j now  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
tile,  having  a large  plant  erected  in  1892.  the 
j main  building  being  40x98  feet,  four  stories  m 
height,  with  a wing  36x82  feet.  Our  subject 
1 thoroughly  understands  the  business  in  all  it> 
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originated  by  him,  and  very  economical. 

At  the  home  of  Harlow  Hill,  in  Montgomery 
township,  on  February  13,  1887,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hedge  and  Miss  Martha 
Caskie,  who  was  born  near  Carey,  Ohio,  May  3, 
1,358,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Matilda 
(Smith)  Caskie.  They  began  housekeeping  in 
Montgomery  township,  on  Section  iS,  and  in 
1892  remodeled  their  residence,  and  now  have  a 
comfortable  and  pleasant  dwelling.  The  home 
has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  two  children 
— Jay  C.,  born  January  19,  1889;  and  George 
15.,  born  October  9,  1892.  Mr.  Hedge  uses  his 
right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  takes  no 
active  part  in  political  affairs;  socially  he  is  a 
worthy  member  of  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499, 

K.  of  P. , of  Prairie  Depot;  of  Prairie  Depot 
Lodge  No.  646,  I O.  O.  F. ; and  Crystal  En- 
campment No.  271.  Like  all  of  the  members  i 
of  the  well-known  Hedge  family,  of  Montgomery 
township,  he  is  prosperous  and  well-to-do,  his 
success  being  mainly  due  to  his  own  ability,  en- 
terprise and  industry,  and  as  the  result  of  his  ef- 
forts he  has  secured  a comfortable  competence, 
which  is  justly  merited. 

B.  L.  Abbott,  a prominent  attorney  at  law 
of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Townsend  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  July  5,  1850.  His  grand- 
father Abbott  came  at  an  early  date  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Huron  county,  from  Trumansburg,  Yates 
county,  New  York. 

Our  subject’s  father,  James  R.  Abbott,  was 
about  seventeen  years  old  at  the  time  of  this  re- 
moval, and  he  at  once  devoted  his  energies  to 
serving  the  best  interests  of  the  people  among 
whom  his  lot  was  cast.  He  united  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church  before  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
and  supplying  the  deficiencies  in  his  education  by 
private  study,  he  prepared  for  the  ministry.  His 
first  charge  was  in  Huron  county,  where  he  re- 
mained many  years.  He  then  preached  at 
Reading,  Mich.,  for  seven  years,  after  which  he 
moved  to  Grand  Rapids  where  his  active  useful- 
ness was  cut  short  by  a stroke  of  paralysis,  caused 
by  overwork.  The  last  twelve  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  the  home  of  our  subject  at  Bowling 
Green.  He  was  married  in  1842  to  Miss  Caroline 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  1824,  and  is  now  resid- 
*ng  with  her  son,  Fred  E.  Abbott,  at  fowling 
Green,  the  youngest  of  her  five  children.  The 
others  were  Amanda  (deceased),  who  married 
Daniel  Howe,  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio;  James 
K.,  a resident  of  Montcalm  county,  Mich.;  B.  L. , 


our  subject;  and  Ida,  the  wife  of  Frank  S.  Joels, 
of  Fredonia,  New  York. 

Our  subject's  early  life  was  spent  in  Michigan, 
where  he  acquired  a knowledge  of  vocal  music 
which  afterward  served  him  well.  In  1S71  he 
came  to  Bowling  Green  and  studied  law  with  an 
uncle,  Philander  S.  Abbott,  a well-known  lawyer. 
He  had  intended  to  take  a course  in  literature 
and  law  at  Michigan,  but  the  illness  of  his  father 
compelled  him  to  become  the  “breadwinner” 
for  the  family',  and  in  the  emergency  he  resorted 
to  the  teaching  of  vocal  music.  His  professional 
studies  were  postponed  for  several  years,  but 
after  his  marriage,  in  1876,  to  Miss  Mary  L. 
Marshall,  he  resumed  them,  and  August  13,  1878, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His  wife  is  a native  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  born  September  20,  1854, 
and  she  is  an  admirable  helpmeet,  cultured  and 
sympathetic.  They  have  five  children:  Floyd 

L.,  Henry  L. , Emergene  L. , Lilah  Belle,  and 
Lorene. 

Mr.  Abbott  began  to  practice  law  with  a 
former  preceptor,  Edson  Goit,  and  the  partner- 
ship lasted  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Goit.  He  has 
a good  civil  practice,  and  has  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful in  the  conduct  of  business  entrusted  to 
him.  Recently  he  engaged  in  oil  producing,  has 
sunk  three  paying  wells  and  has  others  under 
way7.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has 
held  several  important  official  positions.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  mayor,  and  for  more  than  thirteen 
consecutive  years  has  been  a justice  of  the  peace. 
About  two  years  ago  his  friends  were  surprised  at 
a new  departure,  seemingly  out  of  his  line,  when 
he  announced  his  discovery  of  a cure  for  bald- 
ness, which  he  christened  “ Baldoline. " 1 1 is 

well-tried  integrity  lent  credit  to  his  claims  for 
the  new  remedy,  however,  and  the  test  of  expe- 
rience has  abundantly  confirmed  them  in  every 
case  where  the  treatment  has  been  properly 
given. 

Hon.  Robert  J.  Collin,  mayor  of  Tontogany, 
and  a leading  druggist  of  that  town,  was  born 
July  21,  1849.  in  Medina,  Ohio.  His  parents 
Ephraim  and  Matilda  (Hall)  Collin,  were  both 
born  near  Ely,  Cambridgeshire,  England,  his 
father  in  1S25,  and  his  mother  in  182S.  They 
were  married  there,  and  in  1848  came  to  the 
United  States  making  their  home  near  Medina. 
Ohio,  until  1853,  when  they  came  to  Wood 
county;  but  in  the  following  year,  owing  to  the 
breaking  out  of  cholera  in  that  section,  they  re- 
turned to  Medina  county,  and  bought  a farm  at 
Chatham  Center.  They  sold  this  in  the  (all  of 
1S60,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  they  came  to 
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Wood  county,  where  they  purchased  wild  land 
near  Perrysburg,  which  they  cleared  and  im-  j 
proved,  converting  it  into  a tine  farm.  Here  i 
they  remained  until  the  fall  of  1874,  at  that  time 
selling  out  their  possessions  in  Wood  county,  and 
once  more  returning  to  Medina  county,  where 
they  now  reside.  Mrs.  Collin  is  a faithful  ad- 
herent of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Collin  was  an 
early  Abolitionist,  and  one  of  the  first  in  his  lo- 
cality to  unite  with  the  Republican  party.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Robert  J.,  our 

subject;  Sophia,  wife  of  Joseph  Carpenter,  of 
Perrysburg;  Charles,  a farmer  in  Medina  county; 
and  Wilson,  deceased  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years. 

Robert  J.  Collin,  the  subject  proper. of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  part  at  the 
country  district  schools  of  Medina  and  Wood 
counties,  three  years  at  the  high  school  of  Perrys- 
burg, and  one  year  at  Berea,  graduating  in  1875, 
at  Valparaiso,  where  he  had  been  studying  two  j 
years.  When  became  to  Wood  county,  in  1853, 
bears  and  wolves  abounded,  and  around  on  his 
father's  farms  near  Perrysburg,  in  1861,  deer 
were  frequently  seen  in  droves.  He  taught  five 
terms  in  district  schools  and  two  years  in  Miami 
schools,  and  then  began  to  read  medicine  in  Per- 
rysburg, in  1876,  a year  later  coming  to  Tonto- 
gany,  where  he  bought  an  interest  in  a drug 
store  since  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of 
Davis  & Collin.  This  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial business  enterprises  in  the  vicinity.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  drug  business  he  is  interested  in 
farm  land,  owning  property  in  Washington  town-  , 
ship,  also  in  Kansas. 

On  J une  24,  1879,  Mr.  Collin  married  Miss  ; 
Alice  Hannah,  a native  of  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  : 
born  August  28,  1854,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: Arthur,  born  September  16,  1880,  and  ! 

Harry,  born  December  4,  1885,  who  havealready 
given  their  allegiance  to  the  church  of  their  an- 
cestors, the  Methodist,  of  which  Mr.  Collin  has 
been  a prominent  member  for  years.  For  the 
past  eighteen  years  he  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  M.  E.  Sunday-school.  The  same  sterling 
characteristics  which  have  led  to  Mr.  Collin's 
success  in  other  lines  of  effort,  have  made  him  a 
favorite  candidate  for  official  position,  as  he  is 
now  serving  his  third  term  as  township  clerk,  and 
was  in  April,  1895,  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor 
of  his  town.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  F. 

& A.  M. , Tontogany  Lodge  No.  451. 

Edward  R.  Sack,  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Montgomery  township,  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  New  England  family,  and  is 


a representative  of  the  seventh  generation  from 
David  Sage,  who  was  born  in  Wales,  in  1639, 
and  came  to  Middleton,  Conn.,  in  1652.  '1  he 

grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Sage,  was 
born  in  1772,  and  his  wife,  Harriet,  in  1774. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  also  named  George, 
was  born  July  4,  1801,  in  Middleton,  Conn.,  and 
was  married  in  Chatham,  Conn.,  June  26,  1821, 
to  Miss  Lucy  Davis,  also  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  November  4,  1799. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a manufacturer 
and  dresser  of  cloth,  and  followed  that  business 
for  a time  in  Connecticut.  In  1838  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Washington  county,  Va.,  where 
he  settled  near  Glade  Springs.  He  rented  a full- 
ing-mill and  carding-machine,  which  he  operated 
some  ten  years.  He  then  came  to  Ohio,  travel- 
ing all  the  way  in  wagons,  camping  cut  most  of 
the  time  at  night,  and  occupying  four  weeks  on 
the  road.  He  settled  in  Vermilion  township, 
Erie  county,  where  he  remained  one  winter,  then 
going  to  Hartsgrove,  Ashtabula  county,  where 
he  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  partnership  with 
another  man.  On  this  farm  was  a fulling-mill 
and  carding-machine,  which  was  run  by  water- 
power, and  they  subsequently  built  a gristmill 
on  the  same  stream.  Mr.  Sage’s  partner  proved 
to  be  dishonest,  and  two  years  later  the  firm 
failed.  Mr.  Sage  had  nothing  left  but  a team  of 
horses  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Cook  count)’, 
111.,  which  latter  proved  upon  examination,  by  a 
person  sent  for  that  purpose,  to  be  of  so  little 
value  that  it  was  not  worth  the  taxes.  Mr.  Sage 
was  obliged  to  return  to  Erie  county,  where  he 
died  of  bilious  fever,  July  22,  1S40.  He  was 
naturally  a robust,  hearty  man,  and  his  early 
death  was  a great  blow  to  his  wife  who  was  left 
with  nine  children  to  care  for.  Mr.  Sage  had 
but  a limited  schooling,  but  was  a man  of  much 
natural  ability,  honest  and  industrious,  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  old-time  Dem- 
ocrat. His  wife  was  a Methodist.  She  lived  to 
be  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  died  in  Huron, 
Ohio,  and  both  are  buried  at  Berlin  Heights. 

The  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  as 
follows:  William  G.,  born  in  Windham,  Conn., 
October  26,  1822,  lives  in  Huron,  Ohio;  Edward 
R.  and  Edwin  R.  were  born  in  Windham,  Conn., 
January  18,  1825;  Harriet  M.,  born  in  Windham, 
February  10,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Parker, 
of  Coldwater,  Mich.;  Orrin  W.,  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Va. , September  1,  1829,  enlisted, 
in  1864,  in  Company  K,  144th  O.  V.  L,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  with  his  entire  company  only  nine 
of  whom  escaped  ) at  Berry vi lie;  Va.  ( he  died  in 
the  Rebel  prison  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.);  Elizabeth 
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j born  in  Washington,  Va. , December  26,  1S31, 
the  widow  of  Timothy  Gould,  of  Prairie  Depot; 

| Muise,  born  in  Washington  county,  Va.,  March 

*8^4,  is  the  wife  of  Byron  Case,  of  West  To- 
ledo, Ohio;  Charles  J.  was  born  April  11,  1836, 

„j  Washington.  Va. ; Janies  M.,  born  in  Harts- 
„r0ve,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  April  21,  1838,  died 
m childhood. 

Edward  R.  Sage,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
|,ad  a limited  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  day,  whose  curriculum  seldom  extended  be- 
yond the  “three  R's.”  His  father’s  early  death 
j,  ft  the  family  dependent  upon  their  own  exer- 
tions for  a livelihood,  but  they  managed  to  keep 
together,  the  boys  learning  various  trades  and  the 
mother  working  at  weaving.  When  sixteen  years 
old  Edward  began  learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade 
under  Isaac  Fowler,  who  had  a country  shop  be- 
tween Vermilion  and  Huron.  For  four  years  the 
lad  worked  in  this  place  at  a salary  of  $4  a month, 
out  of  which  he  kept  himself  anu  had  money  left 
to  give  his  mother.  After  his  uncle  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Erie  county,  Mr.  Sage  started  a shop  of 
his  own,  which  he  carried  on  for  a time.  In  the 
meantime  his  twin  brother,  Edwin  R. , had  come 
to  Wood  county  and  bargained  for  108  acres  of 
land,  and  the  family  decided  to  follow  him  and 
locate  on  the  property.  Accordingly,  in  1847, 
the  mother,  with  six  of  her  children — -Edward  R.,  j 
Orrin,  Elizabeth,  Lucy,  Charles,  and  James — 
came  by  team  and  settled  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, making  their  home  temporarily  near  the 
land  mentioned.  About  a month  afterward  they  j 
were  given  possession,  and  a log  cabin  was  their  1 
first  home.  This  property  was  school  land,  and 
was  bought  in  the  name  of  William,  the  eldest  ; 
sou,  it  being  intended  as  a home  for  the  family, 
and  that  all  the  sons  should  aid  in  paying  for  it. 
i lie  mother  lived  there  for  a short  time,  and  then 
returned  to  Eric  county,  where  she  died.  The 
three  brothers — William,  Edward,  and  Edwin — | 
"orked  the  farm  together  until  it  was  paid  for;  i 
about  [860  our  subject  purchased  the  property  j 
Com  his  brothers,  and  has  lived  there  ever  since. 


Since  that  time  he  has  sold  a portion  of  it  for 
town  lots,  and  has  now  about  ninety-five  acres 
remaining.  Most  of  the  improvements  on  the 
place  have  been  made  by  him,  he  having,  in  1858, 
b'ult  the  house  which  he  now  occupies. 

Gn  October  2,  1851,  Mr.  Sage  was  married 
■lt  breeport,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Caroline  Yant,  who 
as  horn  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  June  30,  1828. 

. parents  were  John  and  Dorothea  (Usher) 
( 'nb  and  her  father  was  a hotel-keeper.  Of 
('lls  u,hon  five  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
b>swell  E.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Lucv  I)., 


now  Mrs.  Frank  King,  of  Prairie  Depot;  John 
i residing  with  his  parents;  Charles,  living  at 
Prairie  Depot;  and  William  E.,  who  is  farming 
with  his  father.  Mr.  Sage,  who  is  a self-made 
man,  with  the  assistance  of  his  good  wife  has 
prospered  in  the  world,  and  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  the  township.  He  was  in  former 
days  an  Abolitionist,  but  has  for  many  years  been 
a stanch  Republican.  He  has  held  a number  ot 
important  local  offices,  being  for  eight  years 
treasurer  of  the  township,  for  six  years  justice  of 
I the  peace,  and  also  township  assessor.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Prairie  Depot,  and 
| has  been  a member  of  the  city  council.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
I Church.  A man  of  genial  disposition,  who  pre- 
! serves  the  vigor  and  enterprise  of  youth,  he  is 
exceedingly  popular  with  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  No  citizen  stands 
higher  in  the  community  or  is  more  deserving  of 
the  esteem  and  respect  in  which  he  is  held. 

H.  A.  Lease,  a well  known  and  leading  citi- 
zen of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Seneca  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  July  16,  1835.  His  parents  were 

Joseph  and  Delilah  (Olmstead)  Lease,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Md.,  in 
1806.  He  followed  farming  until  coming  to 
Bowling  Green,  when  he  took  up  gardening  as 
an  occupation.  He  was  a man  of  unusual  men- 
tal powers,  a great  student  of  the  Bible,  which 
he  knew  by  heart,  although  a free-thinker  in  his 
religious  views,  and  looked  upon  life  through  the 
eyes  of  a philosopher.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  a Scotchman  by  descent,  and  was 
a thrifty  and  industrious  man.  His  death  took 
place  in  Bowling  Green,  November  12,  1884. 

His  wife  was  born  in  Frederick  county.  Md.,  in 
1812,  and  died  April  28,  1891.  Their  two  chil- 
dren were  H.  A.,  and  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  R. 
Gust,  a capitalist  of  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  attended  college  for 
seven  months,  afterward  teaching  school  and 
reading  law  at  the  same  time.  In  September, 
1858,  he  went  to  California  where  he  taught 
school  and  mined  until  i860.  In  1861  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Cal- 
ifornia; was  appointed  district  attorney  of  Col- 
usa county,  by  the  county  commissioners,  and 
served  in  that  incumbency  one  term;  was  made 
assistant  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  in  1S61,  and  served  as  copying  clerk 
for  the  same  body  in  1863-64.  He  then  went  to 
Eldorado  county,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Placerville  route  of  the  Pacific 
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railway  until  1 866,  when  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Ohio.  In  1867  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Ohio.  In  1869  he  located  in  Bowling  Green, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1870  was  made  enrolling 
clerk  of  the  Ohio  Senate,  which  position  he  filled 
for  two  sessions  of  the  Legislature  (1872-73),  be- 
ing at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law.  Owing  to  ill  health  Mr.  Lease  has  been 
obliged  to  give  up  active  work,  and  now  devotes 
much  of  his  time  to  literary  pursuits,  a most  con- 
genial occupation,  as  he  is  a man  of  remarkably 
bright  intellect,  keen  observation,  and  retentive 
memory.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Bowling 
Green  & Toledo  Railroad  Co.,  Mr.  Lease  was 
elected  attorney  for  the  same,  and  continued  an 
official  of  the  company  as  either  attorney,  di- 
rector, auditor  or  general  manager  until  the  road 
was  sold  to  the  C. , H.  & D.  R.  R.  Co.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  uses  his  influence 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  that  party,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  the  best  means  by  which  our  country 
can  be  free  from  the  curse  of  intemperance.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  all  public  enterprises  does  his  part  as  a 
loyal  citizen.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
business,  owning  considerable  property  in  Bowl- 
ing Green,  among  which  is  that  known  as  the 
Lease  Building.  Mr.  Lease  is  unmarried,  “ and 
for  free  silver.  ” 

Rev.  Henry  Doty,  one  of  the  leading  min- 
isters of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  now  the 
pastor  of  the  congregation  at  Bowling  Green,  has 
shown  in  the  twelve  years  since  his  ordination  a 
rare  combination  of  practical  business  talent, 
with  spiritual  power  as  a preacher.  Although 
well  fitted  to  make  his  way  to  financial  success 
in  worldly  lines,  he  abandoned  a prosperous  busi- 
ness in  early  manhood  (the  management  of  a 
mill  belonging  to  his  father-in-law),  in  order  to 
devote  his  energies  to  the  Church,  and  while  his 
earnest  exhortations  and  convincing  logic  have 
turned  the  thoughts  of  many  to  the  truths  of  re- 
ligion, some  trace  of  the  natural  financier  is  to 
be  found  also  in  churches  built  or  repaired,  or  old 
debts  paid,  in  every  place  where  he  has  been 
stationed. 

Mr.  Doty  was  born  October  30,  1851,  near 
Findlay,  Ohio.  His  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Walters)  Doty,  were  both  born  in  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  his  father  on  October  20,  1816,  and  his 
mother  in  November,  1823.  On  the  maternal 
side  he  is  descended  from  an  old  Virginia  family. 
His  parents  still  occupy  the  same  farm  upon 
which  they  located  fifty-two  years  ago,  and  at- 
tend the  same  Church  with  which  they  then  united. 


Their  eight  children  are  all  living:  ( 1 ) Margaret 

J.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Cole,  of  Hancock  county ; 
(2)  W.  C.,  a resident  of  the  same  county;  ( 3 , 
Elijah,  a lumber  dealer  at  Leipsic,  Ohio;  (4; 
Henry,  our  subject;  (5)  Edward,  a farmer  in 
Hancock  county;  (6)  John  L. , who  lives  at  the 
old  homestead;  (7)  H.  Walter,  a prominent 
young  attorney  at  Findlay;  and  ( 8 ) Flora  Emma, 
the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  R.  Arnold,  the  pastor  of  the 
U.  B.  Church  at  Bascom,  Ohio.  Our  subject  im- 
proved the  educational  opportunities  afforded  by 
the  puhlic  schools  of  Hancock  county,  and  then 
entered  the  Union  Biblical  Seminary  at  Dayton, 
graduating  in  1888.  He  had  previously  been 
ordained  at  Helena,  Ohio,  September  21,  1 SS 3 . 
His  first  charge  was  on  Hoytville  circuit,  where 
during  a two-years  pastorate  he  had  175  acces- 
sions, and  built  a church.  At  North  Baltimore 
he  spent  two  years,  received  195  new  members, 
built  one  church  at  a cost  of  $4,000,  and  re- 
paired two  others.  He  then  came  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  found  the  Church  in  a discour- 
aging state;  but  with  the  help  of  the  faithful  and 
energetic  women  of  the  Society  he  raised  between 
five  and  six  hundred  dollars,  and  purchased  a bell 
and  other  needed  supplies.  During  his  one-year’s 
stay  at  that  time  eighty-five  new  members  were 
received.  In  the  two  years  following,  on  Syca- 
more circuit,  he  received  200  new  members,  and 
built  a brick  church  costing  $5,000,  repaired  two 
others  and  contracted  for  a parsonage.  He  then 
went  to  Dayton,  where  for  three  years  he  pursued 
a course  of  study  in  theLTnion  Biblical  Seminary, 
having  charge  during  the  last  two  years  of  h:s 
stay  there  of  Miami  Chapel  (the  old  Mother 
Church  of  his  denomination  in  Dayton),  and 
taking  into  fellowship  200  new  members.  Here 
$1,800  was  raised  for  repairs,  and  sundry  debts 
to  former  preachers  and  presiding  elders  were 
paid,  among  them  some  of  ten  years’  standing. 
His  next  charge  was  at  Chicago  Junction,  where 
some  debts  were  settled,  and  a parsonage  built 
and  paid  for  and  175  new  members  enrolled.  In 
September,  1S91,  he  returned  to  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  has  well  sustained  his  reputation  as  an 
earnest  worker.  About  350  members  have  been 
i added,  and  the  church  has  been  repaired  at  a 
; cost  of  $4,000,  all  of  which,  except  the  amount 
raised  by  Bishop  Cassel  at  the  rededication,  was 
solicited  and  collected  by  the  pastor.  On  Sep- 
tember 23,  [895,  at  the  Sandusky  Annual  Con- 
ference, he  was  elected  presiding  elder  of  the 
Fostoria  District,  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  P.  E.  of  the  same  District 

In  all  his  arduous  efforts  our  subject  has  been 
ably  seconded  by  his  wife,  w ho  was  formerly  Miss 
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Sarah  E.  Bishop,  a native  of  Hancock  county, 
horn  January  27,  1856.  They  were  married  May 
;o.  1872,  and  have  two  children:  Eva  B.,  born 

January  13,  1874,  who  is  a student  in  Otterbein 
ind.)  University,  and  John  D.,  born  October  1 1, 
j 878,  who  is  at  home,  and  is  now  attending  the 
high  school.  Our  subject  is  independent  in  pol- 
itics. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
0.  F.  Lodge  at  Bowling  Green. 

Edward  Beverstock,  the  junior  member  of 
the  well-known  law  firm  of  James  & Beverstock, 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Tontogany  May  8, 
1862.  As  one  of  the  brightest  of  Wood  county’s 
sons,  the  people  of  this  locality'  look  upon  his 
success  in  his  chosen  profession  with  pride,  and 
regard  his  future  as  assured.  Reared  upon  a 
farm,  his  educational- advantages  were  limited  to 
an  attendance  at  the  neighboring  district  school 
until  January,  1883,  when  he  entered  Oberlin 
College,  where  he  completed  the  classical  course 
and  graduated  in  1889,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
Having  determined  to  enter  the  legal  profession, 
he  took  the  course  offered  by  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School,  defraying  his  expenses  while  there  by 
acting  as  librarian  of  the  School  and  secretary  of 
the  Faculty.  The  degree  of  LL.  B.  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  May  27,  1891,  and  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  a few  days  later. 

In  August  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Beverstock 
entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  James, 
and  in  November  they  formed  a partnership 
which  still  continues,  with  an  office  also  at 
Toledo,  Ohio.  This  firm  has  become  better 
known,  and  acquired  a larger  practice,  than  any 
other  has  done  in  an  equally  short  time  in  this 
county.  Mr.  Beverstock  is  a close  student  and 
is  remarkable  for  his  well-balanced  abilities. 
With  a clear  insight  into  legal  principles,  and  the 
power  of  ready  application,  he  possesses  also  a 
high  order  of  practical  talent.  In  politics  as  well 
as  in  legal  affairs  his  advice  is  valued,  and  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Wood  County  Republican  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  the  year  1894. 

Mr.  Beverstock  was  married  July'  7,  1891,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  who  was  born  in  Oak- 
land county,  Mich.,  February  1,  1866.  They 
have  two  daughters,  Mary  V.  and  Helena  I. 
Mr.  Beverstock  and  his  wife  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

A.  M.  Russell,  the  deputy  auditor  of  Wood 
county,  and  a prominent  resident  of  Bowling 
Green,  is  an  official  whose  worth  has  been 
proven  in  various  positions  of  public  trust.  He 
comes  of  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  pos- 


sesses many  of  the  admirable  traits  of  character 
which  distinguished  that  race. 

His  father,  James  W.  Russell,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Penn.,  in  1784,  and  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  early  life,  locating 
upon  a farm  in  what  is  now  Mahoning  (then  a 
part  of  Trumbull)  county,  where  he  married  Miss 
Jane  A.  Wolfcale,  a native  of  Virginia,  born  near 
Harper's  Ferry',  in  1792.  She  died  in  1847,  her 
husband  lived  at  his  old  farm  to  an  advanced 
age,  and  died  in  1S70  at  the  home  of  a son  in 
Paulding  county.  They  reared  a family  of  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Nancy,  born  in  1812,  mar- 

ried John  Cushman,  and  lives  in  Michigan;  John, 
born  in  1814,  died  in  Wood  county  in  1884; 
Robert,  born  in  1816,  died  in  Bowling  Green  in 
i860;  Caroline,  born  in  181S,  married  Davis 
Randolph,  and  lives  in  Mahoning  county;  James 
M.,  born  in  1S21,  died  in  Paulding  county,  in 
September,  1879;  Jonathan  W. , born  in  1824, 
died  in  Trumbull  county  in  1835;  Betsey,  born 
in  1S26,  married  John  Williams,  of  Trumbull 
county;  Abraham  W.,  born  in  1829,  lives  at 
Ithaca,  Mich.;  Martha  Jane,  born  in  1S32,  is 
the  widow  of  John  Moore  of  Mahoning  county; 
and  our  subject,  the  youngest. 

A.  M.  Russell  was  born  March  7,  1835,  and 
remained  at  home  until  the  age  of  fifteen.  He 
attended  Antioch  and  Oberlin  Colleges  for  some 
time,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching  and  clerking 
in  a dry-goods  store.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at  the  first  call  to  arms, 
and  went  to  the  front  as  first  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany G.  14th  O.  Y.  I.  At  the  end  of  his  three- 
months’  term  of  service  he  returned  home,  and 
being  injured  on  the  way,  at  Columbus,  did  not 
re-enlist  until  1S63,  when  he  went  as  a private  in 
Company’  C,  68th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  receiving  by  well-earned  promo- 
i tion  the  rank  of  sergeant-major.  His  regiment 
was  attached  to  the  army  of  the  West,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  at  Atlanta  and  Bentonville, 
besides  many  other  lighter  engagements.  After 
being  mustered  out,  July  10,  1866,  he  came  to 
Bowling  Green  as  deputy  treasurer,  and  later 
clerked  in  a hardware  store  at  Perrysburg  until 
his  appointment  as  county  treasurer  in  Septem- 
ber, 1868,  to  serve  out  an  unexpired  term.  Sc 
well  did  he  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  that 
he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the 
! succeeding  term,  serving  until  1871.  For  the 
next  four  years  he  was  in  the  drug  business  at 
Perrysburg,  but  sold  out  in  1875,  and  a year 
later  began  clerking  in  different  offices  in  the 
county  court  house.  In  1879  he  was  again 
elected  county  treasurer,  and  since  his  term  ex- 
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pired,  in  1881,  he  has  served  as  deputy  auditor 
under  three  administrations. 

Mr.  Russell  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time  in  1861,  to  Miss  Rachel  A.  Carey  of  Pauld- 
ing county,  who  died  in  less  than  a year  after- 
ward. His  second  wife  was  Miss  Alta  Sullivan, 
who  was  born  in  Defiance  county,  July  7,  1843. 
They  have  two  children  living:  (1)  Charles  H., 

born  June  2 1,  1867,  is  a druggist's  clerk  at  Bowl- 
ing Green  (he  is  married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Mor- 
rison), (2)  Maude,  born  September  23,  1S75,  a 
young  lady  of  fine  social  gifts,  lives  at  home. 
Mr.  Russell  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , and  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Hon.  Elijah  P.  Emerson,  of  Bloomdale,  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, a business  man  and  farmer,  having  won  a dis- 
tinguished success  ip  every  line  of  effort  which 
he  has  entered.  He  is  a self-made  man,  who  as 
a boy  walked  into  Ohio,  accompanying  the 
slowly-moving  wagons  which  conveyed  his  par- 
ents and  their  household  goods  to  their  new 
home  on  the  frontier. 

« 

Mr.  Emerson  was  born  January  23,  1834,  in 
Berkeley  county,  Ya.  (now  \V.  Va.),  which  had 
been  for  many  years  the  home  of  his  father’s 
family.  His  grandfather  Emerson  was  a slave- 
holder, but  his  father,  Noble  Emerson,  being 
opposed  to  this,  in  early  manhood  determined  to 
seek  a home  in  a free  State.  He  had  been  em- 
ployed in  boyhood  as  a boatman  on  the  Poto- 
mac, and  as  a steersman  on  the  Chesapeake 
& Ohio  canal,  but  later  he  learned  the  cooper's 
trade,  which  he  followed  throughout  life.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Keesecker,  and  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  were  born  in  Ohio.  In 
1833  the  family  removed  to  Beaver  county, 
Penn.,  and  in  May,  1848,  they  came  to  Mexico, 
W yandot  Co.,  Ohio,  traveling  in  a small  two- 
horse  wagon,  our  subject  with  others  walking 
most  of  the  way,  a tedious  journey  for  even  a 
healthy  lad  of  fourteen.  One  day  his  feet  became 
sore,  and  mounting  one  of  the  horses  he  rode  for 
a few  miles;  becoming  weary,  he  fell  asleep, 
tumbled  off  the  horse  without  waking  up,  and 
narrow’ly  escaped  being  run  over.  The  father 
had  but  limited  means,  and  on  reaching  Mexico 
found  employment  at  his  trade,  later  buying  the 
shop,  the  trade  in  potash  and  in  pork  barrels 
furnishing  him  a good  business.  In  1859  he 
moved  to  Sycamore,  where  our  subject’s  mother 
died  December  7,  1862.  The  father  survived  her 
thirty  years,  dying  September  10,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three,  and  their  remains  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Sycamore.  Two  years  after 


i his  wife’s  death  he  moved  to  Pike  county,  Mo., 

| and  bought  a farm,  which  he  sold  later.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  for  some  time,  and  in  1871 
came  to  Eagleville  to  live  in  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  a man  of  industrious  habits,  was 
over  six  feet  two  inches  tall,  and  was  spare  in 
flesh.  While  he  was  no  politician  he  took  an 
intelligent  interest  in  all  the  questions  of  his  time 
and  was  a regular  voter,  being  a Whig  in  his 
early  years  and  later  a Republican. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  surviving  children 
of  the  following  family:  Samuel  B.  died  in  Ohio, 
a wealthy  man,  after  many  years  spent  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Eagleville;  Elijah  P. 
comes  next;  John  M.  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
123d  O.  V.  1.,  and  it  is  believed  is  one  of  the 
many  who  perished  in  Andersonville  prison; 
Rachel  A.  died  in  Virginia;  William  W.  lives  in 
Bloomdale;  Enoch  died  in  Virginia;  Mary  J.  is 
the  wife  of  Rufus  W.  Lundy,  a hardware  mer- 
chant of  Myrtle  Point,  Ore.;  Milton  L.  is  a pros- 
perous resident  of  Sycamore.  Ohio,  a blacksmith 
by  occupation;  Frank  N.  lives  in  San  Francisco; 
j Rufus  A.  is  a merchant  at  Bloomdale. 

Elijah  P.  Emerson  attended  the  subscription 
j schools  of  his  time  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
: old,  and  after  coming  to  Ohio  availed  himself  of 
the  privileges  afforded  by  the  district  schools. 
Later  he  studied  for  three  terms  at  Heidelberg 
College,  Tiffin,  and  one  term  in  the  Seneca 
1 County  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
\ began  teaching,  and  was  very  successful;  he 
taught  thirteen  terms  in  Wyandot  and  Seneca 
j counties,  and  spent  his  vacations  making  shin- 
gles, owning  a complete  outfit,  shaving-horse, 
drawknife,  froe  and  brake.  He  received  twenty- 
five  cents  per  hundred  when  the  timber  was  pre- 
pared, and  $3.75  per  thousand  when  the  w'ood 
was  taken  from  the  stump,  white  and  red  oak 
being  used  principally.  In  March.  1865,  he  went 
to  Pike  county,  Mo.,  and  taught  there  for  a short 
time.  On  April  17,  1866,  he  was  married  at 
Crawfordsville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine  Smalley, 
and  they  began  housekeeping  at  Eagleville.  where 
Mr.  Emerson  previously  fitted  up  a home.  His 
brother.  Dr.  Emerson,  who  was  then  practicing 
there,  had  pointed  out  an  opening  for  a mercan- 
tile business,  and,  as  our  subject  had  several 
hundred  dollars  saved,  he  made  the  venture. 
The  cost  of  goods  was  high  after  the  war.  and 
his  stock  was  small,  but  trade  increased  year  by 
year,  bringing  him  prosperity. 

In  1874,  when  Bloomdale  was  only  a cross- 
road, he  built  a store  there,  which  was  conducted 
by  his  brother  R.  A.,  and  in  April,  1877,  lie  sold 
it  to  him  and  another  brother.  In  the  spring  of 
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,s-8  he  sold  his  Eagleville  store.  In  1882  lie  I 
•eneti  a dry-goods  store  in  Bloomdale.  but  sold 
-/after  a few  months;  in  18S9  he  bought  a hard- 
[fe  store  in  Bloomdale  for  a son,  but  subse-  < 

. juently  sold  it.  He  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
, since  1876.  He  was  then  the  owner  of  eighty 
arms  in  B loom  township,  but  had  not  given  much  j 
mention  to  it,  and  one  day,  at  a sale  of  the 
■■  French  farm”  of  232  acres,  he  made  a bid  j 
merely  to  enliven  the  proceedings,  and  the  farm  j 
was  “knocked  down”  to  him.  The  business  was 
stew  to  Mr.  Emerson,  but  that  could  be  said  of 
.hi  his  other  enterprises,  and,  despite  the  predic- 
tions that  his  uniform  good  fortune  would  desert 
linn  if  he  tried  farming,  he  ventured,  and  suc- 
ceeded. He  now  Owns  352  acres  in  Bloom  town- 
ship,“and  fifty-eight  and  one-half  acres  in  Hancock 
county,  which  he  works  in  a thoroughly  syste- 
matic and  progressive  manner. 

Politically  Mr.  Emerson  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  nearly  all  his  life. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John 
C.  Fremont,  and  continued  to  vote  regularly  with 
that  party  until  1890,  when,  feeling  fully  con- 
vinced that  nothing  would  be  done  by  the  Re- 
publican party  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
whiskey  traffic,  he  began  to  enter  his  protest  to 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicants  by  vot- 
ing with  the  only  party  that  makes  public 
declaration  of  its  intention,  if  clothed  with 
power,  to  close  the  saloon  by  stopping  the  manu- 
facture and  removing  the  national  sanction  of 
partnership  in  the  business,  viz.:  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  has  never  aspired  to  office,  but  has 
been  chosen  to  different  positions.  At  one  time 
he  was  clerk  of  Bloom  township,  declining  a 
second  term;  from  January  1,  1867,  to  1875,  he 
was  postmaster  at  Bloom  (now  Ted),  and  when 
the  office  was  transferred  to  Bloomdale  he  be- 
came the  first  postmaster  there,  serving  until 
1877.  In  1883  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
as  Wood  county’s  representative,  and  filled  the 
place  four  years. 

He  served  four  months  in  the  Civil  war,  en- 
listing April  22,  1861,  in  Company  G,  15th  O. 

^ • h,  with  Capt.  Tyler,  in  the  100-days'  service, 
being  sent  to  West  Virginia.  On  his  return 
home  he  prepared  to  go  again,  helped  to  raise  a 
company  for  the  123rd  Regiment,  and  was  one  of 
'he  three  men  whose  activity  in  recuiting  was  to  I 
be  rewarded  by  positions  of  honor  in  t lie  com- 
pany. Mr.  Emerson  was  elected  by  the  men  to 
'he  office  of  second  lieutenant,  but  through 
''ome  manipulation  of  the  County  Central  Com- 
'mttee  he  was  not  appointed. 

A prominent  feature  of  Mr.  Emerson’s 


charming  home  is  his  library,  filled  with  well- 
selected  books  which  he  finds  pleasure  in  perus- 
ing. He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  in  which  he  has  been  an 
elder,  and  for  many  years  he  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  contributes  also 
to  the  support  of  other  Churches  in  the  locality. 
Their  nine  children  were  as  follows:  John  J. 

died  in  infancy;  Scott  S.  is  a farmer  in  Bloom 
township;  Olive  L.  married  Benton  Leathers, 
of  Bloom  township;  Horace  W.  is  at  home; 
Dow  P.  died  in  infancy;  Howard  H.  is  at 
home;  Elijah  P.,  Jr.,  died  in  childhood;  Lola 
E.  and  Florence  E.  are  at  home.  Socially,  Mr. 
Emerson 'was  for  some  years  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  but  on  moving  to  a distance  from  a 
lodge  he  “dropped  out,”  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son he  has  withdrawn  from  active  membership 
in  Erie  Post  No.  110,  G.  A.  R. , of  Bioomdale. 

Mrs.  Kate  (Smalley)  Emerson  was  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1844,  near  Rowsburg,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio.  She  was  the  sixth  child  born  to  Isaac 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Smalley,  whose  family 
was  subsequently  augmented  to  the  number  of 
seventeen — eleven  sons  and  six  daughters — of 
which  number  but  seven  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  Mrs. 
Emerson  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  and  settled  on  a farm  adjoining 
the  village  of  Crawfordsville,  near  the  site  of  the 
memorable  spot  where  Col.  Crawford  was  burned 
by  the  Indians.  Her  father  was  classed  among 
the  progressive  farmers  of  his  day.  He  was 
strongly  imbued  with  the  belief  that  a well-raised 
child — one  to  whom  the  parents  had  faithfully  dis- 
charged their  duty — should  be  sent  out  to  combat 
the  realities  of  life,  fully  panoplied  in  head,  heart 
and  hands  for  whatever  position  fate  held  in  store 
or  whatever  condition  circumstances  might  de- 
velop. Hence  Mrs.  Emerson  was  early  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  during  the  intervals  between 
terms  was  schooled  by  the  mother  in  the  duties 
pertaining  to  housekeeping.  Not  infrequently 
she  was  also  found  in  the  field  with  her  father, 
dropping  corn — at  which  she  was  an  adept-  -dig- 
ging potatoes,  and  aiding  in  gathering  corn  and 
storing  fruit,  etc.  Early  in  her  ’teens  she 
commenced  teaching  in  the  district  schools,  at 
which  time  she  assumed  all  charges  for  clothing, 
and  also  managed  by  economy  to  pay  her  ex- 
penses at  a select  school  in  Carey  for  three  terms. 
Mrs.  Emerson  was  during  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion an  active  sympathizer  in  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  and  spent  much  time  in  soliciting  and 
forwarding  supplies  for  the  sanitary  and  com- 
missary departments  of  the  army.  She  is  nat- 


p ■ , 

' 


. - -n  t*  v • • 


510 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


urally  inclined  to  faith  in  the  teachings  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  early  in  life  united  with  the  Metho-  i 
dist  Church,  of  Carey,  Ohio.  When  she  removed  i 
to  Wood  county  with  her  husband,  not  finding  j 
near  her  home  a Church  of  her  first  connection, 
she  united  with  the  membership  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  at  Eagleville,  and  has  remained  a con- 
sistent Christian  and  constant  attendant  at  the 
various  services,  and  a helper  in  the  many  labors  j 
of  the  Church  up  to  the  present.  She  served  as  | 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  several 
years,  and  in-  the  Church  diligently  labored  to 
unite  the  congregation  with  the  missionary  wing 
of  the  Church. 

During  the  period  of  her  teaching  she  met  Mr. 
Emerson — her  subsequent  husband — at  a teach- 
ers’ examination.  An  attachment- — mutual — was 
formed,  that  afterward  culminated  in  their  union 
for  life,  which  was  sealed  April  17,  1866.  To- 
gether their  life  barque  has  floated  down  the 
stream  of  time  for  over  thirty  years.  Of  the 
nine  children  born  to  Mrs.  Emerson,  six  remain 
to  bless  her  life — three  having  passed  to  the  silent 
beyond.  Like  nearly  all  mothers  she  is  devotedly 
attached  to  her  children,  and  no  sacrifice  of  time 
or  labor  is  withheld  when  duty  calls.  Her  father 
and  mother  are  dead.  Her  brothers  and  sisters 
have  all  been  married,  and  are  living  in  their  own 
homes.  The  elder  brother,  Allen,  is  known  as 
Judge  Smalley,  and  M.  A.  has  recently  been  ap- 
pointed and  confirmed  as  U.  S.  marshal  of  north- 
ern Ohio.  The  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
Mrs.  Emerson’s  life  are  patient  industry,  devo- 
tion to  home,  family,  kindred  and  friends,  and  a 
conscientious  regard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
others. 

Frank  A.  Baldwin,  a leading  attorney  of 
Bowling  Green,  whose  abilities  and  attainments 
won  for  him  at  an  early  age  a high  standing 
among  the  legal  fraternity',  was  born  near  Geneva, 
N.  Y. , July  30,  1854. 

His  parents,  Sanford  and  Juliette  (Smith) 
Baldwin,  were  also  born  in  New  York  State,  the 
father  December  7,  1825,  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
and  the  mother  October  12,  1827,  at  Seneca 
Falls.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  came 
west,  in  1846  settling  at  Perrysburg.  Wood 
county,  where  Mr.  Baldwin  soon  became  a prom-  \ 
inent  and  influential  worker  in  municipal  affairs, 
holding  various  official  positions  during  his  res- 
idence there.  In  i860  he  moved  to  Weston  and 
opened  a hotel,  which  he  conducted  some  twelve 
years.  He  then  transferred  the  active  manage- 
ment  to  other  hands,  and  he  and  his  wife  settled 
down  in  Weston  to  spend  their  declining  years  i 


free  from  business  cares;  there  he  died  August  : , 
1895.  They  had  twelve  children,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  Mary,  the  wife  of  W.  R. 

Worth,  who  manages  the  hotel  at  Weston;  Hat- 
tie, the  wife  of  Judge  Young,  of  Bowling  Green; 
Frank  A.,  our  subject;  Nellie,  the  widow  of  Dr. 
G.  W.  Pennington,  of  Weston;  and  Lulu,  a book- 
keeper for  J.  W.  Long  & Co.,  of  Weston,  who 
lives  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  at 
his  home  during  his  boyhood,  and  later  studied 
in  the  high  school  at  Toledo,  and  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Under 
the  direction  of  J.  R.  Tyler,  of  Perrysburg,  and 
McCauley  & Pennington,  of  Tiffin,  he  prepared 
for  the  bar,  and  was  admitted  April  12,  1877. 
In  June  of  the  same  year  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Weston,  and  a few  months 
later  he  received  an  extraordinary  evidence  of 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  an  election  to 
the  responsible  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Wood  county;  as  he  was  the  Democratic  candi- 
date this  is  the  more  remarkable,  Wood  county 
having  been  a Republican  stronghold  ever  since 
the  Civil  war.  Retiring  from  this  office  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  he  engaged  in  practice  at 
Bowling  Green.  An  able  advocate,  his  profes- 
sional efforts  have  been  attended  with  uniform 
success,  and  at  the  present  there  are  but  few 
cases  of  importance  in  which  he  is  not  retained 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  this  being  especially 
true  of  those  which  involve  questions  of  criminal 
law.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  at  present  a member  of 
the  building  committee  for  the  Wood  county 
court  house.  In  1879  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Clara  Foote,  who  was  born  April  22,  1855,  in 
Washington  township,  where  her  father,  Joel 
Foote,  was  a prominent  resident  for  many  years. 
He  died  February  22.  1896. 

D.  H.  Hill,  the  deputy  recorder  of  Wood 
county,  and  one  of  the  most  able  and  hard-work- 
ing officials  in  the  service  of  the  county,  was  born 
in  Milton  Center,  June  30,  1S41. 

His  father,  William  Hill,  was  born  in  east- 
ern Ohio,  and  in  1836  came  to  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Milton  Center  upon  wild  land  which 
he  cleared  and  cultivated.  He  was  prominent 
among  the  pioneers  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
was  a Whig  in  politics.  He  raised  a family 
of  twelve  children — two  girls  and  ten  boys — 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  youngest. 
Only  three  of  the  twelve  are  now  living,  vi/.: 
Mrs.  Eliza  Stewart,  wife  of  Robert  Stewart,  of 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Joseph  B.  Hill,  of  Piqua, 
Ohio;  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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Our  subject  attended  the  district  school  in 
bovhood,  and  afterward  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  In  May,  1862,  he  enlisted  for  three 
months  in  Company  K,  84th  O.  V.  I.,  and  went 
to  the  front.  He  returned  home  October  1,  of 
that  year,  and  three  weeks  later  joined  Company 
G,  10th  O.  V.  Cav.  for  three  years;  was  ap- 
pointed sergeant  January  18,  1863,  and  first  ser- 
geant in  September,  1864.  His  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  West,  and  did  gal- 
lant service  under  Kilpatrick.  In  May,  1865, 
our  subject  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  C,  but  was  wounded  dur- 
ing a skirmish  at  Ringgold,  Ga.,  was  sent  to  the 
the  hospital,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his 
company,  July  24,  1865.  After  his  return  he 
followed  farming  at  Milton  Center,  and  for  some 
years  was  postmaster  there.  Since  September 
2,  1895,  he  has  held  the  office  of  deputy  recorder, 
giving  faithful  and  efficient  service.  In  iSSphe 
was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Masks,  a native  of 
Wood-county, and  they  have  one  child — E.  A.  Hill, 
of  Custar.  Ohio.  Politically^  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican; socially  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

G.  W.  Helfrich,  the  efficient  manager  and 
secretary  of  the  Wood  County  Tribune  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  February  14, 
1854.  His  grandparents,  John  and  Barbara 
Helfrich,  came  from  Germany  to  America  in 
1832,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  an  advanced 
age' 

His  father,  Adam  Helfrich,  was  a native  of 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  born  May  4,  1828,  and 
when  four  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to 
Franklin  county,  Penn.  In  early  manhood,  in 
company  with  some  other  young  men,  he  walked 
to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  secured  work  in  a grist- 
mill at  ten  dollars  a month.  He  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Margaret  Ruch,  and  not  long  after 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  school  land  near  Mc- 
Cornb,  Ohio,  to  which  he  removed.  Not  being 
a skilled  chopper  of  trees,  and  lacking  money  to 
hire  help,  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  primitive 
methods  of  preparing  logs  for  his  new  dwelling, 
burning  them  into  proper  lengths,  after  “pacing 
them  off  ’’  for  want  of  a better  way  of  measur- 
ing them.  However,  he  built  the  house.  After 
a year  he  sold  that  property  and  bought  twenty 
acres  in  the  same  county,  six  miles  east,  lived 
there  ten  years,  then  bought  1 16  acres  within 
one-half  mile  of  the  first  eighty  acres,  where  he 
made  his  permanent  home.  During  the  Civil 
u'ar  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  21st  O.  V.  I., 
assigned  to  Gen.  Rosecrans  army,  14th  Army 
(-°rps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Thomas,  2d  Divis- 


ion, commanded  by  Gen.  James  S.  Neegly,  2d 
Brigade,  Col.  John  F.  Miller.  At  the  battle 
of  Murfreesboro  he  was  captured  and  taken  to 
Libby  prison;  but  was  released  on  parole  eleven 
days  after,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  in  the 
meantime  but  some  “hard  tack.”  Taken  to 
Annapolis  he  there  contracted  the  smallpox,  and 
lay  for  seven  weeks  in  the  hospital.  Returning 
home,  with  his  health  ruined,  he  never  received 
a pension  because,  having  never  been  ill  for  a 
day  before  entering  the  army,  he  had  no  “ family 
physician  ” who  could  certify  to  his  physical 
condition  previous  to  that  time,  as  required  by 
the  pension  office.  Politically,  he  was  a Jackso- 
nian Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a 
member  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred September  29,  1892.  His  wife  who  was 
born  in  Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  September 
2.  1 83  1 , died  December  11,  1895,  at  her  home  at 
Deweyville,  Ohio.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of 
their  nine  children;  the  others  being  B.  F.,  a 
butcher  and  stock  buyer  at  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  Mary  L.  .the  widow  of  E.  L.  Ward,  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Jacob  R. , who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  at  Eldon,  Mo.;  Amanda  Cordelia,  who 
died  when  sixteen  months  old;  Permiila  J.,  the 
wife  of  E.  O.  Dexter,  of  Chicago,  111. ; Calista 
A.,  who  married  John  Arnold,  of  Findlay,  Ohio; 
Charlotte  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  M.  Brooks,  of 
Shawtown,  Ohio;  and  Caroline  May,  the  wife 
of  Byron  Powell,  of  Benton,  Ohio. 

G.  W.  Helfrich  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  McComb,  also  in  the  high  school  at 
P'indlay,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  to 
teach.  After  two  terms  he  secured  employment 
in  a drug-store,  and  shortly  afterward  bought  a 
half-interest  in  a harness  shop,  investing  his  en- 
tire capital,  thirty-five  dollars.  This  concern 
was  closed  by  the  sheriff  two  weeks  later  for  old 
debts  contracted  prior  to  his  entering  the  bus- 
iness. With  most  men  this  would  have  ended  the 
matter,  but  a certain  indomitable  perseverance 
which  is  characteristic  of  our  subject  revealed  it- 
self, and  he  determined  to  go  on,  with  no  money, 
no  tools,  no  stock,  no  custom,  and  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  business.  He  borrowed  a few  tools, 
and  as  lie  was  opening  the  shop  a tanner  called 
to  collect  an  old  bill  for  leather.  After  discussing 
the  situation  Mr.  Helfrich  obtained  credit  for 
forty-eight  pounds  of  leather,  which  he  brought 
on  his  back  from  the  tannery,  ten  miles  distant. 
He  had  never  watched  any  one  make  a set  of 
harness,  but  he  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  a t ri lie 
like  that,  and  he  proceeded  to  manufacture  one 
according  to  his  own  ideas.  As  trade  came  in  lie 
gradually  learned  the  business,  being  assisted 
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usually  by  the  well-meant  advice  of  his  custom-  ! 
ers.  This  proved  vexatious  at  times,  and  wish- 
ing to  perfect  himself  in  the  trade,  he  went  to 
Ottawa,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  under  special  in- 
struction for  seventeen  months,  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  old  shop,  from  which  time  it  was 
distinctly  understood  that  the  proprietor  would 
accept  no  suggestions  as  to  his  methods  of  work. 
He  established  a fine  trade,  and  in  1S82  sold  a 
half-interest  to  his  brother,  who  took  charge  of 
the  shop,  while  our  subject  opened  a store  for  the 
sale  of  agricultural  implements.  Nine  months 
later  a fire  destroyed  everything  he  owned  except 
a small  dwelling  house,  he  having  no  insurance, 
and  was  $2,000  in  debt.  He  then  went  “on  the 
road”  as  a salesman  for  different  firms,  and  in  a 
short  time  paid  every  cent  he  owed,  besides  $800 
security  for  others.  With  the  exception  of  a 
short  interval  in  the  grocery  business,  and,  later, 
in  a real-estate  and  life  insurance  enterprise  at 
Bowling  Green,  he  continued  to  travel  until  jan-  i 
uary  1,  1894 — in  all  ten  years — when  he  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  present  position,  of  which  he  is 
making  a great  success.  Previous  to  that  time 
the  liabilities  of  the  Tribune  were  $4,000  more 
than  the  assets;  in  less  than  two  and  a half 
years  the  Tribune  was  out  of  debt  under  his  man- 
agement, and  a steady  increase  in  circulation 
and  advertising  patronage  promises  rich  rewards 
in  the  future. 

Mr.  Helfrich  was  married,  in  1875,  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Hardy,  who  was  born  in  McComb, 
March  27,  1856.  They  have  had  three  children: 
Myrtle  Pearl,  born  February  15,  1876;  Edward 
Earl,  born  June  27,  1878;  and  Hazel  Lurain,  born 
February  21,  1S91.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
and  children  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  actively  interested  in  its  work.  In  ‘ 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a member  ! 
of  the  K.  of  P.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  T.  T.  M.  A. 
of  Toledo,  in  all  of  which  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
worker.  In  and  out  of  the  Lodge  rooms,  no  so- 
ciety or  business  is  lowered  any  by  having  Mr. 
Helfrich  as  one  of  their  number,  but  are  bettered, 
morally,  socially  and  financially. 

Lewis  W.  McCrory.  There  is  in  the  char- 
acter of  this  gentleman  some  of  the  qualities  of 
the  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  from  which  lie  is  de- 
scended -the  thoroughness  and  unfaltering  pur-  j 
pose  of  the  former,  and  the  adaptability  to  cir- 
cumstances of  the  latter.  His  fellow-townsmen 
recognize  him  as  a gentleman  of  sterling  worth;  ; 
for  his  life  has  ever  been  an  honorable  cue.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wooster,  Wayne  Co.,  ! 
Ohio,  November  5,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 


and  Hannah  (Penny-packer)  McCrory.  His 
father  was  bornjn  Mifflin  county,  Penn.,  May  7, 
1795,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
locating  on  a farm  near  Wooster,  where  he  re- 
sided for  twelve  years.  On  October  6,  1836,  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  eighty- 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Henry  township,  on  which 
he  erected  a small  log  house.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1866,  that  of  his  wife  on  July  3,  1845. 
Their  children  were:  John,  who  was  born  No- 

vember 20,  1819,  served  as  a soldier  in  Com- 
pany H,  2 1st  O.  V.  L,  and  died  February  6, 
1873;  Mary,  who  was  born  March  19,  1820,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Reason  Whitacre,  and  died  in 
Bloom  township;  James,  born  March  13,  1S23, 
died  in  Liberty  township;  Elizabeth,  born  May 
15,  1825,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Whitacre, 
and  died  in  Bloom  township;  Jacob,  born  March 
iq,  1827,  died  at  the  age  of*  four  years;  Hannah, 
born  March  7,  1S29,  married  John  Otterbach, 
and  died  in  Liberty;  Samuel,  born  April  12, 
1831,  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Henry 
township;  Daniel,  born  February  17,  1833; 

Lewis  W. , our  subject,  comes  next;  and  Liddy 
Ann,  born  December  26,  1 S 3 7 became  the  wife 
of  Jefferson  Shinebarger,  and  died  in  Libert} 
township.  The  mother  of  this  family  having 
passed  away,  the  father  married  Eliza  Shaffer, 
and  they  had  four  children:  Eliza  jane,  born 

January  13,  1847,  died  in  Henry  township;  Phi- 
lander, born  November  20,  1848,  a merchant  of 
East  Toledo,  Ohio;  Lucinda,  born  July  19,  1 S 5 3 , 
died  in  girlhood;  Nancy,  born  in  1850,  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  Sheron,  of  Portage  township. 
The  mother  of  these  died  December  28.  1S59. 

Lewis  W.  McCrory  was  only  a year  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  W'ood  county.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  near  his  home, 
and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  was 
reared  to  manhood.  He  was  married  in  Portage 
township,  February  10,  1856,  to  Caroline  Lucy 
Gorton,  a native  of  Bloom  township,  whose  par- 
ents came  from  Rhode  Island  to  Wood  county  at 
an  early  day.  They  began  their  domestic  life  on 
a farm  of  twenty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Libert} 
township,  and  Mr.  McCrory  continued  its  culti- 
vation until  June  9,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  at 
Portage  in  Company  A.  100th  O.  V.  I.  Soon 
after  the  regiment  went  to  the  front,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  important  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign of  that  year  and  September  8,  1863,  at 
the  battle  of  Limestone  Station,  was  captured  by 
the  enemy  and  conveyed  to  Lynchburg,  whence 
he  was  afterward  first  taken  to  Libby  prison, 
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then  to  Belle  Isle,  lastly  to  Castle  Thunder;  he 
was  at  the  last  two  on  two  different  occasions, 
and  March  13,  1864,  was  conveyed  to  Anderson- 
vjlle,  where  he  remained  until  March  27,  1865; 
until  April  24,  he  was  at  Vicksburg,  and  on  April 
>7,  he  was  put  on  board  the  “Sultana.”  When 
the  vessel  was  within  seven  miles  of  Memphis  the 
boilers  exploded,  and  1,700  men  lost  their  lives. 
Mr.  McCrory  clung  to  the  wreck  for  hours,  but  it 
filially  took  fire  and  he  was  obliged  to  let  go  his 
hold.  He  was  also  in  the  water  nine  hours  be- 
fore he  reached  the  shore,  and  narrowly  escaped 
drowning.  At  length  he  was  taken  to  Memphis 
in  a boat,  from  there  to  Cairo,  111.,  on  the 
steamer  “Silver  Spring,”  and  was  discharged  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  May  21,  1865. 

In  the  meantime  the  news  of  the  terrible 
disaster  had  spread  northward,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Crory was  told  that  her  husband  was  dead. 
When  he  appeared  before  her  alive  and  well,  the 
shock  was  too  great  for  her,  and  caused  her  death 
seven  days  later.  Their  children  were,  Melissa, 
born  December  10,  1856,  now  the  wife  of  George 
Gorton,  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; Silas  Augustus, 
who  was  born  October  13,  1858,  and  resides  in 
Portage;  Frances  Imogene,  born  September  6, 
i860,  wife  of  William  George,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; and  Lewis  La  Fayette,  born  August  5, 
1862,  now  in  North  Baltimore,  Ohio.  Mr.  Mc- 
Crory was  again  married,  this  time  on  March  11, 
1866,  to  Julia  A.  Taylor,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1840,  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  a daughter 
of  David  and  Eliza  (Myers)  Taylor.  They  have 
always  lived  on  their  present  farm,  Mr.  McCrory 
having  in  the  fall  of  1865  sold  his  first  purchase 
and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  25,  Liberty 
township.  They  have  four  children:  Florence 

May,  born  January  20,  1S67,  wife  of  E.  C.  Mar- 
vin, of  Liberty  township;  Mary  Gertrude,  born 
September  30,  1S68,  died  November  10,  1883; 

1 ryphena,  born  December  25,  1870,  died  Jan- 
uary 27,  1874;  Delia  May,  born  February  4, 
*874.  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Roberts,  of  Liberty 
township. 

In  his  business  interests,  Mr.  McCrory  has 
Prospered,  and  is  known  as  a man  of  unquestioned 
integrity  and  honorable  dealing,  his  success  be- 
lr>g  well  merited.  He  has  greatly  improved  his 
place,  and  has  recently  erected  upon  it  a hand- 
some residence,  wherein  hospitality  reigns  su- 
preme. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Prohibitionist, 
and  in  religious  faith  he  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Disciples  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
deacon.  Since  the  fall  of  1874  he  has  also  been 
a member  of  Whitney  Lodge  No.  580,  I.  O. 

F.,  of  Portage. 
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James  Hughes,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  Bowling  Green, 
j known  to  young  and  old  as  “Uncle  Jimmey,” 

I was  born  in  the  County  of  Sussex  England,  July 
l 26,  1819.  His"  father, 'James  Hughes,  was  also  a 
j native  of  Sussex,  born  in  1799,  and  previous  to 
j his  emigration  to  America,  in  1S57,  he  was  a farm 
1 laborer.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
| Sarah  Bachelor,  was  born  in  the  same  county,  in 
i 1S01,  and  both  spent  their  last  years  on  a farm 
near  Tontogany,  Wood  count}’,  where  Mr. 
Hughes,  Sr.,  died  in  1876,  Mrs.  Hughes  surviv- 
ing him  until  1890.  While  living  in  England 
they  were  members  of  the  Established  Church, 
and,  in  this  country,  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
i The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  their 
four  children,  the  others  being  Charlotte,  who 
died  in  youth;  Harriet,  the  widow  of  James  Ellis, 
of  Wood  county;  and  Ann.  who  married  James 
1 Challen,  of  Tontogany. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  England,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1S44,  to  Miss  Ann  Evans,  who  was  born 
Novembers,  1829,  the  groom  being  twenty-five 
j years  of  age,  the  bride  a little  over  fifteen.  The 
j father  of  Mrs.  Hughes,  James  Evans,  was  a farm 
laborer  at  Malsey, . Sussex  county,  and  several 
generations  of  her  family  had  been  tenants  of  the 
j same  house  in  which  she  was  born.  He  was  a 
man  of  regular  habits,  and  a devoted  adherent  of 
the  Church  of  England,  often  walking  ten  miles 
to  hear  a favorite  preacher.  He  married  Jane 
Greenfield,  also  a native  of  Malsey.  He  had  no 
i brothers  or  sisters,  and  his  wife  was  the  only  one 
of  four  children  to  live  to  maturity.  Fifteen 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Maria,  who 

married  William  Challen.  and  came  to  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  in  1S57,  had  also  fifteen  children; 
James  came  to  America,  and  died  after  his  return 
to  England;  William  and  the  twins,  Hannah  and 
. Samuel,  all  died  in  England;  Elizabeth  .de- 
ceased), married  A.  Mead,  and  lived  near  the  old 
home;  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Phillips,  lives  in  England; 
Ann  became  Mrs.  Hughes;  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Luke  Marsh,  and  the  mother  of  twelve  children; 
Ellen  (Mrs.  White  j,  lives  in  England;  Alfred  is  a 
resident  of  Sussex,  England;  two  whose  names 
are  not  known;  Susan,  and  Mary  Cornwell.  The 
youngest  child  was  born  when  her  mother  was 
fifty-two  years  old.  She  married,  and  has  a son 
who  came  to  this  country  and  now  lives  in  Bowl- 
ing Green.  Mrs.  Hughes’  father  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty,  her  mother  when  seventy-two. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife 
; lived  near  the  old  home  for  ten  years.  In  1854. 

\ the}  came  to  America  on  the  sailing  vessel 
I “Southampton,”  which  was  five  weeks  and  three 
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days  on  the  voyage.  For  over  two  years  they 
lived  in  Erie  county,  and  then  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  which  he 
still  owns.  Of  their  eighteen  children  twelve 
grew  to  maturity,  and  eleven  are  still  living: 
James  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  he  married  B. 
McMilien,  and  has  three  children — Mina,  Rollo 
and  Bertha.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Todd  Brown, 
of  Plain  township,  and  has  five  children — Carrie, 
Jesse,  Howard,  Blanche  and  Ethel.  Rose  mar- 
ried Albert  Avery,  of  W7ood  county,  and  has  three 
sons — Harley,  Homer  and  Allen.  Hugh,  who 
lives  in  Bowling  Green,  married  Rate  McCaulley, 
and  has  one  son — Harry.  Henry  is  a merchant 
in  Bowling  Green.  John  married  Racy  Bower- 
man,  and  is  a resident  of  Bowling  Green.  Or- 
lando married  L.  English,  and  also  lives  in  that 
city;  they  have  four  children — -Viola,  Arthur, 
Gertrude  and  Flossie.  Frank  married  Bertha 
Mearing,  and  lives  in  Plain  township;  has  one 
daughter — Helen.  Adonna  married  Albert  Huff- 
man, and  has  two  children— Harrison  and  Aleta. 
Emma  married  Henry  Ostrander,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  and  has  one  son — Harry.  Burton  married 
Chloe  Rader,  and  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  they 
have  two  children— Florence  and  Floyd.  Sarah 
Ann  married  Henry  Newton,  of  Perrysburg,  and 
died  leaving  three  children— Adonna,  Willard  and 
Coy — of  whom,  Adonna  married  George  Haskili, 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  has  one  child — Gladys; 
Willard  married  Gertie  Hartman,  and  lives  in 
Toledo;  Coy  is  married  and  lives  in  Toledo. 
Mrs.  Hughes  passed  away  January  26,  1896. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  visited  England  in  1866, 
and  again  in  1882.  The  last  time  the  trip  out 
was  made  in  eight  and  one-half  days,  a striking 
contrast  to  their  first  voyage;  but  coming  back 
the  ship  struck  a sand-bar  near  Sandy  Hook,  and 
they  were  detained  for  three  days  just  outside  of 
New  York  harbor.  Mr.  Hughes  has  not  united 
with  any  Church  since  coming  to  this  country. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

! 

Edward  Roe  (deceased),  who  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  a wealthy  retired  farmer  of  Bowl- 

j ing  Green,  was  one  of  the  fortunate  men  whose 

fertile  acres  have  of  late  years  given  up  their 
long-concealed  treasures,  and  enriched  their  own- 
ers by  copious  supplies  of  oil.  He  was  burn  May 
12,  1838,  in  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  where  his 
father.  Dominick  Roe,  was  also  born,  in  the 

j .year  1 7S4- 

The  family  is  of  French-Canadian  descent, 

j *' 

and  are  counted  among  the  early  settlers  of 

j Michigan.  Dominick  Roe  was  a typical  pioneer, 
robust  and  powerful,  and  possessed  of  perfect 


health,  never  knowing  a day's  illness  until  death 
I came  to  him  in  1S61.  His  first  wife  was  a lady 
of  French-Canadian  stock,  Miss  Lucy  Bumean. 
For  some  years  they  lived  in  Michigan,  but  in 
1847  they  came  with  their  family  to  Liberty 
| township,  and  settled  in  the  swampy  woods 
| among  the  muskrats,  deer  and  bears.  Here,  in 
i time,  a large  farm  was  cleared  and  a comforta- 
ble home  made.  Eleven  children  were  born  of 
the  first  marriage,  of  whom  the  following  lived 
to  maturity:  Dominick  and  John  ( now  deceased  , ; 
Lucy,  living  near  Detroit;  Olive  ( now  deceased  ) ; 
Stephen,  living  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Victoria, 
the  wife  of  Peter  Malask;  Jane  ( now  deceased ) ; 
Justus,  now  living  in  Michigan;  and  Edward,  our 
subject.  Three  others  died  in  childhood.  Our 
; subject’s  father  was  married,  • second,  to  Miss 
Viana  Leveret,  by  whom  he  had  three  children: 
Margaret  (now  Mrs.  L.  Garno);  Mary,  the  wife 
] of  David  De  Sadler;  and  Eliza  (the  wife  of 
P'rank  Ducat ). 

Edward  Roe  was  about  nine  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Wood  county.  He  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  old  farm  which  he  helped  to  clear,  and 
November  14,  i860,  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Ducat,  a lady  of  French  descent,  born  in  Michi- 
gan December  30,  1841.  Her  father,  Anthony 
Ducat,  was  born  April  20,  1815,  in  the  same 
State.  He  died  May  8,  1892,  in  Wood  count}, 
where  he  had  located  fifty  years  before.  His 
j wife,  Margaret  Renerdo,  died  in  early  woman- 
hood. After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roe 
: lived  upon  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  removing 
| some  years  later  to  another  in  Portage  township. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  them:  Caleb,  August 

: 26,  1S61,  married  Myrtle  Gaghan;  Robert,  Au 
gust  20,  1863,  married  Miss  Addle  Elder  and  had 
j two  daughters — Emily  and  Cora;  Eliza,  January 
29,  18G5,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months; 
Sherman,  January  22,  1S67,  a farmer  in  Portage 
township,  married  Miss  Bertie  Creps,  a native  of 
Wood  county,  born  October  15,  1871.  and  lias 
two  children — Burtsell  and  Floyd;  Hiram,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1870,  married  Miss  Myrtie  Miller,  and 
has  two  children — Loren  and  Harry,  the  younger 
of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Alfred  and  Albert 
(twins),  died  at  the  same  time  and  were  buried 
in  the  same  coffin;  Louis,  December  18,  1875: 
Lucetta,  September  28,  1878;  and  Guy,  April  7. 
1880,  are  all  at  home. 

After  many  years  spent  in  farming  his  280 
acres,  Mr.  Roe  began  testing  for  oil  with  encour- 
aging results,  and  he  owned  ten  wells  at  the  time 
of  death.  A few  years  ago  he  and  his  wife  came 
i to  Bowling  Green  to  secure  for  their  youngerchild- 
I ren  advantages  of  education  and  society  denied 
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dwellers  in  rural  districts.  During-  the  Civil 
■ : Mr.  1 voe  served  for  eleven  months  in  Com- 

,\,  i82d  O.  V.  I.,  and  took  part  in  the  en- 
,c,!U.tlt  at  Nashville.  In  politics  he  was  a 
publican.  He  passed  from  earth  August  22, 
> ' />. 

chert  Froney,  senior  member  of  the  lead- 
drv-goods  firm  of  A.  Froney  & Co.,  Bowling 
..'i-en.  has  been  a resident  of  that  city  since 
commencement  of  its  progressive  period.  He 
, distinctively  self-made  man.  one  who  took 
• tide  of  fortune  at  its  flood,  and  carried  him- 
( to  one  of  the  highest  places  attainable  in 
: :•  commercial  circle  of  Wood  county. 

Born  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
-•  ptember  23,  1842,  he  was,  in  1847.  brought 
v his  parents,  Augustus  and  Caroline  (Gyer) 
i honey,  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  on  the 
•4  day  of  July  that  \'ear.  For  a time  the  fam- 

■ lived  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , then  removed  to'  Fl- 
ow, Ohio,  at  that  time  a mere  village  in  the 

0.  1derness,  where  the  parents  both  died  in  1873, 
thin  a few  days  of  each  other,  the  father  at  the 

of  seventy,  the  mother  when  sixty-four, 
i h-y  had  a family  of  five  children  as  follows: 

; hairy,  now  a resident  of  Bay  City,  Mich.; 

■ 1 hel,  wife  of  George  Gossman,  of  Elmore; 
Ci  age,  a farmer  at  Kewaunee,  Wis. ; Albert, 

d'ject  of  sketch;  and  Sophia,  wife  of  Daniel 

1. ckert,  of  Elmore. 

Albert  Froney  received  his  education  at  the 
•Hie  schools  of  Elmore,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
'•n,  in  1859,  commenced  his  business  career  as 
ri;  in  a dry-goods  store  at  Pemberville,  Wood 
mty,  his  salary'  at  first  being  sixty'  dollars  per 
vinrn.  In  this  connection,  with  the  exception 
a four-months’  experience  in  the  army  during 
’ war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  remained  until  De- 
aihvr  1,  1865.  So  valuable  were  his  services 
the  store  that  before  the  end  of  the  first  year 
•s  salary  was  raised,  and  five  years  later  he  be- 
■’ne  a partner  in  the  concern.  On  May  2, 
•fi  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  144th  O.  V.  I., 

' ap pointed  first  sergeant  the  same  day,  and 
1 f v<Jf‘  llntil  the  muster-out  of  the  command 
•2'ist  31  following,  after  a short  but  useful  cam- 
• ‘ t'u  in  Maryland  and  the  Virginias. 

December,  1S65,  Mr.  Froney  embarked 
business,  and  soon  won  not  only  popularity 
■ ''Do  success  in  the  village  where  he  first 
r'  d or.  his  life’s  mission.  He  was  one  of  the 

’Hers  for  the  incorporation  ot  Pemberville 
_ ' y f>'  treasurer  of  the  town  in  1877,  and  a 
“ D 1 1 guardian  of  the  public  interests  of  the 
'■truis  village  of  Pemberville.  Elected  treas- 


urer of  Wood  county,  he  came  to  Bowling  Green 
in  1886,  took  possession  of  the  office  and  served 
| one  term,  refusing  point-blank  to  accept  a second 
election  on  the  grounds  that  the  salary  attached 
: to  the  office  did  not  warrant  the  financial  risk 
; carried  by  the  incumbent.  This  political  diver- 
; sion  was  based  on  business  principles,  without 
any  sentiment  attached,  and  the  experience  of 
one  term  was  quite  sufficient  to  show  him  that 
mercantile  life  suited  him  better  than  official  life. 
In  1S89,  selling  out  his  business  in  Pemberville, 
he  set  out  on  a four-months’  trip  to  Europe, 
i visiting  his  birthplace  and  other  points  of  inter- 
est. Returning  to  Wood  county,  he  established 
1 in  Bowling  Green  his  present  business,  along 
with  Mr.  Boughton,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Froney  & Boughton,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
four-months’  trip  through  the  Western  States, 
his  family  accompanying  him,  the  business  thus 
established  has  claimed  almost  all  his  working 
| hours,  down  to  the  present  time.  In  1892  he 
built  a business  block  on  South  Main  street,  and 
in  1S95  he  erected  his  present  three-story  store 
building,  42  x 125,  the  first  and  second  floors  of 
which  are  occupied  as  the  store  proper,  the  third 
; floor  being  utilized  as  a store-room.  The  store 
j is  equipped  with  all  the  latest  improvements  and 
accessories  to  be  found  in  a first-class  establish- 
j ment  of  its  kind,  and  filled  with  a large  and  w-ell- 
selectea  stock  of  dry  goods,  carpets,  etc.,  to  the 
value  of  over  $50,000,  employment  being  given 
1 to  some  dozen  clerks.  Mr.  Froney’s  sole  part- 
ners now  are  his  son,  B.  }.,  and  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Moore,  each  of  whom,  like  the  senior  member 
himself,  holds  an  important  place  in  the  commer- 
cial and  municipal  economy  of  Bowding  Green. 

Politically  Mr.  Froney  has  been  an  ardent 
Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party,  and 
has  well  served  his  adopted  county  and  city  in 
; various  capacities,  being  a man  of  great  public 
spirit,  and  taking  a generous  interest  in  every 
measure  tending  to  benefit  the  community  at 
large.  In  1891  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
common  council  of  Bowling  Green,  and  in  1892 
was  a member  of  the  City  Hall  building  commit- 
tee. A reference  to  the  chapter  on  Plain  town- 
ship, to  the  political  chapter  of  the  general  his- 
tory of  the  county,  and  to  the  sections  of  the 
chapter  on  Bow  ling  Green,  dealing  with  munici- 
pal affairs,  will  disclose  the  fact  that  once  in  a 
while  Mr.  Froney  is  drawn  into  public  affairs, 
perhaps  not  infrequently  against  his  inclination. 
With  the  leading  institutions  of  Bowling  Green 
he  is  closely  identified,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  is  a director.  In  addition  to  the  business 
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blocks,  etc.,  already  mentioned,  he  built  a hotel 
and  some  private  residences  at  Pemberville,  also 
two  stores,  besides  his  residence  in  Bowling 
Green,  two  of  the  finest  in  the  city. 

On  October  24,  1863,  Mr.  Froney  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Pember,  who  was  born  at 
Pemberville,  July  8,  1842,  a daughter  of  James  1 
Pember,  the  founder  of  that  village,  and  one  of 
foremost  pioneers  of  the  county;  he  never  ran 
for  office,  but  he  possessed  great  influence  in  po- 
litical circles,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
movements  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Froney 
were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Augusta, 
who  died  of  diphtheria  at  the  age  of  thirteen;  B. 
J.,  a partner  with  his  father;  Florence,  at  home; 
and  Stella,  wife  of  Fred  Moore,  also  a member 
of  the  firm  of  A.  Froney  & Co.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  held  in 
the  highest  respect.  Mr.  Froney  is  broad- 
minded and  libera!  in  his  ideas,  is  charitable  to 
the  poor  and  needy,  and  in  his  unusually  success- 
ful business  career  has  developed  the  industry, 
souud  judgment  and  frugality  so  characteristic  of 
the  German-American. 

William  W.  Hill,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  Weston,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  the  township  where  he  now  resides, 
September  6,  1845,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  ten  children  born  to  John  and  Hester  (Crom) 
Hill.  The  birth  of  the  father  occurred  Septem- 
ber 9,  1822,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
lived  until  1831,  when  with  his  father,  William 
Hill,  he  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  in  Milton 
township,  where  his  father  purchased  some  gov- 
ernment land,  and  with  the  help  of  his  sons  began 
the  arduous  task  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
same.  William  Hill  came  to  this  country  from 
England  after  the  Revolutionary  war. 

John  Hill  remained  upon  the  farm  of  his  par- 
ents for  several  years,  but  after  his  marriage  to 
Hester  Crom  he  removed  to  Weston  township, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  immediately  set 
about  making  the  necessary  improvements.  In 
early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church;  but  after  his  removal  to  Milton  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  where  there  was  no  Church 
of  that  denomination,  he  united  with  the  Christian 
Church.  At  the  end  of  an  exemplary  Christian 
life  he  passed  peacefully  away  August  10,  1887. 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a native  of 
this  State,  born  in  Harrison  county,  January  5, 
1821,  and  with  her  parents  moved  to  Wood  coun- 


ty, in  1 S3 1,  locating  in  Washington  township, 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  Her  father 
was  an  early  pioneer  preacher,  who  traveled 
through  this  country  when  it  was  inhabited  mostly 
by  Indians  and  wild  beasts  of  all  kinds.  Like  her 
husband  she  was  first  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  afterward  joined  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  Her  death  occurred  November  9. 
1894,  when  she  was  seventy-three  years  of  age. 

At  the  early  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  start- 
ed out  in  life  for  himself.  As  his  father  was  in 
limited  circumstances,  and  the  family  large,  it  be- 
came necessary  that  the  older  children  should  do 
all  in  their  power  to  assist  in  maintaining  the 
others.  Although  young,  William  was  strong  and 
willing  to  work,  and  soon  found  employment  on 
a neighboring  farm,  where  he  was  hired  by  the 
month.  When  a little  past  fifteen  years  of  age 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  10th  O.  V.  C.,  with 
which  he  served  for  three  years.  On  May  13, 
1864,  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  hip  by 
a piece  of  shell  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  but 
as  the  wound  was  not  serious  he  did  not  go  to 
hospital;  again,  at  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mount- 
ain he  received  a slight  flesh  wound  in  the  right 
leg  while  supporting  a battery.  On  August  20, 
1864,  he  was  again  wounded,  this  time  at  the 
battle  of  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  the  ball  striking  him  in 
the  left  leg  about  half  way  between  the  ankle  and 
the  knee,  shattering  both  bones  very  badly.  He 
was  sent  to  Kingston  field  hospital,  where  he  con- 
tracted gangrene  in  the  wound,  which  proved  very 
serious.  Being  granted  a furlough  in  October. 
1864,  the  Doctor  returned  home  and  remained  at 
Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  under  the  care  of  Drs. 
Peck  and  Hamilton  for  three  months.  When 
able  to  walk  on  crutches,  he  was  ordered  to  report 
to  David's  Island,  in  New  York  harbor,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  honor- 
ably discharged,  June  12,  1865.  After  his  re- 
turn home,  he  did  not  recover  from  the  effects  of 
his  wound.  For  seventeen  years  he  was  a con- 
stant sufferer,  being  at  times  compelled  to  walk 
on  crutches,  and  in  1886  his  life  was  despaired 
of.  As  a last  resort  his  leg  was  amputated,  since 
which  time  he  has  enjoyed  good  health. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Dr.  Hill  at- 
tended the  Weston  schools  for  a time,  there 
receiving  a fair  education,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching.  Later  he  became  clerk  in 
a store,  but  after  a short  time  decided  to  adopt 
the  medical  profession  as  a life  work,  and  in  1874 
he  began  reading  medicine.  In  18S0  he  entered 
the  Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  in  1883  entered  Toledo  Medical  Col- 
lege,from  which  he  was  graduated.  July  11. 
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*883,  the  Doctor  began  practice  in  Weston, 
where  he  was  reared  from  childhood,  and  from 
the  start  met  with  success.  His  practice  is  now 
large  and  rapidly  increasing  in  the  town  and 
throughout  the  country,  and  he  is  known  as  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Wood 
county. 

On  August  25,  1869,  Dr.  Hill 'was  married  to 
Miss  Elvira  A.  Hathaway,  and  by  this  union  there 
are  two  sons:  ( 1 ) Charles  E.,  born  March  10, 

1S72,  is  a prominent  young  business  man  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  is  working  for  the  large 
firm  of  Armstrong  & Co. ; he  was  married  No- 
vember 20,  1895,  to  Helen  Gibson  Canary,  and 
they  now  make  their  home  in  that  city.  ( 2 ) 
Fred  M.,  the  younger  son,  was  born  March  31, 
1874,  and  is  also  a thorough  business  man,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  telephone  business  of  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio,  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
On  April  1 1 , 1894,  he  wedded  Florence  E.  Hol- 
brook. The  family  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Dr.  Hill  is  a member  of  the  Wood  County 
Medical  Association,  the  Northwestern  Medical 
Society  and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Association. 
Having  started  out  in  the  world  with  nothing, 
and  at  the  same  time  being  a cripple,  the  promi- 
nence to  which  he  has  attained  is  due  to  his  own 
individual  efforts  and  perseverance.  In  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  his  profession  he  is  interested, 
and  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a general  practi- 
tioner he  does  a large  amount  of  surgical  work. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, believing  in  the  principles  of  true  govern- 
ment, free  schools,  free  speech  and  above  all  the 
right  of  franchise  to  all,  irrespective  of  race  or 
color.  He  has  never  actively  entered  into  polit- 
ical affairs,  but  has  filled  the  offices  of  mayor, 
c’ierk  and  member  of  the  board  of  health.  He 
is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  temperance  cause, 
as  he  himself  never  smokes  or  chews  tobacco,  or 
drinks  anything  stronger  than  tea  or  coffee.  He 
gives  his  aid  to  anything  that  will  build  up  the 
town  or  advance  the  interests  of  the  community. 
T he  Doctor  has  been  a Mason  twenty-eight 
years,  being  a member  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Lodge  No.  289  and  Crystal  Chapter  No.  157, 
Bowling  Green.  He  is  also  a membei  of  Neib- 
ling  Post  No.  20,  G.  A.  R. , of  Weston;  of  Ken- 
ilworth Lodge  No.  340,  K.  of  P.,  of  Weston; 
and  also  of  Anthony  Wayne  Tent  No.  140,  K. 
D.  T.  M.,  of  Weston,  in  all  of  which  he  has 
he'en  active,  especially  in  the  Masonic  Order, 
having  filled  most  of  the  Chairs  in  the  Blue 
Lodge. 

Mrs.  Hill  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 


eleven  children  born  to  Elihu  and  Anita  (Mallory) 
ITathaway,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Oueens- 
bury,  Warren  Co.,  N.  Y. , the  former  born  No- 
vember 18,  1797,  and  the  latter  on  July  1.  1804. 
They  were  married  February  23,  r820,  at  West- 
field,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  and  the  father  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  in  Lorain  county,  where  the 
mother  died  October  31,  1865.  The  father  sub- 
sequently came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  passed 
away  March  12,  1S76.  She  was  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  he  of  the  Baptist;  in  politics 
he  was  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type. 
Daniel  Mallory,  Mrs.  Hathaway’s  father,  was  a 
merchant  in  New  York  State;  he  was  murdered 
while  on’  his  way  to  enlist  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Giles  C.  Rockwood,  a prosperous  farmer 
and  ojl  producer  of  Plain  township,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1819.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  lived  for 
many  years  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  there 
died.  Three  of  his  sons  were:  Asa,  who  lived 

and  died  in  Pittsfield,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Ros- 
well, who  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  Champion, 
N.  Y. ; and  David,  the  father  of  Giles  C. 

David  Rockwood  was  born  in  1777  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life.  When 
a young  man  he  came  with  some  of  his  older 
half-brothers  to  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. , and.  as 
they  kept  “bachelor’s  nail,’  he  was  their  cook. 
In  later  years  their  parents  came  to  New  h ork 
State,  also  locating  in  Cherry  Valley,  and  David 
and  his  half-brother  William  moved  into  Jeffer- 
son county,  N.  Y. , and  bought  land.  David  was 
united  in  marriage  in  that  county  with  Miss  Ruby 
Rounds,  a native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y. , 
and  while  living  in  that  State  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely; 
Henry,  a resident  of  Elyria;  Benjamin  S. , who 
went  west  many  years  ago  and  has  never  since 
been  heard  from;  Emeline,  widow  of  David  Gott; 
F.  W. , a prominent  farmer  of  Lorain  county, 
Ohio;  Giles  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Da- 
vid P.,  of  La  Grange  Centre,  Ohio;  and  Almon  A., 
residing  in  California.  Another  child,  Pauline, 
now  the  widow  of  Hiram  Buswell,  was  born  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Rockwood  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer  in  New  York,  and  traded  his 
farm  there  for  Coo  acres  in  La  Grange  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  for  which  place  he  set  out 
in  June,  1826,  driving  a team  of  horses. 

Five  sons  and  the  daughter  came  with  the 
; parents,  the  other  son  traveling  by  the  water 
1 route  with  the  household  goods.  Asa  Roekwoou, 
j a brother  of  David,  came  at  the  same  time.  1 he 
I journey  to  New  York  occupied  ten  days,  and 


■ 


- 


518 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


they  came  by  Cleveland,  where  at  that  time  j 
there  was  no  bridge  across  the  Cuyahoga  river,  , 
and  where  Mr.  Rockwood  was  offered  land,  now 
the  site  of  the  public  square,  at  four  dollars  an 
acre,  or  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  city  at 
twenty  shillings  an  acre.  However,  they  pushed 
on  to  Elyria  and  thence  to  La  Porte,  where  the 
family  remained  while  the  father  went  out  to  | 
look  over  the  land  he  had  bargained  for  at  La- 
Grange.  Upon  seeing  this  he  was  so  disap- 
pointed that  he  concluded  to  return  to  Cleveland 
and  invest  in  land  there,  but  was  dissauded  from 
this  by  Belden,  Ingersol  and  Mennels,  three  of 
the  leading  men  in  Grafton  township,  who  in- 
duced. him  to  remain  in  La  Grange  in  order  to 
more  thoroughly  settle  up  the  country.  He  re- 
mained on  the  6oo-acre  farm,  a portion  of  which 
he  traded  to  Nathan  Clark  for  a like  amount  in 
Lot  No.  49,  and  built  thereon  a rude  house  of 
logs,  covered  with  elm  bark,  into  which  he 
moved.  This  was  shortly  after  supplanted  by  a 
better  one. 

Mrs.  Rockwood  died  and  was  buried  in  La- 
Grange  township,  and  Mr.  Rockwood  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Polly  Graves,  who  bore  him 
five  children,  all  of  whom  died  young.  He  was  j 
always  a farmer,  and  after  moving  on  his  farm 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  La  Grange  township  1 
sold  some  of  it,  giving  it  out  for  work  on  other 
parts  of  the  tract.  He  was  stirring,  energetic 
and  active  up  to  the  age  of  sixty-five,  when  he 
retired  from  business.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1877,  when  he  was  100  years  and  one 
month  old,  was  the  result  of  old  age.  In  politics 
he  w'as  originally  a Whig  and  later  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  connection  he  was  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

G.  C.  Rockw'ood,  subject  of  this  sketch,  came 
to  Lorain  county  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
about  eight  years  old.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  in  a manner  common  to  the  lads  of  those 
pioneer  days  in  the  West,  but  of  which  the  pres- 
ent generation  can  know  but  little.  His  services 
were  required'  at  an  early  age  to  help  chop  the 
timber,  clear  away  the  underbrush,  and  prepare 
the  primitive  soil  for  cultivation.  School  houses 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  such  as  they  were 
were  built  of  logs,  the  chinks  daubed  with  mud, 
the  floor,  generally  the  bare  earth,  and  the  seats 
and  desks  of  slabs.  In  these,  school  was  held 
during  the  winter  months,  when  out-door  work 
was  almost  impossible,  and  happy  the  boy  wdio 
could  attend  even  for  that  limited  season  and  get 
a smattering  of  "three  R’s.”  Yet  from  these 
rude  temples  of  learning  have  come  some  of  our 
brightest  and  most  powerful  intellects,  men  who 


have  made  their  mark  in  the  history  of  our 
country. 

When  old  enough  Mr.  Rockwood  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinetmaker  and  also  of  a house-builder, 
which  occupations  he  followed  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1852  he  went  to  California,  w'here  he 
remained  eleven  months,  going  and  coming  via 
the  Panama  route,  after  this  making  his  home  in 
Lorain  county  until  1864,  when  he  removed  to 
Wood  county  and  located  on  his  present  farm  of 
ninety-one  acres.  On  this  place  he  has  five  oil 
wells,  some  of  which  have  been  running  for  two 
years.  He  also  has  the  lease  of  some  oil  pro- 
ducing land,  and  has,  at  this  writing,  just  drilled 
a fifteen-barrel  well.  His  operations  so  far  in 
this  line  have  been  very  successful  and  bring  him 
in  a handsome  income. 

Mr.  Rockwood  was  married  May  30,  1845,  to 
Miss  Laura  A.  Wack,  who  was  born  in  Dorset, 
Vt.,  February  19,  1819,  and  who  is  still  living. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely: 
Emma  V.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Guy  C.  Near- 
ing, of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  and  has  one  child, 
Charles;  Hoyt  O.,  married  Miss  Lucia  Miehe, 
July  4,  1872,  and  died  when  about  twenty-seven 
years  old,  his  wife  also  dying  soon  afterward, 
leaving  two  children;  Frank  died  when  an  infant. 
Mr.  Rockwood  took  charge  after  his  son’s  death 
of  the  two  orphan  children  and  reared  them  as 
his  own.  The  elder  of  these,  William  P.,  was  a 
bright,  studious,  ambitious  young  man  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  3,  1892,  when  he 
was  twenty  years  old,  was  a sad  blow  to  his 
grandparents.  The  other  child,  Ernest,  makes 
his  home  with  his  grandfather.  Mr.  Rockwood 
is  a man  of  strong  character  and  of  high  princi- 
ples, and  is  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held.  For  many  years  he  was  an  infidel,  but 
later  accepted  the  belief  of  the  Spiritualists  and 
finds  much  comfort  in  their  doctrines.  He  was 
at  first  a Republican  in  his  political  affiliation, 
and  for  a time  was  with  the  Greenback  party, 
but  afterward  joined  the  Democratic  ranks. 

Allan  W.  Rudllph,  a leading  real-estate 
dealer  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Center 
township,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  September 
19,  1 8 5 3 , and  is  the  son  of  Joab  and  Mary  A. 
(Wheatley)  Rudulph. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Scott 
county,  Ky. , June  26,  1820,  and  the  mother  in 
Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  July  4,  1824.  They  were 
married  at  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  and  lived  at  that 
place,  and  in  the  vicinity,  until  1853,  when  they 
came  to  Wood  county  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Middleton  township.  They  made  this  their  home 
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until  1867,  when  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Howling  Green,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  | 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  Rudolph  was  a merchant,  and 
was  engaged  in  business  until  1890,  when  he  re- 
tired from  active  life,  his  death  occurring  two 
vears  later,  in  October,  1892.  He  was  a prom- 
inent man  in  his  community  and  helped  to  organ- 
ize the  Republican  party  in  his  State.  He  held 
various  township  and  city  offices  and  was  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Swedenborgian  Church.  To 
tins  worthy  couple  twelve  children  were  born,  of 
whom  the  following  record  is  given:  William 

If.,  deceased,  formerly  deputy  sheriff  of  Wood 
county;  Emma  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Frank"  C.  Culley;  George  W. , Sarah,  Harriet  and 
Adelbert  died  in  infancy;  Alice  I.  became  the 
wife  of  J.  D.  Dolles,  a druggist  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  died  in  1874;  Ernest  E.  married  Addie  F. 
Close  and  died  in  1871;  Allan  W.,  our  subject; 
james  W.,  a physician,  died  in  Bowling  Green 
in  1881,  Herman  J.  resides  in  Bowling  Green; 
Mary  May,  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Moore,  a lawyer  of 
Bowling  Green,  died  in  February,  1896. 

Titan  K.  Rudolph,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  resided  at  different  times  in  Co- 
lumbiana and  Carroll  counties.  He  moved  tem- 
porarily to  Kentucky  and  while  there  left  home 
on  horse  back,  intending  to  go  to  Atlanta  Ga. , 
but  as  he  was  never  heard  from,  it  is  supposed 
that  he  was  murdered  in  the  mountains.  The 
name  Rudolph  is  of  German  origin,  but  the  fam- 
ily has  been  known  in  America  since  an  early  day. 
Our  subject’s  great-uncle,  Michael  Rudulph, 
went  from  this  country  to  France,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  identical  with  Marshal  Key,  who 
played  such  a prominent  part  in  the  history  of 
that  nation.  ! 

Mr.  Rudulph’s  maternal  grandfather,  Charles 
Wheatley,  was  born  and  reared  in  Maryland,  go- 
ing thence  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  stock,  driving  cattle 
over  the  mountains  to  the  New  York  and  .Balti- 
more markets.  He  also  met  an  untimely  death, 
being  murdered  for  his  money  while  on  one  of  his 
trips,  and  his  wife  dying  soon  after  their  children 
were  left  to  the  care  of  strangers.  At  the  time  of 
her  parents’  death  Mrs.  Rudulph  was  a mere  child 
and  she  and  our  subject's  father  were  married  at 
a very  early  age,  he  being  nineteen  and  she  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Allan  W.  Rudulph  was  only  eight- 
een months  old  when  his  family  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  thirteen  years  of  age  when  they  set- 
tled in  Bowling  Green.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  for  one  year,  when  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Michigan  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  printer  with  F.  C.  Gulley,  at  Eaton  Rap- 


ids. He  early  developed  the  instincts  of  a news- 
paper man,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years 
was  both  editor  and  proprietor  of  The  Sentinel, 
published  at  Bowling  Green,  which  he  conducted 
for  twenty  years,  a part  of  the  time  in  connection 
with  C.  W.  Evers  and  M.  P.  Brewer.  During 
this  time,  however,  he  had  for  a short  period  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  in  the  paper,  and  was  en- 
| gaged  in  the  drug  business,  and  in  1SS7  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  of  the  court  to  straighten  out  the 
affairs  of  the  previous  occupant  of  the  office,  who 
had  proved  a defaulter.  Mr.  Rudulph  finally  re- 
! tired  from  the  newspaper  business  September  15, 

| 1893,  since  which  time  he  has  been  dealing  in  real 
I estate,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  enter- 
prising men  in  Wood  county. 

Qur  subject  was  married  February  25,  1875. 

; to  Li.bbie  A.  Kitchen,  who  was  born  in  Center 
: township.  Wood  county,  February  1 5,  1856.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  Gerald  Kitchen 
and  Katie  Wheatley.  Mr.  Rudulph  is  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Equitable  Building  & Loan  Co.,  and  is  also 
secretary  of  the  Water  Works  Co.  He  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Encampment  and  Subordinate. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  enterprises. 

William  Weddell,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  one  among  the  foremost  of  the 
able  and  enterprising  men  who  have  redeemed 
Wood  county  from  its  original  state  and  estab- 
i lished  modern  ways  of  life  throughout  its  borders. 
He  was  born  at  Perrysburg  March  20,  1 S 3 9 — 
his  father,  William  Weddell,  a Scotchman  by 
birth,  having  settled  there  in  1S32.  He  married 
M iss  Margaret  Dunipace,  who  was  also  born  and 
educated  in  Scotland,  and  had  three  children: 

: George,  deceased,  formerly  the  clerk  of  Wood 
i county;  William,  our  subject,  and  Margaret, 
deceased.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a con- 
tractor and  builder  by  occupation.  In  politics  he 
\ was  a Republican,  and  he  was  a stanch  and  con- 
sistent adherent  of  the  United  Presbyterian  faith. 
His  sterling  character  speedily  gained  for  him  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1840,  was  felt  as  a loss  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in 
! the  common  schools  of  Webster  township,  and 
! worked  on  the  homestead  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  married  on  Thursday. 
December  29,  1864,  to  Miss  Isabell  Znimennan. 
who  was  born  July  22.  1846,  a daughter  ot 

William  and  Isabella  (Householder  Zimmerman 
1 a well-known  resident  of  Webster  township,  h ive 
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children  were  born  of  this  union,  whose  names  ! 
are  as  follows:  (i)  Minnie,  who  was  educated 

in  the  Pemberville  High  School,  the  Normal  at  \ 
Ada,  Ohio,  and  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  is  now  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  Wood  county;  (2)  Margaret  is 
also  a school  teacher;  (3)  Sarah  J.  married  J.  G. 

H urr,  a telegraph  operator  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  j 
and  has  had  three  children— Max,  George  (de- 
ceased), and  an  infant  daughter;  (4)  William  L., 
and  (5)  Isabell.  On  August  26,  1861,  Mr.  Wed- 
dell enlisted  in  Company  K,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Canfield,  but  was  discharged  January  9, 
1862,  on  surgeon's  certificate.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  Militia,  being  commissioned 
lieutenant  of  Company  G,  1st  Regiment. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  he  bought  160  acres  j 
of  land  in  Webster  township,  near  Pemberville, 
and  built  a handsome  brick  residence  costing  j 
$3,000 — one  of  the  finest  in  the  township.  He 
was  a good  financier  and  was  highly  respected, 
not  only  for  his  ability,  but  for  his  integrity  and 
manliness.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  supervisor  for 
a number  of  years,  and  school  director  from  1 S64 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  July  1 1, 
1895.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  at  Scotch  Ridge,  as 
are  also  his  wife  and  daughters,  Minnie  and  Mar- 
garet, and  a generous  supporter  of  every  good 
cause.  He  belonged  to  Benedict  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
No.  26,  of  Pemberville,  in  which  he  held  for  a 
number  of  years  the  office  of  Commander. 

Thomas  W.  Knight,  M.  D.,  who  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  in 
Portage,  was  born  in  Taunton,  England,  January 
8,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Eliza 
(Warren)  Knight. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of 
Somersetshire,  England,  born  April  7,  1821,  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Ann  (Warren)  Knight,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  own- 
ing 1,053  acres  of  land  whereon  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1828;  his  wife  survived  until  1855. 
They  had  a numerous  family,  no  less  than 
twenty-two  children,  including  the  following 
named:  Amy;  Ann;  Richard,  a wealthy  wool- 

grower,  who  died  in  Australia;  William  and  Anna, 
who  died  in  England;  Samuel,  who  died  in 
London;  John,  who  died  in  England  in  early 
manhood;  Elizabeth,  who  passed  away  in  the  i 
same  country;  and  Thomas  W.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  a family  of  nine  children:  (1) 

Sophia,  born  March  3,  1851,  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Lucal,  of  Sandusky  City,  Ohio.  (2)  John,  ; 
born  September  1,  1852,  married  Appelinda 


Mercer,  widow  of  Samuel  Whitaker;  he  now  re- 
sides in  Wood  county.  (3)  Our  subject  comes 
next.  (4)  Fred,  born  September  25,  1856,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  (5)  Samuel, 
born  July  10,  1 85 S,  married  Ella  Hostetter,  and 
is  living  in  North  Baltimore.  (6)  Eliza  Jane, 
born  January  14,  i860,  married  John  Robertson, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  Manning  Goddington; 
they  are  now  living  in  New  Jersey.  (7)  Amy, 
born  January  31,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Groh,  of  Wood  county.  (8)  Ellen,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Sommers,  of 
Wood  county.  (9)  William  Henry,  born  Janu- 
ary 5,  1867,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months. 
(The  three  youngest  children  were  born  in 
America). 

The  parents  of  this  family  were  married  May 
22,  1850,  in  Plymouth,  Devonshire,  Eng.,  where 
Mrs.  Knight  was  born  March  23,  1825.  Prior 
to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Knight  worked  in  a grocery 
srore  for  seven  years.  He  afterward  embarked 
in  merchandising  on  his  own  account  in  Taun- 
ton, but  disposed  of  his  business  in  1856,  and 
with  his  family  removed  to  the  Isle  of  Guernsey. 
There  he  rented  a farm  and  remained  until  1861, 
when  he  came  to  America,  sailing  from  South- 
ampton, England,  September  29,  t.  861,  and 
after  a voyage  of  fifteen  days  landing  at  New 
York.  For  eighteen  months  Mr.  Knight  and  his 
family  resided  in  Sandusky  City,  and  then  went 
to  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  grape-growing.  After  three  years 
he  returned  to  Sandusky  City,  locating  on  a 
farm  near  there,  which  he  operated  for  seven  and 
a half  years,  when  he  disposed  of  that  place,  and 
removed  to  another  farm  where  he  engaged  in 
fruit  culture.  In  March,  1876,  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  purchased  the  Mungen  farm, 
which  was  his  place  of  abode  until  the  spring  of 
1884,  when  he  sold,  and  has  since  lived  with  the 
Doctor.  His  wife  died  June,  1873,  and  lies 
buried  in  Clyde  cemetery.  The  father  was  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  served  as  trustee  of 
Portage  township  for  three  years,  and  is  honored 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Our  subject,  as  will  be  seen,  was  an  infant 
when  his  parents  removed  to  the  Isle  of 
Guernsey,  and  attending  a French  school  there 
he  learned  to  speak  that  language  very  fluently. 
He  also  continued  his  literary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sandusky  City.  Ohio,  and 
afterward  taught  school  for  a number  of  years 
in  Wood  county.  The  study  of  medicine  he 
took  up  under  the  direction  of  his  mother,  who 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  practice,  and  in 
1890,  he  entered  upon  a four-years’  course  in 
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Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago.  On  his  ! 
graduation  he  came  to  Portage,  where  he  has  J 
; uce  successfully  been  engaged  in  practice,  and 
n,Vvv  has  a large  and  lucrative  clientele.  In  ad-  j 
Hition , he  owns  twenty  acres  of  land  and  four  j 
dwelling  houses  in  M ungen,  one  house  and  three 
lots  in  Portage,  and  a quarter  interest  in  eighty  '< 
acres  in  Liberty  township,  a quarter  interest  in 
the  one-sixth  royalty  of  thirteen  oil  wells  in 
Liberty  township,  and  oil  wells  in  Portage  town-  j 
dnp. 

On  December  14,  1884,  Dr.  T.  W.  Knight 
was  married  to  Christina  Sommers,  who  died 
March  9,  1889,  leaving  one  son,  Walter  A.,  born 
June  24,  1886.  Our  subject  was  afterward  mar- 
ried, April  4,  1893,  to  Miss  Maud  Book,  who  j 
was  born  June  27,  1871.  They  have  one  son,  r 
Roy,  born  November  28,  1895.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  well  known  in  their  locality,  and 
have  many  warm  friends  who  esteem  them  high-  ; 
!y.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  a strong  ; 
advocate  of  temperance.  He  has  served  his  i 
township  as  clerk  for  one  year,  and  for  nine 
months  was  township  trustee,  filling  out  an  un- 
expired term  caused  by  a removal. 

John  E.  Carson,  deceased.  The  honored 
pioneer  agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids  township, 
whose  life  forms  the  theme  of  this  biography,  1 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1826,  the  son  of 
John  E.  and  Jane  Carson,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  their  six  children,  the  others  being  Elisha, 
James  M.,  Margaret,  Oliver  and  Elija. 

The  family  came  to  Wood  county  in  1835, 
locating  on  Beaver  creek,  in  what  is  now  Grand 
Kapids  township,  and  here  John  E.  Carson  re- 
ceived his  education.  He  supplemented  his  dis- 
trict-school course  by  private  reading  and  study, 
and  fitted  himself  for  teaching;  for  several  win- 
ters he  taught  in  this  county,  working  in  the  in-  ! 
tervals  upon  the  homestead,  of  which  he  took 
entire  charge  after  the  death  of  his  father,  caring 
for  his  widowed  mother.  He  was  married  March 
30.  1854,  to  Miss  Sarah  McCabe,  a lady  of 
Scotch  descent,  born  April  17,  1836,  and  the 
seventh  daughter  in  the  family  of  twelve  children 
f,f  James  McCabe,  a well-known  farmer  of  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
:ind  married  there  to  Miss  Sarah  Uhler,  who  was 
,uso  a native  of  the  Keystone  State,  of  German 
parentage.  Mrs.  Carson's  father  died  at  his 
! ,)nie  in  Lucas  county,  August  20,  1878,  and  her  j 
mother  survived  him  ten  years,  passing  away  at 
die  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Mower, 
Dctober  6,  1881,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 


A year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Carson  bought 
160  acres  of  land  near  Grand  Rapids,  to  which 
he  removed,  having  built  a log  cabin  and  made 
other  improvements.  He  cleared  140  acres  and 
continued  to  cultivate  it  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  13,  1878.  Fourteen  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson,  ten  of  whom 
were  twins.  (1)  Emma,  born  April  21,  1855, 
married  John  Stephens,  of  Grand  Rapids.  ( 2 
and  3)  Jennie  and  James  (twins)  were  born 
June  2i,  1 S 5 7 ; the  former  married  Albert  Whit- 
ney Weston;  the  latter  died  in  childhood.  (4 
and  5)  Luther  E.  and  Lucy  W.  (twins)  were 
born  March  18,  1861.  and  the  former  now  man- 
ages the  homestead  for  his  mother;  he  married 
Miss  Lula  Gestice  and  has  three  children;  Lucy 
W.  died  in  infancy.  (6)  John  J.,  born  October 
8,  1862,  is  a farmer  in  Weston  township;  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Judson.  (7)  Harriet  E., 
born  June  11,  1865,  married  L.  D.  Judson.  of 
Grand  Rapids.  (8)  Addie.  born  August  20. 
1S68,  died  at  nineteen  years  of  age.  (9  and  10) 
Dora  and  Leonard  ( twins ) were  born  October 
12,  1870;  the  former  married  Harris  Heath,  of 
Portage,  and  the  latter  died  in  childhood.  ( 1 1 
and  12)  Nellie  and  Florence  (twins)  were  born 
P'ebruary  21,  1873;  the  former  married  John 
Ducat,  of  Sugar  Ridge,  and  the  latter  died  when 
nine  months  old.  ( 13  and  14),  also  twins,  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Carson  was  for  a time  a soldier  in  the 
late  war,  enlisting  in  the  one  hundred  days' 
service  in  1861,  in  the  144th  O.  V.  I.  But  ill- 
health  compelled  him  to  return  home  where  he 
sustained  the  cause  of  the  Union  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  giving  liberally  to  secure  troops,  and 
hiring  a substitute,  John  D.  Gestice,  whose 
daughter  Lula  is  now  the  wife  of  Luther  Carson. 
[To  him  he  gave  ten  dollars  a month  in  addition 
to  the  pay  allowed  by  the  government.]  Mr. 
Carson  was  a man  of  unusual  ability  and  influ- 
ence, standing  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  neigh- 
bors. A kind  husband  and  father;  his  death  was 
a sad  loss  to  the  home  circle,  but  in  his  wider 
sphere  of  usefulness  he  was  sincerely  mourned. 
He  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  Mrs.  Carson  has  also  been  a leading 
worker  for  many  years,  especially  in  the  Home 
Missionary  Society.  He  was  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  was  supervisor  for  two  terms,  and 
also  served  as  school  director,  and  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  help  forward  any  measure  tending 
to  benefit  the  community.  After  his  death  Mrs. 
Carson  conducted  the  estate,  displaying  marked 
executive  ability,  and  adding  many  improvements, 
including  a tasteful  and  commodious  dwelling 
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house.  Of  late  years,  however,  she  has  dele- 
gated the  care  of  the  estate  largely  to  her  son. 

John  W.  Brownsbercer,  the  well-known 
furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  of  Weston,  was 
born  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  March  24,  1843.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Lancaster  and  Cum- 
berland counties,  Penn.,  the  father,  John 
Brownsberger,  born  March  27,  1800,  in  Lan- 
caster county,  and  the  mother,  Barbara  (Bailor) 
born  August  30,  1804,  in  Cumberland  county. 
They  were  married  November  18,  1824,  and  in 
1833  they  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  on  a 
farm  four  miles  east  of  Perrysburg.  John  Browns- 
berger'was  a weaver,  having  been  bound  out  in 
childhood,  after  the  death  of  h'is  father,  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  that  trade.  He  made  much  of  the 
linen  and  woolen  cloth,  used  by  his  family,  from 
flax  and  wool  grown  on  his  own  farm,  for  some 
years,  and  also  filled  occasional  orders  from  out- 
side parties.  Bor  twenty  years  he  kept  the  toll- 
gate  on  the  Maumee  and  Western  Reserve  pike. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  on  March  iS,  1878, 
he  moved  to  East  Toledo,  where  he  died  June  2, 
1885.  He  was  a Democrat  before  the  war,  then 
becoming  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
both  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  They 
had  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  matur- 
ity: Joseph,  born  August  20,  1825,  was  killed 

by  accident  at  Toledo  October  3,  1879;  William, 
born  September  6,  1827.  was  a shoe  dealer 

at  Maumee  and  Toledo,  and  died  at  the  latter 
place  December  23,  1892;  Ann  E.,  born  Eebru- 
ary  24,  1829,  married  Benj.  B.  Myers,  (since 
deceased^  and  now  resides  in  Toledo;  Mary,  born 
Bebruary  28,  1833,  married  Henry  Girkins,  of 
West  Toledo;  Andrew  ].,  born  January  28,  1 S 3 5 , 
was  a soldier  in  Company  A,  100th  O.  V.  I., 
and  was  fatally  wounded  at  Limestone  Station, 
Tenn.,  September  8,  1S63.  (His  brother,  John, 
our  subject,  carried  him  off  the  field,  and  he  died 
in  the  hospital  September  26,  following,  at  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.);  Caroline,  born  January  28,  1839, 
married  John  Barley,  of  Toledo;  John  W. , our 
subject;  Sidney,  born  September  20,  1845,  lives 
near  Sheboygan,  Michigan. 

John  W.,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  district  school  near 
his  home,  in  the  high  school  at  Perrysburg,  and 
the  high  school  at  Maumee,  where  he  completed 
the  business  course.  He  clerked  in  a grocery 
store  at  Maumee  until  August,  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  100th  O.  V.  I.  His  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Ohio, 
served  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  until  after 
the  Atlanta  campaign  then  participated  in  the 


battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  after  which  they  went 
to  Wilmington , N.  C.,  and  fought  to  Goldsboro, 
N.  C.,  where  they  joined  Gen.  Sherman’s  forces, 
then  returning  from  the  sea.  Mr.  Brownsberger 
was  taken  prisoner  on  the  same  day  that  his 
brother  was  wounded,  and  spent  the  next  six 
months  and  a half  at  Libby  prison,  Belle  Isle, 
and  Castle  Thunder.  He  was  company  clerk 
throughout  his  service,  and  at  Branklin,  Tenn., 
was  promoted  for  gallant  conduct  to  tire  rank  of 
corporal.  June  20,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Greensboro,  N.  C. ,- and  after  the  disbanding 
of  his  regiment  at  Cleveland  a few  weeks  later  he 
returned  home.  During  the  following  winter  he 
took  a'business  course  at  Toledo,  and  in  March, 

1 866,  opened  a store  in  Weston,  dealing  in  gro- 
ceries, boots  and  shoes  and  other  commodities. 
An  attack  of  small-pox  interfered  with  his  plans, 
and  he  disposed  of  the  business  and  for  some 
time  clerked  in  the  largest  store  in  Toledo.  He 
then  went  to  work  for  Ear!  W.  Merry  in  the  re- 
corder’s office,  where  he  made  out  a set  of  geo- 
graphical abstract  books  for  all  the  land  of  the 
county.  He  afterward  worked  in  tire  county 
clerk’s  office,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  C.  W. 
Evers’  term  as  sheriff,  he  served  as  deputy  so  ac- 
ceptably that  in  October,  186S,  lie  was  himself 
elected  sheriff.  After  serving  two  terms  of  two 
years  each,  he  returned  to  Weston,  and  built  a 
planing  mill  which  he  sold  a year  later.  Bor  ten 
months  he  was  record  keeper  for  the  county  pro- 
bate court  at  Bowling  Green,  and  for  six  years 
following  was  deputy  county  clerk.  Grom  1882 
to  1895  he  was  engaged  in  various  enterprises,  in 
the  undertaking  business  at  Toledo,  and  with  the 
Clover  Leaf  railroad  as  conductor,  and  later  as 
express  agent  and  baggage  master.  In  May, 
1892,  he  opened  his  present  establishment  in 
Weston , where,  if  energy  and  integrity  count  for 
anything  in  business  life,  he.should  make  a suc- 
cess. 

He  was  married  Bebruary  24,  1869,  to  Miss 
Lucy  J.  Bonney,  who  was  born  in  Penn  Van.  X 
V.,  Bebruary  19,  1S50.  Their  only  son,  John 
L. , was  born  June  2,  1870,  and  died  October  30. 
1873.  They  have  two  daughters,  of  whom  the 
elder,  Bessie  May,  born  August  1,  1872,  was  ed 
ucated  at  Bowling  Green  and  in  the  high  school 
at  Toledo,  where  she  graduated  in  1891;  sh 
taught  for  one  and  a half  years  with  unusual  suc- 
cess, but  left  the  profession  to  become  the  wife 
of  C.  K.  Merrill,  of  Toledo.  Mabel  Bonney,  the 
younger  daughter,  born  Bebruary  1,  1879,  is  at- 
tending school  at  Toledo. 

Mrs.  Brownsberger  is  of  English  descent. 
Her  parents,  Lester  and  Caroline  (Merritt  1 ' - 
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v were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  father 
mi  in  1813  in  Yates  county,  the  mother  in 
, v _»('«  in  Hamrnondsport,  N.  Y.  They  were 
• ; irried  in  New  York  in  1842,  and  had  a family 
| six  children:  William  A.;  Sarah  L.  (Mrs. 
j .hn  E.  Clark,  of  Weston);  Lucy  J.  (Mrs. 
iliownsberger) ; Jethro,  who  was  killed  on  the 
1 ail  road  when  twenty-six  years  old;  Merritt  H., 

{ , siding  in  Weston;  and  James  F. , who  died  in 
■jfancv.  In  1863  the  Bonneys  came  to  Ohio, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  died  in  Weston  in  1 S S 3 ; the  mother  is  still 
s ing.  She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  he  also  belonged.  In  politics 
h<  was  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Brownsberger  is  a man  of  high  spirit. 
His  friendship  is  steadfast  and  his  enmity  impet- 
uous. During  his  service  as  sheriff  of  Wood 
county  he  was  known  as  a man  who  was  abso- 
lutely fearless  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  office,  and  his  ability  ana  trustworthiness  in 
that  capacity  are  still  spoken  of  by  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. In  the  first  year  of  his  term,  on  July  3, 

1 S69,  a murder  was  committed  at  Bowling  Green, 
.'1 1 id  the  mob  attempted  to  lynch  the  murderer, 
the  notorious  Dave  Phillips;  Mr.  Brownsberger 
was  at  Perrysburg,  which  was  the  county  seat, 
but  he  reached  Bowling  Green  on  horseback 
within  an  hour,  and  rescued  the  man,  although 
the  rope  was  already  around  his  neck.  On  var- 
ious other  occasions  he  displayed  rare  courage 
and  coolness,  and  his  official  record  is  indeed  one 
r,f  which  he  may  be  proud.  Mr.  Brownsberger 
is  an  influential  worker  in  the  Republican  party. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , the 
1 • V.  U. , and  the  F.  & A.  M.  In  religious 
connection  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  take  great  interest  in 
Church  work. 

Samuel  E.  Vail,  editor  of  the  Sentinel, 
of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  May  3,  1863,  at 
bindlay,  Ohio,  the  youngest  born  of  the  three 
children  of  Samuel  B.  and  Eliza  Vail.  The 
other  two  are  Frank  B.  (unmarried),  born  Octo- 
ber 3.  [861,  at  present  a compositor  on  the 
Chicago  Record-,  and  Cora  M.,  born  February 
-’8'  1862,  married  to  C.  C.  Potter,  of  Bowling 
Crcen,  by  whom  she  has  one  son — Rolland — 
-‘iid  two  daughters— Myrtle  and  June. 

Samuel  B.  Vail,  father  of  our  subject,  during 
‘he  Civil  war,  enlisted  February  2,  1864,  as  a 
1 " ri iber  of  Company  A,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
■fd'Tfd  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  On  May  27, 
'"lie  year,  during  the  preliminary  movement  of 
^Herman’s  march  to  the  sea,  Mr.  Vail  was  killed 


I at  the  battle  of  Pickett's  Mills,  and  w as  buried 
by  the  Confederates,  who  were  left  in  charge  of 
the  field.  He  was  twenty-eight  years  old  at  the 
time.  After  the  close  of  the  war  the  widowed 
mother,  with  her  three  children,  removed  to 
j Bowling  Green. 

On  the  paternal  side,  Samuel  E.  Vail  is  of 
Scotch  origin;  on  the  maternal  side  his  ancestors 
.were  of  Pennsvlvania-Dutch  stock.  Edwin  Vail, 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  in  an 
early  day  from  Connecticut' to  Ohio,  locating  first 
in  Cleveland,  but  soon  thereafter  removing  to 
Hudson,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Hannah  Post, 

| also  a native  of  Connecticut  (she  was  one  of  a 
j family  of 'thirteen  children).  To  Edwin  Vail  and 
his  wife  were  born  five  sons — Cyrus,  Alfred, 
George  \V.,  Samuel  B.  and  Charles — and  two 
daughters — Harriet  and  Mary.  Some  time  dur- 
| ing  the  “forties"  the  family  moved  to  Findlay. 
Cyrus  died  in  1S95,  at  Arlington,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  lived  many  years;  Samuel  B.  was  killed  in 
battle  as  above  related;  Harriet  (Brower)  died,  in 
1896,  at  Hudson,  whither  she  had  removed  from 
Bowling  Green  fifteen  years  previously;  Mary 
(Mungen)  died  at  Findlay  in  1894.  Of  the  sons 
now  living,  Alfred  still  resides  in  Bowling  Green; 

; George  YV. , is  a physician  at  Port  Angeles, 
Wash.,  and  Charles  has  his  home  in  Findlay. 
Ohio.  The  father  of  this  family  died  at  Findlay 
in  1S68;  the  mother  passing  away  at  Hudson  in 
| 1883.. 

Enos  P.  Lease,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania;  Catherine 
Oswald,  the  grandmother,  was  born  in  Girard, 
Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio.  The  father  of  Enos  P. 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  During  the 
“forties"  the  family  removed  to  Hancock  coun- 
ty, locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Arlington,  soon 
after  which  the  father  died;  the  mother  survived 
until  1S74.  The  children  who  grew  to  adult  age 
were:  sons — Henry,  Nelson,  Ferris,  George  and 
Enos  Lease;  daughters — Clara  (Reel),  Eliza 
; (Vail),  Rebecca  Fabun),  Lucy  (Holmes),  and 
Marv  (Long).  Nelson  died  in  1890,  at  Warren; 
j George  in  1SS6;  Enos  in  1S78;  Clara  in  1861. 
j Rebecca.  Lucy  and  Mary  still  reside  at  Arling- 
ton, while  Eliza,  who  is  now  sixtv-one  years  old, 
makes  her  home  in  Bowling  Green. 

To  return  now  to  the  life  history  of  the  subject 
; proper  of  these  lines,  Samuel  E.  Vail.  In  1870 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors’  Orphans’  home,  where  he  remained  until 
1876,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  Bowling 
Green  schools,  attending  same  two  years,  in 
1 8 7 S commencing  the  printing  trade  in  the  office 
of  the  Wood  County  Sentinel.  Five  years  later, 
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at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  went  to  Lawrenceburg,  I 
Inch,  where,  associated  with  others,  he  conducted 
a daily  newspaper;  soon  afterward  he  located  at 
Toledo,  and  until  1886  “ worked  at  the  case  '1  on 
various  daily  newspapers  of  that  city.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  accepted  a proposition  from  j 
Brewer  & Co.,  and  became  manager  -of  the  ! 
Sentinel , of  Bowling  Green;  four  years  later  j 
bought  an  interest  in  the  firm  (Brewer  cS:  Ru- 
dulph),  the  new  firm  becoming  Brewer,  Rudulph 
& Vail.  Upon  Mr.  Rudulph’s  retirement  in  1893 
the  firm  became  Brewer,  Vail  & Hoffa,  and  by  a 
change  in  the  present  year  (1896)  is  now  known 
as  Brewer,  Vail  & Co.  Mr.  Vail  s connection 
with  the  Sentinel  has  been  for  an  almost  uninter- 
rupted period  of  eighteen  years. 

On  September  8.  1S84,  Mr.  Vail  was  married 
to  Miss  Elsie  D.  Long,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jacob  F.  Long,  who  in  1S67  had  removed  from 
Sandusky  county  to  Center  township,  Wood 
county,  and  to  Bowling  Green  in  1871.  they 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Frank 

M.,  at  present  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
at  Bowling  Green;  Elsie  D.  ('Mrs.  Vail);  and 
Nettie,  wife  of  R.  P.  Hankey,  of  Bowling  Green.  ! 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vail  was  born  December  19, 
1885,  one  son  named  Merl  De  Witt.  Seven 
years  ago  Mr.  Vail  built  himself  a pleasant  home 
on  the  corner  of  West  Wooster  and  Maple 
streets,  Bowling  Green,  where  he  still  resides. 

Benjamin  F.  Kerr  is  descended  from  a fam- 
ily who  were  pioneers  in  the  country  east  of  the 
Alleghanies,  and  married  into  one  of  the  families 
who  were  forerunners  of  civilization  in  the  beau- 
tiful Valley  of  the  Maumee.  Inheriting  and  im- 
bibing, by  such  connection,  that  desire  for  an 
independence  which  made  him  self-reliant,  in- 
dustrious and  economical,  and  which  led  to  the 
success  in  life  he  has  attained,  a rank  among  the 
foremost  business  men  and  men  of  means  in 
Wood  county,  and  among  the  leading  merchants 
of  Grand  Rapids. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Kerr  w'ere  of  Scotch 
origin.  His  great-great-grandfather,  James  Kerr, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  came  from  Scotland  to 
this  country  with  their  family  in  1765,  settling 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Penn.  A son  of  these  pioneers,  1 
Joseph  Kerr,  was  married  in  New  Jersey,  and 
soon  afterward,  in  1782,  in  company  with  several 
other  families,  moved  to  Western  Pennsylvania, 
settling  in  Beaver  county.  Here  he  and  his 
neighbors,  among  whom  were  Adam  and  Andrew 
Poe,  whose  names  have  gone  down  in  history, 
had  many  thrilling  adventures,  and  many  narrow  | 


escapes,  while  fighting  the  Indians,  who  were 
troublesome  and  treacherous  in  those  times.  At 
this  place,  in  1785,  a son,  David,  w'as  born  to 
Joseph  and  his  wife,  grew  to  maturity,  and  in 
1824  with  his  family  moved  to  Richland  county. 
Ohio. 

Jesse,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Beaver  county,  Penn.,  March  4, 
1817,  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  came  to  Ohio 
w'ith  his  parents.  He  grew'  up  in  the  country, 
assisting  his  father  to  clear  up  a farm,  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  when  a 
young  man  taught  school  during  the  winters. 
On  September  14,  1837,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Eliza  Evans,  and  in  184S  they  moved  to  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  where  Jesse  Kerr  bought  land  and 
cleared  up  a farm.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig, 
later  a Republican.  His  death  occurred  July 
2,  1862. 

Eliza  (Evans)  Kerr  was  a descendant  of 
Thomas  Evans,  who  came  to  this  country  with 
his  family  from  Wales  in  1796,  making  his  home 
for  a time  in  Philadelphia.  Subsequenth  he  re- 
moved to  Cumberland  county,  Penn.,  where 
his  death  occurred.  David,  a son  of  Thomas 
Evans,  w'as  married  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  w'ith  his  wife  and  children  moved  to  Ohio  in 
1824,  settling  in  Richland  county.  Eliza,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Cumber- 
land county,  Penn.,  born  May  24,  1818;  her  death 
occurred  in  1892. 

To  the  marriage  of  Jesse  and  Eliza  (Evans 
Kerr  were  born  ten  children,  four  of  w’hom  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  being:  John  W.,  a resi- 

dent of  Lucas  county;  Benjamin  F. ; Nancy  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Waiter;  Thomas  B.,  a resi- 
dent of  Zanesville,  Ohio;  William  E.,  a mer- 
chant of  Grand  Rapids;  and  Charles  F.,  who  is 
in  the  United  States  postal  service  in  Texas. 

Benjamin  F.  Kerr  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  this  State,  February  7,  1843,  and  was 
five  years  old  when  the  family  settled  in  Lucas 
county.  He  received  a good  common-school 
education  at  Maumee,  and,  on  the  breaking  cut 
of  the  Civil  war,  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his 
services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  August,  1861. 
u'hen  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  Company  I.  14th 
O.  V.  I.,  commanded  by  Col.  James  B.  Stead- 
man. During  the  winter  of  1861-62  this  regi- 
ment was  in  service  through  Kentucky,  and, 
owing  to  the  exposure  and  hardships  to  which 
the  men  were  subjected,  the  command  sustained 
a great  loss  of  men,  and  Mr.  Kerr  was  discharged 
on  surgeon’s  certificate  of  disability,  August  22. 
1862.  In  February,  1864,  he  returned  to  the 
army,  accepting  a clerkship  with  Capt.  S.  H 
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Lunt,  a disbursing  quartermaster,  then  at  Knox-  j 
ville,  Tenn.  Mr.  Kerr  remained  with  the  army 
in  this  capacity  until  November,  1S65,  serving  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  After  hostilities  had 
ceased  he  assisted  in  removing  the  dead  from 
the  battlefields  of  Chickamauga  and  Missionary 
Ridge  to  the  National  Cemetery  at  Chattanooga, 
this  work  being  in  charge  of  the  Quartermaster's  ! 
department.  He  had  saved  some  money,  and 
on  leaving  the  service,  in  November,  1865,  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  a general  store  at  Chat- 
tanooga. Here  he  remained  in  business  until  in 
April,  1866,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  ■ 
and  returned  home. 

On  October  24,  1867,  Mr.  Kerr  was  married 
to  Miss  Ann  S.  Pratt,  the  youngest  daughter  of  ! 
Jonas  and  Susan  (Reed-Griffith)  Pratt.  Jonas 
Pratt  was  a son  of  William  and  Bertha  Brown)  l 
Pratt,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  who  came  to 
Ohio  in  June,  1 8 1 S’,  and  settled  near  Perrysburg, 
in  what  subsequently  became  Wood  county. 

William  Pratt  was  born  and  raised  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  was  the  son  of  Amos  Pratt,  a native 
of  Wales,  and  a ship-builder  by  trade.  William 
Pratt  learned  the  ship  carpenter's  trade,  and 
worked  with  his  father  in  Boston.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  of  1812  he  had  a ship-yard  in 
Canada,  and  employed  a number  of  men.  To  I 
avoid  being  impressed  into  the  British  army  and 
compelled  to  fight  against  his  native  land,  he  tied 
from  Canada  to  the  United  States,  leaving  a ves- 
sel on  the  stocks  and  all  his  property  (which  was 
afterward  confiscated  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment). On  arriving  at  his  former  home  in  the 
United  States,  he  recruited  a company  of  cavalry 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  as 
a captain  of  cavalry,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Pratt  then  built  a small  sailing  vessel  on 
Rundecroix  creek,  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.  When 
completed,  he  loaded  into  this  vessel  his  house- 
hold goods,  a supply  of  provisions,  his  family  and 
a crew,  sailed  down  the  creek  into  the  Genesee 
river,  then  into  Lake  Ontario,  up  the  Niagara  as  j 
far  as  they  could  go  and  then  took  the  vessel  out 
of  the  Niagara  river  and  transported  it  around 
the  halls  with  oxen.  Launching  the  boat  in  the 
river  again,  above  Niagara  Falls,  they  came 
through  Lake  Erie  to  Orleans  (now  Perrysburg), 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  arriving  there  in  June,  1818. 

1 his  boat  was  afterward  used  in  the  trade  be- 
tween Orleans  and  Buffalo  for  a good  many  years. 

Jonas  Pratt  owned  a farm  near  Perrysburg, 
•"id  for  a time  he  served  as  siieriff  of  the  county. 

1,1  !836  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  on  a quarter 
section  of  land  he  had  bought  in  Henry  county, 
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two  miles  up  the  river  from  Grand  Rapids,  on 
which  Mrs.  Kerr  was  born  June  13,  1846.  Here 
Jonas  Pratt  died  in  1852.  Susan  (Reed-Griffith) 
Pratt  was  born  near  Utica,  N.  Y.  (later  moving 
to  Rochester,  N.  Y.),  and  was  a daughter  of 
Amos  and  Mary  (Smith)  Reed,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, the  former  of  whom,  who  was  a well- 
educated  man,  and  a graduate  of  Yale  college, 
died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. , in  1810,  leaving  a 
widow  and  several  small  children  to  fight  life’s 
battles  alone.  The  widow  and  children  (except 
the  eldest  son,  Amos,  Jr.)  came  to  the  Maumee 
river  in  1815.  Susan  Reed  was  first  married  to 
William  Griffith,  of  the  firm  of  Gibbs  & Griffith, 
who  carried  on  a general  store  on  the  Perrysburg 
side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Griffith  died  in  1S2S,  and 
in  1831  the  widow  was  married  to  Jonas  Pratt. 
A short  time  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Pratt  his 
widow  and  the  children  moved  to  Gilead  (now 
Grand  Rapids),  where  the  widow  resided  the  rest 
of  her  life,  dying  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Kerr,  September  19,  1893,  aged  ninety 
years,  eight  months  and  one  day. 

In  September,  1S66,  our  subject  succeeded 
Messrs.  Laskey  & Bro.  in  a general  merchandise 
and  grain  business  at  Gilead.  Their  predecessors 
were  Laskey  & Co.,  who  in  1851  were  the  suc- 
cessors to  Frank  Hinsdale,  who  in  1838  suc- 
ceeded Nicholas  Gee,  who  established  the  busi- 
ness in  what  is  now  Grand  Rapids  in  opening  the 
first  store  in  the  village  in  1833.  Mr,  Kerr  is 
therefore  in  direct  line  of  succession  from  the 
first  business  opened  up  at  that  point.  He  will 
soon  have  rounded  up  a thirty-years’  career  of 
business  here — almost  a third  of  a century — a 
period  covering  nearly  that  of  all  his  predecessors 
combined,  quite  a span  of  years  of  devotion  to 
active  business;  but  the  reward  has  come,  for 
although  he  has  not  made  any  rapid  stride  on  the 
road  to  wealth,  he  has  by  close  application  to 
business,  careful  management,  and  by  industrious 
and  economical  habits,  accumulated  quite  an 
estate.  He  has  built  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  a building  modern 
and  complete  that  would  be  a credit  to  any  city. 
Crowning  a beautiful  hill,  it  commands  a grand 
view  overlooking  the  river  and  charming  Maumee 
Valley.  He  possesses  several  fine  farms  in  the 
vicinity.  Verily  he  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Kerr  have  been 
born  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being:  Carrie,  who  married  J.  K. 

Williams,  of  Delphos,  and  has  a son,  Clifton  F . 
born  January  9,  1896;  Clifton  C.,  a student  at 
Oberlin;  and  Jessie  May,  Frank  E.  and  Glen  B , 
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all  three  yet  at  home.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr 
are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
every  progressive  and  helpful  movement  in  the 
community  finds  in  them  generous  support.  Mr. 
Kerr  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  Bond  Post  No.  24,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  in  all  respects  is  a thoroughly  repre- 
sentative American. 

Colonel  A.  B.  Probert,  of  Bloomdale, 
one  of  Wood  county’s  most  prominent  citizens, 
has  been  for  many  years  a leader  in  military 
circles  in  the  State. 

He  is  of  English  descent,  and  his  grandfather 
Probert  was  a gentleman  of  wealth  and  culture, 
but  reverses  came,  and  bur  subject's  father,  James 
Probert,  who  was  born  in  England  November  16, 
1802,  was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  from  the 
early  age  of  eight  years.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  land  in-  1829  to  Miss  Sarah  Davies,  and 
in  1831  came  to  America  with  his  wife's  brother, 
David  Davies,  and  his  own  family,  which  then 
included  two  children.  They  had  but  little 
money  when  they  landed  in  New  York,  and  the 
wife  and  little  ones  were  left  there  while  the  two 
men  made  their  way  by  river,  canal  and  lake  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  having  twenty-five  cents  left 
on  their  arrivai.  They  found  work  and  soon 
sent  for  Mrs.  Probert  and  the  children.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1835,  they  moved  to  Pittsfield,  Lorain 
county,  then  a pioneer  section,  a roadless 
wilderness,  where  a home  was  made  on  wild 
land  after  great  labor  with  unsatisfactory  tools. 
The  mother  on  one  occasion  walked,  carrying 
the  son  George,  from  their  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness to  Cleveland,  a distance  of  thirty-eight 
miles,  to  obtain  urgent  necessities  for  the  family.' 
Land  advanced  in  price  and  a competence  was 
gained  and  retained.  His  farm  of  200  acres 
was  in  one  square  tract,  a beautiful  property. 
In  1852—53  he  visited  England,  and  was  loud  in 
the  praises  of  his  adopted  country,  “ the  land  of 
the  free.”  The  questions  as  to  the  thousands  of 
slaves  here,  always  cut  him  deeply,  and  he  re- 
plied with  a sense  of  shame.  Pie  was  a Demo- 
crat at  that  time  but  the  attitude  of  his  party  on 
this  question  caused  him  to  vote  for  P'remont, 
and  he  was  from  that  time  a Republican.  When 
taunting  remarks  were  made  by  his  former  asso- 
ciates, his  answer  was,  “ I have  not  left  the  old 
party;  they  have  left  me.  I stand  yet  on  the  one 
time  Democratic  platform.'1  Although  a regular 
voter  and  earnest  student  of  public  affairs  he  was 
not  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
mental  ability  and  was  well-informed  although 
he  had  had  practically  no  schooling.  His  later 


I years  wTere  passed  in  Oberlin,  where  he  died 
| May  5,  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

1 While  he  w7as  of  light  build  he  was  active  and 
| wfiry,  and  bid  fair  to  live  twenty  years  longer, 
but  an  acute  attack  of  pneumonia  brought  his 
* life  to  a sudden  close.  His  wife  survived  until 
j December  17,  1892.  when  she  died  at  the  age  of 
| ninety-one  years  and  six  months,  ’and  the  re- 
! mains  of  both  are  at  rest  in  Pittsfield  cemetery, 
i (Our  subject’s  grandfather  on  the  mother's  side, 
and  grandmother  on  the  father’s  side,  each  lived 
to  be  upward  of  a hundred  years.)  Of  their 
seven  children  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  Eliza 
; married  Calvin  C.  Freeman,  of  Russia  township, 

; Lorain  county;  John  was  a farmer  and  later  a 
merchant  in  Oberlin,  where  he  died  about  1891; 

! G-eorge  now  owns  and  conducts  the  old  home 
farm;  James  died  at  home  in  1865;  David  G. 
j resides  in  Oberlin;  and  Sarah  V.  married  John 
Watkins,  of  Pittsfield. 

A.  B.  Probert  was  born  at  the  old  homestead, 
October  15,  1S44,  and  was  reared  as  a farmer 
boy,  attending  the  neighboring  district  schools. 
I11  1861  he  did  his  first  independent  work,  hiring 
out  to  a farmer  in  the  vicinity.  The  following 
year  he  entered  the  preparatory  school  at  Ober- 
lin, but  the  urgent  calls  for  recruits  for  the  army 
appealed  to  his  patriotism,  and  his  studies  were 
given  up.  October  6,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  1 2th  Regiment  O.  Caw,  but  on  account 
of  a disturbance  on  Johnson’s  Island,  near  San- 
dusky, where  3,500  rebels  were  imprisoned,  his 
regiment  w'as  divided  and  he  with  others  cheer- 
fully accepted  the  assignment  to  infantry  duties 
there.  While  there  he  had  an  attack  of  measles, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  has  never  fully  re- 
covered. They  remained  until  February,  1864, 
j and  then  rejoined  the  cavalry  troops,  leaving 
| Camp  Dennison  in  May,  1864,  and  taking  up  the 
work  of  fighting  bushwhackers  on  the  border  be- 
tween Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Gen.  Sherman,  hav- 
ing seen  this  regiment,  telegraphed  Secretary 
Stanton  asking  that  it  be  assigned  to  him,  which 
was  impossible  under  the  circumstances,  and  the 
refusal  caused  deep  regret  on  the  part  of  the  regi- 
ment. Their  first  actual  battle  was  at  Mt.  Ster- 
ling, although  they  were  continuously  engaged  in 
light  skirmishes.  Three  months  after  Mr.  Pro- 
bert's  enlistment  he  was  promoted  over  eight  cor- 
porals to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  having  displayed 
i rare  military  ability  and  skill  in  the  saddle,  al- 
though but  a boy  in  years.  He  was  not  wounded, 
though  he  was  always  on  duty  up  to  the  time  of 
his  discharge  on  June  8,  1865,  save  a time  when 
1 on  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  illness.  He 
resumed  farm  work  on  his  return  home,  and  in 
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fa]i  of  [S66  entered  Oberlin  College,  but 
! uling  health  compelled  him  to  again  relinquish 

studies;  however,  he  has  always  been  a great 
, .,a!c-r,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  on  the  topics  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Probert  was  marjied,  December  24,  1S69, 
,,,  Miss  Chastina  M.  Worcester,  a native  ef  Pitts- 
. ,,ld,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Worcester,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1S12  and  was  for  years 
citizen  of  Oberlin;  he  is  now  deceased.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Merton  A., 

.iii  expert  stenographer,  who  is  serving  tempo- 
rarilv  in  the  superintendent’s  office  of  the  Adams 
lixpress  Co.  at  Columbus,  and  is  taking  a med- 
ical course  in  Starling  Medical  College,  of  that 
city:  Jessie,  who  died  aged  two  years,  and  Oliver 
M , now  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  and  two  years  of  farming, 
our  subject  engaged  in  teaming  in  Oberlin  for 
several  years.  Later  he  worked  fourteen  months 
as  baggage  agent  at  Oberlin  for  the  L.  S.  & M. 
S.  railroad,  and  was  also  for  some  time  a brake- 
man.  He  then  went  into  the  grocery  business 
with  his  brother  John,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Probert  Bros. , and  carried  it  on  profitably  for  five 
tears.  Selling  out  in  1SS1,  he  came  to  Bloom- 
dale,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  bought 
i-ighty  acres  of  timberland  in  Perry  township 
which  he  cleared  and  now  owns,  and  later  he 
bought  an  interest  in  a drug  store,  disposing  of 
that  to  buy  a hardware  and  grocery  business 
which  he  conducted  for  seven  years  under  the 
firm  name  of  A.  B.  Probert  & Co. ; in  1889  he  re- 
tired from  mercantile  business.  He  is  an  active 
and  influential  Republican,  and  was  the  first 
mayor  of  Bloomdale,  an  honor  conferred  for  his 
efforts  as  agent  of  the  citizens  in  securing  the 
corporation  charter,  and  he  has  served  in  other 
positions  of  trust.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  his 
present  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

Col.  Probert  has  a natural  talent  for  military 
work  and  organization,  and  was  captain  of  the 
first  known  mounted  torchlight  company,  so 
strong  at  Oberlin  in  the  Garfield  campaign. 
During  the  Blaine  campaign  he  organized  a 
torchlight  company  at  Bloomdale,  which  created 
much  enthusiasm  and  led  to  the  formation  in 
'885  of  Campany  PI,  2d  O.  X.  G.,  with  Col. 
Probert  as  captain,  he  having  been  the  leader  in 
tbe  organization.  This  was  a fine  body  of  sol- 
diers, tanking  among  the  foremost  in  the  State 
•oul  embracing  men  of  wealth,  influence  and  po- 
sition, and  its  appearance  overcame  Asst.-Adgt.- 
(,en.  Dill's  objections  to  its  acceptance  as  a part 
°f  the  State  militia.  In  1886  Capt.  Probert  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  lieutenant-colonel  of 


the  2d  Regiment,  which  he  held  five  years.  He 
is  a leader  in  G.  A.  R.  circles,  and  at  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  in  Columbus  in  1889,  when 
fourteen  G.  A.  R.  posts  of  Wood  county  ap- 
peared in  the  parade  as  a regiment,  he  was 
chosen  colonel  of  the  organization,  and  was  re- 
elected the  next  year.  During  the  great  parade 
the  Wood  county  batallion  was  one  of  the  few  to 
remain  intact  from  the  start  to  the  disbandment. 
I-ater  our  subject  . was  elected  brigade  com- 
mander of  the  P'ourth  District,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Ohio.  Pie  was  also  chosen  to  represent  one  dis- 
trict of  five  counties  of  Northwestern  Ohio,  at 
the  National  G.  A.  R.  Encampment  in  Boston. 

I He  is  now’ serving  his  fourth- term  as  commander 
: of  b rie  Post  No.  110,  of  Bloomdale.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  as  a pension  attorney  in 
1892,  and  has  met  with  great  success.  In  the 
j Masonic  Fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1867  at 
Oberlin,  he  has  held  several  official  positions. 

H.  L.  Byingtox,  M.  I).,  the  oldest  practic- 
ing physician  of  Risingsun,  and  one  of  the  most 
successful  men  of  his  profession  in  the  county,  is 
a notable  example  of  a self-made  man.  Pie  is 
of  English  descent. 

His  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Byington,  was  a 
| farmer  in  Vermont,  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
5 life,  and  was  a hard-working  man,  often  earning 
his  slender  income  by  shoe-making;  but  never  ac- 
! cumulated  a competence.  The  old  homestead 
was  near  Weybridge,  where  his  son,  Edmund  PI. 
Byington,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born,  the 
I youngest  of  a family  of  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Pie  married  Miss  Plelen  M.  Langdon,  a na- 
tive of  New  Haven,  Vt.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Ward  Langdon,  who  was  at  one  time  a member 
of  the  Vermont  legislature.  This  family  was  also 
of  English  origin.  The  young  man  had  but 
limited  means,  yet  he  and  his  bride  started  for 
the  new  lands  in  the  West,  as  the  frontier  lines 
in  Franklin  county,  N.  Y.,  wras  then  called,  and 
locating  upon  a small  tract  of  land  in  the  woods 
| they  toiled  on  through  all  difficulties  until  pros- 
1 perity  dawned  upon  them.  Their  success  was 
not  won  by  self  denial,  but  by  industry  and  good 
management;  they  now  own  two  farms  contain- 
ing more  than  250  acres  of  valuable  land.  Tliev 
have  fortunately  both  been  spared  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors,  and  are  among  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  their  vicinity.  Mr. 

| Byington  is  one  of  the  stanch  supporters  of  the 
Democratic  party,  has  always  been  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  and  has  served  creditably  in  nu- 
merous township  offices.  The  last  years  of  his 
father,  who  lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  old. 
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were  made  comfortable  in  his  home,  and  four 
children  were  reared  to  maturity:  Alice  (Mrs. 

Jason  j.  Carpenter),  of  North  Yakima,  Wash. ; 
.Harlan  L.,  our  subject;  Emerson,  a farmer  in 
Franklin  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Jennie  (Mrs.  Theo- 
dore Fitch),  of  the  same  county. 

Dr.  Byington  was  born  on  a farm  in  East 
Constable  township,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
22,  1851,  and  passed  through  the  usual  experi- 
ences of  a farmer's  son,  attending  the  district 
schools  and  helping  at  home  with  the  “chores  ” 
and  on  the  farm.  Later  he  studied  at  Franklin 
Academy,  and  at  eighteen  began  to  teach,  follow- 
ing the  profession  successfully  some  four  winters. 
He  then  pursued  more  advanced  studies  at  Ma- 
lone, N.  Y. , and,  as  he  always  had  a desire  to 
follow  the  medical  profession,  took  especial  in- 
terest in  anatomy  and  hygiene  while  there.  He 
was  too  proud  to  ask  his  father  for  money  to 
continue  his  studies  in  this  direction,  and,  shortly 
after  attaining  his  majority,  he  started  for  Omaha, 
Neb.  He  had  only  ten  dollars  in  his  pocket 
when  he  left  home,  as  his  father  was  a believer 
that  a little  hardship  would  be  good  for  him,  and 
this  sum  was  soon  exhausted.  He  shopped, 
while  cn  route , in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  an 
uncle  lived,  and  found  employment  as  a locomo- 
tive firemen  on  the  Sandusky  division  of  the  B. 
& O.  R.  R.,  and  later  fired  on  the  construction 
train  on  the  main  line  of  the  same  road,  which 
was  then  being  laid  west  from  Chicago  Junction, 
the  completed  portion  at  that  time  reaching  At- 
tica, Ohio.  He  then  began  teaching  in  Perkins 
township,  Erie  county,  and  determining  to  study 
medicine  he  took  a preliminary  course  with  Dr. 
Knestrick,  of  Bloomingville.  During  the  sum- 
mer he  studied  in  the  mornings,  and  worked  on  a 
farm  in  the  afternoons  in  order  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses. In  the  fall  of  1874  he  entered  the  Phy- 
sio-Medical College  at  Cincinnati,  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  February,  1876,  standing  third  in  the 
class.  His  professional  career  was  begun  in 
F'ostoria  in  the  fall  of  1876,  against  a formidable 
array  of  old  practitioners.  As  a total  stranger 
he  experienced  the  usual  trials  of  a young  phy- 
sician, but  he  succeeded  in  establishing  a good 
practice.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  removed  to 
Risingsun  where  speedy  recognition  of  his  abili- 
ties brought  him  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 
The  Doctor  successfully  removed  eight  pieces  of 
skull-bone  from  the  left  temple  of  George  Jonas 
which  had  been  thrust  into  his  head  two  inches 
by  the  kick  of  a horse,  and  covered  the  opening 
with  a silver  plate,  which  he  prepared  from  a coin 
he  took  from  his  purse,  it  being  nearly  as  large 
as  a silver  dollar.  He  also  performed  several 


successful  delicate  and  difficult  perineal  oper- 
ations, and  others  of  a general  nature,  by  which 
he  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a surgeon. 

On  September  6,  1882,  Dr.  Byington  was 
married  in  Fostoria  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Shaw,  a 
native  of  Plancock  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Eliza  Shaw.  She  is  a lady  of 
fine  mentality,  was  well  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  taught  successfully  in 
Fostoria.  The  Doctor  has  a pleasant  home  and 
office,  built  by  himself.  Of  their  three  sons  the 
second  died  in  infancy;  the  others  are  Yv7arren  S., 
born  June  17.  1885;  and  Ralph,  born  September 
26,  189.5. 

The  Doctor  contributes  liberally  toward  the 
Churches  of  his  locality,  although  not  a member 
of  any,  and  he  is  always  ready  to  encourage  and 
assist  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  thriving 
little  city  where  he  has  made  his  home.  As  a 
citizen,  not  as  a politician,  he  served  six  years  as 
a member  of  the  Risingsun  council,  but  he  has 
frequently  declined  nominations  to  political  posi- 
tions. In  August,  1893,  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners,  and 
still  holds  that  office.  In  principle  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  occasionally  supports  men  of  other 
parties.  A man  of  practical  ideas  in  business  as 
well  as  in  professional  life,  he  has  acquired  a fine 
competence,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  place,  owning  extensive  in- 
terests in  oil  holdings,  and  engaging  largely  in 
loaning  money,  and  buying  and  selling  notes. 
Despite  his  varied  lines  of  work,  he  is  fond  of 
travel,  recreation  and  hunting;  has  been  in  sixteen 
different  States,  Canada  and  old  Mexico,  and 
several  seasons  have  found  him  in  the  game 
haunts  of  the  West  and  South.  Socially  he  was 
a charter  member  and  first  chancellor  commander 
of  Lodge  329,  K.  of  P. , at  Risingsun. 

William  Eckert,  one  of  the  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  Portage  township,  was 
born  April  20,  1S47,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , son  of 
Martin  Eckert,  a native  of  the  “Fatherland.' 
who  was  born  February  2,  1808. 

Martin  Eckert  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a young  man,  lived  for  a time  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  and  made  his  first  permanent  lo- 
cation in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Here  he  married  Mar- 
garet Zimmerman,  who  was  born  in  Alsace. 
Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
her  parents  also  passed  their  remaining  days. 
Mr.  Eckert  had  learned  shoemaking  in  Germany, 
and  he  followed  his  trade  in  Buffalo,  also  engag- 
ing in  market  gardening,  in  which  he  continued 
for  a number  of  years.  They  lived  near  Cold 
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Springs,  a suburb  of  Buffalo,  and  their  produce 
was  taken  to  Washington  Street  Market.  In  the 
panic  of  1857,  however,  Mr.  Eckert  lost  much 
of  his  property,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  came 
west  to  Oftio,  living  in  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county,  where  he  rented  land.  He  was  a 
large  active  man  in  his  younger  days,  and  after 
corning  to  Ohio  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  from 
1867  until  their  deaths  he  and  his  wife  made  their 
home  with  our  subject.  He  died  at  the  latter's 
home  in  Portage  township  in  February,  1891, 
his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave  in  April, 
1882,  and  both  are  buried  in  Bradner  cemetery. 
They  reared  a large  family,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Buffalo,  as  follows:  Jacob,  who  is  a 

farmer  of  Portage  township  ; Ellen  (Mrs.  John  V. 
Hall),  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; George,  a carpenter, 
who  died  in  Boston,  Mass.;  Martin,  Jr.,  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  Wood  county;  Sarah  (Mrs. 
William  Wilson),  who  lives  in  Buffalo;  Charles, 
who  died  of  cholera  in  Buffalo;  Louise  (Mrs.  Jacob 
Bowers),  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio; 
and  William.  Mr.  Eckert  was  originally  a Whig 
in  politics,  but  on  the  formation  of  the  party  he 
became  a Republican,  and  was  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  its  principles. 

William  Eckert  received  all  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  boyhood  home,  and  was 
thoroughly  trained  to  farming,  remaining  at  home, 
with  one  month’s  exception,  until  his  enlistment 
in  the  Union  army,  on  March  26,  1864,  at  Roll- 
ersville,  Ohio.  He  became  a member  of  Com- 
pany I,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  the  regiment  at  that  time 
being  home  on  veteran  furlough,  and  returned 
with  them  to  the  field,  seeing  his  first  active 
service  at  Paducah,  Ky.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Brice’s  Cross  Roads  (or  Guntown), 
Tishomingo,  Tupelo,  Oldtown  Creek,  Abbeville, 
Little  Harpeth,  Nashville,  Spanish  Fort,  and 
Mobile,  the  command  marching  from  that  city  to 
Montgomery.  En  route  they  learned  of  Lee’s 
surrender,  and  soon  after  of  Lincoln’s  assassina- 
tion. They  remained  in  the  service,  doing  guard 
duty  and  repairing  railroads,  until  September  1 1, 
1865,  when  they  were  mustered  out  at  Vicks- 
burg, and  received  the  final  discharge  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  Mr.  Eckert  is  now  a member  of 
Randall  Post  No.  53,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Freeport. 
Luring  his  service  our  subject  was  never  absent 
from  duty  on  account  of  injuries  or  sickness,  but 
he  was  separated  from  his  regiment  a short  time 
after  the  battle  of  Brice’s  Cross  Roads,  in  which 
they  were  defeated;  he  and  many  others  worked 
their  way  through  the  woods  to  Memphis,  and 
during  the  journey  it  was,  naturally,  difficult  for 
them  to  keep  together. 


In  the  spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Eckert  began  to 
do  farm  work  for  others,  and  after  six  months 
rented  a farm  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood': 
county,  from  Conrad  Shetler,  which  he  worked; 
for  two  years,  and  after  that  rented  more  land., 
until  he  bought  his  present  farm  in  Portage  towrv- 
ship.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  $200, 
besides  a limited  supply  of  farming  implements, 
and  he  lived  on  different  places  in  Wood  and 
Sandusky  counties  until  April  20,  1878,  at  which 
time  he  settled  on  his  place  of  eighty  acres  in 
Section  15,  Portage  township,  which  he  had 
bought  four 'years  previously,  and  which  he  had 
improved,  to  some  extent  after  it  came  into  his 
possession,  it  being  new  land  when  he  bought  it. 
He  now'  owns  160  acres,  ninety  of  which  are 
under  cultivation,  and  which  he  has  taken  from 
its  primitive  condition.  He  has  improved  the 
land  with  buildings,  and  has  placed  over  1,200 
rods  of  drain  tile  in  the  land,  which  has  increased 
its  fertility  considerably.  He  is  known  as  a most 
thorough,  systematic  farmer,  and  has  the  respect 
of  all  who  know'  him  for  his  industry  and  integ- 
rity. He  is  a thoroughly  self-made  man,  having 
commenced  life  with  no  capital  but  his  own 
energy  and  ambition,  and  he  is  now'  in  prosperous 
circumstances,  and  able  to  support  his  family  in 
comfort.  In  1892  he  built  a fine  barn,  40  x 72 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  all  the  other  improve- 
ments on  the  place  are  in  keeping. 

On  November  30,  1871,  Mr.  Eckert  was  mar- 
ried, in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  to  Miss 
Lenora  Sheseley,  a native  of  that  township,  who 
was  born  March  30,  1850,  daughter  of  John 
Sheseley,  who  came  hither  from  Pennsylvania. 
Children  have  been  born  to  this  union  as  follows: 
Clarence  R. , September  9,  1872,  who  is  a teacher; 
Adda,  January,  26,  1S74;  Mabel,  November  20. 
1875  (died  in  August,  1879);  Laura,  April  2S. 
1877;  Wilmer,  August  18,  1S7S;  RollandW., 
July  23,  1883;  Ralph  E. , January  26,  1885; 
Florence  M.,  January  20,  1889;  Floyd  IL,  Au- 
gust 12,  1890;  and  Benjamin  F. , February  9, 
1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eckert  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  trustee.  He  is  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  never  fails  to  cast  his  ballot;  but  aside 
from  that  takes  no  active  part  in  politics  or  pub- 
lic affairs,  although  he  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector in  District  No.  9.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  I.  O.  O.  F. , Prairie  Depot  Lodge,  No.  646 

Exea  Ducat,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of 
the  retired  agriculturists  who  have  made  their 
home  in  the  pleasant  city  of  Bow  ling  Green,  was 
born  of  Frcnch-Canadian  parentage,  on  the 
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Ohio  and  Michigan  line,  near  Toledo,  February, 

1 8,  1828. 

His  parents,  Joseph  and  Victoria  (Jacob)  Du- 
cat, were  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  former  in 
April,  1S05.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them, 
our  subject  being  the  second.  Joseph,  the  eldest, 
is  now  living  in  East  Toledo,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight.  The  third,  Alexander,  born  in  1830,  died 
June  27,  1874.  Julius,  born  March  10,  1834, 
died  September  12,  1895.  John  is  a resident  of 
Rudolph,  Wood  county;  Gilbert,  of  Bowling 
Green;  Theodore,  of  Toledo;  Marshall,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Frank,  of  Ducat,  Wood  county;  and 
the  two  youngest,  Frederick  and  Victoria,  died 
in  childhood.  Mr.  Ducat’s  parents  moved  to 
Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  in  1851,  and 
settled  upon  a large  tract  of  land  which  is  now 
very  valuable.  His  mother  died  in  Ottawa  county 
in  1S64,  his  father  at  the  homestead  in  Liberty 
township,  in  May,  1871. 

Our  subject  enjoyed  the  usual  experiences  ot 
a healthy  country  boy  during  his  youth,  and  be- 
came in  time  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
in  the  locality,  cultivating  a tract  of  200  acres  of 
land  which  he  still  owns,  although  of  late  years 
he  has  left  the  active  work  to  other  hands.  He 
was  married  May  6,  1851,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 

• Momee,  of  Toledo,  who  was  born  February  S, 
1836.  They  have  had  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  born  June  1,  1852,  died  August  27, 
1858;  the  second,  born  June  1,  1853,  died  the 
same  day;  Mary  V.  born  April  15,  1854,  was 
married  December  4,  1873,  to  Paul  McCrory, 
and  died  November  8,  1S74:  Peter  Exea,  born 
June  8,  1856,  married  Josephine  Mantal,  and 
has  one  son — Clarence;  Thomas  Jefferson,  born 
March  12,  1859,  married  Emma  Gano,  and  has 
four  children  living;  Charles  Henry,  born  October 
14,  1S63,  died  aged  fifteen;  Matilda  Jane,  born 
November  26,  1864,  married  Quincy  Mercer,' of 
Wood  county;  Lucy  Ann,  born  June  7,  1871, 
died  a year  later;  Fulton  Daniel,  born  May  4, 
1874,  married  Alta  V.  Bordner,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Mr.  Ducat  is  a highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen, and  uses  his  influence  in  quiet  but  effective 
ways  to  forward  every  measure  which  has  for  its 
object  the  good  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
leading  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in 
his  political  preferences  of  late  years  has  been 
an  ardent  Prohibitionist. 

I 

' 

Nathaniel  L.  Hanson.  New  Hampshire 
was  first  visited  by  Europeans  in  1614,  the  first 
settlements  being  made  at  Cochecho  (Dover)  and 
Portsmouth,  in  1623.  Thomas  Hanson,  senior, 
was  among  the  early  settlers  and  lived  at  Coche- 


■ cho  (Dover),  was  taxed  1654-55,  received  from 
! the  Crown-;  or  Protector,  a grant  of  one  hundred 
i acres  of  ljind  near  Salmon  Falls,  N.  H.,  dated 
! November  11,  1658,  was  admitted  a freeman, 
i April  5,  1661,  died  1666,  and  his  will  was  ap- 
: proved  June  27,  1 666.  His  widow  was  taxed 
1666-1672,  and  killed  by  Indians,  June  28,  1689. 
These  people  were  English.  Their  children  were 
Tobias,  Thomas  (2),  Isaac,  Timothy  and  two 
daughters.  Of  the  last  four  no  record  is  left. 
Tobias  was  killed  by  the  Indians  May  10,  1693, 
his  wife  having  been  made  captive  June,  1689, 
at  the  time  his  mother  was  killed. 

Thomas  Hanson  (2),  second  son  of  Thomas, 
Sr.,  was  born  1643,  first  taxed  1664  to  1677,  at 
Cochecho  (Dover),  and  his  will  bears  date  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1710.  His  children,  of  whom  any 
record  is  left,  were  Thomas  (3)  and  John  (1). 
Thomas  (3)  was  born  in  1680,  built  a house  at 
“ Knox  Marsh  ” near  Dover  in  1 700  (still  occu- 
pied— 1 S S 3 — -by  William  Twombly).  His  chil- 
dren were  (by  Margaret  Maul)  Thomas  (4),  Rob- 
bert,  Timothy  (2)  (see  “Timothy  hay,”  Stan- 
dard dictionary),  Maul,  Jonathan  and  Samuel; 
(by  Hannah  Newell)  Solomon,  Ebenezer  and 
Abigail.  He  died  1728,  his  will  bearing  date 
September  iS,  172S,  and  it  shows  the  ownership 
of  slaves  in  New  Hampshire  at  that  date. 

John  (1),  brother  of  Thomas  (3),  married 
Elizabeth  Meador,  May  23,  1703,  and  lived  at 
“Knox  Marsh.”  His  children  were  Hannah, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  John  (2),  Isaac  (2),  Daniel. 
Ebenezer  (2),  Caleb,  Mercy  and  Abigail.  On 
June  27,  1724,  their  home  was  attacked  by  In- 
dians; John  (2),  Isaac  and  the  father  being  in  the 
field,  and  Hannah,  being  at  church  — all  escaped 
harm.  Ebenezer  and  Caleb  (youngest  of  the 
boys)  were  dashed  against  a stone  and  killed. 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Daniel,  Mercy  (fourteen  days 
old),  the  mother  and  the  nurse  were  all  taken 
captive,  and,  by  forced  marches  for  hundreds  of 
miles  through  the  then  unbroken  wilderness  and 
swamps  of  the  wildest  section  of  our  land,  were 
taken  into  Canada.  Pursuit  proved  fruitless 
Without  doubt  the  boys  were  killed  because  too 
young  to  make  the  march,  and  too  large  to  carry, 
while  the  mother  was  spared  for  the  larger  ran- 
som expected.  Though  still  feeble,  she  was 
compelled  to  carry  her  fourteen-day-old  babe,  but 
was  treated  with  some  barbaric  tenderness,  slurr- 
ing the  chief’s  food,  and  by  night  his  tent,  and 
allowed  to  prepare  nourishment  for  her  babe 
when  no  longer  able  to  nourish  it  herself.  The 
following  year  the  husband  and  father  proceeded 
to  Canada,  and  ransomed  his  wife  and  three  of  the 
children.  He  returned  to  Canada  again  in  1727 
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to  redeem  the  remaining  child,  Sarah,  and  per-  : 
js'ned  at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  on  his  return. 
Mercy  Hanson,  the  fourteen-day-old  captive, 
born  to  John  (i)  fftne  13,  1.724.  was  among  ; 
these  ransomed  children,  and  lived  to  marry  one  . 
Nathaniel  Hanson  (1),  and  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  viz.:  Paul,  John  (3),  Nathaniel 
(2),  Ebenezer  (2),  Caleb  (2),  and  two  daughters,  i 
Of  these  children,  Ebenezer  Hanson  (2)  was  born  ] 
April  12,  1759,  married  Abigail  Caverno  Septem- 
ber, 1789,  lived  in  Strafford,  N.  H.,  and  died  j 
May  26,  1826.  The  children  of  Ebenezer  (2) 
and  Abigail  Hanson  were  Caverno,  Paul,  John 
(4),  Ebenezer  (3;,  Hannah,  Judith,  Nathaniel  (3), 
Caleb  (3),  Abigail,  Sarah  and  Jeremiah.  All  these 
lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Nathaniel  Hanson  (3),  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Strafford,  N.  H.,  May  1 1 , 1807, 
married  Marjorie  Evans,  of  the  same  place,  1 
dwelt  at  Barnstead  and  died  October  5,  1891, 
his  wife  having  preceded  him  on  March  9,  of  the 
same  year — both  having  lived  more  than  four- 
score years.  The  old  home  stands  in  shadow; 
the  sunshine  falls  less  sweetly  among  the  many  j 
reminders — the  reverently  folded  garments,  the 
hat,  the  cane,  and  the  old  family  Bible  that  lay 
on  the  stand.  The  immediate  family  of  Nathan- 
iel (3)  and  Marjorie  E.  Hanson,  consisted  of 
eight  sons  and  one  daughtor,  viz. : John  (5), 
Caleb  W.,  Levi  H.,  Nathaniel  L. , Ebenezer, 
Lewis  F. , Joseph  B.,  George  and  Jennie  B. 

Nathaniel  L.  Hanson,  fourth  of  the  above 
named  brothers,  submits  this  genealogy  by  re-  ; 
quest,  interesting  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  it  covers  j 
a period  of  nearly  three  hundred  years,  embrac- 
ing eight  generations  inclusive  of  his  own  family,  ! 
and  in  that  it  shows  something  of  the  trials  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  our  land.  The  names  of  those 
constituting  tne  collateral  branches  of  the  family 
in  the  different  generations,  as  gathered  by  him 
from  court  and  other  records,  are  here  omitted. 

The  names  of  his  own  children  are  George 
Murray,  Myra  Hamilton,  Elizabeth  Murray,  Fred 
Green  (died  iu  1876),  Raymond  Evans,  Luther 
N.  and  Ralph  Trowbridge. 

Our  subject,  Nathaniel  L.  Hanson,  was  reared 
in  New  Hampshire,  quit  the  farm  at  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  the  shop  at  eighteen,  was 
privileged  to  attend  the  public  schools  but 
twenty-five  months  in  all  this  time,  and  one  or 
two  terms  at  the  “ select  ” school.  I11  1857  he 
entered  the  academy  at  New  Hampton,  N.  K., 
taking  the  Latin  and  Greek  course,  having  made 
a good  start  in  the  former  in  the  shop,  without 
an  instructor.  He  graduated  from  this  academv 
in  June,  i860,  second  in  a class  of  thirteen 


gentlemen,  all  but  two  of  whom  entered  college. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  with  just  funds 
enough  in  hand  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  first 
term,  and  obliged  to  rely  absolutely  upon  his  own 
resources,  he  entered  upon  a four-years’  course 
at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  havinsr 

7 _ o 

been  admitted  on  examination  prior  to  gradua- 
tion  at  the  academy,  taking  the  25th  position 
in  a class  of  eighty-one  members,  which  by 
later  accessions  enrolled  an  even  hundred. 
Divers  causes,  chiefly  the  Civil  war  which 
broke  out  the  following  spring,  left  but  fifty 
of  this  class  to  answer  roll-call  on  gradua- 
tion day,  four  years  later,  Mr.  Hanson  be- 
ing among  them.  He  had  already  been 

elected  principal  of  the  Grammar  schools 
at  Troy,  Ohio,  and  came  west  soon  after 
graduating  in  1864.  The  following  summer  he 
was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  at  Sidney, 
Ohio,  which  position  he  filled  for  three  years.  In 
1S68  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  State  street 

schools,  Columbus,  Ohio,  succeeding  T.  C. 

Mendenhall,  now  president  of  Worcester  - Mass.) 
Polytechnic  Institute,  and  formerlv  at  the  head 
of  the  U.  S.  geodetic  coast  survey.  At  the  holi- 
days of  this  year  Mr.  Hanson  received  what  he 
regards  as  two  flattering  propositions,  viz. : An 

addition  of  $500  in  salary  ($1,700  per  annum), 
to  take  the  principalship  of  the  Ludlow  street 
schools,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  the  hand  of  Miss 
Lida  McC.  Murray,  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  in  marriage; 
both  of  which  he  accepted,  retaining  the  latter 
to  this  day  (1896),  and  the  former  until  the  fall 
of  1871,  three  years,  when  a coveted  opportunity 
to  go  into  business  presented  itself,  and  he  came 
to  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  to  accept  a subordinate 
position  in  the  Exchange  Bank,  then  just  starting 
under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  E.  D.  Peck,  as  presi- 
dent, and  F.  R.  Miller  as  cashier.  He  continued 
with  this  firm  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when,  Dr. 
Peck  having  deceased,  the  firm  retired  from 
banking,  and  Mr.  Hanson  established  the  Citi- 
zens Bank,  continuing  the  business  under  that 
title  until  the  spring  of  1892,  when  it  was  re- 
organized as  a State  Bank  and  incorporated  as 
the  Citizens  Banking  Company,  with  a sub- 
scribed capital  stock  of  $50,000.00;  he  became 
the  cashier  and  responsible  manager,  and  con- 
tinues such  to  the  present  time. 

In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious 
belief  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Greek  letter  fraternity, 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon,  is  a member  of  the  board, 
of  education,  is  serving  his  second  term  a> 
a member  of  the  city  council,  and  is,  and 
has  been  for  ten  vears,  a member  and  the 
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secretary  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Way  Public  Library.  Mr.  Hanson  is  a citi- 
zen of  high  standing,  and  a leading  man  a 
his  community,  •mid  although  rather  reserved 
in  disposition,  is  found  on  nearer  acquaintance  to 
be  a most  genial  and  companionable  man.  He 
is  very  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  although  giv- 
ing much  time  and  attention  to  the  details  of 
his  business,  and  to  matters  concerning  the  public 
welfare,  he  finds  his  greatest  happiness  when  sur- 
rounded by  his  books  and  family  in  his  pleasant 
home. 

George  W.  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Ohio,  a prominent  editor  of  Wood  county, 
and  a worthy  representative  citizen  of  North  Bal- 
timore, is  a native  of  the  State,  having  been  born 
March  15,  1859,  in  Logan  county. 

At  an  early  age  he  was  left  an  orphan,  his 
father  having  died  when  he  was  an  infant,  suc- 
cumbing to  exposure  experienced  at  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  in  1862;  after  which,  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  old,  young  George  made  his 
home  with  his  grandfather,  John  G.  Wilkinson, 
during  which  period  he  acquired  a common-school 
education.  P'ully  realizing  he  was  not  yet  prop- 
erly equipped  in  an  educational  point  of  view, 
for  suitable  life  work,  our  subject,  on  leaving  the 
home  of  his  grandfather,  went  to  Sidney,  Ohio, 
where  for  three  years  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  took  up  the 
profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed  several 
years.  For  one  year  he  had  charge  of  the  gram- 
mar department  of  public-school  work  at  Deshler, 
and  for  two  years  he  served  as  superintendent  of 
schools  of  that  place.  During  the  year  1885-86 
he  leased  and  conducted  the  Deshler  Flag,  and 
then  purchased  the  Beacon,  of  North  Baltimore, 
which,  under  his  able  management,  has  become 
one  of  the  leading  journals  of  Wood  county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  a Republican, 
and  a representative  in  his  party.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee,  of  which  he  has  been  chairman 
and  secretary.  He  has  also  been  several  times  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee,  serving  now 
in  that  capacity ; is  also  serving  as  member  of  the 
County  Election  Board,  by  appointment  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  is  chairman  of  that  board. 
Mr.  Wilkinson  has  served  four  terms  as  trustee 
of  the  North  Baltimore  Gas  Co.,  during  which 
time  he  was  its  secretary.  At  this  writing  he  is 
president  of  the  board  of  examiners  of  teachers, 
for  the  city  of  North  Baltimore.  He  is  also 
serving  his  second  term  as  secretary  of  the  Buck- 
eye Press  Association,  of  Ohio,  an  organization 


! of  printers  and  editors,  consisting  of  about  two 
| hundred  members,  he  being  one  of  the  origi- 
] nators  of  the  association.  He  is  a practical 
! artistic  printer,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best 
j equipped  offices  in  the  State. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ella  M.  Thomas,  daughter  of 
| Rev.  A.  C.  Thomas,  of  North  Baltimore,  born 
1 April  21,  1868,  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Wilkinson  is  a valuable 
assistant  to  her  husband,  being  in  perfect  sym- 
pathy with  his  work,  and  taking  editorial  charge 
during  his  temporary  absence.  To  their  union 
have  come  two  children,  namely:  Gerald  T.,  born 
in  1889,  and  Claire  W. , born  in  1892.  Mrs. 
Wilkinson  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  at 
North  Baltimore,  and  she  and  her  husband  eujov 
the  highest  regard  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live. 

Gilbert  Ducat,  a wealthy  retired  agricultur- 
ist of  Bowling  Green,  and  a descendant  of  a well- 
known  French-Canadian  family,  was  born  in 
Michigan,  near  the  Ohio  line.  July  10,  1S39. 

His  father,  Joseph  Ducat,  was  born  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  in  1805,  and  on  arriving  at  manhood 
he  married  a native  of  the  same  city.  Miss  Vic- 
toria Jacob.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  some  years  after  his  marriage  came  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Wood  county, 
later  removing  to  Ottawa  county,  where  Mrs. 
Ducat  died  in  1S64.  The  family  soon  after  re- 
turned to  Wood  county  settling  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  here,  in  1 87 1 , the  father  died.  Both  par- 
ents were  devout  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them: 
Joseph,  a resident  of  East  Toledo;  Exea,  of 
Bowling  Green;  Alexander,  deceased;  Julius,  de- 
ceased; John,  of  Rudolph,  Wood  county;  Gilbert, 

; our  subject;  Theodore,  residing  in  Toledo,  Ohio: 

! Marshall,  in  Bowling  Green;  Frank,  in  Ducat. 
Wood  county  (named  in  honor  of  this  family  : 
and  Frederick  and  Victoria,  who  both  died  in 
| infancy. 

Gilbert  Ducat,  our  subject,  spent  his  early 
life  chiefly  in  Wood  county.  The  conditions  of 
pioneer  life  were  not  favorable  to  education,  and 
he  received  no  schooling;  but  good  natural  abili- 
ties enabled  him  to  overcome  in  a measure  this 
lack  of  opportunity  for  learning.  On  November 
25,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Ganger. 

I a lady  of  French-Canadian  descent,  who  was 
born  March  31,  1844,  in  Michigan,  the  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Olive  (Roe)  Ganger.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Rudolph. 
Wood  county,  where  her  father  still  lives  at  the 
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,,,e  of  seventy-seven.  Her  mother,  who  was 
lH)I11  in  1818,  died  in  1890.  Mrs.  Ducat  was  the 
second  of  their  eleven  children.  The  eldest, 
Victoria,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Julius 
1 )i:cat . The  third,  Harriet,  is  the  wife  of  Paul 
Groneau;  Mary  married  Victor  Puye;  Matilda 
married  Fred  Crostalker,  of  Bowling  Green; 
Kllcii  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Sanglier;  George  lives 
m North  Baltimore,  Wood  county;  Daniel,  in  Lib- 
ert}' township;  Cyril,  near  Rudolph;  and  Napo- 
leon ; the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ducat  settled  upon  a farm  in  Liberty 
township  after  their  marriage,  where  four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  none  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity  except  the  third,  Napoleon,  who  was 
born  August  21,  186S,  and  is  now  at  home.  The 
names  of  the  others  with  the  dates  of  birth  and 
death  are  as  follows:  Henry,  born  January  30. 

1867,  died  February  9,  1S6S;  Louis  Franklin, 
born  November  6,  1 87 3 , died  in  May,  1875;  Abra- 
ham, born  in  1869,  died  in  1882.  Fortunately 
for  our  subject  his  farm  lies  within  the  “oil  belt,” 
and  some  years  ago  four  wells  were  sunk  upon  it 
from  which  he  has  since  derived  a good  income. 
In  1889  he  retired  from  active  business  and  re- 
moved to  Bowling  Green.  He  and  his  wife  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
as  all  their  ancestors  have  been,  and  their  wealth 
enables  them  to  take  an  active  part  in  many 
worthy  enterprises.  In  politics  Mr.  Ducat  is  a 
Democrat. 

Abxer  Cummings  (deceased)  was  a prominent 
and  representative  citizen  of  Wood  county,  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  23,  1829,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Tontogany,  Ohio,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  later  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  in 
Washington  township,  and  bought  an  additional 
eighty  acres.  This  he  operated  and  improved  for 
a time,  and  then  sold  eighty  acres  and  purchased 
the  Crum  farm  of  eighty  acres.  On  selling  this 
property,  he  removed  to  Haskins,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  similar  size,  which  is  now  the 
abode  of  his  widow. 

In  1855  Mr.  Cummings  was  united  in  marriage 
u'ith  Christina  Cameron,  who  was  born  in  Cale- 
donia, N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  James  and  Maria 
(Davis)  Cameron,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
Slx  children:  Helen,  born  June  29,  1858,  now  the 
"'fe  of  G.  A.  Repass;  Lillie,  born  December  19, 
'86 1,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Couture,  a railroad 
‘"an,  Toledo,  Ohio;  Lucy,  born  April  9,  1S64; 


; Annette,  born  August  28,  1866;  Fred,  born  March 
12,  1870,  and  in  1892  married  Jennie  Jenson,  by 
J whom  he  has  two  children,  the  eldest,  Lenore, 
born  April  30,  1893,  and  Delos  Abner,  born  Au- 
gust 28,  1896;  and  Mary,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber, 1867,  and  died  in  1S69. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Cummings  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Black, 
and  participated  in  a number  of  engagements.  In 
politics  he  was  a ■ Republican,  served  as  trustee 
and  supervisor  of  Weston  township,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  school  director  at  Tontogany. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  his  many  excellent  qualities  gain- 
ed him  high  regard.  He  died  in  1 S 7 S , respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  widow  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  the  family  is  one  of 
! prominence  in  the  community.  Mrs.  Cummings 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Tonto- 
l gany;  her  daughters  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  their  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only 
by  the  circle  of  their  acquaintances. 

Amos  Dewese,  a well-known  resident  of  Wes- 
ton township,  was  born  August  18,  1S23,  in  Paris 
township,  Stark  county,  Ohio.  The  first  ances- 
! tor  of  the  family  of  whom  a record  is  given  was 
Carl,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
1 lived  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  had  seven  chil- 
dren— John,  William,  Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Powell, 

I Thomas  and  David.  His  son  Samuel  became  a 
1 captain  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  also 
served  in  the  war  of  1S12,  a biography  of  his  life 
being  published  previous  to  his  death. 

Thomas  Dewese,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Penn., 
May  4,  1770.  He  was  a school  teacher  in  early 
life,  and  later  became  a farmer.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Catherine  Bessey,  who  was  born  May  18, 
1767,  and  they  emigrated  to  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

1 in  1S08,  where  they  both  died  at  advanced  ages. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Lutice,  was 

married  July  7,  1808,  to  Jasper  Daniels,  who 
; was  a preacher  in  the  Disciples  Church.  They 
j emigrated  to  the  West,  and  he  died  in  Illinois;  (2) 

1 Samuel,  the  father  of  our  subject;  (3)  Elizabeth 
was  married  July  18,  1815,  to  John  Wickerd  (he 
j died  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  she  in  Michi- 
j gan);  (4)  Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Ebe  September  7,  1817,  and  both  died  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio;  (5)  Sarah  was  married  March  19. 
1820,  to  Andrew  Livingstone,  and  both  died  in 
Wayne  county;  (6)  Martha  W.  married  Christian 
! Shiveley  October  30,  1821,  and  both  died  in 
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Wayne  county;  (7)  Uriah  married  Mary  Snyder 
February  22,  1824,  and  died  in  Stark  county; 
(S)  Rebecca  married  Isaac  Kelley  August  23, 

1827,  and  she  was  accidentally  burned  to  death 
(her  husband  removed  to  the  West);  (9)  Thomas 
was  married  October  6,  1830,  to  Sarah  Watkins. 
Thomas  Dewese  and  two  other  families  were  the 
first  pioneers  who  settled  in  Paris  township, 
Stark  county,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Dewese,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  March  5,  1793, 
and  emigrated  with  his  father’s  family  in  1S08  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  On  May  13,  1814,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Dewese  enlisted  at  the  village 
of  Canton,  under  Capt.  James  Drennan,  for  the 
war  of  1812,  and  served  under  Gen.  Harrison 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  He 
\vas  discharged  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  May  14,  1814. 
When  first  enlisted  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  from  there  to  Fort  Stephenson,  now  Fre- 
mont, arriving  there  the  day  after  the  battle,  when 
the  fort  was  so  gallantly  and  successfully  defended 
by  Major  Croghan.  From  this  place  his  regiment 
was  sent  to  Fort  Ball,  and . from  there  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Portage  river;  there  the  command 
took  fiat  boats  and  crossed  over  the  lake  to 
Detroit.  While  at  Detroit  in  the  winter  of  1814, 
Mr.  Dewese  was  sent  by  order  of  Gen.  Harri- 
son as  a scout  to  the  Thames  river.  The  mis- 
sion was  a difficult  and  dangerous  one,  but  the 
young  man  accomplished  his  object.  After  his 
discharge  Mr.  Dewese  returned  home  and  labored 
on  a farm.  On  May  16,  1815.  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Boyer,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county 
February  19,  1798,  and  died  August  6,  1824. 
They  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Margaret, 

born  February  20,  1817,  married  Asa  Hutchin- 
son, and  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  and 
died  in  Wood  county;  Thomas,  July  26,  1 8 r S , 
died  in  Canton,  Ohio,  July  20,  1892;  Caroline, 
May  10,  1820,  was  postmistress  in  Fork  Top, 
Mecosta  county,  Mich.,  and  was  the  oldest  in- 
cumbent of  that  office  in  the  State,  when  she  lost 
the  position  in  1894;  Amy,  December  26,  1821, 
married  James  Hutchinson,  and  died  in  Bowling 
Green  March  14,  1891;  Amos,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  the  sixth  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Dewese  was  married,  a second  time,  November  16, 

1828,  taking  for  his  wife  Miss  Annie  Switzer,  of 
Stark  county,  who  died  after  the  birth  of  twelve 
children,  and  was  buried  at  Weston,  Ohio.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are  as  follows: 
Jesse  died  in  Wood  county,  and  left  a family; 
Dennis  died  when  a boy;  Franklin  died  in  child- 
hood; Mary  Ann  married  John  Wade,  and  died  in 
Wood  county;  Noah  died  in  childhood;  Samuel 


j was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  resides  in  Michi- 
1 gan;  Uriah,  a farmer  of  Weston  township,  was 
J also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Parmilla  married 
| W.  Wade,  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Gurselda  is  the  wife 
i of  Charles  Bassett,  and  lives  in  Weston;  Chaun- 
cey  died  while  a prisoner  at  Danville,  Va.,  No- 
vember 6,  1S64,  during  the  Civil  war.  The  other 
two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Amos  Dewese,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived but  meager  school  advantages  before 
coming  to  W7ood  county,  and  of  his  first  experi- 
ences in  this  wilderness  let  the  following  article, 
written  by  him,  for  the  Weston  Herald , and  pub- 
lished in  1883,  speak  for, itself: 

Dewese  Corners,  February  17,  1 S S 3 . 

“ Ed.  Herald:  As  this  day  is  my  fortieth 

| anniversary  in  Wood  county,  I will,  with  your 
permission,  give  your  many  readers  a brief  sketch 
of  my  first  year  of  pioneer  life  in  the  county.  I 
came  here  February  17,  1843.  The  snow  was 
eighteen  inches  deep  when  I started  from  Han- 
cock county  without  one  cent  of  money,  but  a 
few  clothes,  and  a dry  chunk  of  bread  constituting 
my  pack;  my  shoes  out  at  the  toes;  and  carrying 
a few  books.  In  the  evening  I crossed  the  line 
and  saw  a hunter  riding  an  old  horse,  to  the  tail 
of  which  was  tied  a large  deer.  I followed  a 
trail  and  came  to  a Mr.  Robbins’,  of  Bloom  town- 
I ship,  where  I stayed  all  night.  Early  next  morn- 
ing I started  for  Mr.  Frankfanter’s,  at  Bloom 
j Centre,  found  my  old  friend  Joseph  Shelia,  and 
j made  my  home  with  him,  and  went  to  chopping 
to  get  me  a pair  of'  boots.  Mr.  S.  and  I rode 
through  the  woods  to  Risden  and  Rome  now 
Fostoria),  for  an  axe.  We  found  a few,  but  as 
they  wouldn’t  trust  either  of  us,  we  had  to  return 
without  it.  Then  I went  back  to  Hancock 
county,  got  my  axe,  and  was  rich.  I took  a job 
of  a Mr.  Buisey  to  chop  seven  acres,  for  which 
he  gave  me  a rifle  and  some  second-hand  cloth- 
ing. I finished  the  job  on  March  24,  when  the 
mercury  was  twenty  degrees  below  zero,  that 
winter  being  still  known  as  the  1 hard  winter.' 

“ I began  work  for  Mr.  Solether  April  1 ; snow 
and  ice  on  the  ground,  and  sleighing.  He  gave 
me  a watch.  While  working  there  a Mr.  Jona- 
than Stull  came  into  the  clearing.  He  had  a 
bag  on  his  shoulder  with  a peck  of  ears  of  corn 
that  he  had  got  from  a Mr.  Daniel  Milbourn 
Mr.  Stull  was  much  depressed  and  discouraged 
on  account  of  the  terrible  hard  winter.  We 
talked  of  Adventism,  as  the  Millerite-  said  the 
1 end  of  the  world  was  at  hand.  Mr.  Stull  said 
I he  prayed  for  it  every  day,  as  he  had  seen  all  the 
trouble  he  had  wanted  to  see.  He  said  he  had 
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eight  head  of  horses,  and  all  had  died;  twenty- 
eight  head  of  cattle  and  two  hundred  and  sixty 
head  of  hogs,  and  all  were  dead.  I had  to  pass 
Mr.  Stull’s  cabin  often.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
been  married  twefre  years,  and  they  had  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  were  almost  nude.  Not 
one  had  a full  suit  of  clothes.  They  hadn't  a 
bed  nor  a window  in  the  house.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a three-quarter  section  of  good  land. 
‘There,’  said  Mr.  Stull,  ‘I  have  one  peck  of 
ears  of  corn  in  this  sack,  and  when  I take  it  home 
and  grind  it  in  the  hand-mill,  and  mix  it  with 
water,  bake  and  eat  it  with  rny  wife  and  ten 
children,  God  knows  where  the  next  will  come 
from.  They  must  starve.’  tie  wept  like  a child. 
[Mr.  Stull  was  the  founder  of  Jerry  City.] 

“ During  my  stay  with  Mr.  Buissey  I had  to  go 
to  and  from  Mr.  Shelia's.  I had  to  pass  a num- 
ber of  cabins,  forsaken  and  uninhabited.  They 
looked  gloomy  enough,  surrounded  by  ice  and 
water  and  the  dismal  swamp.  A number  of  wild 
hogs  had  taken  possession  of  a new  one  which 
had  belonged  to  a Mr.  John  Ford.  They  had 
piled  in  on  top  of  each  other,  and  there  perished 
from  cold  and  hunger.  When  out  hunting  for 
coons  and  minks,  whenever  we  found  hogs  they 
were  invariably  dead.  I next  worked  for  Mr. 
Whitaker  two  weeks,  and  received  $3.25  in  June. 
Then  I went  to  Milton  Center,  and  cleared  five 
acres  for  James  Hutchinson  for  a pair  of  two- 
year-old  steers.  In  July  I went  to  lames  Bloom’s, 
worked  for  Bloom  and  Henderson  Carothers, 
helped  cut  forty-five  acres  of  wheat,  and  cut  and 
haul  a hundred  tons  of  tame  prairie  hay,  for 
which  I received  one  pair  of  boots  and  fifty  cents 
in  money' — a sum  total  in  money  for  the  year, 
$3.75.  In  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of  the 
year  1843  I went  to  Ralph  Keeler's  to  work  for 
rny  board  and  go  to  school  in  the  old  log  school- 
house  in  Weston.  Mr.  Keeler  took  sick,  and  as 
I had  to  take  care  of  him  and  his  stock,  I lost 
the  benefit  of  the  school.  I worked  for  him 
three  months  for  twenty-five  dollars,  to  take  my 
pay  out  of  the  store. 

“ I will  attempt  to  describe  the  old  Taylor 
school  house.  It  was  located  in  the  back  part 
of  the  lot  now  owned  by  Mr.  Henry,  on  Main 
street.  It  was  true  pioneer  in  style,  with  punch- 
eon floor,  benches  and  desks  made  of  the  same. 
Round  logs  cut  off,  with  ribs  and  weigh-poles  to 
hold  down  the  clapboards;  windows,  one  row  of 
glass,  each  eight  by  ten;  writing  desk,  puncheon 
laid  on  pins  driven  in  the  wall.  The  teacher, 
Mr.  Jesse  Osborne,  of  New  York  State,  received 
twenty-five  cents  a day,  or  five  dollars  a month. 
The  scholars  were  Miss  Mary  Taylor,  George, 
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1 Lewis,  Thomas  and  William  Taylor;  Samuel 
McAtee,  who  lived  with  Andrew'  Moorhouse; 
Olmsted,  Amelia  and  Melicent  Keeler.  The 
teacher  was  paid  by  the  parents,  there  being  no 
school  fund  at  that  time.  Mr.  Taylor  lost  about 
forty-five  head  of  cattle;  Mr.  Keeler  seventy - 
five  head,  while  the  Sargents,  Elsworth,  Sauls- 
bury  and  Green  lost  about  the  same  proportion 
during  that  terrible  winter,  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  old  settlers.  Many  had  to  move  out  of 
the  Black  Swamp  before  spring.  So  ended  my 
first  year  as  a Pioneer.” 

The  vicissitudes  of  Mr.  Dewese’s  early  life 
were  relieved  by  the  sports  of  the  hour,  and  he 
often  engaged  in  the  hunt  and  the  chase  when 
heavy  game  was  abundant  in  the  Black  Swamp. 
He  was  not  content,  however,  and  yearned  to 
cast  his  fate  with  the  possibilities  of  the  "Far 
West.  ” He  had  all  the  preparations  made  to 
take  a Western  trip,  when  his  father  came  to 
Wood  county,  entered  land,  and  prevailed  upon 
our  subject  to  do  the  same  and  remain  with 
him.  True  to  a strong  impulse  of  family  unity 
that  has  been  handed  down  to  the  latest  genera- 
tion of  the  Dewese  family,  he  allowed  the  par- 
| ents’  advice  to  prevail,  and  on  March  1,  1851, 

] he  entered  the  land  which  forms  a portion  of  his 
present  magnificent  estate.  On  this  he  built  a 
log  house  and  commenced  to  make  general  nn- 
I provements,  and  for  two  years  kept  "bachelor's 
hall.”  On  November  3,  1853,  Mr.  Dewese  was 
j united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Green,  who 
; was  born  August  17,  1829.  in  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents 
in  1834. 

Of  this  marriage  three  sons  w’ere  born,  of 
whom  the  following  record  is  given:  (1)  William, 
born  March  21,  1S56,  was  married  January  25, 
1887,  to  Miss  Caroline  Elizabeth  Sautter,  who 
was  born  in  Huron  county,  August  17,  1 866. 
They  have  two  children,  Donald  R.,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1891;  and  Floyd  M.,  born  May  4. 
1893.  (2)  George  J.,  born  April  30,  1 S 5 S , was 

married  November  29,  1881,  to  Miss  Lucy  Lee. 
whose  birth  took  place  January  7,  1864.  They 
have  one  child,  Sarah  E.,  born  January  20,  1887. 
When  twenty-three  years  of  age  George  J.  en- 
j tered  the  mercantile  business  in  Weston  under 
the  firm  name  of  Oswald  N Dewese.  they  being 
the  successors  of  A.  J.  Mann.  Two  years  later 
he  sold  out  his  interest  and  went  to  farming, 
which  he  carried  on  until  June.  1885,  when  he 
was  appointed  postal  clerk,  his  run  being  be- 
1 tween  Toledo  and  Cincinnati.  He  held  this 
! position  for  about  fifteen  months  when  he  re 
I turned  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  finds 
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his  most  congenial  occupation,  and  now  resides 
in  a pleasant  home  on  a portion  of  the  Dewese 
estate,  close  to  the  suburbs  of  Weston.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the 
latter  place.  (3)^Amos  R.,  the  youngest  son  of 
our  subject,  was  born  August  24,  1865.  He  ’s 
unmarried,  and  assists  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  estate. 

Of  the  many  pioneer  couples  whose  names 
link  the  present  advanced  state  of  affairs  in 
Wood  county  with  its  most  primitive  conditions, 
none  have  taken  a more  active  part  in  the  prog- 
ress made  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewese,  and  but 
few  have  been  spared  to  such  a ripe  and  health- 
ful old  age  as  this  worthy  pair,  who  still  retain 
all  their  faculties  and  evince  that  eager  interest  in 
passing  events  which  they  manifested  in  the  vigor 
of  life.  The  following  account  of  their  silver 
wedding  is  taken  from  a Toledo  paper: 

“At  an  early  hour  last  evening,  November  7, 
1878,  the  many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos 
Dewese  began  to  gather  at  their  elegant  residence, 
about  two  miles  north  of  Weston,  until  about 
from  seventy  to  ninety  guests  had  assembled  to 
participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  occasion,  and 
to  congratulate  the  happy  couple  upon  the  joyful 
return  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  their 
wedding  day.  We  must  say  that  a more  pleasant 
company  it  was  never  our  good  fortune  to  wit- 
ness. Every  one  seemed  to  catch  and  imbibe 
some  of  the  happiness  of  the  bride  and  groom.  [ 
As  we  wandered  through  the  elegant  home  of  our  . j 
hosts,  and  noticed  the  gentlemanly  deportment 
and  manly  bearing  of  their  sons,  and  the  marks 
of  comfort  and  luxury  on  every  hand,  and  thought 
that  twenty-five  years  ago  the  then  young  bride 
and  groom,  in  what  was  then  almost  a wilder- 
ness, with  no  other  fortune  than  brave,  honest 
and  willing  hands,  with  no  other  wealth  but  in- 
dustry, integrity  and  economy,  had  grappled  as 
pioneers  with  poverty  and  nature's  unbroken  soil, 
we  could  not  refrain  from  admiring  the  work  of 
a quarter  of  a century,  and  almost  envied  the 
wedded  pair  their  joy  as  they  looked  back  over 
the  twenty-five  years  of  their  happy  union.  After 
an  hour  and  a half  spent  in  social  greetings, 
friendly  congratulations  and  kindly  expressed 
wishes  of  future  happiness  for  the  bride  and 
groom,  the  company  assembled  in  the  parlors, 
and  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Donahey .invoked  upon  the 
happy  couple  the  blessing  of  God,  and  in  a neat  and 
appropriate  speech,  in  behalf  of  the  donors,  pre- 
sented to  them  the  many  beautiful  gifts  of  their 
friends,  to  which  Mr.  Dewese,  with  his  wife  lean- 
ing upon  his  arm  (with  as  much  of  happiness  and 
less  of  doubt  than  twenty-five  years  before),  re- 


sponded with  a grateful  acknowledgement.  After 
some  good  music  and  singing,  the  company 
gathered  around  the  bountifully  spread  tables 
and  partook  of  a repast,  which  they  all  seemed 
to  enjoy.  Then,  after  a little  more  chatting,  a. 
little  more  visiting,  a little  more  singing,  and 
(alas  in  some  instances,  we  are  informed)  a little 
more  flirting,  the  guests  scattered  to  their  re- 
spective homes,  each  one  saying,  ‘ What  a 
pleasant  time  we  have  had;’  ‘How  nicely  every- 
thing passed  off. 

Honorable  citizenship  with  financial  independ- 
ence has  been  the  ambition  of  Mr.  Dewese,  and 
that  this  has  been  more  than  satisfied  is  easily 
learned  in  Wood  county.  There  is  no  name 
in  the  county  better  known  than  his,  nor  is  there 
a home  more  abundantly  filled  with  the  choicest 
products  of  the  earth.  The  hospitality  of  the 
Dewese  family  is  known  far  and  near,  and  as 
agriculturists  they  are  accepted  authorities  for 
miles  around.  Two  of  the  sons  live  with  their  par- 
ents on  the  old  homestead,  which  is  a palatial  resi- 
dence erected  in  1 877.  The  harmony  that  exists  in 
the  family  is  remarkable;  the  interest  of  one  is 
the  interest  of  all,  and  although  each  of  the  sons 
has  an  individual  property  of  his  own,  the  main 
estate  is  held  in  common.  The  sons  of  Mr. 
Dewese  receivedonly a common-school  education, 
as  did  their  father,  but  the  breadth  and  scope  of 
their  reading,  and  their  original  manner  of  think- 
ing, make  them  among  the  best  informed  people 
-of  Wood  county.  As  samples  of  physical  man- 
hood, these  men  have  certainly  no  equal  in  any 
one  family  in  the  county,  the  father  having  the 
frame  of  a giant,  and  the  smallest  of  the  three 
sons  weighing  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds. 

Mr.  Dewese  was  formerly  a Republican,  but 
he  says  he  watched  the  evils  of  protection  as  they 
gradually  gained  a hold  upon  the  country  to  the 
detriment  of  the  agricultural  masses,  he  asserted 
his  right  to  think  for  himself,  disavowed  allegi- 
ance to  the  Republican  party,  and  became  a 
Democrat.  Party  organizations  have  tried  to 
whip  him  back  into  the  Republican  ranks,  but  in 
vain,  as  he  is  firm  in  his  belief  that  he  is  on  the 
right  side  of  the  question. 

B.  L.  Peters,  a prominent  pioneer  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  an  active  business  man  and 
property  owner,  was  born  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  July  13,  1830,  and  was  the  son  of  Abraham 
and  Edith  (Runyan)  Peters. 

Abraham  Peters,  the  great-grandfather,  came 
with  his  wife  from  Germany  in  Colonial  days, 
and  located  in  Rockingham  county,  Va. , where 
he  took  up  900  acres  of  land  under  what  was 
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known  in  the  English  law  as  “ Tomahawk 
Right.”  The  land  followed  up  the  narrow  strip 
along  one  stream  a great  distance,  and  down  an- 
other. The  oLd  people  died  there,  and  the  es- 
tate passed  into  the  hands  of  our  subject’s  great 
uncle.  The  grandfather,  also  named  Abraham, 
was  raised  in  Rockingham  county,  Va. , where  he 
married  a Miss  Catherine  Zircle,  and,  after  re- 
maining in  Virginia  for  a white,  they  came  to 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Abraham,  Isaac,  Solomon,  Reuben 

and  Daniel.  They  all  settled  in  Guernsey  county 
before  Ohio  became  a State,  and  the  old  people 
died  there. 

Abraham  Peters,  father  of  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Guernsey  county,  and  after  his 
marriage  remained  there  until  1834,  when  he 
moved  to  Richland  county,  bought  a farm,  and 
lived  there  until  the  fall  of  1S47,  at  which  time 
he  came  to  Henry  township.  Wood  county.  He 
bought  land  one  mile  and  a half  north  of  what 
is  now  North  Baltimore,  made  his  home  and 
reared  his  family  there.  He  died  in  February, 
1S79.  His  wife  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Penn., 
September  8,  1808,  and  died  in  Henry  township 
February  1,  1895.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  as  follows:  B.  L.,  our  subject; 

William;  Sarah,  who  married  D.  Hough,  and 
died  in  Michigan;  Mary  E.,  deceased;  John  C., 
who  lives  in  Henry  township;  Angeline,  married 
to  Jacob  Ackerman;  Franklin  living  in  Henry  j 
township;  Edith  A.  and  Emily  J.,  twins  (Edith 
married  Joseph  Grove,  and  they  live  in  Michi- 
gan; Emily  is  unmarried). 

John  Brown,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was 
horn  in  New  Jersey,  of  English  parents,  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  All  of  our 
subject’s  ancestors  were  longlived.  His  grand- 
mother was  1 12  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  103. 

B.  L.  Peters  was  about  eighteen  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Wood  county.  He  attended 
school  until  sufficiently  qualified  to  obtain  a 
teacher’s  certificate,  which  he  secured,  and  then 
began  teaching.  Most  of  his  learning  was  ob- 
tained at  home  by  diligent  study,  which  he  car- 
ried on  at  night  with  the  aid  of  a blazing  log  and 
hickory  bark,  in  an  old-fashioned  fireplace;  but  ' 
he  was  ambitious  to  learn,  and  succeeded,  even 
under  all  the  existing  difficulties.  He  had  a spe- 
cial talent  for  mathematics.  For  about  seven 
years  he  alternated  between  teaching  and  work- 
‘ng  on  a farm,  in  the  meantime  being  married 
March  24,  1853,  to  Miss  Fanny  Ackerman. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  William  L. , de- 

ceased when  two  and  one  half  years  old;  David  i 


! E. , whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Sarah  C., 
j who  married  Joel  Rogers,  by  whom  she  had  two 
i children — Arthur  and  Louis  (after  her  husband’s 
I death  she  married  J.  B.  Todd,  of  Bowling 
i Green,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them — 
j Lee  and  Fanny);  Bassett  H.,  a merchant  in 
North  Baltimore,  who  married  Florence  Mc- 
Laren, daughter  of  Dr.  McLaren;  Fannie  J., 
who  died  when  eight  years  old;  Lydia,  now  the 
i wife  of  J.  C.  Solether,  one  of  the  county  school 
j examiners,  and  superintendent  of  Jerry  City 
High  School;  Hallie;  Loren;  Pliny;  Harry;  and 
McClellan,  who  is  employed  in  a store  in  North 
Baltimore  (he  married  Miss  Ollie  G enter,  and 
they  have  two  children— Don  and  Lenora). 

Mr.  Peters  settled  on  a farm  in  Henry  town- 
ship until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he  assisted  in 
laying  out  the  town  of  North  Baltimore.  He 
started  the  first  store,  and  owned  and  edited  the 
first  newspaper  in  the  place,  the  North  Balti- 
more Enterprise , which  he  subsequent!}’  moved 
to  Bowling  Green,  where  it  is  known  as  the  Bozol- 
ing  Green  Democrat.  After  disposing  of  the 
paper,  Mr.  Peters  devoted  his  time  to  the  devel- 
opment of  North  Baltimore.  His  work  in  that 
direction  was  most  important,  and  it  is  largely 
due  to  his  efforts  that  the  town  is  in  its  present 
flourishing  and  prosperous  condition.  He  owned 
a great  part  of  the  land  on  which  the  town  is 
now  situated,  helped  to  organize  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  was  interested  in  the  first  sawmill, 
owned  the  first  store,  was  the  first  agent  on  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  and  was  a heavy 
deader  in  grain;  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  He  upholds  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  part}-;  is  a member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  is  strictly 
temperate  in  his  habits,  although  he  never  took 
the  pledge.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a no- 
tary public  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Peters' 
importance  to  North  Baltimore  cannot  be  esti- 
mated, and  he  is  justly  considered  the  pioneer 
father  of  the  town.  He  has  served  as  mayor  of 
the  city  four  years,  and  has  held  one  or  another 
of  the  township  offices  of  trust  ever  since  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old. 

Mrs.  Fanny  (Ackerman)  Peters  was  born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1832,  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  near 
Harrisburg,  the  eldest  daughter  of  David  and 
Catherine  Ackerman,  who  moved  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  in  May,  1838,  settling  on  wildland.  Here 
Mr.  Ackerman  cleared  up  a new  farm,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  com- 
munity. He  served  as  township  trustee  for 
many  years,  and  held  other  offices  of  trust.  His 
wife  was  one  of  the  most  industrious  and  perse- 
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vering  of  women,  ever  ready  to  give  a helping  ; 
hand  in  time  of  need  or  sickness,  and  her  daugh-  | 
ter  Fanny  seems  to  have  inherited  her  mother’s  j 
good  qualities.  While  quite  young  she  was  be-  j 
loved  and  respected  by  all  who  made  her  ac- 
quaintance. In  1859,  she  and  her  husband  iden- 
tified themselves  with  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  she  has  been  a prominent  member 
of  that  society  ever  since.  Having  purchased  a 
portion  of  the  old  homestead,  on  which  oil  was 
afterward  discovered,  she  has  become  worth  sev-  j 
eral  thousand  dollars  in  her  own  right.  She  is 
one  of  the  pioneer  women  of  Wood  county,  and 
has  done  much  to  make  North  Baltimore  the 
prosperous  town  it  is.  Always  cheerful  and  con- 
tented, not  easily  discouraged,  ever  ready  to  assist 
the  poor  and  needy,  Mrs.  Fanny  Peters  is  held  in 
great  respect  by  those  who  know  her  best. 

D.  E.  Peters,  assistant  cashier  and  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  North  Baltimore, 
was  born  in  Henry  township,  Wood  county,  | 
October  1 6,  1 85  5. 

Our  subject’s  early  years  were  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  in  attending  the  public  schools.  He  i 
then  worked  in  his  father's  store,  and,  when  the 
newspaper  then  known  as  the  North  Baltimore 
Enterprise  (now  the  Wood  County  Democrat  at 
Bowling  Green)  was  organized,  without  previous 
experience  or  preparation,  demonstrated  his  nat-  i 
ural  abilities  in  that  line  by  taking  charge  of  it. 
The  paper,  which  was  a thoroughly  popular 
Democratic  weekly,  was  moved  to  Bowling  1 
Green,  our  subject  retaining  the  management  of 
it,  and  remaining  with  it  until  it  was  sold,  when  he 
returned  to  North  Baltimore.  He  soon  after- 
ward formed  a partnership  with  Jeff,  Richcreek 
as  retail  carriage  dealers,  and  after  continuing 
in  this  business  two  years  closed  out  and  clerked 
for  one  year  in  a dry-goods  store  in  North  Balti- 
more. In  1885  Mr.  Peters  moved  to  Charlotte,  ! 
Mich.,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
grocery  business.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  North  Baltimore,  and  entered  the  insurance 
business  with  his  father,  continuing  in  that  until 
the  opening  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  became  one  of  the  stockholders  and  accepted  | 
the  position  of  assistant  cashier.  He  is  still  identi- 
fied with  his  father  in  the  insurance  business,  and 
is  also  secretary  of  the  Home  Savings  & Loan 
Association.  He  is  a stanch  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Peters  was  married,  November  13,  1876, 
to  Miss  Tillie  Crosser,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
township,  March  6,  1 S 5 7 , and  received  her  edu- 


cation in  the  public  schools  of  Denver,  Wood 
county.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  Pearland  Deloy.  Mrs.  Peters  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Archer)  Crosser,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
the  former  in  1 S06,  the  latter  in  1816;  the  father 
died  in  1871  in  Wood  county,  the  mother  in 
1890.  They  are  buried  in  the  “ Ten-Mile  ceme- 
tery.’’ They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  living.  They  were  pio- 
neers of  Henry  township.  Wood  county,  and  en- 
tered their  land  from  the  government.  Mr. 
Crosser  was  a great  hunter. 

C.  G.  McCauley,  proprietor  of  the  marble 
works  at  Bowling  Green,  and  a prosperous  busi- 
ness man  of  that  city,  was  born  in  Stark  count}. 
Ohio,  May  24,  1854.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Ruth  (Reed)  McCauley.  Joseph  McCauley  was 
born  of  Irish  parents,  in  Chester  county,  Penn.. 
August  8,  1820.  He  was  married,  in  1S44,  in 
Salem,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  removing  to 
Lima,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  Ruth 
Reed,  was  born  in  Salem,  in  1824,  and  is  now  re- 
siding in  Lima. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  when  thirteen 
years  old  began  learning  the  trade  of  a marble 
cutter,  in  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
five  years,  fie  worked  for  a time  at  his  trade  at 
Lima,  and  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  where  for  two 
years  he  was  also  employed  as  fireman  of  an  en- 
gine on  the  C.  H.  & D.  railway.  He  then  be- 
came a commercial  traveler  for  j.  D Halter,  of 
Lima,  Ohio,  selling  monuments,  etc.,  which  oc- 
cupation he  followed  for  two  years.  In  1877  he 
located  permanently  in  Bowling  Green,  and  on 
April  1 5 of  that  year  established  his  present  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
ever  since. 

Mr.  McCauley  possesses  the  advantage  of  a 
thorough  acquaintance  in  all  the  details  of  his 
business,  being  not  only  a stonecutter  and 
marble  finisher  of  the  highest  order,  but  also  a 
firstclass  salesman,  and  it  is  due  to  his  ability  m 
this  direction,  as  much  as  anything  else,  that  his 
trade  has  grown  so  rapidly  and  has  spread  over 
such  a large  extent  of  country,  his  goods  beine 
placed  on  the  market  not  only  in  Ohio  but  in 
Michigan,  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  as  well.  He 
is  a man  of  untiring  energy  and  industry,  and  lias 
an  enviable  reputation  among  the  business  men 
for  square  dealing  and  honest  methods. 

Mr.  McCauley  was  married  June  4.  1S79.  to 
Miss  Florence  E.  Reid,  who  was  born  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  January  10,  1856,  her  parent 
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l,0jnjr  Thomas  C.  and  Margaret  M.  Reid,  who 
removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  in  1866.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Ina, 

Arthur  (died  October  10,  1885),  Florence,  Reid, 
,md  Floyd.  Our  subject  is  a Republican,  and 
while  not  a politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  word,  takes  an  interest,  as  every  good  citizen 
should  do,  in  affairs  relating  to  his  own  county 
;ind  State.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Centennial 
Lodge,  No.  626,  1.  O.O.  F. ; Canton  Alpine,  No. 
eo,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.,  and 
Lodge  No.  53,  of  the  Elks,  at  Toledo.  He  holds 
a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  men,  and 
is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Wood  county. 

S.  S.  Hopkins.  Among  the  substantial  and 
prosperous  citizens  of  Bowling  Green,  must  be 
classed  the  man  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
and  who  commands  the  respect  of  the  community 
as  a man  of  enterprise,  and  also  as  a brave  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  born  in  Hu-  | 
ron  county,  Ohio,  February  23,  1839,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Hopkins. 
The  Hopkins  family  is  of  Irish  and  Welsh  ances- 
try. Moses  Hopkins,  father  of  George  Hopkins, 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  died  in  Erie  coun- 
ty, Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  sub  ject  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y. , in  1802,  and  came  to  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  in  1823,  walking  all  the  way.  At  that 
time  there  was  only  one  house  where  the  city  of 
Cleveland  now  stands,  and  everything  was  in  the 
most  primitive  condition.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  a 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  he  was  offered  every 
inducement  to  remain  there,  but  he  was  bound 
for  the  then  “Emporium  of  the  West,”  Milan, 
Erie  county,  and  would  not  be  persuaded  to  stop 
short  of  his  destination.  He  remained  at  Milan 
until  1844,  when  he  went  to  DeKalb  county, 
Inch , and  seven  years  later  returned  to  Ohio, 
hi  1824  he  crossed  Lake  Erie  on  the  first  and 
only  steamer  plying  on  that  lake,  and  was  in  De- 
troit, Mich.,  when  its  population  numbered  only 
two  hundred  souls.  He  died  in  1864.  His  wife 
died  at  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  when  ninety 
years  of  age. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  George  Hopkins 
mid  his  wife,  eight  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows: 
Mary  Ann,  wife  of  L.  Weaver,  of  Napoleon, 
Henry  county:  Smith,  who  died  in  Henrv  county, 
Ohio;  Charles  B.  lives  in  Illinois.  He  is  an  arch- 
'tect  and  was  superintendent  of  the  construction 
G the  State  building  in  Tokeka,  Kans.  (during 
the  war  he  served  in  a mechanics’  regiment, 
building  bridges,  pontoons,  etc.);  Harriet  became 
the  wife  of  L.  Smith,  and  died  in  1874  in  Iowa; 


Carolina  married  Milton  Stout,  of  Flenry  county; 
Homer  P.  lives  in  South  Bend,  Ind.  (he  served 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  from  its  organization 
until  Grant  captured  Richmond);  George  resides 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  (he  enlisted  when  but  fifteen 
years  old,  and  served  through  the  entire  war,  go- 
ing with  Sherman  to  the  sea);  S.  S.  is  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

S.  S.  Hopkins  spent  his  younger  days  in 
Henry  county,  where  he  attended  school  and 
1 learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith.  He  was  mar- 
ried August  20,  1863,  in  Henry’  county,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Reynolds,  who  also  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, January  18,  1845,  and  four  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  JohnG.,  born  September 

15,  1864,  married  Miss  Flora  Van  Tassel;  Laura 
is  the  wife  of  A.  Peters,  of  Bowling  Green;  Ed- 
ward, born  November  25.  1 S6S,  married  Nettie 
Phenix,  and  they  have  one  child,  Fern;  Mina 
May,  born  August  4,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Oliver 
Shearer,  of  Plain  township. 

Mr.  Hopkins  began  his  married  life  in  Henry- 
county’,  and  followed  his  trade  in  the  town  of 
Florida,  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Napo- 
leon, where  he  remained  for  ten  years,  and  in 
1875  returned  to  Florida.  From  the  latter  date 
: until  1884,  he  lived  successively  in  Defiance, 
Napoleon,  and  Toledo,  coming  to  Bowling  Green 
in  the  latter  year.  Since  making  his  home  in 
Bowling  Green  Mr.  Hopkins  and  his  sons  have 
carried  011  a large  business,  doing  not  only’  horse- 
shoeing but  carriage  work  and  painting.  He  is 
an  energetic,  active  man,  remarkable  for  his 
youthful  appearance,  and  is  to-day  seemingly  not 
over  forty  years  of  age.  He  is  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  prominent 
in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  a past  grand, 
and  at  present  is  past  chief  patriarch  in  the  order 
at  Bowling  Green.  When  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  the  first  man  to  enlist  from 
Erie  county’,  Ohio,  going  out  with  Company  D, 
8th  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  months.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  returned  home 
to  care  for  his  aged  parents,  who  had  been  left 
alone  by  the  enlistments  of  the  other  three  boys. 

Perry  G.  Emmett,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  of  Wood  county’s  agriculturists, 
now  residing  near  Fenton,  Webster  township,  is 
a native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  born  April  26, 
1820.  It 'is  supposed  that  the  family  are  de- 
scended from  the  famous  Irish  patriot,  Robert 
Emmett. 

His  father,  John  V.  Emmett,  a sailor  by  oc- 
cupation, married  Miss  Martha  Banks,  of  Cran- 
! nel,  England,  and  reared  to  adult  age  a family  of 
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seven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are — Thomas; 
Charles;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Thos.  Yarwood,  of 
England;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Roper,  of 
Fenton,  Ohio;  Ann,  the  wife  of  G.  Graves,  of 
Paulding  county;  and  George,  a resident  of  Buff- 
alo, N.  Y.  Four  other  children  died  in  early  in- 
fancy. The  later  years  of  Mr.  Emmett's  parents 
were  passed  upon  a farm  in  England,  his  father 
leaving  the  sea  for  agricultural  pursuits  some 
years  before  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Emmett  received  a limited  education  in 
his  native  country,  and  was  sent  out  to  work  at 
an  early  age,  tending  sheep  for  his  board  and 
clothes.  At  twelve  he  began  working  on  a farm 
at  one  shilling  a week,  and  continued  farm  labor 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  secured  em- 
ployment on  public  works.  As  soon  as  he  had 
saved  enough  money,  he  came  to  America,  land- 
ing at  Quebec,  in  1844.  After  remaining  in 
America  about  six  months,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  remained  there  five  years,  returning  to 
this  country  in  July,  1849,  landing  at  New  York, 
thence  going  to  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in 
brick  making.  In  1850  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Huron  county,  which  he  cultivated  for 
a short  time,  and  then  sold,  moving  to  Erie 
county,  remaining  until  1 S 5 S when  he  came  to 
Wood  county.  His  first  purchase  was  a tract  of 
forty  acres;  but  his  thrift  and  enterprise  have 
enabled  him  to  add  to  it  until  he  now  has  one 
hundred  acres  under  cultivation.  His  attention 
is  given  chiefly  to  stock  and  grain  raising,  and 
he  was  the  first  to  introduce  Lincolnshire  sheep 
into  this  county. 

On  October  26,  1851,  Mr.  Emmett,  married 
Miss  Emily  Hunt,  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
N.  Y. , born  April  28,  1830,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  (Lloyd)  Hunt.  Six  children  were 
born  of  this  marriage:  Martha,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Dent;  Ferry,  ,born  June  19,  1854;  Isaac,  born 
April  26,  1856;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Williamson;  George  W.,  who  manages  the  old 
homestead,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Plmmett  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  public  movements,  and  in  politics  he  is  an  in- 
dependent voter. 

George  W.  Emmett,  our  subject’s  youngest 
son,  was  born  in  Webster  township,  Wood 
county,  September  10,  1371.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  near  his  home,  and  has  always 
been  his  father’s  assistant,  in  later  vears  relieving 
him  entirely  of  the  work  of  the  farm.  Indus- 
trious, sober,  and  clever,  he  is  a worthy  descend- 
ant of  this  honored  family,  and  his  genial  man- 
ners make  him  popular  wherever  he  is  known. 


On  July  26,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Ruby  Coger, 
who  was  born  in  Elmore,  Ohio.  February  4. 
1877,  the  daughter  of  Orlando  and  Katie  (Bo- 
lander)  Coger,  prominent  residents  of  Troy 
township. 

Solomon  Kuder,  deceased.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Wood 
county,  and  for  many  years  a farmer  near  Ton- 
togany, was  born  near  Lancaster,  Penn. , Sep- 
tember 4,  1790.  In  early  manhood  he  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  as  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  served  one  year. 

He  was  married  December  22,  1816,  at  Cir- 
cleville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine  Row,  who  was 
born  near  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  April  7,  1S00. 
Her  parents  came  to  Ohio  across  the  mountains 
in  a wagon.  In  1821  Mr.  Kuder  moved  to  Tif- 
fin, where  he  engaged  in  milling,  and  in  1S36  he 
came  to  Wood  county  and  entered  a tract  of 
1, 100  acres  of  land  at  the  government  price,  with 
a view  to  stock-raising;  but  his  cattle  being  af- 
flicted with  murrain,  he  abandoned  that  enter- 
prise and  engaged  in  agriculture.  He  was  prom- 
inent among  the  early  settlers,  having  resided 
near  Tontogany  about  thirty-seven  years,  and 
previous  to  the  Civil  war  was  a member  of  the 
Whig  party,  later  becoming  a Republican.  His 
wife  died  June  15,  1870,  and  on  Friday,  August 
15,  1873,  at  2 p.  M.,  Mr.  Kuder  passed  to  his  long 
rest,  aged  eighty-two  years,  eleven  months  and 
eleven  days,  after  many  months  of  suffering. 

Fifteen  children  were  born  to  this  union,  of 
whom  only  three  are  now  living.  The  names, 
with  dates  of  birth,  and  of  death  of  those  de- 
ceased, are  as  follows:  John,  October  3,  1817. 

died  September  3,  1818;  Elizabeth,  March  25, 
1819,  died  September  25,  1819;  Malinda,  Octo- 
ber 13,  1S20,  died  August  2,  188S  (she  was 

formerly  the  wife  of  Alexander  Alcorn);  Nelson, 
August  21,  1822,  died  April  30,  1888  (he  was  a 
farmer);  Catherine,  August  8,  1824,  was  the  wife 
1 of  Judge  Tuller,  of  Tontogany,  and  died  in  1870; 
Margaret  Ann,  July  17,  1826,  is  the  widow  of 
John  McColley,  of  Tontogany;  Josiah  Hedges, 
i July  16,  1826,  died  July  6,  1882  (he  was  a 

farmer  here);  Mary  Jane,  April  30,  1S30,  died 
September  13,  1850;  Eliza,  December  25,  1 S 3 1 , 
married  Barnard  Phillip,  of  Washington  town- 
ship; Wellington,  November  18,  1833,  died  April 
7,  1841,  having  met  his  death  by  accident; 

Sarah  M.,  February  2,  1836,  died  March  9, 
1 S90  (she  had  been  a teacher  in  early  life); 
Martha  Hortensia,  October  13,  1837,  never  mar- 
ried, but  with  her  sister  Sarah  remained  at  home 
! and  was  the  mainstay  of  her  parents,  caring  for 
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them  tenderly  in  their  declining-  years;  Victoria 
Virginia,  June  12,  1839,  died  Junuary  14,  1882 
(she  married  E.  B.  Beverstock);  Harrison,  No- 
vember 14,  1840,  died  November  13,  1854;  and 
Caroline,  born  September  16,  1842,  married  E. 
Ketcham,  and  died  December  10,  1S69. 

Mr.  Kuder  divided  his  choice  lands  among 
his  children  as  they  reached  maturity,  and  he 
and  his  wife  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them 
settled  near  them,  and  of  receiving  in  old  age 
their  affectionate  care.  He  was  a pensioner  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  received  also  a land  war- 
rant for  his  services  at  that  trying  period.  Miss 
Martha  Kuder  has  in  her  possession,  among 
other  valuable  relics,  her  father's  pension  papers, 
and  a deed  made  to  him  which  was  signed  by 
the  hand  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

A.  L.  Muir,  president  of  the  Wood  County 
Tribune  Company,  and  editor  of  both  the  daily 
and  weekly  editions  of  the  Tribune , was  born  in 
Webster  township.  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  January  5, 
1857.  Thoroughly  identified  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  native  county,  he  takes  a conspic- 
ous  part  in  public  affairs,  and  it  is  to  his  com- 
petent editorial  management,  that  the  growing 
popularity  of  the  Tribune , with  the  reading  pub- 
lic, is  due. 

John  Muir,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 

horn  in  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in  1832, 

locating  at  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  and 

moved  to  Webster  tovvnship,  where  he  built  the 

first  Presbvterian  church  out  of  logs.  Notwith- 
* ... 
standing  the  hard  work  and  privations  of  pioneer 

life,  he  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-six.  : 
His  wife,  in  her  maidenhood  was  Mary  Prentiss.  ! 
John  Muir,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  on 
a farm  near  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  in  1824,  and 
was  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  established 
their  home  in  this  county.  He  received  no  regu- 
lar schooling  in  his  boyhood,  and  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  from  early  years.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  for  three  years  and  three 
months  in  Company  L,  3rd  O.  V.  C.,  under 
Cen.  Kilpatrick,  army  of  the  Tennessee,  holding 
rank  as  corporal  and  sergeant.  He  is  one  of 
four  living  children  out  of  a family  of  seven,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  the  age  of  forty  and  over.  He 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  affairs,  serving  for  some  time  as 
director  of  the  County  Infirmary.  He  married 
Miss  Catharine  C.  Pember,  a member  of  the  old 
pioneer  family  for  whom  Pemberville  was  named 
fhu  father,  Carlisle  Pember,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  came  in  1832  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  located  on  the  “ Dutch  Fields”  at  the 


forks  of  the  Portage  river,  now  Pemberville,  and 
erected  sawmills  and  gristmills.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Radabaugh,  and  reared  a family  of  four 
children.  Our  subject’s  parents  have  been  for 
many  years  leading  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church 
at  Pemberville,  where  they  still  reside.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  them:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Tames  H.  Muir,  of  Pemberville;  John,  a guard  in 
the  penitentiary  at  Columbus;  Robert,  a collect- 
or at  Toledo;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Frank  Cook,  of 
Chicago,  111.;  A.  L.,our  subject;  Charles,  a 
farmer  in  Webster  township,  and  James  P. , the 
assistant  superintendent  of  schools  of  Pem- 
berville.. 

Our  subject  acquired  a good  education  in 
early  life  in  the  Maumee  Seminary,  and  the  aca- 
demy at  Fostoria,  which  he  has  supplemented 
by  continuous  reading  and  observation.  Fie  fol- 
lowed teaching  as  a profession  for  thirteen  years, 
and  in  1887  was  elected  clerk  of  the  county 
courts,  being  at  the  time  the  youngest  official 
ever  elected  in  Wood  county.  He  filled  this  po- 
sition for  six  years  and  six  months,  to  the  com- 
1 plete  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  on  his  retire- 
ment in  1 894  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Tribune , 
where  his  abilities  and  knowledge  find  a con- 
stantly widening  field  of  usefulness.  He  was 
married,  in  1889,  to  Miss  Addie  Thurstin,  who 
was  born  near  Bowling  Green,  April  12,  1869. 
They  have  had  two  children:  Ruth  and  Wallace. 
Politically  Mr.  Muir  is  a Republican,  and  he  is 
prominent  in  the  various  fraternal  societies,  the 
K.  of  P. , I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a Master  Mason  in 
Wood  County  Lodge. 

N.  R.  Harrington,  a prominent  attorney,  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  August  27,  i860,  in 
Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  of  English  descent.  His 
grandfather.  William  Harrington,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Trumbull  county,  coming  from 
Vermont,  and  locating  there  in  1S19.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one. 

W.  A.  Harrington,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Trumbull  county,  in  1829,  and  died  there 
June  5,  1893.  From  1858  to  1880  he  followed 
farming  in  Pickaway  and  Madison  counties,  but 
he  returned  to  his  native  place  to  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  Trumbull  county  for  many  years,  and 
took  an  influential  part  in  the  local  work  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  married  Miss  Helen  M. 
Ross,  who  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  183;. 
and  died  in  1883.  They  were  both  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  leading  spir- 
its in  the  various  progressive  movements  in  their 
society.  They  had  four  children,  our  subject  be- 
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in?  the  eldest;  two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other,  i 
Minnie  M.,  is  now  the  wife  of  Orlo  Woodruff,  of 
Rock  Creek,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  received  excellent  instruction  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  in  the  public  schools  of  Warren, 
Ohio,  and  started  in  business  life  as  the  book- 
keeper for  the  Lima  Paper  Mills,  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
and  later  was  made  secretary  and  superintendent 
of  the  works.  He  resigned  in  1S84  to  study  law, 
in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  C.  A.  Harrington,  of 
W arren,  a partner  of  William  T.  Spear,  now  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State.  While 
reading  law  he  served  as  deputy  clerk  of  court, 
for  some  time.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
M arch,  1887,  at  Columbus,  and  in  the  following 
May  began  the  practiceof  his  profession  in  Bowl- 
ing Green.  In  1888  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Robert  Dunn,  in  law  and  abstracting,  which  con- 
tinued until  1S90,  when  he  went  into  business 
with  his  present  partner,  Frank  Baldwin.  In  18SS 
he  was  elected  city  solicitor  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  made  a fine  record;  but  since  the  ex- 
piry of  his  term  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
private  practice,  in  which  his  marked  abilities 
have  already  won  him  a high  reputation.  Mr. 
Harrington  was  married  January  1,  1887,  to  Miss 
Laura  Belle  Case,  of  Trumbull  county,  and  has 
three  children : Edward  A.,  Helen  M.  and  Frank  A. 

| 

Rev.  Andrew  Hays,  one  of  the  most  widely 
and  favorably  known  citizens  of  Wood  county,  j 
has  for  over  half  a century  been  engaged  in  the  | 
work  of  the  ministry.  He  was  born  in  Hanover 
township,  Beaver  Co.,  Penn.,  May  6,  1S1S,  and  is  I 
a son  of  Henry  and  Hettie  (Marshall;  Hays,  the 
former  a native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of 
Hancock  county,  W.  Va.  The)  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children— Louisa,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  Wade,  died  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  buried  at  Plymouth ; Marshall,  a 
tailor,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  died  in  1890;  James, 
who  also  died  in  P'ostoria,  was  for  forty-nine 
years  a successful  school  teacher;  Andrew  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth ; David  is  a wealthy  citizen  of 
Fostoria;  Thomas,  who  died  in  that  city,  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  “ Hays  House;”  and  Sarah  A. 
died  while  young.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Beaver  county,  that  State, 
the  father  wedded  Jane  McCormick,  by  whom 
he  had  a son — John,  who  passed  away  in  Char- 
lotte, Mich.,  after  reaching  manhood. 

Henry  Hays  owned  a good  farm  in  Beaver 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  substantial  farmers  of  that  section;  but  in  the 
spring  of  1834,  resolved  to  come  to  Wood 
county,  where  with  his  family  he  arrived  on  May 


1,  making  the  journey  in  a covered  wagon 
where  the  boys  slept  at  night.  While  as  route 
the  family  stopped  in  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
with  a married  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Wade,  and 
the  father  came  on  to  entei  his  land.  He  se- 
cured 240  acres  in  Sections  20  and  29,  Perry 
township,  and  then  returned  for  his  family. 
Nature  was  still  undisturbed  in  this  locality,  and 
they  had  to  cut  their  way  through  the  dense  tim- 
ber to  their  home,  where  Mr.  Hays  died  April  to, 
1837,  and  was  buried  near  Olive  Branch  church, 
in  Hancock  county.  The  funeral  sermon,  which 
was  delivered  by  Wesley  J.  Brock,  was  among 
the  first  .preached  in  the  neighborhood.  After  it 
was  over  the  minister  offered  to  conduct  services 
every  two  weeks  if  a place  could  be  secured,  and 
Mrs.  John  Chilcote  offered  her  cabin  home  for 
the  purpose.  From  that  humble  beginning 
sprang  the  beautiful  edifice  of  Union  Church,  in 
Perry  township.  The  father  had  served  in  the 
war  of  1 S 1 2 , was  a member  of  the  convention 
held  in  Perry  Center  that  organized  Perry  town- 
ship in  [835,  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
He  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  did 
also  Andrew’s  mother. 

Andrew  Hays  was  sixteen  when  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  his  primary  education  was 
secured  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
county.  When  he  left  Pennsylvania  he  was  but 
an  ordinary  scholar,  but,  as  work  was  quite  plen- 
tiful in  those  pioneer  days,  he  did  not  continue 
his  literary  studies  for  three  or  four  years.  After 
his  conversion  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he 
began  reading  some,  and  his  first  instruction 
here  was  in  the  South  Ridge  school.  Later  he 
attended  a more  advanced  school  taught  by 
Lemuel  L.  Gorsuch,  and  for  one  year  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  seminary  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  which 
was  among  the  first  Methodist  schools  in  the 
State.  While  there  he  was  licensed  as  an  ex- 
horter,  and  in  the  winter  of  1844-45  was  licensed 
to  preach,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a local 
minister,  the  year  1895  ending  his  fifty-third  year 
as  an  expounder  of  the  Gospel. 

At  Fostoria,  Ohio,  October  24,  1844.  Mr 
Hays  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Chartiers  township. 
Washington  Co.,  Penn.,  August  23,  1823.  and 
was  a daughter  of  Joseph  Thomas,  a pioneer  ot 
Hancock  county.  Four  children  blessed  this 
union:  Edwin  R.  and  Lorin  N.  were  both  at- 

torneys of  Knoxville,  Marion  Co.,  Iowa,  where 
Edwin  died  February  26,  189G;  Celestia  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  and  Emma  B is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Myers,  of  Tennessee.  The 
mother  of  these  children  departed  this  life  Sep- 
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tentber  28,  1872,  and  was  buried  in  Fostoria. 
fn  tl'.at  city,  on  October  17,  1873,  Mr.  Hays 
wedded  Mrs.  Jane  Thomas,  widow  of  Cyrus 
Thomas,  who  was  killed  during  the  Civil  war. 
Hie  was  born  January  8,  1843,  and  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Jane  York,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
York,  who  was  a native  of  Hardin  county,  Ky. 
1>V  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Hays  has  a son,  Nor- 
man M.,  born  May  28,  1877. 

Our  subject  went  to  housekeeping  in  a small 
log  cabin  on  his  farm,  but  it  was  a happy  home, 
where  good  cheer  always  abounded,  as  it  does  in 
the  more  comfortable  home  of  his  later  years. 
Cor  many  terms  he  taught  school,  receiving  fif- 
teen dollars  per  moth,  and  as  low  as  twelve  dol- 
lars, barely  enough  to  supply  the  common  neces- 
sities of  life.  However,  he  now  has  a good  farm 
of  117  acres.  During  the  war  he  supplied  pul- 
pits for  miles  around,  has  probably  married  more 
couples  than  any  other  minister  in  Wood  county, 
and  has  officiated  at  over  1,000  funerals.  He 
!-,  well  preserved  for  one  of  his  years,  both  men- 
tally and  physically,  has  a very  wide  acquaint- 
ance throughout  this  territory,  and  is  held  in  the 
highest  regard  by  ail  who  know  him.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  William  Henry 
Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate.  Being  an  Aboli- 
tionist from  principle,  he  joined  the  Republican 
party  on  its  organization,  and  now  on  account  of 
his  views  on  the  temperance  question  he  is  a 
stanch  Prohibitionist,  believing  it  his  Christian 
duty  to  do  all  in  his  power  against  the  liquor 
traffic.  He  made  the  first  Prohibition  speech  in 
Perry  township,  and  probably  in  Wood  county, 
and  for  three  or  four  years  cast  the  only  Prohibi- 
tion vote  in  Perry  township. 

Adelbert  D.  Teller  is  one  of  the  leading  ag- 
riculturists of  Center  township.  His  farm,  with 
its  tasteful  and  substantial  buildings,  its  neat 
fences  and  general  air  of  thrift  and  comfort, 
forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the 
landscape  of  the  township.  As  a citizen  and 
business  man,  our  subject  stands  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  neighbors.  In  the  various  enter- 
prises inaugurated  for  the  advancement  of  the 
community,  he  has  been  a cheerful  and  ready  as- 
'istant,  and  takes  a lively  interest  in  the  progress 
'4  the  people  around  him. 

Mr.  Teller  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Delaware  Co.,  Ohio,  September  26,  [839,  and  is 
1 son  of  Alvin  and  Elvira  (’Maynard)  Tuller,  and 
'brother  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Tuller,  of  Bowling  Green. 
1 f :s  early  life  was  spent  after  the  manner  of  most 
• ‘riners’  sons,  his  education  being  carried  on  in 
fie  district  schools  during  the  winter,  while  in 


the  summer  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  fields. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  1864,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  20th  O.  V.  I.,  at  Dela- 
! ware.  From  there  the  troops  proceeded  to  Camp 
Chase,  then  to  the  Mississippi  and  Black  river. 
For  a time  they  were  stationed  at  Cairo,  111., 
and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Mr. 

! Tuller  was  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  his 
company  took  part,  and  at  the  close  of  his  serv- 
i ice  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

On  returning  to  Ohio,  our  subject  worked  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Delaware  for  a time,  and 
then  removed  to  Licking  count)'  with  his  parents, 
where  he  operated  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
next  went  to  Franklin  county,  where  he  farmed 
1 10  acres  for  fourteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  in 
Center  township.  In  connection  with  the  culti- 
vation of  the  eighty-acre  farm  belonging  to  his 
brother,  the  Doctor,  he  also  owns  eighty  acres, 
which  was  entirely  unimproved  at  the  time  of  his 
purchase. 

In  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  in  October,  1867, 
Mr.  Tuller  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha 
E.  Smith,  who  was  there  born  on  March  27, 
1845.  She  was  called  to  her  final  reward  De- 
cember 17,  1869,  and  Mr.  Tuller  was  subse- 
quently wedded  to  Elizabeth  A.  Shan  holts,  of 
Licking  county,  born  in  1S49.  Five  children 
graced  the  second  union,  namely:  LeOda,  born 

April  26,  1872;  LeElda,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1874,  and  is  the  wife  of  Azro  Perrin; 
Linden,  born  March  23,  1876;  Olland,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1878;  and  Worthy  R. , who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  mother  of  these  children  died  Au- 
gust 10,  1891,  leaving  many  friends  to  mourn 
her  loss.  In  politics  Mr.  Tuller  is  identified  with 
i the  Republican  party,  being  a strong  believer  in 
its  principles.  He  is  numbered  among  the  hon- 
est, industrious  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
township,  and  is  respected  throughout  the  com- 
munity for  his  sterling  worth  and  unbounded 
liberality. 

Rufus  B.  Moore,  attorney  at  law,  formerly 
the  junior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Tarker  N:  Moore,  Bowling  Green,  was  born 
i March  30,  [860,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a son  of  Levi  and  Margaret  (Line)  Moore.  His 
father  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  in 
1824,  and  his  mother  in  the  same  county  in  1.826. 
They  were  married  December  1.  1.S44,  and  cel- 
ebrated their  golden  wedding  in  1894,  on  their 
farm  in  Wood  county.  Mr.  Moore,  Sr.,  was 
1 reared  upon  a farm  in  the  north  part  of  Fairfield 
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county,  and  received  his  education  in  the  academy 
at  Lythopolis,  teaching  for  one  year  before  his 
marriage,  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  after- 
ward. He  then  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  becoming  an  itinerant, 
and  was  presiding  elder  of  Sandusky  Conference 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  also  for  a time 
financial  agent  of  Otterbein  University,  at  West- 
erville, Ohio.  In  pursuit  of  his  calling  he  made 
his  home  at  various  places,  among  them  being 
Fostoria,  Gabon,  Green  Springs,  Westerville, 
Elmore,  and  Bowling  Green,  retiring  from  active 
work  about  two  years  ago. 

Five  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject:  Melissa,  who  married  A.  H.  Berry, 

and  died  at  Gabon  in  1880;  Abda,  who  is  at 
home  with  her  parents;  Flora  E.,  who  is  a grad- 
uate of  Otterbein  University,  married  the  Rev. 
P.  B.  Lee,  and  lives  at  White  Cloud,  Kans. ; 
Rufus  B.;  and  Cara  A.,  who  after  teaching  in  the 
high  schools  of  Hicksville  and  Fostoria,  is  now  a 
stenographer  in  her  brother's  law  office. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Gabon,  Ohio,  in  1S78, 
with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class,  and  also 
with  the  same  grade  from  Otterbein  University, 
in  1883,  where  he  took  a full  classical  course. 
His  father  being  in  moderate  circumstances,  Mr. 
Moore  paid  nearly  all  his  school  expenses  by 
teaching  during  the  vacations,  and  during  part  of 
the  school  terms.  After  finishing  his  college 
course,  he  taught  for  one  year  in  the  grammar 
school  at  Bowling  Green,  then  going  to  Cowley 
county,  Kans.,  where  he  was  superintendent  of 
schools  and  high -school  teacher  at  Burden  for 
two  years.  During  the  summer  vacation  of  18S5, 
he  went  out  on  the  western  prairies  about  fifty 
miles  from  any  railroad,  and  into  a new  country, 
built  himself  a sod  house,  and  took  up  a claim  of 
160  acres  from  the  government,  which  he  duly 
proved  up,  and  for  which  he  received  a deed.  In 
1886  he  returned  to  Bowling  Green  and  studied 
law  with  R.  S.  Parker,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  June,  1888,  and  immediately  after  formed  a 
partnership  with  that  gentleman  under  the  firm 
name  of  Parker  cS:  Moore.  This  partnership  was 
continued  until  January  1,  1895,  when  Mr.  Moore 
opened  an  office,  and  has  since  been  doing  busi- 
ness for  himself.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  was 
elected  township  clerk,  and  has  been  re-elected 
at  the  end  of  each  term  ever  since.  In  the 
spring  of  1892  he  was  elected  city  solicitor  of 
Bowling  Green,  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  in  that  office,  having  been  re-elected  in 
1894  and  1896.  He  is  a young  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  business  ability, 


! and  in  the  important  positions  he  has  held  has 
| gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entir*- 
community.  He  is  popular  with  all  classes  of 
societ}',  and  has  a brilliant  future  before  him. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  January  1,  1889,  tu 
Miss  May  Rudolph,  youngest  daughter  of  J.  R. 
and  Mary  Rudolph,  who  was  born  in  Wood 
county,  May  5,  1S64,  and  died  February  19, 
1S96.  They  have  three  children:  Murton  R , 

Donald  R.,  and  Harold  B.  In  politics  Mr. 
Moore  is  a Republican,  and  fraternally  belongs 
to  the  K.  of  P.  and  I.  O.  O F.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  does  his  share  in  supporting  all  pub- 
lic and  philanthropic  enterprises. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Levi 
Moore,  was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  1779, 
and  came  to  Ohio  in  1799.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Bright,  and  his  sister  Debbie  became  the 
wife  of  Major  Bright,  whose  descendants  are 
j numerous  in  Hancock  county.  Levi  Moore  set- 
I tied  near  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Colum- 
' bus;  removing  from  there  to  the  northern  part  of 
1 Fairfield  county,  he  took  up  land  which  is  still  in 
; possession  of  the  family.  He  died  in  1 S 5 S,  and 
his  wife  in  1S61.  The  Moore  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent. 

George  Knauss.  The  history  of  this  leading 
farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Plain  township, 
if  written  out  in  full  would  be  an  interesting  stor_\ 
of  the  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  in  the 
early  days  of  this  great  State,  and  also  an  illus- 
tration of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a strong 
will  and  persistent  energy  in  the  face  of  all  ob- 
stacles. 

Mr.  Knauss  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, March  21,  1830,  and  when  a young  man 
of  eighteen  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Amer- 
ica. He  had  obtained  a good  education  in  the 
excellent  schools  of  his  native  land,  but  could 
not  speak  a word  of  English.  On  November  23, 
1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catharine  Hirsch, 
also  a native  of  Germany,  born  May  23,  1829 
They  settled  on  a rented  farm  in  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  and  from  there  came,  in  1 S 5 4,  to  Wood 
county,  where  our  subject  worked  for  his  father 
for  two  years,  receiving  for  his  services  thirty- 
three  and  one-half  acres  of  land.  On  this  the 
young  couple  settled  in  a log  house  which  Mr 
Knauss  built,  and  then  the  hard  work  of  his  life 
began.  During  the  daytime  he  worked  for  neigh- 
boring farmers  at  fifty  cents  a day,  and  at  night 
cleared  his  own  land,  and  made  such  improve- 
ments as  he  was  able.  Many  a time  the  sound 
of  his  axe  was  heard,  while  the  blaze  of  his  fire. 
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tunning  the  brush,  was  seen  long  after  midnight, 
;uh!  daylight  of  the  next  morning  found  him  up 
:,iid  ready  to  go  to  work  again  for  the  small  pit- 
tance which  supported  himself  and  wife. 

In  1856  Mr.  Ivnauss  rented  a piece  of  prairie 
land,  broke  it  up,  and  raised  a good  crop  by 
which  he  cleared  $600.  This  was  his  first  real 
start  in  life,  and  this  money  was  made  under  the 
greatest  difficulties,  for  he  was  afflicted  with  that 
scourge  of  the  early  settlers,  chills  and  fever, 
and  worked  straight  on  when  really  not  able  to 
be  on  his  feet.  Often  when  his  wife  brought  his 
dinner  to  the  field,  so  that  he  could  eat  while  the 
ox-team  was  feeding,  she  would  find  him  lying 
on  the  ground  too  sick  to  taste  the  food.  Yet  in 
spite  of  all  this  he  persevered,  and  soon  was  on 
the  high  road  to  prosperity.  A man  with  such 
pluck  and  endurance  is  bound  to  win  in  the  end; 
and  now  Mr.  Knauss,  with  his  fine  farm  of  500 
acres,  his  handsome  home,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  and  filled  with  all  the  comforts  and  lux- 
uries one  could  wish — surrounded  by  affection- 
ate children  and  grandchildren,  and  with  the  lov- 
ing companionship  of  his  faithful  wife  who  with 
him  has  borne  the  burden  of  care — can  look  back 
upon  the  hardships  of  his  early  years  with  com- 
placency, and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
peace  and  contentment. 

Ten  children  have  blessed  this  happy  home, 
of  whom  the  following  record  is  given:  (1)  Katie 
W.,  born  September  5,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  Au- 
gust Kaeding;  they  have  seven  children — George, 
Martin,  Bertha,  Edward,  Adolph,  Minnie,  and 
Meta  L.  (2)  George  G.,  born  May  23,  1855, 
is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  (3)  Mary 
J.,  born  October  13,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Hilt,  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  has  two  children — 
George  and  Theodore.  (4)  Matilda  B. , born  De- 
cember 16,  1859,  is  the  widow  of  William  Fried- 
rich. (5)  Adolph  C.,  born  March  9,  1862,  mar- 
ried Mary  Knettle  (they  live  in  Wood  county,  and 
have  one  child,  Katie).  (6)  Anna  E.,  born  No- 
vember 20,  1864.  (7)  Fred  C.,  born  May  13, 
■867.  (8)  Helena  C.,  born  December  iC,  1869, 
married  James  Brim,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren— Walter,  Ethel  and  Mabel.  (9)  Louise  M., 
horn  February  2,  1873,  died  July  21,  1875.  i 

■o)  Bertha  O.  L. , born  February  9,  1876.  These  i 
children  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
nnd  were  educated  in  the  district  school. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  George  and  Eliza- 
neth  (Barbera)  Knauss,  both  born  in  Wur- 
tembcrg,  Germany,  the  former  on  January  23, 

1 803,  and  the  latter  on  February  12,  1809.  They  j 
u'ere  married  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  1 
lri  >848,  locating  first  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  i 


and  in  1854  removing  to  Wood  county,  where  the 
father  died  at  Bowling  Green  April  :o,  1879,  and: 
the  mother  on  October  29,  1880.  Fifteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  of  whom  five  grew  tc 
maturity,  as  follows:  George,  the  subject  of  this, 

sketch;  John,  a farmer  in  W7ood  county;  Amelia, 
wife  of  C.  Heiser,  of  Riga,  Mich. ; Paulina, 
married  to  Levi  Linegar,  and  living  in  Nebraska; 
Gilbert,  a farmer  in  Wood  county. 

Mr.  Knauss  is  known  throughout  the  county 
as  a progressive,  public-spirited  man,  in  favor 
of  public  enterprises,  and  always  ready  to  assist 
in  projects  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He 
was  the  chief  advocate  of  the  stone  road  north 
of  Bowling'  Green,  and  contributed  time  and 
money  for  building  the  same.  He  gives  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  chief  reason  why  the  German 
born  citizens,  w'ho  located  in  this  part  of  Ohio, 
have  outstripped  the  native-born  farmers  in  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  is  because  of  the  supe- 
rior education  of  the  Germans  in  agricultural 
matters,  they  having  a better  knowledge  of  the 
proper  methods  of  tilling  the  soil,  drainage, 
etc.,  and  being  able  to  make  their  land  produce 
all  it  is  capable  of.  Mr.  Knauss  is  a well-in- 
formed man,  a capable  manager,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  In  his  political 
predilections  he  is  a Democrat,  but  in  voting  he 
| selects  the  man  who,  in  his  estimation,  is  best 
fitted  for  the  place.  He  and  his  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Joseph  E.  Baird,  clerk  of  the  courts  of 
Wood  county,  and  one  of  the  most  courteous 
and  popular  officials  at  the  county  seat,  was  born 
November  12,  1865,  at  Perrysburg,  where  his 
parents  still  reside.  Proud  of  being  a “ Wood 
county  product,”  he  has  thoroughly  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  this  locality,  and  in 
return  the  community  has  bestowed  upon  him 
a hearty  indorsement  at  the  very  outset  of  his 
career. 

C.  C.  Baird,  his  father,  was  born  in  1830  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  came  at  an  early  age 
with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
at  Perrvsburg,  and  has  also  been  prominent  in 
the  political  work  of  the  Republican  party,  hold- 
ing various  offices,  from  constable  to  sheriff  of 
the  county.  He  wras  elected  to  the  latter  posi- 
tion in  1872,  and  served  for  two  terms,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Perrysburg.  In  1858  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Croft,  who  was 
born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1838. 

Our  subject,  who  is  one  of  ten  children  born 
of  this  union,  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  his 
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own  exertions  for  an  education,  and  was  still 
further  handicapped  by  the  loss  of  a leg  when  he 
was  ten  years  of  age.  But  his  worthy  ambition 
was  supported  by  fine  mental  gifts,  and  the  re- 
sistless energy  which  a life  of  high  moral  ideals 
and  correct  habits  develops,  and  he  triumphed 
over  every  obstacle.  After  graduating  from  the 
high  school  at  his  native  place,  he  taught  for 
some  years  with  marked  success,  was  also  asses- 
sor for  two  terms  in  his  township,  being  elected 
on  the  Republican  ticket  in  a strongly  Demo- 
cratic neighborhood.  Entering  the  Law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  he  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1893.  In  August  of  that 
year  he  became  the  candidate  of  his  part}'  for 
his  present  position,  and  three  months  later  was 
elected  by  1,638  majority,  being  319  more  votes 
than  were  cast  in  his  county  for  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  Governor  McKinley.  His  native  town 
usually  gives  a Democratic  majority  of  175,  but 
he  carried  it  by  275  votes.  The  universal  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  is  largely  due  to  his  excellent 
principles  and  good  habits,  as  well  as  to  his  recog- 
nized talents.  Social!}',  he  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P. , and  the  I.  6.  O.  F.  lodges,  both  of 
Perrysburg. 

Lewis  C.  Edgar,  attorney  at  law,  and  the 
popular  mayor  of  Prairie  Depot,  Montgomery 
township,  was  born  iu  Stark  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 18,  1846,  and  was  a child  of  two  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  Wood  county.  Robert 
Edgar,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  eight 
years  old.  He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Miss  Jeannette  Perrine,  a lady  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion. He  was  a poor  man,  and  made  his  living 
by  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a carpenter,  when 
he  settled  in  Section  13,  Montgomery  township; 
later  he  came  to  Prairie  Depot,  where  he  died  at 
about  the  age  of  eighty;  his  wife  passed  away 
when  over  seventy-six  years  old.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  our  subject  being 
the  youngest,  all  but  one  living  to  maturity.  In 
politics  Robert  Edgar  was  first  a Whig,  later  a 
Republican . 

Our  subject  received  a limited  education.  He 
lived  at  home  until  his  enlistment  in  January, 
1864,  when  but  a little  over  seventeen  years  old, 
at  Freeport,  in  Company  C,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Samuel  J.  Snyder.  The  first  engagement 
was  at  Paducah,  Ky. , and  the  next  with  Sturgis' 
raid,  in  which  our  subject  was  taken  prisoner 
near  Ripley,  Miss.,  and  conveyed  to  Anderson- 
ville  and  other  Southern  prisons,  where  he  re- 
mained nine  months.  He  was  then  paroled  and 


! went  to  Camp  Chase,  where  he  was  discharged 
in  June,  1865.  Returning  to  Prarie  Depot,  he 
attended  a select  school,  later  going  to  Lebanon. 
Ohio,  where  he  taught  for  awhile,  and  then  at- 
tended school  for  two  terms  at  Oberlin.  In  all 
he  taught  for  thirty-five  terms,  eighteen  of  which 
were  at  Prarie  Depot,  and  all,  with  the  exception 
of  one,  in  Wood  county.  In  1873,  Mr.  Edgar 
began  to  read  law  with  Lockwood  & Everett,  in 
Toledo,  and  later  with  Haines  & Price.  His 
study  was  interrupted  by  his  teaching,  but,  in 
18S0,  he  resumed  his  reading  with  Brown  & 
Guernsey,  of  Fostoria,  and  in  the  spring  of  1SS2 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  opened  an  office  in 
Bowling  Green,  where  he  remained  until  1 S 8 7 , 
when  he  returned  to  Prairie  Depot,  and  has  lived 
and  practiced  there  ever  since. 

On  January  2,  1876,  Mr.  Edgar  was  married, 
in  Montgomery  township,  to  Miss  Ida  Gould, 
who  was  born  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
i Co.,  Ohio,  August  29,  1855,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Harriet  (Cook)  Gould.  Mr.  Edgar  is 
a Republican;  in  his  younger  days  was  clerk  of 
Montgomery  township,  and  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  In  1889  he 
was  appointed  mayor  to  fill  an  unexpired  term, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  term,  has  served 
continuously  since.  He  is  a charter  member  of 
Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499,  K.  of  P.,  at  Prairie 
Depot,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  in  which  he  is  an  elder,  and 
she  is  superintendent  of  the  Mission  Band.  She 
is  also  a member  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  and  the 
C.  W.  B.  of  M.  Mr.  Edgar  gives  his  entire  at- 
tention to  his  professional  and  official  business. 

W.  J.  White,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Zihlmann  Glass  Company,  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  Ohio,  May  28,  1864.  ' His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Schindler)  White,  were  both 
born  in  Ohio,  the  father  dying  in  Monroe  county 
when  our  subject  was  about  five  years  old.  Mrs. 
White  resides  at  Switzer,  in  the  same  county. 
To  this  couple  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
Our  subject,  W.  J. ; Charles  E. , who  lives  at 
Switzer;  Tillie  C. , who  married  C.  E Smith, 
and  lives  in  Cumberland,  Maryland. 

Mr.  White  remained  in  Monroe  county  until 
eleven  years  old,  when,  being  obliged  to  make  a 
living,  he  went  to  Powhatan,  and  clerked  in  a 
store  during  the  summer  and  attended  school  in 
the  winter.  He  learned  the  German  language, 
which  he  reads  and  speaks  as  well  as  he  does 
English.  In  1S86  he  gave  up  his  position  in 
Powhatan  and  went  to  Cumberland,  Md  . where 
he  secured  a situation  as  shipping  clerk  in  the 
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Cumberland  glass  factory.  He  stayed  with  that  j 
company  until  the  Zihlmann  Glass  Company  was 
incorporated,  in  18S9,  when  he  came  to  North 
Baltimore  and  accepted  the  position  of  shipping 
clerk.  He  soon  proved  himself  to  be  a capable, 
energetic  business  man  and  was  rapidly  promoted 

various  offices  until,  in  1892,  he  was  given  the 
responsible  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer, 
besides  attending  directly  to  the  shipping,  which 
is  quite  extensive,  as  they  ship  material  all  over 
the  United  States,  to  Canada  and  to  Mexico. 
Mr.  White  is  not  married.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
Encampment,  and  the  Canton  Alpine,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green.  He  is  also  captain  of  Co.  K,  2nd 
Infantry,  Ohio  National  Guards,  and  the  com- 
pany's success  and  prosperity  are  largely  due  to 
his  energies  in  its  behalf.  Mr.  White  is  a thor- 
oughly competent  business  man,  and  has  the  en-  j 
tire  confidence  of  his  employers.  He  is  a director 
in  the  Zihlmann  Glass  Company,  and  also  is  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  Columbia  drug  store,  which 
is  doing  a flourishing  business. 

Mr.  White’s  grandfather  lived  for  awhile  in 
Rome,  Italy,  where  he  spent  his  childhood.  He 
was  a butcher  by  trade,  and  died  in  Monroe 
county,  Ohio.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
from  Switzerland,  and  the  grandmother  died  at 
the  extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred  and  four 
years.  Mr.  White  is  a leader  in  society,  where  j 
his  sincerity  and  genial  nature  have  made  him 
popular  with  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 

James  G.  Hickox,  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Bowling 
Green,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable  finan- 
cial institutions  of  northern  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Washington,  Conn.,  August  9,  1861.,  son  of  C. 

E.  and  Mary  R.  (Grant)  Hickox.  Our  subject’s 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town.  Coming  west  in  1881,  he  found 
congenial  employment  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  with  the 
banking  firm  of  Raymer,  Seagrave  & Co.,  and 
later  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Toledo,  , 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  some  years. 
Seeing  an  opening  in  t he  real-estate  and  loan 
business  with  George  Ketcham  & Co.,  he  in- 
'-ested  his  means  with  that  firm,  and,  resigning 
bis  position  in  the  bank,  gave  his  attention  to 
their  interests. 

On  July  1,  1890,  he  became  connected  with 
the  Exchange  Bank  at  Bowling  Green,  as  partner 
at'd  cashier,  and  his  energy,  experience  and  abi  1 - 
"-v  have  contributed  largely  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  its  already  extensive  business. 


Genial,  cultured,  and  possessed  of  admirable 
social  traits,  Mr.  Hickox  is  popular  with  all 
classes.  He  is  a ready  and  influential  supporter 
of  any  progressive  movement  in  his  locality, 
taking  special  interest  at  present  in  the  Wood 
County  Fair  Association,  of  which  he  is  treas- 
urer, and  a leading  stockholder. 

William  W.  Dunipace,  ex-commissioner  of 
Wood  county  and  a well-known  pioneer  of  Web- 
ster township,  residing  near  Scotch  Ridge,  is  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  Webster  town- 
ship January  7,  1842.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent; 
his  grandfather,  William  Dunipace,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  Robert  Dunipace,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  in  1S09,  near  Edinburgh,  in 
Cregmille  castle. 

In  1834  Robert  Dunipace  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  four  years  resided  at  Per- 
rysburg,  building  boats  for  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Maumee  river.  He  moved  to  Webster  township 
about  1S39,  where  he  entered  160  acres  of  land, 
which  he  cultivated  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  married  Jane  Muir,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, and  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  living.  Of  the  others,  the  sur- 
vivors are  Margaret,  Robert,  Samuel,  and  Jane; 
Mary,  Mary  P. , James,  John  and  George  are 
deceased.  John  died  April  20,  1S71,  from  in- 
juries received  while  in  defense  of  the  Union 
cause,  having  served  in  Company  I,  144th 
O.  V.  I.  Our  subject’s  parents  were  faithful 
and  consistent  members  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  to  wrhich  our  subject  and  his 
family  also  adhere.  The  father  was  for  many 
years  an  elder  in  the  Church.  He  was  an  influ- 
ential Whig  in  early  days,  and  took  part  in  the 
great  mass  meeting  at  Fort  Meigs.  An  honest, 
industrious,  kindly  man,  his  death  in  February, 
1882,  was  deeply  lamented  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

William  W.  Dunipace  began  his  education  in 
a log  school  house  in  his  district  with  Miss  Martha 
Gilbert  for  his  first  teacher.  June  30,  1863.  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  S6th  O.  V.  I.,  Capt. 
John  H.  Reed  commanding.  His  first  service 
was  in  Morgan’s  raid,  when  he  took  part  in  the 
capture  of  John  Morgan,  and  acted  as  guardsman 
on  the  way  to  Columbus.  His  regiment  was 
later  assigned  to  the  force  under  Gen.  Burnside, 
and  was  at  the  surrender  of  Cumberland  Gap, 
September  9,  1863.  Mr.  Dunipace  was  dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
being  mustered  out  with  his  company  February 
10,  1864,  returned  home,  and  for  some  time 

attended  the  Normal  School  at  Maumee.  He 
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then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  began  the 
construction  of  bridges  on  contract  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  He  taught  school  in  1868, 
and  the  same  year  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Webster  township,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  owns  180  acres  of  choice  land, 
chiefly  devoted  to  stock  raising. 

On  December  31,  1868,  he  married  Miss 

Lizzie  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  September  20,  1845. 
Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  (McGill) 
Adams,  who  came  from  Scotland  in  1831  and 
settled  upon  a farm  of  240  acres  in  Montgomery 
township,  where  Mr.  Adams  died  in  1878,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  1891.  They  had  eleven 
children:  James,  John,  Robert  and  Jennie  (twins), 
Lizzie,  Helen,  Cornelius,  Thomas,  George,  Frank 
and  Minnie. 

Mr.  Dunipace  and  his  wife  have  had  eight 
children,  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are 
here  given:  Mary,  April  25,  1870,  is  a school 

teacher  in  Montgomery  township;  Robert,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1872,  is  a student  at  Ada,  Ohio;  John, 
August  20,  1874,  a graduate  of  the  Fostoria 
Academy,  is  now  engaged  in  teaching;  Bertha, 
January  30,  1878,  William,  October  10,  1879, 
Hazel,  December  19,  18S6,  Harley,  April  8, 

1888,  are  all  at  home;  and  George,  who  was 
born  October  22,  1884,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  Mr.  Dunipace  possesses  the  honesty, 
energ}'  and  thrift  so  characteristic  of  his  race, 
and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 
He  has  held  various  offices,  having  been  town- 
ship clerk,  school  director,  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  assessor,  and  in  1886  was  elected 
county  commissioner  on  the  Greenback  ticket. 
He  is  now  a Populist  in  politics.  He  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R. , Benedict  Post,  of  Pemberville. 

William  Perrin,  deceased.  In  a brief  sketch 
of  any  living  citizen  it  is  difficult  to  do  him  exact 
and  impartial  justice,  not  so  much,  however,  from 
lack  of  space  or  words  to  set  forth  the  familiar 
and  passing  events  of  his  personal  history,  as  for 
want  of  the  perfect  and  rounded  conception  of 
his  whole  life,  which  grows,  develops  and  ripens, 
like  fruit,  to  disclose  its  true  and  best  flavor  only 
when  it  is  mellowed  by  time.  Daily  contact 
with  a man  so  familiarizes  us  with  his  many  vir- 
tues that  we  ordinarily  overlook  them,  and  com- 
monly underestimate  their  possessor.  Neverthe- 
less, while  the  man  passes  away  his  deeds  of 
virtue  live  on,  and  will  in  due  time  bear  fruit, 
and  do  him  the  justice  which  the  pen  fails  to 
record. 

Mr.  Perrin,  who  during  life  was  one  of  the 


most  prominent  farmers  of  Center  township,  was 
| born  in  Madison  township,  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio, 
January  1,  1S16.  His  father,  Joseph  Perrin,  was 
1 born  and  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
wedded  Mary  Fletcher,  and  from  there,  in  1812, 
rode  to  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  on  horseback. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Barbara,  Jacob,  Jonathan,  John,  Susan,  Mary 
and  William,  all  of  whom  have  passed  awa}',  ex- 
cept Susan,  and  the  father  and  mother  both  died 
in  Franklin  county;  the  former  w’as  drowned. 

Our  subject  was  but  eight  months  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  he  was  adopted  by  his  uncle, 
William  Perrin,  who  gave  him  good  educational 
advantages.  On  his  farm  William  grew  to  man- 
hood, aiding  in  its  cultivation,  and  caring  for  his 
uncle  during  his  declining  years.  For  several 
years  after  the  latter’s  death  he  still  continued 
the  operation  of  that  farm.  On  November  14, 
1839,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  A. 
Breckenridge,  and  to  them  were  born  five  daugh- 
ters: Margaret  J.,  born  October  2S,  1S40;  Eliza 

J.,  born  May  16,  1847,  now  the  wife  of  A.  B. 
Ebright,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Susan,  born  July 
29,  1850,  now  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Stevenson: 
Theresa  A.,  born  July  31,  1853,  now'  the  widow 
of  William  Wade;  and  Mary  A.,  born  December 
1,  1856.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  May 
29,  1858,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Perrin 
chose  Miss  Rhoda  M.  Needels,  who  was  born 
April  28,  1S33,  a daughter  of  James  Needels.  a 
farmer  of  Madison  township,  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  six  children,  namely: 
Will  iam,  born  September  3,  1S60,  and  died  in 
1861;  Sarah  W.,  born  October  13,  1863,  now 
the  wife  of  John  Ralston,  by  whom  she  has  a 
son,  Le  Roy,  born  in  1892;  Frank  F.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1865,  a farmer  of  New  Mexico;  Azro  S., 
born  September  13,  186S,  and  married  Le  Elda 
Tulier,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Ray  T. ; 
Jonathan  A.,  an  oil  operator,  born  February  13, 
1871,  and  married  to  Mary  English;  and  Minnie 
R.,  born  April  21,  1874. 

In  1S66,  Mr.  Perrin  disposed  of  his  property 
in  Franklin  county,  and  removed  with  his  family 
to  Center  township,  Wood  county,  where  he 
purchased  320  acres  of  partially  improved  land. 

| which  he  ditched,  tiled  and  fenced,  making  it  one 
of  the  most  valuable  tracts  in  the  township.  Be- 
sides his  own  fine  residence  he  erected  two  other 
dwellings  upon  the  place,  and  gave  a large  por- 
tion of  his  farm  to  his  children,  though  his  widow 
still  retains  forty  acres,  the  cultivation  of  which 
she  superintends.  The  cause  of  education  ever 
found  in  Mr.  Perrin  a warm  friend  and  supporter, 
he  donating  the  land  for  a school  house  near  his 
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home,  also  furnishing  the  stone  for  the  founda- 
tion, and  • superintending  the  construction  of  the  . 
building.  For  several  years  he  held  the  office  of  su- 
pervisor, and  was  also  trustee  of  his  township.  He 
was  a man  of  progressive  and  enterprising  ideas, 
which  he  endeavored  to  carry  out,  and  gave  his  sup- 
port to  all  objects  calculated  to  benefit  his  township 
or  county.  He  laid  aside  life’s  cares  after  a pure, 
honorable  and  useful  career,  actuated  by  unself- 
ish motives,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  guided 
by  truth  and  justice,  passing  away  March  25, 
[895,  leaving  a loving  wife  and  children  to  mourn 
the  departure  of  a kind  and  indulgent  husband 
and  father.  His  death  was  deeply  regretted 
throughout  the  county,  for  he  was  widely  and 
favorably  known.  His  political  support  was 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a member  for  over  fifty-one  years. 

Mrs.  Perrin  was  one  of  a family  of  fourteen 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living:  Cyrus 

F.,  a farmer  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio;  Curtis 
L. , of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Perrin;  Mrs.  Re-  1 
becca  E.  Brown,  of  Franklin  county;  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Brown,  of  Fianklin  county;  Mrs.  Jennie  L. 
Wilkins,  of  Wapakoneta,  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Lizzie 
N.  Kile,  of  Columbus.  The  parents,  James  and 
Sarah  A.  (Stevenson)  Needles,  were  both  born 
in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  the  former  in  1808. 
They  died  in  i860,  and  December  4,  1874,  re- 
spectively. Philemon  Xeedels,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Delaware,  and  when  a young  man  set- 
tled in  Franklin  county,  where  he  owned  a large 
property.  Mrs.  Perrins’  parents  were  noted  for 
their  purity  and  good  deeds.  Their  industry  and 
economy  brought  forth  abundant  fruit,  hence 
there  was  a competency  during  their  lives,  and  a 
heritage  for  their  children. 

Mrs.  Perrin  spent  two  years  at  Delaware  (Ohio) 
Wesleyan  Female  College,  thus  laying  the 
foundation  for  an  intelligent,  useful  life.  She  has 
never  ceased  to  be  a student.  What  she  learned 
last  year  did  not  satisfy  her.  She  is  up  to  the 
times,  and  takes  an  interest  in  the  advancement 
and  enterprise  of  the  day.  When  she  came  to  this 
vicinity  there  was  no  school,  Sabbath-school  or 
literary  priviliges.  Mr.  Perrin’s  efforts  were  ably 
seconded  by  her  to  secure  a school  district,  and 
the  first  election  of  officers  was  held  in  her 
best  room.  When  the  school  house  was  com-  1 
pleted,  she  did  not  cease  her  efforts  until 
there  was  Sabbath  school,  and  no  assistance 
she  could  give  was  ever  considered  grievous. 

1 hrough  shade  and  shine  she  was  in  her  place, 
doing  anything  assigned  her,  teaching  infant  or 
Bible  class,  or  in  the  absence  of  the  superintend- 


ent, filling  his  office  creditably.  Her  work  has  not 
been  a failure. 

When  her  children  and  others  were  advanced 
far  enough  to  be  benefited  by  literary  exercises, 
she  urged  the  young  people  to  organize  for  that 
purpose,  and  at  their  request  wrote  a constitution 
and  by-laws  for  them,  became  a member,  and 
made  it  a rule  to  be  prepared  for  any  duty 
assigned  her.  In  her  reading,  if  she  saw  any- 
thing either  in  poetry  or  prose  suitable  for  any 
one  to  read  or  speak,  it  was  carefully  put  by. 
The  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  soon  learned 
where  the  supply  might  be  found,  and  the  smaller 
ones  where  to  get  good  pieces.  “ Little  acts  of 
kindness;  little  deeds  of  love,”  have  been  the 
factors  which  have  bound  old  and  young  in 
loving  cords  to  their  friend  and  neighbor.  She  is 
an  humble  follower  of  Christ,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
since  she  was  eleven  years  of  age.  Her  children 
rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 

B.  F.  Davis,  M.  D.,  a prominent  physician 
and  druggist,  of  Tontogany,  was  born  at  Painted 
Post,  Steuben  Co.,  X.  Y. , October  11,  1836,  of 
old  New  England  stock — his  great-grandfather 
Davis,  and  grandfather,  Arthur  Davis,  having  both 
been  born  in  Rhode  Island. 

J.  P.  Davis,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native 
of  Norwich,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. , born  in  1S10. 
Th  ere  he  married  Miss  Mary  Darby,  who  was  born 
in  December,  1809,  near  New  Berlin,  N.  Y. , a 
daughter  of  Rufus  Darby,  a farmer  who  was  of 
English  and  Scotch  ancestry,  although  her  family 
had  long  been  residents  of  New  England.  For 
some  years  after  their  marriage,  our  subject's  par- 
ents lived  on  a farm  at  Painted  Post,  and  in  1S37 
they  came  to  Ohio,  settling  on  an  eighty-acre 
farm  near  South  Bloomfield,  Morrow  county 
Here  Mrs.  Davis  died  in  1859,  leaving  seven 
children,  namely:  B.  F. , our  subject;  Harriet  E., 
since  deceased,  who  married  N.  H.  Patton,  of 
Bryan,  Ohio;  William  R.,  living  in  retirement  at 
Traer,  Iowa;  Arnold,  who  was  a soldier  during 
the  Civil  war  in  the  20th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  was 
killed  at  Atlanta,  and  buried  there  in  the  National 
Cemetery;  Albert  L.,  deceased,  who  graduated  in 
the  Medical  Department  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1 87  r . 
and  was  in  practice  with  our  subject  until  his 
death,  in  January,  1877,  when  he  was  aged 
thirty  years;  Morgan,  residing  at  Mount  Liberty, 
Ohio;  and  Malon  R. , a traveling  salesman  and 
resident  of  Toledo.  By  Mr.  Davis’  second  mar- 
riage with  Miss  foanna  Bishop,  three  children 
were  born:  Minnie,  the  wife  of  X.  D.  Huddles- 

ton; Cora  Converse;  and  Ella.  In  1S64,  J.  P. 
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Davis  moved  to  Mount  Liberty,  where  he  died  | 
th  ree  years  later.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  j 
until  the  Slavery  question  became  a party  issue, 
when  he  joined  the  Republican  ranks. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  until 
he  was  sixteen,  and  then  a select  school  at  Cen-  ! 
terburg.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  to  I 
teach,  and  afterward  studied  one  term  in  col- 
lege at  Iberia,  Ohio,  and  one  term  in  Delaware.  ; 
In  the  spring  of  1859  he  entered  the  office  of  Drs.  j 
Russell  & Thompson,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
where  he  studied  medicine,  and  then  in  the  win- 
ter of  1861-62  attended  lectures  at  Ann  Arbor,  ' 
Mich.,  and  the  winter  of  1862-63,  at  Starling 
Medical  College,  Columbus,  graduating  in  Feb-  1 
ruary,  1863.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  three- 
months’  service,  in  Company  B,  4th  O.  V.  I.,  j 
Capt.  H.  B.  Banning  (afterward  a general)  com- 
manding, and  in  the  fail  of  1S62,  when  Cincinnati 
was  threatened  by  Kirby  Smith,  he  was  one  of  the  1 
“Squirrel  Hunters.”  On  March  11,  1863,  he  j 
was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  of  the  44th 
Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  which  served  in  the  23d  Army 
Corps,  under  Gen.  Scofield,  Gen.  Burnside  com- 
manding the  department.  In  February,  1S64, 
the  regiment  veteranized,  and  was  made  the  8th 
O.  V.  C.,  after  which  it  served  in  the  Lynchburg 
raid  under  Gen.  Averill,  and  took  part  in  the  cam- 
paign in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  under  Sheridan. 
The  Doctor  was  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  and 
was  an  eye-witness  of  the  historic  ride  which 
turned  at  Cedar  Creek  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 
Part  of  his  regiment  was  captured  at  Beverly,  W. 
Va.,  in  January,  1S65,  taken  to  Richmond,  and 
released  on  parole.  On  being  mustered  out  in 
1865  Dr.  Davis  located  in  Tontogany,  and  has 
since  followed  his  profession  with  marked  success. 
In  1872  he  and  his  brother  opened  a drug  store 
in  Tontogany,  conducting  the  same  jointly  until 
the  death  of  the  latter  in  1S77,  after  which  our 
subject  carried  it  on  alone  till  the  fall  of  that  year 
when  R.  J.  Collin  became  associated  with  him 
in  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Davis  & 
Collin. 

Dr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1865 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  White,  who  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  in  1846.  She  died  in  1878  leaving 
three  children,  the  first  born  having  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the 
younger  three  are:  Hattie  E.,  born  August  11, 

1870;  Frederick  W. , March  7,  1873;  and  Bern- 
ard F'rancis,  July  22,  1875.  Dr.  Davis  married, 
second,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Carpenter)  Ross,  who  was 
born  in  Maumee  in  1845.  In  politics  the  Doctor 
is  a Republican,  and  he  is  an  influential  worker 
in  all  measures  for  local  improvements.  He  is  a 


member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , of  the  P\  & A.  M.,  No. 
451,  Tontogany,  and  of  the  Wood  Count}  Med- 
ical Association. 

Le  Roy  Van  Tassel.  From  Holland  to 
America  came  the  founders  of  the  Van  Tassel 
family  in  1795,  and  settled  in  the  beautiful  valley 
of  the  Hudson,  where  their  descendants  lived  for 
several  generations.  Luke  Van  Tassel,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  banks  of 
that  river,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
became  a fifer  boy  in  the  war  of  1S12.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
afterward  to  Indiana,  and  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing castor  oil,  and  later  became  a resident  of 
Wood  county.  In  1836  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Plain  township,  near  Bowling  Green,  whence 
he  removed  to  Missionary  Station  farm.  He 
afterward  lived  at  Waterville,  and  later  at  Tur- 
key Foot  Creek  for  two  years;  also  two  years  on 
the  Hedges  farm.  In  1849,  he  purchased  sixty 
acres,  on  which  our  subject  now  resides.  He 
was  married  in  1S18,  at  Chautauqua,  X.  Y.,  to 
Sallie  Richmond,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  Amelia,  first  the 

wife  of  Francis  T.  Lane,  deceased,  then  the  wife, 
of  A.  H.  Plant,  deceased;  Lyman;  Ann,  wife  of 
Josiah  Ruder;  Silas,  of  McClure,  Ohio;  Isaac, 
and  Olive,  deceased;  Harriet,  wife  of  Hiram 
West;  Sidney;  Le  Roy;  Luman  and  Reuben. 
The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  died  De- 
cember 2,  1869,  on  the  farm  in  Washington, 

township,  and  the  mother  on  September  29,  1 89.}. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
May  11,  1834,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  He  became  a mechanical  engineer,  and 
for  fifteen  years  was  employed  as  head  sawyer  in 
some  of  the  principal  sawmills  of  his  and  ad- 
joining counties.  The  pursuits  of  civil  life,  how- 
ever, were  interrupted  May  2,  1864,  by  his 

service  as  a member  of  Company  B,  144th  Regi- 
ment, O.  V.  I.,  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  dis- 
charged on  August  31,  following,  and  on  his 
return  home  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Van  Tassel  was  married  July  20.  1862, 
to  Martha  Alcorn,  and  to  the  union  were  born 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Carrie,  born  July  j. 

1863,  now  the  wife  of  James  McWilliams,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children  ; Willard,  born 
October  10,  1864,  is  a resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Helen,  deceased;  Effie  J.,  born  October  4,  1867. 
now  the  wife  of  William  Hariman;  Laura  E.. 
born  February  8,  1869;  Florence,  born  Septem- 
ber 27,  1870.  wife  of  Herbin  Gill;  and  Lulu, 
born  December  24,  1889. 

Mr.  Van  Tassel  is  a warm  friend  to  the  cause 
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of  education,  and  for  six  years  served  as  school  ! 
director.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  of 
which  he  served  as  master  one  year,  and  chap-  j 
lain  two  years.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  socially  is  connected  with  Neibling  Post,  No. 
20,  G.  A.  R. , of  Weston.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  most 
highly  esteemed  people.  They  have  a pleasant 
home  in  the  midst  of  a highly  improved  farm, 
and  their  friends  throughout  the  community  are 
many. 

William  W.  Hariman,  who  married  their 
third  daughter,  was  born  in  Plain  township,  July 
25,  1854,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Ann  (Wickham)  Hariman.  In  1890  the  mar- 
riage of  the  young  couple  was  celebrated,  and 
their  union  is  now  blessed  with  two  children — 
John  L.,  born  January  22,  1891;  and  Homer  L., 
born  August  3,  1893.  In  1891  Mr.  Hariman 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  which 
has  been  tiled  and  drained,  and  is  now  a very 
valuable  property.  He  is  a member  of  Kenil- 
worth Lodge,  K.  of  P. , of  Weston,  and  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the 
United  Brethren  Church. 

Charles  O.  Ireland,  a reliable  and  intelli- 
gent young  agriculturist  of  Liberty  township,  re- 
siding in  Section  25,  was  born  in  that  township 
in  1869.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Laura  (New- 
berry) Ireland,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Clermont  county,  Ohio,  whence  in  1S64  they  re- 
moved to  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
land,  which  he  at  once  began  to  develop,  making 
his  home  thereon  until  his ’death,  in  1884.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  served  his  town- 
ship as  supervisor;  in  religious  belief  he  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Disciples  Church.  His 
widow  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Their 
family  comprised  six  children;  Mrs.  Nancy  Steel, 
of  Liberty  township;  Edward,  who  died  in  Cler- 
mont county;  George,  who  is  married,  and  makes  1 
his  home  in  Liberty  township;  Alex,  who  died 
in  that  township  in  1S66;  Charles  O. ; and  Mrs. 
Mary  Schrader,  who  resides  on  the  old  home 
farm. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  Liberty  township,  and  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
which  he  has  supplemented  by  considerable  read- 
ing, and  is  well  posted  on  the  current  topics  of 
the  day.  He  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of 
twenty  acres  of  highly  productive  and  fertile 
land,  which  by  industry  and  good  management 
he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  j 


His  income  is  increased  not  a little  by  the  prod- 
uct of  three  oil  wells  upon  his  place,  which  bring 
him  from  $120  to  $140  per  month. 

In  1 888,  in  Liberty  township,  Mr.  Ireland 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Robinson,  widow 
of  Joseph  Robinson.  She  was  born  in  Clermont 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a daughter  of  A.  M.  Lang, 
of  Liberty  township.  Mr.  Ireland  has  never 
taken  a very  active  part  in  politics,  although 
keeping  well  informed  upon  matters  of  general 
interest,  and  uniformly  voting  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Wings- 
ton  Lodge  No.  553,  K.  of  P. , and  he  is  classed 
among  the  most  respected  representative  citizens 
of  the  community. 

George  B.  Spencer,  M.  D.,  a leading  phy- 
sician at  Weston,  was  born  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  Y.,  December  16,  1844. 

The  Spencer  family  originated  in  England, 
and  the  ancestors  of  the  American  branch  came 
to  this  country  in  Colonial  times.  William  Spen- 
cer, our  subject's  great-great-grandfather,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  the  side  of 
the  colonies,  and  afterward  settled  in  New  Jersey 
where  he  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 
His  son  Nathan,  and  grandson  John,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  were  lifelong  residents  of 
New  Jersey. 

Nathan  Spencer,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  there  in  1817,  and  in  early  manhood 
removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he  married 
Miss  Louise  Barhite,  a native  of  Schenectady. 
N.  Y. , born  in  1S22.  He  came  with  his  family 
to  Ohio,  in  1848,  locating  in  Huron  county,  and 
there  his  wife  died  in  1850.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  stanch  Abo- 
litionists. During  the  days  of  the  “ Underground 
Railroad”  the}-  fed  and  helped  many  an  escaping 
slave  on  his  way  to  Canada,  and  Mr.  Spencer  was 
an  influential  worker  in  the  Republican  party 
from  its  beginning.  He  died  in  Olena,  Huron 
county,  in  February,  188S.  Our  subject  was  the 
second  of  a family  of  three  children.  Melissa, 
the  eldest,  married  Lewis  Loan,  of  Weston,  and 
died  in  1892.  The  youngest,  Mary,  is  the  wife 
of  Randall  West,  of  Little  Sioux,  Iowa. 

George  B.  Spencer’s  boyhood  was  passed  in 
Huron  county,  where  he  availed  himself  of  the 
educational  advantages  offered  by  the  district 
schools.  In  September,  1861,  when  but  little 
over  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  3rd  O.  V.  C.,  and  served  three  years  and 
two  months,  receiving  his  discharge  in  November, 
1864,  before  he  was  twenty.  He  served  in  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  took  part  in  the 
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battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Atlanta,  and 
many  minor  engagements.  He  was  captured 
three  times  and  twice  escaped  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  On  January  15,  1863,  he  was  cap- 
tured by  Morgan’s  men,  and  was  paroled  by 
Morgan.  He  still  retains  the  parole  he  received 
from  him,  as  a relic  of  those  stormy  days.  In 
the  Kilpatrick  raid  around  Atlanta,  in  1864,  he 
received  a slight  wound  while  charging  a bridge, 
and  he  had  several  close  calls  during  the  course 
of  his  service;  at  Stone  River  his  cap  was  shot 
off,  and  on  another  occasion  bullets  pierced  his 
clothing. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  he  entered 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
and  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Sykes,  of  Plymouth,  Richland  county.  He  fin- 
ished his  professional  course,  in  Western  Reserve 
Medical  College,  graduatingin  1 867  with  honors, 
being  made  valedictorian  of  his  class.  He  at 
once  engaged  in  practice,  first  in  Tiffin,  where  he 
spent  a year  and  a half,  and  later  in  Shiloh, 
Richland  county.  In  1870  he  located  perma- 
nently in  Weston.  Here  he  soon  became  popu- 
lar, not  only  as  a physician  but  as  a citizen,  and 
he  has  held  different  offices  of  public  trust.  He 
has  taken  great  interest  in  local  and  educational 
affairs,  having  been  a member  of  the  Weston 
board  of  education,  member  of  the  council,  a 
county  school  examiner  for  nine  years,  and  for 
the  past  three  years  clerk  of  the  school  board. 
He  has  been  a trustee  of  the  cemetery  at  Weston 
for  some  time,  and  is  now  clerk  of  the  board,  and 
takes  considerable  pride  in  fitting  it  up  and  im- 
proving it;  an  ornamental  fountain  has  recently 
been  erected  there  through  his  exertions,  and  he 
is  at  this  time  working  for  the  erection  of  a 
soldiers’  monument,  that  will  be  not  only  an 
honor  to  all  soldiers,  but  a splendid  ornament  to 
the  cemetery.  In  the  fall  of  1 887  the  Doctor  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  for  Wood 
county,  an  office  which  he  filled  for  two  terms 
with  fidelity  and  ability.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  built  the  Soldiers’  Home  at 
Sandusky,  and  was  secretary  of  the  committee 
on  insane  asylums  during  both  terms. 

In  1868,  Dr.  Spencer  married  Miss  Sarah  K. 
Strong,  who  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Ohio,  June  1, 
1849.  They  have  three  children:  William  H., 
the  eldest,  graduated  in  pharmacy  from  the 
State  University  at  Columbus,  was  married  in 
1893  to  Miss  Rena  La  Dow,  of  Plymouth,  Ohio, 
and  now  conducts  a drug  store  at  Oberlin; 
George,  who  was  married  in  1893  to  Miss  Grace 
Pugh;  and  Mary.  Dr.  Spencer  is  a broad- 
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minded  man,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  all 
the  questions  and  movements  of  the  day.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Wood  County  Medical  Society, 
and,  being  a member  and  health  officer  of  the 
board  of  health  of  his  village,  meets  every  year 
with  the  Ohio  State  board  of  health.  Socially, 
he  affiliates  with  Kenilworth  Lodge  No.  340,  K. 
of  P.,  with  Weston  Lodge  No.  560,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  with  Neibling  Post  No.  20,  G.  A.  R., 
Weston,  of  which  he  was  second  commander 
serving  two  years  in  that  capacity.  He  has  been 
taking  considerable  interest  in  horticulture  for 
several  years,  and  now  has  a fine  fruit  orchard 
of  ten  acres  just  north  of  town.  He  was  for 
several  years  editor  of  the  Weston  Free  Press, 
a weekly  newspaper,  and  gained  quite  a reputa- 
tion as  a writer  of  comic  sketches  and  locals. 

Philip  W.  Heymann, a prominent  retired  agri- 
culturist of  Grand  Rapids  township,  Wood  county, 
was  born  June  22,  1822,  in  the  village  of  Kalten- 
holtzhousen,  Province  of  Nassau,  Germany. 

Mr.  Heymann  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  and,  in  1847,  came  alone  to  America, 
the  voyage,  which  occupied  fifty-two  days,  being 
made  in  a sailing  vessel.  He  landed  at  New 
York  with  but  two  dollars  in  cash,  he  having 
loaned  a friend  on  board  the  vessel  some  forty 
dollars,  which,  by  the  way,  was  never  returned. 
In  New  York,  however,  Mr.  Heymann  found  a 
friend  of  whom  he  borrowed  eight  dollars,  and 
with  this  small  sum  he  was  enabled  to  travel  west 
to  Sandusky  City,  Ohio,  from  there  proceeding 
to  Huron  county.,  where,  in  L\ me  township,  he 
bought  on  credit  a farm  of  19S  acres,  which  he 
improved.  In  the  following  year  his  parents,  John 
G.  and  Mary  (Opperman)  Heymann,  emigrated 
to  this  country,  bringing  with  them  the  rest  of 
their  family,  and  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  in 
cash,  with  which  the  father  bought  a farm  in 
Lyme  township.  Here  the  parents  passed  the 
rest  of  their  pioneer  lives,  the  mother  dying  in 
1872,  the  father  nine  years  later.  They  were 
leading  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
Their  family  numbered  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Jeannette,  Anna,  Philip  \V.  (our  subject),  Will- 
iam, George,  Henry,  John  P.,  Catherine.  Will- 
iam F. , and  Margaret,  all  yet  living  except  Jean- 
nette, Anna,  William  and  Margaret. 

When  the  subject  of  these  lines  left  the  paren- 
tal roof,  in  1852,  his  father  gave  him  a team  and 
two  hundred  dollars,  and  bringing  his  wife  and 
two  children  (for  in  the  meantime  he  had  mar- 
ried) Philip  came  to  Wood  county,  settling  on 
his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Weston  (now 
Grand  Rapids)  township,  at  that  time  all  uniin- 
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proved  woodland.  Their  first  home  in  this  wild 
spot  was  a little  log  cabin,  with  neither  doors  nor 
windows,  and  from  this  humble  beginning  Mr. 
Hevrnann  has  evolved  a valuable  estate,  having 
ditched  and  tiled  it  thoroughly,  planted  thereon 
a fruitful  orchard,  and  erected  commodious  and 
comfortable  buildings.  He  and  his  worthy  wife 
reared  their  family  of  children  well,  and  helped 
each  to  secure  nice  homes,  Mr.  Heymann  prefer- 
ring to  do  so  during  his  lifetime,  and  when  his 
children  really  needed  such  aid,  to  allowing  them 
to  wait  until  his  death,  at  which  time  the  prop- 
erty would  be  divided  up,  though,  it  may  be 
added,  he  has  still  a good  residue  to  leave.  He 
now  enjoys  a well-earned  leisure,  leaving  to  others 
the  active  work  of  his  estate. 

On  October  9,  1849,  Philip  W.  Heymann 
was  married  at  Sandusky  City  to  Miss  Mary 
Morehead,  who  was  born  October  9,  1832,  a 
daughter  of  George  Morehead,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Huron  county,  born  in  January,  1795, 
in  Harrison  county,  W.  Ya.  When  a mere  boy  of 
seventeen  Mr.  Morehead  enlisted  under  Gen.  Har-  \ 
rison  in  the  struggle  of  that  day  with  the  British 
and  Indians  along  the  Maumee  river,  but  was  taken  , 
ill  and  sent  home.  He  married  Miss  Charity  Pat-  j 
ton,  and  by  her  had  three  children:  Mary  (Mrs.  ; 
Heymann),  Emily  (wife  of  Joseph  Morris,  of  Ne- 
braska), and  Andrew  J.  (a  prominent  resident  of 
Huron  county).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heymann  have 
had  five  children:  (1)  Louisa,  born  August  18, 
1850,  married  to  Willian  Ross,  of  Weston  town- 
ship. (2)  G.  Albert,  born  November  5,  1851,  is 
a farmer  of  Grand  Rapids  township;  he  married 
Sarah  Dull,  who  died  December  11,  188S,  the 
mother  of  four  children;  G.  Albert  afterward 
married  Mrs.  Jennie  Pratt,  a widow,  and  by  her 
has  one  son.  (3)  Lester  W. , born  August  17,  ! 
1857,  is  also  a farmer  in  Grand  Rapids  township;  I 
he  married  Stella  Roland,  and  has  four  children. 
(4)  Anna  L.,  born  August  18,  1859,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen;  and  (5)  Flora  May,  born  March 
>4,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  McKee,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Grand  Rapids  township. 

Mr.  Heymann  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  i 
and  progressive  citizens  of  his  locality,  and  by  ! 
his  integrity,  geniality  and  good  judgment  has  ' 
won  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of 
acquaintances.  He  has  been  school  director  for 
a number  of  years,  and  is  a ready  and  generous 
promoter  of  any  worthy  cause.  In  politics  he  I 
was  originally  a Democrat,  afterward  becoming 
a Republican,  but  of  late  years  has  been  a stanch 
Prohibitionist.  In  Germany  he  served  in  the 
German  army  four  years.  Ever  liberal  support- 
ers of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  he  and  his  | 


good  wife  are  unceasing  in  their  works  of  philan- 
throphy  and  charity,  and  none  stand  higher  in  the 
estimation  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

Henry  C-.  Fearnside.  One  does  not  have 
to  carry  his  investigations  far  in  the  Wood  coun- 
ty history  to  find  that  the  Fearnside  family  has 
been  prominent  in  its  development  and  upbuild- 
ing, and  a worthy  representative  of  this  family  is 
the  present  subject  of  our  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Washington  Hollow,  Dutchess 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  October  20,  1833,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Ellen  (Robinson)  Fearnside.  His 
father  was  born  near  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England, 
in  1792,  was  a self-educated  man,  and  possessed 
superior  business  ability.  He  worked  in  a woolen- 
mill,  owned  and  operated  by  his  father,  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Scot- 
land and  was  employed  by  his  uncle,  Benjamin 
Fearnside.  His  wife  was  born  in  Fochabers,  in 
1795.  In  connection  with  his  brother,  Mr. 
Fearnside  rented  and  operated  a factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  About  1821  he 
went  to  Liverpool,  and  took  passage  on  a sailing- 
vessel  bound  for  New  York.  When  out  only  a 
few  days  they  encountered  a severe  storm,  and 
the  ship  lost  most  of  its  rigging;  but  after  a long 
and  perilous  voyage  of  ninety  days  they  reached 
their  destination.  The  food  supply,  however, 
gave  out,  and  the  passengers  for  some  time  only 
had  one  biscuit  per  day.  Mr.  Fearnside  rented 
a building  on  Manhattan  Island,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  He 
was  there  joined  by  his  wife  and  family  a year 
later,  and  carried  on  business  for  about  six  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Gienhain,  N.  Y. , and  later 
to  Dutchess  county.  Subsequently  he  went  to 
Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  prepared  a home  for  his 
family,  who  came  to  the  West  a year  later. 
After  seven  years  he  removed  to  Wood  county, 
and  purchased  105  acres  of  wild  land  in  Liberty 
: township,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  death.  He  passed  away  in  Janu- 
ary, 1871,  and  his  wife  died  Mav  4.  1889. 

M r.  and  Mrs.  Fearnside  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  named  children:  Thomas,  who 

died  in  California;  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Corey,  of 
Urbana,  Ohio;  James,  of  Michigan;  William,  who 
died  in  southern  Illinois;  George,  a merchant  of 
Oregon;  Hannah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Haskins,  and  died  in  Kendallville,  I n d . ; John,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Henry  C.  ; and  Benjamin,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Our  subject  was 
a youth  of  fifteen  when  his  parents  came  to 
Wood  county.  No  event  of  special  importance 
occurred  in  his  childhood,  and  he  remained  at 
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home  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
Liberty  township,  April  25,  1865,  Miss  Anna  E. 
Sizer,  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  becoming  his  wife,  i 
She  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  Antonio  de 
Sozier,  who  located  in  Massachusetts  soon  alter  j 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  orthography 
of  the  name  was  changed  to  its  present  form  by  ; 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

Mrs.  F'earnside  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Ul-  : 
ster  Co.,  N.  Y. , May  31,  1843,  and  is  a daugh-  i 
ter  of  Franklin  and  Abigail  (Bloomer)  Sizer,  the  ; 
father  born  in  Hampden  county,  Mass.,  in  1806,  ' 
the  mother  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  occupation,  and  on  his  marriage 
located  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y. , whence  he  re-  j 
moved  to  Greenwich,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  In 
1858  he  settled  in  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county,  where  the  mother  died  in  1883,  the  father 
in  1888.  Their  children  were  Clarissa  C. , wife 
of  Anson  B.  Abbott,  now  of  Weston,  Wood  < 
county;  Daniel  W. , who  died  in  Waterville, 
Ohio,  in  1876;  Abraham  F. , who  served  in  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  A,  14th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
accidentally  drowned  July  29,  1862,  at  Pulaski, 
Term.,  while  bathing  in  the  river;  and  Mrs.  i 
Fearnside. 

On  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  ! 
located  on  the  old  homestead,  and  he  has  since 
given  his  entire  attention  to  farming.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Mar-  j 

tha,  wife  of  William  Haskins,  of  Waterville,  i 
Ohio;  George  W. , assistant  cashier  in  the  Com-  \ 
mercial  Bank  of  Bowling  Green;  William  F.  and 
Benjamin,  at  home.  Mr.  Fearnside  is  a stal-  j 
wart  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  is  an  intelligent,  well-read  and 
popular  man,  highly  esteemed  by  many  friends. 

Thomas  N.  Bierly.  No  citizen  of  Pember- 
ville  has  contributed  more  to  the  development 
of  its  highest  interests  than  has  the  subject  of 
the  following  paragraphs,  who  is  well  known 
throughout  northwestern  Ohio  as  an  able  attor- 
ney and  a man  of  superior  business  qualifications.  | 
With  but  limited  means,  when  a young  man,  and 
with  no  inlluence  to  assist  him,  he  nevertheless,  j 
by  indefatigable  energy  andtireless  determination, 
has  gained  a position  of  importance  among  the 
professional  men  of  the  locality,  and  occupies  an 
influential  place  in  the  legal  fraternity  of  Wood 
county. 

Before  presenting  in  detail  the  events  that 
have  given  character  to  the  life  of  Mr.  Bierly,  i 
some  mention  of  his  ancestors  may  appropriately 
be  made.  The  family  has  been  identified  with 


the  history  of  America  for  a number  of  genera- 
tions, and  its  members  have  invariably  been 
patriotic  and  honest  men.  He  trace?  his  lineage 
to  Prussia.  His  great-great-grandfather,  who 
was  born  in  that  country,  participated  in  the  con- 
flict usually  known  as  the  Thirty  Years  war,  in 
which  he  was  severely  wounded.  On  coming  to 
America,  lie  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  though  it  is 
not  known  whether  his  home  was  in  Bucks  or 
Lancaster  county.  For  many  years  he  led  a se- 
cluded life,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  on  the 
top  of  Blue  Mountain,  where  he  died  unattended 
by  any  friends. 

Anthony  Bierly,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Thomas  N.,  was  a soldier  in  the.  Revolutionary 
war,  serving  through  the  entire  period  of  the  con- 
flict. His  house  and  all  of  his  property  w ere  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians;  but,  undaunted  by  the 
misfortune,  he  worked  his  way  once  more  to 
prosperity  and  success.  He  was  a man  of  some 
education,  and  was  looked  up  to  as  a leader 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Center  county,  Penn. 
His  son  Nicholas  was  born  near  Sunbury,  Penn., 
in  1775,  and  married  Miss  Lucinda  Buchtel,  a 
native. of  Center  county,  and  a descendant  of 
German  ancestors.  Her  father  was  obliged  to 
work  seven  years  in  payment  for  his  passage 
from  his  native  country  to  America.  Aside  from 
this  fact,  but  little  is  known  of  the  early  history 
of  that  branch  of  the  family.  The  last  days  of 
Nicholas  Bierly  were  spent  in  the  home  of.  his 
son,  George,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  the  farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Bierly, 
was  born  in  Center  county,  Penn.,  July  17,  1S19. 
His  character  is  in  some  respects  unique.  Pos- 
sessing no  educational  advantages  except  four 
months  in  school  during  his  boyhood  days,  he 
nevertheless  became  one  of  the  best  posted  men 
in  his  locality.  He  has  been  a thoughtful  reader 
of  ancient  and  modern  history,  and  is  particularly 
posted  concerning  current  historical  topics.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a wheelwright, 
and  later  adopted  the  occupation  of  an  agricult- 
urist. Possessing  the  brave  and  patriotic  spirit 
of  his  ancestors,  he  enlisted  in  the  army  during 
the  Mexican  war,  but  saw  no  active  service.  For 
seven  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia.  In  1857  Mr.  Bierly  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  on  a farm  near  Bradner.  where  he 
still  makes  his  home.  A Republicanin  his  polit- 
ical belief,  he  has  advocated  the  principles  of 
that  party  since  the  time  of  President  Lincoln  s 
first  election.  Among  the  pioneers  of  Wood 
county  he  was  a leader,  and  by  his  fellow  citizens 
he  was  often  selected  to  occupy  positions  of  trust 
and  honor.  His  wife,  Sarah,  born  January  -M. 


' 

. .:i  . jj  . 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


555 


1 82 1,  is  a daughter  of  James  Magee,  who  was 
l.orn  in  Londonderry,  Ireland,  but  was  of  Scotch 
descent. 

Two  years  before  the  family  removed  to  Ohio, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Center 
county,  Penn.,  February  21,  1855.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wood  county,  and  has  known  no 
other  home  than  this.  Even  in  boyhood  he  was 
prominent  among  his  schoolmates  on  account  of 
liis  superior  talents  and  recognized  ability.  Being 
a diligent  student,  he  availed  himself  of  every  op- 
portunity to  acquire  knowledge,  and  early  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  broad  fund  of  information 
he  possesses  to-day.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
took  an  examination  for  a West  Point  cadetship, 
and  stood  fourth  in  his  class  of  twenty-three,  with 
an  average  of  over  seventy-seven  per  cent.  He 
attended  the  Normal  School  at  Republic,  Ohio, 
and  taught  several  terms  of  school.  When  the 
time  came  for  him  to  select  a life  occupation, 
Mr.  Bierly  chose  the  profession  of  law,  and  car- 
ried on  his  readings  with  the  late  Hon.  James  R. 
Tyler,  of  Perrysburg.  Immediately  after  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar,  in  1877,  he  opened  an  office 
in  Pemberville,  where  he  has  since  conducted  an 
increasing  and  profitable  practice.  As  a member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  he  has  been  active  in 
local  politics,  and  is  a leader  in  the  councils  of 
his  party.  He  has  served  as  mayor  several 
terms,  has  been  president  of  the  school  board, 
and  was  a candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney,  to 
which  he  would  have  undoubtedly  been  elected 
had  it  not  been  for  the  large  Republican  majority 
in  the  county. 

The  landed  possessions  of  Mr.  Bierly  are  ex- 
tensive and  valuable,  including  residences  in  Pem- 
berville and  three  well-improved  farms  in  Wood 
county,  besides  the  “Crystal  Hotel”  at  Brad- 
ner  and  other  real-estate  interests.  His  dwell- 
ing, one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  Pember- 
ville, is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and 
is  a substantial  frame  structure,  a model  of  ar- 
chitectural beauty,  and  surrounded  by  a wide- 
spreading  and  well-kept  lawn.  Into  their  pleas- 
ant home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bierly  welcome  their 
hosts  of  personal  friends,  and  extend  a cordial 
greeting  to  the  stranger 'within  their  doors.  Mrs. 
Bierly  was,  in  maidenhood.  Miss  Jennie  Furbush, 
and  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  where  her  en- 
tire life  has  been  spent.  Four  children  bless  the 
happy  home,  Clarence,  Lulu,  Everett  and  Neva. 

Possessing  a generous  and  philanthropic  na- 
ture, Mr.  Bierly  has  made  a fortune,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  hoarding  it,  but  that  he  may  do  good, 
and  render  the  lives  of  others  happier.  He 
contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  his  par- 


ents, whose  declining  years  are  made  comfortable 
through  his  thoughtful  attention;  and  he  is  also 
generous  in  aiding  other  members  of  the  family 
who  need  assistance.  His  benefactions,  however, 
are  not  limited  to  the  circle  of  his  relatives,  but 
extend  to  all  worthy  enterprises.  The  public 
library  of  Pemberville  is  a standing  monument  to 
his  generosity;  most  of  the  books  and  shelving 
were  donated  by  him,  and  he  has  taken  the  live- 
liest interest  in  the  success  of  the  work.  On 
Christmas  of  1894  he  presented  each  of  the  Sun- 
day-schools of  the  city  with  one  hundred  books 
as  a free  gift.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
and  for  same  time  served  as  master  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  at  Pemberville.  On  April  1,  1895, 
Mr.  Bierly  moved  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he 
opened  an  office  at  No.  310  Valentine  Building. 
He  has  recently  purchased  a fine  residence  at  No. 
1521  Twenty-second  street,  where  the  family  now 
reside. 

Captain  A.  W.  Adams,  postmaster  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a 
native  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  born  November 
28,  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Martin  and  Martha 
(Dillon)  Adams,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  Ohio,  the  former  in  1 800,  and 
the  latter  in  1807.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  George  W.,  who  is  in 

the  insurance  business  in  Chicago,  111. ; Thomas, 
a dentist  in  Springfield,  Ohio;  Henry  Clay,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  25th  Kansas  Regiment,  who 
was  killed  during  the  Civil  war;  Pollie,  deceased, 

wife  of  Hall,  of  Pueblo  county.  Colo.; 

Andrew  J.,  deceased;  A.  W. , our  subject;  Fran- 
cis Marion,  who  was  killed  in  Colorado:  Rhoda 
D.,  who  died  in  Nebraska;  Eli  R.,  residing  in 
Toledo;  Peter  C.,  living  in  Springfield;  Camp- 
bell, who  died  in  Troy,  and  Jennie,  living  in  Co- 
lumbus. 

Capt.  Adams  remained  in  Seneca  county  dur- 
ing his  childhood,  attending  the  district  and 
graded  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  contributed 
his  mite  in  the  cause  of  preserving  the  Cnion. 
He  was  promoted  through  the  various  ranks  to 
the  position  of  captain,  receiving  his  commission 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  being  mustered 
out  of  service  November  30,  1865.  The  Cap- 
tain participated  in  all  the  battles  with  his  com- 
panv,  among  them  being  those  of  Chickamauga, 
Stone  River,  Nashville  and  Franklin.  He  took 
part  in  twenty-eight  pitched  battles  and  numer- 
ous skirmishes,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to 
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escape  without  receiving  a wound.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Capt.  Adams  returned  to  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  one 
year.  Selling  out  in  1 868  he  went  to  St.  Paul, 
M inn.,  and  after  a short  residence  there  to 
California,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness. From  California  he  went  to  Nevada, 
where  he  remained  a year,  afterward  spending 
another  year  in  Minnesota  before  he  returned  to 
Ohio,  coming  first  to  Toledo,  in  this  State.  He 
finally  settled  on  a farm  in  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county.  This  place  is  situated  in  Section 
28,  and  comprises  240  acres,  on  which  there  are 
three  oil  wells,  which  produce  1S0  barrels  per 
day,  he  receiving  a royalty  of  one-sixth.  In 
1886  the  first  gas  well  was  drilled  on  this  farm. 
In  1893  Capt.  Adams  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  North  Baltimore,  and  in  this  capacity  has 
made  himself  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens 
of  the  town.  He  adheres  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a stanch  believer  and  admirer  of  its 
principles. 

Capt.  Adams  was  married  in  Toledo,  Decem- 
ber 22,  1874,  to  Miss  Minnie  K.  Maybee,  who 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  March  14, 
1849,  and  they  have  two  children,  Grace  M.  and 
Maude;  the  former  graduated  from  the  public 
schools  of  North  Baltimore  May  29,  1896;  Maude 
is  now  in  the  class  of  1898,  same  school.  The 
Captain  is  of  distinguished  appearance,  a most 
genial  companion,  his  many  and  varied  experi- 
ences making  him  an  interesting  conversation- 
alist, and  his  travels  have  given  him  an  excel- 
lent insight  into  human  nature,  with  a power  of 
self-restraint  that  makes  him  an  admirable  pub- 
lic official. 

Solomon  Fries,  ex-commissioner  of  Wood 
county,  and  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists 
of  Bloom  township,  furnishes  a demonstration  of 
what  right  ambitions,  hard  work,  wise  manage- 
ment and  an  economical  wife  will  enable  one  to 
accomplish.  He  was  born  November  24,  1824, 
in  South  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

His  family  is  of  English  origin,  the  first  to 
come  to  America  being  John  Fries,  his  grand- 
father, who  settled  near  Philadelphia.  He  died 
there  suddenly,  of  cholera,  leaving  five  children 
penniless.  They  were  sent  to  relatives  in  Lehigh 
county,  and  there  Abraham  Fries,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  reared,  attending  school  but  little  and 
learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade  at  an  early  age. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  a daughter  of  Henry 
Smith,  a well-known  resident  of  Lehigh  county, 
and  of  their  family  seven  grew  to  adult  age:  Gid- 


i eon,  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn. ; Mary,  deceased  wife 
i of  John  Acker,  of  Lehigh  county ; Solomon,  oursub- 
i ject;  Amos  now  living  in  Lehigh  county:  Samuel, 

! who  died  in  Alabama  about  1885;  Violetta  (now 
Mrs.  Ezra  Hildebeitelj,  of  Allentown,  Penn.,  ami 
Elias,  who  resides  in  Bowling  Green.  Abraham 
Fries  won  creditable  success  in  life,  without  the 
aids  upon  which  so  many  others  have  based  their 
progress.  He  and  his  wife  were  devout  adherents 
of  the  Reformed  Church;  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  took  no  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
His  death  occurred  in  1S58,  when  he  was  seventy- 
six  years  old,  his  wife  having  passed  away  some 
years  before,  aged  fifty-six.  Her  parents  came  from 
Scotlan-d,  and  settled  near  Philadelphia. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  attended  a German 
subscription  school,  the  only  one  of  any  kind  in  his 
neighborhood,  which  itself  was  German.  In  May, 
1841,  he  began  to  learn  the  trades  of  bricklayer, 
stonemason  and  plasterer.  His  mother  had  died 
three  years  before,  when  he  was  fourteen,  and  his 
father,  being  consumptive,  had  early  impressed 
upon  his  children  the  necessity  for  their  becoming 
self-supporting.  Three  years  were  spent  by  young 
Solomon  Fries  as  an  apprentice,  during  the  first 
of  which  he  received  nothing;  during  the  second 
he  received  his  board,  but  no  wages,  and  for  the 
thirdhe  gothis  board  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 
His  trade  he  followed  continuously  for  ten  years, 
and  although  Allentown,  Penn.,  was  burned 
about  that  time,  and  labor  was  in  demand,  he  never 
received  more  than  seventy-five  cents  per  day, 
and  sixty-five  was  considered  good  wages.  In 
the  fall  of  1851  he  came  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  traveling 
I by  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo  and  a lake  steamer 
I to  Sandusky.  From  that  point  he  took  the  Mad 
| River  railroad  (now  the  Big  Four),  arriving  Octo- 
ber 28,  1 85  1 , at  his  destination,  where  he  was  wel- 
comed by  some  old  friends  named  Strauss.  Work 
I was  scarce  and  money  scarcer,  and,  winter  coming 
I on  before  any  regular  employment  was  found,  he 
offered  to  work  for  his  board.  Still  unsuccessful, 
i he  determined  to  make  the  most  of  his  time  by 
I attending  an  English  school,  although  he  was 
i twenty-seven  years  old  at  the  time,  and  this  he 
attended  only  twenty-two  days.  After  he  paid 
his  tuition,  on  April  1,  1852,  he  had  onh 

the  small  sum  of  $1.84  left.  He  would  have 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  had  he  been  able  to  se- 
| cure  the  means,  but  things  soon  took  a turn  for  the 
better,  and  he  found  some  work  at  carpentering, 
i and,  later,  steady  work  at  his  trade.  During  the 
! dull  season  in  winter  he  would  chop  wood  for 
: twenty-five  cents  a day  and  board,  the  highest 
1 price  he  ever  received  being  thirty-five  cents  per 
I cord. 
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On  February  21,  1856,  Mr.  Fries  was  mar- 
ried in  Tiffin  to  Miss  Louisa  C.  Stecke!,  a native 
of  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  born  April  29,  1836. 
Her  father,  a blacksmith  by  trade,  came  to  Ohio 
in  1840  with  his  wife  Caroline  (Leisenring)  and 
their  two  children.  They  located  first  in  Butler 
county,  but  later,  in  1844,  moved  to  Seneca 
county.  On  October  10,  i860.  Mr.  Fries  bought 
160  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county,  partly  cleared,  with  a small  barn  and  a 
log  cabin,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  April 
16,  1861.  He  had  saved  enough  money  to  be- 
gin farming  to  good  advantage,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  had  his  farm  in  good  condition.  For 
some  time  he  worked  at  his  trade,  but  later  he 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  his  estate,  to  which 
he  lias  added  until  he  now  owns  743  acres,  much 
of  which  is  the  best  land  in  that  vicinity.  In 
1876  he  built  a model  barn,  and  in  1882  he 
erected  the  finest  brick  farm  house  in  the  town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  He  has 
done  the  most  of  this  work  himself,  and  his  fine 
orchard  was  planted  by  him,  with  the  help  of  his 
wife,  who  has  been  an  able  assistant  to  him  in 
all  his  efforts.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them: 
Zenobia  is  at  home;  William  A.  is  a farmer  of 
Bloom  township;  Jennie  died  at  four  years  of  age; 
Selinda  married  Albert  Ickes,  of  Webster  town- 
ship; Edward  M.  is  a lawyer  at  Bowling  Green; 
Anna  married  Frank  Slotterbeck,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, and  Cora  is  at  home. 

In  local  affairs  and  in  the  work  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  Mr.  Fries  is  prominent,  his  sound 
common  sense  and  well-known  integrity  having 
gained  him  the  entire  confidence  of  a wide  circle 
of  acquaintances.  For  twenty-two  years  he  was 
a member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and 
has  also  been  trustee  and  supervisor  of  Bloom 
township.  In  4he  fall  of  1881  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner,  and  held  that  office  for  six 
years  following,  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  the  public.  He  and  his  amiable  wife 
stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community. 

Marcus  A.  McKendree,  M.  D.  Among  the 
many  excellent  physicians  residing  in  Bowling 
Green  may  be  found  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
who,  with  his  estimable  wife,  also  a member  of 
the  medical  fraternity,  holds  a leading  place  in 
both  professional  and  social  circles. 

Dr.  McKendree  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Baldwin)  McKendree,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  1801  in  county  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  America  when  eighteen  years 
°f  age.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
who  removed  to  Ireland,  and  there  died.  The  ! 
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wife  of  James  McKendree  was  born  in  1 S 1 S in 
Pawlet,  Vt.,  and  their  marriage  took  place  in 
Erie  county,  Penn.,  where  for  some  years  they 
carried  on  farming.  In  1856.  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age.  his  father 
removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  kept  what 
was  called  the  “ State  Eine  House,”  an  old-time 
country  inn,  which  stood  on  the  State  line  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  between  Ashta- 
bula and  Erie  counties,  Mr.  McKendree  own- 
ing land  on  both  sides  of  the  line.  There  they 
lived  for  twenty  years,  the  father  dying  in  1874. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  resides  in  Erie,  Penn. 
Pier  parents  came  from  Ixutland  county,  Yt.,  and 
settled  in-  Erie  county,  Penn.,  where  they  both 
died,  the  mother  surviving  her  husband  for 
twenty  years,  and  living  to  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  McKendree,  Sr.,  was  a prominent  Mason 
and  Odd  Fellow,  and  his  son  has  many  of  the 
emblems  which  he  wore  in  the  high  degrees  of 
the  former  order.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  was  a highly  esteemed  citizen.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Snow, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  James,  a farmer 
in  Rulo,  Neb.,  and  Nancy,  who  became  the  wife 
of  George  Nash -and  lived  in  Erie  county,  Penn., 
both  now  deceased.  By  his  second  marriage 
seven  children  were  born,  namely:  William  J., 

living  in  Lima,  Ohio;  Albert,  in  Erie,  Penn.  : 
Irvin  P..  in  Conneaut,  Ohio;  Plelen  and  Robert 
E.,  residing  in  Erie  county,  Penn.  ; Josephine  E , 
married  to  Frank  Colman,  and  also  living  in 
Erie,  Penn. ; and  Marcus  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Eric 
county,  Penn.,  July  19,  1853,  and  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent  in  the  old  inn  which  his  father 
kept  on  the  State  line.  He  remembers  sundry 
amusing  incidents  which  occurred  during  his 
residence  there,  the  house  being  the  scene  of 
many  romantic  weddings.  At  that  time  no 
marriage  license  was  required  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  many  couples  would  come  to  the  “State 
Eine  House  ” to  be  married,  as  the  parlor  and 
sitting  room  were  in  that  State.  The  literaiy 
education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  at  the 
Conneaut  High  School,  after  which  he  com- 
menced reading  medicine  at  home,  and  later 
with  Dr.  Schooley,  of  Weston.  After  teach- 
ing school  for  a time  he  entered  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  June,  1S84,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  was  associated  with  Dr.  Sch'olev  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Weston.  He  then 
took  up  his  residence  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  general 


d r.  t 


V 


' 

. 


. 

• -.flro  hn,  qilig 

'■  ftfrr  'tv: iv 


553 


WOOD  COUNTY..  OHIO. 


practice.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Pen-  i 
sion  Board  since  September,  1S93,  and  is  at  pres-  | 
ent  its, secretary.  He  is  a member  of  the  State  ! 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Nortwest-  j 
ern  Ohio  Medical  Association.  Socially,  he  is  a j 
prominent  member  of  the  Encampment.  Uni-  | 
form  Rank,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  the  physician  for  | 
the  Order  of  the  Maccabees  in  Bowling  Green. 

Dr.  McKendree  was  married  December  25, 
1876,  to  Lydia  Walford,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  December  8,  1S5S.  Mrs.  McKendree 
graduated  from  the  Toledo  Medical  College  in 
March,  1893,  after  having  read  medicine  for 
some  time  with  her  husband,  and  has  a large 
practice.  She  makes  a specialty  of  the  diseases 
of  women,  and  is  very  successful  in  her  treat- 
ment. She  is  the  medical  advisor  of  the  L.  O. 
T.  M.,  in  Bowling  Green.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  are  popular  members  of  society. 

John  D.  Muir,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  Wood  county,  was  born  in 
that  vicinity,  January  15,  1841.  His  father, 

James  Muir,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  in  1832 
came  to  Wood  county  and  entered  160  acres  of 
land  in  Webster  township,  where  he  died  April 
18,  1857.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Scotch  Ridge.  He  married 
Miss  Marion  Dunipace,  a native  of  Scotland;  and 
had  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
eldest.  Margaret,  Jane  and  James  reside  with 
their  mother  at  the  old  homestead;  Mary  married 
John  Hagamier;  Susan  married  H.  C.  Swan;  1 
Jessie  married  Charles  Greiner;  William,  Isabel, 
Frances,  and  Alice  are  deceased. 

Mr.  M uir  went  to  school  during  boyhood  in 
an  old  log  house  in  District  No.  4,  Webster 
township,  his  first  teacher  being  Miss  Carruthers. 
He  worked  upon  the  farm  until  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  21st  O.  V.  1.,  under 
Capt.  S.  S.  Canfield.  He  participated  in  a num- 
ber of  hard-fought  battles,  and  in  January,  1863, 
received  an  honorable  discharge.  Soon  after  he 
re-enlisted  for  five  years  in  Company  G,  64th 
battalion,  which  consolidated  with  a battalion 
from  Wyandot  county,  forming  the  144th 
O.  V.  I.  ('Col.  Hunt  commanding).  After  the 
consolidation,  Lieut.  Muir  was  transferred  from 
Company  G to  E.  He  was  ordered  to  Toledo 
September  16,  1863,  where  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant,  and  then  sent  home,  Septem-  ' 
her  19,  to  order  his  company  to  report  at  Camp 
Lucas,  Toledo,  Ohio.  A collision  occurred  Sep- 
tember 20,  on  the  D.  & M.  R.  R.,  while  the  ne.v 
recruits  were  on  their  way  to  Toledo,  and  several  j 


were  killed  and  injured.  Among  the  latter  was 
Lieut.  Muir,  who  was  unable  to  go  to  the  front 
for  some  time,  but  finally,  in  May,  1S04,  rejoined, 
his  regiment  at  Wilmington,  Del.  He  returned 
home  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  iS 66  bought 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  built  a log  cabin  with  only 
one  window  and  one  door,  and  to  this  primitive 
abode,  on  May  2,  1866,  he  brought  his  bride, 
formerly  Miss  Eliza  Loomis,  a daughter  of  Dud- 
ley and  Mary  (Wallace)  Loomis.  Five  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  whose  names  with  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows:  Philinda,  December  30, 

1866,  was  for  ten  years  a successful  teacher 
in  the  public  schools,  and  now  travels  as  sales- 
lady for  a Kansas  firm;  Dudley  J.,  June  2,  1868; 
Minnie,  September  20,  1 S70,  married  Charles 
Urban;  Fannie,  July  15,  1874,  married  July  18, 
1896,  to  Byron  H.  Callin;  Mabel,  August  2, 
1875,  is  at  home.  Mr.  Muir  is  now  living  in  To- 
ledo, having  retired  from  active  business.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  held  various  of- 
fices of  trust,  having  been  school  director  for 
twelve  years,  and  also  trustee  and  supervisor. 
He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  No.  516,  of 
Pemberville;  of  Manateau  Club,  and  A.  P.  A.,  of 
Toledo,  and  of  Benedict  Post  G.  A.  R. , No.  26, 
of  Pemberville,  of  which  he  is  commander.  Dud- 
ley J.  Muir,  our  subject's  son,  was  born  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Webster  township,  near  Scotch 
Ridge.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that 
neighborhood,  and  for  a time  was  employed  as 
traveling  salesman  for  a firm  in  Chicago.  On 
October  7,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Kaddie  Beard, 
daughter  of  Alex  and  Mary  (Shoemaker)  Beard. 
She  was  born  March  25,  1870,  in  Perrysburg 
township.  They  are  leading  members  of  the 
U.  B.  Church.  Mr.  Dudley  Muir  is  a Republic- 
an, and  a member  of  Camp  A.  Jolly,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  No.  301.  of  Pemberville. 

Frank  W.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  specialist  in  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat,  although  still 
a young  man,  stands  at  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  practition  - 
ers in  the  State.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Norwalk,  April  3,  1S63,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  J.  and  Fanny  M.  (Wilson)  Rogers. 

Dr.  Rogers  is  the  youngest  of  four  children — 
three  sons  and  one  daughter — all  of  whom  are 
living.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  after  completing  the 
course  in  which  he  began  reading  medicine  under 
Dr.  Gill,  of  that  city.  For  two  years  he  was  a 
student  in  the  medical  college  at  \nn  Arbor. 
Mich.,  after  which  he  entered  the  Chicago  Ho- 
meopathic College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  was 
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.-raduated  in  18SS.  He  began  the  practice  of  | 
Ins  profession  in  Bowling  Green,  and  after  a time  j 
took  a coarse  in  the  New  York  Post-Graduate 
School.  In  the  colleges  both  at  Chicago  and 
New  York  he  made  a special  study  of  the  dis-  i 
eases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  in  which  i 
line  he  has  achieved  a wonderful  success.  He  is  I 
a fine  scholar,  devoted  to  his  work,  of  which  he 
is  very  fond,  and  is  popular  with  his  brother 
practitioners.  He  has  recently  established  an 
elegant  office  in  the  Spitzer  Building,  Toledo, 
Ohio,  thereby  giving  his  patrons  the  advantage 
of  better  railroad  facilities,  and  gaining  a central 
location  for  all  northwestern  Ohio. 

Dr.  Rogers  has  been  successful  not  only  in 
his  professional  career,  but  also  financially.  De- 
pendent on  his  own  exertions  and  his  ability  and 
encigy,  he  has  acquired  a nice  competence,  most 
of  his  interests  being  located  in  Bowling  Green, 
lie  owns  the  block  on  West  Wooster  street,  in 
which  he  has  the  finest  suite  of  offices  in  the 
count}',  and  is  one  of  the  four  partners  in  the 
Swayzee  Glass  Company,  located  at  Swayzee,  , 
Ind.  This  company  does  a large  business  in  the 
manufacture  of  fruit  jars,  oil  cans,  bottles,  etc., 
and  employs  about  one  hundred  men;  they  own 
their  own  gas  wells.  Dr.  Rogers  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young 
men  in  the  city.  On  February  4,  1895,  he  was 
married  to  Alzora  M.  Downer,  daughter  of  Wel- 
lington and  Mary  (Marlatt)  Downer,  of  Mitchell,  . 
S.  Dak.  She  is  a lovable  woman,  a friend  to 
every  one,  domestic  in  her  life  and  an  invaluable 
companion. 

Samuel  J.  Rogers,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Watertowm,  N.  Y. , November  14, 
1826,  and  was  the  third  in  a family  of  twelve 
children.  When  eight  years  of  age  he  came  with 
his  father’s  family  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  married  January  26,  1851.  to  Fannie  M. 
Wilson,  who  was  born  in  the  latter  city  January  j 
31,  1833.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade,  but  after 
his  marriage  he  took  up  farming  and  made  a com- 
fortable fortune.  In  his  early  days  he  exchanged 
half  of  a cravat  for  two  oak  trees,  worked  them 
up  into  barrels  which  he  hauled  to  Huron  to  sell, 
thus  making  his  first  start  in  business.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a strong  Abolitionist.  He  was  a de- 
scendant of  Gen.  Harper,  who  was  in  command 
at  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Lexington,  and 
other  noted  engagements  in  the  Revolutionary 
w'ar.  Frank  W.  Rogers,  a brother  of  Samuel  J. , 
enlisted  in  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  at  the  hospital  at  Louisville,  | 
Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
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Church.  Her  parents  were  Levi  and  Lucy  (Kei- 
logg)  Wilson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  of  Scotch  and  German  ances- 
try, and  settled  in  Norwalk  in  an  early  day,  where 
he  was  married  and  lived  until  sixty-three  years 
of  age.  In  early  life  he  was  a cooper,  but  he 
afterward  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer. 
He  was  a large,  powerful  man,  a giant  in  strength 
and  endurance.  Until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  became  an 
ardent  Republican  during  that  period.  His  wife 
was  one  of  the  twelve  children  of  Martin  Kellogg, 
one  of  the  leading  pioneers  of  Norwalk,  who  died 
in  1S92  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and 
six  years.  - 

Edmund  G.  Baker.  There  are  numerous 
fine  farms  in  this  county  which  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  others  in  the  State  as  regards 
production,  and,  also,  as  to  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  upon  then:.  Many  of 
these  places  are  owned  by  men  comparatively 
young  in  years,  who  started  in  the  world  with 
but  little  more  than  an  unlimited  amount  of  en- 
ergy and  perseverance,  and  who  are  succeeding 
to  an  eminent  degree  in  building  up  a comfort- 
able home  in  Wood  county.  As  a representative 
of  this  class  of  agriculturists,  great  pleasure  is 
taken  in  presenting  the  name  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  who  is  living  on  a good  farm  of  nine- 
ty-nine acres  in  Troy  township,  which  was  first 
opened  up  by  Henry  Baker,  of  Pemberville. 
Ohio.  Our  subject  bought  the  place  in  1888. 
and  the  following  year  moved  thereon.  He  now 
devotes  his  time  to  its  cultivation,  and  also  to 
stock  dealing,  making  a specialty  of  handling 
sheep. 

Mr.  Baker  made  his  advent  into  this  world 
September  1,  1 8 5 S,  in  Woodville  township,  San- 
dusky Co.,  Ohio,  at  the  home  of  his  parents. 
Sandford  G.  and  Fhcebe  (Osborn;  Baker.  His 
father  was  born  in  1817,  in  Vermont,  and  with 
his  father,  Elijah  Baker,  came  to  Wood  county, 
in  1838,  locating  on  a farm  in  Troy  township, 
near  Luckey.  The  latter's  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lavina  White,  and  was  a native  of  Ver- 
mont. After  residing  on  that  farm  for  some 
years,  the  grandfather  removed  to  Woodville 
township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  Sardis  Burchard,  on  which  the  father 
now  lives.  His  death  occurred  in  that  township 
in  1864,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  and  his  wife  died 
in  September,  1862. 

In  1840,  in  Troy  township,  Sandford  G. 
Baker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Almira 
Webster,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a daugh- 
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ter  of  Joseph  Webster,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  Troy  township,  who  died  in  Hillsdale, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Baker  died  in  1856,  leaving  three 
children  who  yet  survive:  Mrs.  Helen  Morse,  of 

Missouri;  Mrs.  Emily  Osborn,  of  Iowa;  and  John 
W. , who  resides  at  Burgoon,  Sandusky  county. 
In  Woodville  township,  Sandusky  county,  the 
father  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Phoebe  Osborn,  and  their  wedding  was 
celebrated  in  1857.  The  lady  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  N.  Y. , and  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  (House)  Osborn.  Her  father  died  m 
the  Empire  State,  after  which  her  mother  moved 
to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  where  she  later  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Benedict,  but  both  are  now 
deceased.  In  his  younger  days,  Mr.  Baker  was 
a great  hunter,  and  at  that  time  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  indulge  in  that  sport  all  over  Wood 
county.  For  two  years  he  kept  a public  house  \ 
at  Lemoyne,  and  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm  in  Woodville  township,  Sandusky  county. 
By  his  second  union  he  had  eleven  children,  ten 
of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Edmund  G., 

whose  name  introduces  this  review;  Ida,  who  is 
taking  a literary  course  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ; 
George,  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  Kan- 
sas; Mrs.  Belle  Price,  who  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage also  engaged  in  teaching;  Rose,  at  home; 
Sanford,  an  attorney  at  law  of  Seattle,  Wash. ; 
William  P. , who  is  studying  electrical  engineer- 
ing in  the  University  of  Michigan;  Arthur,  who  is 
studying  medicine  in  the  same  institution;  and 
Kate  and  Charley,  both  at  home. 

After  pursuing  his  studies  for  several  years  in 
the  district  schools  of  Woodville  township,  Ed- 
mund G.  Baker  entered  the  normal  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Ind.,  where  after  two  years  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1882,  and  on  returning  to 
Sandusky  county  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Woodville  school  for  two  years.  His  marriage 
was  there  celebrated  December  3,  1884,  Miss 
Linda  Herman  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a na-  : 
tive  of  that  county,  born  January  27,  1S60,  edu- 
cated in  Woodville,  and  is  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Clarinda  (Webster)  Herman,  early  pioneers 
of  Sandusky  county,  who  still  make  their  home 
in  Woodville  township.  By  this  union  three  sons 
have  been  born:  Mark,  born  October  iS,  1885; 

Roscoe,  born  April  17,  1888;  and  Ralph,  born 
January  29,  1893. 

F.  H.  Thompson,  ex-county  commissioner, 
farmer  and  fruit  raiser,  of  Perrysburg  township, 
was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt  , July  28,  1839,  a son 
of  Augustus  M.  and  Ann  Maria  (Slawson)  Thomp- 
son. 


Augustus  M.  Thompson  was  born  near  Pough- 
keepsie in  1814,  and  first  came  to  Perrysburg  in 
1832,  settling  there  permanently  in  1836.  He 
afterward  took  up  farming  on  the  Stone  road, 
and  then  returned  to  mercantile  business  in  Per- 
rysburg, where  he  died  in  1S75.  Politically  he 
was  a Whig.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  born  in  Rut- 
land in  1814,  and  died  in  Perrysburg  in  1891. 
Six  children  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Helen, 
who  died  when  five  years  old;  IK  II.,  our  subject; 
Arrietta,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Dustin,  of  Toledo; 
Charles  A.,  who  lives  in  Massachusetts;  Emma, 
the  wife  of  W.  S.  Weed,  of  Toledo;  and  John  P., 
residing  in  Perrysburg. 

Our  subject  was  an  infant  when  his  parents 
came  to  Perrysburg,  where  he  went  to  school  for 
a short  time,  and  then  left  to  work  in  his  father's 
store.  Later  he  was  employed  on  a railroad  in 
the  positions  of  brakeman  and  conductor,  re- 
spectively, on  a freight  train.  In  1863  he  was 
agent  for  the  C.  H.  &.  D.  R.  R.,  at  Perrysburg, 
in  which  position  he  remained  for  over  a year, 

I then  resigning  to  take  a situation  in  a dry-goods 
store.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  nearly  four  months. 
On  December  21,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Spafford,  whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda 
Baird.  For  a year  after  his  marriage  he  clerked, 
and  then  came  to  a farm  in  Perrysburg,  where  he 
has  sixty-seven  acres  of  land,  forty'-five  of  which 
are  laid  out  in  apple  trees,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  devoted  much  of  his  time.  From 
these  apples  he  makes  cider,  and  he  has  an 
extensive  custom  trade. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a Republican,  and  was  for 
two  y'ears  trustee  of  the  township.  In  the  fall 
of  1886  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  and 
served  two  terms — six  yrears— consecutively.  He 
has  made  a wide  reputation  as  a county  officer: 
he  is  a clear  thinker,  a natural  student  of  human 
nature,  and  has  posted  himself  so  thoroughlv  on 
the  law  pertaining  to  the  duties  and  powers  of 
county  and  township  officials  that  he  has  become 
the  recognized  authority  on  all  technical  ques- 
tions. He  has  a mind  naturally  adapted  to 
research,  and  is  too  cautious  to  proceed  blindly 
with  a project,  but  prefers  to  stick  to  the  old 
! adage:  “Know  first  that  you  are  right,  and 

: then  go  ahead.” 

Byr  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Thompson  had 
I three  children:  Clifton  Amos,  who  married 

Grace  Cooper,  and  has  two  children — Grace  and 
May;  Elmer,  a civil  engineer  in  Bowling  Green, 
who  married  Mildred  Kramer,  and  has  one  child 
James  Francis;  and  Waldo,  who  died  when  two 
| years  old.  Two  sons  were  born  of  her  marriage 
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with  Mr.  Thompson:  (i)  Leland  Albert,  born 

March  15,  1868,  at  present  in  charge  of  the 

water  supply  on  the  Clover  Leaf  R.  R.  (he  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  Pierce,  and  they  have  one 
child — Esther  M.);  and  (2)  Edward  A.,  born 
March  21,  1870. 

F.  M.  Young,  cashier  of  the  Commercial 
Banking  Co.,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  a leading 
citizen  of  Wood  county,  was  born  September  12. 
1S45,  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio.  Until  sixteen 
years  of  age  Mr.  Young  made  his  home  at  Wa- 
pakoneta.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  although  only  a boy,  he  decided  to 
offer  his  services  in  defense  of  the  old  flag.  He 
accordingly  enlisted,  August  7,  1862,  for  three 
years,  in  Company  K,  99th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served 
throughout  the  war,  being  mustered  out  with  his 
regiment  June  26,  1865,  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  with 
the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  He  was  sent  to 
Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  and  received  his  discharge 
July  1 7.  1865.  The  regiment  to  which  he  belonged 
was  assigned  to  the  Western  division  of  the  army, 
and  participated  in  every  battle  of  the  campaign, 
twenty-four  in  all,  besides  many  skirmishes.  After 
the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Eastern  division,  and  marched  through  the 
Southern  States,  taking  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  that  section.  The  99th  went  into  service 
with  1,021  men,  but  lost  so  heavily,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  that  although  several  times  recruited,  it 
was  so  reduced  in  number  that  it  was  finally  con- 
solidated with  the  50th  O.  V.  I.,  and  it  was  as 
sergeant  in  that  regiment  that  our  subject  was 
serving  at  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Young  settled 
in  Plattsbu’rg,  Mo.  Here  he  was  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  and  county  recorder  until  1S71, 
when  he  returned  to  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting his  father,  who  was  then  in  feeble  health. 
He  located  in  Weston,  where,  in  1872,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Hattie  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  August  8,  [852.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union:  Mabel,  Charles  and 
Robert.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Young  was  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  until  1877,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  a position  in  theU.S.  Revenue 
office  at  Toledo,  and  removed  his  family  to  Per- 
rysburg. He  was  “civil  serviced  ” out  of  position 
tor  participating  in  politics,  and  returned  to  Wes- 
ton. Having  been  elected  probate  judge  in  1S84, 
he  removed  to  Bowling  Green,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  In  1892  Mr.  Young  was  made 
secretary  of  the  American  Foundry  & Machine 
Co.  On  December  15,  1892,  he  was  appointed 
cashier  of  the  Commercial  Banking  Co.,  which 


responsible  position  he  continues  to  hold  to  the 
! satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Young  is  a strong  Republican,  and  as  may 
! be  inferred  from  his  war  record,  is  an  acti\e  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  founded  the  first 
post  under  the  new  rules  in  Wood  county,  at  Wes- 
ton. He  is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,. 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
his  community,  and  is  one  of  its  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens. 

T.  J.  Young,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1S20  in  Shelby  county,  Ohio,  where  for 
1 many  years  he  followed  farming.  He  was  subse- 
quently made  postmaster  at  Wapakoneta,  which 
office  he  held  from  1S52  until  1863,  removing  in 
the  latter  year  to  Wood  county.  His  death  took 
place  in  1888  at  Celina,  Ohio.  He  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  married  Lydia  A.  Shipman,  w ho 
was  born  in  1 826  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Herman  and  Sarah  Shipman,  both  of 
whom  were  of  Dutch  descent;  the  former  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  Young  died  in  1872.  Their  family  comprised 
three  children,  namely:  Lenora,  who  married  J. 
S.  Bodkin,  now  of  Spencerville,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio; 

I Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Keil,  of 
Weston,  Ohio;  and  our  subject. 

John  Young,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  He  was  a great  hunter,  and 
\ his  brother  William  was  a friend  and  companion 
: of  Daniel  Boone.  The  Young  family  is  of  Scotch 
origin. 

James  H.  La  Farkee,  the  efficient  manager 
and  secretary  of  the  Bowling  Green  Natural  Gas 
Co.,  enjoys  in  a marked  degree  the  confidence  of 
the  stockholders  in  that  prosperous  enterprise, 
and  has  won,  by  his  energy,  integrity  and  good 
judgment,  an  enviable  reputation  throughout 
the  community.  He  is  a native  of  Wood  county, 
born  September  26,  1837,  on  his  father's  farm, 
near  Stony  Ridge. 

His  grandfather,  David  La  Farree,  came  from 
the  vicinity  of  Strasburg,  which  then  belonged  to 
P'rance,  over  a hundred  years  ago,  and  settled 
near  Chambersburg,  Penn.,  where  his  son.  Janm- 
La  Farree,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 9,  1797,  and  spent  his  youth.  Arriving  at 
| manhood,  James  La  Farree  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Sifford,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  March 
: 12,  1800.  Her  father,  Christian  Sifford.  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  and 
J had  been  an  under-professor  at  Heidelberg  Uni- 
j versity  previous  to  his  coming  to  America.  She 
! was  one  of  a large  family,  of  whom  six — John. 
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Louis,  Daniel,  Ann,  William  and  herself — lived 
to  old  age. 

After  their  marriage,  our  subject's  parents 
came  to  Ohio,  locating  at  Lancaster,  in  1820. 
Later  they  went  to  Maryland,  where  they  re- 
mained two  years,  and  then  returning  to  Ohio, 
again  settled  at  Lancaster,  fn  1832  they  moved 
to  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  and  bought  government 
land  near  Stony  Ridge,  in  Wood  county.  At 
that  time  the  old  Western  Reserve  and  Maumee  \ 
turnpike  was  not  built,  and  these  courageous  pio-  j 
neers  had  to  make  their  way  through  the  woods  ; 
as  best  they  could.  Mr.  La  Farree  was  a cab-  ! 
inet  maker  by  trade,  and  carried  on  that  business  j 
for  some  time  in  addition  to  his  farm  work.  He  j 
was  a Democrat,  as  every  member  of  the  family  j 
has  always  been,  and  he  had  at  first  only  two 
fellow-partisans  in  the  township.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He 
died  of  cholera,  August  2,  1852,  his  wife  surviv-  ! 
ing  him  until  September  10,  1888,  when  she  died 
at  the  old  homestead.  They  had  seven  children: 
John,  born  March  20,  1820,  was  a resident  of 
Troy  township,  and  died  December  12,  1 SSS ; 
Augustus,  born  March  5,  1826,  was  a soldier 

during  the  first  years  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
August  3,  1865;  Cornelia,  born  March  31,  1831, 
is  the  wife  of  M.  B.  Richmond,  of  Crawfordsville, 
Ind. ; Samuel,  born  March  22,  1834,  lived  at 
Umatilla,  Oregon,  and  died  May  16,  1866;  James 
H.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  George  W. , born 
February  9,  1841,  lives  in  Perrysburg;  Frances, 
born  April  12,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Swope, 
of  Troy  township. 

James  H.  La  Farree  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  Perrysburg.  Not  content  with  these 
opportunities,  he  has  followed  an  extended  course 
of  private  study,  and  kept  well  posted  on  the  sub- 
jects which  interest  the  best  minds  of  the  day. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  learned  the  cooper's 
trade  with  a neighbor,  Joshua  Chappel,  and  after- 
ward taught  school  for  some  time.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  bridge  building,  and  later  became  fore- 
man of  the  planing-mills  at  Perrysburg,  holding 
that  position  thirteen  years.  In  July,  1880,  he 
came  to  Bowling  Green,  and  became  foreman  in 
a planing-mill ; but  on  becoming  connected  with 
the  Natural  Gas  Co.,  he  undertook  the  manage- 
ment of  that  business.  Since  July  1,  1886,  he 
has  had  exclusive  control  of  their  interests. 

In  April,  1861,  Mr.  La  Farree  enlisted  for 
three  months  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I., 
and  served  in  West  Virginia;  but  after  two 
months’  service,  being  taken  sick,  he  came  home, 
and  was  sick  for  nearly  two  years.  In  February, 


1 86 5 , he  re-enlisted,  in  Company  G,  189th  G. 

V.  I:,  and  served  several  months  in  northern 
Alabama  and  Tennessee,  being  discharged  in 
September,  1863,  with  the  rank  of  orderly- 
sergeant. 

In  r S6 3 , Mr.  La  Farree  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  G.  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Perrysburg 
May  12,  1846,  They  have  six  children,  all  liv- 
ing in  Bowling  Green:  Lloyd,  Erne,  Alice,  Kate, 
Daisy  and  Rex.  Another  daughter,  Winifred, 
died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Since 
1 863  Mr.  La  Farree  has  been  a Mason,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Phoenix  Blue  Lodge,  Perrysburg,  and 
Crystal  Chapter,  Bowling  Green. 

Chester  Willis  Norton,  Mrs.  La  Farree -s  fa- 
ther, was  in  his  day^  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Wood  county.  He  was  a native  of  Henderson, 
N.  Y. , born  about  1820,  and  came  in  an  early 
day  to  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  with  his  father. 
Chester  Norton,  who  was  a merchant.  Chester 

W.  Norton  was  married  in  1842  to  Theresa 
Curtis,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State  about 
1827,  daughter  of  Jairus  and  Susan  (Alexander 
Curtis,  natives  of  Vermont  who  settled  at  Perrys- 
burg in  a very  early  day. 

John  McMahan.  The  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal narrative  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
stock  raisers  and  progressive  fanners  within  the 
borders  of  Perry  township,  owning  a good  home- 
stead of  eighty-five  acres  in  Section  1 1 . He  has 
made  his  special  field  of  industry  an  eminent 
success,  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by 
those  who  know  him  best.  A native  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born  in  Spencer  township,  Hamilton 
county,  January  14,  1816,  and  is  the  eldest  of 
the  four  children  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  (Stump 
McMahan,  the  others  being  Mary,  wife  of  John 
McClow,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Andrew,  who  for 
over  forty  years  ran  a sawmill,  and  died  in  Cin- 
; cinnati,  in  August,  1894;  and  Jane,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Collins,  also  of  the  same  city.  When  only 
a boy,  his  father  died,  but  his  mother  kept  the 
family  together,  living  in  a small  house  given  her 
by  her  father.  She  passed  away  in  Hamilton 
i county  in  1 8 36. 

John  McMahan  attended  the  subscription 
schools,  paying  ti fty  cents  a month  tuition,  and 
the  wood  used  for  fuel  was  also  contributed  b\ 

I the  pupils.  He  followed  various  occupations 
during  his  youth,  and  as  he  lived  near  w here  the 
I Little  Miami  river  flows  into  the  Ohio,  he  often 
made  a few  cents  by  catching  minnows  for  the 
gentlemen  who  came  out  from  Cincinnati  to  fish. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  began  to  work  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  lie  was  able  to 
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earn  $ I per  day,  and  followed  that  business  for 
many  years. 

In  Hamilton  county,  in  August,  1843,  Mr. 
McMahan  wedded  Miss  Martha  Matthews,  a na- 
tive of  Indiana,  and  a daughter  of  George  .Mat- 
thews. To  them  was  born  a son — Walter,  who 
died  in  Florida,  in  February,  1894.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  our  subject  married  Sarah 
Seaman,  who  was  a daughter  of  William  Sea- 
man, and  was  born  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio, 
where  she  departed  this  life,  leaving  one  child — 
Martha,  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Beckman,  of  Perry- 
township. 

In  March,  1857,  Mr.  McMahan  came  to 
Wood  county,  walking  fram  Tiffin  to  Fostoria, 
and  on  his  arrival  in  Perry  township  erected  a i 
house  for  Nathan  Hatfield.  In  the  following  | 
October  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  I 
Jane  A.  Hatfield,  a native  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Nathan  Hatfield,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children 
— Sarah  ].,  who  was  born  November  4,  1S59,  ! 
and  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Shunk,  of  Perry-  | 
township,  where  she  died;  Nathan  E.,  who  was  ; 
born  December  26,  1861,  and  died  while  young; 
Hugh,  who  was  born  December  6,  1865,  and  is  a ' 
farmer  of  Perry  township;  Louisa,,  who  was  born 
March  16,  1S64,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  William  H.,  who  was  born  February  2, 
1869,  and  lives  at  home;  Warren  P.,  of  Perry- 
township,  born  September  7,  1874;  and  Minnie 
D.,  born  February  iS,  1877.  After  ten  weeks 
of  illness,  the  mother  of  this  family  died  August 
2,  1895,  and  her  remains  were  interred  .at  Fos- 
toria, Ohio.  She  held  membership  with  the 
Evangelical  Church. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  Mr.  McMahan  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, where  for  two  years  he  worked  with  his 
brother  in  a sawmill,  but  in  March,  i860,  re- 
turned to  Wood  county,  purchasing  forty  acres 
of  new  land  in  Section  33,  Perry  township,  only 
a few  acres  of  which  had  been  cleared.  He 
erected  a two-story  frame  house  upon  the  place, 

18  x 32  feet,  with  a kitchen,  14  x 16  feet, and  one 
story  in  height.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  sawmill  of  Nathan  Hatfield,  but  in 
April,  1878,  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 11,  Perry  township,  where  about  half  of  his 
eighty-five  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  on  the 
place  stood  a small  log  house,  a short  distance 
east  of  his  present  home.  * The  neat  and  orderly- 
appearance  of  the  property  manifests  to  the  most 
casual  observer  the  thrift  and  care  of  the  proprie- 
tor, and  shows  conclusively  that  he  understands 
his  business  thoroughly.  He  has  erected  all  the 
buildings  upon  his  farm,  and,  besides  general 


farming,  has  been  very  successful  in  the  raising 
of  hogs,  never  having  lost  a single  one  by  cholera, 
when  they  were  dying  all  around  him.  His  first 
vote  was  cast  for  William  PI.  Harrison,  later  he 
became  a Democrat,  but  for  nearly-  twenty  years 
has  now  voted  with  the  Republican  party.  On 
that  ticket  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Perry  township,  where  he  served  for  three  years. 
He  joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  Cincinnati,  with 
which  he  held  membership  for  a number  of  vears, 
and  for  fifty  y ears  has  been  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  B.  -Wilson,  of  Bowling  Green,  the  well- 
known  deputy  treasurer  of  Wood  county  , holds 
in  a marked  degree  the  esteem  of  the  public  as  an 
able  and  energetic  official,  having  served  the 
county-  in  several  responsible  positions.  He  is  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  Grand  Rapids, 
December  31,  1853. 

His  father's  family  was  originally-  from  Ger- 
many-, but  his  grandfather,  John  Wilson,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  early  manhood  came 
to  Ohio,  where  he  was  prominent  among  the 
early-  settlers.  He  died  in  Stark  county  Septem- 
ber 27,  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
His  son  Matthew,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  February  12,  1812. 
After  coming  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Blythe,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Ohio,  October  31,  1823,  the  daughter  of 
a leading  pioneer,  Samuel  Blythe,  later  of  Wes- 
ton, Wood  county.  He  was  of  mixed  English 
and  Scotch  blood,  and  his  parents  settled  in 
Jefferson  county  during  the  territorial  period. 
Our  subject’s  parents  lived  in  Way-ne  countv  for 
four  y-ears  after  their  marriage,  and  then  moved 
; to  Grand  Rapids,  Wood  county.  From  1 S 5 3 to 
| 1867  Mr.  Wilson,  Sr.,  was  employed  in  a store 
| as  clerk.  They  returned  to  Wayne  county  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  died 
i there — Mr.  Wilson  on  January  27,  1887.  and  hi< 
w-ife  on  December  7,  1891.  They  were  devout 
adherents  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  their  three 
children.  David,  the  eldest,  lives  in  Wayne 
county,  and  C.  H.  in  Chicago,  111.  With  the 
exception  of  a few  years  in  Wayne  count\  during 
boyhood,  Mr.  Wilson  has  spent  his  life  in  Wood 
county.  In  1879  he  was  made  principal  of  the 
schools  of  North  Baltimore,  holding  that  posi- 
tion until  1881,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the 
office  of  deputy  auditor  of  Wood  county  . H.s 
faithful  service  was  appreciated  by  the  people, 
and  after  six  years  as  deputy  he  was  elected 
' auditor,  being  re-elected  on  the  expiration  ct  Ins 
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first  term.  He  has  recently  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment as  deputy  treasurer.  He  was  married 
December  31,  1878,  to  Miss  Catherine  Simon,  a 
native  of  Wood  county.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren— Milo  D.,  Cecil  B.,  Charles  and  Gladys. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  “dyed  in  the 
wool,”  his  father  having  been  an  early  supporter 
of  that  party.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Minneapolis  in  1892, 
and  voted  for  Hon.  Wm.  McKinley  for  President. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
K.  of  P. 

Derastus  Lee.  It  is  an  undisputed  fact 
that  Bloom  township  contains  some  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  Wood  county,  and  among  the 
foremost  of  these  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch.  He  is  the  representative 
of  one  of  our  pioneer  families,  those  who  endured 
the  hardships,  privations  and  difficulties  attend- 
ing a settlement  in  the  “Black  Swamp  ” in  the 
early  “forties,'’  and  whose  labor  transformed 
the  heavily  timbered  wilderness  into  productive 
fields.  He  passed  his  youth  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  primitive  surroundings. 

His  grandfather,  Lemuel  Lee,  was  born  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  compelled  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world  from  an  early  age,  owing 
to  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  scattering  of 
the  family,  and  when  a young  man  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Columbiana  county.  At  that 
time  Ohio  had  not  yet  been  admitted  as  a State; 
within  its  limits  was  to  be  found  much  land  upon 
which  no  “pale-face  ” had  ever  set  foot,  and  in 
fact  it  was  only  along  the  eastern  border  that  it 
was  safe  for  a white  man  to  take  up  his  abode. 
Lemuel  Lee  married  a Miss  Jackson,  and  they 
had  a large  family,  of  whom  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  lived  to  adult  age.  He  was  not  a 
man  to  accumulate  property,  and  in  his  circum- 
stances there  was  but  little  opportunity  to  do  so, 
but  he  made  an  honest  living.  He  died  about 
1854. 

George  J.  Lee,  one  of  the  older  sons,  born 
in  1806,  was  our  subject’s  father.  Reared  on  a 
frontier  farm,  his  schooling  was  very  limited;  in- 
deed, to  use  his  own  expression,  he  was  “edu- 
cated with  the  grubbing  hoe.”  During  his  boy- 
hood but  few  schools  were  to  be  found,  and  they 
were  the  subscription  schools  patronized  by  the 
well-to-do  classes.  He  was  a large  boy  before 
he  ever  attended  one,  and  then  the  humiliation 
of  reciting  in  classes  composed  of  children  much 
smaller  than  he  almost  drove  him  to  leave 
school,  which  he  would  have  done  had  it  not 
been  for  the  encouragement  of  the  teacher,  his 


uncle,  James  Gordon.  This  one  term  of  three 
| months  was  the  limit  of  his  educational  advan- 
tages. On  February  4,  1830,  he  married  Miss 
; Hannah  Wollam,  a native  of  the  same  countv. 
born  in  1805.  Her  father,  Henry  Wollam,  was 
a well-to-do  farmer  of  that  neighborhood,  own- 
ing an  excellent  farm  which  he  had  redeemed 
from  its  primitive  state,  and  improved  with  some 
unusually  good  buildings  for  that  time.  Before 
his  marriage  George  Lee  had  learned  the  tan- 
ner’s trade;  but  an  attempt  to  engage  in  it 
met  with  little  success,  and  he  settled  upon 
a farm  on  Beaver  creek,  where  our  sub- 
ject first. saw  the  light.  As  time  passed,  and 
the  future  of  his  children  became  an  import- 
ant problem,  he  decided  to  go  farther  west  where 
land  was  cheaper,  and  September  25,  1841,  he 
i started  for  Wood  county  with  his  household 
goods  in  a large  wagon,  on  which  his  wife  rode 
with  the  younger  members  of  the  familv,  which 
then  included  six  children.  This  conveyance  was 
drawn  by  two  oxen,  with  two  horses  as  leaders. 
Ten  days  later  they  arrived  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, having  made  a short  visit  in  Richland  county 
i with  friends,  and  a temporary  home  was  made 
I with  John  Vosburg  until  a suitable  location  was 
found.  Mr.  Lee  entered  160  acres  of  land, 
which  was  in  its  primitive  condition — not  one 
tree  having  been  cut  upon  it — and  his  first  work 
was  to  clear  a spot  for  the  building  of  his  log 
cabin.  His  brother,  Henry,  had  accompanied 
the  party,  and  he  entered  eighty  acres  adjoining, 
then  returned  home,  where  he  died  a few  years 
afterward,  having  no  direct  heirs,  and  a one- 
third  interest  fell  to  our  subject’s  father,  who 
! later  bought  the  remaining  two-thirds.  He  also 
bought  another  tract  of  forty  acres,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  280  acres.  He  was  a 
man  of  influence  in  his  community,  Democrat  of 
the  “ Jacksonian  stripe,”  and  he  took  great  in- 
terest in  public  affiairs.  For  many  years  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Protestant  Method- 
ist Church.  This  venerable  pioneer  couple  lived 
several  years  beyond  their  “Golden  Wedding 
Anniversary”;  they  died  within  two  and  one-halt 
years  of  each  other,  both  having  passed  four- 
score years,  and  their  remains  rest  in  West  Mill- 
| grove  cemetery. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  them  as  follows 
Henry,  January  10,  1831,  living  in  Jerry  City. 
Derastus,  April  27,  1832;  Samuel,  August  20. 
1833,  died  in  Bloom  township.  May  16,  1855,  ot 
consumption;  Mary  J.,  April  7,  1833,  married 
Adam  Graham,  of  Montgomery  township;  Jack- 
son,  June  19',  1837,  enlisted  August  13.  1861.  in 
Company  H,  49th  O.  W I.,  was  wounded  at 
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Chickamauga,  September  19,  1863,  and  died  the 
next  day,  his  body  never  being  recovered;  Milo, 
March  15,  1839,  died  in  Bloom  township,  April 
30,  1858,  of  consumption;  Sarah  A.,  October  18, 
1840,  married  Philip  Brubaker,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship; Susanna,  May  9,  1842,  is  the- wife  of  Ben- 
ton Musser,  of  Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  John  H., 
September  11,  1844,  died  of  consumption,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1862,  in  Bloom  township;  and  Benjamin 
F. , October  27,  1846,  died  March  23,  [847. 

Derastus  Lee  was  about  nine  years  old  when 
he  came  to  this  county,  but  there  was  plenty  of 
work  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  even  at  that  age 
he  could  “ pick  brush  ” in  the  clearing.  With 
no  modern  machinery  and  but  few  tools,  and 
those  of  the  rudest  sort,  the  work  of  the  farm 
and  household  required  the  help  of  all,  and 
schools  were  but  little  thought  of,  so  that  his 
educational  opportunities  were  very  limited. 
After  he  attained  his  majority  he  for  one  term 
attended  the  select  school  taught  by  Alfred 
Kelley,  the  pioneer  teacher  of  West  Millgrove. 
His  own  experience  has  given  Mr.  Lee  a great 
desire  to  see  facilities  for  education  brought  with- 
in the  reach  of  everyone,  and  he  is  the  ardent 
supporter  of  any  improvement  in  the  schools  of 
to-day.  On  September  25,  1 S 5 S , he  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Vallance,  a native  of  Ashland 
county,  born  June  22,  1837.  Her  parents,  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Brubaker)  Vallance,  came  to 
Wood  county  in  September,  1 S49,  settling  in 
Perry  township.  She  had  fared  no  better  than 
her  husband  in  educational  advantages,  attend- 
ing the  schools  of  her  day  for  about  three 
months.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Lee 
had  by  work  and  “dickering"  secured  a team 
of  horses,  a wagon,  a plow,  and  a harrow,  the 
first  horse,  which  he  bought  of  his  uncle, 
Lemuel  Lee,  being  paid  for  by  $30  in  money  and 
the  chopping  of  ten  acres  of  timber.  With  this 
outfit  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
taking  the  old  homestead  on  shares.  His  resi- 
dence for  the  first  eleven  years  was  in  an  old  log 
school  house  which  he  had  fitted  up.  There 
were  many  days  of  toil  and  but  few  of  recreation 
in  those  years;  but  he  and  his  wife  were  young, 
strong  and  ambitious,  and  their  mutual  affection 
made  their  old  cabin  a happy  home.  During 
this  period  Mr.  Lee  bought  160  acres  of  timber 
hind  in  Section  12,  Bloom  township,  which  he 
still  owns  although  he  has  never  lived  there. 
jn  the  spring  of  1871,  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
in  Section  10,  to  which  he  moved.  For  twenty 
years  he  was  engaged  in  threshing,  in  addition'to 
farming,  sometimes  with  a partner,  sometimes 
without.  His  work  was  always  faithfully  done. 


and  while  thus  employed  he  gained  a wide  circle 
1 of  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  He 
did  not  spare  himself  over  his  tasks,  and  frequent- 
ly when  he  had  been  busy  up  to  a late  hour  of 
the  night,  he  has  crawled  up  to  the  side  of  a 
i straw  stack  to  sleep  till  morning.  He  has  added 
to  his  land  at  various  times  until  he  now  has 
| nearly  800  acres,  making  him  one  of  the  largest 
landowners  in  Wood  county,  and  most  of  his 
! property  is  good  farming  land,  which  can  not  be 
: said  of  some  other  extensive  holders.  Probably 
there  is  not  another  instance  in  Wood  county  of 
a poor  boy  becoming,  through  his  own  efforts, 

; the  owner  of  so  large  an  estate.  Industry,  wise 
; and  economical  management,  and  shrewd  bar- 
gaining have  made  this  progress  possible,  his 
i estimable  wife  deserving,  also,  a large  share  of 
credit. 

Of  their  ten  children,  eight  are  now  living  in 
Bloom  township.  The  names  of  all,  with  dates 
of  birth,  are  as  follows;  James  W.,  February 
i 17,  i860,  is  a prosperous  young  farmer;  Laura 

E. ,  March  3,  1861,  married  Abraham  Loe;  John 

F. ,  September  25,  1862,  is  a well-to-do  farmer; 
Jacob  E.,  July  31,  1864,  is  at  home;  Charles  W., 
October  11.  1867,  died  February  2,  186S;  Hattie 
E.,  February  6,  1869,  married  Samuel  Dennis, 
of  Bloom  Center;  Perry  M.,  March  12,  1871,  is 

| a progressive  young  farmer;  Florence,  June  4, 
1873,  married  Elza  Wright,  of  Bloom  township; 
Mary  Ettie,  October  1,  1873,  died  March  21, 
1876;  and  Rhoda  V. , December  25,  1S78,  is  at 
home.  Among  the  foundation  stones  of  Mr. 
Lee’s  tasteful  and  commodius  residence  is  a relic 
of  pioneer  times  — the  top  stone  of  an  old  hand- 
mill  once  belonging  to  his  father's  neighbor, 
Peter  Painter,  and  many  a time  during  his  boy- 
hood did  Mr.  Lee  walk  through  the  woods  which 
lay  between  the  two  farms,  carrying  corn  which 
i he  converted  into  meal  with  the  aid  of  that 
stone. 

Coming  from  a family  in  which  consumption 
has  claimed  several  members,  Mr.  Lees  death 
has  been  often  predicted,  yet  he  is  hale  and 
hearty,  and  bids  fair  to  live  many  years.  At  the 
age  of  sixty-four  he  can  perform  a day’s  work 
which  would  do  credit  to  one  twenty  years  his 
i junior.  In  October,  1894,  he  met  with  a serious 
injury.  While  nailing  a board  on  a fence  the 
nail  broke  and  a flying  piece  struck  him  in  the 
left  eye,  entirely  destroying  the  sight.  He  is  a 
good  neighbor,  kind-hearted,  out-spoken,  and  a 
man  of  strict  integrity.  In  politics  Mr.  Lee  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the  chief  counselors 
of  the  party  in  his  locality.  He  formerly  atten- 
ded conventions  and  caucuses  with  great  regular- 
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ity.  but  h e has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  and, 
although  he  has  served  creditably  as  trustee  of 
his  township,  he  has  often  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  for  other  positions.  He  once  led  the 
“ forlorn  hope  ” against  the  overwhelming  Re- 
publican majority  in  the  county,  having  been 
selected  by  his  party  as  the  candidate  for  county 
commissioner,  and  he  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
majority — a notable  achievement,  as  things  stood. 

Frederick  Yeager,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Perrysburg,  and  a brave  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
was  born  in  Perrysburg,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1844,  a son  of  John  J.  and  Elizabeth 
(Helfrich)  Yeager.  The  grandfather,  also  named 
John  J.  Yeager,  was  a soldier  in  the  French 
army,  and  died  in  France.  The  grandmother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Liber,  came 
with  her  second  husband,  Lorenze  Hirtzel,  to 
this  country  in  1854,  and  both  died  of  cholera  at 
Perrysburg  eight  weeks  after  their  arrival.  Mr. 
Hirtzel  had  also  been  a soldier  in  the  French 
army.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Yeager 
were  farmers  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
died  and  were  buried.  They  were  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  J.  Yeager,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  7,  1821,  in  Alsace,  Lrance  (now  in 
Germany),  and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Hei- 
frich,  a native  of  Germany,  born  November  19, 
1819,  in  Hessen-Darmstadt.  In  1840,  prior  to 
their  marriage,  they  came  to  America,  becoming 
acquainted  at  Perrysburg,  where  their  wedding 
took  place  May  16,  1843.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  thus  employed  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  loyal  to  the 
interests  of  his  adopted  country,  he  decided  to 
offer  his  services  in  defense  of  the  government. 
Accordingly  he  organized  a company,  of  which  he 
was  made  captain,  and  which  became  a part  of 
the  ill  th  O.  V.  I.  Fie  entered  the  service  in 
the  fall  of  1862,  remaining  therein  some  eighteen 
months,  during  which  time  he  was  present  at  the 
siege  of  Knoxville  and  in  other  noted  engage- 
ments. In  February,  1864,  he  was  taken  so  ill 
that  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  command  and 
return  home.  In  1868  he  was  made  commis- 
sioner of  Wood  county,  which  office  he  Field  un- 
til 1871.  His  death  took  place  at  Perrysburg 
April  27,  1891.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Methodist,  in  politics  a Republican,  and  he  was 
a most  worthy  citizen.  His  wife  died  January 
16,  1890,  leaving  their  only  child,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Frederick  Yeager  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  village  during  his  boyhood. 


[ and  had  entered  Baldwin  University  at  Berea 
\ when  Gov.  Brough  called  out  the  100-day  men 
j to  serve  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  The  patri- 
otic impulses  of  the  young  student  would  not  al- 
low him  to  remain  inactive  at  a time  when  the 
youth,  as  well  as  the  grey-haired  men,  of  his 
State  were  pressing  to  the  front,  and,  like  his 
father,  he  joined  the  Union  forces,  enlisting  in 
Company  F.  144th  O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served 
until  August  24,  1864.  O11  October  5,  same  year, 
he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  E,  181st  O. 
V.  I.,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Murfrees- 
boro, Decatur,  and  Nashville,  after  which  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  23rd  Army  Corps,  2nd  Di- 
vision, 3rd  Brigade;  he  was  present  at  Raleigh,  N. 
C. , where  Johnston  surrendered  to  Sherman,  April 
20,  1865.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Salis- 
bury, and  returned  to  his  home  at  Perrysburg, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  for  three  years,  em- 
barking in  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  the  succeeding  twenty-two  years. 

In  politics  a Republican,  he  has  filled  public 
j positions  of  honor  and  trust,  including  township 
j clerk  (one  year),  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
in  1870,  though  the  township  is  strongly  Demo- 
cratic; township  treasurer  four  years,  from  1877 
to  1881;  was  on  the  school  board  eleven  years, 
and  mayor  of  Perrysburg  two  years.  In  1891  he 
was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  was  the  second 
man  born  in  the  county  to  hold  that  office.  In 
1893  he  was  re-elected,  and  has  filled  the  respon- 
sible position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  prominent  in 
the  G.  A.  R.,  filling  all  the  chairs  in  that  order. 
On  December  5,  1S65,  he  was  married  at  Perrys- 
burg to  Miss  Fidelia  E.  Kreps,  who  was  born 
September  1,  1844,  and  four  children  have 

■ blessed  this  union,  as  follows:  Minnie  E.,  born 

j January  16,  1867,  now  the  wife  of  S.  H.  Sanford 
! (both  are  teachers  in  Little  Rock  University,  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.);  John  O.,  born  April  6,  1870. 
employed  in  a mercantile  house  in  Toledo  he 
married  Sarah  Lindsey,  and  they  have  one  child 
— Madeline);  Merton  F.,  born  September  12. 
1873,  still  at  home;  and  George  Legrand,  born 
July  7,  1876,  also  at  home.  Mr.  Yeager  has  al- 
ways held  a prominent  place  in  the  community, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

Hox.  E.  F.  Day,  mayor  of  Risingsun.  is  also 
one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  that 
vicinity,  being  the  head  of  a well-known  firm  of 
contractors  and  builders,  and  of  the  oil  company 
known  as  Day,  Burnett  & Winchell. 
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His  grandfather.  Dr.  Stephen  F.  Day,  was  a 
successful  physician  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  continued  his  practice  to  an  advanced 
age.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Strause),  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  died  in  her  seventy-sixth  year  in  j 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  at  the 
home  of  their  son,  Stephen  F.  Day,  jr.,  our 
subject’s  father.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
February  2S,  1827,  and  came  to  Wood  county  at 
the  age  of  fifteen.  He  lived  near  Longley  until 
his  marriage,  in  September,  1S49,  in  Scott  | 
township,  Sandusky  county,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
October  26,  1828,  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Mary  A.  (Bates)  Phillips.  The  young  couple  be- 
gan housekeeping  near  Risingsun,  upon  an  un- 
cleared tract  of  eighty  acres,  which  Mr.  Day  sold 
after  making  some  improvements.  In  the  fall  of 
i860,  he  purchased  150  acres  in  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county,  and  lived  there  until  1 S S 3 , 
w'hen  he  moved  to  a farm  in  Gratiot  countv, 
Mich.  Later  he  went  to  Coffee  county,  Tenn., 
but,  not  liking  the  place,  he  only  remained  one 
winter,  and  returning  to  Wood  county  traded  it 
for  forty  acres  in  Section  1,  Perry  township,  i 
where  he  now  resides  in  a comfortable  home. 
When  a young  man  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  j 
trade,  but  farming  has  been  his  chief  occupation. 
Of  his  family  of  ten  children  all  are  married  and 
well  settled  in  life.  They  are — Emily,  Mrs. 
Martin  Shively,  of  Risingsun;  Ezra  F. , our  sub- 
ject; Charles  H.,  of  Risingsun;  David,  of  Seneca  . 
county,  Ohio;  Jane,  Mrs.  Edwin  Ballinger,  of 
Risingsun;  Emanuel,  a resident  of  the  same  town ; 
the  twins,  Rosetta  (Mrs.  William  Bovie,  of  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  county),  and  Rosanna  (Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Williams,  of  Risingsun);  Willis,  who 
also  lives  at  Risingsun;  and  Effie,  Mrs.  Eli  Hol- 
lenbaugh,  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Day  first  saw'  the  light  September  3,  1852, 
in  Section  25,  Montgomery  township,  and  his  j 
early  education  was  such  as  the  district  schools 
of  that  day  and  locality  afforded.  He  was  stout 
and  active,  and  helped  his  father  to  clear  up  two 
farms  during  his  boyhood;  but  at  twenty-one  he 
be  gan  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  for  which 
he  had  already  shown  remarkable  aptitude.  Un- 
der the  training  of  Adam  Shively,  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county,  he  readily  mastered  the 
details  of  the  business,  and  then  continued  for 
two  years  as  a partner.  After  this  he  engaged  in 
contracting  and  budding,  and  he  has  put  up  some 
of  the  finest  residences  in  that  locality.  Mis’ 
ability  as  a mechanic  is  of  the  highest  order,  and 
he  draws  his  own  plans  after  a system  which  is 
unexcelled  for  simplicity  and  effectiveness.  In 
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the  spring  of  1896  his  brother  C.  PI.  became  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  business. 

On  January  17,  1878,  Mr.  Day  was  married 
in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Rilev,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Mossgrove 
Riley.  They  began  housekeeping  in  Risingsun, 
in  a very  comfortable  home  which  he  had  pre- 
viously prepared,  and  here  six  children  were  born 
to  them:  Alfred  J..  Ada  L. , Bessie  E.,  Homer 

F. , Ethel,  and  Minnie.  All  are  at  home,  and  the 
first  two  are  members  of  the  class  of  1896,  Ris- 
ingsun High  School.  Their  mother  departed 
this  life  November  17,  1891,  and  her  mortal  re- 
mains were  consigned  to  earth  in  Trinity  ceme- 
tery, Sandusky  county.  Mr.  Day  has  since 
formed  a second  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss 
Ida  Mills,  of  Ohio  county,  W.  Va. , the  daughter 
of  James  Mills. 

As  a financier,  Mr.  Day  has  shown  marked 
ability.  Flis  earlier  years  were  by  no  means 
prosperous,  and  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  monev 
for  the  first  ham  that  he  ever  had  in  his  house; 
but  his  industry  and  shrewd  management  have 
brought  a good  reward.  He  owns  eighty-three 
acres  of  land  in  Seneca  county,  and  some  very 
valuable  town  property  for  residence  and  business 
purposes,  in  Risingsun,  and  his  oil  interests  and 
other  enterprises  now  bring  him,  under  his  con- 
stant and  judicious  care,  a fine  competence.  In 
principle  he  is  a Democrat,  but  party  lines  are 
secondary  with  him  to  the  public  welfare.  No 
man  commands  more  fully  the  confidence  of  his 
fellowmen,  and  he  began  his  public  service  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  as  clerk  of  Scott  township. 
Sandusky  county.  He  was  the  first  mayor  of 
Risingsun,  and  has  since  been  elected  several 
times,  this  being  his  fifth  term.  His  decisions 
have  never  been  reversed  in  the  courts,  and  it 
may  be  said  that  he  displays  rare  legal  talent,  all 
the  more  remarkable  from  his  lack  of  early  train- 
ing. He  has  drafted  ordinances  and  documents 
such  as  other  incumbents  of  the  office  have  not 
attempted;  as  an  enemy  to  the  disorderly  ele- 
ment he  has  the  esteem  of  the  better  classe-. 
His  popularity  is  proven  by  his  repeated  election 
to  this  office,  and  he  has  also  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  village,  and  lias  been  a member  of  the 
council  every  t ear  except  one  since  the  incorpor- 
ation of  the  town.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Judge  Guy  C.  Nearing,  of  Bowling  Green, 
now  (1896)  serving  his  second  term  as  judge  of 
the  probate  court  of  Wood  county,  has  for  near- 
ly twentv  years  been  a prominent  member  of  the 
legal  fraternity  in  the  county. 
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He  conies  of  old  pioneer  stock,  and  is  of  Ger- 
man descent.  His  grandfather,  Guv  Xearing, 
left  central  New  York  in  1817  to  settle  in  Perrys-  . 
burg,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1840  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  He  was  a contractor  by  occupa-  i 
tion,  interested  in  canal  construction,  and  in  a ' 
number  of  important  buildings,  among  them  the 
old  court  house  and  jail  at  Perrysburg,  and  a mill  j 
on  the  river.  He  was  twice  married;  bv  his  first 
wife  he  had  three  sons — Horatio,  Zepheniah  and 
Neptune  (our  subject’s  father)— and  by  his  sec-  ; 
ond  wife  he  had  two  daughters,  and  three  sons — : 
Freeman,  Henry  and  Emilius;  of  these  Free- 
man died  in  infancy;  Henry  lives  near  Tontog- 
any;  and  Emilius  (who  was  deaf  and  dumb),  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade  in  Fulton  county 
until  his  death,  in  August,  1890.  Of  the  daugh- 
ters, one  married,  and  died  in  Wood  county;  the 
other  died  in  infancy. 

Neptune  Nearing,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  New  York  State  in  180S,  and  died  in 
Wood  county  in  1S44.  He  learned  the  cabinet 
maker’s  trade  in  his  youth,  but  was  engaged 
chiefly  in  assisting  his  father  on  his  contracts. 
P'or  a few  years  he  conducted  a hotel  at  Texas, 
Ohio,  and  then  retired  to  his  farm  in  Plain  town- 
ship. He  returned  to  New  York  State  for  a 
wife,  and  married  a distant  relative,  Mrs.  Stella 
Nearing  Parsons,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in 
1809,  and  died  in  1890.  Of  their  three  children, 
the  eldest,  Scott,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  Rosetta 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.  Hayes,  of  Chicago,  111. ; our 
subject  being  the  youngest. 

Guy  C.  Nearing  was  born  at  the  old  farm  in 
Plain  township  March  12,  1843,  and  had  the 
ordinary  educational  advantages  of  a country  boy 
of  his  time.  In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  B,  6th  O.  Y.-I.,  was  first  sent  to  West 
Virginia,  was  later  transferred  to  the  Oiiio  re- 
gion, and  finally  to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  was  in  several  noted  battles — Shiloh,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge — and 
after  three  years’  service  received  an  honorable 
discharge,  leaving  the  army  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant. In  December,  1862,  he  was  wounded  at 
Stone  River,  and  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
He  was  sent  first  to  Nashville,  and  later  to  Louis- 
ville, and  was  absent  from  his  command  until  the 
following  May. 

On  his  return  home  he  attended  school  for  a 
short  time  in  Perrysburg,  aad  then  engaged  in 
teaching  during  the  winter  time,  though  he  was  a 
farmer  in  summer.  Thus  he  continued  until  1873, 
when  he  began  to  study  law.  In  1S76  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  opened  an  office  in 
Bowling  Green,  where  his  strong  vitality  and 


commanding  presence,  his  gift  of  accurate  and 
rapid  analysis  of  legal  principles,  and  his  untir- 
ing energy,  brought  him  quick  recognition  in 
professional  circles.  He  is  also  interested  in 
various  commercial  enterprises,  being  a director 
in  the  First  National  Bank,  having  extensive  in- 
vestments in  the  oil  fields  of  Wood  county,  and 
owning  a farm  of  120  acres  in  Center  town- 
ship. Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
is  regarded  as  a leader  in  county  and  muni- 
cipal affairs,  holding  various  offices.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  city  council,  city  solici- 
tor, clerk  of  Center  township,  and  since 
1891  has  been  probate  judge,  having  been  re- 
elected to  this  second  term  by  a large  majority 
over  an  able  and  active  competitor.  He  is  a 
member  of  Wiley  Post  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
also  takes  an  active  interest  in  fraternal  organiza- 
tions, being  a prominent  Mason,  a valuable  mem- 
ber of  the  Blue  Lodge,  in  which  he  has  filled 
all  the  chairs,  and  a Royal  Arch  Mason;  he  also 
affiliates  with  the  subordinate  lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs. 

On  December  13,  1865,  our  subject  married 
E.  V.  Rockwood,  a native  of  Lorain  county, 
born  January  27,  1846,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Charles  R. , who  is  deputy  probate  judge. 
As  leading  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  they 
take  a prominent  part  in  the  social  and  phil- 
anthropical  movements  of  that  progressive  body, 
and  are  also  ready  friends  of  every  worthy  enter- 
prise outside  of  denominational  lines. 

Giles  C.  Rockwood,  father  of  Mrs.  Nearing, 
was’ born,  in  1819,  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  parents  in  1829,  and  was  here  mar- 
ried, in  1845,  t°  Laura  C.  Wack,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children:  E.  V.  (Mrs.  Nearing  ; Hoyt 

O.,  who  died  in  October,  1877,  leaving  two  sons 
— William  P.  and  Ernest  C. ; and  P'rank  P. , who 
died  in  infancy.  In  1849  Mr.  Rockwood  went 
to  California,  and  was  absent  ten  months.  Mrs. 
Rockwood  was  born,  in  1810,  in  Vermont,  and  in 
1834  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents,  Frederick 
W.  and  Hannah  Wack,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  moved  to 
Vermont.  Frederick  W.  Wack  was  the  only 
child  of  Frederick  Wack,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany  when  a boy,  and  died 
while  serving  in  the  Colonial  army  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war. 

Sylvester  Abbott,  in  whose  death  the  com- 
munity lost  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens,  was 
born  July  13,  1812.  near  Boston,  Mass.,  and  at 
the  age  of  five  years  came  to  Greene  count), 
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N.  V.,  where  he  acquired  his  education  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  follow- 
that  pursuit  until  his  removal  to  Ohio,  in 
iSu,  He  located  in  Huron  county,  where  for  a 
tune  he  again  engaged  in  carpentering,  and  then 
tilted  himself  for  the  legal  profession,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Toledo. 

In  Huron  county  he  was  married,  January  25, 
1S36,  to  Alzina  Morey,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  John,  born  October  27,  1836,  who  is  now 
.1  physician  in  Illinois.  The  mother  died  Jan- 
uary 27,  1837.  On  May  3,  1 S 3 S , Mr.  Abbott 
wedded  Maryette  Caswell,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Reuben,  born 
April  11,  1839,  of  Bowling  Green;  May  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  10,  1841,  now  the  wife  of  By- 
ron Niles,  of  Michigan;  Melvin  L.,  who  was  born 
June  2,  1843,  is  a merchant  of  Bowling  Green; 
George  M.,  who  was  born  August  26,  1847,  is 
a farmer  of  Michigan;  Sarah,  born  September 
28,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  I.  L.  Hankey;  Alice 

E. , born  April  20,  1 S 5 5 , is  the  wife  of  Sylvester 
Ordway,  of  Bowling  Green;  Lewis,  born  Decem- 
ber 1,  1857,  is  a farmer  of  Wood  county;  one 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  November  24,  1S75,  and  for  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Abbott,  on  March  22,  1876,  wed- 
ded Helen  Robins,  a lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, who  successfully  followed  school  teaching. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Eliakim  and  Susanna 
(Brown)  Robins,  the  former  a carpenter  of  Huron 
county.  To  this  union  have  come  two  children: 
Celesta  G.,  who  was  born  July  24,  1879,  and  died 
February  23,  1S91;  and  Jerry  B. , born  June  4, 
1881,  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Abbott  practiced  law  in  both  Huron  and 
Wood  counties,  coming  to  the  latter  in  1853,  at 
which  time  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in 
Center  township.  In  connection  with  law  prac- 
tice he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  planting 
an  orchard  and  making  many  other  excellent  im- 
provements, while  the  well-tilled  fields  yielded  to 
him  a handsome  income.  He  continued  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  16,  1891. 
hor  several  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  discharging  his  duties  with  most  conscien- 
tious fidelity.  He  was  ever  faithful  to  a trust  re- 
posed in  him,  whether  of  a public  or  private  na- 
ture. His  business  career  and  his  home  life  were, 
alike  above  reproach,  and  he  had  the  warm  re- 
ftard  of  many  personal  friends.  Mrs.  Abbott  is 
still  living  on  the  homestead  in  Center  township, 
:iI1d  is  an  intelligent  lad}  of  genial  manner  and 
kindly  disposition,  who  is  held  in  the  highest  es- 
teem by  her  neighbors  and  the  community  at 
large. 


Lorin  Smith,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
highly  respected  farmers  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship, was  born  October  11,  1822,  in  Kiltzheim, 
Baden,  Germany.  In  his  native  country  his 
name  was  spelled  Lorentz  Schmitt.  His  parents 
were  John  J.  and  Anna  M.  (Bauman)  Smith,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a farmer  in  Baden,  and 
; owned  a nice  little  home  of  twenty-six  acres, 
where  he  lived  in  comfort,  and  was  considered 
well  off. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  the  following 
named  children:  John  J.,  Jr.,  Emily,  Frank, 

Frances,  Margaret,  Eva,  and  Lorin.  As  they 
grew  up  the  question  of  finding  homes  for  them 
was  a matter  of  concern  to  the  parents,  and,  as 
glowing  reports  of  the  wealth  and  land  of  the 
United  States  had  reached  the  old  country,  it  was 
decided  to  send  the  eldest  son,  John,  and  his 
sister,  Emily,  who  had  then  reached  the  years  of 
maturity,  to  investigate  the  truth  of  these  stories 
of  the  New  World.  They  accordingly  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  at  Stockbridge,  Mass., 
soon  found  employment,  the  son  in  a hotel. 
Emily  was  married  soon  after  her  arrival  in  this 
i country.  The  reports  sent  back  to  the  family 
were  so  satisfactory  that  two  years  later  Frank 
and  Frances  joined  their  brother  and  sister,  and 
were  so  pleased  with  the  success  with  which  they 
met  that  it  was  decided  best  for  the  rest  of  the 
family  to  come  also.  In  1830,  the  parents  and 
other  children  left  their  old  home,  driving  to 
Paris,  France,  with  their  own  team.  There 
the  horses  and  wagon  were  sold,  and  they  went 
by  boat  down  the  river  Seine  to  Havre,  where 
they  took  passage  for  the  United  States  on  a 
three-masted  vessel,  “The  Baird,"  which  had 
formerly  been  a mail  vessel,  and  was  taking  her 
first  trip  as  an  emigrant  boat.  Their  destination 
was  New  York,  and  they  were  fifty-two  days  on 
the  ocean,  during  which  time  they  had  a narrow 
escape  from  capture  by  pirates. 

At  New  York  City  the  family  was  met  by  the 
son,  John  J.,  and  they  concluded  to  come  to 
Ohio,  then  considered  the  “Far  West."  This 
western  trip  had  been  under  consideration  for 
some  time  by  those  of  the  family  already  in  the 
United  States,  and  was  one  of  the  motives  which 
induced  the  parents  to  emigrate.  The  journey 
was  made  up  the  Hudson  river  to  Albany,  thence 
over  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  and  by  lake  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  a house  was  rented  and 
a temporary  home  made,  while  the  father  and 
eldest  son  looked  about  for  suitable  land  to  pur- 
chase. Land  could  be  bought  where  the  great 
city  of  Cleveland  now  stands,  for  eight  dollars 
: per  acre;  but  learning  that  there  was  better  land 
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farther  west  they  set  out  on  a journey  which 
ended  in  Peru  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  The 
incident  which  caused  them  to  locate  here  was  a 
common  one  in  the  history  of  the  western  States. 
Halting  at  a spring  to  drink  they  found  the  water 
exceptionally  cool  and  clear,  the  land  in  the  vi- 
cinity and  the  location  on  the  ridge  between  the 
sources  of  the  Huron  rivers  favorable  to  health 
and  industry.  The  physical  features  of  the  coun- 
try corresponded  with  their  correct  ideas  of  agri- 
culture, and  they  lost  no  time  in  obtaining  the  land, 
which  had  been  somewhat  improved,  and  on 
which  an  excellent  orchard  was  then  growing. 
This  farm  was  known  as  the  “Old  Johnson 
Farm  ” at  the  time  of  their  purchase.  The  fam- 
ily were  moved  to  Huron  county  from  Cleveland 
with  an  ox-team. 

The  Smith  family  had  a fair  amount  of  money 
on  their  arrival  in  America,  as  their  property  in 
Baden  had  brought  in  considerably  over  $i,ooo, 
and  they  were  able  to  begin  life  in  this  country  in 
a very  fair  way.  After  a few  years  residence  in 
H uron  county  the  father  began. to  look  around 
for  more  cheap  land.  A large  portion  of  Wood 
county  was  then  government  land,  but  it  w'as 
known  as  the  “Black  Swamp,”  and  did  not 
tempt  many  settlers.  The  father  was  a good 
judge  of  land,  and  seemed  to  think  that  Wood 
county  had  a great  future.  He  entered,  after 
looking  around,  162  acres  in  Section  5,  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  the  deed,  signed  by  An- 
drew Jackson,  bears  the  date  of  December,  1835, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject.  A 
few  years  after  the  family  located  in  Huron  coun- 
ty, the  other  members  of  it  came  west  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, except  Emily,  who  had  married 
Joseph  Keller,  and  died  in  Boston.  Of  the  other 
children,  John  J.,  Jr.,  died  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio;  Frank  died  in  the  same  county  in  1872; 
Frances  died  in  Freedom  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty; Margaret  married  Peter  Stang,  and  died  in 
Huron  county;  Eva  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Ad- 
dleman,  and  lives  in  Huron  county;  our  subject 
is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Lorin  Smith  had  studied  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  land,  and  was  a very  bright  boy,  being 
able  when  seven  years  of  age  to  both  read  and 
write  the  German  language.  After  coming  to 
PI  uron  county  he  attended  school  there  and  ob- 
tained a good  education.  He  worked  on  the 
farm  with  his  father,  and,  being  an  obedient  son, 
the  latter  showed  his  appreciation  by  giving  him 
162  acres  of  government  land  in  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  out  of  which,  however, 
he  was  to  give  his  sister  Frances  fifty  acres, 
which  he  did.  This  was  in  1841,  and  two  years 


j later  Mr.  Smith  visited  his  land,  and  made  some 
i improvements  on  it.  In  the  fall  of  1844  he  built 
a cabin  of  hewed  logs,  20  x 30  feet,  which  had  a 
j shingle  roof,  the  shingles  for  which  he  himself 
1 cut  from  oak  trees.  Being  thus  provided  with  a 
! home,  the  young  man  secured  for  himself  a wife 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  T.  Addleman,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  Huron  county,  January 
7,  1845.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  March  19,  1824, 
in  the  same  village  in  Baden  as  her  husband,  and 
is  the  eldest  child  and  only  daughter  of  John  P. 
and  Mary  Addleman.  Her  parents  left  Baden  in 
the  spring  of  1831,  and  drove  with  their  own 
team  to  Paris,  where  they  waited  two  weeks  for 
the  horse’market  to  open.  Selling  their  horses, 
they  went  by  boat  to  Havre,  sailing  from  there 
on  the  vessel  “Henry  III,"  which  landed  them 
at  New  York  City  after  a voyage  of  fifty-four 
days.  They  spent  the  winter  of  1831-32  in  Buf- 
falo, and  in  the  spring  of  the  latter  year  bought  a 
! farm  three  and  a half  miles  from  that  city,  where 
l thev  lived  until  the  fall  of  1836.  In  that  year  they 
j moved  to  Huron  county,  two  and  a half  miles 
! southwest  of  Norwalk,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Their  family  consisted 
of  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  On  January  14, 
1845,  our  subject  and  his  bride  started  to  their 
1 new  home  in  Wood  county.  Three  teams  were 
| necessary  to  haul  them  and  theirgoods,  the  roads 
I through  the  timber  being  very  bad.  Two  days 
were  occupied  in  the  journey,  which  was  a rough 
and  tedious  one.  They  at  once  began  to  make 
! improvements  upon  the  place.  Their  cabin  was 
a good  one,  but  sparsely  furnished,  and  the  coun- 
try about  them  was  in  a primitive  condition. 
Manv  of  their  friends  had  predicted  their  failure 
1 to  put  up  with  such  a pioneer  life.  This,  how- 
ever, only  aroused  their  determination,  and  in- 
| stead  of  disheartening  them  inspired  them  to  new 
I effort.  A plentiful  supply  of  provisions  had  been 
brought,  which  sufficed  until  the  land  produced 
its  first  crops  of  wheat  and  corn.  Maumee  was 
the  nearest  milling  point,  and  it  required  two 
days  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  to  make 
the  trip.  In  june,  1847,  the  aged  parents  of  our 
i subject  came  to  make  their  home  with  them,  and 
on  September  21,  of  the  same  year,  the  mother 
j died  and  was  buried  upon  the  farm.  She  was 
sixty-seven  years  of  age.  The  father  lived  with 
our  subject  until  1853,  when  he  returned  to 
Huron  county,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  eight)  - 
four  years.  This  worthy  couple  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  were  hon- 
est, industrious  German  people.  The  father  was 
never  naturalized,  and  consequently  never  voted, 
but  in  all  things  was  loyal  to  his  adopted  countr) 
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In  the  course  of  a few  years  the  results  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  long  clays  of  hard  work  were  manifest  in 
< ! j - . fertile  fields  and  blooming  orchards  into 
which  the  land  had  been,  transformed.  He 

‘■■ought  eighty  acres  additional;  but  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  it  was  very  hard  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  help,  he  disposed  of  this  property. 
The  old  log  house  continued  to  be  the  home  of 
the  family,  and  in  it  all  the  children  were  born. 
These  are  as  follows:  Mary  T. , born  October  27, 

1 S 4 5 , is  now  Mrs.  Peter  Hettel,  of  Wapakoneta, 
Ohio;  Caroline  J.,  born  November  22,  1847,  is 
the  wife  of  James  Fish,  of  Freedom  township, 
Wood  county;  Louisa  A.,  born  April  25,  1S50, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Davidson,  of  Center  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  John  L. , born  April  13,  1854, 
died  December  21,  1885;  F.  B..  born  October 
31,  1856,  was  married  October  22,  1S95,  to  Miss 
Julia  Shepler,  of  Bradner,  Ohio  (he  is  a farmer 
in  Freedom  township);  Charles  L. , born  April  4, 
1859,  was  married  December  19,  1S89,  to 

Miss  Nellie  Brandeberry,  of  Pemberville,  Ohio; 
Frances  A.,  born  May  4,  1862,  was  married  Oc- 
tober 29,  1889,  to  George  Adams,  of  Montgom- 
ery township.  In  1869  Mr.  Smith  built  his  pres- 
ent elegant  brick  residence,  which  is  the  finest 
farm  house  in  Montgomery  township,  and  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county.  He  has  added  to  his 
original  property  at  various  times  until  he  now 
owns  276  acres,  and  he  has  given  his  sons  170 
acres.  The  land  is  rich  in  oil,  and  is  admirably 
adapted  to  farming  purposes. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Smith  presents  an  excellent 
example  of  what  industry,  perseverance  and  good 
management  can  accomplish.  No  man  has 
worked  harder  than  he,  and  many  a moonlight 
night,  in  his  early  days,  has  found  him  toiling 
away  until  a late  hour.  He  has  become  a master 
of  the  art  of  agriculture,  and  is  able  to  procure 
the  best  results  from  his  work.  He  has  developed 
his  splended  farm  from  its  primitive  condition, 
and  in  doing  so  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his 
life.  With  his  excellent  wife,  who  has  shared  in 
fill  his  labors  and  privations,  he  deserves  the 
greatest  credit  for  the  success  to  which  he  has 
attained.  This  estimable  couple  have  passed 
their  fifty-first  year  of  married  life;  have  reared 
:>  large  family,  of  which  they  may  justly  be  proud, 
find  have  accumulated  a handsome  competency 
in  an  upright,  straightforward  manner.  No  one 
can  accuse  Lorin  Smith  of  dishonesty,  or  question 
his  integrity.  In  all  his  business  dealings  he  has 
never  been  sued,  and  he  is  to-day  a man  whom 
everyone  respects.  He  became  a naturalized 
Citizen  in  1843,  but  though  a loyal  Democrat  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  Both  he  and 


his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  al- 
though not  able  to  attend  the  services  on  account 
of  the  distance.  Notwithstanding  the  many  trials 
and  years  of  toil  through  which  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  wife  have  passed,  they  are  well  preserved,  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  although  over  seventy-two  years  of 
age,  is  still  able  to  do  her  own  house  work.  Their 
life  has  been  full  of  usefulness,  and  in  the  evening 
of  their  days,  which  they  are  enjoying  in  ease  and 
comfort,  they  can  look  back  over  the  past  years 
with  the  consciousness  of  duties  well  performed. 

Hiram  Johnson,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Liberty 
township,  was  born  in  Lisle,  Broome  Co.,  N.  V.. 
July  27,  i S 3 7 . His  father,  Stephen  Johnson, 
was  also  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  when 
a young  man  learned  the  trade  of  wood  turning, 
which  he  followed  until  his  marriage  to  Eunice 
Thurston,  also  a native  of  New  York.  Several 
years  later  they  removed  from  Broome  county,  to 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Johnson  took 
up  land,  and  followed  farming  in  connection  with 
his  trade.  In  1855  he  located  thirty  miles  north- 
west of  Chicago,  in  Lake  county,  111.,  where  his 
death  occurred  about  1865,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  only  two  years.  Their  children  were  Liddy, 
deceased  wife  of  Peter  Tanner,  of  Iowa;  Girard, 
who  became  a farmer  in  Minnesota,  but  has  not 
been  heard  from  for  ten  years;  Hiram;  and  Ed- 
win,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  New  York  and  Illinois,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  began  learning  the  mason’s 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  through  much  of  his 
life  in  connection  with  farming.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  government 
by  enlisting,  in  1862,  in  Kankakee,  111.,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  K,  76th  111.  V.  I.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  then  went  down  the 
Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  and  to  Mobile.  Ala., 
participating  in  the  battle  at  that  place  and  the 
siege  at  P'ort  Blakely.  Being  taken  ill,  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
remained  until  honorably  discharged  in  1S65,  when 
he  at  once  returned  to  his  home  in  Paxton, 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Ford  county,  that 
State,  in  1859.  to  Liddy  Metzger,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  in  1837,  and  for  twelve  years  they  lived 
| in  Paxton.  In  1871  they  came  to  Wood  county, 
taking  up  their  residence  on  six  acres  of  land  in 
Libertv  township,  which  he  -till  owi  s.  I . r main 
years  he  fallowed  his  trade,  and  since  1802  lias 
derived  a good  income  from  two  oil  welL  that  he 
has  sunk  upon  his  place,  and  which  are  excellent 
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producers.  This  has  enabled  him  to  lay  aside  j 
active  business  cares.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have 
three  children — Corbin,  of  Lucas  county,  Ohio; 
Edgar  and  Clarence,  at  home.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a Republican. 

Narcisse  Sanglier,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  residents  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, Wood  county.  He  was  born  October  24, 
1827,  in  Loir-et-Cher,  France,  and  was  a son  of  1 
jacob  Sanglier,  a merchant,  who  died  in  that 
country.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of 
seven  children,  namely:  Virginie,  who  died  in 
France;  Pascal,  a scholar  and  linguist,  who  mar- 
ried an  heiress,  and  died  in  Egypt  many  years 
ago;  Narcisse,  subject  of  thissketch;  Adrian,  now 
living  in  France;  Victor,  a resident  of  Tiffin, 
Ohio;  Ovid,  still  living  in  his  native  land;  and 
Adeline,  who  died  in  France. 

For  ten  years  after  attaining  his  majority  our 
subject  was  employed  as  a baker  in  Paris,  and 
then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  He 
landed  in  New  York,  made  his  way  to  Cleveland, 
and  for  one  year  was  employed  in  the  Berea 
Stone  Quarry.  He  then  removed  to  Milton 
Center,  Wood  county,  and  after  a year  took  up 
his  residence  in  Liberty  township.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Milton  Center  to  Lucine  Rubier,  who  was  i 
born  in  Switzerland  February  8,  1S3S,  daughter 
of  Howard  and  Celestine  (Kuinn)  Rubier.  Her  | 
parents  were  both  born  in  1810  in  Canton  Berne, 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  America  in  1853,  lo-  i 
; eating  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  father  followed 
farming  in  his  native  land,  but  worked  as  a 
. laborer  after  coming  to  this  country.  He  died  in 
1858.  Both  were  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church.  In  their  family  were  four  children 
- — Mrs.  Sanglier;  Louise,  who  died  in  Cleveland; 
Joseph,  who  died  in  January,  1895,  in  Denison, 
Texas;  and  Christopher,  who  went  west  several 
years  ago,  since  which  time  no  news  has  been 
received  of  him. 

Upon  their  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  wife 
located  in  Libert}-  township,  where  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  first  purchased  twenty 
acres,  wild  and  unimproved,  but  he  added  to  his 
farm  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  a valuable  property,  which  he  continued 
.(  to  cultivate  until  his  death,  May  3,  1894.  In 
1887  the  first  oil  well  was  drilled  on  the  farm, 
which  now  contains  fifteen  wells,  and  these  are 
a good  source  of  income  to  the  family.  Mr. 
Sanglier  was  a capable  business  man,  and  by  his 
well  directed  efforts  acquired  a handsome  prop- 
erty. 

In  the  family  were  ten  children:  Mary,  at 


home;  Nelson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve; 
fustin  O.,  whose  sketch  follows;  Ashel;  Louise. 
Martha,  who  was  married  September  3,  1893,  to 
C.  C.  La  Point,  of  Erie,  Mich. ; Lucy,  deceased; 
Rose;  Maggie  and  Alice.  Ashel  Sanglier,  who 
operates  the  farm,  was  born  Octobers,  1867, 
and  throughout  his  life  has  aided  in  the  work  on 
the  old  home  place.  He  acquired  bis  education 
in  the  district  schools,  is  a young  man  of  excel- 
lent business  ability,  and  now  owns  140  acres  of 
land  on  which  are  two  oil  wells.  The  landed 
possessions  of  the  family  aggregate  1,020  acres. 
Ashel  Sanglier  was  a member  of  the  Democratic 
Central  Committee  for  four  years,  and  also  served 
on  the  executive  committee  for  one  term.  In 
April,  1S96,  he  was,  by  the  choice  of  his  friends, 
nominated  for  trustee,  and  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  thirty-three  votes,  thus  overcoming  a 
Republican  majority  of  120,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  county  board  of  election.  No  better 
recommendation  could  be  given  a young  man 
than  this  flattering  compliment.  The  entire 
Sanglier  family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church. 

Lucy  Sanglier,  now  deceased,  was  born  on 
the  old  Sanglier  homestead  in  Liberty  township, 
September  17,  1874.  She  grew  up  under  the 
care  of  her  parents,  and  at  an  earl}'  age  manifes- 
ted unusual  mental  activity.  As  she  budded  into 
womanhood  her  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
crystalized  into  an  ambition  for  education.  She 
attended  the  district  school  until  [894,  when  she 
entered  the  Ursuline  convent,  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  she  completed  the  full  course  of  study  re- 
quired by  that  institution,  giving  special  attention 
to  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  Having  mas- 
tered the  elements  of  education  essential  tc  a 
full  round  complete  womanhood,  she  returned 
to  her  home,  where  she  continued  to  discipline 
herself;  and  by  that  subtile  knowledge,  known 
only  to  a woman  of  culture  and  refinement, 
wound  herself  around  the  hearts  of  her  old  asso- 
ciates, and  made  herself  doubly  dear  to  the  mem- 
bers of  her  immediate  family. 

She  became  revered  as  a companion,  and  re- 
spected as  a model  for  others.  Her  high  degree 
of  mental  and  personal  culture  was  only  equaled 
by  her  zeal  in  practice  of  religion.  She  had  as- 
pired to  make  herself  something  more  than 
ordinary  as  an  individual,  and  had  attained  much 
of  her  ambition;  but  that  Mighty  One  " That 
docth  all  things  well,"  called  her  to  immort  dit> 
at  a period  when  it  was  least  expected — just  when 
she  had  attained  full  maturity  of  womanhood, 
and  when  she  was  most  dear  and  most  useful  to 
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all  who  knew  her.  September  26,  1896,  was 
the  fatal  day  when  the  silent  hand  of  the  Divine 
Master  stole  through  the  lattice  of  her  room,  and 
with  His  magic  power  beckoned  the  spirit  forth, 
leaving  all  that  was  mortal  of  Lucy  Sanglier  like 
a waxen  figure — white  and  motionless. 

Those  who  mourn  and  miss  her  have  the  sa- 
cred consolation  of  knowing  that  if  it  is  possible 
for  the  human  soul  to  attain  the  ideality  the 
Christian  sees  through  the  eye  of  faith,  then,  e'er 
her  last  pulsation  ceased,  the  halo  of  a glorious 
eternity  crowmed  her. 

Justin  O.  Sanglier,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  enterprising  farmers  in  Plain  township, 
was  born  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county, 
March  2,  1865,  the  son  of  Narcisse  and  Lucine 
(Kubler)  Sanglier. 

Mr.  Sanglier  was  brought  up  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attending  the  district  school,  and  assisting 
in  work  at  home  until  his  marriage,  on  February 
7,  1893,  to  Miss  Adaline  Cousino.  whose  birth 
took  place  in  Michigan,  July  31,  1867.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Martha  B., 

Clara  L.  and  Louis  C. 

Mr.  Sanglier  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Plain  township,  comprising  1 20 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  land,  upon  which  are 
many  improvements,  and  a very  large  brick  resi- 
dence, in  which  the  family  make  their  home. 
The  Sanglier  family  is  well  known  throughout 
the  county  as  wealthy  and  influential  people,  and 
our  subject,  by  his  industry  and  progressive  meth- 
ods, is  rapidly  adding  to  his  already  large  posses- 
sions. He  is  popular  throughout  the  community. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

Jesse  Hager,  one  of  the  most  prominent  rep- 
resentatives of  the  commercial  interests  in  this 
county,  was  born  March  22,  1865,  in  the  town 
of  Bloomville,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of 
Christian  and  Mary  (Snyder)  Hager,  the  latter 
of  whom  is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  only  a boy  when  his  parents 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  he  was  reared  on 
the  old  family  homestead  in  Jackson  township. 
T here  he  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  and  de- 
veloping the  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  otherwise 
improving  the  property.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  home 
:»ih1  entered  the  employ  of  the  W.  I-'.  Dewey 
Company,  of  Hoytville,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  about  a year.  He  next  secured  a clerkship 
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in  the  company’s  store,  where  he  remained  about 
three  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  bookkeeper,  and  also  made  manager  of 
the  store.  Since  that  time  he  has  done  all  the 
buying  for  the  store,  paid  all  the  employes,  and 
has  not  onl}’  gained  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
pany but  also  won  a high  position  in  commercial 
circles,  and  is  now  one  of  the  stockholders  and 
directors  in  the  business.  He  has  the  faculty  of 
ably  managing  and  directing  others,  and  his  just 
treatment  has  gained  him  the  respect  of  his  em- 
ployes, and  the  confidence  of  his  patrons. 

On  June  20,  1880,  in  Hoytville,  Mr.  Hager 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  f. 
Dennis, who  was  born  in  1 870  near  Findlay,  Ohio. 
They  made  their  home  in  Hoytville,  and  occu- 
pied a high  position  in  social  circles,  making 
many  friends,  and  Mrs.  Hager's  decease,  which 
occurred  April  20,  1896,  after  an  illness  of  four 
years,  was  widely  mourned.  She  was  buried  in 
the  McComb  (Hancock  county)  cemetery. 

In  addition  to  his  other  property  Mr.  Hager 
owns  a third  interest  in  the  Hoytville  opera  house, 
and  a half  interest  in  a large  grain  elevator.  He 
is  truly  a self-made  man,  and  has  not  a dollar 
that  he  has  not  himself  honestly  earned. 
His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Demo- 
; cratic  party,  and  he  is  a wise  counselor  and 
able  leader  in  its  ranks.  He  has  been  hon- 
| ored  with  a number  of  local  offices,  for  four 
years  capably  served  as  mayor  of  Hoytville,  has 
also  been  township  clerk  and  township  trustee, 
i and  is  now  the  efficient  postmaster,  and  treasurer 
of  the  corporation,  also  of  the  school  district 
and  township.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  of  Hoytville. 

1.  S.  Bowers,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  phy- 
sicians  of  Perrysburg,  was  born  in  Canada  West, 
now  the  province  of  Ontario,  December  14,  1856. 
Jacob  Bowers,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
j Pennsvlvania,  and  by  occupation  a lumber  deal- 
er, ow  ning  large  tracts  of  land  in  this  country 
and  in  Canada,  and  operating  a number  of  saw  - 
mills. He  made  frequent  trips  to  Canada,  and 
at  one  time  took  up  his  residence  there,  and  passed 
his  last  years  in  Ontario,  where  he  died.  His 
son,  Isaac  \V. , our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1824,  and  on  arriving  at  matur- 
ity engaged  in  his  father’s  business,  to  which  he 
succeeded  at  the  death  of  the  latter.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Camp,  a Canadian  lady,  who  was 
two  vears  his  junior,  and  for  some  years  they  re- 
sided in  that  country,  removing  to  Michigan  when 
our  subject  was  four  years  old.  In  1876  he  came 
to  Perrysburg,  where  the  family  resided  until 


* ,■> 


■ . ' . • " ■ ■ ' . 

. . . 


574 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1887.  in  which  year  he  moved  to  Ypsilanti, 
Mich.,  where  he  died  suddenly  September  22, 
1893.  He  was  a highly  esteemed  citizen,  a 
consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in 
politics  a stanch  Democrat.  He  left  a widow 
and  six  children,  viz.:  Parmelia,  the  widow  of 

A.  F.  Shepard,  formerly  tjf  Toledo,  Ohio,  who 
was  killed  in  a railway  accident  at  that  city  ; Cor- 
delia, the  wife  of  W.  M.  Thompson,  of  Owosso, 
Mich. ; Frances  Mary,  who  married  Edward  Har- 
ris, of  Monroe  count}7,  Mich.  ; I.  S.,  our  subject; 
Freeman  E.,  a prominent  young  attorney  of  Per- 
rysburg;  and  Estella  ].,  one  of  the  most  popular 
young  ladies  of  the  best  circles  of  Perrysburg 
social  life. 

Dr.  Bowers  received  his  elementary  education 
in  the  Michigan  district  schools,  later  attending 
the  high  schools  at  Perrysburg  and  Monroe.  At 
an  early  age  he  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  an  uncle  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. , but  on 
his  father’s  removal  to  Perrysburg  he  became  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  “wood-pulp”  business, 
which  he  continued  for  two  years,  when  he  re- 
sumed his  studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Rheinfrank,  of  Perrysburg.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  1881,  and  at 
once  located  at  his  home,  where  his  wide  ac- 


vantage  not  to  be  found  among  strangers.  He 
had  previously  practiced  as  an  under-graduate 
with  his  preceptor,  and  from  the  first  he  has  met 
with  encouraging  success,  his  practice  increasing  ' 
in  value  and  extent  each  year. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  one  of  Perrys-  j 
burg’s  amiable  daughters,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Sophia  Witzler,  who  was  born  in  March,  1856, 
and  they  have  two  children.  Merlin  and  Helen. 
In  politics  the  Doctdr  follows  the  faith  of  his 
father,  voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  is  president  of  the  board  of  pen- 
sion examiners  of  Wood  county.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , P'ort  Meigs  Lodge,  1 
and  has  passed  the  chairs,  and  the  Iv.  of  P. , in 
which  latter  organization  also  he  has  passed  all 
the  chairs,  been  chancellor  of  Perrysburg  Lodge, 
and  is  now  serving  as  deputy  grand  chancellor. 
He  holds  high  rank  among  his  professional  breth- 
ren, and  belongs  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Associa- 
tion. the  Ohio  State  Medical  Association,  and  the 
Wood  County  Medical  Society. 

John  A.  Stearns,  a wealthy,  retired  agricult- 
urist, residing  in  Bowling  Green,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  July  6.  1839,  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  a son  of  Justus  Stearns. 


John  A.  Stearns  was  about  twelve  years  old 
when  his  father  moved  to  Perry  township,  and 
his  boyhood  was  mainly  spent  in  the  hard  toil  of 
clearing  his  father's  two  farms,  and  helping  in 
tire  sawmills,  so  that  his  educational  opportunities 
were  quite  limited.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  for  one  hundred  days, 

| and  at  the  end  of  the  term  carne  home. 

On  January  1,  1862,  Mr.  Stearns  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Myers,  a native  of  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  born  February  5,  1842.  They 

| have  had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  living: 
Elmer,  born  November  20,  1862,  a farmer  and  oil 
pumper  at  Bays,  married  Miss  Naomi  Buvinger, 
j and  has  one  child — Flora;  William  S.,  born 
! October  31,  1S65,  married  Miss  Minnie  White, 
and  they  live  in  Liberty  township:  Charles,  born 
May  24,  1S68,  married  Miss  Lillie  Lashway,  and 
they  have  one  child — Lawrence;  Frank,  born 
July  4,  1870,  married  Miss  Estelle  Parker,  and 
they  have  one  child  -Helen;  and  Alma,  born 
September  8.  1872,  died  October  2,  1873.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stearns  also  reared  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Ada  Daily,  who  was  born  February  11, 
1868.  She  married  Fred  Hendricks,  of  Plain 
township,  and  they  have  one  child — Ina. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stearns  lived  for  two 
years  on  a farm  in  Perry  township,  and  later 
moved  to  Plain  township,  where  he  now  owns 
300  acres  of  land  which  is  given  to  general  farm- 
ing. At  the  present  time  he  is  also  interested 
largely  in  oil  producing.  After  living  at  the  farm 
for  over  thirty-three  years,  Mr.  Stearns  and  his 
wife  moved  to  Bowling  Green  to  enjoy  the  wealth 
which  has  come  to  them  during  their  vears  of 
effort.  They  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Bowling  Green.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  held  an  in- 
fluential place  in  the  party  councils  for  many 
years,  and  was  for  six  years  a trustee  of  Plain 
township.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  641,  I.  O.  O.  F. . the  G.  A.  R. , Neibling  Post 
— both  of  Weston. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stearns  is  a daughter  of  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  (Parks)  Myers,  both  natives  of 
Hampshire  county,  W.  Va.,  where  they  were 
married,  and  afterward,  in  [839,  moved  to  Ohio, 
the  journey  being  made  in  a covered  wagon. 
There  were  born  to  them  eight  children,  viz.: 
William,  Samuel.  Lambert  and  John,  all  of  whom 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  Samuel  and  John  veter- 
anizing (they  camped  one  winter  on  or  m ar  tiuur 
grandfather's  farm  in  West  Virginia;  many  of 
their  relatives  served  in  the  Confederate  arm\  . 
Evaline,  wife  of  B.  Jones;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Anna,  Mrs.  C.  Wooley , and  Camilla. 
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wife  of  Joseph  Davis.  There  was  also  an  adopted 
son,  named  Sidney  Brows,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  the  family  thus  (the  sons-in-law  hav- 
ing also  joined  the  army)  giving  no  less  than  nine 
able-bodied  men  to  the  Union  cause. 

On  arriving  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Myers  took  up  gov- 
ernment land  in  Crawford  county,  where  he  lived 
from  i S 39  till  1866,  in  which  latter  year  he  re- 
moved to  Missouri  where  he  died  in  1879,  his 
wife  in  1870.  His  father,  William  Myers,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania;  the  father  of  Mrs.  Myers, 
Samuel  Parks,  was  a minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church, in  Virginia.  In  his  political  preferences, 
Mr.  Myers  was  an  ardent  Whig,  later  a no  less 
zealous  Republican,  and  a true  friend  to  the 
bondman,  his  Ohio  home  being  for  a long  time 
known  as  an  “Underground  railroad  station," 
where  fugitive  slaves  were  cared  for  and  given  a 
lift  on  their  desperate  “run  to  Canada.'’  In 
addition  to  his  prominence  as  a successful  agri- 
culturist in  Crawford  count}’,  he  acted  as  guardian 
for  many  estates,  so  great  was  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  by  the  people,  and  he  served  with 
much  ability  and  characteristic  fidelity  in  various 
public  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  that  of  county  commissioner, 
an  incumbency  he  filled  for  several  years.  No 
one  was  better  known  in  Crawford  county,  and 
w hen  he  left  no  one  was  more  missed  than  Josiah 
Myers. 

Justus  Stearns  (deceased).  As  one  of  the 
pioneer  agriculturists  of  Wood  county,  a good 
citizen,  and  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness man,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  held  for 
many  years  a prominent  place  in  the  community 
with  which  his  activities  identified  him.  The 
family  of  which  he  was  a worthy  representative 
is  an  old  one,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  numer- 
ous branches  in  this  country  could  all  be  traced 
to  three  brothers,  Isaac,  Charles  and  Nathaniel 
Stearne,  who  came  from  England  in  the  ship 
“Arabella”  with  Gov.  Winthrop,  and  landed  at 
Salem,  Mass.,  June  12,  1630.  The  spelling  of 
the  name  has  been  changed  by  many  from  the 
original  Sterne  to  Stearns,  Stcrnes,  Sterns,  Stains 
or  Stearnes.  Richard  Sterne,  Archbishop  of 
York  during  the  reign  of  James  II.  was  of  this 
same  family  in  England. 

The  late  Justus  Stearns  was  born  in  Clifford 
township,  Allegheny  Co.,  Penn.,  July  S,  1810, 
where  his  grandfather,  John  and  \\  illiam  Stearns, 
Silas  Otis  and  James  Stearns,  w ho  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  had  settled  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  John  Stearns  reared  a large 
family,  among  whom  was  a son  James,  our  sub- 


| ject's  father,  who  was  born  August  5,  1777.  The 
j family  moved  to  Pennsylvania  a few  years  later, 
l where  John  Stearns  died,  his  wife  surviving  him 
! several  years,  and  dying  at  the  age  of  eight} 

1 years.  James  Stearns  was  married  in  Allegheny 
| county,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Abilene  Hardin,  a daneh- 
: ter  of  Amos  Hardin,  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
! where  our  subject  was  born,  remaining  there  un- 
til the  fall  of  1822,  when  he  moved  to  a farm 
near  Bloomingdaie,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  his 
household  goods  being  transported  by  an  ox-team 
in  primitive  fashion.  He  died  there  of  lung  dis- 
ease, May  5,  1837,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
until  in  September  1861,  when  she  died  in 
Berrien  county,  Mich.,  at  the  home  of  their 
i youngest  son.  Both  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  While  he  made  a comfortable  liv- 
ing, he  was  not  a man  to  accumulate  great  wealth, 
nor  did  he  possess  the  robust  physique  with 
which  his  sons  were  endowed.  Pen  children 
were  born  to  this  estimable  pioneer  couple,  the 
; names  with  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows: 
Lydia,  January  6,  1804  married  James  \\  eiis, 

1 and  died  in  Berrien  county,  Mich.  ,:  Amos,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1S06  (he  was  a farmer  in  Trov  township, 
DeKalb  Co.,  Ind.,  where  he  died).  Phcebe.  Jan- 
uary 21,  1808  (married  Hiram  Stevens,  and  died 
: in  what  is  now  Morrow  county,  Ohio) ; Justus. 
July  8,  1810;  William,  February  17,  1814  he 
was  a farmer  in  Chautauqua  county,  Kans. . and 
died  there);  Rhoda.  February  16.  1817  (married 
Asa  Fields,  and  moved  to  Utah,  where  she  died;; 
Masena,  March  24,  1819  (married,  first  William 
Hebbert,  and,  second,  Dayton  Mills,  and  died  in 
Berrien  county,  Mich.,  November  29,  1895'; 
Wealthy,  October  22,  1821  .married  Wilburn 
Herbert  (deceased.,  and  resides  at  Bloomdale  ; 
Silas,  March  15,  1823  (died  in  Berrien  countv. 
Mich.);  and  Otis,  in  Februarv,  1829  (J:e  is 
now  a farmer  in  Berrien  county).  With  the  ex- 
ception of  Amos,  all  of  the  sons  followed  the  po- 
litical faith  of  their  father,  and  were  Old-line 
Whigs. 

Justus  Stearns  attended  school  at  his  native 
place  for  some  years,  but  at  the  age  of  twvh  . in 
came  to  the  new  farm  in  Ohio,  where  the  hard 
toil  of  pioneer  life  occupied  his  time.  He  was  a 
strong,  robust  boy,  and,  his  parents  being  poor, 
lie  often  worked  hard  and  late  to  obtain  needed 
articles  of  clothing.  Ilis  only  capital  was  a 
strong  constitution  and  a mind  (ertilein resources, 
but  he  managed  to  make  his  way  in  life  and  attain 
more  than  an  « >j  a i 1 1 1 1 \ 

was  married,  March  1,  1832,  m Richland  c ami}, 
to  his  first  wife,  Miss  Sarah.  A Davis,  ami  in  tin 
following  year  he  moved  to  Wood  count'  with 
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his  wife  and  one  child.  Mary  J.,  and  entered 
land  in  Section  31,  Montgomery  township.  He 
made  his  home  there  in  the  midst  of  the  wilder- 
ness, building  his  first  cabin  on  the  east  branch 
of  the  Portage  river,  and  many  years  of  toil  and 
privation  were  undergone  before  the  forest  be- 
came a well-ordered  farm.  Five  children  were 
born  to  his  first  marriage:  Mary  ].,  July  28, 
1833  (now  the  widow  of  J.  H.  Bucher,  of  Perry 
township);  Silas  D.,  August  9,  1 S 3 5 (resides  in 
the  State  of  Washington);  James  H.,  September 

9,  1837  (died  in  Perry  township  in  May, 
1S60);  John  A.,  July  6,  1839  (now  resides  in 
Bowling  Green);  Orrin,  May  9,  1S41  (died  in 
Perry  township).  The  mother  of  these  died 
April  12,  1843,  and  was  buried  in  West  Mill- 
grove  cemetery.  On  July  3,  1843,  Mr.  Stearns 
was  married,  near  Greensburg,  Sandusky  county, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Cross,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren: Sarah  A.,  the  widow  of  Wilson  Patterson, 
of  Weston,  who  died  July  18,  1894:  Newton  and 
Nelson,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  a farmer  in 
Plain  township,  the  latter  deceased  in  infancy; 
and  two  other  children  who  died  at  an  early  age. 
The  mother  died  July  28,  1S50,  and  on  October 

10,  1850,  Mr.  Stearns  married  Miss  Mary  Hall, 

a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born  January  12, 
1822,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Mills)  Hall. 
Her  great-grandfather  came  from  Ireland  at  an 
early  date.  Five  sons  and  two  daughters  were 
born  of  this  union:  Josiah  H.,  a prosperous 

farmer,  of  Perry  township;  Benton,  a farmer  of 
Weston  township;  J.  D.  and  C.  D..  prominent 
farmers  of  Perry  township,  and  Wilson  E. , a 
well-known  farmer  of  Plain  township;  Belle  and 
Laura  died  in  childhood.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  April  16,  18S7,  and  was  buried  in 
Weston.  On  July  17,  1888,  Mr  Stearns  was 
united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  for  the  fourth 
time,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Marv  A.  Keyes,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Schooley;  she  had  been  twice 
married,  first  to  a Mr.  Silverwood,  and.  second,  to 
Samuel  Keyes.  She  survives,  and  now  resides 
in  Bowling  Green,  in  an  elegant  residence  com- 
pleted shortly  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Stearns. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  Mr.  Stearns  moved  to 
West  Millgrove  and  built  the  first  hotel  in  that 
place;  but  not  liking  that  business  he  soon  gave  it 
up.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he  traded  his  first 
farm  to  R.  W . Kelly  for  a farm  in  Perry  town- 
ship, and  some  money  to  boot.  Here  he  lived 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  adding  to  his  posses- 
sions from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  over  700 
acres.  Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  B O. 
railroad  through  Deshler,  Ohio,  Mr.  Stearns  and 
his  sons,  J.  H.  and  S.  D.,  became  interested  in 


a town  site  there,  and  in  various  industries,  rner- 
* cantile  and  manufacturing,  and  also  in  a hotel 
enterprise,  all  of  them  requiring  an  outlay  of 
I many  thousands  of  dollars.  The  ventures  were 
attended  with  success  for  a time,  but  later  proved 
I a failure,  leaving  heav}r  obligations  to  be  met.  A 
| forced  sale  of  his  extensive  property  would  have 
: caused  serious  loss,  but  with  rare  business  sagac- 
ity he  devised  a way  out  of  his  difficulty.  He 
sold  to  his  sons,  J.  H.  and  S.  D.,  some  of  his  real 
estate  located  in  Perry  township  for  a good  price, 
taking  their  notes,  and,  as  they  were  of  the  ener- 
| getic,  clear-headed  sort  who  can  make  the  most 
of  a chance  when  they  get  it,  they  promptly  paid 
their  notes  as  they  matured,  enabling  him  to  pay 
S his  debts  without  serious  inconvenience,  the  whole 
i business  reflecting  credit  on  all  concerned.  Mr. 

Stearns  possessed  great  foresight,  and  the  debts 
J of  his  own  contracting  were  never  the  source  of 
I any  trouble  to  him,  his  temporary  reverses  being 
caused  through  entanglement  with  the  affairs  of 
j others.  In  1885  he  moved  to  Plain  township, 

; where  he  had  bought  a large  tract  of  land,  which 
I was  supposed  to  be  worthless,  but  he  improved 
it  and  sold  it  at  a handsome  profit.  His  last 
i years  were  spent  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
died  September  8,  1S8S,  and  his  remains  now 
rest  beside  those  of  his  third  wife,  at  Weston. 
He  was  a man  of  great  vitality  and  strength,  and 
; his  feats  of  lifting  at  “raisings,’  in  his  prime, 

I were  remarkable.  For  over  fifty  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Disciples  Church,- to  which  he  con- 
tributed liberally,  and  he  was  throughout  his  life 
! a leader  in  any  enterprise  or  movement  which 
appealed  to  his  judgment  as  likely  to  benefit  the 
j community. 

Herman  Mannhardt,  native  of  Wurttemberg, 
Germany,  was  born  May  17,  1846;  entered  the 
common  schools  of  his  country  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  the  Latin  or  high  school  at  seven,  and 
completed  the  course  when  fourteen  years  old 
He  then  immediately  began  the  study  of  medi- 
- cine  with  his  father.  Dr.  F.  Mannhardt;  at  six- 
teen entered  the  standing  army,  was  promoted 
from  step  to  step  to  assistant  surgeon,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  during  the  Austrio-Prussian 
campaign  of  1866.  He  took  his  discharge  in 
1867,  and  immediately  came  to  Gallon,  Ohio, 
where  he  practiced  medicine  with  his  father  until 
186S,  when  he  came  to  Custar,  and  has  resided 
and  practiced  his  profession  there  ever  since  In 
1876  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  took  a course  of  lec- 
tures and  graduated. 

In  1870  Dr.  Mannhardt  was  married  to  Louisa 
Wingert.  Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a Knight 
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Templar  and  Iv.  P. ; politically  he  is  a Democrat. 
He  has  been  mayor  of  Custar  ten  consecutive 
rears,  and  for  twenty  years  clerk  of  the  board  of 
education. 

J.  H.  Stearns.  This  prominent  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Perry  township  is  a member  of 
the  well-known  family  of  that  name  in  the  county, 
and  of  which  a sketch  appears  on  a preceding 
page. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Perry  township,  No- 
vember 8,  1851,  the  eldest  child  of  Justus  and 
Mary  (Hall)  Stearns.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  locality,  and  he  was 
brought  up  on  the  same  farm  which  he  now 
owns  and  resides  on.  On  September  17,  1871,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Mary  Wininger,  who  was  born  in  Loudon  town- 
ship, Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  October  9,  1853.  The 
young  couple  went  to  housekeeping  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Stearns’ father.  The  T.  & O.  C.  railroad 
was  then  in  progress  of  construction,  and  Mr. 
Stearns,  Sr.,  had  a contract  for  grading  which  he 
sub-let  to  our  subject,  on  the  completion  of  which 
the  latter  received  in  pay  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Jackson  township,  this  county.  About  1S74  or 
1875,  soon  after  the  B.  &:  O.  R.  R.  was  put 
through  to  Deshler,  Mr.  Stearns  bought  land  ex- 
tensively near  that  place,  eighty  acres  of  which 
he  platted  in  town  lots,  and  sold  to  an  advantage. 
During  his  residence  at  Deshler,  which  was  about 
three  years,  he  was  engaged  in  filling  contracts 
for  ditching,  timber,  etc.,  and  at  the  end  of  this 
time  he  returned  to  Perry  township,  and  bought 
120  acres  of  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 
His  various  investments  had  brought  in  a large 
amount  of  money,  but  owing  to  his  kindness  in 
going  security  and  bail  for  people  who  left  him  to 
pay  their  indebtedness,  he  lost  a considerable 
portion  of  his  property.  He  now,  however,  is 
the  owner  of  210  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Wood  county,  and  is  prospering  as  a 
man  of  his  indomitable  courage  and  perseverance 
is  bound  to  do.  In  spite  of  his  adverse  fortune 
at  times,  he  has  known  no  such  word  as  discour- 
agement, and  has  at  once  set  about  remedying 
any  disaster  that  might  overtake  him.  In  an 
expressive  Western  phrase  he  is  a “hustler,'’ 
and  h as  not  a superior  in  the  township  for  ability 
to  succeed  in  what  he  undertakes.  “ Cy,”  as  he 
is  familiarly  known,  is  popular  throughout  his 
community,  and  has  many  warm  friends,  who 
admire  his  industry,  go-aheadativeness  and  cheer- 
ful disposition. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stearns  is  a Republican,  and 
has  served  his  township  three  terms  as  assessor. 
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! Pie  has  also  been  the  treasurer  of  the  township  . 

* 

i but  has  refused  a re-election.  Pie  is  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  at  Salem,  in  which  he 
has  held  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  He  is  a 
liberal  contributor,  not  only  to  his  own  Church, 
but  to  other  religious  denominations,  and  has 
assisted  in  the  organization  and  building  of 
; various  religious  and  other  institutions.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  at 
Fostoria. 

To  Mr.  Stearns  and  his  wife  came  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Emma  J.,  born  December  29, 

1874;  John  A.,  born  June  23,  1878;  Wilber  H.. 
born  October  11,  1880;  Alice  PE,  born  April  14, 
18S4;  and  Justus,  born  September  4,  1S86. 

The  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed  to  her  final 
rest  October  2,  1894,  and  was  buried  in  the 

cemetery  at  F’ostoria.  She  was  a most  estima- 
ble woman,  and  a consistent  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  Her  departure  was  deeplv 
mourned  by  fwr  family,  but  Mr.  Stearns  is 
i devoted  to  his  children,  and  endeavors  to  rill  the 
place  of  the  departed  one  by  unremitting  atten- 
| tion  to  their  comfort  and  interest  in  their  welfare. 

C.  F.  Munger,  a farmer  of  wide  reputation 
| in  Perry  township,  is  a native  of  Brunswick 
township,  Medina  county,  where  he  was  born 
August  6,  1842,  his  parents  being  Caleb  and 
Anna  (Fairfield)  Munger. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  went  to 
school  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  to  which  place 
his  parents  moved  when  he  was  six  years  old. 
He  was  reared  to  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and,  as 
he  was  an  only  son,  was  early  taught  the  rudi- 
| ments  of  the  work.  He  lived  at  home  until 
October,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  55th  O.  V.  I.,  to  which  he  was  transferred 
from  Company  F.  at  his  request.  He  served 
continuously  with  his  regiment,  in  which  he 
played  the  cornet,  until,  in  Louisville,  Ky  , lie 
; suffered  from  a partial  sunstroke,  and  was  taken 
to  Perry  township  by  Orrin  Stearns,  where  he 
was  ill  for  some  time.  He  first  enlisted  for  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  re-enlisting 
I for  the  remainder  of  the  war.  Owing  to  his  bad 
health  he  sought  other  work  than  that  of  farm- 
ing, but  none  suited  him  so  well,  and  he  returned 
home  and  went  to  work  for  his  father. 

On  September  26,  1S09,  he  was  married,  in 
Perry  township,  to  Miss  Amanda  Stewart,  who 
was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Penn.,  Februarv 
5,  1847.  Her  parents.  Samuel  and  Mar\  M 
; (Renner)  Stewart,  came  to  W ood  county  in  1 8 a 
j 'Fhe  father  was  a tailor  in  ins  younger  days,  later 
taking  up  farming.  He  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio 


. 

' 
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at  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls.  Our  sub- 
ject went  to  housekeeping  on  the  home  farm 
after  his  marriage,  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father,  which  continued  until  about  j 
1888,  when  he  paid  off  the  other  heirs  and  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  eighty  acres;  he  has 
since  added  to  this,  now  owning  1 10  acres.  In 
1862  a substantial  brick  residence  was  built,  and  j 
here  our  subject  lives,  his  father  living  with  him. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munger  are  the  parents  of  four, 
children,  namely:  Edith,  now  Mrs.  Lemuel  Good, 
of  Seneca  county;  Anna  L. , who  married  John 
Strawman,  of  Seneca  county;  and  Raymond  and 
Charles  P.,  both  residing  at  home. 

Mr.  Munger  has  always  been  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  has  served  as  trustee  of  Perry  town- 
ship, and  two  terms  as  assessor.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  director  of  School  District  No.  1. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Munger  is 
Stewart. 

Caleb  Munger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  November  6,  1S02,  and  the 
mother  in  Massachusetts  in  1803.  Both  were 
school  teachers,  and  received  a fair  education. 
They  moved  to  Brecksville  township,  Cuyahoga 
county,  whence  they  went  to  Brunswick,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio,  then  to  Liberty  township,  Seneca 
county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S59  they  came  to 
Perry  township,  where  Mr.  Munger  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  25,  about  thirty -five 
of  which  were  cleared,  and  on  which  were  a log 
house  and  barn.  Here  Mrs.  Munger  died  in 
1882,  and  was  buried  in  Fostoria.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  couple,  Ann  S.,  now  the  wife 
of  W.  P.  Dicken,  of  Seneca  county,  andoursub- 
ject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munger  were  brought  up  in 
the  Congregational  faith;  but  when  they  came  to 
Seneca  county  there  was  no  such  denomination 
in  their  vicinity,  so  they  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  they  were  original  members  in 
Fostoria. 

Politically  Mr.  Munger  was  originally  a Whig 
and  Know-Nothing,  later  joining  the  Republican 
ranks.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  Ouincy 
Adams.  He  has  voted  for  every  President  since 
that  time,  and  has  never  missed  an  election. 
He  has  never  sought  office,  but  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
is  a well-preserved  man  for  his  advanced  years. 
When  eighty-one  years  old  he  broke  his  right  leg, 
but  in  four  weeks  was  able  to  walk  around — an 
exhibition  of  remarkable  vitality.  He  was  reared 
as  a farmer's  boy,  his  father  owning  a small  farm, 


and  obtaining  a living  by  the  hardest  kind  of 
work.  Mr.  Munger  was  employed  in  burning 
charcoal,  cutting  hoop-poles,  etc.  The  Munger 
family  is  remarkable  for  its  longevity:  The  father 
of  our  subject  is  over  ninety -three;  one  of  his 
sisters  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-five,  and  another 
at  ninety-three,  while  a third  lived  to  be  eighty- 
seven.  Edward,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  is  living 
in  Chicago  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Henry  Pabgham,  an  intelligent  and  energetic 
farmer,  and  a substantial  and  reliable  citizen  of 
Perry  township,  having  his  home  in  Section  26, 
was  born  in  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  Septem- 
ber-19,  1 S29,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Underdown)  Padgham.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  England.  January  29,  1794,  decided  to 
seek  a home  in  the  United  States  with  the  hope 
| of  bettering  his  financial  condition,  and  conse- 
! quently,  in  the  spring  of  1851,  he  started  with 
part  of  his  family  for  the  New  World,  including 
the  following  members:  Joseph,  of  Farmington, 

N.  Y. ; Walter,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Iowa; 

| Elizabeth,  who  was  married,  and  died  in  Mich- 
igan; Philip,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Alle- 
gan, Mich. ; David,  an  agriculturist  of  Manches- 
ter, N.  Y. ; Annie,  wife  of  N.  Aldrich,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  , and  Alfred,  who  died  cn  route,  and 
was  buried  at  sea.  Two  sons,  Thomas  and  John, 
had  preceded  the  family,  coming  in  1845,  and 
were  living  in  New  York  State,  while  our  subject 
and  his  brother  William  did  not  arrive  in  this 
country  until  1853.  In  the  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren all  but  two  grew  to  adult  age.  Until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  in  1863,  the  father  made  his 
home  in  the  Empire  State,  and  then  came  to 
Perry  township,  and  lived  with  our  subject  for 
awhile.  Life  seemed  to  lose  its  charm  for  him 
after  the  deaih  of  his  wife,  and  he  died  in  Mich- 
igan at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  had 
three  brothers  who  lived  to  be  over  eighty- three 
years  of  age — John,  who  died  in  Australia:  Jo- 
seph, who  passed  away  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
! ject:  and  William,  who  died  in  England.  In 
politics  the  father  was  an  ardent  Republican 

In  the  common  schools  of  England  Henry 
Padgham  received  his  education  before  his  twelfth 
year,  and  as  a farmer  boy  he  worked  until  eight- 
een years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  enlisted  in 
the  standing  army  of  Great  Britain  for  twelve 
years,  but  before  the  expiration  of  that  term  con- 
cluded to  come  to  America,  where  their  famih 
was  then  living,  and  bought  his  release  for 
twenty-five  pounds,  English  money,  or  81 
He  hail  served  for  five  years  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  days,  a portion  of  the  time  in  Lon- 
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don  and  in  other  parts  of  England.  On  July  31, 
1853.  he  and  a brother.  William,  took  passage 
on  the  “Patrick  Henry,”  which  landed  them  at 
New  York,  September  7,  following,  and  from 
there  they  went  to  Farmington,  the  same  State, 
where  their  parents  were  then  living.  For  four 
years  our  subject  worked  as  a farm  hand  near 
that  place,  after  which  he  located  near  Fostoria,  ; 
Ohio,  where  his  brothers,  William  and  Thomas, 
were  residing.  For  eighteen  years  the  former 
was  employed  by  C.  W.  Foster. 

The  first  home  of  Mr.  Padgham  in  Wood 
county  was  with  his  brother  Thomas,  whom  he 
helped  to  clear  his  farm  during  the  first  year,  and 
later  worked  as  fireman  in  Crocker's  mill,  at  Fos- 
toria. On  November  27,  i860,  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  26,  Perry  township, 
only  about  nine  acres  of  which  had  been  cleared, 
and  a log  cabin  constituted  the  improvements. 
He  had  secured  the  land  from  William  Jones,  and 
had  gone  in  debt  for  half  the  amount,  but  he 
went  earnestly  to  work,  and  each  season  saw  more 
of  the  land  ready  for  cultivation.  He  now  has 
fifty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,,  upon  which  are 
good  and  substantial  buildings,  but  for  the  past 
five  years  he  has  left  its  cultivation  to  others,  and 
now  practically  lives  retired  from  active  farm 
work. 

At  Victor,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y..  in  November, 
1857,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Julia  Padgham,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  England. 
She  died  on  September  27,  1883,  from  paralysis, 
and  was  buried  at  Fostoria.  Mr.  Padgham  later 
wedded  Rachel  A.  Huff,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child — Ruth  M.  The  mother  died  October  28, 
1886,  and  was  also  interred  at  Fostoria. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Padgham  was  elected  captain  of 
the  Home  Militia,  and  on  May  2.  1S64,  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  doing  guard  duty 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  until  mustered  out  in  the 
following  August  at  the  close  of  his  term.  He 
supported  the  Republican  party  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  an  ardent  Prohibitionist, 
and  has  served  as  trustee  of  Perry  township. 
For  tw'enty-six  years  he  has  been  a sincere  and 
earnest  Christian,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  to  all  worthy  objects  contributes  lib- 
erally of  his  means. 

D.  E.  Coe,  one  of  the  pioneer  citizens  of 
Perry  township,  was  born  in  Frederick  county, 
Md.,  June  24,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  (Soudcr)  Coe. 

Mrs.  Coe  died  in  Frederick  county,  Md.,  leav- 
ing one  child,  our  subject.  Mr.  Coe  married  a 
second  time  in  Maryland,  and  this  wife  died  in 


I that  State,  September  12,  1833,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Coe  married  again,  and  left  Mary- 
land for  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  over  the  National 
pike,  in  a large  wagon  drawn  by  four  horses 
(Pennsylvania  style).  He  arrived,  October  2. 
1833,  one  mile  east  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  had 
previously  bought  240  acres  of  land,  and  on  which 
was  a log  cabin  There  Mr.  Coe  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one.  He  wras  the  father  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  but  two  survive,  D.  E.  and  Caro- 
line, now  the  widow  of  Thomas  Shaur,  of  Seneca 
county. 

Our  subject  attended  the  subscription  schools 
of  Maryland,  and  did  not  have  as  good  an  oppor- 
tunity forgetting  an  education  as  did  his  brothers 
or  half-brothers.  He  was  reared  to  the  duties 
of  a farmer  boy,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Seneca 
countyg  March  24,  1842,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Margaret  Hyter,  who  was  born,  March  25,  1S24. 
in  Frederick  county,  Md.,  and  who  is  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Koons)  Hyter.  Mr.  D.  E. 
Coe  rented  land  in  Scipio  township,  Seneca 
county,  for  two  years,  when,  in  the  spring  of 
1844,  he  bought  140  acres  in  Section  13,  Perrv 
township.  The  land  was  wet  and  full  of  stumps, 
and  contained  a log  house  18x24  feet.  The 
forests  were  in  their  primitive  state,  and  there 
were  no  roads  in  the  vicinity.  This  portion  of 
nature’s  wilderness  Mr.  Coe  has  transformed  into 
a most  desirable  farm,  and  to-day  has  240  acres 
of  fine  land,  on  which  he  has  built  a comfortable 
home,  with  the  accompanying  barns,  bins,  etc. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe’s  children  are:  Clarinda,  who 

married  George  P.  Peebles,  of  Noble  county 
Ind. ; Emma,  now  the  widow  of  John  Guier,  of 
Perry  township;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  S.  S.  Dicken. 
who  lives  near  Kendallville,  Ind.;  Laura  married 
V.  D.  Newcomb,  and  died  in  Seneca  county: 
Alice  is  now  Mrs.  Luther  Stewart,  of  Marion 
county,  Ohio;  Walter  died  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
four  years;  H.  L.  is  a farmer  of  Perry  township: 
Belle  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Cochard,  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio;  Charles  is  farming  in  Perry  town- 
ship. Mr.  Coe  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  as  township  trustee,  and  has  been 
school  director  for  twelve  years.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  also  trustee.  He  has  been  a success- 
ful farmer,  and  is  spending  his  later  years  in 
peace  and  quiet. 

Benjamin  P.  Sears,  a well-known  ft  t 
grower  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Lenpicns 
countv,  N.  5.,  November  7,  1819. 

His  grandfather.  Eli  Sears,  was  an  agricult- 
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urist  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y. , and  had  two 
sons,  David  F. , oar  subject's  father,  and  Thomas 
B.  The  former  was  born  in  1791,  and  married 
at  an  early  age  to  Miss  Saliie  Pine,  a native  of 
the  same  county.  He  was  drafted  during  the 
war  of  1S12,  but  his  brother,  who  was  not  then 
married,  took  his  place.  He  returned  home  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  settled  in  Tompkins 
county,  where  he  married  and  reared  a family  of 
twelve  children.  Our  subject’s  parents  moved  to 
Tompkins  county,  after  their  marriage,  traveling 
in  a primitive  vehicle  drawn  by  a pair  of  steers. 
They  cleared  a farm  in  the  woods,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  and  died.  Mr. 
Sears  died  in  1872,  aged  eightv-one  years,  two 
months  and  twelve  days.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren: Almarin,  and  George  \Y.,  who  died  in 

Tompkins  county;  B P.,  our  subject;  AdalineE., 
who  married,  first,  John  Woodworth,  and  then 
Cyrus  Barber;  Franklin,  who  died  in  New  York 
State;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Terry  Smith,  of 
Seneca  count)',  X.  Y. ; Jane,  who  married  A.  Y. 
McKeel,  of  Tompkins  county,  X.  Y.;  and  De- 
Witt  C.,  a resident  of  Grand  Detour,  111.  Two 
other  children  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  obtaining  his  education  in  a subscrip- 
tion school  held  in  a log  house.  May  15,  1S48, 
he  married  Miss  Elvira  Shannon,  a native  of 
Seneca  county,  born  January  15,  1827.  Pre- 
vious to  his  marriage  he  had  clerked  in  a store 
for  a year,  but  the  young  couple  settled  at  once 
upon  a farm  near  the  old  home,  where  they  re- 
mained a number  of  years.  Mr.  Sears  then  sold 
his  land  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  but 
lost  everything  by  fire  in  1876.  In  the  following 
year  he  came  to  Bowling  Green,  hoping  to  make 
good  his  losses,  and  in  1 S 79  he  purchased  his 
present  property,  containing  three  and  a half 
acres,  then  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  but  now- 
surrounded  by  residences.  Here  Mr.  Sears  and 
his  wife  devoted  themselves  to  the  raising  of  ber- 
ries and  other  fruits,  with  the  success  due  to  in- 
dustry and  good  judgment.  Xo  serious  cares  or 
troubles  marred  the  serenity  of  their  well-spent 
days.  Their  only  child,  W.  S.,  is  now-  a law- 
student  in  Bowling  Green.  He  married  Hester 
Brewer,  and  has  one  child,  Elvira. 

Our  subject's  wife  was  a woman  of  excep- 
tional intellect  and  culture.  She  was  educated 
in  a seminary  in  New  York  State,  and  was  a 
teacher  before  her  marriage.  Early  in  life  she 
developed  a taste  for  literary  work,  and  her 
poems  found  ready  acceptance  in  the  periodicals 
of  the  day,  the  discouraging  reply,  “declined 
with  thanks,”  so  familiar  to  most  writers,  -having 


never  been  received  by  her.  At  her  death,  which 
occurred  March  12.  1895,  she  left  some  of  hor 
best  and  longest  poems  still  in  manuscript,  and 
an  effort  is  now  being  made  to  publish  them  in 
book  form.  A natural  leader,  she  always  took  a 
prominent  part  in  philanthropical  and  religious 
work,  and  in  literary  circles,  wherever  she  might 
be.  When  she  came  to  Bowling  Green  the  local 
\V.  C.  T.  U.,  was  in  a disorganized  condition, 
and  she  gave  her  energies  freely  to  revive  it. 
Her  success  was  so  marked  that  she  was  chosen 
local  president,  and  later  county  organizer.  She 
lectured  throughout  the  county,  establishing 
unions,  and  afterward,  as  county  president,  con- 
tinued the  work.  She  w-as  a delegate  to  the 
State  convention  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  National 
meeting  at  Cleveland.  Her  death  was  regarded 
as  a severe  loss  to  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  me- 
morial services  were  held  in  her  honor  through- 
out the  county. 

John  Current,  a progressive  and  successful 
| general  merchant  of  Dunbridge,  was  born  near 
Fremont,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  January  16,  1845. 

! His  father,  Thomas  Current,  was  a native  of 
Wheeling,  Ya.,  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm. 
When  a young  man  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Sandusky  county,  and  there  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  married  Catherine  Wash- 
burn, who  was  born  in  that  county  in  1S3S,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Eliz- 

abeth, wife  of  William  Parker;  |ames,  a meniber 
of  Company  A,  1 1 ith  O.  Y.  I.,  who  died  in  the 
army;  John,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Maria,  wife 
of  William  Pero,  of  Toledo;  and  Thomas,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
in  1853,  and  the  father  afterward  wedded  Mary 
Scranton,  of  Sandusky  county.  They  had  two 
children,  Thomas  and  Mars’,  both  of  whom  are 
deceased.  The  father  died  in  October,  1S71. 

John  Current  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  1861, 
when,  though  only  a boy  of  sixteen,  he  joined 
Company  I,  57th  O.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  A.  S 
Skelton,  and  Col.  William  M ungen.  From 
Findlay  the  regiment  went  to  Camp  Yance.  and 
thence  proceeded  to  the  front.  On  January  1. 
1864,  he  re-enlisted  at  Larkinsville,  Ala.,  and 
was  shortly  afterward  made  a corporal,  re- 
acted as  orderly  for  Gen.  A.  Y.  Rice,  and  when 
the  latter  was  wounded  at  Yicksburg,  Corpora! 
Current  carried  him  off  the  held.  Our  subject 
was  never  absent  from  his  regiment  during  his 
long  service,  except  when  wounded  in  the  wrist 
at  Dallas,  Ga..  which  necessitated  his  being  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  partici- 
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pated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Yazoo  River,  and 
many  other  engagements,  and  received  an  honor-  i 
able  discharge  in  August,  1865,  and  returned 
home. 

Mr.  Current  continued  his  residence  in  San- 
dusky county  until  186S,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  for  twelve  months  worked  by  the 
month.  He  then  rented  a farm  for  a year,  after- 
ward working  a sawmill  for  a year,  and  subse- 
quently renting  the  Ewing  farm  for  two  years. 

In  1874  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  near 
what  is  called  Devil’s  Hole,  Middleton  township, 
which  he  cleared  and  operated  for  fifteen  years, 
when  he  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits  and 
came  to  Dunbridge,  where  he  has  since  carried 
on  general  merchandising,  meeting  with  excellent 
success.  He  is  a wide-awake,  progressive  busi- 
ness man,  strictly  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  these  qualities,  combined  with  a genial  man-  | 
ner,  have  enabled  him  to  secure  anextensive  trade. 
He  still  retains  the  ownership  of  his  farm,  and 
operates  it  in  connection  with  his  mercantile  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Current  was  married  at  Bowling  Green, 
in  1871,  to  Caroline  Williams,  who  was  born 
near  Fremont,  October  3,  1850,  a daughter  of  i 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Parker)  Williams.  Four  chil- 
dren grace  this  union:  Charles  E. , a dealer  in 

stock;  Maude  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  school  ; 
teaching;  Grace,  wife  of  George  De  Verna,  a 
farmer  of  Perrysburg  township;  and  Claude  A.,  1 
attending  school.  For  five  years  Mr.  Current 
has  served  as  township  trustee;  was  constable  of 
Middleton  township  three  years;  school  director  j 
a number  of  years;  and  a member  of  the  town- 
ship board  of  education,  which  indicates  the  con- 
fidence and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
townsmen.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat;  soci- 
ally he  is  connected  w ith  the  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Bowling  Green;  Dunbridge  Lodge,  No.  786,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ; and  Robert  Stewart  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Dunbridge.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Grange, 
in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  offices,  and  is  justly 
numbered  among  the  prominent  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  his  locality.  - 1 

Joseph  Hollington.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  lived  upon  the  site  of  the  present  city 
of  Bowling  Green  longer  than  any  other  resident. 
Born  in  England  May  .11,  1824,  he  came  to  Plain  | 
township  with  his  parents,  in  1833,  and  has  seen 
this  spot  redeemed  from  a trackless  waste  of  for- 
est and  swamp,  and  made  the  home  of  a progress- 
ive civilization.  And  in  this  change  he  has  had 
his  share  of  helpful  work.  He  was  one  of  the  1 
building  committee  of  the  old  court  house,  and 


collected  $12,000.00  for  the  enterprise.  In  the 
struggle  for  the  county  seat  he  took  an  active 
part,  and,  indeed,  in  every  event  of  note  in  the 
history  of  the  county,  his  name  is  enrolled  among 
the  participants. 

His  father,  Joseph  Hollington,  was  born  in 
1792  at  Redditch,  Worcestershire,  England,  then 
the  leading  manufacturing  center  for  heedles. 
He  was  a candle-molder  by  trade,  and  retained 
the  ownership  of  his  shop  after  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica. He  married  Mary  Perry,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children:  Richard  (born  March,  1S22,  died 

1893),  a well-known  resident  of  West  Unity,  Ohio; 
joseph,  our  subject;  Ambrose,  a minister  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  at  Delaware,  Ohio;  Mary  Ann,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Octavius  Walters,  of  Delta, 
Ohio,  formerly  member  of  the  Legislature,  and 
William,  a prominent  real-estate  dealer  in  San 
Diego,  Cal.  Our  subject’s  father  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  politics  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
was  an  ardent  Whig.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  previous  to 
their  removal  to  America.  He  died  in  1847,  h*s 
wife  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

Joseph  Hollington  was  nearly  ten  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  Wood  county.  He 
was  married  at  twenty-four  to  Miss  Elizabeth  L. 
Lamb,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1S29. 
They  had  three  children:  Mary  E.,  who  died 

when  six  years  of  age:  Mary  Ann,  who  died  aged 
twenty-nine,  and  Maria,  born  January  29,  1852, 
who  married  W.  H.  Frederick,  a native  of  Sen- 
eca county,  Ohio,  born  May  3,  1845.  Mr.  Fred- 
erick was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace,  learned  the  trade  of  mason  in  early 
life,  and  in  1874  came  to  Bowling  Green  to  en- 
gage in  that  business.  He  was  a soldier  during 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  August  30,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany D,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  which  was  attached  to  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland.  His  chief  battles  were 
at  Stone  River,  Liberty  Gap  and  Chickamauga. 
In  the  last-mentioned  engagement,  September  m, 
1863,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  shortly  after- 
ward received  an  honorable  discharge.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  a member  of  W iley 
Post  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Hollington  is  also  a 
Republican,  and  before  the  war  he  was  a Whig, 
and  took  an  influential  part  in  the  local  political 
movements  of  that  time. 

John  Knauss  is  a native  of  Germany,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Bluenburg.  February  21, 
1840.  He  is  a son  of  George  and  Barbara  L. 
Knauss,  and  a brother  of  George  Kuans-*  who 
resides  in  Plain  township.  He  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  the  family  locating 
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in  Ohio,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Me- 
dina county  he  acquired  his  education.  He  after- 
ward worked  as  a farm  hand  in  that  county  for 
five  years.  In  1854  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Center  township,  this  county,  and  to  his 
father  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  twen- 
ty-foui  years  of  age,  when  he  was  married  and 
removed  to  Middleton  township.  Here  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land,  and  at  once  began  its, 
development.  He  placed  many  rods  of  tiling 
upon  the  farm,  erected  a good  house  and  barn, 
and  afterward  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  bv  the  additional  purchase  of  forty  acres. 
He  now  has  a richly  cultivated  farm,  the  well 
tilled  fields  yielding  to  him  a good  return  for  his 
care  and  labor. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1863,  in  Perrysburg, 
Oh  io,  Mr.  Knauss  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Catherine  Bostdorf,  daughter  of  Henry  Bostdorf, 
and  a native  of  Ohio.  Fourteen  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union— Andrew  J.,  a farmer; 
Emma  E..  wife  of  Fred  Neeglie;  Daniel;  John; 
Edwin;  Charles  H.;  Orange  A.  ; Maggie  B. ; 
Martha  G. ; Cyrus  R. ; Rutha  R. ; Herald  V., 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Knauss  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has  no  aspirations  for  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which 
he  is  now  serving  as  steward,  and  is  an  upright, 
honorable  man  who  ranks  among  the  best  farm- 
ers of  Wood  county,  and  has  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

John  H.  Cochrel,  who  is  now  serving  as 
postmaster  of  Haney,  and  carrying  on  a general 
merchandise  store,  is  one  of  the  prominent  bus- 
iness men  of  Jackson  township.  He  was  born  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  July  31,  1858,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  Cochrel,  who  was  born  in  Muskin- 
gum county;  when  a young  man  he  entered  a vet- 
erinary college,  where  he  was  graduated.  He 
afterward  became  one  of  the  most  proficient  vet- 
erinary surgeons  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He 
was  married  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  to  Mar}’ 
Buckler,  and  immediately  afterward  removed  to 
Hancock  county,  locating  in  McComb,  where  he 
successfully  practiced  his  profession.  He  also 
purchased  a farm  of  120  acres,  which  was  oper- 
ated by  our  subject  and  his  brother.  The  mother 
died  in  Hancock  county,  December  10,  1881. 
The  members  of  the  family  are  Nathan,  a farmer 
of  Jackson  township,  Wood  county;  Sarah  F.  , 
wife  of  George  Font,  of  Hancock  county;  Susan, 
wife  of  John  Edgington,  of  Hancock  county ; Fin- 
ney, a farmer  of  the  same  county;  and  John  H. 


The  last  named  is  indebted  to  the  district 
I schools  of  Portage  and  Pleasant,  townships,  Han- 
cock county,  for  his  education,  which  was  com- 
pleted at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  be- 
came clerk  in  the  post  office  and  grocery  store  at 
McComb,  Hancock  county,  for  Mr.  Barney, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  receiving  a 
■ good  business  training.  He  afterward  purchased 
a farm  in  Blanchard  township,  Hancock  county, 

1 of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  cultivated  for  a 
year,  and  then  sold.  Removing  to  McComb,  he 
\ purchased  a saloon,  which  he  carried  on  for  three 
i years,  and  later  was  proprietor  of  a meat  market 
for  a year.  Disposing  of  his  business  interests  in 
the  town,  he  then  returned  to  his  farm,  and  not 
long  after  established  a grocery  store  on  his  farm, 
running  three  huckster  wagons  in  connection  with 
the  store.  In  October,  1S94,  he  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Hancock  county,  and  came  to  Wood 
county,  erecting  a store  in  Haney,  which  he  sup- 
plied with  a large  stock  of  groceries.  He  also 
runs  three  huckster  wagons,  buying  up  all  kinds 
; of  fruit,  which  he  sells  at  retail  through  the  county. 
In  the  winter  he  also  deals  quite  extensively  in 
poultry. 

Mr.  Cochrel  was  married  in  Henry  township, 
Wood  county,  March  4,  1878,  to  Miss  Minerva 
Fellers,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  count}',  Ohio, 

, where  she  lived  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 

! when  she  came  to  Wood  county  with  her  par- 
ents, Noah  and  Almeda  (Evans)  Fellers,  now 
residents  of  Rawson,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coch- 
j rel  have  two  children — Harley  J.  and  Flora  May. 
In  politics  cur  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
held  some  local  offices,  being  now  postmaster  of 
Haney. 

Emerson  Webster  Fisher,  M.  D.,  a young 
man  of  progressive  spirit  and  enterprise,  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Portage.  He  was  born  in  Snyder  county, 
Penn.,  at  the  town  of  Selin's  Grove,  November 
14,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  Ben  and  Lydia  (Snyder) 
Fisher,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The 
.family  is  of  German  origin,  and  the  grandfather, 
Christian  Fisher,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  was 
the  first  of  the  name  to  seek  a home  in  America. 
He  located  in  Pennsylvania,  and  traded  a rifle  to 
some  Indians  for  a large  tract  of  land  along  the 
Susquehanna  river,  there  following  farming  until 
his  death.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  on  the  Isle  of  <)ue,  and,  lq  hi>  well 
directed  business  efforts,  accumulated  consider- 
able property.  His  death  occurred  in  1875.  and 
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several  years  later  his  widow  married  Solomon 
Miller,  and  is  now  living  in  Wymore,  Neb.  Her 
children  are  as  follows:  Mattie  A.,  who  became 

the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  C.  McCool,  and  died  in 
Ponca,  Neb.;  Ben  F.,  a merchant  of  De  Witt, 
Neb. ; William  I.,  cashier  in  the  bank  at  Wy- 
more, Neb.;  Peter  A.,  a resident  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.;  Charles  M.,  a farmer  of  Logan,  Neb.; 
John  W. , a machinist  of  North  Platte,  Neb.; 
George  C.,  an  agriculturist  of  Logan,  Neb., 
Emerson  W. , of  this  sketch;  and  Della  May,  who  ; 
is  clerking  in  a store  in  Ponca,  Nebraska. 

Dr.  Fisher,  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town  until  ten  years  of 
age,  when  he  went  with  the  family  to  Nebraska,  i 
where  his  elder  brother  Ben  had  previously  moved 
and  taken  up  a homestead  for  the  family.  The 
Doctor  attended  school  in  the  West  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  then  continued  his  studies  in 
the  Horner  Academy  of  Homer,  Neb.,  and  also  ; 
spent  one  term  in  college  in  the  same  State. 
During  the  winter  of  1888-89,  he  was  a student 
in  the  Midland  College  of  Atchison,  Kans. , after 
which  he  pursued  a three-years’  course  in  the 
Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  March  29,  1892.  He  immediately 
began  practice  at  Ponca,  Neb.,  but  four  months 
later  came  to  Wood  county,  and  for  a short  time 
was  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Snyder,  of  Bowling 
Green.  On  December  24,  1892,  he  located  at 
Portage,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a good  bus- 
iness. 

Dr.  Fisher  was  married  in  Portage,  August 
16,  1894,  to  Miss  Henrietta  L.  Teller,  who  was 
born  in  Portage  township,  September  29,  1870, 

In  his  political  views,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  his 
religious  belief  connects  him  with  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church.  His  ability,  laudable 
ambition  and  well-directed  efforts  have  already 
secured  him  a good  business. 

J.  W.  Pennell.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  Mr.  Pennell  emigrated  from  Wales  to 
America,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
died.  His  son,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
carried  on  farming  in  that  State  during  his  life, 
and  in  Beaver  county,  Penn.,  William  Pennell, 
the  father  of  J.  W.,  was  born  in  1816.  He  was 
a merchant  and  hotel-keeper  by  occupation,  and 
died  in  Meadville,  Penn.,  in  1865. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was,  before  her 
marriage,  Miss  Cynthia  Thatcher,  her  ancestors 
being  residents  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  old  New 
England  stock.  She  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Penn.,  in  1821,  and  died  in  1882.  By  marriage 
with  Mr.  Pennell  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  1 


children:  Elizabeth  died  when  eighteen  years 

old;  Madison  lives  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio: 
John  died  in  infancy;  J.  W. ; Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
W.  Beadman;  George,  residing  at  Zanesville, 
Ohio;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Washington  Harris,  of 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania. 

J.  W.  Pennell  was  born  in  Mercer  county, 
Penn.,  July  13,  1845.  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio  when  a lad.  When  seventeen  years  old 
he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and  began  work 
in  the  oil  fields  of  Butler  county.  From  there  he 
went  to  West  Virginia,  and  subsequently  came  to 
Wood  county.  During  all  this  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  oil-producing  business,  and  has 
held  various  responsible  positions  with  leading- 
oil  companies.  In  the  year  1S95  he  struck 
one  of  the  best  wells  found  in  Wood  county  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  all 
his  ventures  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Pennell  was  married  in  Marietta,  Ohio. 
April  19,  1869,  to  Miss  Eugene  Douglass,  who 
was  born  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia. 
December  1,  1850.  Of  this  union  seven  children 
have  been  born:  William,  who  is  foreman  of  the 

Palmer  Oil  Company,  at  Bairdstown,  Ohio,  mar- 
ried Miss  Mattie  Baird,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Merle;  the  others  are  Frank,  who  is  also  with  the 
Palmer  Oil  Company;  Clyde,  Lainott,  Nellie. 
Cleveland  and  Burt. 

Mr.  Pennell  is  a leading  Democrat,  and  was 
treasurer  of  the  Democratic  County  Central 
Committee  for  three  years.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  is  very  popular  in  the  community  as  a 
thorough  gentleman,  and  a man  of  high  prin- 
ciples. At  the  present  writing  he  is  carrying  on 
a restaurant,  in  connection  with  his  oil  business. 

1 which  is  largely  patronized  and  well  managed. 

Henry  F.  Bowlus,  partner  of  the  well-known 
I firm  Hobart,  Bowlus  Co.,  of  Pemberville,  was 
I born  September  18,  1 S 5 5 , near  Fremont.  Ohio. 

Henry  Bowlus,  the  great  ancestor  from  whom 
I are  descended  the  Bowlus  families,  was  a native 
1 of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  Colo- 
nial period,  about  1735,  ar<d  settled  in  the  Mai 
1 dletown  Valley,  Frederick  county,  Md.  He  had 
four  sons — Jacob,  George.  Valentine  and  Nicii 
j olas — the  youngest  being  then  but  five  years  o: 

■ -age.  Nicholas  Bowlus  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
! Frederick  county,  Md.,  where  he  became  the 
head  of  a family  of  eight  children — Jacob,  Jeer; 
Henry,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Beckaback.  Mrs 
Floyd,  Mrs.  Haller,  and  Mrs.  Christ.  Of  th-  -e. 
Jacob,  a distinguished  pioneer  minister  of  tna 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  Henry  a farmer. 
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came  to  Ohio,  about  the  year  1828,  and  settled 
in  Sandusky  Tp.,  Sandusky  Co.  The  children  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Bovvlus  were:  Jacob,  David,  Mary, 

Elizabeth,  Margaret,  and  Susannah,  all  of  whom 
became  heads  of  families  in  Sandusky  county.  In 
1828  Henry  Bowlus  located  on  a farm  of  320 
acres,  which  was  then  an  unbroken  forest, 
and  helped  clear  up  the  famous  “ Black  Swamp.  ” 
He  had  a family  of  six  children,  namely:  (1) 

Magdalene,  wife  of  Daniel  Young,  who  lived  and 
died  in  Maryland.  (2)  Adam,  who  married  Eli- 
zabeth Krohn,  and  remained  in  Maryland. 
(3)  Sophia,  wife  of  Jacob  Thomas;  she  died  in 
1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  They 
had  nine  children— John  H. , Richard,  Joseph, 
Lizzie,  Maggie,  Amanda,  Charles,  Alice,  Anna; 
■of  these,  the  eldest,  John  H.  Thomas,  a million- 
aire, was  the  competitor  of  Calvin  S.  Brice,  for 
U.  S.  Senator,  in  1893.  (4)  Henry  Bowlus, 

father  of  our  subject,  comes  next.  (5)  Nicholas, 
who  married  Mary  Donnell,  and  lived  in  Mad- 
ison township,  where  he  died  in  1893.  (6)  Ma- 

hala,  wife  of  Jesse  Dorcas,  living  at  Lisbon, 
Iowa.  The  father  of  this  family  was  killed  in 
'832,  by  a kick  from  a horse. 

Henry  Bowlus,  our  subject's  father,  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Sandusky  county,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  September  27,  1S10.  On 

November  20,  1833,  'ne  married  Miss  Catherine 
Keller,  of  Tiffin.  Ohio,  who  was  born  February 
14,  r S 1 1 , and  died  October  20,  1846;  their  chil- 
dren were — Hanson  R.,  Mahala,  Martha,  Cath- 
erine, Elizabeth  and  Caroline.  The  first  four 
of  these  became  heads  of  families  in  Sandusky 
county.  On  September  27,  [849,  he  married 

for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Bowlus  {nee 
Will  iamson),  of  Maryland,  born  July  4,  1824,  and 
died  January  28,  1891;  their  children  were — 
Warren  A.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  near 
Fremont;  Anna  C.,  wife  of  Cyrus  Smith,  of  Gib- 
sonburg;  Henry  F.,  our  subject:  and  Robert,  a 
farmer  in  Sandusky  county. 

Our  subject's  father  has  lived  to  see  a great 
change  in  the  Valley  of  the  Sandusky.  When  he 
first  came,  there  were  more  Indians  than  white 
people.  The  Wyandottes,  Senecas  and  Tavvas 
lived  here,  and  used  to  assemble  in  great  numbers 
every  year  when  they  went  to  Malden  to  draw 
their  annuity  from  the  government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. There,  seemingly,  was  no  end  of  squirrels 
and  other  wild  game.  Mr.  Bowlus  followed  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  About  the  year  1868,  in 
company  with  his  son,  Hanson  R.,  he  operated  a 
sawmill,  furniture  shop  and  planing-mill,  about 
sixteen  years,  at  Fremont.  In  politics  he  was  first 
a Whig,  then  an  Abolitionist,  a Whig,  and  later 


a Republican;  strange  to  say,  his  father  was  a 
pro-slavery  man.  Before  the  Civil  war  he  kept  a 
station  of  the  “ Underground  railroad, " and  as- 
1 sisted  runaway  slaves  from  the  Southern.  States  to 
1 escape,  making  their  hearts  glad,  and  sending 
them  on  their  way  to  Canada.  He  has  for  rnanv 
■ years  been  a member  of  the  M.  P.  Church,  near 
Fremont.  Though  now  (1896)  past  eighty-six 
; years  of  age,  he  enjoys  life  among  his  children 
and  grandchildren,  with  a mind  still  active,  and  a 
memory  unditnmed. 

Henry  F.  Bowlus,  our  subject,  passed  his 
' early  years  at  the  old  farm,  and  was  educated  in 
Adrian  College,  at  Adrian,  Mich. ; but  before  he 
was  twenty-one  he  came  to  Pemberville  and  be- 
came a partner  with  his  brother-in-law,  M. 
Hobart,  in  the  hardware  business.  As  the  years 
have  passed,  and  their  trade  increased,  they  have 
enlarged  the  scope  of  their  business,  until  now 
they  own  one  of  the  most  extensive  general  stores 
in  Wood  county,  their  stock  of  various  kinds,  oc- 
cupying three  rooms  22  x 20,  22x85,  and  50x50. 
They  are  owners  also  of  the  grain  elevator,  where 
they  deal  in  all  kinds  of  grain. 

On  June  18,  1S79,  Mr.  Bowlus  was  married 
at  Pemberville  to  Miss  Mary  Balmer,  a native  of 
: Cumberland  county,  Penn.,  born  March  20,  1853. 
i They  have  three  children:  Harry  M. . Edith,  and 
Romavne.  While  Mr.  Bowlus  holds  a high  rank 
in  business  circles,  he  is  also  prominent  in  all  local 
movements  of  importance,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  open  up  the  oil  field  near  Pemberville. 
His  fine  personal  qualities  give  him  marked  in- 
fluence in  the  community.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  mayor 
of  Pemberville  for  two  years,  and  a member  of 
the  council  fora  number  of  years;  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  is  now  an 
elder  in  the  Church.  He  and  Mr.  Hobart  are  the 
oldest  firm  in  Pemberville,  and  among  the  oldest 
| in  the  county. 

Charles  R.  Rosendale,  M.  D.  Among  the 
highly  successful  men  in  Wood  county,  it  would 
: be  difficult  to  find  one  who  has  surpassed  our 
j subject  in  accumulation  of  property,  as  well  as  in 
services  rendered  to  suffering  humanity. 

In  early  times  in  this  county,  when  the 
swampy  condition  of  the  country  made  it  a con- 
genial abode  for  fevers,  ague,  malaria,  etc.,  the 
physician  was  often  called  upon  to  attend  those 
who  fell  victims  to  these  dire  diseases,  win  re  1 
ride  of  many  miles  was  necessary  through  ihe 
forests.  These  journeys  were  frequently  neces- 
sary at  all  hours  of  the  night,  and  it  can  easily 
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be  imagined  that  the  lot  of  a pioneer  doctor,  ; 
mudi  as  was  our  subject,  was  no  sinecure. 

C-harles  R.  Rosendale  was  born  August  i,  j 
! S ^ l , in  Swanland.  seven  miles  from  Hull,  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  the  son  of  William  and 
jane  (Brown)  Rosendale,  who  had  a family  of 
seven  children.  When  he  was  about  nine  years 
of  age  they  decided  to  corne  to  the  United  States, 
where  they  would  find  better  opportunities  for 
making  a living.  After  a tedious  voyage  of  many 
weeks  they  landed  at  Quebec,  thence  coming  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  partly  via  Erie  canal  and  lake 
to  Cleveland,  and  from  there  by  team  to  their 
destination.  Forty  acres  of  land  in  a primitive 
state,  on  which  were  some  log  buildings,  were  1 
taken  up,  on  which  the  first  payment  was  made  ! 
with  money  given  Mrs.  Rosendale  by  her  father. 
The  land  was  situated  near  the  center  of  Grafton 
township,  and  here  the  family  began  their  strug- 
gle for  existence  in  the  new  country.  The  farm  j 
being  small,  and  the  family  large,  it  became  - 
necessary  for  our  subject,  who  was  among  the  : 
older  children,  to  start  out  for  himself,  and  when 
only  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  for  some  ‘ 
of  the  neighboring  farmers.  For  some  years  he 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farm  work  during  the  sum- 
mers, in  the  winters  attending  the  district  j 
schools.  Industrious  and  ambitious,  he  learned 
rapidly,  and  was  asked  to  teach,  but  declined,  i 
He  attended  the  Elyria  High  School  in  addition 
to  the  district  schools,  and  in  this  way  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  scientific  course  to  be  his  later 
in  life. 

While  thus  employed  he  was  seized  with  ty- 
phoid fever,  and  after  a long  illness,  through  j 
which  he  was  cared  for  by  kindly  hands,  he  re- 
covered, but  found  that  his  money,  ten  dollars  in 
all,  would  prove  sadly  deficient  in  paving  the 
expenses  of  his  long  illness.  Dr.  Smith,  of  Well- 
ington, Ohio,  who  was  his  physician,  had  be- 
come much  attached  to  the  young  man,  and  on 
his  recovery  urged  him  to  take  up  the  study  of 
medicine.  This  he  decided  to  do,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  began  his  reading  with  Drs.  Smith 
and  Johns,  and  subsequently  with  Dr.  McKenzie, 
of  Litchfield,  Medina  county,  spending  in  all  four 
years  under  their  tutorship.  He  completed  his 
medical  studies  at  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Insti- 
tute, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1856.  This  schooling  required  money,  which 
was  supplied  by  friends,  none  of  whom  were  rela- 
tives, whose  only  security  was  the  honesty  of  our 
subject. 

Tn  the  meantime  Dr.  Rosendale's  parents  had 
removed  to  Wood  county  and  located  near  Eagle- 


ville,  in  Bloom  township,  where  in  May,  1S56, 
our  subject  came  to  recuperate  after  his  exhaust- 
ive years  of  stud}'.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
go  west  after  he  had  fully  recovered  his  health; 
but  an  incident  occurring  at  this  time  served  10 
change  his  plans.  Just  then  a serious  maladv. 
known  as  dysentery  or  “bloody  flux,"  was  prev- 
alent in  Wood  county,  which  had  baffled  many 
of  the  resident  physicians.  It  being  noised  about 
that  young  Rosendale  was  a doctor,  he  was  called 
upon  to  treat  a man  by  the  name  of  George  Bron- 
son, who  was  suffering  from  the  disease.  He 
had  no  intention  at  that  time  of  practicing,  but 
consented  to  take  the  case,  and  the  rapid  recov- 
ery of  the  patient  from  an  ailment  that  often 
lasted  for  many  weeks,  frequently  proving  fatal, 
was  so  surprising  as  to  stamp  this  young  physi- 
cian as  a man  of  ability.  He  was  soon  after 
called  into  consultation  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  of 
West  Millgrove,  and  the  impression  made  by  him 
upon  the  patients  was  such  as  to  secure  requests 
for  individual  calls,  which  he  answered,  and  which 
were  followed  by  numerous  entreaties  for  him  to 
locate  in  West  Millgrove.  This  Dr.  Rosendale 
decided  to  do,  and  thus  began  one  of  the  most 
successful  careers  ever  experienced  by  any  physi- 
cian in  Wood,  or  surrounding  counties.  From 
that  time,  and  for  thirty-five  years  following,  he 
never  knew  any  such  thing  as  lack  of  business, 
being  sent  for  from  far  and  near,  his  success  be- 
ing in  keeping  with  his  extensive  clientage. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  career,  before  he  be- 
came well  known,  he  experienced,  as  many  other 
professional  men  have,  the  inconvenience  of  lack 
of  capital.  Desiring  at  this  time  to  purchase  an- 
other horse,  as  excessive  riding  was  telling  on  the 
one  he  owned,  he  was  offered  a fine  four-year-old 
animal,  owned  by  Jackson  Lee,  for  $ioo.  The 
Doctor  wanted  it  badly,  but  did  not  have  the 
money,  and  his  note  with  security  was  suggested. 
He  could  not  find  any  man  to  go  on  this  note,  so 
wrote  to  friends  in  Lorain  county,  who  promptlv 
forwarded  the  money.  To-day  he  could  without 
any  trouble  get  security  for  a thousand  times  that 
amount. 

In  October.  1 S 5 7 , our  subject  was  married  in 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Wade,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  a daughter  of  Abner 
Wade,  a farmer  of  that  county.  Nine  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  namely;  Charles  L.. 
November  27,  1858,  died  when  four  years  old: 
Ham  B.,  October  17,  i860,  died  when  eighteen 
months  old;  Wilbur  W , June  28,  1 86  3,  lives  in 
Perry  township;  Watson  S..  September  ic.  1865, 
died  in  infancy;  l'red  C..  born  May  6,  1807; 
Tunison  T. , born  May  12,  1871,  is  a physician  in 


58G 


WOOD  COUNTY , OH  10, 


Fostoria,  Ohio;  Clara  M. , born  January  1 6,  i S74, 
is  row  Mrs.  L.  Marsh,  of  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio;  a 
son,  who  died  in  infancy,  unnamed;  and  Chester 
A.,  born  October  27,  1882,  is  at  home  with  his 
father.  Mrs.  Rosendale  for  five  years  before  her 
death,  which  took  place  in  1885,  was  a sufferer 
from  paralysis,  having  had  three  strokes.  She 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  a Christian  woman  and  a kind  mother. 
For  his  second  wife  Dr.  Rosendale  married  Miss 
Charity  Arthur,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Earl  A.,  born  April  7,  1889. 
She  died  July  2,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  Bowling 
Green  cemetery.  Her  death  was  greatly  mourned, 
as  she  had  proved  a most  devoted  and  loving  ; 
mother  to  her  step-children,  with  whom  she  was 
a great  favorite,  and  who  found  her  a faithful 
friend.  The  Doctor  is  robust  and  exceptionally 
well  preserved,  and  he  still  continues  to  practice 
for  those  who  refuse  to  surrender  his  services  as 
their  family  physician.  No  physician  in  Wood 
county  has  been  more  successful  as  a practitioner, 
and  none  has  a larger  circle  of  warm  friends. 

Our  subject  has  for  a number  of  years  been 
interested  in  the  real-estate  business,  during  this 
time  buying  and  selling  hundreds  of  acres  of 
land.  He  has  given  each  of  his  sons  a large 
farm,  retaining  for  himself  about  825  acres  of 
land,  and  owning  some  of  the  most  valuable 
business  and  resident  properties  in  Fostoria,  which 
latter  are  estimated  to  be  worth  over  $100,000. 
There  are  few  men  whose  business  interests  are  as 
extensive,  and  yet  kept  in  as  good  shape  as  those 
of  Dr.  Rosendale.  He  is  a shrewd  financier, 
and  personally  looks  after  his  affairs,  so  that  in 
case  of  his  sudden  demise  no  danger  of  complica- 
tions will  arise. 

In  politics  Dr.  Rosendale  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party,  although  he  is  not  what  would  be 
called  a politician.  He  has  served  several  terms 
as  treasurer  of  Perry  township.  Several  years 
ago  he  became  a member  of  the  Masonic  order 
at  Fostoria,  and  is  a Master  Mason.  The  Doctor 
has  traveled  very  extensively  over  the  world;  but 
unlike  many  another  tourist  he  did  not  visit 
Europe  until  he  had  seen  the  interesting  and 
wonderful  in  America,  and  he  was  thus  pre- 
pared, when  abroad,  to  interest  those  whom  he 
met  with  stories  of  the  scenery  of  this  country. 
In  June,  1889,  he  spent  some  three  months  in 
England  and  France,  visiting  the  Exposition  at 
Paris,  and  the  scenes  of  his  early  youth  in  Eng- 
land. He  went  to  the  same  Sunday-school  in 
which  he  was  taught  as  a boy,  and  saw  the  same 
pond  of  clear  water  which  he  once  fell  into  from 


j his  horse  while  watching  the  reflections  of  tree 
tops.  This  trip  was  greatly  enjoyed,  and  brought 

back  many  pleasant  memories. 

Lewis  Wilber,  deceased,  who  during  life  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
residents  of  Center  township,  was  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  Huron  county,  March  17,  1836, 
a son  of  Stephen  Wilber,  a farmer  of  that 
county,  who  died  when  our  subject  was  quite 
young.  After  attending  school  for  a short  period, 
Lewis  began  work  on  a farm  for  his  uncle,  Mr 
Meede,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
Then,  for  four  years,  he  worked  for  wages  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Huron  county.  There  he  later 
rented  forty  acres  of  land  from  a Mr.  William, 
which  tract  he  operated  for  three  years.  The 
year  1 860  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Plain 
township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  he  devoted  his  time,  until  his  enlistment 
for  service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 

In  1S62,  at  Tontogany,  Mr.  Wilber  became 
one  of  the  “boys  in  blue,"  joining  Company  D, 
ill th  O.  V.  I. , and  remained  with  that  company 
until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Huron  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  two  years,  as  his  father-in-law  had  sold 
his  farm  in  Wood  county.  He  suffered  much 
from  sickness  contracted  during  his  service  in  the 
army.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Wood  county, 
and  this  time  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Cen- 
ter township,  of  which  a part  had  been  cleared. 
He  made  many  improvements  upon  his  place, 
which  to-day  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  industry. 

On  March  xi,  1852,  in  Huron  county,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Wilber  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Knapp. 
The  bride  was  a native  of  that  county,  born  De- 
cember 11,  1833,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living — Emerson, 
born  December  23,  1857;  George  E.,  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1861;  Rosie  A.,  born  September  26, 
1864;  Bird  and  Birth  (twins),  born  November  30, 
1866;  and  Clara,  born  May  15,  1870.  Emerson 
and  George  now  operate  the  home  farm,  and 
Bird  was  married  August  1,  1894,  to  Miss  Augusta 
Reniger. 

Mr.  Wilber  was  a refined  and  intellectual  gen- 
tleman, who  occupied  a remarkably  high  position 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  community, 
and  was  known  far  and  wide  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing representative  men  of  Center  township.  He 
was  greatly  interested  in  educational  work,  and 
served  for  many  years  as  school  directxm,  while 
he  also  held  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
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ship  for  several  years.  His  political  support  was 
unswervingly  given  the  Republican  party.  The 
family  adheres  to  the  faith  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church.  His  death  was  caused  by  consump- 
tion, contracted  during  the  army  service,  and  he 
passed  away  on  January  15,  18S4,  leaving  a large  I 
number  of  friends,  as  well  as  his  immediate  fam- 
ily, to  mourn  his  death.  Mrs.  Wilber,  a most  es-  j 
timable  lady,  still  resides  upon  the  farm  left  her 
by  her  husband,  and  has  the  love  and  respect  of 
all  who  know  her. 

M.  A.  Ireland,  the  genial  and  popular  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Crystal  City  Restaurant”  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  was  born  in  Maumee  City,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1849. 

His  grandfather,  John  Ireland,  came  to  Ohio, 
early  in  the  present  century  from  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  Virginia,  where  his  son  Michael,  our  sub-  I 
ject’s  father,  was  born  September  20,  1801.  The 
family  first  located  at  Salt  Lick,  on  the  Ohio 
river,  and  later  at  Bellefontaine.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  Mr.  Michael  Ireland  started  in  business 
for  himself,  and  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  with  a . 
drove  of  stock,  traveling  along  the  old  “ Hull’s 
Trail.”  Returning,  to  Ohio,  he  settled  at  Maumee 
City,  where  for  some  years  he  worked  in  a hotel. 
He  subsequently  became  a contractor  in  lime, 
stone  and  timber,  and  later  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  farmed  the  island  in  the  1 
river,  near  Maumee  City,  and  shortly  afterward 
removed  to  Topeka,  Kans.,  purchasing  a large 
tract  of  land  near  that  city.  He  married  Miss  ! 
Mary  Elinshousen,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1816,  and  reared  a family  of  six  children,  of  which 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The  others  were 
Madison,  now  residing  in  Idaho  Springs,  Colo. ; ! 
Edwin,  living  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  William  A., 
killed  by  an  explosion  in  one  of  his  own  mines  ! 
in  Colorado,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two;  Capitola, 
the  wife  of  W.  L.  Townsend,  of  Idaho  Springs, 
and  Charles,  also  a resident  of  that  town. 

Our  subject  spent  his  youth  in  Maumee  City, 
working  with  his  father  and  attending  school. 
He  finished  his  education  at  the  Central  Ohio 
College,  located  there,  and  then  learned  the 
trade  of  shaping  scythes,  which  he  followed  for 
about  a year.  The  family  removed  to  Kansas  at 
this  time,  and  he  was  engaged  for  the  next  six 
years  in  traveling  with  a government  surveying 
expedition.  He  has  often  seen  ten  thousand 
head  of  buffalo  at  one  time,  and  the  party 
would  shoot  them  down  simply  to  see  how 
many  they  could  slaughter.  Returning  to  Mau- 
mee City,  he  worked  for  a time  in  a wagon  shop, 
and  then  took  a load  of  horses  and  mules  to 


Buffalo,  Troy,  and  other  places  in  New  York. 
After  this  trip  he  bought  a half  interest  in  the 
wagon  shop,  which  he  held  for  ten  years. 

In  the  meantime  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Adelia  Yonker,  who  was  born  in  Bowling 
Green,  January  6,  1S56.  Five  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Munson  C.,  June  16,  1875; 

May  L.,  Ethel,  William,  and  Donaid  D.  On 
August  12,  1885,  Mr.  Ireland  removed  with  his 
family  to  Idaho  Springs,  Colo.,  where  for  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing, erecting  some  of  the  finest  structures  there. 
The  oil  fields  of  northwestern  Ohio,  suggested 
another  form  of  business  enterprise,  in  which  he 
engaged  for  some  time,  but  in  1892  he  opened  the 
“Crystal  City  Restaurant”  at  Bowling  Green, 
which  he  has  conducted  ever  since  with  constantly 
increasing  patronage.  His  mother  died  in  Kansas 
in  1873,  and  his  father  has  of  late  years  made 
his  home  with  him. 

In  spite  of  h:s  ninety-four  years,  Mr.  Michael 
Ireland  is  mentally  and  physically  active,  walking 
with  a light,  brisk  step  which  many  younger 
men  might  envy.  His  memory  is  remarkable 
He  recalls  the  murder  of  the  last  white  man 
killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Maumee  river, 
and  many  other  events  of  note  in  the  history  of 
the  State.  In  his  early  days  he  was  an  Old-line 
Whig,  and  attended  the  famous  mass  meeting  at 
Fort  Meigs  in  [840,  where  Gen.  Harrison  spoke. 
Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A., 
the  American  Mechanics,  and  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World. 

Miner  Wadsworth,  M.  D.,  who  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Hoyt- 
ville,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  April 
14,  1854,  at  Wood  Grove,  Manchester  township, 
Morgan  county. 

His  father,  Daniel  S.  Wadsworth,  was  a na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
moved  to  Morgan  county.  Having  attained  his 
majority,  he  was  married  in  Noble  (then  a part 
of  Guernsey)  county,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth  Dye,  a 
native  of  Guernsey  county,  and  they  located  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Morgan  county.  There  lie 
resided  until  1887,  when,  with  his  family,  he 
moved  to  Smith  county,  Kans.  He  became  ex- 
tensively and  successfully  engaged  in  stock  rais- 
ing, and  was  a prominent  citizen  of  the  locality, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  21,  1896. 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-four.  He  was  Duried 
near  Portis,  Kans.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\  adsworth  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children: 
Miner  and  Vincent,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mary 
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Ann,  who  died  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  at  the  I 
age  of  forty;  Wyley  \Y.,  a school  teacher  in  Ore- 
gon; Malinda,  wife  of  Pearley  P.  Paxton,  of 
Portis,  Osborne  Co.,  Ivans.;  Miner,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Dye,  at  home. 

The  Doctor  began  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools, and  on  the  old  home  farm  spent  his 
childhood  days.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  en- 
tered the  public  schools  of  Scio,  Harrison  county,  | 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  one  year,  then  fol- 
lowed school-teaching  in  both  Morgan  and  Wood 
counties,  following  that  pursuit  two  years.  In 
1S76  he  arrived  in  Wood  county,  and,  after  teach- 
ing two  terms  in  Jackson  township,  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  carried  on  a small  drug 
store  at  Hoytville.  He  studied  medicine  for  a 
time,  after  which  he  attended  medical  lectures 
as  a student  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  j 
graduated  February  28,  1882.  He  is  now  estab- 
lished in  a good  practice  at  Hoytville,  where  they 
have  a comfortable  home. 

The  Doctor  was  married  at  Hoytville.  Janu- 
ary 14,  1888,  to  Miss  Katie  Hager,  who  was  born 
in  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 

Wesley  McIntire.  The  citizens  of  this  j 
section  of  the  country  combine  in.  their  lives  the 
enterprising,  progressive  characteristics  of  the 
West,  and  the  stability  and  thoroughness  of  the  j 
people  of  the  East,  owing  perhaps  to  their  near- 
ness to  both  sections.  Our  subject  is  a worthy 
type  of  Ohio’s  representative  citizens.  He  was 
born  near  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  July  24.  1857,  ; 
and  is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Lucetta  (Zimmerman) 
McIntire,  the  former  born  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  April  10,  1832,  the  latter  in  Seneca  coun- 
ty, March  10,  1837.  The  grandfather,  John  Mc- 
Intire, emigrated  from  Scotland  to  America,  and 
in  Wayne  county  married  a lady  of  Irish  birth. 
One  of  their  sons,  prominent  in  Abolition  , 
work,  used  his  home  as  a station  on  the  “ Under- 
ground railroad.” 

When  a young,  man,  Hiram  McIntire  learned 
the  trade  of  a millwright.  He  was  left  an 
orphan  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  for  one  year 
lived  with  an  older  brother;  but  not  liking  the 
treatment  he  there  received,  he  tied  his  little 
wardrobe  in  his  handkerchief,  and  with  sixty-five 
cents  in  his  pocket,  ran  away.  He  went  to  Green 
Springs,  Sandusky  county,  and  there  learned  his 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years.  While 
at  that  place  he  was  married  October  2,  1836, 
and  immediatey  aft  r went  with  his  bride  to  Fort 
Seneca,  where  he  worked  in  a sawmill.  He 
afterward  purchased  a mill,  which  he  operated 


for  a year,  when  he  removed  to  Winter  Station, 
and  carried  on  a mill  there  until  April  1,  1861, 
when  with  his  family  he  came  to  Liberty  town- 
ship, Wood  county.  Plere  he  purchased  five 
acres  of  land  011  which  stood  a frame  residence, 
and  after  selling  that  property  he  bought  eight; 
acres  of  wild  land,  clearing  the  tract  and  erect- 
ing thereon  a log  cabin,  into  which  his  family 
moved  before  there  were  either  doors  or  windows. 
In  1882  this  was  replaced  by  a more  modern 
structure  that  is  now  occupied  by  a brother  of 
our  subject.  The  father  died  there  February  io, 
1893;  the  mother  passed  away  eight  months 
previous.  Their  children  were  Wesley ; Francis 
Marion,  born  November  2,  1858;  Arthur,  who 
was  born  December  22,  i860,  and  was 

drowned  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Anna,  who 
was  born  May  3,  1869,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years. 

Mr.  McIntire,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.,  was 
reared  in  Liberty  township,  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage.  On  May  14,  1882,  he 

wedded  Miss  Ida  Carnacom,  who  was  born  in 
Liberty  township,  July  13,  1S61.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  on  a forty-acre  farm  given  him 
by  his  father,  and  in  1892  he  erected  his  present 
commodious  home  which  is  brightened  by  the 
presence  of  three  children:  Valeria  Odessa, 

Francis  Elmer  and  Lloyd.  In  politics,  Mr.  Mc- 
Intire is  a Republican,  and  is  now  serving  as 
town  constable.  His  time,  however,  is  largely 
given  to  his  business  interests.  He  owns  the 
farm  on  which  he  iives,  has  a half  interest  in 
eighty  acres  of  land  left  by  his  father,  and  a 
half  interest  in  the  royalty  received  from  thirteen 
oil  wells.  In  connection  with  his  brother,  he  is 
at  this  present  writing  also  engaged  in  the  breed- 
ing of  blooded  horses,  and  they  have  a fine  five- 
eighths  of  a mile  track  on  which  they  train  and 
break  colts.  Socially,  Mr.  McIntire  is  connected 
with  Whitney  Lodge  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F , of 
Portage,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  For- 
resters Lodge  at  Rudolph.  In  religious  connec- 
tion he  holds  membership  with  the  Disciples 
Church  of  Rudolph. 

Francis  M.  McIntire,  a prominent  farmer 
and  stock  dealer  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  November  2,  1858.  and 
is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Lucetta  (Zimmerman  Mc- 
Intire. He  was  a child  of  two  and  a half  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  Wood  conntv,  ami  his 
childhood  days  were  passed  on  his  fat  hi  r'<  farm, 
while  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools.  He  secured  a teacher’s  certificate,  but 
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ill  health  prevented  him  from  entering'  the  profes- 
sion. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  school,  and 
worked  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage. 
When  in  his  twenty-first  year  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself,  as  well  as  in  assisting  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  old  homestead. 

On  August  7,  1 88 1,  Mr.  Mclntire  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Isadore  Mercer,  a daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Harriet  (Rice)  Mercer.  He 
erected  a residence  on  his  father-in-law’s  farm, 
and  afterward  moved  this  dwelling  to  a tract  of  j 
thirty  acres  owned  by  his  wife.  In  the  spring  of 
1S83  he  began  tire  breeding  of  blooded  horses, 
and  has  continued  this  business  with  excellent  i 
success.  In  August,  1893,  he  admitted  his 
brother  Wesley  to  a partnership  in  the  business, 
and  he  built  a five-eighths  mile  track  for  training 
purposes.  On  April  1 , 1 S96,  he  purchased  his 
brother’s  interest  in  the  horses,  leased  his  one- 
half  interest  in  the  farm  for  five  years,  and  is 
now  owner  of  the  stock  farm.  In  1892  he  sold 
the  land  belonging  to  his  wife,  and  removed  to 
the  old  Mclntire  homestead,  which  had  been  in-  j 
herited  by  himself  and  brother  on  his  father’s 
death.  On  February  16,  1893,  he  purchased 
120  acres  of  improved  land  in  Eaton  county,  [ 
Mich.,  and  in  the  following  February  added 
forty  acres.  He  has  taken  many  premiums  at  j 
the  county  fairs  with  his  fine  horses,  and  has  one  j 
of  the  finest  stock  farms  in  the  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mclntire  have  been  born  | 
five  children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being 
as  follows:  H.  Leroy,  August  30,  1882;  Harley, 

February  7,  1 S S 7 ; Algernon,  Novembers,  1890; 
Leo,  July  16,  1S93,  and  Mabel,  November  15, 
1895.  Mr.  Mclntire  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  has  served  as  supervisor  for 
two  years,  and  in  1895  was  elected  justice  of  the  | 
peace.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Whitney 
Lodge  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Portage,  and  a j 
charter  member  of  Lodge  No.  57,  Court  Sheridan, 
Ancient  Order  of  Forresters,  in  which  he  is  one 
of  the  trustees.  He  is  a popular  young  man,  of 
genial  disposition,  and  in  the  community  where 
he  has  so  long  resided  has  many  friends. 

George  W.  Bortle,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  formerly  a prominent  agriculturist 
of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  January  4, 
1851,  in  Weston  (now  Grand  Rapids)  township, 
where  his  parents,  John  and  Louisa  Bortle,  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  The  father  was  born 
August  8,  1816,  and  died  December  13,  1856. 
The  mother,  Louisa  (Arnold)  Bortle,  was  born 
November  (2,  1827,  and  now  resides  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Addie  Hodge,  at  Kenton,  Ohio. 


George  W.  Bortle  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  the  neighborhood,  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  boyhood.  His  first 
independent  work  was  done  on  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal,  on  which  he  was  employed  for  sev  - 
eral years.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
1876  he  moved  upon  the  farm  of  eightv-eight 
acres  which  belonged  to  his  widowed  mother, 
one-half  of  which  his  mother  gave  to  him,  and 
the  other  half  she  gave  to  her  daughter,  Addie 
On  this  our  subject  planted  a good  orchard, 
erected  a fine  barn  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements. On  December  31,  1874,  Mr.  Bor- 
tle was  married  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Gillmore,  who 
was  born  November  25,  1S4S,  a daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  A.  Gillmore,  who  were  well- 
known  pioneer  residents  of  Weston  township. 
One  child,  John  H.,  born  April  16,  1876,  blessed 
this  happy  union,  and  who  is  now  the  manager 
of  the  homestead,  and  his  widowed  mother's  pride 
and  solace.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Grand  Rapids  township  in  youth,  and  although 
only  eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death,  he  earl}'  learned  to  lighten  his  mother's 
cares  and  responsibilities,  and  was  a great  com- 
fort to  her  the  few  years  she  remained  w ith  him. 

George  W.  Bortle  was  a man  who  held  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him;  honest, 
industrious  and  progressive,  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  29,  1885,  cut  short  a life  of 
quiet  usefulness,  which  could  be  illy  spared 
Mrs.  Bortle,  a lady  of  rare  executive  ability  and 
business  judgment,  continued  the  work  of  the  es- 
tate left  to  her,  and  through  her  good  manage- 
ment she  purchased  the  half  of  the  former  eighty- 
eight  acres  from  her  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Addie 
Hodge,  and  on  which  she  built  a comfortable 
residence  and  added  many  other  improvements 
Having  poor  health  for  the  past  two  years,  Mrs 
Bortle  died  February  19,  1896,  leaving  John  II. 
Bortle,  the  only  heir,  in  full  possession  of  the 
beautiful  home.  On  October  1,  1896,  John  H 
Bortle  was  married  to  Maude  McClure,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  17,  1879. 

David  W.  Keys,  one  of  the  progressive  young 
agriculturists  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  is  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  January  19,  1858 

His  father,  the  late  George  Keys,  a highly 
respected  citizen  of  the  same  township,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Delaware,  February  27.  1812 
He  came  from  that  State  to  Fairfield  count} 
Ohio,  where,  in  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Deal,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham  c >unt\ 
Va.,  August  24,  1817.  They  were  engaged  in 
farming  while  they  remained  in  Fairfield,  and  in 
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1853,  they  moved  to  Wood  count)-,  where  they 
bought  seventy-four  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
they  cleared  and  improved,  spending  many  days 
at  the  hard  toil  which  prepared  his  fertile  lands 
for  production.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
J.,  our  subject's  surviving  sister,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1 1,  1856;  she  married  John  Phillips  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1877,  who  is  a well-known  farmer  of 
Grand  Rapids  township. 

David  W.  Keys  attended  the  district  schools 
during  boyhood,  and  assisted  his  father  upon  the 
farm  for  a number  of  years.  After  the  death  of 
the  latter,  which  occurred  July  12,  1879,  he  took 
charge  of  the  homestead  for  his  widowed  mother, 
for  whom  he  cared  tenderly  until  she,  too,  passed 
away  on  August  26,  1S94.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
Keys  has  operated  his  half  of  the  farm,  and  on  it 
made  many  improvements  of  a substantial  nature. 
On  F'ebruary  23,  1889,  he  was  mrrried  to  Miss 
Catherine  Courtney,  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  was 
born  October  8,  1S61.  They  have  no  children 
living.  Both  are  greatly  esteemed  by  their 
neighbors  and  acquaintances  for  their  sterling 
qualities  of  character.  Mr.  Keys  takes  no  part 
in  politics.  He  attends  strictly  to  his  own  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  his  high  reputation  for  good  com- 
mon sense  gives  proof  of  his  wisdom  in  so  doing. 

Howard  Cory  is  one  of  Perry  township's 
most  prominent  farmers  and  citizens,  as  well  as  a 
descendant  of  one  of  its  earliest  pioneer  families. 
In  Section  22,  that  township,  his  birth  occurred 
April  18,  1859,  and  he  is  a son  of  Ambrose  and 
Amanda  (Kelley)  Cory.  In  the  spring  of  1S32, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  P.  Cory,  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Melmore,  Seneca 
Co.,  Ohio,  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  by  the  lake  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
and  thence  by  team.  The  father  started  on  foot 
to  look  up  a location,  and  in  Perry  township, 
Wood  county,  entered  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
was  still  in  its  natural  state.  He  erected  a cabin, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1832  the  family  located  here. 
He  was  born  in  1793,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  June  26,  1846,  he  was  comfortably  situ- 
ated. He  took  considerable  interest  in  politics, 
voting  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  among 
other  offices,  served  as  the  first  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Perry  township.  By  his  marriage  with 
Surviah  Foster,  he  became  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children — Louisa  C.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  M.  Dana,  and  died  in  Fostoria, 
Ohio;  George  D.,  who  died  on  the  home  farm 
in  Perry  township;  Ambrose,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Orrin  J.,  who  was  both  a farmer  and  a 


painter,  and  departed  this  life  in  Fostoria;  Mars 
E.,  who  was  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Morgan,  and  died 
in  Freeport,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  this  fatnils 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-one,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Fostoria. 

Ambrose  Cory  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  May  29,  1825,  and  was  onlv 
seven  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  Wood  countv, 
where  he  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
home.  He  completed  his  education  by  two 
terms’  attendance  at  the  Norwalk  Academy.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  began  teaching  in  Han- 
cock county  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  taught  in 
all  six  terms  of  school.  His  father  died  a few 
weeks  before  he  reached  his  majority,  and  he 
then  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  renting  a 
farm  near  Melmore,  Seneca  county,  for  two 
years. 

In  Hancock  county,  on  February  14,  1854. 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Ambrose  Core 
| and  Miss  Amanda  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  Wavne 
county,  Ohio,  September  22,  1S29,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Lorahj  Kel- 
ley, who  located  in  Washington  township,  Han- 
cock county,  in  the  fall  of  1831.  In  the  spring 
of  1854,  Mr.  Cory  purchased  200  acres  of  land 
in  Perry  township,  of  Abraham  Weaver,  for  which 
he  went  in  debt,  and  on  which  he  lived  for  seven 
years,  but  in  1871  he  removed  to  Section  31, 
Jackson  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  buying 
twenty  acres,  which  is  now  within  the  corpora- 
tion limits  of  Fostoria.  The  following  year  he 
i there  built  his  substantial  brick  residence,  where 
he  still  lives,  though  he  later  bought  160  acres  of 
J land  in  Perry  township,  this  county,  which  he 
improved,  but  still  made  his  home  in  P'ostoria. 
He  now  has  eighteen  acres  in  that  city,  while  five 
acres  are  just  outside  the  corporation.  He  held 
many  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  Perry  town- 
ship, is  a highly  respected  citizen  of  Fostoria,  and 
takes-quite  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Dem- 
! ocratic  party,  for  which  he  casts  his  ballot.  In 
the  family  of  three  children  our  subject  is  the 
i eldest,  and  is  followed  by  Kate  S. , who  was  the 
j wife  of  Charles  Schaufelberger,  and  died  in  Hast- 
ings, Neb.,  October  24,  1893;  and  T.  Harry,  a 
! painter  and  paper-hanger  of  Fostoria. 

When  only  three  years  old,  Howard  Cory  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Fostoria,  in  the  public 
schools  of  which  city  he  acquired  his  literal) 
education,  while  on  his  father's  farm  in  Perry 
township  he  received  his  instruction  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Two  years  previous  to  his  mar- 
riage he  built  a house  upon  his  present  farm  <■! 
eightv  acres  in  Section  26,  Perry  township.  Oni> 
twenty  acres  at  that  time  had  been  cleared,  but 
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now  seventy  acres  have  been  placed  under  the 
plow,  and  yield  to  him  golden  harvests  for  the 
labor  expended  upon  them.  The  place  is  well 
drained  and  supplied  with  an  excellent  set  of 
farming  buildings,  all  of  which  he  has  erected. 
The  summer  of  1883  he  spent  in  Sully  county, 
S.  D.,  where  he  took  up  160  acres  of  land,  which 
he  yet  owns. 

In  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county,  Mr. 
Cory  was  joined  in  wedlock  on  March  6,  1884, 
with  Miss  Sylvia  Cox,  a native  of  that  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Aaron  Cox,  a farmer.  They 
have  one  child,  Fred,  born  October  15,  1 S S S . 
Until  1891.  Mr.  Cory  was  a Democrat,  but  since 
that  time  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  People’s  party.  Religiously, 
he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Church  of  P'ostoria. 

W.  O.  Johnston";  a representative  and  lead- 
ing farmer  of  Perry  township,  is  a fair  specimen 
of  the  sturdy  agriculturists,  who  have  so  largely 
assisted  in  the  development  of  Wood  county, 
and  who  are  drawing  from  the  soil  the  important 
elements  of  their  future  fortune.  His  home- 
stead, which  embraces  eighty-eight  acres  of  rich 
and  fertile  land,  lies  in  Section  27,  where  he  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  January  18,  1849,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Cove)  Johnston. 

T he  father,  who  was  of  Irish  parentage,  was 
born  in  P'airfield  county,  Ohio,  in  1S10,  and  was 
a member  of  the  large  family  of  John  Johnston. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  went  to  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  and  entered  land  in  Hancock  county, 
having  at  that  time  $300  which  had  been  given 
him  by  his  father.  About  1833,  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  27,  Perry  town- 
ship, all  in  its  primitive  condition.  He  was  a 
very  rugged  man  and  a hard  worker,  and  during 
pioneer  days  owned  several  tracts  of  land  in 
Hancock  county,  which  he  would  clear  and  then 
sell.  At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm  owned  by  Charles  W. 
Foster,  for  whom  he  worked  four  years,  and 
later  came  to  Perry  township.  He  lived  to  be 
nearly  seventy-three  years  of  age,  dying  at  Fos- 
toria,  in  July,  1 SS 3.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  politics  was  a Re- 
publican, and  served  as  a trustee  of  Perry  town- 
ship. He  was  a man  of  sound  judgment  and 
good  common  sense,  and  by  his  well-directed 
labors  secured  a comfortable  competence. 

At  Fostoria,  Thomas  Johnston  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Myers,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  but  five  died  before  reaching 
adult  age.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Fay- 


lor,  of  Montcalm  county,  Mich.  John,  who  was 
! a member  of  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  was 
shot  in  the  left  temple,  and  carried  the  ball  for 
i two  years,  when  it  dropped  through  into  his 
throat.  His  death,  in  October,  1880,  was  oc- 
casioned  by  his  wound.  For  his  second  wife 
i Mr.  Johnston  wedded  Miss  Mary  Cove,  a native 
of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min  and  Elizabeth  Cove.  After  her  father's 
j death  in  Stark  county,  her  mother  came  to  western 
Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  at  Fostoria.  Our 
1 subject  is  the  eldest  of  seven  children  born  of  the 
second  marriage,  the  others  being  Aiden  L. , who 
died  in  i860;  Charles  E.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Hetty 
A.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Culbertson,  of  Fostoria; 
Mary  E.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  bus- 
iness in  that  city;  Thomas  L.,  a glass  worker  of 
Fostoria;  and  George  E.,  a telegraph  operator  of 
that  place,  who  died  March  4,  1S93.  The  mother 
of  this  family  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Fostoria. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  to  manhood,  remaining  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
months  in  1872,  spent  at  Denver,  Col.,  where  he 
i witnessed  many  thrilling  scenes.  On  January  10. 

1875,  in  Perry  township,  J.  R.  Phillips  per- 
j formed  a wedding  ceremony  that  united  the  des- 
tinies of  Mr.  Johnston  and  Miss  Emily  Brande- 
berry,  who  was  there  born  July  29,  1855,  and  is 
a daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Bates)  Brande- 
berry.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children — 
Blanche,  now  Mrs.  A.  J.  Baird,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; and  Blake,  at  home. 

Mr.  Johnston  began  his  domestic  life  upon  a 
rented  farm  in  Section  23,  Perrv  township,  and 
then  for  nine  years  rented  another  place  in  the 
same  township.  About  1 SS 3 he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  which  form  a part  of  his  present 
valuable  farm  of  eighty-eight  acres.  He  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Republic- 
an party,  has  been  trustee  of  his  township,  and 
has  held  several  school  offices.  As  a friend,  Mr. 
Johnston  is  an  ardent  and  consistent  one.  and,  as 
a neighbor,  does  all  in  his  power  for  those  around 
him. 

Timothy  Hayes,  ••  The  Wizard  of  Fort 
Meigs,  ” was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland, 
July  16,  1822.  The  historic  ground  named  above 
has  been  in  the  Hayes  family  as  lessees,  or  own- 
ers. since  1S41.  It  was  here  that  Harrison  and  his 
patriotic  pioneer  followers  hurled  back  the  British 
and  Indians,  and  gaw  the  death  blow  to  tyranny 
and  barbarity  in  the  United  States.  It  was  here, 
too,  that  in  1840.  during  the  campaign  of  “ Pippe- 


. 

' 


, "f 


502 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


canoe  and  Tyler,  too,”  was  gathered  the  mightiest 
host  of  people  ever  assembled  at  any  political  mass 
meeting  held  in  this,  or  any  other  country,  to  do 
honor  to  their  chief,  the  hero  of  Fort  Meigs — 
Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  Whig  Presi- 
dential candidate  of  that  year. 

This  historic  spot,  famed  in  the  annals  of 
history,  would  long  since  have  been  wrecked  had 
it  not  been  for  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  and  his  brothers,  whose  names  ap- 
pear hereafter.  But  under  their  careful  watch- 
ing, not  a plowshare  has  disturbed  a grave  of  the 
sacred  dead  whose  dust  sanctifies  this  hallowed 
spot,  and  makes  it  dear  to  every  American  heart; 
not  a spade  has  desecrated  the  embankment  that 
protected  the  patriots  from  the  English  shells. 
Mr.  Hayes  takes  just  pride  in  the  ground  he  has 
helped  to  preserve.  As  the  tourists  and  travel- 
ers, who  seek  to  view  the  historic  spot,  find  an 
Irishman — a bachelor — the  proprietor  and  owner, 
and  encounter  his  tall,  angular  figure  walking 
over  the  fields,  but  see  no  public  monument,  they 
realize  that  this  is  indeed  the  “ Wizard  of  Fort 
Meigs,”  whose  word  has  stayed  the  vandalism  of 
agriculture  and  the  ravages  of  time,  and  pre- 
served intact  one  of  the  Nation’s  most  noted  bat- 
tle fields. 

Timothy  Hayes  is  the  son  of  James  and  Mar- 
garet (Fitz  Gerold ) Hayes,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Tipperary.  The  father  died  in  Novem- 
ber at  about  seventy  years  of  age.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  at  Fort  Meigs  in  1848,  when 
about  sixty  veais  old.  Their  children  were: 
M ichael,  who  was  born  in  1814,  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1S37,  and  first  went  to  Illinois,  and  then  to 
Perrysburg.  He  was  a contractor  by  occupation, 
doing  considerable  work  on  canals,  and  assisted 
in  building  th?  Maumee  and  Western  Reserve 
Pike.  In  1S41  he  settled  on  a farm  at  Fort 
Meigs,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  January  1, 
1894;  Johanna,  the  second  child,  died  in  Ireland; 
Bridget  is  the  wife  of  James  Carey,  Turner  junc- 
tion, Ills.  ; Timothy  is  our  subject;  Anastasia  died 
in  this  country;  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1S27, 
came  to  America  in  1848  (he  spent  four  years, 
from  1859  to  1S63,  in  California  and  then  re- 
turned to  Wood  county.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Daily,  who  was  born  in  Wood  county,  and 
died  after  bearing  one  child,  James  C.,  who  is 
agent  for  the  Ohio  Central  railroad,  at  Dowling). 
The  second  wife  of  Thomas  was  Miss  Ellen 
Riley,  a native  of  Long  Island,  N".  V.,  and  they 
have  seven  children:  Thomas,  Timothy,  Michael, 
John,  Margaret,  Ellen,  and  Mary:  the  seventh 
child  of  our  subject’s  parents  was  Ellen,  now  the 
wife  of  Matthew  Riley,  of  Chicago;  Margaret  is 


the  wife  of  Felix  Conley;  the  ninth  child  died 
in  Ireland. 

Timothy  and  his  brother,  Thomas,  with  ihc 
latter’s  family,  all  live  in  the  same  house  on  Fori 
j Meigs.  They  are  both  Democrats  and  members 
! of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  brothers 
bought  Fort  Meigs  on  July  5,  1864,  since  which 
i time  they  have  been  its  owners. 

William  S.  Richard,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Bloomdale  Derrick,  of  Bloomdale,  is  one 
| of  the  most  thoroughly  representative  and  best 
known  citizens  of  Wood  county,  where  probably 
no  other  has  a wider  acquaintance. 

. Mr.  Richard  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  Decem- 
ber 16,  1835,  in  Ashland  (then  Richland)  county, 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  Richard,  and  there 
received  his  education  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  He  and  his  brothers  were  all  hardy,  in- 
: dustrious  and  intelligent  lads,  well  adapted  to  the 
I arduous  task  of  clearing  up  the  new  Richard  home 
in  the  woods,  and  assisting  the  neighbors  in  similar 
work.  In  addition  to  this,  our  subject,  who  was 
a keen  sportsman,  earned  not  a little  money  ' a 
scarce  commodity  in  those  days)  by  the  sale  of 
pelts  taken  from  wild  animals,  some  of  which  he 
would  trap,  bringing  others  to  the  ground  with 
his  unerring  rifle.  Even  now,  though  past  the 
sixtieth  milestone  on  the  highway  of  life,  he  fol- 
lows his  sport  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his 
younger  days — but  it  is  simply  sport  now,  with- 
out any  thought  of  revenue,  that  leads  him  “ into 
the  haunts  of  Diana.’  Since  1S76,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  Mr.  Richard  has  been  one  of  some 
hunting  party  or  another,  starting  from  Bloom- 
dale  for  the  game  haunts  of  northern  Michigan  or 
1 Colorado,  where  several  enjoyable  weeks  are 
spent.  But  this  is  a digression. 

To  return  to  his  boyhood,  we  have  said  that 
our  subject  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he  first 
set  foot  in  Bloom  township,  and,  after  working 
about  the  new  home  a year  or  two,  and  attend- 
ing school,  he  commenced  teaching  at  Eagleville. 


earning  the  well-merited  reputation  of  being  a 
highly  successful  instructor.  Of  a naturally  stu- 
dious nature,  possessed  of  brilliant  intellect, 
and  somewhat  in  advance  of  other  boys  of  his 
age,  he  was  ambitious  enough  to  increase  Ins 
store  of  learning  by  a course  ot  study  at  the  acad- 
emy then  being  conducted  at  Republic,  Ohio, 
under  the  scholastic  management  of  Prof.  Schuy- 
ler. His  attendance  here,  however,  was  brought 
to  a somewhat  sudden  termination  owing  to  his 
eyesight  becoming  impaired,  which  necessitated 
a long  rest  from  study.  After  the  winter  of  1 S6(> 
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h~  he  abandoned  school  teaching,  and  confined 
leinself  exclusively  to  the  occupation  of  farmer 
,tid  auctioneer,  which  latter  business  he  carried 
iitl  some  thirty  years  with  the  same  degree  of 
success  he  met  with  in  other  undertakings.  In 
jjvSp  he  became  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
JUrrick,  a lively  newsy  paper  published  weekly 
at  Bloomdale.  He  is  also  manager  of  and  a large 
stockholder  in  the  Gas  Center  Milling  Co.,  of 
Bloomdale,  and  is  identified  with  many  other 
enterprises  of  the  village,  at  the  same  time  carry- 
ing on  his  farm  with  characteristic  energy.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  served  his  country 
three  months  in  Company  E,  144th  O.  V.  I., 
during  which  time  the  regiment  was  stationed  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  doing  guard  duty.  He  enlisted 
May  2,  1864,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
the  following  August. 

On  October  11,  i860,  Mr.  Richard  was  mar- 
ried, at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  by  ’Squire  Ross,  to 
Miss  Delilah  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  November. 
1841,  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Simon)  Bailey,  who  moved 
to  Bloom  township  when  Mrs.  Richard  was  a 
girl.  She,  too,  was  a school  teacher  in  her 
youth,  having  taught  two  terms,  her  salary  rang- 
ing from  $8.00  to  $13.00  per  month,  which  in 
those  days  was  considered  very  fair  emolument. 
After  marriage  the  young  couple  commenced 
housekeeping  in  Eagleville.  where  Mr.  Richard 
owned  a small  home,  and  there  resided  until  July 
29,  1866,  when,  Mr.  Richard’s  father's  health 
failing,  they  removed  to  the  old  homestead  in 
Section  25,  Bloom  township,  at  that  time  com- 
prising eighty  acres  of  land,  the  residence  thereon 
being  a log  house  that  years  before  had  been 
built  by  Joseph  Erie.  On  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1871,  our  subject  contemplated  trying  his  for- 
tune in  the  West,  probably  in  Iowa;  but,  rather’ 
than  leave  his  aged  mother,  and  the  old  home- 
stead to  be  sold,  one  brother  having  already  sold 
his  share,  he  concluded  to  remain  at  home.  He 
bought  in  the  farm,  and  with  true  filial  affection 
cared  for  his  widowed  mother  the  rest  of  her  days, 
in  which  he  was  no  less  dutifully  assisted  by  his 
amiable  wife,  a task  that  demanded  much  pa- 
tience, consideration  and  care,  as  the  invalid  for 
several  years  was  very  infirm.  She  passed  from 
earth  May  6,  1881.  In  1880  Mr.  Richard  built 
an  elegant  residence  on  the  farm,  which  by  that 
time  had  been  increased  to  1 10  acres,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  best  improved  properties  in  Bloom 
township.  In  October,  1891.  he  removed  with 
his  family  into  the  village  of  Bloomdale,  and  they 
have  since  made  their  home  there.  In  February, 
>895,  he  completed  his  present  elegant  brick  resi- 
38 


dence  on  Vine  street,  where,  metaphoricallv 
speaking,  he  reclines  at  ease  “ under  his  own  fig 
tree,  ” having  succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  life  partner,  and  by  assiduous  perseverance, 
industry  and  economy,  in  accumulating  a com- 
fortable competence. 

Children,  four  in  number,  have  been  born  to 
this  honored  couple,  a brief  record  of  them  being 
as  follows:  (1)  Carrie  E. , born  November  1, 

1863,  in  Eagleville,  was  married  September  17, 
1SS4,  to  Dr.  R.  B.  Hubbard,  and  they  live  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio;  they  have  one  child,  Yira  D.. 
born  December  21,  1888.  (2)  Harry  E. , born 

November  1,  1S65,  in  Eagleville,  was  married 
October  25,  1885,  to  Carrie  E.  Rosendale;  he 
died  September  8,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  the 
| cemetery  at  Bloom  Chapel;  he  left  one  son, 
j Stanley,  born  April  5,  1889.  (3)  Hollis  W., 

born  July  31,  1872,  died  October  5,  1890,  and  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Bloom  Chapel:  he  was 
a promising  boy,  exceedingly  bright,  and  was  be- 
loved by  every  one.  (4)  Cora,  born  October  1 . 
1881,  is  an  accomplished  young  lady,  still  at 
home.  Mrs.  Richard  is  proverbial  for  her  hos- 
pitality and  philanthropy,  a typical  Christian 
woman,  tender-hearted  and  sympathetic,  a de- 
voted wife  and  loving  mother.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  is  also  her  husband. 

A stanch  Republican,  Mr.  Richard  manifests 
a keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his  partv,  in 
which  he  is  an  oft-consulted  advisor  and  coun- 
selor in  his  part  of  the  county.  He  has  filled  with 
zeal  and  ability  various  offices  of  honor  and  trust, 
and  for  many  years  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
“Squire  Richard, "as  he  is  familiarly  known,  has 
done  a considerable  amount  of  legal  business,  and 
many  hundreds  of  couples  has  he  joined  in  the 
bands  of  matrimony,  “ for  better,  for  worse;  for 
richer,  for  poorer.’’  Socially,  he  is  a member  ot 
Urie  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bloomdale.  He  is  a well- 
! read  man.  an  omnivorous  student  in  political 
economy,  physics,  metaphysics,  etc.,  all  receiving 
, deep  research  and  thought,  and,  withal,  he  is  pos- 
i sessed  of  shrewd,  sound  common  sense  and  ex- 
; cellent  judgment.  A well-spent,  abstemious  life 
makes  him  bear  his  three-score  years  with  all  the 
cheerfulness  and  elasticity  of  a man  half  his  age. 

: May  his  shadow  never  grow  less! 

Henry  Lambric.ht,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Perry  township,  was  born  in  Richland 
county.  Ohio,  February  11,  1832,  son  of  John 
| and  Elizabeth  (Good)  Lambright. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  near  New 
j Lancaster,  Md.,  March  24,  1803.  His  father, 
whose  name  was  also  John,  came  to  Richland 
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county  before  the  war  of  [S12,  in  which  he 
served  as  a soldier.  During  his  absence  in  the 
army,  the  Indians  made  a raid  through  the  county, 
destroying  lives  and  property,  and  his  family, 
with  others,  took  refuge  in  a blockhouse  on  the 
present  site  of  Mansfield.  The  family  of  this 
ancestor  comprised  ten  children,  of  whom  John, 
Jr.,  was  the  first  to  die.  He  was  reared  in  Rich- 
land county,  and  when  twenty-four  years  of  age 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Good,  who  was  born  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  February  5,  1S0S,  daughter 
of  John  Good,  a farmer.  Her  parents  removed 
from  Perry  to  Richland  county,  and  later  to 
Seneca  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

In  the  fall  of  1 8 3 5 our  subject’s  parents  moved 
to  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county,  where  the 
father  entered  120  acres  of  land,  all  of  it  in  a 
primitive  state,  covered  with  timber  through 
which'  wild  animals  roamed  in  great  numbers. 
In  this  pioneer  home  they  reared  their  family  of 
four  children,  who  were  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Rinebolt,  and  died  in  Seneca  county; 
Henry,  our  subject;  Susan  married  George  Sours, 
and  died  in  Seneca  county ; John  was  a private  in 
Company  B,  57th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
drowned  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  in  1862.  He  had  been 
confined  for  some  time  in  a hospital,  and  was 
en  route  to  join  his  regiment,  but  being  still  very 
weak  fell  overboard  from  the  steamboat  and  was 
drowned.  The  father  and  mother  made  this  farm 
their  home  until  their  deaths,  which  took  place 
when  the  former  was  eighty-one  years  and  six 
months,  and  the  latter  sixty-five  years  old.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were 
very  faithful  in  their  attendance  on  its  services. 
The  father  was  a Democrat.originally,  but  later 
became  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  a large,  powerful  man,  an  excellent  manager, 
and  became  quite  well-to-do,  although  his  wife 
was  sickly  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and 
he  had  many  obstacles  to  contend  with. 

Our  subject  had  no  opportunity  to  attend 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  then 
his  advantages  were  very  limited.  The  school 
was  such  as  was  maintained  at  that  early  day  by 
subscription,  the  school-room  a very  poor  build- 
ing, and  the  course  of  study  was  of  no  higher 
order  than  the  surroundings.  As  he  was  the 
eldest  son,  his  help  was  greatly  needed  by  his 
father  in  a new  country,  and  work  was  too  plen- 
tiful to  allow  him  much  time  for  either  recrea- 
tion or  study.  Game  was  plentiful,  but  he  was 
an  industrious  boy,  and  spent  but  little  time  in 
hunting  or  trapping,  as  many  of  his  fellows  did. 

Mr.  Lanibrig'nt  lived  with  his  parents  until  his 


1 marriage,  February  17,  1856,  with  Miss  Margaret 
Johnson,  which  event  took  place  in  Seneca 
county,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Henry 
Stahl,  a justice  of  the  peace.  Mrs.  Lambright's 
parents,  Henry  F.  and  Margaret  (Sprout)  John- 
son, came  from  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  to  Sen- 
: eca  county,  where  Mrs.  Lambright  was  born 
September  1 4,  1 836.  Her  father  was  a. mechanic, 
and  worked  at  various  trades,  among  other 
things  making  shoes  for  his  family.  He  was  a 
great  hunter  of  all  kinds  of  game,  and  kept  his  table 
well  supplied  with  the  results  of  his  rifle.  He 
1 was  in  limited  circumstances,  and  had  a large 
family  of  fourteen  children  in  all,  of  whom  ten 
grew  to  maturity.  Margaret  was  obliged  to  as- 
1 sist  in  the  support  of  the  others,  and  earned  con- 
siderable money  by  weaving  and  spinning  for  the 
neighbors. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lambright  located  on 
a farm  of  eighty  acres  belonging  to  his  father, 
which  he  rented  for  two  years,  then  purchasing  it 
for  $1,200,  for  which  he  gave  his  notes.  Here 
he  resided  until  he  came  to  Perry  township  in 
1865,  when  he  bought  120  acres  in  Sections  27 
and  34  for  $3,  500,  going  in  debt  over  $2,000. 
The  only  building  on  this  land  was  a small  frame 
1 house,  but  since  that  time  many  improvements 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  now  a val liable  piece 
of  property.  In  1880  Mr.  Lambright  erected  a 
large  and  handsome  brick  house  and  here  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  dispense  the  most  generous 
hospitality  to  their  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. He  now  owns  154  acres  in  Perry 
township,  and  eighty  acres  in  Jackson  township, 
this  county,  and  is  one  of  the  wealthy  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  this  section,  an  honest,  upright 
man,  very  industrious  and  in  all  respects  a most 
worthy  citizen.  The  family  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem throughout  the  community. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lambright  are 
four  in  number:  Samuel  F. , born  October  16, 

, 1857,  married  and  has  two  children;  John  \V  . 
born  May  12,  1859,  is  a farmer  in  Montgomery 
township,  married  Hattie  Raney,  and  they  have 
three  children;  Daniel  H..  born  September  -. 
1864.  died  June  25,  1S79,  and  was  buried  at 
Fostoria;  E.  G.,  born  November  4,  1870.  is  a 
farmer  in  fackson  township,  this  county,  married 
Miss  Ella  Keefer,  and  they  have  one  child.  Mr 
Lambright  has  always  been  a stanch  Republic,  n. 
and  has  served  as  township  trustee  tor  several 
! years.  He  has  served  also  as  school  director,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Union 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
Held  office  ever  since  his  first  connection  with 
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that  body.  He  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  con- 
tributors to  the  Church,  and  is  always  ready  to  j 
assist  in  any  benevolent  .or  other  worthy  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Lambright  was  in  his  younger  days  a 
member  of  Company  I.  of  the  49th  Regiment 
Home  Guards.  During  the  Civil  war  they  were 
called  to  Johnson’s  Island,  where  they  did  guard  i 
duty  for  a time,  thence  went  to  Washington,  D. 
C.  Here  Mr.  Lambright  hired  a substitute  for 
140  days,  and  returned  home. 

Henry  Clague,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  was  born  near  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  June  17,  1836.  His  parents,  James  and 
Mary  (Collister)  Clague,  were  natives  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  and,  in  1826,  settled  in  Cuyahoga  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  the)’  reared  a large  family. 

Our  subject  received  a good  education  in  his 
youth,  supplementing  the  instruction  of  the  dis-  ! 
trict  school  by  a little  over  three  years  at  Bald- 
win University.  He  assisted  his  father  upon  the 
farm  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Battery  G, 
1st  Light  Artillery,  O.  V.  He  took  part  in  all  of 
the  battles  fought  by  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, including  those  of  Shiloh,  and  Stone  River 
(where  he  was  wounded),  and  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta. He  received  an  honorable  discharge  in 
December,  1864,  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  whence  : 
he  returned  to  Cleveland  and  remained  until 
1866,  when  he  returned  to  Wood  county  and  j 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother 
Thomas.  On  his  arrival  here  he  bought  140 
acres  of  choice  land  near  Fenton,  which  he  has 
improved,  and  made  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  its 
size  in  that  vicinity. 

In  May,  1883,  he  was  married,  in  Cleveland, 
to  Miss  Georgiana  Harrison,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  X.  Y. , March  29,  1848.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Harrison,  a well-known  foundry- 
man  of  Cleveland.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage:  Arthur,  August  13,  1886,  and 

Howard,  August  16,  1888.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Clague  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  G.  A.  R. — Benedict  Post,  of  Pemberville — 
and  while  in  Cleveland  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Luckey,  and  she  and 
Mr.  Clague  take  a generous  interest  in  every 
movement  for  the  public  welfare. 

Adeluert  L.  Petteys  belongs  to  one  of  the 
families  that  have  long  been  connected  with  Ohio. 
He  was  born  in  Huron  county,  February  18, 
1850,  arid  is  a son  of  Eli  W.  Petteys,  who  was 
born  in  New'  York,  in  [824,  and  was  brought  to 


Ohio  by  his  parents  during  his  boyhood.  The 
grandfather,  John  V.  Petteys,  purchased  a farm 
in  Huron  county,  and  there  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits  for  many  years.  In  the  Empire 
State  he  had  married  Miss  Allen,  and  had  five 
children — Hannah,  widow  of  M.  D.  Tyler,  of 
Tontogany,  Ohio;  Harriet,  who  became  the  wife 
of  George  Spicer,  and  at  an  early  day  removed 
to  Wisconsin;  her  death  occurred  near  Red  Wing 
a few  years  later;  Daniel  H.,  who  died  in  Gage 
county,  Neb.;  David,  who  died  in  Tontoganv, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  and  Eli  W. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Nor- 
wich township,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  to  Caroline 
A.  Barber,  a native  of  New  York,  and  located  on 
a farm  where  he  lived  until  removing  to  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  “fifties.”  He  afterward  came 
wfith  his  family  to  Wood  county,  but  in  a short 
time  went  to  Erie  county,  locating  near  Belle- 
view.  He  afterward  moved  to  Huron,  Eric 
county,  and  subsequently  to  Milan  township, 
Erie  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  came  to 
Wood  county,  Mr.  Petteys  purchasing  120  acres 
of  land  in  Washington  township.  After  two 
years,  he  removed  to  Tontogany,  where  he  con- 
tinued three  years,  then  traded  his  property  there 
for  a farm  in  Washington  township — a farm  which 
had  previously  been  owned  by  Gen.  Custer's 
father.  The  father  of  our  subject  lived  on  this 
place  for  a few  years,  and  then  conducted  the 
“Ackerman  House,"  of  Tontogany,  fora  year, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Toledo.  About 
four  years  later  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  a 160- 
acre  farm  in  Jackson  township,  w’hich  he  had  pre- 
viously purchased,  and  at  once  began  to  clear  the 
land  and  place  it  under  cultivation.  In  1889  he 
removed  with  his  wife  to  Weston,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  The  father  died 
u'hile  visiting  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ada  Maybee, 
of  Toledo,  January  19,  1893,  and  the  mother 
survived  him  only  ten  days.  They  now  sleep 
side  by  side  in  Law nwood  cemetery,  Toledo. 

The  children  of  the  family  are  Adelbert  L. ; 
David,  who  died  in  infancy;  one,  who  died  un- 
named; Ada  F . , wife  of  Frank  Maybee,  of  To- 
ledo; Hattie  D.,  wife  of  George  Ackerman,  of 
Toledo;  and  Clara,  wife  ot  Dr.  I.  S.  Townsend, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Petteys,  of  this  sketch,  attended  school 
in  Huron  and  Wood  counties,  completing  his 
education  in  Tontogany,  Ohio.  He  remained  at 
home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then 
served  a one-year  s apprenticeship  to  the  tin- 
smith's trade  in  Clyde,  Ohio.  Returning  to 
Tontoganv,  he  took  charge  of  the  hurduuta  stoo- 
of  S.  W.  Whitmore,  which  he  conducted  two 
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years,  when  he  began  to  work  at  his  trade  in  i 
Waterville,  Ohio.  While  there  he  was  taken 
ill,  and  returned  home.  On  his  recovery  he  j 
opened  a tin  shop  in  Tontogany,  which,  how-  j 
ever,  he  sold  after  a few  months,  and  went  on  a ! 
trip  for  his  health  through  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  1 
parts  of  Kansas  and  Missouri,  finally  reaching 
De  Witt,  Neb.  Liking  that  place  he  worked  at  | 
his  trade  there  through  one  season.  The  follow- 
ing winter  he  spent  at  home,  but  in  the  spring  ! 
again  went  to  De  Witt,  where  he  worked  for  a 
few  months.  Again  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
after  four  years  spent  in  farming  once  more  con- 
cluded to  remove  with  his  family  to  Nebraska,  I 
where  they  remained  two  years,  our  subject 
working  in  a hardware  store. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  Mr.  Petteys  | 
returned  to  his  native  State,  and  lived  on  one 
farm  for  three  years.  In  1888  he  located  on 
forty  acres  of  land  which  he  had  purchased  of  his  1 
father,  and  which  he  cultivated  until  1892,  when 
he  sold  out  and  purchased  sixty  acres  a half-mile  , 
west  of  his  present  home.  After  his  father’s  re- 
tirement to  private  life,  he  removed  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  yet  resides. 

Mr.  Petteys  was  married  in  Tontogany,  Ohio,  j 
November  22,  1874,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Tuller, 
who  was  born  August  12,  1850,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  and  Catherine  (Kuder)  Tuller. 
Her  father  died  August  29,  1896,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  He  was  formerly  a lawyer 
with  an  extensive  practice.  He  had  been  a 
second  time  married,  his  last  wife  who  survives 
him,  having  borne  the  maiden  name  of  Nellie 
Paul.  Mrs.  Petteys  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a family  of  six  children,  and  was  reared 
in  Washington  township,  Wood  county.  She 
has  one  child,  Charles  Claude,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  October  50,  1880,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  Custar  High  School. 

Our  subject  is  a stalwart  Republican  in  poli- 
tics; his  wife  belongs  to  the  Disciples  Church, 
while,  socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  lodge,  of  Custar.  He  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes.  His  perseverance  and  capable  manage- 
ment have  brought  to  him  financial  success, 
while  his  upright  life  has  gained  him  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  many  friends. 

Edgar  L.  Kingsbury,  a grocer  of  Perrysburg, 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  February  28,  1845. 

The  Kingsbury  family  has  long  held  an  hon- 
ored place  in  the  history  of  New  England,  where 
the  first  of  the  line  in  America  settled  at  an  early 


period.  John  Kingsbury,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  engaged  in  agriculture  and  at  the  cooper's 
trade.  His  son,  Lyman  Kingsbury,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  April  14, 
1800,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Almira  Brown,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  born  June  12,  1806. 
Her  grandfather  Brown  (given  name  forgotten-) 
was  a Scotchman  by  birth,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  was  the  owner  of 
a craft  in  which  he  gave  what  aid  he  could  to  the 
Colonial  government.  His  ship  was  seized  and 
confiscated  by  the  British;  but  nothing  daunted, 
the  lover  of  freedom  joined  the  land  forces,  and 
fought  until  independence  was  secured.  For 
many  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject's  fa- 
ther remained  in  his  native  place,  following  farm- 
ing as  an  occupation,  and  in  1854  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  the  “ Western  Reserve,"  settling  in 
Lorain  county,  near  Elyria.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  She  passed  away 
April  18,  1867,  and  he  died  October  23,  1873. 
They  had  four  children:  Horace,  born  January 

21,  1836,  died  May  18,  1873;  Edgar  L.  (1),  born 
January  17,  1838,  died  January  4,  1 844;  Willard, 
born  March  30,  1842,  died  September  16,  1852. 
in  Connecticut;  and  Edgar  L.  (2),  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  only  nine  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Lorain  county,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  secured  principally  in  the  district 
schools  there.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
came  to  the  Maumee  Valley,  and  cleared  a farm 
in  Defiance  county,  where  for  some  years  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  Becoming  interested 
in  the  lumber  business,  he  went  to  Bridgeport. 
Mich.,  remaining  there  four  years,  afterward  re- 
turning to  Defiance  county.  In  1877  he  dis- 
posed of  the  farm,  and  came  to  Perrysburg,  where 
he  opened  the  grocery  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted with  well-merited  success.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  first  enlisted,  as  a recruit,  in  Com- 
pany I,  9th  O.  V.  I. ; but  owing  to  his  youth  he 
was  not  mustered  into  the  service,  although  taken 
to  Virginia,  remaining  there  from  November,  iS6i. 
to  May,  1862.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  I,  84th  O.  V.  I. . 
Capt.  J.  H.  Winder’s  company,  and  Col.  W 
Lawrence,  which  regiment  was  for  ninety-days 
service,  but  served  for  about  four  months  in 
Maryland  ayd  Virginia.  While  with  his  regiment 
Mr.  Kingsbury  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
and  was  sent  to  hospital  at  Cumberland,  Md.. 
and  left  for  sometime  after  the  regiment  was 
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mustered  out.  There,  his  mother,  who  had 
traveled  to  Cumberland,  came  in  order  to  care 
for  him  in  his  sickness.  For  a year  and  over, 
after  his  arrival  home,  he  was  unable  to  perform 
any  kind  of  labor,  and  by  the  time  he  recovered, 
the  war  was  ended. 

On  September  15,  1869,  Mr.  Kingsbury  was 
married  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Maria  L.  Hil- 
ton, who  was  born  November  30,  1846,  in  De- 
fiance county.  Ohio.  They  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  adopted  a little  six-year-mid  girl, 
Mabel  Vance  Hilton,  daughter  of  Eber  E.  Hil- 
ton, a brother  of  Mrs.  Kingsbury.  Mabel  was 
reared  to  womanhood  as  the  own  child  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  was  educated  and  became  a 
graduate  of  the  Perrysburg  school.  On  Septem- 
ber 26,  1894,  she  was  married  to  Charles  L. 
Maddy,  and  one  child,  Edgar  Hilton,  was  born 
to  them;  they  make  their  home  in  Perrysburg, 
where  Mr.  Maddy  is  a dealer  in  grain,  and  has  an 
elevator. 

Mrs.  Kingsbury  was  the  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Elizabeth  R.  (McMaken)  Hilton,  the  former  of 
whom,  a farmer  by  occupation,  was  a native  of 
Defiance  county,  Ohio,  born  about  the  year  1815, 
and  died  in  184S.  He  was  a son  of  Joshua  Hil- 
ton (also  a farmer),  a native  of  Maine,  and  a very 
early  settler  of  Defiance  county — the  only  “high- 
way” at  the  time  of  his  coming  being  the  Mau- 
mee river,  all  merchandise,  etc.,  being  brought 
up  that  stream  in  small  boats,  Eber  Hilton  and 
Elizabeth  McMaken  were  married  in  July,  1843, 
at  Eort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren: Joseph  J.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  died,  in  1863,  in  Johnson’s  Island; 
Maria  L.  (Mrs.  Kingsbury);  and  Eber  E.,  a civil 
engineer  in  Plattsmouth,  Neb.  Some  time  after 
the  death  of  the  father  of  this  family,  the  widowed 
mother  married  William  D.  Haymaker,  and  by 
him  she  had  three  children:  Kidder  V.,  Carrie 
(deceased),  and  Mary.  Mr.  Haymaker  died,  and 
his  widow  is  now  living  in  Defiance,  Ohio.  She 
was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio,  in  1821;  her 
mother  was  a native  of  Maine,  and  her  father 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Taylor  Hale,  one  of  the  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  esteemed  citizens  of  Perry  township,  was 
born  in  Washington  township,  Hancock  Co., 
Ohio,  July  9,  1841,  to  Robert  and  Ruth  OIcRill) 
Hale,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  and  latter  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Randall  Hale,  was  an  early  settler  of  Hancock 
county,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  many 


years,  and  reared  a family  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Robert  was  next  to  the 
youngest  son.  Robert  became  the  father  of  three 
children,  namely:  Mary  A.,  who  married  John 

Baker,  and  died  in  Montgomery  township;  Taylor, 
our  subject;  and  Elisha,  who  was  a soldier  in 
Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,  dying  nine  days  later; 
his  remains  were  brought  home  and  interred  in 
Olive  Branch  cemetery.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject died  when  the  latter  was  only  two  years  old, 
leaving  his  widow  with  three  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest  was  but  four  years  of  age,  and  with  no 
property  except  a small  farm  of  twenty  acres. 
The  heroic  mother  struggled  along,  keeping  her 
little  family  together  by  hard  work,  weaving  and 
doing  other  work  as  it  came  in  her  way,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  rearing  them  carefully  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  She  was  one  of  those  brave  souls 
of  whom  the  pioneer  days  saw  not  a few,  and  the 
story  of  whose  lives  of  hardship  and  privation, 
and  courageous  sacrifices,  account  for  the  manly 
and  successful  men  of  whom  Ohio  can  boast 
such  a large  proportion.  This  excellent  woman 
lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
and  now  sleeps  in  Olive  Branch  cemetery,  in 
Washington  township,  Hancock  county. 

Taylor  Hale  obtained  the  best  education  af- 
forded in  the  district  schools  of  his  day,  and  de- 
voted his  time  after  leaving  school  to  the  culiva- 
tion  of  the  farm  for  his  mother,  until  the  Civil 
war  was  well  under  way,  when  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  respond  to  his  country's  call  for  more  men  to 
aid  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  On  Febru- 
ary 9,  1865,  he  enlisted  at  Perry  Center  in  Com- 
pany G,  189th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Dennis. 
This  regiment  was  sent  at  once  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  where  they  remained  on  guard  duty  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  During  this  time  Mr.  Hale 
was  never  absent  from  his  poit.  On  September 
28,  1865,  he,  with  his  comrades,  was  mustered 
out  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  discharged  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  when  he  returned  home. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Zeru- 
iah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Margaret  Leonard, 
took  place  in  Hancock  county,  October  15,  186S, 
and  of  this  union  two  children  were  born:  Will- 
iam, a fanner  in  Perry  township,  and  Emma, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Kelley,  of  Hancock  county.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hale  owned  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  32,  Perry  township, 
which  he  had  bought  out  of  his  own  earnings,  and 
on  which  the  family  had  been  living  for  some 
time.  He  went  to  house  keeping  on  tins  place  in 
a round-log ’ cabin  which  his  mother  had  built 
there,  and  which  stood  in  a dense  forest.  Prom 
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this  wild  land  he  has  succeeded  in  making  a find 
farm,  and  has  added  to  it  from  time  to  time  until 
he  now  owns  166  acres,  and  is  classed  among  the 
best  and  most  successful  agriculturists  of  the 
township.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents,  also, 
having  lived  upon  this  farm  for  forty-eight  years. 

Mr.  Hale's  first  wife  died  October  2,  1873, 
and  was  buried  at  Fostoria.  On  March  15, 
1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel 
Beightle,  who  was  born  in  fackson  township, 
Seneca  county,  August  21,  1848.  Her  parents, 
Martin  and  Maria  (Weightman)  Beightle,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  her  father  carried 
on  farming.  She  was  one  of  ten  children.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale: 
Bertha,  January  19,  1879,  and  Elva,  February 
11,  1883. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hale  belongs  to  the  Republican 
party,  but  he  is  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the 
Prohibitionists,  as  he  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
temperance,  and  uses  his  best  endeavors  to  root 
out  the  evils  of  the  liquor  traffic.  He  has  been  a 
trustee  of  Perry  township  two  terms,  and  has  fre- 
quently been  elected  supervisor.  He  has  been  a 
school  director  of  District  No.  6.  He  is  a trustee 
and  class-leader  in  the  Olive  Branch  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  since 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  to  which  his  wife  also 
belongs.  Mr.  Hale  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed as  an  upright  Christian  man  and  an  ex- 
cellent citizen. 

Aaron  Phillips.  The  Phillips  family  is  of 
German  origin.  The  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Valentine  Phillips,  was  born  in  the  High- 
lands of  Germany,  in  1720.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Phillips.  He  came  to  America,  and  settled  near 
where  Phillipsburg,  N.  }.,  now  stands.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  was  also 
his  son  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1758,  and  who  married  a Miss  Sarah  Louk,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Adam  Phillips,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1794,  and  died  March 
20,  1857.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  under  General  Harrison  at  Fort  Meigs. 
In  1818  he  was  married  to  Catherine  Huff,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1797,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 6,  1871.  They  were  married  in  Tuscar- 
awas county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  seven  years, 
then  moved  to  Pike  township,  Stark  county,  and 
in  April,  1833,  came  to  Wood  countv,  arriving 
on  the  1 1 th,  and  entered  420  acres  of  land  in 
Center  township,  part  of  which  is  now  occupied 
by  the  county  infirmary.  When  the  township 
was  formed  from  Portage,  the  first  meeting  after 


organization  was  held  in  the  cabin  of  Adam  Phil- 
lips, who  gave  the  name  to  the  township.  There 
his  children  grew  up,  and  each  child  received  a 
piece  of  land.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and 
religiously  was  an  exhorter  in  the  Lutheran 
Church.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  thirteen 
children.  They  were:  Daniel,  who  died  in 

Wood  county;  William,  born  October  31,  1821, 
lives  in  Wood  county;  Eliza,  the  widow  of 
StewartWnderson;  Moses,  who  went  to  California, 
and  is  probably  dead;  Mary,  who  died  unmarried; 
Susan,  who  married  John  Shiner,  and  died  in 
1862;  Aaron,  our  subject;  David,  who  resides  in 
Toledo,  was  in  Company  F,  25th  O.  V.  I.,  for 
one  year;  Noah,  who  was  a member  of  Company 
H,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  entered  the  army  in  1861,  was 
taken  ill  and  died.  Four  of  the  children  died  in 
infancy. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  twenty-two  years  old, 
attending  school  in  a log  school-house  for  two 
terms.  He  was  married  December  11,  1856,  to 
Miss  Anna  Crom,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Center 
township,  Wood  county,  January  7,  1S38.  He 
is  a fruit  grower,  and  was  born  in  Pike  township. 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  March  2,  1832.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips,  as  fol- 
lows: Levi  C.,  born  December  22,  1857  (he 

married  Emma  Duley,  and  they  have,  five  chil- 
dren, Frank,  Alma,  Earl,  Herbert  and  Adel. 
Levi  is  an  engineer  on  the  M.,  K.  & T.  railroad, 
in  Texas);  Mary  B.,  born  March  8,  1859,  died 

September  1,  1859;  Daniel  L. , born  July  24, 
i860,  married  Ella  B.  Gray,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Harvey  A.  ; Daniel  lives  in  Texas;  Mar- 
tha J.,  born  October  3,  1863,  died  August 

15,  1865;  Elsie  E..  born  June  24,  1S70.  died 
September  1,  1872;  George  W. , born  January 
30,  1874,  died  June  30,  1887.  Our  subject, 
after  his  marriage,  settled  on  a tract  of  wild  land 
which  he  improved,  and  where  he  lived  until 
1865,  when  he  sold  it.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  Mr.  Phillips  enlisted,  August  17,  1861. 
and  served  until  honorably  discharged  September 
12,  1864.  He  was  in  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and 
Mill  Springs.  He  was  taken  ill,  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  discharged  for  disability,  when  he  went 
home,  remained  there  a while,  then  re-enlisted 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Buzzard  s 
Roost,  Jonesboro,  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  His 
company  led  the  charge  at  Jonesboro.  He  i Might 
1 close  to  the  works,  and  was  knocked  down  by  the 
concussion  of  a shell. 

After  selling  his  farm,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
he  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  bought  a farm  in 
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Lenawee  county,  and  lived  there  until  1870, 
when  he  moved  to  Carroll  county,  Mo.  He  lo- 
cated in  various  places  at  different  times,  among 
them  being:  . Fulton  county,  Ohio;  Tuscumbia, 
Ala. ; Nebraska;  Colbert  county,  Ala.;  Portage, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio;  and  finally  settled  in  Bowling 
Green.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is 
a Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject's  wife  grew  up  and  was  educated 
in  Wood  county,  and,  like  her  husband,  belongs 
to  the  pioneer  stock  of  Wood  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phillips  live  in  a beautiful  home  in  Bowling 
Green,  where  they  cultivate  fruit,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  berries.  They  are  hospitable,  and  are 
greatly  esteemed  by  their  many  friends  through- 
out the  county. 

John  Crom,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Aaron 
Phillips,  was  a pioneer  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  finally  locating  near  Beaver  Creek,  in 
Wood  county.  Her  father,  Daniel  Crom,  was 
born  May  10,  1805,  and  died  May  10,  1864. 
Her  mother,  who  was  a Miss  Barbara  Oberdorf, 
was  born  in  1809,  and  died  February  9,  1892. 
They  were  married  in  1828,  and  of  the  thirteen 
children  born  to  them  the  following  are  men- 
tioned; Elizabeth,  Margaret,  John,  Anna,  Joseph, 
Aaron,  Simeon,  and  Martha. 

Mr.  Phillips  states  that  on  the  formation  of 
Plain  and  Liberty  townships  Dr.  Manville  gave 
the  name  to  Plain,  and  that  John  Groves,  who  is 
yet  living,  aged  ninety-six  years,  named  Liberty 
township. 

Dickerson  Bowles,  a farmer  of  Milton 
township,  was  born,  November  12,  1836,  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, England,  a son  of  John  Bowles, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  country,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1809.  The  father  was  a farm  laborer 
by  occupation,  and  was  married,  in  Cambridge, 
England,  to  Jane  Dickerson,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1809.  They  came  to  America  in  1852, 
sailing  from  Liverpool,  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  Four  years 
later  they  came  to  Wood  county,  and  the  father 
purchased  a farm  in  Milton  township,  which  he 
improved,  and  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1876.  His  wife 
survived  him,  dying  in  February,  1892.  They 
had  a family  of  ten  children,  namely:  Anna  and 
William,  deceased ; John,  a farmer  of  Milton 
township;  Dickerson;  Sarah,  who  di<  1 in  Eng- 
land; Susan,  wife  of  John  W.  Chappei;  Eliza- 
beth ; James  ; anti  Charles  and  Arthur,  both  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  England,  and 
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came  with  the  family  to  America,  continuing  his 
labors  on  his  father’s  farm  until  1856,  when  he 
went  to  Iowa,  and  for  a short  time  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  rented  land.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  returned  home,  and  continued 
under  the  parental  roof  until  1S66.  During  the 
war,  however,  he  enlisted,  at  Napoleon,  Ohio-,  in 
Company  I,  68th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Poe,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Don- 
elson,  Metamora,  Raymond  and  Champion  Hills, 
and  was  with  Sherman  through  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. He  was  wrounded  at  the  battle  of  Cham- 
pion Hills,  and  again,  August  so,  1864,  before 
' Atlanta,  and  after  his  recovery  marched  with 
Sherman  to  Savannah.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged December  19,  1864.  He  then  returned 
home,  and  purchased  a farm  in  Milton  township. 

On  February  14,  1S66.  Mr.  Bowles  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  jane  Anness,  who  was 
born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  January  12. 
1846.  Four  children  graced  this  union:  Daniel, 
a farmer  of  Grand  Rapids;  Arthur,  who  aids  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Walter,  and 
Albert.  In  politics,  Mr.  Bowles  is  a stalwart 
; Republican.  He  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
: Church.  Industrious  and  energetic,  his  business 
interests  are  well  conducted,  and  his  duties  of 
! citizenship  are  discharged  with  the  same  fidelity 
which  marked  his  army  service. 

Thomas  Ordway,  the  well-known  contractor 
and  builder,  of  Bowling  Green,  has  identified  bis 
name  in  a lasting  way  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  that  town,  and  many  of  its  finest  resi- 
dences and  business  blocks  stand  as  evidences  of 
his  skill  and  workmanship. 

His  father,  Amherst  Ordway.  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1815,  in  Vermont,  and  came  to  Ohio  in 
early  manhood,  locating  first  at  Milan,  Erie 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  House- 
holder’s Corners,  Wood  county,  and  remained 
about  five  years.  He  then  came  to  Bowling 
Green,  purchasing  a large  tract  of  land,  which 
since  his  death,  October  29,  1880,  has  been  known 
as  Ordway ’s  Addition.  He  built  the  first  sawmill 
and  gristmill  at  Bowling  Green,  and  was  a lead- 
ing promoter  of  many  public  improvements.  He 
was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  temperance  cause.  He  marri  d Miss  R \- 
auna  Goodell,  who  was  a native  of  Huron  count} 
being  the  first  white  child  born  in  Townsend 
township.  Her  birth  occurred  Januar}  24.  1817 
and  she  died  May  6,  [876.  Of  their  -even  sons, 
four  served  in  the  army  during  the  Civ  il  war.  two 
losing  their  lives  in  the  defense  of  the  l nion,  name- 
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ly : Andrew,  who  died  at  Athens,  Ala.,  and  Hiram, 
who  was  killed  at  Jonesboro,  Ga.  Tames  re-  ; 
turned  to  Bowling  Green  after  three  years  of  ! 
service,  and  is  now  a contractor  and  builder  there.  ; 
Nehemiah  spent  six  months  at  the  front,  and  then 
returned  home,  where  he  now  resides.  Of  the 
five  younger  children,  Emma,  the  widow  of  \Y. 
A.  Whitaker,  Thomas,  our  subject,  and  Sylvester, 
live  at  Bowling  Green.  Frederick  resides  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  Alice,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife 
of  Wesley  Fox,  of  Chicago  Junction,  Huron 
county. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  5,  1S49,  near 
Milan.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  father's  farm  in  Wood 
county,  and  in  the  high  school  at  Bowling 
Green.  He  worked  on  the  farm  until  the  age  of  j 
twenty-seven,  after  which  he  followed  the  car-  1 
penter’s  trade  as  a workman  until  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  he  began  to  take  contracts  for  build- 
ings, and  also  to  construct  residences  for  sale. 
Among  the  contracts  undertaken  are  those  for  con- 
structing the  Central  school,  the  East  school,  and 
the  finishing  of  the  South  school  building.  He 
has  constructed  about  two-thirds  of  all  the  busi-  j 
ness  blocks  in  the  city,  some  of  which  are  the 
Royce  bank  building,  Chris.  Fehtnann’s  building,  : 
the  Cunning  and  Whitehead  building,  the  Fincoln 
block,  the  Mowrey  block,  and  the  First  National 
Bank  building.  Although  Mr.  Ordway  is  very 
quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  he  has  a reputa- 
tion for  great  firmness  and  persistence  in  any  en- 
terprise once  resolved  upon,  and  this,  with  his 
well-tried  ability^  and  integrity,  has  won  for  him 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  community.  He  was  j 
married  in  1S80  to  Miss  Eloria  Mounts,  who  was 
born  in  Sycamore,  Ohio,  in  1859.  They  have 
three  children,  Amherst,  Katie  and  Donald.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Ordway  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

T.  S.  Brandeberry,  who  is  successfully  en- 
gaged as  a butcher  and  in  the  meat  market  busi- 
ness in  Jerry  City,  was  born  in  Bloom  township, 
on  April  15,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Anna  (Clark)  Brandeberry.  On  the  home  farm  | 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  during  which  time  he 
received  a fair  English  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood. 

Oji  February  21,  1864,  although  not  quite 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  manifested  his  loyalty  \ 
to  his  native  land  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army 
at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany H,  49th  O.  V.  1.,  with  which  he  served 
until  December  28,  1865.  After  the  surrender  of 
General  Lee,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Texas, 


and  there  remained  until  mustered  out  at  Yio- 
; toria,  that  State.  Our  subject  received  his  dis- 
charge at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  never 
! wounded,  but  on  account  of  illness  was  confined 
for  three  months  in  hospitals  at  Chattanooga  and 
Nashville. 

On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Brandeberry  worked 
for  his  father  for  a time,  and  was  also  employed 
by  his  uncle,  Isaac  Brandeberry,  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Wood  county.  In  Bloom  township,  on 
May  21,  1868,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
j Lucinda  E.  Fry,  a native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Jonas  Fry,  a 
farmer.  To  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
one-  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  others  are: 
Carrie  E.,  wife  of  Reuben  Echleberger,  of  Bloom 
i township;  Ahvilma,  wife  of  Wallace  Simon,  of 
the  same  township;  and  Milton  O.,  at  home. 

After  remaining  upon  his  uncle’s  place  for  sev- 
eral months,  Mr.  Brandeberry  returned  to  Bloom 
township,  purchasing  thirty-eight  and  a quarter 
! acres  in  Section  35,  and  on  the  place  erected 
good  buildings  and  made  other  necessary  im- 
provements. There  he  resided  until  April  4, 
1883,  when  he  bought  fifty  acres  in  Section  22, 

: which  he  still  owns.  He  immediately  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  land,  which  is 
now  in  an  admirable  state  of  culture,  and  has 
become  a valuable  piece  of  property,  owing  to 
his  careful  tillage  and  the  neat  buildings  upon  the 
place.  In  January,  1895,  however,  he  removed 
to  Jerry  City,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a 
butchering  business. 

Mr.  Brandeberry  does  not  care  to  take  an 
j active  part  in  politics,  but  always  stands  by  the 
principles  for  which  he  fought,  and  casts  his  vote 
1 with  the  Republicans  every  time.  He  is  a lead- 
ing member  of  Bronson  Post  No.  85,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Jerry  City,  and  attended  the  Encampment  at 
Louisville,  Ivy.,  in  1895,  and  also  the  dedication 
services  at  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  in  September  of 
that  year. 

Orrin  Stearns  (deceased).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  was  born 
in  Montgomery  township,  May  9,  1841,  and  was 
the  fourth  son  and  fifth  child  of  Justus  and  Sarah 
A.  (Davis)  Stearns,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in 
another  part  of  this  volume. 

Mr.  Stearns  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation, and  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy.  On 
September  23,  1S61,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
55th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.;  on  June  1.  1 S64,  was 
promoted  to  corporal,  and  on  July  8.  iso;,  was 
further  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  sergeant. 
He  was  mustered  out  July  11,  18C5,  at  Louis- 
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vilie,  Ky.  While  home  on  a veteran’s  furlough  in 
i 864,  he  was  married,  on  February  4,  in  the  ‘ ‘ Hays 
House,”  Fostoria,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Brandeberry, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  J.  V.  Jones, 
a justice  of  the  peace.  Mrs.  Stearns  was 
horn  in  Perry  township,  April  25,  1846,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Fish)  Brande- 
berry, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  and  the  latter  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio. 

In  the  spring  of  1866  our  subject  came  to  his 
farm,  which  he  had  bought  in  the  fall  of  1S65, 
and  where  his  widow  now  lives.  It  then  con- 
sisted of  1 20  acres,  on  which  stood  an  old  frame 
house  and  another  frame  building.  Mr.  Stearns 
had  saved  $1,500  from  his  army  pay,  and  his 
uife  was  given  $2,000,  so  they  started  in  life  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  In  1876  he  built 
one  of  the  best  brick  residences  in  Perry  town- 
ship. Mr.  Stearns  died,  October  23,  1888,  from 
a lingering  illness  contracted  while  in  the  army, 
and  he  was  buried  in  the  Fostoria  cemetery. 
While  not  physically  strong,  he  was  able  to  at- 
tend to  his  work,  was  an  excellent  business  man, 
dealing  extensively  in  stock,  and  retired  from 
active  life  fourteen  years  previous  to  his  demise. 
He  was  a representative  citizen  and  a stanch 
Republican,  and  served  as  director  of  the  In- 
firmary and  as  trustee  of  Perry  township.  Kind- 
hearted,  he  was  always  ready  to  assist  the  needy 
and  deserving,  and  his  death  was  a great  blow  to 
the  community.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  held 
various  offices,  and  to  which  he  was  a most  lib- 
eral contributor.  Socially,  he  belonged  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  G.  A.  R. , at  Fostoria,  and  was 
buried  by  the  latter  organization  with  all  its  rites 
and  ceremonies. 

Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Stearns  has 
taken  charge  of  the  farm,  which  now  consists  of 
-10  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
She  is  a woman  of  considerable  business  ability, 
and  has  improved  the  place  in  many  ways.  She 
is  a devout  Christian,  and  a liberal  contributor  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she 
has  been  a member  since  fourteen  years  of  age. 
While  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stearns  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  many  others  have  been  given  a home 
with  this  admirable  couple,  who  took  great  pleas- 
ure in  such  philanthropic  work. 

Andrew  Joseph,  the  popular  manager  of  one 
°f  the  departments  in  the  mercantile  firm  of  A. 
broney  & Co.,  at  Bowling  Green,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1866,  in  Troy  township,  this  county. 

George  Joseph,  his  father,  was  born  in  Baden, 


601 


' Bavaria,  January  10,  1812,  and  came  to  America 
! in  early  manhood,  locating  in  Wood  county, 
i where  he  met  his  future  wife.  Miss  Sophia  Het- 
tinger, a native  of  Sencefeldt,  Baden,  born  De- 
cember 26,  1823,  who  came  to  this  county  with 
her  parents  when  she  was  a child.  After  their 
l marriage,  September  12,  iS'41,  they  settled  upon 
! a farm  in  Troy  township,  three  miles  northeast  of 
Pemberville,  where  they  lived  fifty  years,  but 
they  have  now  retired  to  Pemberville  to  pass  the 
evening  of  their  lives.  They  are  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Their 
golden  wedding  in  1891  was  a notable  occasion, 
their  ten  children,  all  living,  making  an  interest- 
ing-group. Of  those  living,  May,  the  eldest,  is 
the  widow  of  M.  Hauber,  of  Freeburg,  111.;  Julia 
is  the  wife  of  David  Bingle,  of  Scotch  Ridge; 
Henry  resides  in  Freeburg,  111.;  George  Jr.,  at 
Wahoo,  Xebr. ; John  lives  at  Wahoo,  Xebr. ; Louie 
resides  in  Center  township ; Frank  is  a resident  of 
j Luckey;  and  Emma  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Andrew  Joseph,  the  youngest  of  this  family, 

: was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools  near  by.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Bowling  Green,  and  now  has 
| charge  of  the  upper  floor  of  the  store  of  A. 
Froney  & Co.,  managing  the  cloak,  draper}-  and 
carpet  departments.  In  this  capacity  he  has 
shown  unusual  ability,  and  proved  himself  entirely 
worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  is  also 
the  fortunate  owner  of  a tract  of  oil  land  now 
i being  developed  by  him,  in  company  with  others. 

under  the  partnership  name  of  Bankey,  Joseph  & 
j Moore. 

In  politics  Mr.  Joseph  is  a Democrat,  sharing 
in  this  the  conviction  of  his  father,  who  has  been 
for  many  years  a firm  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  that  party.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  is 
prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  Bowling  Green. 

J.  D.  Stearnes,  a worthy  representative  of 
the  old  and  prosperous  family  of  that  name 
which  is  well-known  throughout  Wood  county, 
is  a successful  farmer  of  Perry  township,  where 
he  stands  high  in  the  regard  not  only  of  his  im- 
mediate community  but  also  of  all  citizens  in  the 
[ county  who  have  had  business  or  social  relations 
with  him. 

Mr.  Stearnes  is  the  third  child  of  Justus  and 
| Mary  (Hall)  Stearnes,  and  was  born  September 
1,  1854.  His  first  schooling  was  obtained  at 
Sugar  Grove,  in  Perry  township,  and  was  the 
best  that  could  be  afforded  by  the  district  schools 
in  those  days.  He  has  seen  main  e ;ang"S  since 
then  in  the  methods  of  education,  and  has  used 
1 his  influence  in  the  betterment  of  the  schools  of 
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his  locality.  No  one  in  the  county  is  a warmer 
friend  of  education,  or  has  done  more  in  its  in- 
terests, than  Mr.  Stearnes,  and  the  advantages 
now  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  Perry  township 
are  in  a great  measure  due  to  his  untiring  efforts  j 
in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Stearnes  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and 
early  in  life  showed  such  business  ability  that  he  : 
was  intrusted  with  matters  of  great  magnitude 
for  one  of  his  youth,  and  he  managed  them  with 
discretion  and  excellent  judgment.  He  remained  ! 
upon  his  father’s  farm  until  one  year  after  his 
marriage,  and  in  1876,  removed  to  the  farm  on 
which  the  “Old  Stone  House”  stands  and  which 
is  still  his  home.  This  old  mansion,  his  first 
residence,  is  one  of  the  land  marks  of  Perry  I 
township,  and  was  built  in  1840  by  a Mr.  Brown. 
Mr.  Stearnes  purchased  1 1 7 acres  here  of  his  ; 
father,  and  at  once  moved  onto  it,  his  entire 
possessions  being  conveyed  to  the  place  in  three  j 
loads,  such  as  a one-horse  sled  could  carry.  The 
land  was  wet,  and  but  little  draining  had  been 
done,  and,  with  his  poor  team  and  still  poorer 
equipment,  our  subject  found  an  up-hill  task  be- 
fore him.  FI  is  energy  and  industry  were,  how- 

ever, equal  to  the  emergency,  and  by  constant 
labor  and  untiring  perseverance,  as- well  as  good 
management,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  it  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  at  present 
160  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  in  1892  built  one 
of  the  finest  pressed  brick  residences  in  Wood 
county.  His  barns  and  outbuildings  are  also  of 
the  best,  and  the  entire  place  bears  evidence  of 
careful  thrift  and  labor.  Mr.  Stearnes  has  done 
considerable  ditching  by  contract  throughout  the 
county,  and,  since  the  discovery  of  oil  and  gas  in 
this  section,  has  done  a large  amount  of  work  in 
teaming,  etc.,  for  the  oil  producers. 

Our  subject  was  married  September  2,  1875, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Ryes,  who  was  born  August  21, 
1855,  in  Freedom  township,  this  county.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Ryes,  was  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  served  as  a one-hundred-davs’  man  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  His  wife,  mother  of  Mrs.  : 
Stearnes,  was  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Fish,  who  , 
died  in  1864.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Caroline,  wife  of 
Everett  E.  Householder,  living  near  Hoytville, 
Ohio;  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Albert  Addelsperger, 
of  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  On  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Ryes  was  again  married,  his  choice 
being  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Silverwood,  who  boro  him 
two  sons.  Of  these,  William  lives  in  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio,  and  Samuel  was  killed  by  a falling 
tree  when  a lad  of  seventeen.  The  father  died  j 


in  Center  township,  Wood  county,  when  nearly 
sixty  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Stearnes  was  only  nine 
years  of  age  when  her  mother  died,  and  the 
children  were  scattered  among  different  families, 
she  working  for  her  living  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  a most  estimable  woman,  and  is  a good 
wife  and  mother.  The  following  children  have 
come  to  bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife:  Nellie,  born  June  27,  1876;  Alice,  who 

died  when  three  years  old;  Samuel,  born  May 
11,  1880;  Albert  B.,  born  December  17,  1882; 
Sarah  A.,  born  April  9,  1885;  and  Pearl,  born 
Line  17,  1888. 

Mr.  Stearnes  has  always  been  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  is  a leading  member  of  his  party 
in  Perrv  township.  He  has  served  three  years 
as  township  trustee,  and  has  been  a director  of 
School  District  No.  5 for  some  nine  years.  In 
both  these  offices  he  has  done  much  for  the 
growth  and  welfare  of  his  township,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  By  the 
will  of  his  father,  Mr.  Stearnes  was  made  one  of 
the  administrators  of  his  estate,  consisting  of 
over  300  acres  of  land  and  $10,000  of  personal 
property.  He  is  a member  of  No.  445  Lodge,  R.  of 
P.,  at  West  Millgrove,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Rathbone  Sisters,  of  Bloomdale 

J.  M.  Baum,  one  of  the  prominent  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  Ross  township,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  gardening  in  Section  33, 
where  he  located  in  1872,  at  that  time  purchas- 
ing a partially  improved  farm  of  forty  acres.  He 
also  devotes  some  attention  to  fruit- raising,  in 
which  he  has  been  quite  successful.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  Northfield  township,  Sum- 
mit county,  on  Christmas  Day.  1833,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Purkey)  Baum,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  As 
early-  as  1S01,  however,  he  accompanied  his  fa- 
ther, George  Baum,  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  latter,  at  that  time,  purchased  100  acres 
of  land  of  the  government  at  $ 1 .2  5 per  acre.  The 
city  of  Salem  is  now  built  on  the  same.  George 
Baum  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  was  born 
November  17.  1754.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  sailed  for  America,  but,  on  account  of  bad 
weather,  he  was  six  months  on  the  voyage.  He 
landed  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  “sold''  to  .t 
man  for  three  years,  to  pay  his  passage,  the  sum 
being  twelve  dollars.  In  1783  he  was  married  to 
Marv  Higgin,  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Baum  was  married  in  Columbiana 
county.  In  1821  he  became  a resident  of  North 
field  township,  Summit  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  eighteen  miles  from  Cleveland, 
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paying  three  dollars  per  acre  for  same,  and  there 
his  death  occurred  December  24,  1862.  FI  is 
wife  departed  this  world  on  her  birthday,  June 
28,  1S55,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  They  reared 
a family  of  six  children:  John  enlisted  in  the 
ill th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  in  Williams  county, 
Ohio,  and  served  nearly  three  years;  he  died  in 
that  county,  November  16,  1865.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Powell  makes  her  home  in  Xorthfield  township, 
Summit  county.  Mrs.  Mary  White  resides  in 
Jennings  county,  Ind.  ■ Mrs.  Martha  Horner 
lives  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Silver  also 
makes  her  home  in  Jennings  county,  Ind.  A.  M. 
Baum  completes  the  family  list. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  countv, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  up  and  devel- 
oping his  land.  In  1853  he  married  Maria  L. 
Wetherill,  who  was  born  in  Vermilion,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Boughey)  Wetherill,  the  former  a native  of 
England,  the  latter  of  Erie  county.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Plymouth,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  opened  up  a farm;  but  his 
death  occurred  in  Ross  township,  this  county. 
The  mother  has  also  departed  this  life.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born: 
William  T.,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Ross 
township,  and  Rosetta  A. , wife  of  Horace  Rideout, 
of  the  same  township. 

In  politics  Mr.  Baum  is  a Democrat,  and 
takes  considerable  interest  in  all  the  campaigns 
of  that  party.  He  served  as  the  first  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Ross  township,  and  acceptably  filled 
that  office  for  six  years.  Being  very  fond  of 
hunting,  he  used  to  come  to  Wood  county  as 
early  as  1855,  when  game  here  was  quite  plenti- 
ful,  and  engage  in  that  sport.  He  has  always 
taken  a deep  interest  in  everything  for  the  good 
of  the  county,  and  was  one  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Woodville  stone  road. 

John  Schon,  a native  of  Germany,  was  born 
in  the  village  of  Hontheim,  Kreis  Wittlich,  Bey- 
erk  Trier,  on  the  Rhine,  April  26,  1836.  His 
father,  Casper  Schon,  who  was  a farmer  of  that 
locality,  married  Anna  Simmons.  They  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  village,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  named  children:  Ho- 

bartus  and  Barbara,  both  now  deceased;  Marga- 
ret, Christina,  Mathias,  Annie,  Mary  and  Peter, 
all  six  deceased;  Casper,  a farmer  of  Milton  town- 
ship; and  John. 

The  last  named  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy, 
and  acquired  his  education  through  attendance 
at  the  common  schools  between  the  ages  of  six 


and  thirteen  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
he  entered  the  German  army,  and  served  for 
three  years.  At  the  place  of  his  nativity,  in  the 
year  1862,  Mr.  Schon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Barbara  Steffens,  who  was  also  born  in  that 
village,  and  in  1866  they  came  to  America,  sail- 
ing from  Rotterdam  to  Liverpool,  where  they 
spent  sixteen  days.  They  were  then  obliged  to 
return  to  Rotterdam,  on  account  of  the  illness  of 
their  eldest  child;  but  after  two  days  they  took 
passage  on  the  sailing  vessel  “Disburk,"  which 
reached  New  York  four  weeks  later.  From 
there  they  at  once  came  to  Wood  count}-,  and 
Mr.  Schon  purchased  twenty  acres  of  wild  land, 
in  Milton  township,  on  which  he  built  a plank 
house;  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a farm.  In  1S82  he  sold  that  property, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  Jackson 
Prairie;  but  subsequently  he  bought  his  present 
farm,  comprising  seventy-eight  acres.  For  this 
land  he  gave  $5,000,  and  has  since  made  many 
excellent  improvements  upon  it,  so  that  he  now 
has  one  of  the  most  highly  developed  and  desir- 
able country  homes  in  Wood  county. 

The  children  born  to  John  and  Barbara,  Schon 
were:  Casper,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 

years;  John,  a wagon  maker,  of  Michigan:  Annie, 
wife  of  John  Pouff,  of  Ohio;  Frank,  a black- 
smith, of  Milton,  Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles 
Koch,  of  Milton  township;  and  Clement,  of  Illi- 
nois. The  mother  of  these  died  in  1873,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Cus- 
tar.  In  1875  Mr*  Schon  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Margaret  Schmitz,  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  born  February  2.  1841,  and 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1873.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  six  children:  Joseph,  now  of 

Lorain  county,  Ohio;  Margaret  and  Nicholas, 
both  at  home;  Peter,  who  died  in  infancy;  Peter, 
the  second  of  the  name;  and  Lena,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schon  are  members  of 
St.  Louis  Catholic  Church,  of  Custar,  toward  the 
building  of  which  he  was  a liberal  contributor. 

Anton  Schuster,  a well-known  saloon-keeper 
of  Grand  Rapids,  was  born  March  4.  1849,  in 
‘Wirfus,  Rhine  Province,  the  only  child  of  Frank 
and  Sophia  (Wolf)  Schuster.  The  father  was 
a native  of  the  same  place,  born  September  8. 
1S10,  and  came  to  America  in  1863,  locating  on 
a farm  in  Cuyahoga  count}-,  Ohio,  where  lie  died 
April  1 8,  1864.  The  mother  died  when  ' m sub- 
ject was  but  a child.  For  his  second  wife  I rank 
Schuster  married  Anna  M.  Wolf,  by  whom  h 
had  five  children:  Nicholas,  now  a resident  of 

Custar;  Jacob,  a farmer  in  Milton  township;  \\  ill- 
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iam,  who  died  in  childhood;  one  daughter,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Peter,  now  living  in  Mil-  I 
ton  township  with  Anna  M.  Schuster,  his  mother,  j 

Anton  Schuster  came  to  America  with  his  I 
father,  and  remained  in  Cuyahoga  county  until 
1870,  when  he  went  to  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  and 
there  remained  for  two  years.  On  his  return  to 
Ohio  he  settled  in  Custar,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  carpenter  eight  years;  then  moved  to 
W eston,  and  engaged  in  the  saloon  business. 
After  two  years  there  he  transferred  his  business 
to  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  has  prospered,  and  has  built  a fine  brick  busi- 
ness block  there.  In  1883,  Anton  Schuster  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  B.  Shamberger,  a native  of  Lucas 
county,  born  October  2,  1864,  and  died  July  27, 
1884.  On  November  17,  1885,  Mr.  Schuster  for 
his  second  wife  married  Elizabeth  F.  Long,  who 
was  born  December  25,  1858,  in  Lucas  county, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  this  union;  Clare  i 
Cecelia,  deceased;  George  C. ; OmerF. , and  Zgro 
Ross.  In  politics  Mr.  Schuster  is  a Democrat, 
■and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  of  which  his  parents  were  also  adherents. 

Rubellus  J.  Simon,  M.  D.,  the  leading  and 
scholarly  physician  of  Pemberville,  was  born  on 
a farm  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio, 
August  9,  1846,  being  the  next  to  the  eldest  son 
of  Levi  Simon,  whose  biography  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  ten  children,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows;  My- 
conius  N.,  March  3,  1845;  Rubellus  J.  (the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch);  Damiette,  December  iS, 
1847  (she  married  P'rank  Ledyard,  of  Bloom 
township,  and  died  August  23,  1884);  Jerusha, 
October  10,  1850  (she  died  November  10,  1872); 
Belenia,  August  6,  1S52  (she  married  D.  A.  Deal, 
and  died  November  11,  18S4);  Poliander,  July 
22,  1856  (a  remarkable  child,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  August  30,  1863,  was  intellectually 

equal  to  many  of  double  his  years);  Montibello 
and  Mettilene  (twins)  March  28,  1 859  (the  former 
now  a farmer  and  dairyman  of  Bloom  township; 
the  latter  died  September  4,  1863);  Phcebe  E. , 
June  11,  1861  (an  unusually  gifted  child,  possess- 
ing mental  development  far  beyond  her  age  at 
her  death,  December  30,  1877);  and  Elma  O. , 
F'ebruary  19,  1863  (now  Mrs.  Jacob  Fischer,  of 
Helena,  Montana). 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  spent 
at  his  father’s  farm.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  under  the  direction  of  his  parents,  both 
of  whom  had  been  teachers,  and  were  well  fitted 
to  train  him  for  a life  of  usefulness  and  honor. 


At  sixteen  he  entered  the  Poland  Union  Seminar v, 
becoming  a student  in  that  institution  the  same 
year  that  Gov.  McKinley  completed  his  studies 
there.  After  nine  months  in  the  seminary,  he 
received  a teacher’s  certificate,  and  entered  that 
profession,  teaching  the  Mackey  school,  in  Bloom 
township.  For  several  terms  he  taught  there 
and  in  other  districts,  then  entered  the  Findlav 
High  School,  where  he  continued  his  studies  for 
eight  months.  Later  he  taught  in  the  grammar 
school  in  the  same  institution  for  three  terms, 
after  which  he  entered.  Oberlin  College,  expect- 
ing to  fit  himself  more  thoroughly  for  the  profes- 
sion of  a teacher. 

'Two  years  were  spent  in  study  at  Oberlin 
College,  but  meantime  his  ambition  changed. 
Noticing  that  most  of  those  who  devoted  their 
lives  to  teaching  remained  poor,  and  having  a de- 
sire to  gain  possession  of  some  of  this  world's 
goods  by  honest  exertion,  he  determined  to 
abandon  the  profession  upon  which  he  had  en- 
tered. However,  he  taught  a few  terms  after- 
ward, and  in  that  way  gained  the  means  with 
which  to  prosecute  his  medical  studies.  Under 
Dr.  S.  B.  Emerson,  of  Eagleville,  he  began  to 
read  medicine,  then  took  a course  of  lectures  at 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  after 
which  he  continued  to  study  and  practice  with 
Dr.  Emerson  for  a year  and  a half.  Later  he 
took  another  course  of  lectures  at  the  same  col- 
lege, graduating  May  13,  1 S 7 3 . In  August  of  the 

same  year  he  opened  an  office  at  Pemberville, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. 

On  March  4,  1874,  Di.  Simon  was  married 
to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Henry  Mohr,  of  Eagle- 
ville. At  that  time  he  was  in  debt  $600.00,  but 
success  came  to  him  quickly,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
year  he  was  out  of  debt  and  owned  a house  and 
lot.  From  that  time  to  this  he  has  had  a large 
practice,  and  has  acquired  a splendid  compe- 
tence. In  addition  to  professional  duties,  he  has 
done  an  extensive  business  in  fire  insurance,  and 
is  medical  examiner  for  two  of  the  leading  life- 
insurance  companies  of  the  United  States — the 
New  York  Life  and  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York 
He  is  the  owner  of  180  acres  of  fine  land  in  the 
oil  regions,  which  alone  represent  a small  fortune 
Plis  home  is  a beautiful  one,  and  he  also  owns 
other  property. 

Formerly  Dr.  Simon  was  identified  with  the 
M.  E.  Church,  but  there  being  no  Church  of  that 
denomination  in  Pemberville  at  the  time  he  set- 
tled there,  he  became  interested  in  the  Pr>  shy- 
terian  faith,  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Church  here,  and  was  for  eight  years  its  on!\ 
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ekler.  He  has  served  in  that  office  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  has  always  been  one  of  the 
most  active  workers,  not  only  in  the  Church,  but 
also  in  the  Sunday-school,  of  which  he  was  form- 
erly superintendent.  For  six  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  board  of  education,  during 
which  time  the  new  school  building  was  erected. 
During  his  service  of  four  years  as  a member  of 
the  city  council,  the  new  city  hall  was  built.  In 
fact,  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  influential  resi- 
dents of  the  place,  and  has  been  prominent  in  so- 
cial, professional  and  business  circles  He  is  a 
great  lover  of  fine  horses,  and  is  proud  of  having 
a team  that  will  not  “take  dust”  from  any  other 
team  in  Wood  county. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  have  had  four  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  one,  Ina,  when 
three  months  old.  The  only  one  living  is  Nina 
O.,  a bright  and  attractive  child,  now,  fall  of 
1896,  about  four  years  old.  In  politics,  the 
Doctor  is  a strong  Republican,  which  is  also  the 
political  faith  of  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
Simon  family,  now  numbering  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred members. 

Charles  Mercer,  a wealthy  retired  agricult- 
urist of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  April  22,  1826,  but- has  been  for 
over  sixty  years  a resident  of  Wood  county, 
where  his  parents  were  among  the  pioneers. 

His  father,  William  Mercer,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Penn.,  May  13,  1775.  On  the 
8th  of  November,  179S,  he  married  Miss  Charity 
Pettit,  a native  of  Lancaster  county,  born  June 
17,  17S1.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Martha  Pet- 
tit, both  lived  to  a good  old  age,  the  former  dy- 
ing in  1831  at  the  age  of  eightv-seven,  the  latter 
in  1827,  aged  seventy-six.  For  many  years  after 
their  marriage  they  lived  on  a farm  in  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  but  September  20,  1834, 
they  settled  in  Wood  county  upon  a tract  of  wild 
land  purchased  from  the  government,  which  has 
since  been  developed  into  a fine  farm.  They  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  to 
which  all  their  descendants  adhere.  The  father 
died  March  2,  1839,  the  mother  February  2, 
1 85  5- 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  still  living.  The  names 
with  dates  of  birth  and  death  are  as  follows: 
Martha,  September  20,  1799,  1830  (married  An- 
drew Pettit);  Mary  Ann,  May  4,  1801,  1875 

(married  Enos  Monehanj;  George,  April  27,  1803, 
September  1,  1890;  William,  August  13,  1S05, 
1849;  John,  September  9,  1807,  March  4.  1890; 
Daniel,  October  10,  1809,  August,  1885;  Beulah, 
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November  27,  1811,  April,  1887  (married  William 
Pike);  Caleb,  born  March  24,  1814,  lives  in 
Bowling  Green;  Charity,  April  3,  1816,  1875  (mar- 
ried Samuel  Taylor);  Lucretia,  May  12,  181S,  De- 
cember 17,  1847  (married  Henry  Groves);  Abra- 
ham, July  8,  1820,  lives  at  Rudolph,  Ohio;  Ellis 
Ann,  born  April  24,  1822,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Charles,  the  youngest,  is  our  subject. 
Beulah  left  a great  many  descendants  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  DesMoines,  Iowa,  and  Charity  left  a large 
family  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn.,  and  to  the 
north  of  Enon  Valley. 

Our  subject  was  but  eight  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  school  at  Portage.  He  re- 
mained at  the  old  homestead  until  1S88,  when 
he  retired  from  active  work  and  came  to  Bowling 
Green  to  live.  He  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss 
Jane  Mominee,  who  was  born  in  Lucas  county, 
February  28,  1840,  the  daughter  of  Anthony 
and  Angeline  (De  Mars)  Mominee.  Of  the  six 
children  of  Charles  Mercer  and  wife,  three  are 
living.  (1)  Lenora,  born  August  3.  1S56,  died 
January  6,  1865.  (2)  Hiram,  born  December 

31,  1857,  died  January  23,  1S67.  (3)  Abram  F.. 

born  August  1,  1855,  lives  at  the  old  homestead. 
He  was  married  February  26,  1879,  to  Miss 

Frances  C.  Frisbie,  who  was  born  in  Wood 
county,  November  10,  1859.  They  have  had 
four  children — Clayton,  Elmer,  Blanche  and 
Leonard,  of  whom,  the  eldest  died  aged  ten  years. 
(4)  Hamilton,  born  October  22,  i860,  died  Jan- 
uary 7,  1861.  (5)  J.  D.,  born  March  27,  1863, 

lives  upon  a part  of  the  old  farm.  He  votes  the 
Prohibition  ticket,  while  his  father  and  brother 
are  ardent  Republicans.  He  was  married  April 
6,  1884,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Aller,  a native  of 
Geauga  county,  born  May  5.  1863,  and  has  three 
children  — Lorenzo,  Ina,  and  Hazel.  (6)  Alnetta. 
born  May  6,  1870,  was  married  January  2,  1891. 
to  FI.  J.  Kudolph,  and  lives  in  Rudolph,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Mercer  united  with  the  Christian  Church 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  has  been  an  acti\e 
worker  in  its  interests  throughout  his  manhood 

Mrs.  Mercer’s  grandfather,  Louis  Mominee, 
was  born  in  1740,  in  Quebec,  Canada.  In  1850, 

I immediately  after  Montcalm's  defeat,  he  came 
thence  to  what  was  at  that  time  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  settlingin  Monroe  county,  near  Monroe. 
In  1761  he  married  Leahr  Preedom,  and  twenty- 
two  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  An- 
thony Mominee,  Mrs.  Mercer’s  father,  was  the 
twentieth.  He  was  born  January  15,  178;.  n 
Monroe  county,  Mich.,  and  died  July  5,  1854.  He 
served  throughout  the  war  of  1812,  and  during 
that  struggle  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians 
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On  February  17,  1817,  he  married  Margaret 
Duso,  and  by  her  had  two  children.  On  June  4, 
1821,  he  wedded  Angelina  De  Mars,  who  was  born 
October  11,  1800,  and  ten  children  blessed  their 
union,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  only 
son,  Peter,  enlisted  in  1864,  in  Company  A,  130th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  served  sixty  days  in  the  summer  of 
that  year.  Pie  is  now  a resident  of  East  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Of  the  six  daughters,  Angeline  Ducat, 
Margaret  and  Matilda  McCulIock,  reside  in  East 
Toledo;  Mary  Edom,  in  Barry,  III.;  Elizabeth 
Ducat,  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  live  in 
Bowling  Green. 

Andrew  J.  Rickard  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  business  men 
of  Milton,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was 
serving  his  second  term  as  mayor  of  that  city. 
Through  his  various  commercial  interests  he 
proved  an  important  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  town,  and  no  one  is  more  missed  in  the 
community.  He  was  born  in  Chautauqua  coun- 
ty, N.  Y. , March  20,  1S44.  His  father,  Andrew 
Jackson  Rickard,  when  a young  man  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  married  Hannah  Rockwell,  of  Chautau- 
qua county,  where  they  resided  until  1852,  then 
they  removed  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  the  father 
renting  a farm  in  Milan  township.  In  1862  he 
came  by  wagon  with  his  family  to  Wood  county, 
and  settled  on  a farm  near  Bowling  Green.  In 
1 864,  in  connection  wtth  our  subject,  he  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  on  which 
stood  an  old  log  cabin  which  he  made  his  home 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1880  he  lost  his  wife 
by  death,  after  which  event  he  married  Maria 
Porter,  widow  of  Ranee  Porter.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing in  a home  in  Milton,  built  for  him  by  our 
subject. 

Andrew  J.  Rickard,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  one  of  a large  family,  the  others 
being  Ellen,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Gross:  Zinie, 
of  Erie  county,  Ohio;  George  W. , of  Sandusky 
county,  who  was  a member  of  Company  D,  34th 
O.  V.  I.,  during  the  Ci\  il  war,  and  was  captured 
at  Harper’s  Ferry;  Orange  J.,  now  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Sheets, 
of  Milton,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  72nd  O.  V.  I. ; 
Isaac,  who  is  living  near  Eeipsic,  Ohio;  Philip,  of 
Milton;  John,  of  Weston;  Liddy,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years;  and  Nathan,  who  died  in 
Milton  Center  at  the  age  of  thirty.  Our  subject 
attended  school  in  his  native  county;  but  had  to 
pay  a tuition  fee,  and  the  teachers  boarded 
round  among  the  scholars.  He  was  a lad  of 


eight  when  the  family  went  to  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  continued  his  education  and  was  mak- 
ing preparations  to  pursue  a college  course  when 
the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  July,  1861,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  became  a private,  in  Erie 
county,  of  Company  D,  34th  Ohio  Regiment  of 
Zouaves,  under  Capt.  Furney.  At  Cincinnati 
the  troops  embarked  on  a vessel  for  West 
Virginia.  At  the  battle  of  Princeton,  under  Gen. 
Cox,  our  subject  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg 
by  a revolver  shot.  hie  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  and  was  sent  to  a Rebel  hospital,  where 
he  lay  for  ten  months,  when  he  was  paroled  and 
joined  his  regiment  as  soon  as  able.  His  next 
battle  was  at  Fayetteville,  wherein  he  received  a 
severe  gunshot  wound.  He  w'as  taken  prisoner 
; at  Rocky  Gap,  and  sent  to  Andersonville,  where 
; he  remained  until  September,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  Savannah,  Ga. , and  on  the  12th 
i of  October  sent  to  the  stockades  at  Milan,  Ga. 

There  he  was  exchanged,  and  November  19. 

| 1864,  boarded  a boat  on  the  Savannah  river.  At 
Charleston,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  he  had  re-enlisted 
I as  a veteran,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  at 
Wheeling  Island,  July  29,  1865. 

Mr.  Rickard  then  returned  to  Weston,  and 
! began  work  in  a sawmill  for  Clark,  McDonald. 
Richardson  & Stone.  In  that  place  he  pur- 
chased a home,  for  he  had  been  married  in  the 
meantime.  While  home  on  a parole,  after  his 
release  from  Andersonville,  he  was  wedded  in. 
Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  January  17,  1864.  to 
Emma  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Huron  county, 

: Ohio,  August  31,  1843,  and  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
| gust,  1866,  Alice,  their  only  child,  was  born. 
She  is  now  the  wife  of  David  Willier,  a resident 
of  Milton  township,  and  has  two  children.  Mr. 
Rickard  traded  his  property  in  Weston  for  a saw- 
mill in  Milton,  and  began  business  in  this  place. 
His  new  property  was  afterward  destroyed  by 
fire;  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  rebuilt, 
and  later  bought  out  his  partner,  Mr.  Whitaker, 
continuing  alone  for  a number  of  years.  For  a 
time  he  conducted  two  sawmills,  and  was  also 
the  owner  of  a farm  of  (20  acres,  but  this  he 
sold  at  the  time  the  mill  burned  in  order  to  ac- 
quire the  capital  with  which  to  rebuild,  after  a 
second  fire,  in  which  he  lost  between  $6,000  and 
$7,000  worth  of  property.  In  May,  1885,  he 
purchased  a drug  store,  and  up  to  his  death  con 
ducted  a large  and  profitable  business  in  that 
line.  In  addition  he  operated  a planmg-mill  and 
sawmill,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  business  men  of 
Wood  county,  his  success  being  all  due  to  his 
own  efforts.  He.  died  at  his  home  in  Milton 
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Center,  January  1 6,  1896,  of  blood  poisoning, 
and  the  funeral  was  largely  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  the  several  societies  to  which  he  belonged. 
He  was  affiliated  with  Xeibling  Post,  G.  A.  R. , 
of  Weston,  also  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Encamp- 
ment, in  both  of  which  he  filled  all  the  offices, 
and  for  nine  years  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Milton  Center.  In  po- 
litical affairs  he  took  an  active  interest  as  a stal- 
wart advocate  of  Republican  principles,  and  for 
a number  of  years  served  as  township  trustee, 
while,  as  already  related,  he  was  serving  his 
second  term  as  mayor  of  this  city  at  the  time  of 
his  decease.  Fidelity  to  duty  was  one  of  the 
predominating  traits  of  his  character,  and  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  he  was  found  true  and  faith- 
ful to  the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  thereby  winning 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all.  Generous 
and  kind-hearted,  he  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
listening  ear,  and  stretch  out  a helping  hand,  to 
the  unfortunate  and  the  needy. 

N.  Allen  Zimmerman  is  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, having  been  born  in  West  Penn  town- 
ship, Schuylkill  county,  January  13,  1857,  a son 
of  Randolph  and  Hannah  (Dunart)  Zimmerman, 
also  natives  of  that  county,  where'they  were  mar- 
ried in  February,  1856.  In  April,  1857,  they  re- 
moved to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  the  father 
purchased  a farm  in  Homer  township,  but  he 
afterward  left  that  property  and  bought  ninety-six 
acres,  on  which  he  lived  until  coming  to  Wood 
county  nine  years  later.  He  here  purchased  160 
acres  of  wild  land,  but  afterward  sold  eighty 
acres.  His  first  home,  a log  cabin,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  September  9,  1872.  and  they  lost 
all  their  household  effects  save  one  bed  and  a 
sewing  machine.  The  father  died  on  the  old 
homestead,  August  13,  1878,  and  the  mother  is 
now  living  in  Michigan  with  her  son,  -Gideon  P., 
a farmer.  Two  children  of  the  family  are  de- 
ceased: Lambert  Alfred,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  Leanna  Elnora,  deceased,  at  the 
age  of  twentv-six  vears.  The  Zimmerman  fam- 
ily is  of  German  origin,  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Samuel  Zimmerman,  was  the  first  of 
them  to  cross  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States. 
His  parents  died  when  he  was  very  young,  and 
when  twelve  years  of  age  he  came  with  the  fam- 
ily by  whom  he  was  reared. 

Our  subject  was  three  months  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Medina  county,  and  he  there 
began  his  education,  afterward  continuing  his 
studies  in  Wood  county,  acquiring  good  school 
privileges.  During  the  summer  months  he  aided 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  and 


continued  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  Milton  township,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1884,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Revenaugh,  who  was  born  in  Vinton 
county,  Ohio,  November  29,  1861,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  Revenaugh.  They  first  lo- 
cated on  the  old  homestead,  but  in  October.  1884, 

' removed  to  their  present  home,  he  trading  his  in- 
terest in  the  family  farm  for  this  property.  The 
greater  part  of  his  eighty  acres  was  wild  and  un- 
improved; but  with  characteristic  energy  he  be- 
gan its  development,  and  soon  placed  it  under  the 
plow.  Now  well-tilled  fields  surround  a comfor- 
table residence  and  substantial  barn.,  and  the 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  indicates 
I the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Zimmerman  were  born  three  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters,  the  son  being  the 
eldest;  he  was  born  July  16.  1891,  and  died  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month.  The  elder  daugh- 
ter, born  August  26,  1S93,  died  on  the  20th  of 
that  month.  The  younger  daughter,  Ruth  Ethel, 
born  February  26,  1S96,  yet  survives.  They 

also  have  a child  known  as  R.  O.  Zimmerman, 
born  October  31,  1SS6,  whom  they  have  raised 
from  infancy.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Zim- 
1 merman  is  a Democrat.  His  wife  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  both  are  highly  es- 
teemed people  who  have  the  warm  regard  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

John  Kimberlin,  a well-known  pioneer  of 
Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  February  16. 

! 1820,  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania. 

His  immediate  ancestors  have  been  distin- 
guished for  their  valor  and  patriotism.  His 
grandfather,  George  Kimberlin,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washington; 
his  father,  Henry  Kimberlin,  served  in  the  war 
; of  1S12  under  Harrison,  making  a fine  record  as 
a soldier.  Henry  Kimberlin  was  a native  8 
Pennsylvania,  born  December  23,  1789,  and  w..s 
married  there  to  Miss  Sarah  Brewau,  who  was 
born  August  20,  1795,  and  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age,  viz. : 
Mary  A.,  born  October  2,  1816,  married  George 
Gilmore,  May  6.  1841,  and  died  July  13.  1875; 
Delilah,  born  April  21,  1818,  married  John  Dull, 
December  7,  1843,  and  died  May  4,  1888;  John, 
our  subject;  Frances,  born  January  8,  1822.  mar- 
ried George  Older,  August  25,  1S60;  George,  born 
January  11,  1824,  married  Adali/a  Olnev.  Jun 
3,  1856,  now  a prominent  citizen  of  Bowling 
Green;  Jacob,  born  February  27.  1820,  married 
Sobinah  Guyer,  November  to,  1833.  and*  :s 
leading  farmer  of  Grand  Rapids  townsh  p: 
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Amelia,  born  August  S,  1828;  Eliza,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1830;  Catherine,  born  November  22, 
1833,  married  John  W.  Brown,  March  19,  1862, 
and  they  reside  in  Grand  Rapids  township;  and 
Martha  J.,  born  January  2,  1836,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 2,  1S46. 

The  family  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  four  years  later  came  to  Wood  county.  Here 
the  father  bought  a tract  of  wild  land  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  which  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  with  the  help  of  his  children.  He  died 
October  25,  1867,  the  mother  June  20,  1878. 

John  Kimberlin  obtained  his  early  education 
in  an  old  log  school  house  in  the  vicinity,  and 
assisted  in  farm  labor  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. After  leaving  the  homestead  he  worked 
three  years  upon  a neighboring  farm,  and  then 
began  business  as  a contractor  and  builder,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  thirty  years,  building 
school  houses,  churches,  sawmills,  and  many 
private  dwellings,  including  some  of  the  finest  in 
the  township.  In  May,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the 
one-hundred-days’  service  in  Company  I,  144th 
O.  V.  I.,  Col.  Hunt  and  Capt.  McKee  command- 
ing, and  took  part  in  several  of  the  engagements 
which  make  that  year  notable,  among  them 
the  battle  at  Monocacy.  His  regiment  formed 
part  of  the  force  which  frustrated  Early's  designs 
upon  Washington.  On  receiving  his  discharge, 
in  the  fall  of  1864,  he  returned  home  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  his  trade  until  1878,  when  he 
and  his  two  sisters  bought  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  210  acres  of  land  near  Grand  Rap- 
ids, and  began  to  develop  it  into  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  township.  He  has  built  a handsome 
brick  dwelling  house  with  fine  barns  and  sheds, 
and  planted  an  extensive  orchard.  His  attention 
is  chiefly  given  to  stock-raising,  and  he  has  one  ' 
of  the  finest  herds  of  Jersey  cattle  in  the  county, 
some  of  the  animals  being  registered.  His  pres- 
ent success  is  the  result  of  industry  and  frugality, 
and  furnishes  an  encouraging  lesson. 

Mr.  Kimberlin  has  never  married,  but  lives 
happily  with  his  two  sisters,  each  of  whom  owns 
a third  of  the  farm.  He  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs, serving  at  one  time  as  township  supervisor. 

Andrew  J.  Menn,  president  of  the  Ex- 
change Banking  Company  of  Weston,  and  a 
leading  oil  producer  of  this  region,  was  born  in 
Center  township,  Wood  county,  Ohio,  January 
4,  1842. 

W illiam  Munn,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  born  in  1800, 
and  when  a young  man  came  to  Wood  county, 


where  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  passed 
in  Macoupin  county,  III.,  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  had  two  brothers,  who  also 
came  to  this  country,  and  one  of  whom  went 
west,  the  other  settling  in  New  York  and  acquir- 
ing a fortune.  William  Munn  kept  an  inn  on 
the  old  Munn  farm  in  Center  township  until  his 
death  in  1852,  and  his  house  was  a favorite 
resort  for  the  pioneers,  who  revelled  in  old  songs 
and  stories,  and  for  the  local  politicians  among 
whom  he  was  a leader.  He  married  Miss  Nancy 
Boosinger,  a native  of  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
and  had  two  daughters,  who  died  early  in  youth, 
and  seven  sons,  as  follows:  Robert,  deceased. 
George  F. , living  in  Portage;  David,  murdered 
in  Texas  on  a sheep  ranch;  James,  who  died  in 
Bowling  Green;  Andrew  Jackson,  our  subject: 
Matthew,  who  lives  at  the  old  homestead,  and 
William  a resident  of  Bowling  Green. 

A.  J.  Munn  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  county.  On  June  20, 
1862,  he  entered  the  100th  O.  V.  I.  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
23rd  Army  Corps,  Central  Division.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  battle  at  Knoxville  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  Lynchburg,  Ya.,  being  re- 
tained there  for  a few  days,  then  in  Libby  prison 
for  three  weeks,  and  in  Belle  Isle  for  six  months. 
He  and  his  companions  escaped  through  a tunnel, 
but  was  captured  while  cutting  loose  a canoe.  Mr. 
Munn  was  beaten  o\er  the  head  with  a revolver, 
all  were  compelled  to  crawl  back  through  the  tun- 
nel, and  as  each  man’s  head  emerged  it  was 
struck  with  a spade.  While  suffering  and  death 
reigned  supreme  in  the  prison,  the  captives  were 
aggravated  by  a gang  of  thieves  among  their  own 
numbers,  who  stole  all  articles  of  value  which 
they  could  secure,  and  traded  them  to  the  Rebels. 
This  gang  Mr.  Munn  assisted  in  breaking  up. 
Shortly  after  this  was  done,  he  and  others  were 
removed  to  the  Pemberton  Building,  and  later 
to  Andersonville,  where  they  arrived  March  15, 
1864,  an  attempt  to  escape  from  a box  car  while 
cn  route  failing,  partly  because  of  the  breaking  of 
, a saw.  Mr.  Munn  and  John  Cain  of  the  Penn- 
] sylvania  Cavalry,  Kilpatrick’s  Divison,  escaped 
, soon  afterward  and  traveled  all  night,  but  at 
J daybreak,  while  passing  a gristmill,  they  were  seen 
\ and  pursued  by  the  entire  neighborhood  assisted 
by  bloodhounds.  Fortunately  the  latter  followed 
the  winding  trail,  and  did  not  come  ftp  to  them 
until  the}-  were  in  custody  of  men  who  fed  them 
■ and  sent  them  back  to  the  prison  in  a bugg} 
The  next  escape  was  accomplished  while  assigned 
to  carrying  out  the  dead  bodies  from  the  prison 
Twenty-four  who  made  the  attempt  were  re-cap- 
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tured,  and,  after  a night  around  a camp-fire,  were 
taken  before  the  notorious  Capt.  Wirtz.  He 
ordered  all  valuables  to  be  taken  from  them;  but 
as  luck  would  have  it  the  man  who  did  the 
searching  had  an  honest  and  sympathetic  heart, 
and  in  Mr.  Munn’s  case  he  reported  that  he 
found  only  two  dollars,  and,  retaining  the  rest, 
he  afterward  expended  it  for  food  and  other  sup- 
plies for  him.  The  prisoners  were  then  formed  in 
line  and  questioned  as  to  their  mode  of  escape, 
which  they  refused  to  reveal.  They  were  threat- 
ened with  150  lashes  each  if  they  did  not  re-con- 
sider  this  decision,  but  while  they  were  debating 
the  matter  a dispatch  arrived  telling  how  they  had 
escaped.  They  were  then  ordered  to  march  to  a 
pileof  thirty-two-pound  iron  balls,  each  man  pick- 
ingup  one  and  carryingit  to  the  blacksmith'sshop, 
where  it  was  attached  to  his  ankle  by  a chain. 
This  done,  they  were  started  on  a run  for  the 
prison,  the  chains  cutting  deeper  into  their  flesh 
at  every  step;  but  after  they  were  out  of  Capt. 
Wirtz’s  sight  they  were  permitted  to  take  sticks, 
and,  by  tying  strings  to  end  of  stick  and  in  link 
next  ball,  carried  the  balls  before  them  as  they 
walked.  They  were  compelled  to  hobble  up  to 
quarters  every  morning  for  inspection,  but  in  a 
few  days  Mr.  Munn  managed  to  make  an  open 
link  and  detached  his  weight,  replacing  it  when 
called  to  quarters.  He  finally  managed  to  file 
the  band  off,  and  was  ready  for  another  escape. 
Ten  dollars  secured  him  a place  on  the  detail 
which  brought  in  wood,  and,  while  out,  his  plan 
was  favored  by  a terrific  rain  storm  which  made 
the  guards  return  in  haste  to  shelter. 

Our  subject  had  kept  well  in  the  rear,  and 
giving  his  wood  to  his  companions  he  ran  to  an 
outside  building  where  a friend,  Turner  Winn, 
was  detailed  as  cook.  On  his  advice  Mr.  Munn 
secreted  himself  in  a marsh  near  by  to  wait  for  a 
supply  of  food,  but,  although  he  remained  im- 
mersed in  the  water  for  several  hours,  he  missed 
his  friend  and  was  obliged  to  start  hungry  on  his 
journey  through  the  inky  darkness  and  pouring 
rain.  He  walked  all  that  night,  only  to  find  him- 
self at  dawn  close  to  the  prison  walls,  having 
traveled  in  a circle.  His  dismay  can  hardly  be 
imagined,  but  he  had  no  time  to  brood  over  his 
mistake,  and  starting  south  he  met,  four  miles 
out,  a negro  who  secreted  him  and  brought  him 
food.  That  evening  our  hero  started  across  the 
fields  in  a northwesterly  direction  in  a cold,  driz- 
zling rain,  which  chilled  him  to  the  heart.  Al- 
most despairing,  he  made  several  attempts  to 
find  shelter  and  rest  in  lonely  houses,  but  found 
each  one  occupied  by  sleepers  whom  he  feared  to 
arouse.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  throw  himself 
30 


j upon  the  ground  and  abandon  all  hope,  he  heard! 
hogs  squealing,  and  finding  their  pen  he  kicked 
them  out  of  their  warm  nest  and  dropped  down/ 

\ into  it  himself,  losing  consciousness  the  moment 
he  fell.  On  awakening,  he  found  the  sunshine 
beaming  upon  him,  and  a white-haired  negro  call- 
j ing  the  hogs  to  feed.  When  Mr.  Munn  rose  up 
poor  old  “Father  Buckhorn”  stood  speechless 
| with  astonishment  until  he  learned  that  the 
stranger  was  a “Yankee  soldier.”  “ Lord  bress 
! you,”  he  said,  “I  thought  it  was  a new  Christ 
I come  to  earth.”  He  was  the  overseer  of  the 
plantation,  and  taking  Mr.  Munn  out  into  an  oat 
field  he  made  him  a bed  of  straw,  and  soon  the 
colored  women  supplied  him  with  an  abundance 
of  food.  The  news  that  “Father  Buckhorn” 
had  found  a “Yankee”  in  the  hog  bed  spread 
i far  and  wide  among  the  negroes,  and  made  that 
poor  old  sla\e  the  hero  of  the  hour.  From  all 
\ directions  the  darkies  crowded  in  to  look  upon 
! the  visitor,  and  they  alternately  laughed  and 
; cried  as  they  made  him  repeat  again  and  again 
the  story  of  his  adventures  and  the  progress  of 
the  war.  Their  joy  at  seeing  one  of  their  long- 
hoped-for  deliverers  was  pathetic,  and  such  ex- 
pressions as  “God  bress  de  Yankee  generation; 

I deys  done  come  at  last,  ” were  frequent.  A Con- 
federate uniform  was  found  for  him,  and  at  night 
j a haversack  full  of  food  was  provided;  but  he  was 
too  weak  to  carry  it,  and  a darkey  offered  to 
carry  it,  as  he  was  going  twenty  miles  north  to 
see  his  wife.  Hope  and  strength  returning,  Mr. 
Munn  walked  on  through  several  nights  without 
special  incident,  resting  during  the  day,  but  when 
his  food  was  gone  he  was  again  in  perplexity. 
Shouts  from  a darkey  meeting  led  him  safely  to 
i a place  where  a friendly  colored  man  cared  for 
him,  hiding  him  in  a barn  and  giving  him  a new 
supply  of  food.  Warned  against  going  north, 
where  the  Rebel  forces  were  concentrated,  he 
took  a new  direction,  and  met  varying  fortunes, 
swimming  rivers,  walking  miles  in  the  bed  of  a 
small  stream  in  order  to  leave  no  trace  for  the 
hounds  to  follow,  and  at  times  subsisting  on 
huckleberries  when  no  colored  ally  could  be  found. 
At  one  point  the  negroes  warned  him  against  fol- 
lowing the  road  farther,  as  two  neighbors  kept 
bloodhoundswho  would  know  that  he  was  a Yankee 
in  spite  of  all  precautions.  He  tried  it,  however, 
on  a dark  night,  mounted  on  a mule,  but  the 
hounds  at  the  first  house  made  such  an  outcry 
that  he  dared  not  go  on.  He  had  many  other 
! narrow  escapes,  his  gray  suit  serving  him  well  on 
several  occasions.  Once,  when  desperate  for 
food,  he  entered  a house  and  told  the  lady  who 
1 met  him  that  he  was  a Confederate  soldier;  but 
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after  some  conversation  learned  that  she  was  a 
Unionist,  and  then  confessed  his  own  identity. 
Her  husband  had  gone  away  rather  than  fight 
against  the  North,  and,  as  both  were  suspected, 
she  was  afraid  to  do  much  to  help  him.  In 
a few  hours  a Rebel  neighbor  came  in,  but  so 
good  account  did  Mr.  Munn  give  of  himself  that 
he  departed  satisfied,  and  the  lady  expressed 
amazement  that  even  a Yankee  should  be  able  to 
invent  such  a story  while  he  was  telling  it. 
When  night  came  she  sent  him  to  a Union  man 
nearby,  who  was  at  first  chary  of  his  confidence; 
but  he  and  his  son  finally  accepted  him  as  “gen- 
uine,” and  kept  him  up  until  a late  hour  telling 
them  the  news  of  the  war,  accurate  intelligence 
seldom  reaching  the  rural  communities.  He  slept 
that  night  in  a corn  crib,  as  they  were  in  fear  of 
the  Rebels,  and  the  next  morning  while  eating 
his  “ corn  pone”  he  was  told  that  the  Unionists 
had  taken  Rome,  Ga.,  sixty  miles  away,  and  had 
a post  at  Cross  Plains,  only  fifteen  miles  from  his 
stopping  place.  On  reaching  Cross  Plains  he  found 
this  incorrect.  He  was  well  treated  there,  how- 
ever, by  the  negroes,  dined  in  the  yard  of  a 
stanch  Rebel,  and  passed  the  pickets  safely.  He 
tried  to  keep  to  the  mountains  in  order  to  avoid 
the  relays  and  stations  on  the  road  to  Rome;  but 
having  been  told  by  a negro  how  to  pass  them 
safely,  he  tried  to  follow  the  road,  but  was  pur- 
sued by  a detachment  from  the  next  post.  After 
swimming  a creek  and  running  a long  distance, 
he  fell  down  exhausted  in  an  oat  field,  where  he 
lay  all  night,  listening  to  sounds  of  battle,  by 
which  he  decided  that  the  Rebels  were  retreating. 
The  next  morning,  Monday,  July  4,  1864,  he 
made  his  way  to  the  Union  outposts.  But  his 
troubles  were  not  yet  over.  The  most  vexatious 
incident  of  all  his  tedious  wanderings  came 
through  his  very  accurate  “make  up”  as  a Con- 
federate. He  was  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
guard  house  with  other  prisoners,  and  with  diffi- 
culty obtained  an  interview  with  the  colonel  in 
command,  who  finally  became  convinced  of  his 
loyalty,  and  offered  him  a position  on  his  staff. 
This  was  declined  as  Mr.  Munn  wished  to  rejoin 
his  company,  which  he  succeeded  in  doing  a few 
weeks  later,  at  Atlanta.  With  the  regiment  he 
remained  until  mustered  out  in  September,  1865. 

On  returning  home  lie  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Ottawa,  later  moving  to  a farm  near 
Portage  and  establishing  a grocery  in  that  village, 
where  he  also  served  four  years  as  postmaster. 
In  June,  1883,  he  went  to  Cleveland  and  entered 
the  commission  business;  but  in  1884  came  to 
Weston  and  opened  a store  for  general  merchan- 
dise, which  he  conducted  eight  years,  and  of 


which  he  made  a success.  Following  the  arts  of 
peace  a.s  energetically  as  he  did  those  of  war,  he 
has  been  a leading  factor  in  many  enterprises. 
He  was  the  chief  organizer  of  the  Exchange  Bank- 
ing Company  of  Weston,  and  has  been  its  presi- 
dent from  the  start.  With  others,  he  engaged  in 
oil  producing,  and  now  has  an  interest  in  twenty 
productive  wells,  and  others  ii\  process  of  de- 
velopment, and  holds  a number  of  promising 
leases  besides.  When  Mr.  Munn  was  seventeen 
years  old  he  received  $500  from  his  mother  as 
his  share  oi  the  paternal  estate,  and  on  this  cap- 
ital founded  the  prosperity  he  now  enjoys.  He 
bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Portage  town- 
ship.- "and  has  ever  since  dealt  largely  in  real  es- 
tate in  Wood  and  Henry  counties. 

In  1866  Mr.  Munn  married  Miss  Louise  J. 
Turner,  of  Portage,  who  was  born  in  1S44.  They 
have  three  children:  Arthur,  assistant  cashier 

of  the  Exchange  Banking  Co.;  Maude  L. , who 
married  J.  V.  Baldwin,  of  Weston,  and  has  one 
son,  Andrew  Edward;  and  Jessie  M. , the  wife  of 
Ambrose  C.  Vedder.  'of  St.  Augustine,  P'la. 
(they  have  one  son,  Munn  C.  A.  Vedder).  Mr. 
Munn  erected  his  pleasant  home  in  1892,  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  county.  Pie  is  quite  a traveler, 
and  recently  spent  six  months  at  St.  Augustine, 
Fla.,  where  he  has  a cottage.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
was  brought  up  a Democrat,  but  during  the  Civil 
war  changed  his  political  opinions,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party. 

Marion  V.  Cox,  a farmer  of  Milton  township, 
was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  near  Bucy- 
rus,  April  2,  1847.  His  parents,  George  and 

Nancy  J.  (Young)  Cox,  were  also  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  the  former  born  in  Harrison 
county,  in  1816,  the  latter  in  Guernsey  county, 
in  1826.  They  were  married  in  Richland  county, 
later  removed  to  Crawford  county,  and  about 
1856  became  residents  of  Morrow  county.  In 
April,  1S61,  the  father  enlisted  in  Company  I. 
65th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  afterward  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
and  in  1871  came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  is 
now  living  a retired  life  in  Weston;  his  wife  died 
there  in  May,  1893.  Their  children  were  Marion 
V.;  Martha,  wife  of  Samuel  Wikel.  of  Wingston; 
George,  a teamster  of  North  Baltimore;  Pillen. 
wife  of  Jack  Wall,  of  Wingston;  Charles,  a farm- 
er of  Oklahoma;  Yiona,  wife  of  Albert  Hessong. 
of  Milton  township,  and  Virginia,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years. 

Our  subject  acquired  a district-school  educa- 
tion, and  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy.  In  1862, 
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uhen  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  joined  the  ; 
t'nion  army  in  Morrow  county,  and  became  a 
member  of  Company  I,  85th  0.  V.  I.  At  the  end 
«,f  six  weeks  he  was  transferred  to  the  87th  Ohio  1 
Regiment,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Harper’s  i 
perry,  but  not  long  after  was  paroled.  Being  \ 
now  a paroled  prisoner,  he  enlisted  in  Company  | 
» 54th  Battalion,  Ohio  State  Guards,  for  serv-  ’ 
ice  in  the  State.  In  1863,  although  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  great  risk  he  ran,  as  a paroled  pris- 
oner, to  re-enlist  for  active  service,  yet  he  joined 
Company  E,  21st  O.  V.  Y.I.,  in  which  regiment  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Tunnel  Hill,  and,  on 
July  9,  1864,  was  wounded  by  a minie  ball  in  the 
right  arm,  which  kept  him  from  duty  for  two 
months.  He  then  joined  his  regiment  in  front  of 
Atlanta,  went  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea,  and  was  in  the  Carolina  cam- 
paign. While  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  21,  1865, 
he  was  honorably  discharged.  Mr.  Cox  says  he 
could  relate  many  a heart-rending  scene  he  was 
an  eyewitness  to  during  his  war  experiences. 
For  a man  of  his  age  during  the  war,  he  saw  a 
great  deal  of  hard  service. 

Soon  after  his  return  home,  Mr.  Cox  went  to 
the  lumber  woods  of  northern  Michigan,  where  j 
he  was  engaged  in  making  shingles  for  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Findlay,  Ohio,  in 
1S69,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Almira  Fel- 
ler, who  was  born  near  Findlay,  May  26,  1850. 
They  rented  the  old  Foulk  farm,  in  Hancock 
county,  but  after  a year  rented  a farm  in  Wood 
county.  On  the  latter  place  they  lived  for  a 
year,  and  Mr.  Cox  then  purchased  his  present 
place  of  eighty  acres.  This,  however,  he  sold 
after  a year,  and  for  six  years  rented  and  operated 
the  Samuel  Case  farm,  in  Liberty  township.  He 
then  again  purchased  the  farm  in  Milton  town- 
-hip,  and  has  made  excellent  improvements  upon 
it,  including  the  erection  of  an  elegant  and 
spacious  dwelling.  Industry  and  enterprise  are 
numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics,  and 
have  been  important  factors  in  his  success.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cox  have  a family  of  seven  children: 
Rosie,  wife  of  Ira  Lance;  Ina;  Eldon;  Clay  and 
Clyde,  twins;  Blaine  and  Olive;  they  also  lost 
one  child  that  died  in  infancy.  The  parents 
occupy  an  enviable  position  in  social  circles,  and 
have  many  warm  friends.  Politically,  Mr.  Cox 
afiiliates  with  the  Republican  party:  in  religious 
faith  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  United  Brethren 
t-hurch,  and,  socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  His  duties  of 
‘ itUenship  are  discharged  with  the  same  loyalty 
as  when  a soldier  boy  he  followed  the  stars  and 
stripes  on  Southern  battle  fields. 


William  Furry.  Among  the  old  pioneers 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  Lake  town- 
ship, there  is  probably  no  more  prominent  figure 
than  Mr.  Lurry,  who  makes  his  home  in  Section 
27.  He  is  a native  of  Stark  county,  born  in 
1833,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  Henry  and  Fannie 
(Butler)  Furry,  the  latter  of  whom  died  August 
20,  1885.  The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  reared  and  married,  and 
in  1833  he  took  his  family  to  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
but  the  same  year  carne  to  Wood  county,  locat- 
ing at  Stony  Ridge.  He  was  employed  for  a 
time  on  the  Maumee  pike,  and  later  entered  land 
in  Lake  township,  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  in  1866.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Stony  Ridge,  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church 
erected  at  that  place.  He  and  his  wife  were 
faithful  members  of  that  Church  until  God  called 
them  to  a better  land. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  nine  children — five  sons  and  four 
daughters — the  others  being  as  follows:  Jacob 

enlisted  in  October,  1861,  at  Stony  Ridge,  in  the 
72nd  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  discharged  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  August  21,  1862;  he  died  at  Pemberville, 
Wood  county,  in  August,  1S95.  George  resides 
at  Stony  Ridge.  Mrs.  James  Whitmore  lives  at 
Haskins,  this  county.  Mrs.  Margaret  Jennison 
died  at  East  Toledo  in  1S90.  Mrs.  Catherine 
McCutcheon  makes  her  home  at  Stony  Ridge. 
John  enlisted  at  Stony  Ridge  October  19,  1861, 
in  Company  E,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years, 
and  was  mustered  in  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  he 
served  in  the  quartermaster’s  department  until 
honorably  discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky. . in  1865; 
his  death  occurred  at  Woodville,  Ohio,  in  1 SS 7 . 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Shook,  of  Stony 
Ridge.  Charles  makes  his  home  at  Gibsonburg, 
Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  at  Stony  Ridge  and  in  Lake  township, 
where  he  was  educated,  and  he  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  when,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  at  Stony  Ridge, 
in  Company  E,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years. 
He  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Columbus,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Western 
army.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  he  received  a 
gunshot  wound,  and  at  the  battle  wear  Ripley. 
Miss.,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  After  three  months 
and  a half  confinement  in  Andersonville  prison, 
he  was  sent  to  Florence,  and  later  to  Lawton, 
thus  experiencing  nine  months  of  Rebel  prison 
life.  At  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
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charged  in  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Lake  township,  Wood  county,  where  it  took  him 
some  months  to  recuperate.  He  has  since  made 
his  home  upon  his  present  farm. 

In  1S65,  in  that  township,  he  wedded  Miss 
Hannah-  Akersberger,  a native  of  Wood  county, 
and  a daughter  of  George  Akersberger,  an  early 
pioneer  of  the  township,  who  died  in  1S95,  but 
upon  the  old  home  farm  his  widow  still  resides. 
Mrs.  Furry  died  in  186S,  leaving  one  child — 
Edgar  George.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject 
wedded,  in  1869,  Miss  Hattie  Wicks,  a native  of 
Sandusky  county.  Her  parents,  John  and  Sarah 
(Hartzefi)  Wicks,  were  born  in  Union  county, 
Penn.,  thence  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  later  to  Sandusky  county,  where  they  were 
numbered  among  the  earliest  pioneers,  and  in 
1868  became  residents  of  Lake  township,  Wood 
county,  locating  upon  a farm.  In  that  township 
the  father  died  in  1887,  and  the  mother  in  1891. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furry  have  had  eight  children: 
Jonas  W illiam,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Lake 
township;  John  James;  Henry  B. ; Floyd  A. ; Pal- 
mer E. ; Irvin  E.  ; Ray  R. ; and  Harry,  who  died 
in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 

P'or  sixty-three  years  Mr.  Furry  has  been  a 
resident  of  Wood  county,  during  which  time  he 
has  witnessed  its  wonderful  development,  and  has 
been  of  material  assistance  in  its  advancement. 
On  h is  fine  farm  of  sixty-five  acres  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  and  the  place  well  in- 
dicates his  careful  supervision,  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry. He  takes  considerable  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  always  supporting  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Stony  Ridge, 
and  are  faithful  workers  in  same. 

John  Hartman,  who  is  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturists  and  prosperous  men  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Perrysburg,  that  county,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1834,  the  eldest  of  the  eight  children  of 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Lichtenberger)  Hartman. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  natives 
of  Germany,  the  father  born  May  24,  1S0S,  in 
Wurtcmberg,  and  the  mother  on  March  12,  1812, 
near  Strasburg.  In  1834  they  were  married  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Wood  county 
the  same  year,  first  locating  in  Perrysburg,  after- 
ward, in  1836,  removing  to  Bowling  Green,  in 
which  vicinity  he  carried  on  farming.  The  father 
died  April  8,  1890;  the  mother  is  still  living. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  John;  Frederick, 

a farmer  in  Plain  township;  Josephine,  wife  of  F. 
Nobles,  a farmer  in  Center  township;  David,  a 
farmer  in  Plain  township;  George,  also  a farmer 


in  Plain  township;  Elizabeth,  who  resides  with 
her  mother  in  Bowling  Green;  Electa,  also  living 
at  home;  and  Leonard,  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Center  township,  Wood  county.  All  of 
the  sons  are  wealthy  farmers,  and  have  spent 
their  lives  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowling  Green. 

John  Hartman  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Center  township,  and  obtained  the  principle  part 
of  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  also  at- 
tending two  years  at  the  Perrysburg  High  School. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Lock  & Peck,  of  Bowling  Green,  as  clerk.  In 
the  fall  of  1854,  he  studied  one  term  in  the  col- 
lege at  Berea,  and  he  taught  school  successfully 
forsix  terms.  After  his  marriage,  he  settled  on 
a farm  in  Plain  township,  where  he  has  lived 
some  thirty-eight  years.  He  first  bought  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land,  and  now  owns  150  acres,  all 
of  which  he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  by  assiduous  labor  and  careful  atten- 
tion to  the  details  of  his  work  he  has  become  a 
wealthy  man.  His  example  is  one  that  ought  to 
encourage  any  young  man  to  go  and  do  likewise. 
When  only  eighteen  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  he  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune.  Many  of  the  settiers 
at  that  early  da)’  depended  upon  hunting,  trap- 
ping and  fishing  for  their  livelihood,  and  as  the 
advance  of  civilization  gradually  destroyed  these 
means  of  subsistence,  they  eventually  drifted  out 
to  the  frontiers,  or  took  up  some  other  desultorv 
method  of  making  a living.  Our  subject,  on  the 
contrary,  turned  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil, 
and,  as  the  country  grew  up  around  him,  found  a 
reward  for  his  labors  in  the  products  of  his  fields, 
and  the  enjoyments  of  social  life.  To-day  he 
ranks  among  the  wealthy  and  honored  citizen^  of 
the  county  who  have  aided  in  her  growth  and 
progress,  and  who  take  pride  in  the  great  devel- 
opment of  her  wonderful  resources.  He  has  kept 
a diary  for  twenty-three  years,  on  one  page  re- 
cording the  weather  and  directions  of  the  wind, 
and  on  the  other  his  business  transactions  and 
events  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hartman  was  married  December  23,  1858. 
to  Miss  Estella  Sholes,  who  was  born  in  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  January  28,  1841.  Her  father. 
Alva  Sholes,  was  of  English  descent,  born  De- 
cember 11,  1815,  in  Genesee  county,  N.  V.,  son 
of  John  and  Phoebe  |/Pond)  Sholes,  who  were 
natives  of  eastern  New  York.  In  1S41  they 
migrated  westward  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Kane 
county,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  engaged  in  farming.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Solomon,  Steven,  Roxanna,  Alva,  Sylvia. 
David  and  Hiram.  Alva  Sholes  came  to  Huron 
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county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  December 
6,  i S 39,  to  Eliza  Jane  Moore.  They  became  the 
parents  of  Hve  children,  viz.:  Estella  (Mrs.  Hart- 
man); Leuthera  (Mrs.  James  Mann),  of  Plain 
township;  Dalinda  (Mrs.  Frederick  Hartman), 
who  died  in  1873;  Alice  J.  (Mrs.  Dr.  Manville), 
of  Bowling  Green;  and  Frank,  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Alva  Sholes  came  to  Wood  county  in 
1848,  settling  on  a farm  in  Plain  township,  where 
he  died  in  January,  1S92.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican.  Mrs.  Hartman’s  great-grandfather, 
John  Moore,  came  from  Germany  to  the  United 
States  with  Lafayette,  under  whom  he  served  as 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hartman,  namely:  (1)  Josephine  is 

the  wife  of  J.  W.  Underwood/ assistant  cashier  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Bowling  Green;  they 
have  two  children — Estella  and  Esther.  (2)  Ern- 
est is  a graduate  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Pharmacy,  and  is  a druggist  at  Weston,  Ohio.  (3) 
Eugene,  born  April  17,  1869,  was  educated  at 
Fayette  and  Wauseon  Normal  Schools,  and  was 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools  one  term;  he  is 
now  farming  at  home.  (4)  Winifred,  born  March 
14,  1877,  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Hartman  is  a Republican  in  political  belief;  has 
served  as  township  trustee  and  as  school  director 
of  his  district,  but  he  is  no  office  seeker,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private  interests. 

John  Layman,  a pioneer  agriculturist  and  lum- 
berman of  Webster  township,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1839,  in  Berne,  Switzerland.  His  parents, 
John  and  Martha  ( Jacobs ) Layman,  were  both 
natives  of  that  place,  and  were  married  there.  In 
1849  they  came  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land  in  Webster  town- 
ship. Our  subject's  father  was  a man  of  great 
energy  and  practical  ability,  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  a consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  died  in  August,  1872,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  until  August  13,  1893.  ' Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Barbara;  Peter,  a farmer 

in  Webster  township;  Chris;  William;  John,  our 
subject;  and  Anne. 

Mr.  Layman  was  ten  years  old  when  he  came 
to  America,  and  he  remembers  well  the  scenes 
and  experiences  of  pioneer  times,  when  Indians, 
wolves  and  mosquitoes  kept  the  settlers  in  con- 
stant dread  and  discomfort.  The  first  home  of 
the  family  was  a little  log  cabin,  and  thev  nearly 
starved  at  times.  Their  wheat  had  to  be  carried 
thirty  miles  to  mill.  When  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  Mr.  Layman  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
tilth  O.  V.  I.  (Capts.  Yeager  and  Norris  com- 
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j manding ).  He  took  part  in  thirty-two  hard- 
fought  engagements,  the  principal  ones  being 
Stone  River,  Allatoona,  Resaca,  Lost  Mountain, 

| siege  of  Knoxville,  Chattanooga,  Cedar  Rapids, 
Utoy  Creek,  Fort  Anderson,  Raleigh,  and  Atlanta. 
He  was  discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. , June  27, 
1865.  Returning  home,  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  forest  land  near  Luckey,  and  erected  a saw- 
mill, which  he  operated  for  twenty  years.  In 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Smith,  also 
a native  of  Berne,  Switzerland.  They  have  four 
children:  Frank,  Fred,  Mary  and  Edward.  In 

| politics,  Mr.  Layman  is  a Republican,  and  he  be- 
I longs  to  Benedict  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Pemberville. 
hie  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  at  Luckey. 

James  S.  Salsberry,  who  is  numbered  among 
I “the  boys  in  blue”  of  the  Civil  war,  and  now 
follows  farming  in  Milton  township,  was  born  in 
Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  November  2:8, 
1838.  Jonathan  Salsberry,  his  father,  a miller 
by  trade,  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  in 
May.  1786.  He  learned  his  trade  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  there  married  to  Catherine  Plott, 
a native  of  the  Keystone  State.  They  afterward 
removed  to  Ohio,  locating  on  a tract  of  wild  land 
in  Liberty  township.  Wood  county,  where  they 
lived  until  1864,  when  the  father  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Milton  township,  and  con- 
tinued its  cultivation  until  his  death  in  1883.  His 
wife  passed  away  several  years  previous.  Their 
children  were:  Sibylina,  wife  of  W.  H.  Cotton, 

of  Milton;  Salinda  Ann,  wife  of  Jonathan  L. 
Wheaton,  of  Nebraska;  Salathiel  Edwin,  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas;  Cinderella  Phoebe,  deceased 
wife  of  Langdon  C.  Hubbard;  Stanilaus  Rudolph, 
late  farmer  of  Milton  township  (now  deceased); 
James  S.,  our  subject:  Sabina  I.,  deceased  wife 
of  Edward  Remington;  Samaria,  wife  of  Thomas 
Hill,  of  Milton  township;  Samaritan  Mortimer, 
of  Norwalk,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  and  Salva,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

On  the  old  family  homestead  our  subject  was 
! reared.  While  in  Liberty  township  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school 
house,  with  its  fireplace  and  other  primitive  fur- 
nishings. In  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
! Union  army,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
B,  111th  O.  V.  I.  Going  to  the  front  soon  after, 
his  command  was  engaged  in  chasing  Buell  in 
Kentuckv,  and  on  November  16,  1863.  he  was 
taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Atlanta,  afterw  ard  to 
Savannah,  and  thence  to  Richmond,  where  he 
remained  until  released,  January  1.  1804.  He 
\ then  joined  his  regiment  at  Big  Shanty,  Ga.  He 
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took  part  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the  ! 
Atlanta  campaign,  also  the  siege  of  the  city,  and  : 
was  once  wounded  by  a rninie  ball  in  the  right 
knee.  He  was  discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.  C..  \ 
and  while  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  27,  1865,  he 
was  mustered  out.  At  once  returning  home,  he 
resumed  farming. 

On  November  11,  1866,  in  Milton  township, 
Mr.  Salsberry  was  married  to  Susan  D.  Castle, 
who  was  born  near  Sandusky,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio, 
August  31,  1847,  and  is  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Castle,  a farmer,  who  was  born  in  Greene  coun- 
ty, N.  Y. , in  1818.  When  a young  man  Mr. 
Castle  went  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  wedded  Elizabeth  Philo,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  March  26,  1821.  A year  later  the}' came 
to  Ohio,  locating  on  a farm  near  Sandusky,  and 
in  1855  they  arrived  in  Wood  county,  making 
their  home  in  Milton  township,  where  Mr.  Castle  : 
died  July  26,  1892.  His  widow  is  still  living 
in  Custar.  Their  children  were:  Anna,  deceased 
wife  of  Stanley  O.  Shaw;  Malbon  W.,  who  en- 
tered the  army,  and  died  at  Graysville,  Ga. ; 
Mrs.  Salsberry;  Isaac,  deceased;  Sarah  J.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Barnett  Older;  David  H.,  who  was 
drowned  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months;  Caro- 
line, deceased  wife  of  David  Bredbinner;  John  F. , 
a farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Alice  C.,  wife  of 
James  Russell,  of  Isabel  county,  Mich  ; and 
Henrietta,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  Salsberry  and  his 
wife  located  in  Milton  township.  A year  later 
they  removed  to  Ironton,  Mo.,  but  after  six 
months  went  to  St.  Francis  county,  Mo.,  where.  • 
Mr.  Salsberry  purchased  100  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  lived  for  a year  and  a half.  He  then 
returned  to  Wood  county,  and  after  a short  time 
took  up  his  residence  in  Custar,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  clerking  for  two  years.  He  next  rented 
land  for  a few  years,  after  which,  in  1883,  he 
purchased  fifty  acres,  twelve  of  which  were 
cleared.  In  1892  he  erected  his  present  com- 
modious and  comfortable  home,  and  in  1891  he 
built  a large  and  substantial  barn,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  August  26,  1895.  To  him  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  three  children:  (1)  Elmo 
Earle,  born  April  27,  1868,  in  Missouri;  he  was  J 
married,  October  19,  1891,  to  Fannie  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Fellers,  farming 
people  of  Henry  township,  and  to  them  was 
born,  October  18,  1802,  a daughter,  named 
Pearl;  Elmo  E.  Salsberry  is  now  teaching  school 
in  North  Baltimore.  (2)  Elda  B.  also  a school 
teacher),  born  November  5,  1871,  in  Milton 
township;  he  was  married,  September  1 1 , 1890, 
to  Nora  B. , daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winfield 


Barber,  farming  people  of  Milton  township,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children,  their 
names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : 
James  W.,  February  25,  1892;  Opal  M.,  April 
12,  1893;  Malbon  E.,  February  5,  1894.  (3,. 

Roland  was  born  November  26,  1S80,  and  is 
attending  school  in  Custar.  The  parents  are 
active  members  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Salsberry  was  a Democrat  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  became  a 
stanch  Republican. 

A.  J.  Harman,  a straightforward  and  indus- 
trious farmer,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
and  respected  families  of  Montgomery  township, 
where  he  was  born  in  Section  30,  September  7, 

1 868,  and  is  the  youngest  child  of  William  and 
Mary  (Kyser)  Harman.  He  acquired  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood — his 
first  teacher  being  Erasmus  Musser — and  re- 
ceived a careful  home  training,  remaining  a 
member  of  the  parental  household  until  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  en- 
tered the  stave  mill  at  Prairie  Depot  belonging  to 
Smith.  Hathaway  & Co.,  where  he  was  employed 
as  fireman  and  at  running  the  engine. 

In  that  village,  April  21,  1888,  Mr.  Harman 
married  Miss  Amanda  Amos,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Ste\e  Angus.  The  lady  is  also  de- 
scended from  a respected  pioneer  family  of  Wood 
county,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Portage  town- 
ship, where  she  was  born  October  18,  [868. 
However,  she  accompanied  her  parents,  George 
and  Sarah  A.  (Jackson)  Arnos,  to  Montgomery 
township  when  a small  child,  and  was  there 
reared.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife:  Mabel  M. , born  October 

31,  1 8 89;  Hazel  L , born  February  27,  1 S91 : and 
Pearly  J.,  born  February  3,  1895,  and  these 
compose  an  interesting  little  group.  -~ 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harman  rented  four 
lots  of  his  father  in  Prairie  Depot,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  fall  of  1889,  when  he  located 
upon  the  home  farm  in  Montgomery  township, 
and  there  continued  until  his  present  comfortable 
home  was  erected  in  1893,  where  they  removed 
on  October  5.  He  has  twenty  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land,  upon  which  he  has  placed  many 
substantial  improvements,  and  no  happier  or 
pleasanter  home  can  be  found  anywhere.  For 
nearly  two  years  he  was  a pumper  for  the  Hazel- 
wood Oil  Company,  in  which  position  he  re 
mained  until  January  31,  1896,  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  oil  property  for  the  Stitts,  Pool  \ 
Harris  Oil  Co.  He  is  a steady-going  young  man. 
destined  to  become  a substantial  farmer,  and 
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bears  an  excellent  reputation  throughout  the 
community,  where  he  has  always  made  his  home. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat, 
ever  casting  his  vote  in  support  of  the  principles 
of  that  party. 

A.  B.  Miller.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
stands  second  to  none  among  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Jerry  City.  The  place  of  his  nativity  is 
Upper  Paxton  township,  Dauphin  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  was  born  March  30,  1816;  he  was 
christened  Amos,  but  later  for  convenience  took 
the  initial  B,  and  is  now  known  as  A.  B.  Miller. 

His  parents,  Daniel  and  Magdalene  (Kanaga) 
Miller,  were  of  Swiss  extraction,  their  ancestors 
having  come  from  Switzerland  many  generations 
ago,  locating  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  during 
its  pioneer  days.  Our  subject  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  the  family  left  the  Keystone 
State,  making  the  long  journey,  by  way  of  Pitts- 
burg, to  Scipio  township,  Seneca  county,  where 
the  father  had  previously  purchased  182  acres  of 
land  and  erected  a cabin.  He  and  his  wife  came 
in  a carriage,  while  our  subject  drove  a one-horse 
wagon  containing  bedding  and  provisions,  and 
his  brother  Simon  drove  a four-horse  team 
hitched  to  a covered  wagon.  It  was  two  years 
after  the  parents  left  their  home  in  Pennsylvania 
before  they  located  in  Seneca  county,  as  they 
had  stopped  at  Mrs.  Miller’s  father's  farm  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  there  making  a temporary 
home  while  the  father  looked  up  a suitbale  loca- 
tion. His  death  occurred  in  Seneca  county  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years  and  nine  months, 
while  his  wife  had  reached  the  very  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three  years  and  three  months,  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  She  was  a woman  of  the 
greatest  vitality,  always  active  up  to  the  time  of 
'her  death.  In  the  family  were  five  children, 
namely:  Simon,  who  died  in  Seneca  county 

when  nearly  eighty  years  of  age;  Elizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  George  Shaffner,  and  died 
when  past  the  age  of  sixty  years;  A.  B.,  of  this 
sketch;  Fannie,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the 
age  of  thirteen;  and  John  K.,  of  Seneca  county. 

The  earl}'  education  of  our  subject  was  such 
as  the  subscription  schools  of  Pennsylvania  af- 
forded at  that  early  day,  when  manual  labor  was 
considered  of  more  importance  than  literary 
studies.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  one  of  the  first  important 
steps  toward  the  establishment  of  a home  of  his 
own,  was  his  marriage  which  took  place  in  Bucy- 
rus,  Ohio,  February  23,  1841.  his  bride  being 
Miss  Nancy  Shaffner,  who  was  born  in  Dauphin 
county,  Penn.,  September  21,  1S22.  She  was 


I the  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  nine 
children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  born  to 
Martin  and  Sarah  (Flischer)  Shaffner.  While  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania,  her  father  followed 
tanning;  but  on  locating  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  in  1828,  he  took  up  farming,  which  he  fol- 
j lowed  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  1 824,  after  which 
i Mr.  Shaffner  was  three  times  married,  and  became 
the  father  of  twenty-one  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  but  the  others  all  lived  to  adult 
! age,  the  youngest  dying  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  William  H.,  who  served  for  three 

i years  during  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany H,  101st  O.  V.  I.,  and  is  now  living  in 
Portage  township,  Wood  county;  Isaiah  S.,  a 
resident  of  the  same  township;  John  W.,  a mer- 
chant of  West  Millgrove,  Ohio;  Mary  M..  wife 
I of  John  Johnston,  Jr.,  of  Portage  township; 
Sarah  E.,  wife  of  John  Reese,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship; Martha  J.,  now  Mrs.  Levi  Butturf,  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio;  Amanda,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years;  Annie  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  Todd,  and  died  in  Portage  township;  Amos 
; A.,  who  died  in  infancy ; Nannie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  was  the  wife  of  Cyrus 
Johnston;  Ida  A.,  widow  of  Henry  Brown,  of 
Jerry  City,  Ohio;  and  a son  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence,  and  its  mem- 
i bers  have  become  useful  and  respected  citizens. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  began  housekeeping  on 
T an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Seneca  county,  partially 
cleared,  where  they  made  their  home  until  Feb- 
~ruary,  1864,  when  they  came  to  Section  10, 
Portage  township,  Wood  county,  buying  160 
acres  of  land.  There  they  continued  to  reside 
until  March  4,  18S0,  since  which  time  they  have 
I found  a pleasant  home  in  Jerry  City,  though  they 
j still  own  fifty-eight  acres  in  Section  32,  Portage 
■ township.  For  over  fifty-five  years  they  have 
traveled  life’s  journey  together,  strengthening 
each  other  during  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of 
life,  but  are  now  resting  after  their  labors,  sur- 
rounded by  a loving  family  and  many  warm 
friends.  Both  are  earnest  Christians,  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Radical  United  Brethren  Chun  h 
For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  was  a Republican, 
but  now  supports  the  Prohibition  party. 

James  Smith,  deceased.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  formerly  a well-known  citi  on  of  Bownn^ 
Green,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  n th 
year  1S15.  He  came  to  America  when  iweiits 
i years  of  age,  and  for  two  years  lived  in  Nw 
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York  City,  but  finally  located  at  Little  Falls, 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
thirty  years  engaged  in  merchant  tailoring.  He 
married  a native  of  Little  Falls,  Miss  Phally  Den- 
nis, who  was  born  August  15,  1824,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Betsy  (Simmons)  Den- 
nis. They  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  but  came 
to  New  York  in  early  youth,  where  they  met  and 
married.  Mr.  Dennis  was  a prominent  resident 
of  Little  Falls,  a millwright  by  trade.  He  'lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty,  but  Mrs.  Dennis  died  at  the 
age  of  forty  years.  Of  their  four  children,  Mrs. 
Smith  is  now  the  only  survivor.  The  others 
were  Thomas,  a resident  of  New  York  State; 
Mary,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Eleanor.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  continued  to 
reside  at  Little  Falls,  where  children  were  born 
to  them  as  follows:  Edmund,  born  June  30, 

1847,  died  in  childhood;  Clarissa,  born  July  20, 
1849,  who  married  George  West,  and  died  June 
19,  1872,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mabel,  now 

Mrs.  Strouse,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  George,  born 
June  5,  1853,  who  married  Miss  Maggie  Tisseur, 
and  died  August  f 1,  1892,  leaving  three  children 
— Floyd,  Laminne,  and  Marie;  Julia  A.,  born 
March  29,  1 S 5 8,  who  married  Frank  H.  Boughton, 
of  Bowling  Green,  and  has  three  boys,  Wal- 
ter, Solon  and  LeRov.  Two  great-grandchildren 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith — Phally  and  Clara 
Strouse — live  with  their  parents  at  Fostoria. 

After  thirty  years  of  active  business  life  at 
Little  Falls,  Mr.  Smith  moved  with  his  family  to 
Bowling  Green,  where  he  had  made  some  profit- 
able investments,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days  there  in  retirement.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  although  he  was  never  a politi- 
cian, he  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  public 
movements.  His  death  occurred  in  1883,  and 
since  that  time  Mrs.  Smith  has  lived  in  her  own 
home,  only  two  blocks  from  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Boughton.  Her  few  remaining  relatives  take 
delight  in  her  occasional  visits.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  twenty 
years;  but  her  age  prevents  her  from  taking  an 
active  part  in  Church  work. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cranker  Williams,  of  Perrys- 
burg,  the  widow  of  Alfred  Gillette  Williams,  who 
was  for  many  years  a leading  business  man  of 
Wood  county,  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  her  vicinity. 

Her  parents,  Peter  and  Margaret  (Meagley) 
Cranker,  were  honored  pioneers  of  Perrysburg, 
where  our  subject  was  born  November  13,  1840, 
and  grew  to  useful  womanhood,  receiving  an  ex- 
cellent education,  and  early  taking  a prominent 


part  in  social,  religious  and  philanthropical 
circles.  On  December  30,  1866,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mr.  Williams,  a man  in  whom 
all  the  sterling  uprightness  and  courage  of  his 
Welsh  ancestry  was  revealed  in  daily  life.  He 
was  born  in  Steuben,  N.  Y. , November  21,  1S32, 
but  his  parents  moved  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  in  the 
following  year,  and  there  he  remained  up  to  the 
age  of  seventeen.  Having  decided  upon  a mer- 
cantile calling,  he  served  an  apprenticeship,  by 
clerking  some  years,  in  Fayette,  Ohio,  and 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  afterward  traveled  as 
a salesman  for  a firm  in  Maumee  City,  gaining 
valuable  experience  of  which  he  made  good  use  in 
later  years.  In  i860  he  came  to  Perrysburg, 
and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  business,  in  which  they  built  a 
substantial  and  profitable  trade.  After  some 
years  he  withdrew  from  this  firm  and  devoted 
his  time  to  other  enterprises,  notably  the  oil  in- 
dustry. He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wooden-ware,  and  in  the  inter- 
est of  his  business  he  traveled  extensively.  His 
efforts  in  every  line  were  rewarded  with  success, 
but  his  generous  nature  made  him  a liberal  dis- 
penser of  the  wealth  which  flowed  in  his  busy 
hands. 

A devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  to  which  he  gave  faithful  service  as 
steward,  trustee,  class-reader  and  Sunday-school 
teacher,  he  was  also  a ready  financial  supporter 
in  every  emergency.  Religion  was  not  with  him 
a form : it  was  an  essential  part  of  his  life.  In  early 
manhood,  while  at  Maumee  City,  he  had  experi- 
enced a deep  spiritual  awakening  which  left  no 
doubt  within  him  as  to  the  transcendent  value  of 
the  higher  life.  It  was  his  delight  to  serve  the 
cause  of  the  Church  in  any  capacity,  and  when 
elected  in  1891  as  lay  delegate  from  the  Central 
Ohio  Conference  to  the  General  Conference,  he 
regarded  it  as  the  greatest  honor  of  his  life.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican,  though  his  father 
was  a Democrat,  and  for  several  years  he  served 
on  the  school  board,  but  was  no  office  seeker. 
Socially  he  was  a Master  Mason.  He  passed 
away  October  17,  1892.  after  a short  illness,  in 
full  assurance  of  the  faith  of  Christ.  Only  the 
day  before  his  death  he  exclaimed,  his  face  radi- 
ant with  happiness,  “ Oh,  I have  received  such 
a blessing  this  week.”  He  left  three  sons. 
Alfred  R.,  born  September  5,  1868,  who  married 
Clara  Chappuies,  and  has  two  children  A 1 f r <_  i 
Russell,  Jr.,  and  Elbert  }.;  Ernest  Roy,  born 
June  11.  1879,  and  Arthur  G.,  born  October  S. 
1882,  both  of  whom  live  with  their  mother  at  the 
family  residence  on  Second  street,  a home  where 
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a]j  that  could  minister  to  culture  and  refinement  is 
gathered.  Mrs.  Williams,  always  a ready  help- 
meet to  her  husband  in  his  philanthropies,  still 
continues  the  work  in  which  he  delighted,  and 
gives  freely  of  her  means  and  sympathies  to 
every  worthy  movement. 

Mrs.  Jane  Davis  conducts  a general  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Dunbridge,  and  well  de- 
serves mention  in  the  history  of  the  county.  She 
was  born  in  Webster  township,  March  6,  1S48, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Hugh  and  Jennie  (David- 
son) Stewart,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Scotland.  She  attended  school  in  Webster  town- 
ship, and  remained  at  home  until  1S72,  when 
she  became  the  wife  of  William  Davis.  Of  their 
marriage  were  born  six  children — Anna  M.,  who 
was  born  July  11,  1874,  was  educated  in  Dun- 
bridge  and  in  Ada,  Ohio,  and  was  for  two  terms 
a school  teacher,  but  now  occupies  the  position 
of  stenographer  with  the  firm  of  Royce  & Coon, 
of  Bowling  Green;  Margaret  J.,  born  August  16, 
1876,  is  at  home;  Frederick  W. , born  August 
19,  1878,  and  Maurice,  born  October  19,  1880, 
operate  the  home  farm;  Mary  E. , born  October 
13,  1882,  and  Daisy  V. , born  December  9,  1884, 
complete  the  family. 

Mrs.  Davis  remained  on  the  farm  until  1884, 
when  she  removed  to  Dunbridge  and  established 
the  store  which  she  still  conducts,  being  one  of 
the  first  citizens  of  the  place.  In  addition  to  the 
care  of  the  store  she  manages  a farm  of  ninety-six 
acres  in  Webster  township,  which  she  owns,  and 
which  she  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. She  possesses  excellent  business  and  execu- 
tive ability,  is  enterprising  and  progressive  in  her 
business  methods,  and  by  her  true  womanliness 
and  helpful  spirit  has  won  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  she  has  been  brought  in  contact.  She  is 
certainly  a most  estimable  lady,  and  is  now  a 
valued  member  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
and  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah. 

Erastus  Musser,  one  of  the  successful  edu- 
cators of  Wood  county,  was  born  in  Section  25, 
Portage  township,  April  28,  1849,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  Musser,  a native  of  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Michael  Mus- 
ser, became  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers  of 
Portage  township,  where  he  died  in  1852,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  at  Millgrove. 

Samuel  Musser,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  manner  of  most 
farmer  lads,  and.  after  his  marriage,  located  on 
the  farm  where  he  still  resides.  In  the  spring  of 
1836  he  came  to  Portage  township,  and  here 


married  Miss  Hulda  Tefft,  a daughter  of  Ezekiel 
Tefft,  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  became 
theparentsof  five  children:  Erastus,  subject  of 

this  sketch;  William,  of  Portage  township;  Mercy, 
now  Mrs.  James  Waugh,  of  Webster  township, 
Wood  county;  Ezekiel,  a mason  and  farmer  of 
southwestern  Kansas;  and  Albert,  who  died  while 
young.  In  1856  Mrs.  Musser  passed  away  and 
was  buried  in  Millgrove  cemetery.  For  his  second 
wife,  Mr.  Musser  wedded  Abbie  Mader,  who  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  May  27,  1836, 
and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely: 
Rosetta,  who  died  in  childhood;  David  W. , of 
Portage  township;  Hulda  J.,  wife  of  William 
Dicken,  of  Montgomery  township.  Wood  county; 
Charley,  at  home;  and  one  daughter  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  father  died  January  6,  1S96,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  is  interred  in 
the  cemetery  at  Millgrove.  He  thoroughly  rep- 
resented the  pioneers  of  the  community,  as  he 
aided  in  its  development  and  contributed  gener- 
ously to  promote  its  prosperity.  By  the  aid  of 
his  sons  he  transformed  his  wild  uncultivated 
land  into  a highly  improved  farm.  In  him  the 
Democratic  party  had  one  of  its  most  earnest 
supporters. 

The  school  days  of  Erastus  Musser  were 
mostly  passed  in  District  No.  7,  Portage  town- 
ship, his  first  teacher  being  Marilla  Lamson,  and 
there  he  acquired  a good  education.  Being 
reared  on  a frontier  farm,  he  soon  became  famil- 
iar with  the  arduous  tasks  incident  to  such  a life, 
and  received  a thorough  training  as  an  agricult- 
urist. Since  the  age  of  twenty-three,  however, 
he  has  engaged  in  teaching,  being  employed  in 
Portage,  Bloom  and  Montgomery  townships, 
Wood  county,  and  has  proved  himself  a capable 
and  reliable  instructor.  He  has  taught  every 
winter,  and  missed  but  few  summer  terms.  A 
man  of  genuine  worth,  and  more  than  ordinary 
intellectual  attainments,  he  enjoys  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact.  He  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  assessor  of 
Portage  township  for  two  years. 

George  Kimberlin.  Few  men,  indeed,  are 
there  who  live  out  the  period  of  man’s  allotted 
years  here  on  earth,  practically  with  one  people, 
who  can  look  back  over  an  official  life  of  nearly 
a third  of  a century,  and  say  that,  without  an 
exception,  the  offices  sought  him.  and  not  he 
them.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  and  who  is 
now  passing  the  evening  of  a well-spent  and  use- 
ful life  in  a comfortable  home,  as  a retired  farmer 
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and  citizen  of  Bowling  Green.  Born  January  11. 
1824,  in  Huntingdon  county,  Penn.,  of  parents 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Brewau)  Kimberlin.  Our 
subject  on  his  father's  side  descended  from  Ger- 
man ancestors. 

George  Kimberlin,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
was  a member  of  Washington's  bodyguard  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  after  which  he  settled 
in  what  is  now  Bedford  county,  Penn.,  and  died 
in  Huntingdon  county,  same  State.  He  was  an 
orphan,  and,  with  the  exception  of  his  nationality 
and  the  few  facts  above  mentioned,  nothing  is 
known  of  his  family  or  of  his  early  life.  The 
paternal  grandmother  was  a Miss  Wagner,  who 
also  died  in  Huntingdon  county.  They  left  a 
large  family,  of  whom  the  following  are  men- 
tioned: John,  who  became  a Methodist  minister 

and  removed  to  New  York  State;  George,  who 
died  young;  Henry;  Michael  (deceased),  who  was 
a resident  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio;  and  David, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Wood  county. 

Henry  Kimberlin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  Huntingdon  count),  Penn.,  and  took 
part  in  the  war  of  1812,  entering  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  being  located  at  Fort  Meigs.  Just 
before  the  battle  by  Tecumseh  he  was  taken  ill 
with  chills,  having  been  subject  to  the  ague,  and 
was  left  in  the  rear,  but  insisted  on  going  into 
battle.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  back 
to  Pennsylvania,  but  in  the  spring  of  1827  re- 
moved to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1831  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  locating  on  the  river  just 
below  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  died  about  1S67, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was  an 
Old-line  Whig,  later  a Republican.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which 
he  was  a local  preacher,  and  was  noted  among 
the  pioneers  as  the  one  who  preached  the  greatest 
number  of  funeral  sermons.  While  a man  of 
only  a meager  education,  he  was  a deep  thinker, 
possessed  good  hard  sense  which  made  him  prac- 
tical in  business  affairs,  and  a most  useful  citizen 
among  the  pioneers.  His  name  frequently  occurs 
on  the  records  of  the  early  history  of  the  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  who 
served  in  Weston  township  during  the  period  be- 
tween 1831  and  1S41.  Sarah,  his  wife,  died  in 
1878  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
To  their  marriage  had  been  born  ten  children, 
named:  Mary  Ann  .deceased),  who  wasthewife 

of  George  Gilmore,  of  this  county;  Delilah,  who 
was  married  to  John  Dull,  and  who  also  died  in 
Wood  county;  John,  now  living  near  Grand 
Rapids,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years;  Francis, 
the  wife  of  George  Older,  a resident  of  Michigan; 
Amelia  and  Eliza,  unmarried;  Catherine,  the 


wife  of  John  W.  Brown,  of  Grand  Rapids; 
Martha  Jane,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years;  Jacob,  now  of  Grand  Rapids;  and 
George. 

George  Kimberlin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
coming  to  a new  country  when  a lad,  had  but 
meager  educational  advantages,  receiving  only 
such  instruction  as  was  usual  to  the'pioneer  chil- 
dren of  that  day.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years  he  received  one  year’s  training  in  the 
schools  of  Perrysburg,  which,  followed  by  subse- 
quent reading  and  self  application,  made  him  a 
well-informed  and  practical  business  man.  His 
early  life  was  passed  on  the  farm  of  his  father, 
whom  he  assisted  in  the  general  work  incident  to 
pioneers  of  Wood  county.  In  1856  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Adaliza  Olney,  a native  of  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  March  25,  1S29,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Emerson)  Olney 
who  were  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Wood 
county,  and  whose  history  appears  in  the  sketch 
of  Samuel  R.  Junkins,  of  Bowling  Green.  Mrs. 
Kimberlin,  who  was  a woman  of  many  Christian 
virtues,  was  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
Her  death  occurred  at  Bowling  Green,  January 
15,  1892.  There  were  no  children  born  to  the. 
marriage. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kimberlin  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Grand  Rapids,  this  county,  where  he 
continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  fall  of 
1871,  when  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  treas- 
urer of  Wood  county,  to  which  office  he  had 
been  previous!)  elected.  His  election  was  for  a 
period  of  four  years,  which  term  he  served  out. 
and  a vacancy  occurring  in  1881  he  served 
another  year  by  appointment.  While  a resident 
of  Weston  township  he  had  for  fourteen  years 
been  the  township  clerk;  was  real-estate  assessor 
of  the  township  in  1870;  and  in  [S90  served  sim- 
ilarly in  Plain  township.  So  well,  and  with  such 
care  did  Mr.  Kimberlin  serve  the  people  of  the 
township  and  county  in  transacting  the  business 
intrusted  to  his  care,  that,  when  his  term  of  office 
had  expired,  they  were  loath  to  give  him  up,  and 
his  successors  to  the  office  of  treasurer  made  him 
their  deputy  for  ten  years.  Even  this  did  not 
suffice,  for  he  has  been  called  to  assist  in  the 
several  county  offices  at  periods  from  that  time 
to  the  present.  He  brought  to  these  various 
branches  of  county's  business,  intelligence,  fit- 
ness, and  a popularity  that  rendered  him  a nu"t 
useful  and  safe  official,  and  a satisfactory  >ne 
Possessed  of  a patriotism  inherited  from  an  an- 
cestor of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  from  in- 
father,  a soldier  ot  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Kimber- 
lin in  the  dark  days  of  1864  left  the  plough  in  the 
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furrow,  shouldered  his  musket,  and  went  to  the 
front  to  bear  an  honorable  part  in  the  compaign 
of  the  command.  He  enlisted  in  May,  1864,  in 
Company  I,  144th  O.  V.  I.  He  became  second 
lieutenant  of  that  company,  and  took  part  in  the 
bayonet  charge  at  Monocacy,  Md.  He  was  dis- 
charged in  September  of  that  year  (1864). 

Mr.  Kimberlin  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Wood 
county,  and  a thoroughly  representative  business 
man  of  the  community,  in  which  he  has  mingled 
so  many  years.  He  is  identified  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican.  He 
possesses  a fine,  well-improved  farm  of  nearly 
150  acres  in  Grand  Rapids  township. 

A.  R.  Mathews,  who  has  served  as  agent  at 
Webb  for  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  since  his  ap- 
pointment, on  January  5,  1876,  is  probably  the 
oldest  employe  on  the  division,  and  his  long- 
continued  service  certainly'  indicates  his  faithful 
discharge  of  duty.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Ashland  county  in  1836,  and  when  five  years 
of  age  was  taken  to  what  is  now  Bryan,  Will- 
iams Co.,  Ohio,  by  his  parents,  George  and  Mar- 
garet (Hamilton)  Mathews.  The  father  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  Ashland 
county,  this  State,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
blacksmithing  until  his  removal  to  Bryan,  in  1841. 
There  he  began  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  a farm,  but  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
his  new  home,  as  he  died  in  the  year  1844, 
leaving  two  children — our  subject,  and  his  brother 
George,  who  enlisted  in  Williams  county  in  1862, 
in  Company  D,  38th  O.  V.  I.,  and  veteranizing 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  which  he 
was  twice  wounded.  He  still  makes  his  home  in 
Will  iams  county.  In  1847  the  mother  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Caszett,  who  by'  his  first  union 
had  four  sons — Adam,  who  was  in  the  three- 
months’  service  during  the  Civil  war,  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Michigan;  Franklin  and  Ker- 
ry, also  residents  of  the  same  State;  and  John, 
who  died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio.  By  her  sec- 
ond union  the  mother  of  our  subject  had  two 
children — Andrew  P.  and  Deborah,  both  of  Isa- 
bella county,  Mich.  Her  death  occurred  on  the 
old  home  in  Williams  county,  in  i860. 

In  that  county  our  subject  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, and  the  first  school  he  attended  was  taught 
in  the  old  log  court  house  of  Bryan.  On  leaving 
home,  in  1834,  he  went  to  Boscobcl,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  employed  at  rafting  lumber  down  the 
Wisconsin  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  during  his 
stay  of  seven  years  also  went  south.  He  re- 
turned to  Williams  county  in  i860,  and  the  fol- 


lowing year  at  Stryker,  Ohio,  enlisted  in  the 
three-months’  call,  serving  with  Company  E, 
14th  O.  V.  I.  He  later  re-enlisted  for  three- 
years’  service,  this  time  becoming  a member  of 
Company  E,  3Sth  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Camp  Dennison.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Phillips,  Laurel  Hill,  Cary's  Ford,  Wild 
Cat,  Ky. , Lyons  Cross  Roads,  Nashville,  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  Corinth,  Iuka,  Tuscumbia,  and 
then  went  on  the  march  to  Louisville.  Later  he 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Miliedgeville,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  Chancellorsville,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  and  at  Chatta- 
nooga became  a veteran  of  the  same  company 
and  regiment.  He  went  with  Sherman  on  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  was  in  the  Carolina 
campaigns,  and  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  after  which  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  June, 
1865,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Williams 
county.  For  four  y’ears  he  had  faithfully  fol- 
lowed the  old  flag  on  Southern  battle  fields,  en- 
during all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  army- 
life,  but  was  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty. 

In  1865,  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  Mr.  A.  R.  Math- 
ews led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  Hanna, 
who  is  a native  of  that  county,  and  four  chil- 
dren have  come  to  bless  their  union — J.  W.,  who 
is  married,  and  is  a telegraph  operator  of 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Orlando  R.,  who  is  also  married 
and  is  telegraph  operator  for  the  Nickel  Plate 
railroad  at  Bellevue,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Fannie  M. 
Hathaway,  of  Pernberville,  Ohio;  and  Mamie  C., 
wife  of  Frank  Berndt,  of  Troy  township.  Wood 
county. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Mathews  engaged  in 
farming  in  Williams  county  until  1871.  at  which 
time  he  removed  to  Genoa,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Webb 
and  Brown,  in  their  washboard  manufactory.  He 
was  then  sent  by  that  firm  to  Webb  Station. 
W'ood  county,  where  he  helped  to  construct 
two  mills,  and,  in  connection  with  railroad- 
ing, also  kept  boarders  for  some  three  years, 
having  as  many  as  forty-four  mill  hands  as  well 
as  transient  boarders.  I11  1873  he  came  to  Troy 
township,  where  he  built  a house  on  railroad 
land,  it  being  the  first  dwelling  erected  at  Webb. 
His  present  fine  residence  was  erected  in  1882 
Besides  his  duties  as  station  agent  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his 
farm.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  heavily  lim- 
bered land  in  Lake  township.  Wood  c untv. 
which  heat  once  began  to  clear  and  deveh  p. 
making  it  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  . c t> 
In  politics,  Mr.  Mathews  is  an  ardent  Republic  m. 
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and  for  seventeen  years  served  as  postmaster  at 
Webb,  when  he  resigned,  and  in  1895  the  office 
was  discontinued.  He  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
always  lends  his  aid  to  every  worthy  enterprise. 

Thomas  J unkins.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  known  and  revered  throughout  Wood 
county  as  the  oldest  living  pioneer  of  Weston 
township,  where  he  has  resided  for  sixtv-two 
years,  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  April 
27,  1822. 

Samuel  Junkins,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maine,  of  Scotch  and  Irish  parentage, 
and  when  a young  man  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
He  was  there  married  to  Nancy  Smith,  and  four 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Clarissa, 

the  widow  of  John  Pugh,  of  Weston;  Thomas; 
Julia  Ann, the  wife  of  Henry  Bernthistle,  deceased, 
and  Samuel,  deceased.  The  family  afterward 
removed  to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  died  in  1829,  when  our  subject  was  but 
seven  years  old.  The  mother,  with  her  children, 
returned  to  Pennsylvania, and  in  Washington 
county  was  married  to  John  Rice.  They  then 
came  back  to  Ohio,  in  1833,  in  company  with 
John  McKee  and  a man  by  the  name  of  Storts 
—there  being  three  families  in  all.  They  set- 
tled in  Weston  (now  Grand  Rapids)  township, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  father  of  Mr. 
Rice  had  taken  up  land.  Here  Mr.  Rice  died  in 
the  fall  of  1833.  His  widow  subsequently  re- 
moved to  the  farm  owned  by  John  McKee,  where 
she  remained  until  1838,  in  which  year  she  moved 
on  the  Carson  farm,  where  she  died  in  1851. 

Thomas  Junkins  had  only  a limited  education, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  step-father,  although 
a mere  lad,  he  had  to  go  to  work  in  order  to  help 
support  his  widowed  mother.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  in  clearing  up  a portion  of  the  McKee  farm,  j 
and  a greater  part  of  the  Carson  farm.  Here  he 
spent  seventeen  years  of  hard  work,  and  he  re- 
calls with  gratitude  the  kind  and  encouraging 
words  given  him  by  Alexander  Brown,  who  in 
those  days  of  toil  and  hardships  acted  as  a father, 
and  cheered  the  boy  in  his  daily  toil.  In  1843 
Thomas  Junkins  bought  160  acres  of  land,  being 
the  S.  E.  \ of  Section  29,  Weston  township, 
where  he  still  resides.  On  this  he  placed  many 
improvements,  and  in  1877  built  his  present  tine 
residence,  most  of  the  lumber  used  in  its  con- 
struction being  obtained  from  his  own  timber. 
P'or  forty  years  the  subject  of  our  sketch  resided 
on  this  farm,  during  which  long  period  of  time, 
and  even  longer,  not  a single  death  in  the  house- 


hold, or  family  occurred  (although  they  reared  a 
family  of  six  children),  Mrs.  Junkins  being  the 
first  to  pass  away,  her  death  occurring  in  1893, 
forty-two  years  from  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
This  is  a remarkable  record,  for  which  Mr.  Jun- 
kins expresses  his  sincere  gratitude. 

About  the  year  1847  our  subject  bought  1G0 
acres  of  land  on  Hull’s  Prairie,  at  seventy-five 
cents  per  acre,  which  comprised  the  ground  on 
which  the  railway  station  now  stands.  This  he 
sold  for  $2,000,  and  then  bought  320  acres  from 
Mr.  Bucklin,  in  Milton  township,  for  which  he 
paid  $2,080.  Eighty  acres  of  this  he  sold,  and 
| eighty  acres  of  this  farm  he  exchanged  for  a part 
! of -the  Ward  farm,  and  the  remaining  160  acres 
he  gave  to  his  two  sons,  Eber  W.  and  Charles 
; L.  (eighty  acres  each),  while  to  Raymond  S.  he 
gave  a part  of  the  WTard  farm.  Mr.  Junkins  has 
always  been  a great  lover  of  fine  stock,  having  in 
his  younger  days  been  an  extensive  breeder  of 
fine  Shorthorn  cattle,  and  to  him  much  credit  is 
due,  for,  through  his  enterprise,  his  neighbors 
and  the  citizens  of  Wood  county,  generally, 
have  reaped  rich  returns  from  the  improved 
stock  they  were  enabled  to  secure,  and  did  se- 
cure, from  him.  Owing  to  advanced  age,  and 
! the  depreciation  of  the  cattle  industry,  Mr.  Jun- 
kins has  abandoned  the  business. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  no  citizen  was 
i more  ready  to  assist  the  government  in  its  efforts 
to  sustain  the  Union  than  the  subject  of  this 
I sketch,  and  in  1863  he  enlisted  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Cleveland  as  a member  of  Company  F, 
86th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Charles  Lennert  and 
Capt.  Squires.  He  was  present  at  the  capture 
of  Morgan,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cumberland  Gap; 
served  for  eight  months,  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Cleveland  in  1864.  As  a result  of  his  soldier- 
ing he  has  ever  since  been  afflicted  with  deafness. 

Mr.  Junkins  was  married  October  7,  1833,  at 
Weston,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob  Long, 
who  was  born  October  15,  1827,  and  who  died 
February  5,  1895.  Six  children  blessed  this 

union,  namely:  (1)  Alzina  Adelaide,  born  July 

i 24,  1834,  married  April  7,  1874,  to  James  Black- 
burn; (2)  Charlotte  Alma,  born  July  3,  1830, 
married  to  William  Walters;  i 3)  Eber  W.,  born 
August  10,  1 8 5 S . is  a farmer  in  Milton  township; 
(4)  Raymond  S.,  born  July  28,  1861,  is  a farmer 
of  Weston;  (5)  Charles  L.,  born  September  23, 
1S63,  is  a farmer  in  Milton  township,  and  (6 
Perry  C. , born  August  31,  i860,  has  the  manage- 
ment of  the  homestead  of  21S  acres.  Among  the 
reminiscences  of  early  days,  Mr  Junkins  relate^ 
that,  in  1S50,  he  in  company  with  Aaron  P. 
Treadwell,  who  was  known  as  “ Live  Van  key. 
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and  “ Jim  ” Crago,  drove  I 50  head  of  cattle  from 
Weston  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  the  trip  occupying  several  months’ 
time. 

The  death  of  his  beloved  wife,  which  was  the 
first  one  to  occur  in  the  family,  as  above  related, 
was  a severe  blow  to  Mr.  Junkins.  They  had  been 
companions  for  nearly  half  a century,  and  she  had 
been  to  him  a faithful  helpmeet,  sharing  his  bur- 
dens, and  by  her  loving  care  making  his  home  a 
blessed  retreat  from  the  cares  and  trials  of  life. 
She  was  a devoted  mother,  counting  no  sacrifice 
too  great,  if  by  it  she  could  secure  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  her  family.  Thoughtful  of  their 
comfort,  and  anxious  for  their  future,  she  trained 
her  children  to  become  useful  citizens  and  an 
honor  to  the  parents  who  did  so  much  for  them; 
and  now  that  she  has  gone  to  her  reward  they 
“rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.”  In  his  political 
preferences,  Mr.  Junkins  is  a Republican,  and  for 
three  terms  he  held  the  office  of  supervisor.  In 
religious  faith,  he  attends  the  Universalist  Church, 
and  is  a consistent  Christian.  Socially,  he  be- 
longs to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Weston,  and  April 
28,  1870,  was  made  a Master  Mason  in  Grand 
Rapids  Lodge  No.  289,  F.  &.  A.  M.,  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio,  of  which  lodge  he  is  still  a mem- 
ber. He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  since 
1855,  though  he  bought  it  in  1843,  and  is  known 
and  beloved  throughout  the  community,  of  which 
he  may  be  called  “one  of  the  old  land  marks.” 
His  life  has  been  one  of  useful  endeavor,  marked 
by  integrity  of  purpose,  upright  dealing  and  a be- 
lief in  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brother- 
hood of  humanity;  and,  now  that  for  him  the 
shadows  are  lengthening,  he  can  look  back  over 
the  eventful  years  with  the  consciousness  of  work 
well-done,  and  a trust  that  the  future  will  bring 
him  the  reward  promised  to  those  who  are  faith- 
ful to  the  end. 

. Richard  Priest.  Among  the  leading  farm- 
ers of  Troy  township  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
whose  name  stands  high  on  the  military  records 
of  the  Civil  war,  as  well  as  in  the  annals  of  Wood 
county.  By  perseverance  and  industry  in  this 
locality  he  has  gained  a foothold  in  the  world. 
He  is  a self-made  man,  having  reached  his  pres- 
ent prosperous  condition  by  his  continual  strug- 
gles from  youth.  He  is  pleasantly  located  on  a 
tract  of  five  acres  in  Section  28,  Troy  township, 
adjoining  the  village  of  Luckey.  On  his  arrival 
in  Wood  county,  in  1854,  he  located  in  Webster 
township,  where  he  owns  sixty-four  acres  of  fertile 
and  highly  cultivated  land. 

Mr.  Priest  was  born  in  Little  Milton,  Oxford- 


shire, England,  in  1842,  and  is  a son  of  James 
and  Harriet  (Wyatt)  Priest,  both  natives  of  the 
same  shire,  and  on  coming  to  the  New  World  lo- 
cated in  Webster  township,  Wood  county,  in 
1854,  but  later  removed  to  Perrysburg  township 
In  the  former  township,  however,  the  father  died 
in  1 88 1 , and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Februarv, 
1893.  In  their  family  were  seven  children — 
John,  a resident  of  Webster  township,  who  was 
in  the  one-hundred-day  service  during  the  Rebel- 
lion; Richard,  of  this  review;  Charley,  of  Web- 
ster township;  William,  who  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  also  makes  his  home  in  Webster 
township;  Mary,  who  died  in  Wood  county; 
Mrs.  Ann  Walker,  of  Michigan;  and  Mrs.  Rachel 
Flowers,  of  New  Zealand. 

Our  subject  was  about  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  being  reared  upon  a farm  has  al- 
ways followed  that  vocation.  While  quietly  as- 
sisting his  father,  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and, 
filled  with  patriotic  ardor  for  his  adopted  coun- 
try, he  enlisted  at  Perrysburg  in  August,  1862, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  D,  1 1 ith  Reg- 
iment O.  V.  I. , for  three  years  or  until  the  close  of 
the  struggle.  He  was  assigned  to  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  participated  in  the  following 
battles — Stone  River,  Huff’s  Ferry,  Lenoir, 
Campbell's  Station,  siege  of  Knoxville,  Ft. 
Saunders,  Dandridge,  Strawberry  Plains,  Blain  s 
Cross  Roads,  Rocky  Face,  Resaca,  Pumpkinvine 
Creek,  Burnt  Hickory,  Lost  Mountain,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Nickajack  Creek,  Chattahoochee  River, 
Decatur,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  L toy  Creek. 
Jonesboro,  Stone  Mountain,  Allatoona,  Duck 
River,  Franklin,  Nashville,  Ft.  Anderson,  Town 
Creek,  and  Raleigh.  He  was  twice  slightly 
wounded,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.,  and  was  paid  off  at  Cleveland. 
Ohio,  in  July,  1865. 

In  Perrysburg  township.  Wood  county,  Mr. 
Priest  was  married,  in  1 867,  to  Miss  Mary  Fletcher, 
a native  of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  fohn  and  Mary  Fletcher,  both  born 
in  England.  On  coming  to  this  country  the\ 
first  located  in  Medina  county,  but  their  last  days 
were  spent  in  Webster  township,  this  county 
Seven  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife — Mrs.  Celina  M.  Myers,  of  Fostoria. 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Emma  Limbach,  who  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject;  Robert  H.,  of  Dunbridge;  Ada. 
now  Mrs.  Noss,  of  Luckey;  Ella  J.;  Clara  G. ; 
and  Ruth  R. 

Mr.  Priest  is  a strong  adherent  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  Wcbsii  r 
township  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board 
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Both  he  and  his  wife  are  genial,  hospitable  peo- 
ple, whose  pleasant  ways  have  greatly  endeared 
them  to  the  entire  neighborhood,  and  are  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  takes  quite  a prominent  part  in  Grand  Army 
circles,  belonging  to  Pemberviile  Post  No.  26, 
G.  A.  R. , and  has  attended  the  National  En- 
campments at  Columbus,  Milwaukee,  Detroit, 
Boston,  Washington,  Indianapolis  and  Louisville. 

Caleb  Root.  This  gentleman  is  accredited 
with  the  ownership  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Troy  township,  in  Section  13,  where  he  located 
in  1857.  It  comprises  130  acres,  and  was  then 
partially  improved.  It  is  now  well  supplied  with 
good  and  substantial  farm  buildings,  and  the 


of  the  proprietor,  who  also  owns  another  excel- 
lent tract  of  1 12  acres  on  the  north  side  of  the 
ridge,  in  Section  1,  Troy  township;  also  eighty 
acres  in  Section  12,  and  seventy-five  on  the  south 
side  of  the  pike,  making  in  all  nearly  400  acres 
of  rich  and  fertile  land.  Besides  general  farm- 
ing he  also  engages  in  stock-raising,  having  some 
fine  animals  on  his  place,  and  this  branch  of  in- 
dustry proves  a profitable  source  of  income. 
Upon  his  land  are  seven  good  oil  wells,  which 
have  an  abundant  flow. 

Mr.  Root  came  to  this  county  from  Milan 
township,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, having  there  first  seen  the  light  on  October 
27,  1831.  In  1821,  soon  after  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, his  father,  Hiram  Root,  who  was  a native 
of  Connecticut,  located  in  Erie  county,  where  he 
married  Parthena  Tillotson,  who  was  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  In  Milan  township,  that  county, 
his  father  opened  up  a farm, which  he  operated 
until  his  death  in  1868,  and  there  his  wife  also 
died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  In 
their  family  were  five  children  who  grew  to  ma- 
turity— Orrin,  who  died  in  Erie  county  in  1882; 
Eunice,  wife  of  Elias  Hughes,  of  Huron  county, 
Ohio;  Eliza,  wife  of  Elisha  Hughes,  of  Erie 
county ; . Caleb,  of  this  sketch;  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Huyck,  who  makes  her  home  in  the  West. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  brought  up  a 
farmer,  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Erie  county,  where  he  remained  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
located  upon  his  present  farm.  In  his  native 
township  he  was  married  in  1857,  to  Miss  Martha 
Jane  Nichols,  who  was  born  in  Oxford  township, 
Erie  county,  ami  was  a daughter  of  Enoch  and 
Catherine  (Hortonj  Nichols,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  At  an  early  day  they  had  made  a settle- 
ment in  Erie  county,  where  they  departed  this  I 


life.  Mrs.  Root  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1888,  leaving  four  children,  namely;  Mrs.  Etta 
Hanson,  of  Woodville,  Ohio;  Arthur,  of  the 
same  place;  and  Horton  and  Erma,  twins,  who 
are  both  at  home.  In  1889,  in  Troy  township, 
Mr.  Root  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Anna  Marsh,  who  was  born  in 
Lake  township,  Wood  county,  where  at  an  early 
day  had  located  her  parents,  Luke  and  Sarah 
Marsh.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  and  her 
mother  makes  her  home  upon  the  farm  in  Lake 
township.  Two  children  bless  this  union,  Edward 
and  Grace. 

Mr.  Root  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  by  his  fellow  citizens  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  the  offices  of  town  clerk  and  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Troy  township,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  for  almost  forty  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
advancement  of  the  locality.  His  pleasant, 
courteous  manners  have  attracted  to  him  manv 
warm  friends,  and  he  has  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

C.  D.  Stearnes,  a son  of  Justus  and  Mary 
(Hall)  Stearnes,  and  who  resides  in  Perry  town- 
ship, is  in  no  whit  behind  his  brothers  in  “push,'' 
energy  or  capacity,  for  any  amount  of  labor 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  desired  result.  He 
perpetuates  the  characteristics  of  the  family  for 
thrift  and  prosperity,  and  is  a wide-awake,  up-to- 
date  man,  public-spirited,  and  a citizen  of  whom 
any  community  might  be  justly  proud.  His  in- 
tegrity has  never  been  questioned,  and  his  good 
management  has  brought  him  merited  success. 

Mr.  Stearnes  was  born  June  14,  1856,  in  the 
“ old  stone  house,  ” which  stands  in  Section  14. 
and  was  his  father’s  residence  for  many  years. 
It  now  belongs  to  J.  D.  Stearnes,  one  of  the 
sons.  During  his  youth  our  subject  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  locality,  and  then  learned 
the  rudiments  of  agriculture  under  his  father, 
whose  excellent  ideas  on  the  subject  he  has 
since  practiced  with  beneficial  results.  At  vari- 
ous times  he  assisted  his  father  in  carrying  out 
contracts  for  ditching,  but  most  of  his  time  until 
his  marriage  was  spent  on  the  farm. 

On  February  7,  1S7S,  Mr.  Stearnes  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  (daughter 
of  William  and  Anna  (Van  Nemon)  Courtney  . 
who  was  born  in  Hancock  county.  Ohio,  April 
13,  1858.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  the 
following  children:  Sylva,  born  January  22. 

1879;  fay  J.,  born  October  5,  1880;  William  A., 
born  February  9,  1882,  Orrin  C.,  Lorn  Novem- 
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ber  23,  1883;  and  Joseph  H.,  born  September  | 
[O,  1886.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stearnes 

bought  from  his  lather  107  acres  of  land  in 
Section  14,  Perry  township,  and  moved  a former 
school  house  onto  it,  as  there  were  no  buildings 
of  any  kind  thereon,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  December  1,  1884,  at  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead,  working  a portion 
of  his  father's  farm  for  the  succeeding  five  years. 
He  then  went  back  to  his  first  farm,  where  he  re- 
sided until  August,  1891,  at  that  time  taking  up 
his  residence  on  the  old  Thomas  Beach  place, 
which  he  purchased  in  1891,  and  where  he  now 
lives.  He  has  remodeled  the  house,  built  a 
good  barn,  and  otherwise  improved  the  place. 
He  has  recently  bought  the  E.  O.  Meaks  place 
of  forty  acres  in  Perry  township,  and  now  has 
224  acres  of  land,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  and  most  progressive  farmers  in  the  town- 
ship. In  politics  Mr.  Stearnes  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  he  is  ever  ready  to  work  for  the  in- 
terests of  his  party  and  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. He  served  one  year  as  assessor,  and 
was  a constable  for  two  or  three  years,  filling 
these  offices  with  much  ability  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public. 

S.  E.  Wagoner,  a progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer,  and  assistant  postmaster  at  Stony 
Ridge,  was  born  on  October  17,  1856,  on  the 
farm  where  he  still  resides  in  Lake  township. 
His  parents,  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Conrad)  Wag- 
oner, are  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
father  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Shook) 
Wagoner,  who  were  also  born  in  Pennsyl vania. 
and  about  1849  came  to  Lake  township,  Wood 
county,  where  they  passed  their  remaining  days. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  Perrysburg 
township,  Wood  county,  and  was  reared  upon 
the  home  farm.  In  early  manhood  he  com- 
menced agricultural  pursuits  for  himself,  but  has 
also  been  connected  with  other  lines  of  business, 
being  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  tile  at 
Stony  Ridge.  His  fine  farm  of  fifty  acres  in 
Lake  township  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality, 
the  fields  are  well  tilled  and  the  whole  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicates  the  thrift  and  energy 
of  the  owner. 

On  March  31,  1896,  Mr.  Wagoner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  E. , only  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Metzger,  of  Troy  town- 
ship, the  ceremony  having  been  performed  by 
the  Rev.  John  Born,  of  St.  John's  Lutheran 
Church,  at  Stony  Ridge,  the  marriage  taking 
place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents. 


Mr.  Wagoner  takes  quite  an  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  voting  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
at  present  is  serving  as  assistant  postmaster  of 
Stony  Ridge.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in 
him  a warm  friend,  and  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  education  he  does  much  for  its  advancement. 
He  has  also  acted  as  supervisor  of  Lake  town- 
ship, and  been  a member  of  the  board  of  election. 
Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  belongs  to  Port 
Meigs  Lodge  No.  774,  I.  O.  6.  F\ 

J.  C.  Witmore,  a successful  farmer  and  a 
self-made  man  of  Perry  township,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1839,  in  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Catharine  (Cover)  Witmore. 

When  a boy  Jonathan  Witmore  was  bound 
out  to  a Mr.  Cridler,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade.  After  serving  his  apprenticeship  he  fo1- 
lowed  his  trade, and  often  worked  nearly  all  night, 
sleeping  but  an  hour  or  two.  He  received  two 
shillings  a day  at  day  labor.  In  the  fall  of  1850 
he  and  his  family  of  six  children  came  to  Wood 
county  in  a large  covered  wagon.  “ Pennsylvania 
style,”  spending  seventeen  days  cn  route.  They 
located  in  Perry  township,  on  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  1,  for  which  the  father  paid  $1,025. 
He  had  nearly  $i,ooo.  but  as  utensils  were 
needed  he  spent  part  of  the  money  for  them,  and 
went  into  debt  for  his  farm,  which  was  then  in 
its  primitive  state. 

Mr.  Witmore  was  married  twice  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. his  first  wife  bearing  him  two  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  other,  Malinda, 
married  John  Myers,  and  died  in  Wood  county. 
Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Cather- 
ine Cover,  by  whom  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.;  One  died  in  childhood;  A.  B.  is  a 
farmer  of  Perry  township;  J.  C.  is  our  subject; 
Henry  E.  is  a resident  of  Hancock  county ; Jacob 
is  a German  Baptist  Brethren  minister  in  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. ; David  is  a farmer  in  Webster 
township;  Martha  married  Jackson  Seaman,  of 
Toledo,  and  died  in  Fostoria  in  1891.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Witmore  took  Miss  Susan  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Md.,  November 
29,  1S23,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth 
(Friese)  Smith;  the  former  of  whom  died  when 
Susan  was  five  years  old.  In  the  fall  of  1S35 
the  widow  came  to  Seneca  county  with  six  chil- 
dren, all  girls.  They  drove  all  the  way  from 
Maryland,  locating  near  Melmore,  Seneca  countv. 
where  Susan  was  reared  and  attended  the  pubi  c 
schools.  Mr.  Witmore  had  four  children  by  this 
wife,  namely:  Elizabeth  A.,  now  Mrs  Jacob 

Smith,  of  Cleveland,  Tenn. ; Mary  A.,  who  mar- 
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ried  John  Castret,  of  Tennessee;  John  P. , living 
in  the  West,  and  Hattie  O.,  wife  of  John  Eng- 
land, of  Perry  township. 

Jonathan  Witrnore  died  July  l,  1SS6,  and  is 
buried  in  Center,  Perry  township;  since  his  death 
his  widow  has  been  living  on  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres  left  by  him.  She  is  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  ladies  of  Perry  township.  Mr. 
Witrnore  was  never  certain  of  his  age,  as  his 
parents  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he 
lived  with  strangers  until  he  became  a young 
man.  He  had  a cruel  master  to  work  for,  and 
was  often  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed  ar  night  and 
go  to  work,  his  employer  taking  great  delight  in 
thus  abusing  him.  His  opportunities  for  educa- 
tion were  few;  he  attended  school  but  little,  and 
secured  what  knowledge  he  possessed  by  reading 
and  studying  at  home.  In  political  sentiment  he 
was  a Democrat,  but  he  seldom  voted.  He  was 
a minister  in  the  Gerrpan  Baptist  Church,  and 
just  before  his  death  wras  ordained  an  elder  in 
that  denomination.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
active  and  industrious,  and  through  his  own  ef- 
forts he  became  comfortably  situated  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  a boy  when  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  he  received  a rather  limited 
schooling.  Work  was  plentiful,  and  he  was  kept 
busy  tramping  out  grain  and  separating  it  by 
hand.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  had  a desire  for 
more  schooling,  and  prepared  himself  by  study- 
ing at  night,  later  attending  a select  school  at 
West  Millgrove  taught  by  Alfred  Kelley.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  began  teaching  on  his  own 
account,  continuing  in  that  occupation  for  five 
terms  in  Wood  and  Seneca  counties.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  November  29,  1862,  in  Sen- 
eca connty,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Krabill,  who  was 
born  in  that  county,  February  10,  1843,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  (Bear)  Krabill,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  a preacher  and  elder  in  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church;  the  mother  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  nine  children  — four 
sons  and  five  daughters — of  whom  two  sons  died 
when  young;  the  other  two  are  also  ministers  in 
the  German  Baptist  Church,  and  the  eldest  is  an 
elder.  Mr.  Witrnore  settled  on  his  father’s  old 
farm  in  Perry  township,  which  he  rented  for  two 
years  and  then  purchased.  For  a while  he  and 
his  brother  A.  B.  worked  it  in  partnership,  but 
he  finally  bought  his  brother  out,  and  has  carried 
it  on  alone  ever  since.  He  has  140  acres  of  ex- 
cellent farm  land,  on  which  he  is  successfully  and 
profitably  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  there 
are  two  oil  wells  on  the  place.  In  July,  1862, 


Mr.  Witrnore  joined  the  German  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  at  present  an  elder  and  licensed  minister, 
being  ordained  elder  in  1880,  and  receiving  his 
license  to  preach  about  1865. 

Mr.  Witrnore  is  a well-informed  man,  obtain- 
ing his  education  by  constant  study  and  appli- 
cation. He  is  a valuable  citizen,  and  a kind- 
hearted,  hospitable  man,  always  ready  to  help 
the  needy,  in  which  work  he  is  cheerfully  sec- 
onded by  his  excellent  wife.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witrnore,  as  follows: 
John  H.,  a farmer  of  Perry  township,  who  lost 
his  left  arm  in  a corn  husker,  November  25,  1894; 
Samantha  M.,  now  Mrs.  William  Caskey,  of 
Perr-y;  Jonathan  A.,  a farmer  of  Hancock  coun- 
ty; and  Hattie  B.,  who  died  when  eight  months 
old. 

Edwin  Farmer,  the  able  and  efficient  super- 
intendent of  the  Wood  County  Infirmary,  was 
born  December  10,  1 838,  at  Wantage,  Berkshire, 
England,  where  his  ancestors  had  lived  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years,  engaged  in  the  business 
of  cattle  dealing  and  butchering. 

His  grandfather,  John  Farmer,  married  a 
Miss  Stagg,  and  reared  a family  of  four  children: 
Charlotte,  who  never  married,  and  was  a nurse 
in  one  family  for  four  generations;  John  (2),  our 
subject’s  father;  Richard,  a butcher  at  Newbury, 
Berkshire,  England,  now  deceased;  and  Mary 
Ann,  who  never  married,  and  was  in  service  all 
her  life. 

John  Farmer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1S04.  He  married  Esther  Grimshaw,  a 
native  of  West  Hanney,  born  in  1805.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  They 
had  six  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as 
follows:  (1)  Esther  married  Benjamin  Manns, 

and  died  in  England.  (2)  Alfred  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1852,  was  an  overseer  in  Mississippi  for 
three  years,  and  then  returned  to  England;  in 
1858  he  came  again,  this  time  accompanied  by 
by  our  subject,  with  whom  he  engaged  in  bus- 
iness in  Wood  county;  he  died  at  Millbury  in 
1888  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  (3)  Joseph  fol- 
lowed the  ancestral  occupation;  he  died  in  Eng- 
land in  1855  aged  twenty-six  years.  (4)  Mary 
Ann  married  Thomas  Marsh,  a retired  soldier  of 
the  British  army,  and  one  of  the  gatekeepers  at 
Regents  Park,  London.  (5)  Elizabeth  died  in 
infancy.  (6)  Edwin,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest. 
The  mother  died  in  1S54.  She  weighed  over 
five  hundred  pounds  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  her  daughter  Man  Ann,  weighed  over  three 
hundred  pounds. 

Edwin  Farmer  received  a good  education  m 
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sV-  schools  of  his  native  village  during  his  boy- 
•,  > ni.  In  1858  he  came  to  America  with  his 
j.f, (tlier,  intending  to  go  to  the  valley  of  the  Red 
!ivcr.  in  Louisiana,  but  they  decided  to  locate  at 
M illbury.  Here  they  engaged  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness, making  a specialty  of  railroad  ties,  for 
which  they  filled  large  orders  for  the  Lake  Shore 
v\  Michigan  Southern  railroad.  They  also  fur- 
f, died  the  heavy  timbers  for  the  first  wagon- 
bridge  ever  built  in  Toledo.  Mr.  Farmer  had 
never  been  outside  of  a town  until  he  left  home 
to  come  to  America,  and  life  in  the  woods  was 
,t  congenial;  but  he  continued  it  for  ten  years, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  country  on  a 
visit.  He  was  married  there,  in  1S69,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Tyrrell,  and  started  with  his  bride  on 
tiie  way  back  to  America;  but  after  reaching  Lon- 
don his  aged  father,  who  had  long  been  in  ill 
health,  sent  him  an  urgent  request  to  return  to 
him,  which  he  did,  remaining  until  after  his  fa-  i 
ther's death,  in  1871.  In  May,  1872,  he  returned 
with  his  wife  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  settling  at 
Millbury,  and  joining  his  brother  on  the  farm 
leased  by  them,  in  1859,  of  A.  D.  Wait,  of  Tole- 
do. It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  he  and  his 
brother  were  in  partnership  from  1 8 5 s until  1SS1, 
some  twenty-six  years,  with  never  a written 
agreement  of  any  kind  between  them,  and  always  I 
on  the  best  of  terms.  In  187S  our  subject  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  County  Infirm- 
ary, and  he  has  now  served  longer  in  that  capac- 
ity than  any  other  man  in  the  State,  with  one 
exception. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farmer  have  had  six  children, 
as  follows:  A.  B.,  the  well-known  deputy  sheriff 
of  Wood  county;  Warren  Tyrrell,  born  Decern-  , 
her  26,  1872;  Joseph,  born  March  [9,  1875,  who  1 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months;  Lottie,  born 
in. May,  1877;  Annie  Lottie,  born  April  15,  1S7S, 
and  Rosa  E.,  born  June  27,  1S80.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Farmer  is  a Republican;  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

Mrs.  Farmer’s  parents,  John  and  Anna  f An- 
drews) Tyrrell,  were  both  natives  of  England,  and 
belonged  to  an  old  family  in  their  locality.  He 
"ns  a butcher,  a farmer,  and  a hotel-keeper,  was 
parish  clerk  of  the  village  of  Steventon,  Berks, 
,ljr  forty  years,  and  is  yet  living,  at  the  advanced 
•*2o  of  ninety-three.  The  mother  died  in  1893. 

I hey  had  ten  children — five  sons  and  fivedaugh- 
C rs:  two  of  the  sons,  Joseph,  of  Sterling,  Kans., 
and  George,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  are  the 
■ idy  ones  who  came  to  America.  One  sister, 
'Ls.  Meats,  is  living  at  Cape  Town,  South  Af- 
ri<;a.  Two,  John  and  Elizabeth  Day,  are  de- 
ceased. Those  still  living  in  Old  England  are: 


Mrs.  Gerring,  at  Steventon;  Mrs.  Butcher,  at 
Wallingford;  James,  at  Leamington,  and  Henry, 
in  London. 

Robert  L.  Keel,  one  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood 
county,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 13,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Delilah  Jane  (Keel)  Keel,  also  natives  of  the 
i Buckeye  State.  Upon  their  marriage  they  lo- 
| cated  on  a farm  in  Seneca  county,  and  about 
1 1872  came  to  Wood  county,  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence on  a forty-acre  farm,  for  which  the  father 
had  traded  a tract  of  land  in  Michigan.  He 
died'of  smallpox  in  Jackson  township  about  1 S 7 5 . 
In  the  family  were  two  children,  the  daughter 
being  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Bryan  Sweet,  of 
Bloomdale,  Ohio.  Robert  L.  Keel  was  onlv 
two  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Wood  county,  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Hoytville  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  gave  his  attention  to  farm  work.  Dur- 
ing his  childhood  he  made  his  home  with  his 
mother,  who  had  married,  for  her  second  husband, 
W.  M.  Clark.  In  March,  1892,  they  removed 
to  Arkansas,  where  they  are  nowlivingon  a farm. 
Six  children  were  born  of  that  union,  namely; 
Emma,  Della,  John,  Horace,  Hattie  and  Blanche. 

By  the  terms  of  his  father's  will  our  subject 
inherited  the  farm,  and  assumed  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  same  on  attaining  his  majority.  He 
was  also  left  a Louse  and  lot  in  Hoytville,  where 
he  now  makes  his  home.  The  lady  who  shares 
his  name  and  fortunes  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Nettie  Looman.  She  is  a native  of  Wood  county, 
and  their  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  Lib- 
erty township  in  1891,  has  beet1  blessed  with  one 
daughter,  Lena.  In  politics.  Mr.  Keel  gives  an 
unfaltering  support  to  the  Republican  partv  at 
State  and  National  elections,  but  votes  regardless 
of  party  affiliations  at  local  elections.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity, 
well  known  in  the  community. 

Hiram  Ci  nxing,  deceased.  Among  the  men 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  the  development 
of  the  rich  resources  of  Wood  county,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  held  no  unimportant  position. 
He  operated  one  of  the  model  farms  of  Washing- 
ton township,  and  was  numbered  among  the 
popular  citizens  of  that  section.  Born  in  Ridge- 
field township,  Huron  Co..  Ohio,  May  7.  1842. 
he  was  a son  of  Hiram  and  Ke/iah  Raymond 
Cunning,  with  whom,  at  the  agt  of  twelve  years, 
he  came  to  Wood  countv.  The  schools  of  Wash- 
ington township  afforded  him  his  educational 
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privileges,  and  he  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until -twenty  years  of  age. 

After  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr. 
Cunning  enlisted,  August  9,  1862,  at  Tontogany, 
in  the  111th,  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Bond  and 
Capt.  McGowen,  of  Perrysburg,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Toledo.  He  was  placed  on  provost- 
guard  duty,  and  after  participating  in  a number 
of  skirmishes  was  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
April  8,  1863.  On  returning  to  Wood  county, 
he  lived  on  his  father's  homestead  until  1865, 
when  he  purchased  his  late  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  had  been  partly  cleared,  but  which  he 
greatly  improved,  setting  out  an  orchard,  and 
small  fruit  trees  and  shrubs;  besides  general 
farming,  he  also  raised  stock  for  his  own  use.  In 
politics  he  voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket; 
served  as  school  director  two  terms,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  cemetery  trustee.  He 
affiliated  with  Walter  A.  Wood  Post,  No.  48,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Tontogany,  of  which  he  was  senior 
vice-commander;  and  also  held  membership  with 
the  K.  O.  T.  M..  Tent  No.  147,  of  Tontogan\\ 
On  August  23,  1896,  Mr.  Cunning  died  suddenly. 

Mr.  Cunning  was  married  February  22,  1872, 
to  Ella  Tefft,  a daughter  of  L.  P.  and  Phoebe 
Ann  (Adams)  Tefft,  and  to  them  have  come  four 
■children:  Oreanna,  born  February  8,  1S74,  be- 

came the  wife  of  S.  I.  Landers,  an  agriculturist 
of  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  and  died  of 
consumption  September  28,  1893;  Hiram  T.  was 
born  December  5,  1875;  Flavilla  was  born  March 
*3-  187 9;  and  Irene  Myrtle  was  born  July  30, 
1883.  The  three  youngest  children  are  still  at 
home.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides 
Mrs.  Cunning  is  descended  from  Gen.  Greene,  of 
Revolutionary  fame.  Her  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Sprague,  but  as  her  father  died  when  she 
was  quite  young,  she  took  the  name  of  Adams, 
that  of  her  step-father,  who  was  a descendant  of 
President  John  Quincy  Adams.  She  belonged  to 
the  Sprague  family  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tefft  were  married  in  May,  1851,  and  four  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union- — one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Florence  G.,  who  died  while  young;  Lorin 
P.,  also  deceased;  and  Mrs.  Cunning,  who  was 
born  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  January  20,  1854. 
Her  father  was  a member  of  the  “ Squirrel  Hunt- 
ers,’’and  during  the  Civil  war  manifested  his 
patriotism  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  as  a 
member  of  the  “hundred-day  men.’’ 

John-  Baker,  a contractor  and  farmer  of 
Wood  county,  was  born  in  Center  township, 
Carroll  Co.,  Ohio,  June  11,  1S29.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Clarissa  (Hill)  Baker,  the  former 


of  whom  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  the  lat- 
ter from  Vermont.  They  were  married  in  what 
is  now  West  Virginia,  and,  in  1S18,  came  to  Car- 
roil  county  when  it  was  a portion  of  three  other 
counties. 

The  father  lived  in  Carroll  county  until  1836, 
and  then  moved  to  Big  Spring  township,  to 
which  place  he  went  by  wagon,  the  journey  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  consuming  a week. 
Mr.  Baker  owned  160  acres  of  land  in  Carrol! 
county  which  he  sold  for  $1,800,  and  bought  a 
section  of  land  in  Seneca  county,  which  was  then 
in  a primitive  state.  Their  first  home  was  in  an 
old  school  house,  where  they  lived  for  a while, 
and  then  Mr.  Baker  built  a log  house  at  the  west 
end  of  his  farm,  and  the  following  children  were 
born:  William,  who  died  in  Gratiot  county, 

Mich.  He  was  a farmer,  and  when  a boy  killed 
1 1 1 deer  the  first  winter  the  family  was  in  Sen- 
eca county;  Mary  married  George  Bottomfield 
and  lives  in  California;  Levi  was  a farmer,  and 
died  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  in  1861;  Charlotte 
died  young;  Lizzie  married  William  Harman,  and 
died  in  Indiana;  James  was  a miller  and  a mer- 
chant at  Lincoln,  and  died  in  Indiana;  John  is  our 
subject;  Delilah  is  now  Mrs.  Daniel  Ragen,  of 
Risingsun.  Mr.  Baker  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  fought  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Meigs. 
He  was  a Democrat,  and  held  several  minor 
township  offices.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  Sen- 
eca county,  at  the  age  of  fifty- three  years,  and 
was  buried  at  Big  Springs.  The  widow  lived  on 
the  farm  with  her  children  until  1S54,  and  died 
in  Prophetstown,  on  Rock  river,  111: , aged  seventy- 
three  years. 

Our  subject  was  a boy  when  his  parents  went 
to  Seneca  county,  and  he  attended  school  in  a 
log  school  house  built  by  the  neighbors.  The 
teacher  was  paid  by  the  parents  according  to  the 
number  of  children  in  each  family.  Mr.  Baker 
remained  at  home  until  after  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  wandered 
around  working  at  various  kinds  of  employment. 
He  began  railroading — laying  tracks  and  getting 
out  timbers  on  the  Mad  River  road,  the  first  one 
in  Ohio.  He  was  for  eight  years  a brakeman, 
running  between  Sandusky  and  Dayton,  on  the 
Mad  River  line.  When  a boy  he  worked  on  the 
suspension  bridge  at  Wheeling,  which  was  960 
feet  long,  and  for  years  the  largest  bridge  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  in  Big  Spring  town- 
ship in  1S50,  to  Miss  Louisa  Straus,  who  wa~ 
born  in  Sandusky,  in  1833,  and  was  a daughter 
of  David  Straus,  a farmer.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Emily,  who  was  married  to 
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David  Kelly,  and  after  his  death  wedded  James 
Gangway,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  now  also  de- 
ceased. She  has  three  children : Almon,  of  whom 
see  sketch  elsewhere;  George  H.,  of  Risingsun, 
who  has  four  children;  Jane  is  now  Mrs.  Samuel 
Sheller,  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Baker  died  in  1863,  while  our  sub- 
ject was  in  the  army,  and  is  buried  in  Prairie 
Depot.  Mr.  Baker  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Miss  Mary  M.  Hale,  who  died  in 
1869,  and  was  buried  in  Hancock  county.  Our 
subject’s  present  wife  was  a Miss  Catherine  Won- 
ders. 

On  March  22,  1861,  Mr.  Baker  came  to 
Montgomery  township  from  Patterson,  Hardin 
county,  where  he  lived  on  a farm  for  three  years. 
He  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  23, 
Montgomery  township,  and  went  in  debt  to  the 
extent  of  $1,500.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  B,  57th  O.  V.  I.,  as  a wagoner,  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh  in  April,  1862,  but  es- 
caped and  returned  to  his  regiment,  with  which 
he  remained  until  he  was  again  captured  at  Wolf 
River,  with  seventeen  other  teamsters,  after 
being  pursued  for  forty  miles.  While  in  the  en- 
emy’s camp  news  came  in  December,  1862,  of 
the  burning,  by  Federals,  of  the  little  town  of 
Rowley,  Tenn.,  near  which  they  were  encamped. 
The  Confederate  officer  in  charge  of  our  subject 
and  his  fellow  prisoners,  swore  that  if  the  report 
was  true  he  would  hang  six  of  his  prisoners,  and 
for  a day  each  one  expected  to  be  one  of  the 
doomed  six.  They  were  paroled  after  two  days, 
and  our  subject  still  has  the  Rebel  parole 
that  is  given  him.  He  joined  his  regiment 
at  once,  regardless  of  the  parole  in  his 
inside  pocket,  which  meant  death  if  again  cap- 
tured by  the  Confederates.  This  was  unfor- 
tunately his  fate  a short  time  later  at  Milligan's 
Bend,  Miss.  He  was  taken  to  Pine  Bluff,  Ark., 
and  placed  in  jail,  where  he’  remained  for  eight 
days.  He  was  tried  as  a spy,  but  was  liberated 
and  compelled  to  travel  600  miles  through  Ar- 
kansas. After  much  suffering  from  fatigue  and 
hunger,  having  nothing  to  eat  but  corn,  he  final- 
ly struck  the  Mississippi  river,  100  miles  north  of 
Cairo,  111.,  came  on  to  Ohio,  and  paid  a visit 
home.  He  reported  in  parole  camp  at  Cole, 
Ohio,  and  watched  his  chance  to  leave.  He 
went  out  with  men  going  to  join  Rosecrans  at 
Nashville,  but  at  Louisville  he  was  returned  to 
Cole,  then  exchanged  and  joined  his  regiment  in 
Alabama,  where  he  again  took  a team  and  fol- 
lowed with  Sherman  all  through  the  war,  and  was 
present  at  the  grand  review  in  Washington.  He 
was  not  discharged  until  August,  1865,  at  Little 


Rock,  Ark.,  when  he  came  home,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  building  bridges  throughout 
Wood  county,  and  in  farming.  For  over  two 
years  he  was  at  Risingsun,  where  he  built  a hotel, 
and  was  in  that  business  during  his  stay  there. 
He  was  a Democrat,  but  of  late  has  not  been  a 
partisan.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Disciples  Church. 

Mr.  Baker  comes  of  a good  family,  and  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  although  well  along  in  years 
he  is  in  excellent  condition,  both  mentally  and 
physically.  He  is  a respected  citizen,  and  is  in 
comfortable  circumstances. 

William  L.  Browxeller,  a highly-respected 
and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Wood  county,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Fayette  county,  September  28,  i860.  His 
father  was  also  born  there,  and  was  a son  of 
Samuel  Browneller.  The  father,  Frederick 
Browneller,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  in 
Fayette  county  married  Margaret  Springer,  whose 
birth  also  occurred  there.  They  were  residents 
of  their  native  locality  until  1870,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township, 
and  afterward  added  to  it  an  additional  tract  of 
forty  acres.  In  1 887  the  parents  removed  to  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  and  their  son  David  is  now  carrying  on 
the  old  homestead.  They  were  parents  of  the 
following  named  children:  Mary,  wife  of  Ellis 

F’oltz,  who  is  living  near  Findlay;  William  L. ; 
James,  a farmer  of  Hancock  county;  David,  on 
the  old  homestead;  Sarah,  wife  of  Jacob  Rada- 
baugh,  of  Hancock  county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Charles  Conaway,  of  Hancock  county;  Joseph, 
Callie  and  Flora,  at  home. 

Our  subject  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Hancock  county.  He  be- 
gan his  education  in  his  native  county,  and  after- 
ward attended  the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  He 
completed  his  education  by  attendance  one  term 
in  the  Fostoria  Academy,  attendance  two  terms 
at  the  Findlay  High  School,  and  also  two  terms 
at  the  Ada  Normal  School,  at  Ada,  Ohio.  He 
then  returned  home  and  began  farming. 

In  Findlay,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1SS2, 
Mr.  Browneller  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bolton,  who  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  August  8,  1861,  a daughter  of  Michael 
Bolton,  deceased.  Mr.  Browneller  brought  his 
bride  to  Wood  county,  and  settled  on  a farm  of 
153  acres  belonging  to  his  father,  whereon  he  re- 
sided for  seven  years.  He  then  purchased  his 
present  farm,  comprising  seventy-nine  acres  in 
Jackson  township,  and  since  taking  up  his  resi- 
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dence  here  has  erected  a fine  home,  built  good 
barns,  and  made  other  excellent  improvements 
which  add  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance 
of  the  place.  He  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Wood 
county.  The  home  has  been  blessed  with  five  5 
children,  but  Clyde  and  Mabel  are  now  deceased. 
The  others  are  Gracie,  Earl  and  Flossie,  all  un- 
der the  parental  roof. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Browneller  is 
a stalwart  Republican;  but  has  neither  time  nor 
inclination  for  public  office.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Church  of  God,  of  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  elder,  and  has  been  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school. 

J.  H.  Rheinfrank,  M.  D. , a leading  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Perrysburg,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1840,  in  Bridgewater,  Michigan. 

His  grandparents,  Zachariah  and  Margaret 
Rheinfrank,  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  where  John 
Rheinfrank,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
The  family  came  to  the  United  States  about  the 
year  1830,  and  located  at  Detroit.  John  Rhein- 
frank was  for  several  years  engaged  there  in  mer- 
cantile, pursuits,  but  later  retired  to  a farm  near 
Bridgewater,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lindenschmidt,  from  which  marriage  resulted 
four  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  eldest.  The  brother,  George  A.,  lives  at 
the  old  homestead;  one  sister,  Martha,  has  her 
home  near  Bridgewater;  the  other  sister,  Amelia, 
died  in  early7  youth.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  the  father  married  Christina  Gruber,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  were  born,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living  in  Michigan. 

Our  subject  attended  the  graded  schools  of 
Ypsilanti  in  his  boyhood,  and  there  early  evinced 
a proficiency  in  the  different  lines  of  study  which 
he  pursued.  In  1861,  he  graduated  from  the 
classical  course  of  the  Ypsilanti  schools,  and  en- 
tered the  literary  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  made  full  preparations  to  go  to  the 
front;  but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  prevented 
from  enlisting.  In  1862,  he  was  enrolled  in  the 
Medical  Departmental  Ann  Arbor,  and  two  years 
later,  1864,  took  his  degree  of  M.  1).,  from  that 
institution.  Soon  afterward,  the  Doctor  came  to 
Perrysburg,  with  the  intention  of  making  that 
place  his  future  home,  and  the  scene  of  his  pro- 
fessional career.  He  endured  the  usual  dis- 
couragements of  a young  practitioner  in  a strange 
city,  but  his  high  character  and  mental  abilities 
soon  won  him  a fine  standing,  as  a citizen, 


while  his  thorough  training  secured  him  a prac- 
tice which  grew  with  the  passing  years. 

Dr.  Rheinfrank  had  not  long  been  launched 
upon  the  high  road  of  life  when  he  married  Miss 
Sophia  W.  Bruckner,  a native  of  Monroe,  Mich., 
and  a lady  of  fine  mental  gifts  and  culture.  The 
education  of  their  four  children  has  been  the 
leading  object  of  their  lives,  and  they  may  well 
be  proud  of  their  efforts.  Eva,  who  was  very 
recently  married  to  C.  G.  Lampman,  of  Buffalo, 
supplemented  her  fine  literary  education  by  a 
course  in  music  at  the  Oberlin  Conservatory; 
\V.  H.  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  is  now  prac- 
ticing with  his  father;  George  B.  has  studied  two 
years  at  the  same  University,  and  is  at  present 
pursuing  a course  in  architecture,  to  be  completed 
at  Philadelphia;  and  Frederick  Eugene  has  em- 
barked upon  a six-years’  schooling  in  the  Law 
and  Literary  Departments  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Dr.  Rheinfrank  is  a man  of  broad  and  gener- 
erous  views,  interested  in  all  the  questions  of  the 
day,  and  thoroughly  alive  to  every  progressive 
movement  in  his  profession.  He  is  fond  of  lit- 
erature, and  speaks  German  and  English  with 
equal  fluency.  In  politics,  he  is  a Democrat, 
having  always  upheld  the  principles  of  true 
Democracy.  He  belongs  to  the  fraternal  orders 
of  the  F.  &•  A.  M.  and  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Wood  county,  Northwestern  Ohio, 
Ohio  State,  and  American  and  International 
Medical  Societies. 

George  W.  Snyder,  a thrifty  and  successful 
farmer  residing  in  Section  32,  Lake  township, 
was  born  in  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 14,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Marga- 
ret (Snyder)  Snyder,  both  natives  of  Bavaria. 
Germany,  the  former  born  in  November,  rSoo, 
and  the  latter  in  1809.  Ater  their  marriage  in 
their  native  land,  they  came  to  America  in  1S32, 
locating  first  at  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
the  midst  of  a forest,  and  on  that  farm  continued 
to  live  until  coming  to  Trov  township.  Wood 
county,  in  1855.  They  made  a settlement  on 
the  Maumee  & Western  Reserve  Pike,  where 
their  remaining  years  were  passed,  the  father 
dving  in  1879,  and  the  mother  in  June,  1891,  in 
her  eighty-second  year.  In  early  life  they  were 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  but  later  be- 
came connected  with  the  Lutheran  denomina- 
tion, \Vhi!e  in  politics,  Mr.  Snyder  was  a Demo- 
crat. To  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William  Zacharias;  Ad  > ' 
and  Daniel,  who  are  both  married,  and  reside  on 
the  Maumee  N Western  Reserve  Pike;  Frederick. 
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of  Michigan;  Jacob,  of  Woodville,  Ohio;  Cather- 
ine; Caroline,  wife  of  William  Gartman,  of  South 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  George  W.  ; Lucien,  of  Troy 
township;  David,  of  Paulding  count)-,  Ohio;  and 
Henry,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Troy  township. 

Educated  in  a primitive  school  house,  reared 
on  a farm,  with  its  usual  hardships  and  priva- 
tions, were  the  marked  features  of  the  early  life 
of  our  subject.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  had 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  where 
he  continued  his  studies,  which  had  been  begun 
in  Medina  county.  He  also  learned  the  trade  of 
a carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  in  Perrysburg 
for  a number  of  years,  and  was  also  employed  at 
the  same  occupation  throughout  the  county  until  j 
his  marriage. 

On  September  9,  1871,  Mr.  Snyder  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lucy  Goss.  She  was  born  in  April, 
1845,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
our  subject,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Lewis)  Goss,  both  natives  of  England,  who 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Lake  township, 
where  the  father  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  in  1S82,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  They  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  their  family  were  four  children : William, 

of  Troy  township;  Louis,  who  resides  in  Lucas 
county,  near  Toledo,  Ohio;  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Frederick  Snyder;  and  Lucy,  wife  our  subject. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  Lave  one  child,  Elsie  E. , 
who  is  attending  school.  They  also  reared  his 
nephew,  A.  G.  Snyder,  who  now  practices  med- 
icine in  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  was  educated  by  our 
subject,  who  also  sent  him  to  medical  college, 
and  gave  him  a lot  in  Toledo  which  he  owned. 

Mr.  Snyder  devotes  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  and  having  a large  amount  of  industry, 
perseverance  and  energy,  has  made  a noble  record 
as  an  agriculturist,  and  stands  to-day  one  of  the 
substantial  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  county. 
Besides  his  valuable  farm,  he  also  owns  city 
property  in  Toledo.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a 
stanch  and  unswerving  Democrat;  socially  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity;  and  religiously 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Stony  Ridge,  this  county. 

Frederick  Herringshaw  has  been  a resident 
of  Wood  county  since  the  age  of  four  years,  and 
that  his  life  is  a well-spent  one  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  those  who  have  known  him  from 
boyhood  are  numbered  among  his  stanchest 
friends.  He  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
May  19,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 


(Lyon)  Herringshaw.  He  is  indebted  to  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Liberty  township  for  his  educa- 
tional privileges,  and  his  first  teacher  was  a Mr. 
Woodbury,  an  excellent  instructor,  and  a strict 
disciplinarian.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  eight- 
J een,  and  afterward  devoted  his  entire  attention  to 
the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage. 

In  Findlay,  Ohio,  September  13,  1883,  Mr. 
Herringshaw  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Nora 
B.  Needharn  a native  of  Ohio,  born  September 
29,  1863,  and  a daughter  of  Amos  and  Jennie 
(Edgar)  Needham.  Her  mother  died  when  Mrs. 
Herringshaw  was  a small  child,  and  she  was 
reared  by  strangers,  being  an  inmate  of  the  home 
of  Mr.  Dirk,  of  North  Baltimore,  at  the  time  of' 
her  marriage.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  John,  who  was 
born  July  21,  1884;  William  Frederick,  born  May 
17,  1S87;  Lula  Viola,  born  June  9,  1892,  and 
Frederick  Merl,  born  August  8,  1896. 

Prior  to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Herringshaw  had 
purchased  ninety-seven  acres  of  land  upon  which 
he  has  since  resided,  forty  acres  lying  in  Liberty 
township,  the  remaining  fifty-seven  acres  in  Henry 
township.  He  has  made  all  the  improvements 
upon  the  place,  has  cleared  his  farm  of  indebted- 
ness, and  is  to-day  numbered  among  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  community.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has 
never  sought  office.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  of  Wingston.  The 
cause  of  education  finds  in  Mr.  Herringshaw  a 
warm  friend,  and  he  is  a thorough  gentleman, 
possessed  of  many  excellent  qualities. 

James  Stratsbery,  a prominent  agriculturist 
i and  fruit-grower  of  Weston  township,  was  born 
in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  March  15,  1830,  and 
is  the  son  of  Napoleon  B.  and  Mary  (Lowe) 
i Stratsbery. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Virginia, 
of  English  parentage,  and  when  a young  man 
took  up  his  residence  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  followed  farming,  and  where  he  was 
married.  Fifteen  children  were  born  to  him,  of 
whom  James  is  the  eldest;  the  others  in  the  order 
of  their  births  are  as  follows:  Robert  resides  in 

Indiana;  Rosanna,  wife  of  Thomas  Westbrook, 
resides  in  Brown  county,  Ind. ; Ebenezer  is  a 
farmer  in  Wisconsin;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Shipman,  of  Weston;  William  is  a farm- 
er in  Weston  township;  Mahlon  is  a resident  of 
Brown  county,  Ind. ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
David  Kesster.  and  lives  in  Michigan;  Finlay  is  a 
resident  of  Brown  county,  Ind.  ; Joshua  is  residing 
in  Brown  county,  Ind. ; Sarah  Ann  (Mrs.  John 
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Palmer)  lives  in  Noble  county,  Ohio;  Wesley  is 
deceased;  the  other  three  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  of  this  large  family  died  in  Mercer  county, 
Ohio,  in  1867,  the  mother  surviving  him  until 
1895. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Noble  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  there  employed  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  40th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Cramer 
and  Capt.  Knapp.  The  family  of  Napoleon 
Stratsbery  was  well  represented  in  the  Union 
ranks — the  father  and  four  sons  (James,  Robert, 
Ebene/er  and  Finlay)  all  becoming  soldiers,  and 
serving  throughout  the  war.  Among  the  battles 
in  which  our  subject  participated  were  those  of 
Middle  Creek  and  Sand  River,  at  the  latter  of 
which  he  was  wounded  in  both  legs,  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital,  from  which  he  was  discharged  in  i 
1S63.  After  recovering  from  his  severe  injuries 
Mr.  Stratsbery  went  to  Cambridge,  Ohio,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  corn-shellers,  in 
which  he  met  with  good  success.  Later  he  went 
into  the  manufacture  of  brooms  and  lath,  subse- 
quently taking  up  contracting  on  railroad  work, 
building  ditches,  etc.  Among  the  contracts  he 
carried  out  were  the  Jackson  cut-off,  the  con- 
struction of  six  miles  of  the  Nickel  Plate,  six 
miles  of  grading  on  the  Coldwater  railway,  and 
six  miles  on  the  P.  F.  & W.  railway.  In  1S79 
he  purchased  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in  Weston 
township,  to  which  he  has  added  by  degrees  until 
he  now  owns  1 1 5 acres,  and  has  become  one  of 
the  largest  fruit  and  berry  growers  in  the  county. 
His  place  is  finelv  improved,  having  on  it  a hand- 
some residence,  as  well  as  capacious  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  in  the  summer  season,  when 
luscious  berries  tempt  the  palate,  and,  later,  the 
autumn  fruits  hang  heavy  on  the  boughs,  it  is  a 
delightful  spot  to  visit.  The  well-known  hospi- 
tality of  the  owner  and  his  interesting  family 
draws  to  his  pleasant  home  a large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  many  pleasant 
reunions  take  place  there. 

Mr.  Stratsbery  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  April  16,  1851, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Stoner,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  A brief 
record  of  them  is  as  follows:  Flora  died  when 

seventeen  years  old;  Ernest  E.,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  speculator  in  land  bonds,  and  loaned 
money,  died  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  in  1S92; 
Joseph  was  a professor  of  elocution  in  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  died  in  18SS;  Foster  is  a baggage- 
master  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Quincy 
railroad,  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  The  mother  of 


these  children  passed  away  in  1865,  and  July  1, 
1866,  Mr.  Stratsbery  was  married,  in  Weston,  to 
Miss  Anna  Lingo,  who  was  born  January  7,  1842. 
and  six  children  have  blessed  their  union:  James, 

1 a farmer  in  Weston  township;  John  W. , assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  management  of  his  property, 
and  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising  young  man 
who  has  a bright  future  before  him;  Fred;  Ger- 
trude; and  Mary  Grace,  who  died  when  nine 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  Stratsbery  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  a loyal  citizen.  He  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R. , belonging  to  Neibling  Post,  No.  20, 
at  Weston.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Weston,  and  has  taken  the  third  de- 
gree; belongs,  also,  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  En- 
campment, and  to  the  K.  of  P. , and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Order  of  Rebekah.  Mrs. 
Stratsbery  is  also  a member  of  the  Woman’s  Re- 
lief Corps,  and  of  the  Aid  Society,  in  all  these 
organizations  taking  a prominent  part,  and  being 
well  known  for  her  efficiency  and  executive 
ability. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratsbery  have  witnessed  many 
changes  in  their  lives,  and  have  taken  no  small 
part  in  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  community 
in  which  they  have  so  long  resided.  They  are 
now  seeing  the  results  of  their  labors,  and.  in  the 
midst  of  their  family  and  large  number  of  friends, 
are  enjoying  a quiet  and  comfortable  life,  con- 
scious that  their  best  efforts  have  been  given  to 
their  country  and  their  fellowmen. 

Peter  Nyswander,  a pioneer  farmer  of 
Weston  township,  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  September  6,  1S34.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Christian  Nyswander,  was  born  in  Berne. 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  they 
settling  in  Fairfield  county.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Deering,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them 
as  follows:  Peter;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Levi 
Simons,  of  Bloom  township;  John  E.,  who  died 
in  Bloom  township;  Sarah,  who  married  Adam 
Rettick,  and  lives  in  Florida,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio: 
Reuben,  a resident  of  Napoleon,  Ohio;  and  Jen- 
nie, who  married  John  Long,  a merchant  of 
Paulding  county.  The  father  of  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Milton  township,  Wood  county,  buying 
and  afterward  selling  160  acres  of  land,  thence 
going  to  Missouri,  where  he  remained  six  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Bio. 'in 
township.  His  death  occurred  December  3‘ 
1893,  at  Florida,  Henry  Co..  Ohio.  The  mother 
died  in  Bloom  township  in  1881. 

Peter  Nyswander  went  to  school  in  Milton 
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township  in  the  old  log  school  house,  which  was 
the  temple  of  learning  in  those  early  days,  and 
was  instructed  in  the  branches  then  taught, 
which,  it  is  safe  to  say,  did  not  extend  far  beyond 
the  “three  R’s.  ” He  worked  for  his  father  un- 
til he  was  nineteen  years  old,  and  then  started  in 
life  for  himself.  For  the  next  six  or  seven  years 
he  was  employed  in  clearing  up  land  for  other 
people,  at  the  close  of  that  period  buying  sixty 
acres  of  unimproved  land  on  which  was  built  a 
log  cabin,  and  devoted  himself  to  its  improve- 
ment. In  the  course  of  time  he  added  some 
thirty-two  and  a half  acres  to  it,  and  as  the  result 
of  hard  and  patient  labor  he  has  to-day  a valuable 
property  under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
log  house  is  supplanted  by  a handsome  residence, 
and  the  rude  outbuildings  by  fine  barns,  while 
modern  machinery  lessens  the  work  of  the  farm- 
er. 'In  this  pleasant  home  Mr.  Nyswander  is 
reaping  the  reward  of  his  early  years  of  hardship 
and  toil,  and,  with  his  interesting  family  about 
him,  is  taking  life  easily  and  comfortably. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Napoleon,  Ohio, 
1871,  to  Susan  Beverson,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1853.  Her  father,  Samuel  Beverson, 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  also  followed 
farming.  He  married  Maria  Weaver,  and  twelve 
children  were  born  to  them.  He  and  his  wife, 
both  of  whom  have  reached  a good  old  age,  are 
now  living  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyswander  six  children  have 
been  born  as  follows:  Jennie  May,  April  22, 

1872;  Sarah  E.,  September  26,  1873;  Edward, 
March  31,  1876;  Reuben,  January  9,  1878;  Ella 
M.,  January  18,  1S86;  and  Jacob,  April  17, 

1889.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Populist.  He 
has  been  a school  director  for  a number  of  terms,  1 
and  is  a man  highly  regarded  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens for  his  integrity,  good  common  sense  and 
liberal-minded  views. 

David  Girton  (deceased)  was  a native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  born  in  Columbia  county,  on 
July  19,  1813,  and,  as  his  mother  died  when  he 
was  quite  small,  he  was  reared  by  a maternal 
aunt.  When  a young  man  he  removed  with  rela- 
tives to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  met  the 
lady  who  now  bears  his  name.  In  Orange  town-  | 
ship,  that  county,  on  May  21,  1844,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Fast,  who  was  ! 
there  born  May  7,  1825,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Rex)  Fast.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Christian  Past,  was  one  of  the  well- 
known  pioneers  of  Ashland  county,  in  whose  life 
many  interesting  incidents  occurred,  which  have 
appeared  in  print  many  times.  At  one  time  he  | 


031 


was  taken  by  the  Indians,  and  held  in  captivity 
for  eighteen  months. 

For  seventeen  years,  Mr.  Girton  resided  in 
Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  and  on  coming 
to  Wood  county,  in  1861,  was  still  in  debt  for  his 
farm  of  eight}’  acres  there.  He  was  a hard-work- 
ing, energetic  man,  and  all  that  he  had  was  se- 
cured through  his  own  labors.  He  drove  through 
to  Wood  county,  bringing  his  family,  which  then 
comprised  nine  children,  and  in  Perry  township 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  10,  and 
twenty  acres  in  Section  1 1 . Eight  acres  of  the 
amount  only  had  been  cleared,  and  the  improve- 
ments consisted  only  of  a log  cabin  and  pig  pen. 
A heavy  growth  of  timber  covered  the  place,  and 
the  land  was  mostly  under  water,  especially  in  the 
spring,  the  only  means  of  going  to  the  neighbors 
being  to  walk  on  the  logs  in  order  to  keep  from 
getting  wet.  Mr.  Girton  continued  to  improve 
and  cultivate  his  land  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  3,  1S69,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Perry  Center.  In  height  he  was  five 
feet  eight  inches,  weighed  only  135  pounds,  was 
never  very  strong,  and  his  health  was  quite  poor 
the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  as  a citizen  had  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

At  his  death  he  left  the  widow  with  a family 
of  ten  children,  and  a debt  of  $600  upon  his 
place.  With  the  help  of  her  sons,  Mrs.  Girton 
was  able  to  keep  her  home,  and  to-day  has  120 
acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  township.  The  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in 
appearance,  the  buildings  are  of  substantial  char- 
acter, and  all  the  improvements  found  thereon 
have  been  made  by  members  of  the  family. 

The  education  of  Mrs.  Girton  was  such  as 
the  subscription  schools  of  her  neighborhood 
afforded;  but  at  that  time  it  was  considered  un- 
necessary for  girls  to  have  much  of  an  education. 
She  has  reared  a family,  of  which  she  may  justly 
be  proud;  her  sons  have  become  prominent  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  various  communities 
in  which  they  reside,  while  her  daughters  have 
become  good  housekeepers  and  faithful  wives, 
and  they  always  acted  under  her  instruction, 
seeking  her  advice  until  they  started  out  in  life 
for  themselves.  Religiously  she  is  connected 
with  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  she  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  ladies  of  Perry  township 

Her  children  are  as  follows:  Perry  Girton. 

born  March  14,  1845,  lives  in  Gratiot  county. 
Mich  ; Sarah  born  November  12  • ■" 

now  Mrs.  Jonathan  Snyder,  of  Gratiot  c unty. 
Mich.;  John  G.,  born  July  19,  184S,  is  a farmer 
of  Perry  township;  Mary  M.,  born  January  18, 


- 
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1850,  is  the  wife  of  George  Castrit,  of  West 
Miilgrove,  Ohio;  David  K. , born  May  13,  1S52, 
resides  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio; 
Jacob  I.,  born  April  28,  1854,  died  in  Perry 

township  January  23,  1869;  Hudson  P. , born 
April  1,  1856,  lives  in  Johnson  county,  AIo. ; 
Wilson  W. , born  February  27,  1 8 5 S.  died  March 
23,  1883,  in  Perry  township;  Martin  G.,  born 
June  27,  i860,  is  a farmer  of  Perry  township; 
and  Flora  E. , born  March  16,  1S66,  is  now  Mrs. 
Amos  Bowers,  of  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
county. 

Edward  \V.  De  Verna,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  settlers  of  Wood  countv,  was  born  on 
W estminster,  in  London,  England,  December 
14,  1S29.  Edward  De  Verna,  his  father,  also 
born  in  England,  was  of  French  descent.  By 
profession  he  was  a surgeon,  and  for  a number 
of  years  governor  of  a penitentiary.  He  married 
Cecelia  Sarvis,  a native  of  England,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Edward  W., 
and  Henry'  A.,  a farmer  of  Ottawa  county,  Ohio. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  family  located  in 
Chatham,  county  of  Kent,  Ontario,  Canada, 
where  the  father  was  given  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  recognition  of  services  rendered  his 
country.  He  died  there  in  1 S 5 9 , surviving  his 
wife  six  years.  George  De  Verna,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a captain  in  the  British  army 
the  greater  part  of  his  life;  while  an  uncle,  Major 
Crane,  was  in  the  same  service,  losing  a limb 
at  some  engagement — in  fact  many  of  Mr.  De- 
Verna’s  relatives  were  military  men,  and  he  has 
inherited  not  a little  of  their  martial  air,  being 
still  quite  erect,  though  sixty-seven  years  old, 
taking  also  much  delight  in  drilling  a company  of 
cadets  at  Dunbridge. 

Our  subject  was  baptized  in  the  grand  and 
historic  structure  which  has  played  an  important 
part  in  England's  history— Westminster  Abbey. 
He  is  entirely'  self-educated,  but  is  to-day  a very 
well-read  man.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Canada,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a farm  until  1857,  after  which  he 
worked  his  uncle’s  farm  three  years  on  Hull 
Prairie,  in  Wood  county;  he  then  purchased  eighty, 
acres  of  timber  iand,  and  built  a log  cabin.  Dur- 
ing those  early  days  the  hardships  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life  were  many  and  arduous;  so  much  so 
that  he  saw  his  children  crying  for  bread,  his 
wife  crying  to  see  them  cry,  and  he  himself  had 
nothing;  but  as  time  passed  lie  has  added  to  his 
possessions,  and  now  owns  340  acres  of  valuable 
land,  much  of  which  lies  in  Perry  sburg  township, 
and  is  operated  by  his  sons.  He  erected  a fine 


residence  at  a cost  of  $3,500,  which  was  de- 
] stroyed  by  fire.  In  1S88  he  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Dunbridge,  erected  thereon  a 
comfortable  dwelling,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  the  locality,  in  addition 
to  general  agriculture,  operating  a threshing 
machine,  feed-mill,  corn-sheller  and  clover- 
huller. 

In  October,  1852,  at  Chatham,  Canada,  Mr. 
De  Verna  married  Eliza  Barfoot,  who  was  born 
in  London,  England,  June  20,  1S27.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  record  of  their  family:  Emma, 

born  September  1,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Shubb,  of  Perrysburg;  Frank  was  born  in  May, 
1856,  and  Edward  in  June,  1858;  Mary  A.,  born 
in  November,  i860,  is  the  wife  of  George  Cham- 
berlain; Eliza,  born  in  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Cloar,  an  engineer  in  Michigan;  Abraham, 
born  in  1864,  is  a farmer  of  Perrysburg  township; 

1 Florence,  born  in  1868,  is  at  home;  and  George 
: B.,  born  in  1871,  is  an  agriculturist  of  Perrys- 
j burg  township. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  De- 
Verna  enlisted  in  Perrysburg  township,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1862,  in  Company  L,  3rd  O.  V.  V.  C., 
j which  was  attached  to  the  2nd  Brigade,  14th 
j Army  Corps.  P'or  two  years  and  ten  months  he 
I faithfully  defended  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented,  being  honorably  discharged  August 
! 4,  1865,  at  Edgefield,  Tenn.,  having  served  two 
j years  and  eleven  months.  He  never  lost  a day 
from  his  regiment  owing  to  sickness,  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  and,  though  a private 
during  his  entire  service,  he  was  often  detailed  to 
take  charge  of  small  expeditions,  thereby  seeing 
much  active  service.  On  one  of  his  expeditions 
he  captured  two  beautiful  blooded  horses  from 
bushwhackers;  on  another,  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
knocking,  with  his  saber,  a horn  out  of  the  mouth 
of  a Rebel,  who  was  going  to  call  for  help,  while 
Mr.  De  Verna's  comrades  were  helping  them- 
selves in  the  smoke  house.  At  the  battle  of  At- 
lanta, he  partially  lost  his  hearing.  He  is  a loyal, 

1 devoted  citizen,  a member  of  the  American  Pro- 
tective Association,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  of  the 
Loyal  Orange  Association,  of  Canada;  he  is  also 
connected  with  Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  123,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Perrysburg.  For  five  years  he  scr\ed 
on  the  board  of  education,  and  he  is  a liberal 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dunbridge. 
The  May  he  was  married  Mr.  De  Verna  commenced 
: to  keep  a diary  of  the  daily  events  of  his  life, 
which  is  still  unbroken  save  some  leaves  he  sent 
: home  while  he  was  in  the  army,  and  which  were 
i lost,  and  a portion  destroyed  by  fire  when  his  home 
I was  burned.  In  his  own  language  we  will  here 
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.aM  what  Mr.  De  Verna  says  concerning  his  : 
(i.'.ily  habits,  etc.:  “When  a boy  I was  selected 

I ;r  a Sabbath-school  teacher,  and  have  been 
superintendent  of  Sabbath-school  nearly  forty 
•.cars,  besides  being  class  leader  and  an  elder  of 
the  Church  during  same  years.  This  I had  to 
resign  on  account  of  my  hearing  becoming 
effected,  and  am  now  first  Bible  class  teacher.  I 
have  never  been  intoxicated  in  my  life,  nor  have 
i ever  been  guilty  of  using  or  tolerating  bad  lan- 
guage, or  ever  swore  an  oath.  L have  never 
smoked  a pipe  of  tobacco,  or  a cigar,  nor  have  I 
ever  taken  a chew  of  tobacco.  I am  a lover  of 
home  and  am  beloved  by  my  family,  whom  I en- 
courage in  all  that  is  good,  especially  music.  In 
my  house  I have  at  the  present  time,  and  have 
had  for  years,  music,  piano,  organ,  harp,  flute, 
cornet,  solo  alto  horn,  and  a violin,  on  which 
latter  I am  accompanied  by  my  daughter  on  the 
piano  or  organ.  At  one  time  I was  a member  of 
three  different  bands,  but,  that  life  not  suiting  me, 

I gave  it  up.  Of  my  four  sons  not  one  drinks, 
smokes  or  chews  tobacco — God  bless  them!  My 
youngest  daughter  has  been  organist  in  the 
Church  some  two  or  three  years,  and  is  now  i 
president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor.  So  much 
for  teaching,  and  the  example  set.  Their  mother 
is  equally  good,  but  more  strict.  God  has  blessed 
and  prospered  me  all  through  life,  and  I will  close 
my  clays  with  a light  and  happy  heart.  These  ! 
few  lines  I desire  to  have  perpetuated  in  print  for 
the  benefit  of  the  generations  that  will  follow  me.” 

Perry  C.  Chilcote,  proprietor  of  the  “ Chil- 
cote  House  ” at  West  Millgrove,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  landlords  in  Wood  county,  and  his 
hotel  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  the  hostelries  in 
the  county.  “ Perry,”  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 

!>  one  of  the  most  accommodating  hosts  to  be 
found  anywhere,  and  seems  to  consider  it  a pleas- 
ure to  do  a service  for  a guest.  His  establish- 
ment is  complete  in  every  respect,  and  his  good  \ 
v-ife,  in  her  turn,  leaves  nothing  undone  to  make 

II  a pleasant,  comfortable  home  for  the  weary 
traveler. 

Mr.  Chilcote  was  born  February  r 8 , 1841,  in 

P'-rry  township,  Wood  county,  son  of  Joseph  and 

Kli/abeth  (Jones)  Chilcote.  Wh  en  he  was  five 

'ears  old  his  father  was  permanently  injured.  A 

h°rse  ran  away  with  him,  dragging  him  around  a 

twenty -acre  field  largely  covered  with  logs  and 

stumps,  and  fracturing  his  skull  in  such  a manner 

that  the  bone  rested  upon  the  brain.  He  never 

'••covered  from  the  effect  of  the  accident,  and  ; 
1 • . 

ms  restoration  to  life  was  due  to  the  prompt 
action  of  his  son,  James,  who,  as  soon  as  the  ! 


horse  was  caught,  removed  the  dirt  quickly  from 
his  father's  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  breathed  into 
his  lungs  the  breath  of  life  ! The  accident  so 
completely  exhausted  Mr.  Chilcote  that  he  was 
unconscious  for  several  days.  He  was  ever  after- 
ward tenderly  cared  for  by  his  wife,  to  whom  this 
was  no  small  burden,  as  she  had  at  that  time  six 
children  needing  her  constant  attention.  Soon 
after  this  event  the  family  moved  to  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  where  Perry,  when  eight  years  old, 
went  to  work  for  his  uncle,  Gideon  Jones,  for  one 
shilling  per  day.  When  eleven  years  old  he  be- 
gan work  on  a farm  belonging  to  Israel  Nestle- 
rode,  here  receiving  four  dollars  per  month,  and 
he  lived  with  various  other  farmers,  being  at 
home  only  a small  portion  of  his  time,  but  giving 
most  of  his  earnings  to  his  parents.  He  was  a 
strong,  robust  boy,  and  physically  much  superior 
to  the  average  man.  When  the  Civil  war  broke 
cut  he  was  working  for  R.  W.  Kelly,  who  made 
him  a most  liberal  offer  : he  would  give  him  the 

use  of  his  best  team  and  all  the  land  that  he  could 
farm,  bear  all  the  expenses,  and  allow  Mr.  Chil- 
cote  one-third  of  all  the  crops  he  could  raise,  tell- 
ing him  he  would  “see  him  through.”  But  this 
was  no  inducement  to  Perry.  He  dropped  the 
plow  and  seized  his  gun,  and  on  August  15,  1S61, 
was  enrolled  in  Company  H,  49th  Regiment,  O. 
V.  I.,  and  marched  away  to  defend  the  stars  and 
stripes.  He  took  part  in  some  of  the  most  fa- 
mous battles  of  the  war,  among  them  those  of 
Stone  River,  Corinth,  Shiloh  and  Chickamauga. 
At  the  latter  place  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
held  as  such  just  fourteen  months,  during  that 
time  seeing  terrible  hardships  in  the  Rebel  pris- 
ons of  Belle  Isle,  Richmond,  Danville  and  An- 
dersonville.  On  November  20,  1S64,  he  was  ex- 
changed, and  was  taken  by  a vessel  from  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  to  the  parole  camp  at  Annapolis, 
where  he  was  paroled,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ohio,  here  receiving  his  final  discharge  at  Colum- 
bus, on  January  21,  1865. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chilcote  and  Miss  Martha 
J.  Harts  took  place  in  Montgomery  township. 
January  5,  1867.  Mrs.  Chilcote  was  born  in 
Cumberland  county,  Penn.,  April  17,  1S51,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Eliza  (McMillen 
Harts,  who  came  to  M ood  county  when  their 
daughter  was  two  years  old.  No  children  have 
ever  been  born  to  this  union.  For  a short  time 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Chilcote  rented  a small 
farm  in  Montgomery  township,  and  later  re- 
moved to  West  Millgrove,  where  he  acted,  as 
fireman  and  engineer  in  the  gristmill  of  Col. 
Miles,  having  learned  this  business  with  his 
brother  James.  From  West  Miligrove  he  went 
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onto  the  home  farm  in  Section  26,  Perrv  town- 
ship, remaining  there  a year,  when  he  returned 
to  his  former  home  and  worked  at  teaming  and 
fanning.  He  also  for  several  years  carried  on  a 
shingle  factory  in  company  with  his  brother 
Marcus  D. 

On  April  21,  1877,  Mr.  Chilcote  assumed  the 
management  of  the  hotel  known  as  the  “Mill- 
grove  House,”  which  had  been  conducted  by 
William  McCormick.  For  this  property  he 
traded  his  house  and  lot  in  Millgrove,  and  a bal- 
ance, which  left  him  over  a thousand  dollars  in 
debt.  The  name  of  the  hotel  was  afterward 
changed  to  that  of  the  “Chilcote  House,”  which 
is  now  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  popular 
public  houses  in  northern  Ohio.  Besides  this 
property  Mr.  Chilcote  owns  a house  and  lot  in 
West  Millgrove,  and  is  comfortably  fixed  finan- 
cially. He  is  one  of  the  stanchest  Republicans 
in  the  county,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  constable  of 
the  township.  For  over  twenty-five  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  a class-leader  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school.  At  present  he 
is  acting  as  steward.  His  wife,  who  is  a most 
kind-hearted  and  excellent  woman,  is  also  a con- 
sistent Methodist.  Mr.  Chilcote  is  a member  of 
Conley  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  West  Millgrove. 

John  McHenry  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Lennox,  Canada,  in  1846,  and  is  of  Irish  descent, 
his  father,  Daniel  McHenry,  being  a native  of 
County  Antrim,  Ireland.  The  name  was  origin- 
ally spelled  McKendry,  and  is  well-known  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  from  which  locality  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  also  named  John,  came  at 
an  early  day,  settling  in  Canada,  and  dying  at 
Quebec.  Three  of  his  brothers  located  in  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.  Daniel  McHenry  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  father,  and  made  his  home  in  the 
county  of  Lennox,  Canada,  where  he  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  and  carried  on  farming  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  LI i s wife  was  Margaret 
Sixmith,  of  Queen’s  County,  Ireland.  Twelve 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  the 
following  grew  to  maturity:  Rachel  married 

Patrick  McKeller,  and  lives  in  Bradford,  Penn.  ; 
Eliza  P.  lives  on  a farm  in  Canada;  John  comes 
next;  Charles  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado; 
James  is  a farmer  in  Canada;  Mary  lives  in  Chi- 
cago, 111. ; and  Thomas  is  a millwright,  living  in 
Canada. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  upon  his 
father’s  farm  in  Canada  until  reaching  his  major- 
ity, when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  lo- 


cated in  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania.  There  he 
found  employment  as  a tool  dresser  and  driller, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  a time,  and  then 
came  to  Ohio  and  to  Wood  county,  where  he 
has  since  been  employed  in  tracing  and  drilling 
! wells,  for  producers.  Since  locating  in  this 
I county,  Mr.  McHenry’s  fortune  has  been  varied. 
At  this  writing  he  has  a half-interest  in  a favor- 
able lease  in  the  Portage  field,  on  which  are  located 
nine  good  producing  wells.  Mr.  McHenry  is  a 
| man  of  great  industry  and  persistence,  and  de- 
serves  success  in  life.  He  is  a Populist  in  politics, 

: and  believes  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Free-Soil 
party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic;  so- 
■ dally  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order.  He  is 
popular  with  all  classes,  a man  of  the  highest  in- 
i tegrity,  and  possesses  the  best  traits  of  the  warm- 
hearted, impulsive  race  from  which  he  sprung. 

, He  was  married  in  Canada,  November  28,  1871, 

: to  Miss  Agnes  Frizzell,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: Maggie  and  Charles. 

P.  F.  Cline,  a prominent  farmer  and  valued 
citizen  of  Perry  township,  was  born  near  Utica. 
Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  November  24,  1S32.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Phcebe  (Fairs)  Cline,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  latter  in  Hampshire  county,  W.  Ya.,  in 
which  latter  State  they  were  married. 

Some  seven  or  eight  years  after  his  marriage, 
i John  Cline  removed  to  Licking  county,  Ohio,  in 
i company  with  two  other  families,  and  each  man 
took  up  a quarter  section  of  land.  A little  later 
Mr.  Cline  and  his  two  friends  went  bail  for  a local 
merchant,  who  afterward  tied  the  country  and 
left  them  in  the  lurch.  Mr.  Cline's  land  was 
seized,  and  he  was  left  with  but  one  cow  and  a 
poor  team  of  horses.  The  object  of  these  men 
in  taking  up  land  in  this  section  was  to  improve 
the  country  and  provide  a market  which  would 
attract  other  settlers,  the  merchant,  who  treated 
them  so  shamefully,  having  agreed  to  buy  all 
their  products.  The  advent  of  the  canal,  which 
was  soon  to  be  put  through,  was  expected  to  prove 
a great  feature  in  the  development  of  the  countn  . 
and  these  prosperous  settlers,  who  were  all  public- 
! spirited  men,  had  thought  by  their  efforts  to 
greatlv  benefit  the  community.  Frustrated  in 
his  efforts,  and  greatly  reduced  financially,  Mr. 

, Cline  removed  to  Fairfield  county,  and  settled 
near  Lancaster,  where  he  undertook  to  repair  his 
lost  fortune,  but  only  partially  succeeded  the 
troubles  he  had  seen  preyed  upon  his  health,  and 
his  death  occurred  w hen  he  was  comparatively  -i 
young  man. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  twelve  chil- 
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dren,  eight  boys  and  four  girls,  most  of  whom 
were  old  enough  to  work  for  themselves,  and  in 
this  way  the  family  remained  together  and  pros- 
pered. They  lived  in  Fairfield  county  until  about 
1S46,  at  which  time  the  National  pike  was  being 
improved  through  Licking  county,  and  this  af- 
fording an  opportunity  for  employment  for  the 
boys,  the  family  moved  to  Licking  county, 
settling  sixteen  miles  east  of  Columbus,  where  j 
the  boys  went  to  work  on  the  great  thoroughfare. 

It  was  from  here  that  the  family  scattered  and 
several  members  passed  away,  including  the 
mother,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  One 
brother  who  went  to  California,  in  1S49,  died 
there;  one  sister  died  in  Chicago,  and  one.  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  in  Fairfield  county,  while  another 
brother  died  in  -northwestern  Illinois.  The  three 
children  now  living  are  as  follows:  Our  subject; 

Mollie,  now  Mrs.  John  Pevers,  of  Hardin  county, 
Ohio;  Isaac,  who  lives  near  Columbus  Grove,  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio.  The  father  of  this  family  j 
was  six  feet  tall,  and  a strongly  built  man.  He 
had  poor  advantages  for  book  learning  in  early 
life,  but  had  a wonderful  memory  and  a good 
practical  education. 

When  a boy  our  subject  worked  on  the  farm 
of  his  father,  turning  his  hand  to  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do.  At  one  time  he  hauled  stone 
chips,  which  were  made  in  dressing  stone  while 
the  State  house  in  Columbus  was  being  built, 
which  chips  were  used  in  making  repairs  on  the 
National  pike.  Later  he  attended  school  at 
dEtna,  Licking  county,  where  he  had  excellent 
opportunities  for  learning,  which  he  improved  to 
good  advantage.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  I 
began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  Jacob 
Schaff,  of  /Etna,  with  whom  he  worked  for  over 
two  years.  ‘ After  working  for  several  years  at 
his  trade  in  different  counties  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Cline 
left  the  State,  going,  in  about  1854,  to  Chicago. 
He  had  been  there  but  a short  time  when  the 
cholera  broke  out.  the  deaths  averaging  some  four 
hundred  a day.  The  principal  remedy  at  this  1 
time  for  this  dread  disease  was  the  essence  of 
peppermint  and  brandy,  which  was  found  to  be  j 
very  efficacious.  Owing  to  this  epidemic  Mr.  Cline 
did  not  remain  in  Chicago,  but  returned  to  Ohio, 
making  his  home  for  a time  in  Adrian,  Seneca 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1S56.  He  then 
went  to  Kansas,  and  was  there  during  the  stirring  : 
times  cause  by  the  Abolition  troubles.  He  took 
an  active  part  himself  in  some  of  the  events,  and 
once  rode  ninety  miles  without  a dismount,  be- 
ing closely  pursued  by  a number  of  outlaws. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Cline  went  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  afterward  going  to 


Kansas  City,  where  he  did  considerable  work  on 
the  first  bridge  which  was  built  across  the  Kansas 
river  from  that  city  to  Wyandotte  city.  Kansas 
City  was  then  a small  place,  having  but  one 
hotel.  The  following  winter  he  spent  in  the 
South,  going  as  far  as  New  Orleans,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade.  He  also  traveled  over  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  on  his  return  worked 
throughout  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  made  good 
wages  by  this  roving  way  of  living,  and  spent  his 
money  as  easily  as  it  was  earned.  The  winter  of 
1 8 5 8— 5 9 he  also  spent  in  the  South,  and  near 
Vicksburg  built  a house  for  a wealthy  Southern 
planter.  He  spent  his  time  in  this  way,  working 
in  the  South  during  the  winters  and  during  the 
summers  in  the  northern  States,  until  the  spring 
of  1861,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Cline  came  up  the  Mississippi  on  one  of 
the  last  of  the  boats  to  make  the  journey,  which 
was  not  fired  upon  by  the  Southerners.  This 
vessel  contained  many  refugees  who  were  flee- 
ing to  the  North  to  escape  being  forced  into  the 
Rebel  army.  Mr.  Cline  went  at  once  to  Tiffin. 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  on  March 
22,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Steward,  a 
daughter  of  Archie  Steward,  who  was  of  Scotch 
extraction.  Mrs.  Cline  was  born  September  25, 
1835,  near  Republic,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio. 

The  young  couple  went  to  housekeeping  in 
Adrian,  Ohio,  and  on  August  1 of  the  same  year 
Mr.  Cline  enlisted  in  Company  K,  101st  O.  Y.  I . 
under  Capt.  Noble.  He  was  made  second  lieu- 
tenant, as  he  had  recruited  the  greater  part  of 
the  company.  The  regiment  was  mustered  in 
at  Monroeville,  Ohio,  and  two  days  later  left  for 
Covington,  Ky. , where  it  had  a lively  skirmish, 
and  a few  of  them  had  an  exciting  race  for  their 
lives,  as  Lieut.  Cline,  with  twenty  men.  was 
reconnoitering  five  miles  out  from  the  city,  when 
they  were  surprised  by  a large  force  of  Rebels 
They,  however,  escaped  without  injury.  He 
participated  in  all  the  skirmishes  and  battles  in 
which  his  regiment  took  part  until  December  r 
1863,  when,  being  disabled  by  illness,  lie  was  hon- 
orably discharged,  and  returned  to  Republic,  Ohio, 
where  his  wife  was  then  living. 

In  the  fall  of  tS64.  Mr.  Cline  located  in 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  where  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land. 
For  this  he  paid  one-half  down,  the  remainder  t > 
be  paid  in  two  installments;  but,  before  the  sec- 
ond payment  became  due,  he  sold  that  property 
and  bought  his  present  farm  of  ioo  act  - in  Sec 
tion  9,  Perry  township,  for  which  he  went  he.ivi.v 
in  debt.  He  at  once  went  to  work  to  improve 
this  land,  which  has  been  his  home  ever  since. 
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and  which  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
township.  He  has  disposed  of  a part  of  it,  and 
now  has  I 59!  acres  under  fine  cultivation.  When 
he  took  possession  of  it  only  forty  acres  were 
cleared,  and  every  building  on  it  has  been  erected 
by  himself.  In  1878  he  built  a beautiful  resi- 
dence, where  he  is  spending  his  days  in  peace 
and  happiness. 

On  April  2,  1865,  Mrs.  Cline  died  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  was  buried  near  Republic. 
She  left  one  child,  Anna,  now  the  widow  of  Wal- 
ter Coe,  who  lives  with  her  two  children,  Lena 
and  Lester,  at  the  home  of  her  father.  In  the 
spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Cline  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Laura  Simons,  whose  husband,  Lieut.  Silas  Si- 
mons, of  Company  E,  49th  Regiment,  O.  A’.  I., 
was  killed  at  Pickett's  Mills,  Ga.  Mrs.  Cline 
was  born  in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  September  19,  1840, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Osman  Divers,  who  in  his 
time  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  Wood 
county.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cline,  namely:  Vic.  I.,  now  Mrs.  Scott 
Emerson,  of  Bloom;  and  Charles  W.,  residing 
with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Cline  is  a member  of  the 
Disciples  Church. 

Mr.  Cline  has  carried  on  fanning  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  at  one  time  also  being  engaged  in 
stock  raising.  He  was  born  and  reared  a Demo- 
crat; bnt  in  the  fall  of  i860  cast  his  vote  for 
Abraharn  Lincoln,  and  has  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican ever  since.  He  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  but  an  active  worker  for  the  success  of 
his  party,  and  through  his  efforts  some  of  the 
best  officials  in  the  county  have  been  elected. 
He  is  a politician  from  principle,  and  instead  of 
using  his  influence  in  his  own  behalf  he  has  never 
asked  for  office,  but  has  endeavored  to  find  out 
and  secure  the  election  of  men  the  best  qualified 
to  fill  responsible  positions.  He  is  an  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  man,  and  a loyal  citizen. 

Samuel  McKee,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Lib- 
erty township,  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of 
sixty  acres,  on  which  he  erected,  in  1S92,  a beau- 
tiful residence.  This  stands  in  the  midst  of  well- 
tilled  fields,  while  good  barns  and  outbuildings 
provide  ample  shelter  for  grain  and  stock.  All 
the  equipments  and  accessories  of  a model  farm 
are  here  found,  and  the  owner  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  McKee  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  April  16,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Nancy  (Shellar)  McKee.  The  father  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1793,  and  when  about  nine 
years  of  age  was  brought  to  America  by  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Mary  (Gartley)  McKee.  The 


family  landed  at  New  York,  and  went  direct  to 
Pennsylvania,  the  grandfather  entering  a part  of 
the  land  on  which  Philadelphia  now  stands.  He 
afterward  sold  that  tract  and  removed  to  North- 
umberland county,  Penn.,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years.  His  next  home  was  in  Washing- 
ton countv,  Penn.,  and  later  he  went  to  Guern- 
sey county,  Ohio,  where  both  the  grandfather 
and  the  grandmother  died  at  the  home  of  their 
son  John,  in  1837.  Their  children  were  Will- 
iam, Thomas,  Robert,  Catherine,  Nancy,  and 
j Ellen  and  Elizabeth  (twins; . 

Thomas  McKee,  father  of  our  subject,  served 
for  about  nine  months  in  the  war  of  1S12,  enlist- 
ing at  the  age  of  nineteen.  In  Pennsylvania  he 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming.  For  nineteen 
years  he  lived  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and 
then  removed  with  his  family  to  Seneca  county, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  operated  some  four  years.  On  selling  that 
1 property  he  removed  to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  he 
then  lived  retired  until  his  death,  in  1861.  His 
wife  died  on  the  farm  in  Seneca  count},  in  Au- 
gust, 1S49.  Their  children  were  Mary,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Hutton,  and  died  in 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Levi  Adams,  and  died  in  Liberty  township;  Ma- 
tilda, wffio  died  in  Guernsey  county  at  the  age  of 
fourteen;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Samuel  Hytar,  of 
Bloomdale,  Wood  county;  Samuel;  Robert,  who 
was  killed  by  a falling  tree  in  Henry  county,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one;  Nancy,  widow  of  William 
Ramsbottorn,  of  Fostoria,  who  served  five  years 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  from  his 
wounds;  Jane,  wife  of  L.  H.  Laney,  of  Liberty 
township;  Harriet,  wife  of  James  Hunt,  of  Fos- 
toria; and  Dorcas,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fifteen. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  two  years  when 
his  parents  came  to  Ohio.  He  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Guernsey  county,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  On 
April  22,  1 S 5 S,  he  was  married  in  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
to  Mary  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  count} 
April  26,  1836,  and  is  descended  on  the  paternal 
side  from  Scotch  ancestry,  and  on  the  maternal 
side  from  German.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Ohio,  but  were  married  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  and  afterward  removed  to  Seneca  countv. 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  May  24.  184'  1,  while 
the  mother  passed  away  September  28,  1 8' 
They  had  six  childi  n:  Sarah,  who  first  married 

Jacob  Frinth,  and  after  his  decease  became  the 
wife  of  John  Wininger  (she  Hied  in  Fostoria. 
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Ohio);  Bayard  E.,  an  army  surgeon,  who  was 
never  heard  from  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh;  Mrs. 
McKee;  Priscilla,  wife  of  Mathew  Keo,  of  Liberty 
township:- Allen,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  Thomas, 
who  died  at  Nashville  while  serving  in  the  Union 
army. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  number 
three  children:  Armeda  C , born  October  21, 

1866;  Elden,  born  August  31,  1872,  and  Loy, 
born  September  6,  1876. 

On  August  29,  1863,  our  subject  enlisted  in 
the  Ohio  National  Guard,  49th  Regiment,  to 
serve  for  five  years.  He  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  in  May,  1864,  in  the  cad 
for  “ one-hundred-day”  men,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  May  1,  1866.  In  1871  Mr.  McKee 
came  with  his  family  to  Wood  county,  and  since 
1877  he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm.  His 
political  support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  his  business 
interests,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  good  suc- 
cess. 

C.  S.  St.  John,  M.  D.,  a well-known  phy- 
sician of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Plain  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  November  13,  1854,  and  is 
the  son  of  S.  W.  and  Harriet  Jane  (Husted) 
St.  John.  The  family  is  of  French  descent,  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject  coming  to  this  country 
in  an  early  day,  and  representatives  are  found  in 
many  States  of  the  Union. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  New 
York,  born  June  30,  j S 1 7.  He  moved  thence  to 
Milan,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  September,  1843, 
removed  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
December  7,  1893.  He  was  originally  a Whig, 
later  becoming  a Republican,  and  held  the  office 
of  commissioner  of  Wood  county  for  seven  years. 
He  belonged  to  a large  family,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing grew  to  maturity:  Mrs.  Nicholas  Kline, 
formerly  of  Milan,  Ohio,  now  deceased;  Henry, 
living  in  Portland,  O're.;  Mrs.  Nathan  Moore,  re- 
siding in  Toledo;  and  Ezra,  also  living  in  Port- 
land, Ore.  The  mother  of  Dr.  St.  John,  who  is 
still  living,,  was  born  June  5,  1833,  in  Tioga 
county,  Penn.,  and  was  one  of  six  children, 
namely:  Mrs.  Leverton  (now  deceased  , who 

lived  in  Wood  county;  Joel,  residing  in  Toledo; 
Clarinda,  widow  of  Judge  Ewing,  residing  at 
Piqua,  Ohio  (Judge  Ewing  was  a pioneer  of 
Wood  county,  and  died  August  20,  1S90;  lie  was 
president  of  the  Wood  County  Pioneer  Society  ); 
Harriet  Jane;  Philander,  a resident  of  Wood 
county;  and  Findlay.  The  Husted  family  is  of 
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Pennsylvania-Dutch  stock.  To  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  born  seven  children,  viz. : 
Mary  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  G.  W.  Callin  ; 
Clement  W. , who  died  when  twenty-two  years 
old;  C.  S. ; Julia  M.,  who  died  when  sixteen 
! years  of  age;  Ezra  H.,  residing  in  Bowling  Green; 
j Elden,  deceased  when  six  years  old;  and  Everett 
E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
! the  schools  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  being  dependent  upon  his  own  exer- 
tions he  early  showed  of  what  stuff  he  was  made, 

| and  his  determination  to  make  a name  in  the 
world  by  his  persistent  efforts  to  acquire  knowl- 
edge. During  these  years  he  taught  school  at 
I intervals,  being  employed  both  in  country  dis- 
1 tricts  and  in  the  city  public  schools,  in  the  latter 
i teaching  five  years.  In  this  way  he  earned  money 
1 enough  to  pursue  his  own  studies.  After  com- 
pleting his  literary  course,  during  which  he 
had  studied  medicine  to  some  extent,  he  en- 
1 tered  the  Columbus  Medical  College,  subse- 
i quently,  in  1883,  graduating  from  the  Med- 
ical Department  of  Wooster  University.  He 
practiced  in  Bowling  Green  one  year  with 
Dr.  Fuller,  and  then  went  to  McComb, 
where  he  remained  two  and  a half  years,  at  the 
end  of  that  time  returning  to  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  has  since  made  his.  home.  Dr.  St. 
John  is  extensively  read,  well  posted  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  has  a large  practice  in  the  city  and 
vicinity.  He  is  a member  of  both  the  medical 
societies  of  the  county,  also  of  the  board  of 
health,  and  was  at  one  time  a trustee  of  the 
Cemetery  Association;  also  served  as  coroner  of 
Wood  county  two  terms.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of 
P.  and  National  Union,  at  Bowling  Green.  On 
June  30,  1SS0,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  Ralston,  who  was  born  February  22,  1837, 
in  Wood  county,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Edith  L.  and  C.  Harold. 

E.  A.  Post,  like  many  of  the  prominent  and 
representative  citizens  of  Wood  county,  our  sub- 
ject is  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Otsego  county,  May  10,  1838,  and  is  a son  of 
William  P.  and  Rhoda  Osborne  Post,  who  re- 
moved to  Medina,  Ohio,  when  their  son  w as  but 
a child.  There  the  father  followed  his  trade  of 
carpentering  until  his  death  at  the  ripe  old  age  ot 
eightv-five  years,  while  his  wife  was  eighty-one 
w hen  she  passed  awa\. 

Mr.  Post,  of  this  review,  was  the  only  son  in 
the  family  of  eight  children,  and  in  the  schooL 
Medina  secured  his  education.  When  a bo\  lie 
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learned  the  machinist’s  trade  at  Bradway’s  ma- 
chine shop,  and  also  took  up  carpentering,  at 
which  he  worked  for  some  time.  In  April,  1862, 
spurred  on  by  a spirit  of  patriotism  that  reigned 
in  so  many  of  the  bosoms  of  the  young  men  of 
our  land,  our  subject  enlisted  at  Medina,  in  Com- 
pany G,  84th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  J.  C.  Powell. 
From  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  the  regiment  was 
formed,  they  were  sent  to  Grafton,  W . Ya., 
where  they  took  part  in  their  first  engagement. 
They  were  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  were  in  the  battles  of  New  Creek  and  Rom- 
ney, \V.  Va. , Harper’s  Ferry  and  Painted 
Rocks,  after  which  Mr.  Post  returned  to  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  was  sent  home  as  his  term  had  ex- 
pired. In  September,  1863,  he  re-enlisted,  this 
time  becoming  a member  of  the  First  Ohio  Bat- 
tery, and  saw  hard  service  in  Tennessee,  being  at 
Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, the  siege  of  Knoxville  and  Strawberry 
Plains.  While  on  a raid  he  was  taken  ill  and 
after  his  recovery  was  in  the  engagements  at 
King’s  Salt  Works,  Bull’s  Gap,  Greenville,  Tenn., 
Stony  River,  Leadville,  Tenn.,  Danbridge, 
Jonesboro  and  Ashville,  N.  C.  At  the  latter 
place  they  released  5,000  prisoners.  After  the 
war  was  ended  they  were  sent  to  Knoxville 
to  guard  stores  and  equipments  received  from 
Johnston  and  there  were  discharged  in  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  while  at  Camp  Dennison  they  were 
mustered  out. 

On  returning  to  his  home  in  Medina,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Post  worked  at  his  trade  for  some  time,  but 
the  winter  of  1867-68  he  passed  in  Wood  coun- 
ty in  the  employ  of  John  Norris,  of  Perry  town- 
ship, after  which  he  went  again  to  Medina. 
There  on  August  27,  1873,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Post  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Fay, 
who  was  born  at  Medina  Center,  May  20,  1852, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Conway)  P'ay,  who  were  both  natives  of  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  where  they  were  married,  and 
later  came  to  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Post  is 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of 
nine  children,  and  after  receiving  a good  educa- 
tion taught  school  in  Medina  county.  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  three 
children — William  M.,  born  October  30,  1S74; 
Zelotes  G.,  born  June  21,  1878;  and  Ella  M., 
born  January  12,  1884. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  Mr.  Post  brought  his 
family  to  Wood  county,  locating  on  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  Section  16,  Perry  township,  which 
he  had  purchased  some  years  previous.  Only 
four  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  a log  house  was 
the  only  improvement;  but  since  that  time  a 


great  transformation  has  taken  place.  Sixty 
acres  have  been  placed  under  the  plow,  a com- 
fortable dwelling  has  been  erected,  and  also  good 
barns  and  ocher  outbuildings,  some  of  the  car- 
penter wc*rk  being  done  h\’  his  own  hands. 

Mr.  Post’s  tastes  are  domestic  in  character, 
he  taking  great  delight  in  his  home  and  family, 
and  is  eminently  worthy  of  the  trust  and  high 
regard  which  in  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  takes  an  intelligent  and  earnest  interest  in 
public  affairs,  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions. 
He  is  a charter  member  of  Yates  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  West  Millgrove,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Post  takes 
an  active  part  in  religious  and  temperance  work, 
belonging  to  the  Union  Methodist  Church,  and 
is  secretary  of  the  Home  Missionary'  Society  and 
the  local  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

H.  A.  Ellsworth,  deceased.  Prominent 
among  those  who  were  successful  farmers  of 
Wood  county  may  be  named  the  subject  of  this 
historical  notice,  whose  homestead  was  in  Sec- 
tion 5,  Portage  township,  and  who,  by  enterprise 
and  energy  in  the  direction  of  his  chosen  industry, 
had  given  to  his  work  a significance  and  beauty 
of  which  few  deemed  it  capable.  He  was  brought 
into  the  world  July  23,  1830,  in  Wyoming 

county,  Penn.,  and  is  the  son  of  Leonard  and 
Maria  (Dimon)  Ellsworth,  farming  people  of  but 
moderate  means,  who  lived  and  died  in  the  Key- 
stone State.  In  their  family  of  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  our  subject  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  com- 
menced his  struggle  upon  the  stage  of  life  on  his 
own  account,  being  able  at  that  time  to  do  a good 
day’s  work. 

In  Wyoming  county,  January  11,  1S56,  Mr. 
Ellsworth  wedded  Miss  Betsy  A.  Waring,  a native 
of  New  York,  who  bore  him  the  following  chil- 
dren: Lydia  J.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Fannie, 

now  Mrs.  Owen  Borger,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio;  Ella,  wife  of  Lewis  Abbott,  of  Milton  Cen- 
ter, Ohio;  Albert,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio; 
Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy;  George,  a farmer 
of  Portage  township;  Charles,  who  died  while 
young;  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Sayer,  of 
Portage  village;  and  Cora,  Jessie  and  Nellia,  all 
at  home.  Mr.  Ellsworth  rented  land  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  the  spring  of  1857,  when  he  removed 
to  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  for  six 
years  he  kept  a hotel,  and  on  selling  out  came  to 
Wood  county,  locating  on  forty  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Montgomery  township.  This  was  the 
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first  tract  he  had  ever  owned,  and  after  improving 
it  for  some  time,  sold  and  purchased  fifty  acres 
elsewhere,  to  which  he  later  added  a tract  of 
forty-eight  acres.  That  farm  he  traded  for  the 
home  property,  consisting  of  ninety-five  acres  in 
Section  5,  Portage  township,  which  is  highly  cul- 
tivated and  well  improved  with  good  buildings. 

On  December  1,  1890,  his  first  wife  passed 
away,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  Oak  Grove 
cemetery,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  In  Luzerne 
county.  Penn.,  August  12,  1892,  he  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary 
Turcan,  widow  of  William  Turcan.  Her  birth 
occurred  in  Kingston,  Luzerne  county,  February 
6,  1838,  and  she  is  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  (Myers)  Frace.  She  acquired  her  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  her  native  county, 
and  endeavors  by  a blameless  life  to  set  a good 
example  to  the  rising  generation,  being  a member 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 

On  coming  to  Wood  county,  Mr.  Ellsworth 
suffered  considerably  from  malaria  and  ague, 
often  having  to  work  whole  days  when  he  could 
hardly  stand,  but  he  had  invessed  his  entire 
capital  in  hisdand,  and  his  family  had  to  be  sup- 
ported. Many  men  of  less  courage  would  have 
given  up,  but  love  of  his  family  inspired  him,  and 
he  kept  steadily  on  until  he  had  secured  a com- 
fortable competence.  Politically  he  had  always 
been  a Democrat  until  1892,  since  which  time, 
until  his  death,  he  was  a Populist,  and  a stanch 
supporter  of  that  party.  He  passed  away  May 
9,  1S96. 

George  Simpkin  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  August  6,  1849.  His  father,  John 
Simpkin,  was  a butcher  by  trade.  He  married 
Anne  Barley,  and  they  became  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Robert,  Mary  Anne,  George, 

Sarah  (wife  of  Thomas  Senate,  of  England), 
Lider,  Ezekiah,  Eliza,  and  Ellen. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  when  twenty-five  years  of  age 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  in  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, where  for  five  years  he  followed  the  butch- 
er’s trade.  In  1879  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  locating  at  Scotch  Ridge.  He  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Center  township,  erected 
a dwelling  at  a cost  of  $1,000,  and  has  here  made 
a good  home,  reclaiming  the  land  from  its  orig- 
inal condition,  and  transforming  it  into  fertile 
fields. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land  Mr.  Simpkin 
was  married  in  Cambridgeshire,  in  1867,  to  Eliza 
Houghton,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  in  1850, 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Anna  (Day)  Hough- 


ton. They  have  three  children — John,  born  m 
1868;  Alice,  born  in  1870,  now  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Larnbright,  of  P'ostoria;  and  Arthur  George,  who 
was  born  in  1872,  and  operates  the  old  home- 
stead. When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpkin  arrived  in 
Canada  they  had  only  $20,  but  their  united 
efforts  have  brought  to  them  a comfortable  com- 
petence and  a pleasant  home,  which  they  rich- 
ly merit. 

W.  B.  Bryant,  M.  D.  This  .well  known 
and  popular  citizen  of  Bowling  Green,  who  for 
two  consecutive  terms  held  the  responsible  of- 
fice of  sheriff  of  Wood  county,  was  born  at 
Prairie  Depot,  Wood  county,  July  1,  1S52. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  W.  R.  Bryant, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  coming  to  Ohio  and 
settling  in  Wood  county  at  Freeport,  about 
fifteen  years  ago.  He  was  a lawyer  by  profes- 
sion, and  practiced  in  the  courts  of  this  and  ad- 
joining counties.  He  married  Melissa  A.  Sher- 
man, who  was  also  a native  of  New  York,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  Their  children  were 
eight  in  number,  as  follows:  Charles  enlisted 

during  the  Civil  war  in  the  144th  O.  V.  I.,  was 
captured  by  Moseby,  and  died  in  the  Confederate 
prison  at  Salisbury;  the  second  child  died  in 
early  infancy;  Diana  is  the  wife  of  M.  Hall,  and 
lives  at  Hastings,  Mich.;  Adolphus  died  in  in- 
fancy; George  is  a planter  at  South  Riverside, 
Cal.;  William  B.  is  our  subject;  O.  N.  is  post- 
master at  Freeport,  Wood  county;  Flora  A. 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  S.  J.  Dunn,  of  Prairie 
Depot. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  literary  education  in 
his  native  place,  and  in  1872  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the  offices 
of  Dr.  Nelson  Goodrich,  at  Freeport,  and  Dr. 
Rosendale,  of  West  Millgrove.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Insti- 
tute in  1875,  ar)d  began  the  practice  of  his  profess- 
ion at  Freeport,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
then  removing  to  Jerry  City,  where  he  had  a large 
general  practice.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Wood  county,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  took  up  his  residence  in  Bowling  Green. 
Wood  county  is  largely  Republican,  and  Dr. 
Bryant  had  a majority  of  only  five  votes  at  this 
election;  but  so  well  did  he  fulfill  the  duties  of 
that  office,  that  when  he  ran  the  second  time  he 
received  a majority  of  323  votes  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  county  went  over  a thousand  Re 
publican.  He  is  a man  of  sterling  character, 
popular  with  all  classes,  and  possesses  good 
executive  ability.  He  has  large  oil  and  real- 
1 estate  interests  in  Wood  county,  and  also  owns  a 
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fine  drug  store  in  Toledo,  at  the  corner  of  Sum- 
mit and  Lagrange  streets,  which  he  opened  in 
April,  1896.  However,  it  does  not  interfere 
with  his  practice.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  K.  of  P. 

Dr.  Bryant  was  married  November  25,  1881, 
to  Zidama  V.  Dunlap,  who  was  born  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  July  16,  1853.  Her  parents  were 
David  and  Mary  (Gribben)  Dunlap,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania;  the  mother  is 
now  deceased;  the  father,  who  is  still  living, 
is  now  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Bryant 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  a most  estimable  woman. 

A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  a well-known  physician 
and  druggist  of  Tontogany,  was  born  October  13, 
1848,  near  Philadelphia,  a son  of  Gottlieb  Edd- 
mon and  wife,  who  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
man)c  They  spent  the  first  years  of  their  mar- 
ried life  in  America,  returning  to  their  old  home 
on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  the  father,  who 
was  a druggist  by  occupation.  The  mother  died 
shortly  after  their  return  to  Germany  (the  father 
not  long  surviving  her),  leaving  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject,  then  about  five  years  old,  was 
the  youngest,  and  he  was  then  taken  to  live  with 
relatives.  The  others — Frank,  Amelia  (now  de- 
ceased), and  Anna  (the  wife  of  F.  Nagle) — all 
remained  in  Germany. 

Our  subject  received  a liberal  education, 
graduating  from  Halle  University,  Germany,  in 
the  departments  of  Literature  and  Medicine, 
having  studied  medicine  there  from  May,  1865, 
to  September,  1868 — three  years  and  four 
months,  He  then  accepted  the  position  of  as- 
sistant-surgeon on  the  steamer  “ Limenia,”  and 
visited  Chili,  as  well  as  other  countries  of  South 
America,  the  Society  Islands,  Tahiti  (a  French 
port),  and  then,  leaving  the  vessel,  secured  pas- 
sage on  a French  Government  vessel  bound  for 
San  Francisco,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business.  An  attack  of  smallpox  having  inter- 
fered with  his  plans,  he,  in  the  following  year, 
went  to  Chicago,  and  there  remained  until  after 
the  great  fire,  which  occurred  one  week  after  his 
arrival.  He  then  made  a short  visit  to  his  native 
place,  and  in  December,  1871,  revisited  Ger- 
many, where  he  again  became  interested  in  a 
drug  store,  and  was  also  assistant  to  an  old  sur- 
geon. In  1 876  he  returned  to  America,  and  after 
a trip  through  the  Southern  States,  he  attended 
a course  of  lectures  in  Cincinnati.  He  graduated 
March  5,  1877,  from  the  Physio-Eclectic  Medical 
College  in  that  city,  after  which,  in  the  same 


year,  he  located  at  Custar,  Wood  county,  and  in 
December,  following,  settled  in  Tontogany, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  and  where  his  pro- 
fessional skill  and  wide  range  of  knowledge  have 
received  due  recognition.  After  a few  years  prac- 
tice in  Tontogany,  he  opened  a drug  store  there, 
which  he  still  owns. 

In  1879,  Dr.  Eddmon  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Black,  a sister  to  Capt.  L.  Black,  of 
Tontogany.  In  politics  he  is  an  Independent, 
and  served  as  township  clerk  one  term;  was 
mayor  of  Tontogany  six  years;  and  has  been  a 
notary  public  since  1 879.  He  is  assistant-surgeon 
for  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  Railroad 
Co'. ; socially  he  is  a charter  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , Tontogany  Lodge  No.  755,  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs;  is  also  a member  of  the  K. 
of  P.,  Perrysburg  Lodge  No.  524,  and  has  at- 
tained the  Oriental  Degree  in  the  same.  In  con- 
nection with  his  profession  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  American  Medical  Society,  of  Ohio,  and  the 
American  Association  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
In  1882  the  ..Etna  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford. 
Conn.,  appointed  him  recording  agent  for  Ton- 
togany, and  in  1887  the  passenger  department  oi 
the  C.  H.  & D.  R.  R.  appointed  hint  as  special 
agent  for  Tontogany,  and  all  through  traffic  is 
referred  to  him.  Both  positions  he  still  occupies, 
and  he  stands  in  high  repute  with  his  employers. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  the  recog- 
nized authority  for  the  leading  Mercantile  Agen- 
cies at  Tontogany. 

J.  R.  Judson,  who  is  now  living  in  Bowling 
Green  retired  from  active  business,  was  born  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  April  18,  1837.  The 
Judson  family  in  this  country  is  descended  from 
two  brothers,  who  came  from  England  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  One  of 
these  subsequently  went  south,  and  all  trace  of  him 
has  been  lost.  The  other  was  the  progenitor  of 
that  branch  of  the  family  to  which  our  subject 
belongs.  Beyond  this,  the  first  of  whom  any 
definite  history  has  been  preserved,  is  Ithimar 
Judson,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
had  four  brothers,  viz.:  Isaac,  John,  William 

and  Egbert,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  He 
died  near  Meadville,  Penn.,  leaving  two  children; 
Benjamin,  father  of  our  subject,  and  Silva.  1 In 
latter  married  Moses  H.  Herrick,  and  removed  t 
Clinton  countv,  Iowa.  They  had  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  married  physicians,  one  of  them 
being  the  wife  of  Dr.  \ ery,  a druggist  in  ( hicag  ' 

Benjamin  Speas  Judson  was  born  January  iy. 
1812,  and  married  Catharine  Osgood,  born  ne  o 
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Elmira,  Penn.,  October  i,  1 8 r i . They  resided 
for  a time  in  Bedford  county,  Penn.,  and  in  1835 
removed  to  Ohio,  settling  near  Waterville,  Lucas 
county,  on  the  Maumee  river.  There  they  lived 
for  three  years,  when  they  decided  to  return  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  started  in  wagons  to  make  the 
long  journey.  On  reaching  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  however,  the  father  was  taken  ill  and  they 
were  forced  to  stop,  and  as  they  were  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  country,  they  con- 
cluded to  stay  awhile.  After  living  in  that  coun- 
ty for  six  years,  they  abandoned  the  idea  of  going 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  finally  decided  to  locate  in 
Wood  county.  They  reached  Plain  township  in 
March,  1843,  and  there  made  a home  for  them- 
selves, in  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  and  where  the  father  died  in  1864,  the 
mother  surviving  him  until  1887.  They  were 
consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Judson  was 
originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  uniting  with  the 
Republican  party  after  its  organization.  To  this 
worthy  couple  six  children  were  born,  namely : 
Ithimar,  who  died  when  two  years  old;  Sarah  M., 
who  married  Ernest  Miehe,  and  died  in  1864; 
Ithimar  (2),  who  is  a farmer  in  Perrysburg,  Wood 
county;  J.  R. , subject  of  this  sketch;  Miles,  born 
June  18,  1844,  is  a mechanic  and  lives  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio;  Lucie  died  when  about  eight  years 
old.  The  parents  of  our  subject’s  mother  were 
Thomas  and  Abigail  (Ingalls)  Osgood.  The 
former  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  came  to  Wood 
county  in  1835,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Plain 
township,  where  he  died. 

J.  R.  Judson  came  to  Wood  county,  when  a 
lad  of  some  six  years,  with  his  parents,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Plain  township,  attending 
the  primitive  schools  of  those  days,  and  gaining  as 
good  an  education  as  was  possible  with  such  lim- 
ited advantages.  When  civil  war  threatened  to 
dismember  the  Union,  his  patriotic  impulses  led 
him  to  enlist  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his  services. 
April  18,  1861,  he  entered  his  name  as  a soldier, 
and  the  following  month  was  mustered  in  at 
Camp  Dennison.  The  State  quota  was  full,  how- 
ever, and  his  company  was  not  accepted,  and  he 
re-enlisted  in  Company  C,  13th  O.  V.  I.,  for 
three  years,  and  in  June,  1861,  was  transferred 
to  Company  I),  11th  O.  V.  I.,  but  was  again 
doomed  to  disappointment,  as  in  the  following 
July  he  was  attacked  with  measles,  and  was 
discharged  for  disability.  His  anxiety  to  serve 
his  country  did  not  cease,  however,  and  although 
chagrined  at  the  fact  that  his  health  did  not  al- 
low him  to  actively  participate  in  the  conflict,  he 
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became  captain  of  the  home  militia  company,  and! 
assisted  in  recruiting  men  for  the  Union  army. 
He  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  “Wide 
Awakes,”  which  organization  took  such  an  active: 
part  in  the  political  campaign  of  1S60,  when 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  first  elected  President. 

Mr.  Judson  was  married  February  2S,  1S65. 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  who.  was  born  in 
Plain  township,  August  13,  1841,  and  of  this 
union  six  children  have  been  born:  Florence, 

born  May  20,  1866,  was  married  July  3,  iSSS.  to 
William  Mintel,  and  has  one  child,  Beatrice; 
Charles  H.,  born  February  9,  1868,  married 
Mertie  Abbott,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
(he  is  employed  in  the  oil  field);  Frederick  S., 
born  February  2,  1870,  died  a few  days  later; 
William  C.,  born  September  26,  1874,  is  at 
home,  and  is  employed  in  the  oil  field:  Albert 
O.,  born  October  24,  1876,  is  employed  in  the 
Toledo  Bicycle  Works;  his  twin  brother  died  in 
infancy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Judson  settled  in  Plain 
! township,  but  a year  later  removed  to  Libert} 
j township,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a car- 
; penter  for  some  time;  but  his  health  failing,  he 
decided  to  take  up  farming  as  a more  healthful 
I occupation.  He  now  owns  a good  farm  of  fifty- 
five  acres  in  Liberty  township,  on  which  are  five 
productive  oil  wells.  Since  1894  he  has  resided 
in  Bowling  Green.  In  politics  Mr.  Judson  is  a 
Republican,  and  his  advice  is  often  asked  in  pub- 
lic matters.  He  is  recognized  as  a man  of  broad 
and  liberal  views,  and  of  extensive  reading  and 
general  information.  He  is  highly  esteemed  as  a 
loyal  citizen  and  a good  neighbor. 

Otis  Bevekstock,  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
rising  young  men  of  Wood  county',  is  a native  of 
the  same,  having  been  born  in  i860  at  Tontog- 
any,  in  Washington  township.  Pie  is  a son  of 
Edward  Beverstock,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pioneers  of  Wood  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  village, 
attending  the  common  and  business  schools  there, 
also  taking  one  term  at  a business  college  in  To- 
ledo, Ohio.  Until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old 
he  worked  on  a farm,  and  then  accepted  a posi- 
tion with  the  firm  of  Royce  «S:  Coon,  grain  mer- 
chants, Bowling  Green,  in  whose  employ  he  still 
remains,  in  the  capacity  of  general  manager. 

In  1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr  Bev- 
erstock was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie 
S.  Fuller,  who  was  born  at  Grand  Rapids.  Mich., 
and  six  children  have  been  born  to  them,  named 
respectively:  Bertha,  Beryl,  Howard.  Burt,  Ruth, 
and  Donald.  Politically  our  subject  is  a stanc 
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Republican;  socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
F.  & A.  M.,  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  of 
the  Chapter. 

Frederic  Von  Kan  el,  who  for  some  six- 
teen years  previous  to  his  death,  was  a resident 
of  Bowling  Green,  and  one  of  its  leading  business 
men,  was  born  in  Asche,  Canton  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, September  3,  1 S48.  His  parents,  David  j 
and  Susanna  (Bubler)  Von  Kanel,  were  natives  i 
of  that  country  and  both  died  there,  the  former 
passing  away  at  Asche,  Canton  Berne,  in  1859,  i 
the  latter  at  Chaux-de-Fonds,  Canton  Neu-  i 
chatel,  in  1873. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  as  follows:  David 

lives  in  Massillon,  Ohio;  Susanna  died  in  the  j 
city  of  Berne,  Switzerland;  John  lives  in  Akron,  : 
Ohio;  Christian  died  in  March,  1896,  at  Chaux- 
de-Fonds,  Canton  Neuchatel,  Switzerland;  Eliza- 
beth married  Jacob  Russer,  and  died  in  Chaux-dc-  j 
Fonds,  in  1874;  Frederic  was  the  youngest  child. 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  Asche, 
Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  until  after  his  fa- 
ther’s death,  when  his  mother  and  her  children  ; 
moved  to  Chaux-de-Fonds,  Canton  Neuchatel, 
where  Mr.  Von  Kanel  finished  his  education,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a watchmaker  and  .jeweler, 
a business  which  is  very  general  in  Switzerland, 
and  in  which  that  people  excel.  He  worked  at 
his  trade  for  five  years,  in  the  meantime  spend- 
ing a short  period  in  the  military  school,  and  on 
November  24,  1871,  he  was  married  at  Chaux- 
de-Fonds  to  Miss  Elise  Marie  Maurer.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  resided  for  a 
time  in  that  town,  and  in  1873  came  to  America, 
landing  on  its  shores  the  28th  of  March.  They 
first  located  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
mained for  three  and  a half  years,  Mr.  Von- 
Kanel  during  that  time  being  watch  repairer  in 
the  jewelry  store  of  E.  Chatlaine.  They  re- 
moved to  Tiffin,  where  he  was  in  business  some 
five  months,  and  in  1S77  they  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Von  Kanel  began  his  operations  in  the 
latter  city  in  a small  way,  but  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  business,  combined  with  his 
straightforward  dealing  and  pleasant  manners, 
soon  brought  him  a large  trade,  and  he  gradually 
increased  his  stock  and  equipments  until  he  be- 
came the  leading  jeweler  and  silversmith  in  the 
county,  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  wares  in  that  line. 
He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  gave  liber- 
ally to  an\’  enterprise  calculated  to  forward  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  his  community,  and  was 
always  ready  to  uphold  the  institutions  of  his 


adopted  country.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  F.  & A.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
K.  of  P.  and  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mr.  Von  Kanel  was  not  a man  of  robust  phy- 
sique, although  he  was  not  in  poor  health  all  the 
time; yet  he  was  a very  active  man,  and  his  death, 
which  took  place  June  5,  1893,  found  his  family 
totally  unprepared  for  the  sad  event.  The  loss 
fell  heavily  on  them,  and  also  on  the  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  fully  appreciated 
his  sterling  worth.  By  that  time  his  business 
had  assumed  large  proportions,  and  was  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and,  although  having  no 
experience  in  such  matters,  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter,- Elise  Marianne,  bravely  determined  to  under- 
take the  management  of  affairs  themselves. 
Their  success  has  been  almost  phenomenal. 
They  have  carried  on  the  store  in  an  admirable 
manner,  have  largely  increased  the  stock,  keep- 
ing up  with  the  latest  styles  and  fancies  of  the 
day,  and  have  not  only  extended  their  trade  in 
every  direction,  but  have  won  the  admiration  and 
commendation  of  the  business  men  throughout 
the  county.  They  also  stand  high  in  social  cir- 
cles, and  are  a living  illustration  of  what  women 
with  brains,  force  of  character,  and  a determined 
purpose  can  accomplish  in  any  line  to  which 
they  devote  their  energies. 

The  family  circle  consisted  of  six  children, 
the  eldest,  Ldysses  F.,  having  died  when  nine 
months  old.  Elise  Marianne,  mentioned  above,  is 
a young  lady  of  superior  attainments,  unusual 
business  ability,  and,  while  she  is  the  main  fac- 
tor in  the  management  of  the  large  jewelry  store 
left  by  her  father,  she  is  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  admired  of  the  society 
girls  in  Bowling  Green.  Adele  Anna  is  a grad- 
uate of  Bowling  Green  High  School,  and  is  at 
home.  Carrie  Mary  is  also  a graduate  of  the 
Bowling  Green  High  School.  The  remaining 
children  are  Bertha  Susanna  and  Estelle  Flor- 
ence. 

Mrs.  Von  Kanel,  who  proved  herself  a worthy 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  is  a woman  of 
much  ability,  was  born  December  3.  1S4S.  at 
Chaux-de-Fonds,  Switzerland,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  Her  parents  were  Jacob 
fa  farmer)  and  Marianne  (Stauffer)  Maurer,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  town  of  Kenan 
in  1821,  and  died  in  his  native  country,  October 
19,  1876.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  Renan,  the 
date  of  her  birth  being  January  it,  1827.  and 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  cam-  t • Amer- 
ica in  1878,  taking  up  her  residence  in  Bowling 
Green  where  she  died  September  26,  1888.  This 
worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 


■ 

• . 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


0-1:1 


dren,  namely:  EliseM.,  widow  of  Frederic  Von- 
Kanel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; August,  living  in 
Bowling  Green;  Louis  F..  living  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Ulysses,  who  died  in  Switzerland; 
Marie,  who  also  died  in  Switzerland;  Adolph, 
residing  in  Bowling  Green;  Alfred,  a farmer  in 
Wood  county;  Anna,  the  wife  of  W.  Parker,  of 
Toledo;  Rose,  wife  of  Alexander  Kiever,  of 
Bowling  Green;  Melani,  who  married  W. 
Schafer,  of  Bowling  Green;  and  Leon  and  Char- 
lotte, who  both  died  in  Switzerland. 

Alexander  R.  Bruce,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  one  of  the  progressive  farmers 
of  Middleton  township,  is  numbered  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Perrysburg,  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1836.  His  father,  Seth  Bruce,  was  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  and,  leaving  the  Bay  State,  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  when  a young  man.  This  was  in 
1834.  He  settled  in  Wood  county,  where  he 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  also  engaged 
in  farming  in  Perrysburg  township,  becoming 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  which  he  transformed 
into  a rich  tract.  He  was  married  in  the  State 
of  his  nativity  to  Mary  Tower,  and  six  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely;  Deborah,  Jessie  S., 
AnnaE.,  Roman  M.,  Alexander  and  Joseph. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  a house  built 
of  logs  at  Perrysburg,  and  in  this  primitive  man- 
ner acquired  his  early  education,  but  experience 
and  observation  have  made  him  a well-informed 
man.  In  his  younger  years  he  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  and  also  engaged  in  fishing  on  the 
lakes  for  five  years.  When  the  existence  of  the 
Union  was  threatened  by  the  attempted  secession 
on  the  part  of  the  South,  he  enlisted  in  the  three- 
months’  service  in  1861,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  2 1st  O.  V.  I..  under  Capt.  Cook,  of 
Perrysburg,  and  Col.  Norton.  When  his  first 
term  had  expired  he  joined  Company  C,  128th 
O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Norris  and  Col.  Hoffman.  He  partici- 
pated in  all  the  engagements  with  his  com- 
pany, and  a third  time  enlisted,  joining  Company 
F,  of  the  144th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Cook. 
After  that  he  served  on  guard  duty.  His  army 
record  was  an  honorable  one,  and  throughout  the 
war  he  remained  at  the  front,  faithfully  defend- 
ing the  Union  cause.  His  health,  which  then  be- 
came impaired,  he  has  never  regained,  and  he  still 
suffers  quite  severely  from  the  effects  of  his  army 
service. 

Mr.  Bruce,  on  returning  to  Perrysburg  town- 
ship, rented  a farm  which  he  operated  until 
1880,  when  he  came  to  Middleton  township  and 


purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  Hull  Prairie. 
On  account  of  his  ill  health  his  son  operates  the 
; place.  He  was  married  in  1865  in  Perrysburg 
township  to  Harriet  Carter,  daughter  of  Edward 
Carter,  of  that  township,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  five  children — Emily  S.,  wife  of  Alva  Hum, 

; of  Perrysburg  township;  Marshall,  who  operates 
I the  farm;  Esther,  at  home;  and  two  who  died  in 
infancy. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Bruce  is  a stal- 
wart Republican.  He  adheres  to  the  faith  of 
the  Universalist  Church,  and  has  lived  an  up- 
right, honorable  life,  characterized  by  the  same 
fidelity  to  duty  that  marked  his  course  on  South- 
ern battle  fields. 

B.  W.  Purdy,  a stock  dealer  and  farmer  of 
Wood  county,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Richland 
Co.,  Ohio,  March  13,  1833.  He  is  the  son  of 
Archibald  and  Margaret  Purdy,  the  former  cf 
whom  was  born  in  York  county,  Penn.,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Ontario  county,  N.  Y. , and  there 
; engaged  in  the  milling  business  for  several  years, 
at  the  time  Buffalo  was  burned,  during  the  war 
of  1812.  Two  of  his  brothers  were  soldiers  in 
that  war.  They  moved  to  Mansfield,  Richland 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  1S23.  They  raised  a family  of  ten 
children;  Charles,  James,  John,  Cunningham 
H.,  Boyd  W. , Sarah  J..  Mary  C.,  Almira,  An- 
drew and  William.  Three  of  them  died  in  boy- 
hood; James  and  Cunningham  raised  families. 
James  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  and  Cunning- 
ham at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Their  father  died. 
October  7,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  and 
their  mother  five  years  later,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine. 

Mr.  Purdy  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion in  Richland  county,  and  attended  Oberlin 
College  in  1856.  When  the  news  was  received 
that  Salmon  P.  Chase  was  elected  governor  of 
Ohio,  he  joined  with  the  students  in  a bonfire 
jollification.  Prof.  Peck  made  a speech  to  the 
boys.  The  following  Sunday  Prof.  Finney  repri- 
manded them,  and  the  students  were  defended 
by  Prof.  Peck.  In  1857  Mr.  Purdy  went  to 
Minnesota,  and  pre-empted  too  acres  of  land  on 
the  Upper  Mississippi;  returned  to  Richland 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years; 
sold  the  farm  and  went  into  the  stock  trade,  buy- 
ing and  shipping  to  Buffalo,  Albany  and  New 
York,  making  Buffalo  his  headquarters  lor 
ten  years.  He  bought  stock  in  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  shipping  east,  and  selling  on  the 
markets  of  Buffalo,  Albany  and  New  York.  IE 
came  to  W ood  county  in  t he  spring  of  1870.  and 
located  in  Center  township.  He  leased  one 
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thousand  acres  of  land  which  he  operated  for 
four  years,  feeding  stock  and  shipping  East.  He 
afterward  purchased  twenty-four  acres  of  land 
where  he  now  lives. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Lockport,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1869,  to  Catharine  Mason,  a daughter  of 
Charles  Mason,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  They  have 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
those  living  are  Andrew  W.,  Chas.  H.  and 
Frank  A.,  all  graduates  of  the  High  School  of 


A.,  now  attending  school.  In  politics  Mr.  Purdy 
is  Republican.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  genial 
and  affable  by  nature,  and  his  name  is  a house- 
hold word  throughout  the  county. 

Matthias  Schondelmyer  is  one  of  the  well 
known  and  prominent  citizens  of  Wood  county. 
He  h as  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  discharged  his 
duties  with  a promptness  and  fidelity  that  have 
won  him  high  regard.  He  was  born  in  Cologne, 
Prussia,  December  30,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Barbara  (Yakley)  Schondelmyer,  the  former 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1 S09,  the  latter  in 
1803.  The  father  followed  clock  repairing  in 
early  life,  and  aftenvard  carried  on  farming.  In 
the  summer  of  1840  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York,  and  at  once  went 
to  Lake  county,  Ohio,  where  he  operated  a small 
farm  for  six  years.  He  then  located  on  a farm 
near  Findlay,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1889.  His  first  wife  died  in  1S63,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Margaret  Sice,  who  is  still  living. 
The  family  of  John  and  Barbara  Schondelmyer 
numbered  the  following  named:  Fred,  Matthias, 
and  four  daughters  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Paulina,  wife 
of  Ernest  Irwin,  of  Hancock  county;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Frank  Miller,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Annie, 
Mrs.  Christina  Peiffer,  of  Hancock  county;  Mary, 
wife  of  George  Nelson,  of  Findlay;  Nancy;  John, 
of  Findlay;  Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  and  Louis,  of  Hancock  county. 

Our  subject  was  only  six  months  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  near  Findlay,  and  worked 
as  a farm  hand  in  that  neighborhood  until  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  the  West, 
and  for  nine  years  was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  near  Helena,  Mont.  He  then  returned 
home,  and  March  19,  1874,  was  married  in  Find- 
lay, to  Miss  Salina  Scott,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  December  22,  1842,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  B.  and  Eliza  (Moorhead)  Scott.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Penn  , March 


7,  1814.  His  parents  came  to  this  country  from 
Scotland  after  their  marriage.  When  a young 
man  he  learned  the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  and 
later  became  a veterinary  surgeon.  He  was 
married  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Moor- 
head, who,  when  five  years  of  age,  went  with 
her  parents  to  Findlay,  Ohio.  Mr.  Scott  died 
there  in  1893,  and  his  wife  in  1889.  John  M., 
their  eldest  child,  married  Rachel  Davis  in  1861, 
three  days  later  went  to  the  front  as  one  of 
Mitchell’s  raiders,  was  made  a prisoner  by  the 
Rebels  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  executed  by  them 
June  iS,  1862.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  National  Cemetery  at  .Chattanooga,  and  a 
handsome  monument  has  been  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  seven  heroes  who  at  that  time 
gave  their  lives  for  their  country.  The  other 
members  of  the  family  are  Margaret  J.,  wife  of 
Jacob  Powell,  of  Findlay;  James,  who  married 
Annie  Pierce,  and  is  living  in  Findlay;  Mrs. 
Schondelmyer;  Robert,  who  married  Ella  Kissel, 
and  lives  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Mary,  wife  of 
George  Arnold,  of  Findlay;  Martha,  wife  of  John 
Exline;  Albert,  who  married  Jennie  Hill,  and 
lives  in  Findlay;  and  Amanda,  wife  of  Charles 
Ebling,  of  Findlay. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schondelmyer  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a 100-acre  farm  five  miles  east  of 
Findlay,  but  in  1884  he  sold  that  property,  and 
now  owns  154  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Liberty 
township,  on  which  he  erected  a fine  residence  in 
1S91.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  in- 
dicates his  careful  supervision,  while  its  buildings 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schondelmyer  have  been  born 
six  children — Mary  Isabella,  born  April  24,  1875, 
died  August  19,  1875;  Amanda  Barbara,  born 
August  26,  1876;  Margaret  Emeline,  born  Feb- 
ruary 18.  1878;  George  Albert,  born  September 
22,  1S79;  Fred  Scott,  born  February  6.  1881; 
and  Fannie  May,  born  March  14,  1S84.  Amanda 
and  Margaret  have  both  had  educational  training 
at  Findlay  (Ohio)  College.  In  April,  1S91,  our 
subject  was  elected  treasurer  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served  con- 
tinuously. He  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith; 
but,  though  the  township  is  strongly  Republican, 
he  was  elected  by  a flattering  majority,  and  in 
1893  without  opposition.  Mr.  Schondelmyer 
and  children  are  all  members  of  the  Disciples 
Church  at  Rudolph,  while  Mrs.  Schondelmyer 
holds  membership  with  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Findlay,  Ohio.  The  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of 
Bethel  Church,  Rudolph,  of  which  organization 
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Miss  Amanda  is  president,  and  her  younger  sis- 
ter, Margaret,  is  organist. 

On  March  29,  1890,  oil  was  discovered  on 
Mr.  Schondeltnyer's  farm,  and  eleven  wells  have 
been  drilled,  from  which  he  receives  an  income 
of  about  $1,000  per  annum.  Much  of  the  farm 
is  not  yet  utilized,  twelve  or  fourteen  locations 
being  still  undeveloped.  The  farm  comprises 
154  acres,  fertile  throughout. 

John  Mervin,  one  of  the  earl)’  settlers  at  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Risingsun,  is  a highly 
respected  resident  of  that  place.  Like  many  of 
the  prosperous  and  influential  men  of  the  day,  he 
has  made  his  way  to  success  through  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, and  his  well-won  competence  reflects 
credit  upon  him. 

He  is  of  English  birth,  having  entered  upon 
his  mortal  career  in  Leicestershire,  January  11, 
1824.  His  father,  Thomas  Mervin,  was  a butcher 
by  trade.  Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a farm, 
near  a small  village,  enjoying  only  the  limited 
advantages  of  the  common  schools.  He  showed 
ability  in  the  management  and  care  of  horses,  and 
at  an  early  age  found  employment  in  that  work; 
but  the  opportunities  for  advancement  seemed  to 
him  very  discouraging,  and  he  determined  to  come 
to  America.  Leaving  his  young  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Elizabeth  Riley,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool, 
in  April,  1849,  in  the  ship  “Joseph  Badger,”  and 
after  a voyage  of  four  weeks  landed  in  New  York. 
The  trip  to  Albany  was  made  by  river,  from  Al- 
bany to  Buffalo  by  rail,  and  from  Buffalo  he  came 
by  lake  to  Sandusky,  where  he  took  the  Mad 
River  railroad,  then  the  only  one  in  this  region. 
His  destination  was  Avon  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty, but  by  mistake  he  went  to  New  Haven,  Huron 
county.  On  learning  his  error  he  started  on  foot 
for  Lorain  county,  but  while  cn  route  he  was  taken 
very  ill  in  Greenfield  township,  Huron  county, 
and  was  cared  for  by  some  friendly  English  peo- 
ple. On  his  recovery  he  had  but  fifty  cents  left 
of  the  sum  which  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings 
for  his  journey,  and  a new  start  in  life.  This 
money  was  spent  for  wine  to  stimulate  his  im- 
paired energies,  and,  instead  of  going  on,  he  de- 
cided to  remain  there  and  rent  a farm. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  his  wife  rejoined  him. 
She  had  a difficult  voyage,  spending  four  months 
on  the  way,  and  being  shipwrecked  three  times. 
They  lived  there  for  several  years,  renting  differ- 
ent farms  in  the  locality,  but  in  the  fall  of  [863 
they  came  to  Wood  county,  driving  through  in  a 
wagon.  Mr.  Mervin  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  36,  Montgomery  township,  where  the 
village  of  Risingsun  now  stands.  At  that  time 


; the  land  was  partially  improved  in  the  dry  portion, 
i and  a plank  house  stood  near  his  present  home. 
The  swampy  part  of  the  farm  had  to  be  cleared, 
however,  and  there  was  no  small  amount  of  hard 
work  to  be  done  in  the  first  years  of  his  stay;  but 
the  rapid  development  of  the  locality  brought 
prosperity.  He  still  owns  seventy  acres  of  land 
in  the  vicinity,  and  also  has  ten  acres  in  Jackson 
; township,  Seneca  county.  In  1877  he  built  a fine 
I residence  in  Risingsun,  which  he  has  since  occu- 
1 pied.  Mrs.  Mervin's  death,  December  9,  1888, 
brought  deep  sorrow  to  this  pleasant  home.  Her 
; remains  are  interred  in  Trinity  cemetery,  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  count)'.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah,  Mrs.  George 
Young,  of  Seneca  county;  Mary,  Mrs.  Adam  Gra- 
ber,  of  Risingsun;  George,  a farmer  in  Perrv 
township;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Prank  Blonde,  of  Pern- 
township;  Eliza  and  Lucy,  who  are  at  home; 
Frances,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Bates,  of  Risingsun; 
Anna,  Mrs.  Courtland  Essex,  of  the  same  town, 
and  Hattie,  Mrs.  Russell  Hoover,  of  Montgomery 
township. 

Mr.  Mervin’s  parents  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1 S 5 5 or  ‘56,  and  located  in  Greenwich 
township,  Huron  county,  where  his  father  died 
i at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His  mother 
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afterward  made  her  home  in  Wood  county  with 
her  children,  but  died  in  Richland  county  at 
ninety  years  of  age.  Mr.  Mervin  is  the  eldest  of 
six  children,  all  living,  Thomas  resides  in  Rising- 
sun; George,  in  Longley;  Elizabeth  is  the  widow 
of  Tames  Brinson,  of  Huron  county;  Hannah 
married  John  Thompson,  of  Richland  county, 
i and  Emma  married  first  the  late  John  Jenney, 
and  second  John  Winder,  of  New  Orleans,  Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.  Mervin  possessed  in  youth  a powerful 
physique,  and  is  still  well-preserved,  his  strictly 
temperate  habits  being  in  his  favor.  Fond  of 
reading,  he  has  intelligent  views  on  the  questions 
of  the  time,  and  his  interest  in  the  education  of 
the  rising  generation  has  led  to  several  years  of 
able  service  as  school  director.  In  principle  he 
is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  bound  by  partisan  ties 
in  the  choice  of  suitable  men  for  local  offices. 
He  is  a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

John  Marron  receives  that  respect  which 
fidelity  to  duty  and  an  industrious  life  always 
commands.  He  is  now  serving  as  postm  aster  of 
Hull  Prairie,  and  is  successfull)  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  A native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  he  was 
born  in  County  Monaghan,  June  29,  1S35,  and  is 
a son  of  Patrick  and  Julia  (Bird)  Marron.  The 
father  died  in  1849,  the  mother  in  1S80.  He 
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was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  after  his  death  ; 
the  mother  brought  her  little  family  to  America  i 
in  1850,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Toledo.  Her  i 
children  were  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Davis,  of  Iowa;  John,  of  this  sketch;  Michael,  a 
shipbuilder  of  Toledo,  and  Annie  who  died  in 
childhood. 

Mr.  Marron,  of  this  review,  attended  school 
in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  came 
to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Sandusky, 
Erie  Co.,  Ohio.  For  four  years  he  was  employed 
as  a farm  hand  in  that  county,  after  which  he 
learned  the  blacksmithing  trade,  which  he  has 
since  followed.  He  pursued  that  business  for  a 
time  in  Lorain  county,  also  in  Toledo,  and  in 
1868,  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  on  Hull 
Prairie,  where  he  has  since  remained,  building  up 
a very  successful  business.  He  is  an  excellent 
workman  in  his  line,  and  his  well-directed  efforts 
and  honorable  dealings  have  secured  him  a 
liberal  patronage.  He  also  owns  a farm  of  sixty 
acres  near  by,  on  which  his  son-in-law  lives.  In 
1886  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Cleveland,  but  would  not  accept  the  office.  In 
1893  he  was  again  tendered  the  position,  which 
he  is  now  filling  to  the  general  satisfaction  of 
the  public. 

Mr.  Marron  was  married  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  in  1S64,  to  Miss  Horan,  a native  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children — 
George;  John;  Carrie,  wife  of  E.  B.  Twining; 
Julia,  and  Sophia,  at  home;  and  Mary,  who  died 
in  childhood. 

Mr.  Marron  was  school  director  for  two 
terms,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  town- 
ship board  of  trustees.  His  political  support 
is  given  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Catholic.  His  industry  and 
enterprise,  and  the  resolute  purpose  that  has  en- 
abled nim  to  work  his  way  steadily  upward,  well 
entitle  him  to  the  honorable  distinction  of  being 
known  as  a self-made  man. 

George  Green,  deceased.  As  a representa- 
tive of  the  intelligent  and  hardy  pioneers  who 
opened  up  Plain  township  for  settlement,  and 
have  since  taken  a conspicuous  part  in  develop- 
ing it,  we  are  pleased  to  place  in  this  volume  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  review. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  at  Wigan,  near  London, 
England,  March  28,  1846,  and  when  quite  voung 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  William  and 
Sarah  (Brown)  Green,  both  natives  of  the  same 
isle.  On  emigrating  to  this  country  in  1846,  the 
father  came  direct  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Cleveland, 


where  he  remained  four  months  working  at  his 
trade  of  a butcher,  after  which  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
land  in  Plain  township.  Indians  still  lived  in  the 
neighborhood,  wolves  and  deer  were  to  be  seen, 
and  wild  game  of  all  kinds  furnished  many  a 
meal  for  the  family.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Plain  township,  and  their  first  home 
was  a rude  log  hut.  The  father  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade,  and  as  his  sons  grew  up  they 
helped  him  in  the  management  and  care  of  the 
farm.  He  and  our  subject  also  constructed  some 
of  the  roads  and  ditches  of  the  township.  There 
were  seven  children  in  the  family,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity,  namely;  Mary,  de- 
ceased wife  of  John  Moore;  Ellen,  a resident  of 
Weston;  Richard,  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  Amos 
Dewese;  Isaac,  deceased;  Jane,  wife  of  Thomas 
Woodesly,  of  Canada;  and  George.  The  par- 
ents have  both  departed  this  life,  the  father  dying 
in  1851,  and  the  mother  in  1846. 

As  our  subject  was  reared  in  a pioneer  settle- 
ment, he  received  his  education  in  the  primitive 
school  house,  characteristic  of  the  times  and 
place.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough,  he  was 
obliged  to  share  in  the  labors  of  developing  the 
farm  from  the  wilderness.  This  early  training  in 
agricultural  labors  doubtless  made  the  young  lad 
sturdy,  self-reliant,  and  capable  beyond  his  years, 
and  prepared  him  for  a life  of  independence.  By 
dint  of  hard  labor,  perseverance  and  wise  man- 
agement, he  had  at  the  time  of  his  death  a farm 
which,  in  its  neat  appearance,  with  its  ample 
farm  buildings,  unsurpassed  productiveness,  and 
all  the  other  essentials  of  a good  farm,  compares 
favorably  with  others  in  the  neighborhood.  Thus 
his  thrift,  frugality  and  industry  was  rewarded  by 
a substantial  home,  and  an  assured  income  which 
gave  him  the  means  of  procuring  all  the  com- 
forts of  life  for  himself  and  family.  His  wife, 
who  was  to  him  an  excellent  counselor  and  help- 
meet, shared  with  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  community. 

On  April  10,  1872,  Mr.  Green  had  married 
Miss  Harriet  Challen,  who  was  born  November 
19,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  Challen. 
They  had  seven  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows;  William  W.,  January 
9 , 1873;  Jessie,  July  29,  1S75;  Alva,  June  29. 
1877;  Maude,  May  2,  1879;  Stanley,  February  9, 
1881;  Herman,  December  23,  1883;  and  Floyd. 
March  19,  1SS7.  The  oldest  daughter,  Jessie,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Horton  Conklin,  and  the  oldest 
sons  are  now  looking  after  the  cultivation  of  tin- 
old  homestead.  The  father  passed  aw  ay  on  the 
26th  of  July,  1 894,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  h:m. 
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C.  W.  Lenhart,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  September  6,  1S46.  He  is  the 
only  child  of  his  parents,  George  S.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Legron)  Lenhart.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
in  attendance  at  the  public  schools,  and  in  the 
graded  schools  at  Lostoria  and  Findlay.  After 
one  year  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  sev- 
eral years  spent  in  teaching  in  the  country 
schools,  he  entered  into  the  mercantile  business 
at  West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  in  1867,  which 
he  carried  on  until  1880,  when  he  sold  out  and 
took  charge  of  a flour-mill  which  he  had  assisted 
in  building.  He  operated  the  mill  until  1886, 
when  he  removed  to  Bowling  Green  and  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  which  office 
he  held  for  four  years.  In  1S91  our  subject  en- 
tered into  the  abstract  and  loan  business,  in  which 
he  is  still  engaged;  he  now  takes  the  general 
management  of  the  Wood  County  Abstract  and 
Loan  Co.,  his  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county  making  him  peculiarly  fitted  for  this 
work.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  active 
in  all  enterprises  having  for  their  object  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community.  He  is  an  enterprising, 
energetic  man,  of  excellent  judgment  and  good 
business  ability,  and  has  been  successful  finan- 
cially. 

Mr.  Lenhart  was  united  in  marriage  May  6, 
1869,  with  Miss  Harriet  X.  Diver,  who  was  born 
in  Montgomery  township,  February  10,  1S51. 
Mrs.  Lenhart  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  county,  and  is  a woman  of  much  culture 
and  refinement.  She  is  a member  of  the  Disci- 
ples Church,  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
Church  work,  and  is  also  a prominent  worker  in 
the  W.  R.  C.,  of  Bowling  Green.  They  have 
but  one  child  living,  Edna  M. , an  intelligent 
young  lady,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Caverly, 
who,  together  with  her  husband,  is  at  home  with 
her  parents.  The  eldest  daughter,  Bertha  A., 
died  when  seventeen  years  old. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  married.  He 
removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1845,  set- 
tling in  Mahoning  county,  soon  removing  to 
Hancock  county;  where  he  lived  until  1854,  then 
coming  to  Wood  county  and  purchasing  a farm 
in  Montgomery  township.  In  the  early  part  of 
his  life  he  was  a contractor  and  builder,  but  fol- 
lowed farming  during  his  later  years.  He  was 
born  in  1S20  and  died  in  1879.  His  wife  was 
born  in  1823,  and  is  still  living  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health  as  Longley,  this  county. 

Jacob  Lenhart,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania 


some  time  in  the  ’40s  and  settled  on  a farm  west 
of  Findlay,  in  Hancock  count}’,  afterward  remov- 
ing to  a place  near  Pendleton,  Putnam  countv, 
where  he  died,  in  1864,  when  about  seventy-five 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Lenhart’s  maternal  grani- 
i father,  John  Legron,  also  removed  from  Penn- 
sylvania about  the  same  time  as  the  other  branch 
of  the  family,  settling  west  of  Findlay,  from  there 
removing  about  1856  to  Montgomery  township, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years 
Both  sides  of  the  family  are  of  Pennsylvania- 
I Dutch  descent. 

E.  Price  Clough,  who  is  now  living  retired, 
has  by  well-directed  efforts  in  his  business  career 
won  a competence  that  enables  him  to  lay  aside  bus- 
iness cares.  Fair  dealing  was  as  conspicuous  in 
his  commercial  life,  as  his  honor  in  all  the  othe^ 
walks  of  life.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pike. 
Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y , October  19,  1S24,  and  is  a 
; son  of  Bailey  and  Asenath  (Price)  Clough.  Ip. 

I early  life  the  father  was  an  operator  in  a woolen- 
mill,  but  after  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 
; in  Allegany  county,  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a 
millwright.  In  February,  1833,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  after  nine 
j years  took  up  his  residence  in  Portage  township. 

' Wood  county,  where  for  several  years  he  worked 
at  carpentering.  For  some  years  previous  to  his 
i death  in  1S50,  he  conducted  a general  store  in 
Portage.  He  was  prominent  intown  affairs,  and 
i served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  township  clerk  and 
postmaster.  He  had  been  previously  married 
1 before  he  wedded  Asenath  Price,  his  first  union 
; having  been  with  Sarah  Smith.  Mrs.  Clough 
was  the  widow  of  Daniel  Seiley  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  Two  children  were  born  to  the  parents 
; of  our  subject,  of  whom  Samuel  died  in  infancy. 

E.  Price  Clough  received  a common-school 
1 education  in  his  native  county,  and  when  eight- 
! een  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood 
j county.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpentering 
| and  wagon-making,  the  former  with  his  father. 

but  laid  aside  all  business  cares  on  August  2 1 . 
j 1 86 1,  when,  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  he  enlisted  as  a 
musician  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  Y.  I.  He  was 
first  in  battle  at  Ivy  Mountain,  and  afterward  p ir- 
j ticipated  in  the  engagements  at  Bridgeport.  Aim: 
Lavergne,  Tenn. ; Nashville,  and  Stone  Rn  r 
At  the  last  named  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
and  conveyed  to  Libby  prison,  where  he  remmne  i 
for  twenty-two,  days  when  he  was  paroled  ai  i 
] sent  to  Annapolis,  Md..  remaining  at  the  !..tt  r 
place  for  seven  weeks.  In  July,  1 863,  he  reioim  1 
his  regiment,  and  participated  in  the  Tullah  " 1 
I campaign,  Dug  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ride;  . 
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Buzzards  Roost.  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Chattahoochee  River,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Savannah, 
Averysboro  and  Bentonville.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Columbus,  July  25,  1S65.  He  had  re- 
enlisted as  a veteran  at  Chattanooga,  and  was 
appointed  corporal  April  1,  1865.  He  followed 
the  old  flag  on  many  a Southern  battle  field,  ever 
true  to  the  Union,  and  his  war  record  is  one  of 
which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

Mr.  Clough  was  married  May  16,  1844,  in 
Portage,  Ohio,  to  Amelia  Crego,  who  was  born 
in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  May  4,  1824.  They 
had  two  children — Flora,  wife  of  Dr.  William  T. 
Thomas,  of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  and  George 
P.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  After  the 
war,  Mr.  Clough  worked  alternately  at  carpen- 
tering and  wagon-making  until  1876,  then  through 
the  succeeding  twelve  years  followed  carpentering 
•exclusively,  while  since  1 888  he  has  lived  retired. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  six  years 
served  as  clerk  of  Portage  corporation.  In  1891 
he  was  elected  mayor,  which  position  he  filled  for 
two  years. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Carman.  “ Peace  hath  her  victories 
no  less  than  war,”  and  the  men  who  braved  pri- 
vation, malaria,  and  countless  other  trials  and 
■dangers  in  the  early  days,  in  order  to  subdue  the 
wilderness  of  forest  and  swamp  which  covered 
this  section,  are  rightly  held  in  honor  for  their 
achievements.  Among  the  surviving  pioneers  of 
Wood  county,  Dr.  Carman,  of  Bradner,  stands 
foremost,  and  his  versatile  talents,  sound  judg- 
ment, determined  will,  and  seemingly  inexhausti- 
ble physical  vigor  are  the  wonder  of  all. 

Dr.  Carman  was  born  in  Queen  Anne  county, 
Md.,  April  10,  1808,  a son  of  Salisbury  and  Anna 
( Critchet ) Carman,  and  in  early  boyhood  was 
taken  to  Baltimore  by  his  parents.  His  father 
owned  a large  hat  factory  on  Main  street,  Balti- 
more, and  was  a prosperous  man  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  fluctuation 
in  prices  of  materials  caused  his  failure.  He 
served  in  that  war  as  a member  of  the  “ Balti- 
more Blues,  ” and  his  son  distinctly  remembers  his 
coming  home  to  get  his  sword  when  the  regiment 
was  called  out  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  Brit- 
ish forces  under  Gen.  Ross.  After  his  financial 
reverses  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  died 
in  1819  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  leaving 
a widow  and  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  eldest  and  is  now  the  only  survivor. 
Mary  died  in  childhood;  Lewis  died  in  Texas,  in 
1866;  and  James,  who  was  a noted  auctioneer 
at  New  Orleans,  La.,  died  in  that  city.  The 


mother  of  these  was  united  in  marriage  in  1851 
with  James  Chiviril,  but  to  their  union  no  chil- 
dren were  born.  She  died  at  Baltimore,  in  1SG6, 
at  the  age  of  seventy- five  years. 

Dr.  Carman  was  only  eleven  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and,  as  there  was  no  property  left, 
the  little  family  was  scattered.  He  had  been  at- 
tending the  common  schools  in  Philadelphia,  but 
this  sad  event  put  an  abrupt  end  to  his  schooling, 
and  he  was  placed  with  a farmer,  an  Englishman, 
who  abused  him  so  that  he  soon  went  back  to 
Philadelphia.  A drove  of  Western  noises  came 
to  the  city  about  that  time,  and  one  which  was 
supposed  to  have  glanders  was  given  to  him  to 
take  out  to  “Horse  Heaven,”  on  the  Schuylkill 
river,  to  die.  The  diagnosis  was  not  correct,  and 
under  the  boy’s  kindly  care  the  horse  recovered, 
and  its  sale  later  brought  him  $80.00,  which 
formed  the  foundation  of  his  future  fortune.  The 
fondness  for  horses,  which  this  incident  shows, 
has  always  been  a characteristic  trait,  and  to  this 
day  it  is  his  delight  to  drive  a spirited  team.  His 
unusual  business  ability  was  shown  at  an  early 
age  in  various  “ dickers,”  and  he  made  his  way 
better  than  many  so  circumstanced  would  have 
done. 

Returning  to  Baltimore,  he  learned  dentistry, 
and  for  a while  practiced  there,  then  in  Rich- 
mond, Ya.,  and  Augusta,  Ga. , and  also  traveled 
through  the  rural  districts  of  the  South  and  East 
in  a sulky.  He  was  an  expert  in  his  business, 
and  as  prices  were  good  he  prospered.  In  1834 
he  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  followed  his 
profession,  traveling  through  the  South  in  the 
winter  season,  and  in  1836  he  went  to  Fort 
Seneca,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  of  the  lands  of 
Wood  county.  Being  desirous  of  investing  in 
real  estate,  he  soon  made  a purchase  of  eighty 
acres  in  Section  8,  Montgomery  township,  from 
Harlow  Hill.  This  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion; but  he  made  his  home  there  in  a log  cabin 
in  pioneer  style,  and  as  time  passed  he  increased 
his  holdings  until  he  owned  440  acres,  later  en- 
tering 1,000  acres.  He  became  a successful 
worker  in  different  lines,  practiced  medicine, 
conducted  a mercantile  business,  and  carried  on 
farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  his  shrewd  finan- 
ciering enabling  him  to  accumulate  money  rap- 
idly. Later  he  removed  to  Prairie  Depot,  where 
he  carried  on  a store,  practiced  medicine,  and 
for  some  time  was  in  a similar  business  in  Perrys- 
burg,  but  in  August,  18S9,  he  moved  to  Bradner. 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  seven 
houses  in  th'at  town,  also  two  in  Prairie  Depot, 
and  about  500  acres  of  land,  besides;  he  has 
done  much  toward  the  improvement  of  Bradner, 
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having  built  many  houses  and  platted  an  addition 
to  the  town.  In  the  early  days  he  was  criticised 
for  his  extensive  purchases  of  land,  by  many  who 
have  lived  to  see  the  wisdom  of  his  dealings. 

In  1S28  he  was  married,  in  Baltimore,  to  Miss  j 
Ellen  Young,  a native  of  the  “Blue  Hills,”  ten 
miles  from  the  city.  She  died  in  Baltimore  in 
1834,  not  long  after  their  marriage,  leaving  no 
children,  and  he  subsequently  married,  in  Balti- 
more, in  1835,  Miss  Elizabeth  Howard,  a native 
of  Maryland,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
Two  died  in  childhood;  the  others — Howard  and 
Anna  (now  Mrs.  Wesley  Graham)  — reside  at 
Prairie  Depot.  This  wife  died  at  Prairie  Depot 
in  1843,  and  the  Doctor  afterward  married  Miss 
Nancy  A.  Myers,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  j 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Michael  Myers.  One 
child  was  born  of  this  union,  Mary  (now  Mrs. 
Jefferson  Adams),  of  North  Baltimore.  In  1853 
death  took  from  him  this  partner  in  life,  who  re- 
quested that  he  should  marry  her  sister,  Emily 
A.  Myers,  who  was  born  in  New  Rochester, 
Wood  county,  in  1838.  Twelve  children  were 
born  of  this  fourth  marriage,  viz. : Patience  died 

in  childhood;  Thomas,  Jr.,  lives  in  Bradner;'  Ida 
married  Harry  Wright,  of  Sterling,  111.  ; Kitty  M. 
married  Volney  Jones,  of  Jerry  City,  Ohio;  James 
and  William  H.  reside  in  Bradner;  Julia  married 
Edward  Keil,  of  Pemberville;  Belle  is  the  wife  of 
G.  F.  Coyle,  of  Bradner;  Daisy  married  W.  H. 
Stow,  of  Bradner;  Edna  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven;  Ross  died  in  infancy,  and  June  at  the 
age  of  seven  years.  The  Doctor  is  a Mason,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Dis- 
ciples Church.  Their  home  has  always  been 
noted  for  its  hospitality  and  good  cheer. 

Dr.  Carman  is  remarkably  well  preserved, 
having  never  used  liquor  or  tobacco  in  any  form, 
and  at  his  advanced  age,  now  (fall  of  1896)  over 
eighty-eight  years,  he  is  active  in  mind  and  body, 
giving  his  personal  attention  to  his  numerous 
properties  and  business  interests.  The  only 
marked  sign  of  his  years  is  his  weakened  eyesight; 
but  so  alert  is  he  mentally,  and  so  in  sympathy 
with  the  world’s  progress,  that  he  reads  the  news- 
papers daily,  although  it  requires  quite  an  effort 
to  do  so.  At  fifty  years  of  age  he  measured  forty- 
four  inches  around  the  chest  on  the  bare  flesh, 
and  was  unusually  powerful.  His  will  is  unbend- 
ing, a desire  to  do  or  have  anything  nearly  always 
meaning  that  that  desire  will  be  fulfilled,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  cost.  His  wonderful  memory  en- 
ables him  to  recall  the  events  of  his  early  life  as  J 
a*boy  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  with  great 
distinctness.  He  remembers  the  rejoicing  over 
Jackson's  victory  in  1814  (January  8),  and  in  I 


1824  he  witnessed  the  reception  of  Lafayette  at 
Baltimore,  and  saw  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroll- 
ton, and  Andrew  Jackson,  at  this  demonstration. 
He  made  trips  on  the  second  and  third  steam- 
boats built  in  the  United  States,  the  “Pennsyl- 
vania ’’  and  “ /Etna;”  was  present  at  the  laying  of 
the  first  stone  of  theB.  & O.  R.  R.  by  Andrew  jack- 
son,  at  Baltimore,  each  State  being  represented 
by  a delegation,  and  among  the  other  distin- 
guished visitors  present  on  that  occasion  were 
James.  Carroll  (one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence),  and  Lafayette  and  his 
son.  His  native  abilities  seem  to  have  been* 
equal  to  any  task.  Left  to  make  his  way  from 
'early  boyhood  practically  without  any  instruction, 
he  has  made  a notable  success  in  one  of  the  most 
exacting  of  the  learned  professions,  his  career  as 
a physician  covering  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century.  A born  leader,  his  force  of  character 
and  intellect  are  recognized  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact,  and  when  he  has  served  on 
juries  he  has  invariably  been  chosen  as  foreman. 
In  his  financial  affairs  his  ability  has  been  well 
displayed.  He  was  never  given  but  one  dollar  in 
his  life,  and  that  was  a Spanish  dollar,  bearing 
the  date  1808,  a gift  from  his  stepfather,  who  was 
a pilot  on  an  American  vessel  that  raised  a sunken 
Spanish  ship  containing  that  dollar  among  its 
store  of  treasures.  It  is  still  a cherished  posses- 
sion. He  has  lost  as  well  as  made  money  during 
his  business  life;  but  any  mistake  of  that  sort  has 
been  more  than  made  good.  In  whatever  busi- 
ness he  has  undertaken,  he  has  grasped  the  prin- 
ciples of  success  intuitively,  and  whether  as  a mer- 
chant or  a pioneer  farmer  hislack  of  previous  train- 
ingseems  to  have  been  no  real  obstacle  in  his  way. 
Amos  Spafford,  on  account  of  his  being  the  first 
white  settler  in  Wood  county,  was  made  a gift  of 
160  acres  of  land,  April  26,  1S16.  Later  in  the 
same  year  this  land  fell  into  Mr.  Carman’s  pos- 
session by  the  purchase  of  E.  D.  Peck's  land,  ad- 
joining old  Fort  Meigs,  the  sum  paid  being  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Politically  he  has  always  been  a Democrat, 
and  his  first  vote  was  cast  in  Baltimore  for  Andrew 
Jackson.  His  ambition  does  not  run  in  the  direc- 
tion of  politics,  and  he  has  declined  numerous  can- 
didacies, although,  with  the  favorable  acquaint- 
ance throughout  the  county  which  his  business 
life  has  brought  him,  he  would  have  received 
hearty  support  from  both  parties.  He  is  not  in- 
different to  local  politics,  however,  and  few  men 
in  this  section  have  wielded  the  influence  w hich 
he  can  exert  in  his  quiet  way.  in  opposing  m 
enemy  or  forwarding  the  interest  of  a friend,  lie 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  equalization  in  the 
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early  days,  and  suggested  the  classification  of 
lands.  At  one  time  he  was  nominated  for  treas- 
urer; but  owing  to  his  many  private  responsibili- 
ties, he  declined  the  honor,  giving,  however,  his 
influence  to  Edward  Graham,  who  was  elected. 
Dr.  Carman  and  Gov.  Foster  are  close  friends, 
and  the  Governor’s  father  and  he  were  associates 
and  intimate  friends.  In  his  younger  years  our 
subject  was  a great  hunter,  and  many  a deer,  wild 
turkey  and  other  game  fell  to  his  unerring  rifle. 

A remarkable  man,  truly,  and  a remarkable 
life!  It  is  a marvel  that  with  his  ceaseless  activ- 
ity Nature’s  machinery  has  not  been  worn  out 
long  ago,  but  happily  he  has  renewed  his  strength 
as  the  years  have  passed  over  his  head. 

John  W.  Anderson  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  the  Keystone  State,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Shippensburg.  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, December  io,  1S44.  His  father,  William 
Anderson,  was  born  in  1828.  When  a young 
man  he  sought  the  hand  of  Elizabeth  Bell  in 
marriage;  her  father,  Isaac  Bell,  who  was  a large 
slave-owner,  strongly  objected  to  the  marriage, 
but  when  the  young  couple  had  run  away  from 
home,  and  had  the  ceremony  performed,  he  finally 
forgave  them.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
splendid  specimen  of  physical  manhood.  More 
than  six  feet  tall,  he  was  excellently  well  propor- 
tioned, and  had  a handsome  countenance.  In  his 
youth,  he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but 
afterward  became  a traveling  salesman,  and  was 
part  owner  of  a new  invention  for  distilling 
whiskey.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  Shippens- 
burg, Penn.,  where  he  carried  on  shoemaking, 
but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  St.  Thomas, 
Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  death  occurred, 
from  cholera,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three.  In  the 
family  were  three  children,  John  W.  being  the 
eldest.  William  is  living  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  with 
his  mother,  who  was  married  a second  time,  be- 
coming the  wife  of  John  Burkens;  Elizabeth  was 
the  deceased  wife  of  William  Carlin. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  this  review,  spent  his  school 
days  in  Pikesville,  Md.,  where  the  mother  had 
removed  after  the  father’s  death.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  laid  aside  his  books  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  his  industry  and  capable 
management  have  been  the  leading  factors  in  his 
success.  His  first  independent  effort  was  at  farm 
work,  near  his  home.  After  two  years  he  began 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  serving  a three- 
years’  apprenticeship.  At  the  end  of  a year  his 
employer  was  drafted  into  the  service,  ami  Mr. 
Anderson  started  for  his  mother’s  home,  she  hav- 
ing in  the  meantime  removed  to  Hancock  county, 


Ohio.  Pie  procured  work  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  at  McCornb,  and,  at  the  end  of  six  months, 
went  to  Findlay,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
same  way.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  Eli 
Beach,  his  first  employer,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued until  the  Rebels  made  their  raid  into  that 
locality,  when  he  again  went  to  Findlay.  His 
next  place  of  abode  was  Portage,  Wood  county, 
where  he  followed  blacksmithing  in  the  employ 
of  A.  C.  Caswell. 

During  his  residence  in  Portage,  Mr.  Ander- 
son was  married,  on  March  1 1 , 1866,  to  Miss 
Josephine  Sargent,  who  was  born  January  1, 
1848^  and  is  a daughter  of  S.  L.  Sargent.  The 
young  couple  removed  to  Bowling  Green;  but 
after  a short  time  came  to  Liberty  township,  and 
Mr.  Anderson  bought  an  acre  of  ground  at  Roney 
Corners.  He  there  erected  a log  cabin  and  black- 
smith’s shop,  and  has  since  continued  business  at 
that  place.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander- 
son has  been  blessed  with  twelve  children,  name- 
ly: Arthur  William,  born  April  19,  1869:  Eliza- 
beth, born  January  1,  1871,  now  the  wife  of 
Elmer  Fellers;  Agnes  D. , born  September  1, 
1872,  wife  of  William  Smith,  of  Portage;  Mary 
Willimeta,  born  May  20,  1874,  wife  of  Louis  Al- 
len; Vennie  J.,  born  December  27,  1877;  Maggie 
May,  born  July  14,  18S0;  Dollie  Blanche,  born 
May  20,  1882;  Ethel  Grace,  born  March  23, 
1884;  John  Wesley,  born  December  13,  1SS7; 
Ollie  Washington,  born  February  22,  1891;  and 
two  who  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a Republican  in  politics; 
socially,  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Society, 
and,  religiously,  of  the  United  Brethern  Church. 
His  genuine  worth  and  thorough  reliability  have 
made  him  many  friends. 

Henry  David,  deceased,  was  a native  of  Plan- 
over,  Germany,  and,  when  a young  man  of  about 
twenty  years,  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World,  where  better  opportunities  are  af- 
forded for  securing  a home  and  competence. 
After  landing  on  the  shores  of  this  continent,  he 
came  to  northern  Ohio,  and  for  a time  worked 
in  Sandusky  and  Wood  counties.  Later  he  went 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  team- 
ing, and  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Fark,  a native  of  Sandusky  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Charlotty  Fark,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  the  Fatherland. 

Later,  Mr.  David  sent  the  money  to  pay  the 
passage  of  his  parents  and  sister  to  America.  For 
three  years  after  his  marriage  he  continued  to 
reside  in  Toledo,  and  then  rented  land  in  Free- 
dom township  and  elsewhere  in  Wood  county 
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until  1884,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  12,  Portage  township,  where  his  fam- 
ily still  make  their  home.  His  death  occurred 
suddenly  on  May  21,  1886,  he  leaving  a widow 
with  the  support  of  six  children,  the  oldest  only 
thirteen  years,  and  the  youngest  seven  months 
old.  They  are  all  with  their  mother,  and  are 
named  as  follows:  Henry,  John,  William,  Charles, 
Fred  and  George.  • The  farm  had  not  all  been 
cultivated,  and  a debt  still  rested  upon  it:  but 
Mrs.  David  was  brave  and  energetic,  and  went 
earnestly  to  work.  Her  family  of  small  children 
had  to  be  looked  after  and  provided  for,  but  she 
struggled  along,  often  performing  a man’s  work 
on  the  farm,  besides  her  household  tasks.  She 
has  displayed  business  ability  of  a high  order, 
while  her  other  duties  are  performed  with  equal 
proficiency.  She  is  a devout  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  her  sons  through  her  teach- 
ings have  become  steady-going,  industrious  young 
men. 

William  Mantel.  From  Michigan  there 
have  come  to  Wood  county  a number  of  its  wor- 
thy citizens,  including  this  gentleman  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  that  State,  April  23, 
1862.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Denoyer)  Mantel.  His  father  was  a native  of 
England,  his  mother  of  France.  When  a young 
man  the  former  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking, 
beginning  that  work  at  the  early  age  of  eight 
years.  When  a youth  of  sixteen  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  New  York,  and  went  at  once  to  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  where  he  secured  work  at  his  trade. 
He  was  there  married  and  made  his  home  for 
about  thirty-three  years,  when  in  1884  he  came 
to  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  and  is  now 
living  with  our  subject.  His  family  numbered 
the  following — George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  months;  Josephine;  Mrs.  Peter  Ducat,  of 
Henry  township;  Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  Edward,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county, 
Mich.;  Peter,  a barber  of  Michigan;  James,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Trenton, 
Mich. ; Arthur,  a farmer  of  Plain  township,  Wood 
county;  William;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Alferd  Robinson,  of 
Liberty  township;  Horace,  an  oil  man  of  Henry 
township;  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Theodore  Smith,  of 
Liberty  township. 

William  Mantel  received  but  limited  school 
privileges,  but  his  training  at  farm  labor  was  not 
so  meager.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he 
rented  a farm  in  his  native  county,  which  he 
operated  until  his  removal  to  Wood  county  with 
his  parents.  He  was  at  that  time  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  He  began  work  in  the  oil  fields, 


I and  on  the  11th  of  September,  1893,  purchased 
! fifty-three  acres  of  land  in  Section  3,  Liberty 
township,  where  he  is  now  living.  The  lady  who 
; shares  Mr.  Mantel’s  name  and  fortune  was  in 
i her  maidenhood  Florence  Matilda  Judson.  The 
marriage  occurred  July  3,  18S9.  She  was  born 
; May  20,  1866,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Mitchell)  Judson,  who  had  four  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Mantel,  Charles,  William  and  Bert 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  most  estimable 
people,  and  have  many  warm  friends  throughout 
j the  community.  In  politics  Mr.  Mantel  is  a 
: “Sound-money”  Republican. 

Caleb  Roe  is  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood  county,  and 
through  his  enterprising  efforts  has  won  a suc- 
cess that  is  well  merited.  He  was  born  in 
Liberty  township,  August  26,  1861,  and  comes 
: of  a family  that  has  been  connected  with  this 
locality  since  eailv  pioneer  days.  His  grand- 
father, Dominick  Roe,  came  from  Michigan  to 
Wood  county,  and  from  the  government  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township,  for 
which  he  paid  $1.25  per  acre.  There  he  spent 
his  remaining  days.  His  family  numbered  the 
| following  members — Dominick,  Jr.,  deceased; 
Stephen,  of  Lucas  county;  Victoria,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Michigan;  Lucy,  wife  of  Pedro 
Maloush,  of  Lucas  county;  Mrs.  Margaret  Garno. 
of  Weston,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mary  Deshetler.  of 
Liberty  township,  Wood  county;  Eliza,  wife  of 
Frank  Ducat,  of  Liberty  township;  and  Edward, 
father  of  our  subject. 

The  last  named  was  born  and  reared  in 
Michigan,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  here.  In  Liberty  township  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  Ducat,  and  secured  a tract  of  land 
by  giving  in  exchange  two  young  calves.  He 
farmed  various  tracts  of  land  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  in  his  undertakings  was  successful.  In 
1864  he  entered  the  Union  army,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  family  numbered 
the  following  members — Caleb,  a farmer  of 
j Jackson  township;  Robert,  a farmer  of  Milton 
township;  Sherman,  a farmer  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Matilda,  who  died  in  childhood;  Hiram, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  Ohio:  Lewis, 

< of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Lucetta,  it  home; 
Albert  and  Alfred,  twins,  who  died  in  childhood; 
and  Guy,  who  completes  the  family.  1 he 
father  died  August  22,  1896,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Rudolph  , ■ m terv. 

Mr.  Roe,  of  this  review,  is  indebted  to  the 
public-school  system  for  his  education.  He  was 
reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  aided  in  the 
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operation  of  the  home  farm  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  working  in  the  tile 
yard  owned  by  George  Bradshaw,  for  $25  per 
month.  After  eight  months  he  entered  a thirty- 
acre  tract  of  land  in  Liberty  township,  and  in 
1886  he  purchased  a tract  of  similar  size.  This 
was  the  first  property  he  ever  owned.  After 
clearing  two  acres  he  found  that  there  was  oil 
upon  the  place,  leased  it  and  secured  therefrom 
a handsome  income  which  enabled  him  to  get 
a good  start  in  life.  In  the  fall  of  188S,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  then  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land,  all  cleared,  but  otherwise 
unimproved.  He  has  since  erected  a fine  resi- 
dence, good  barns  and  outbuildings,  has  the  lat- 
est improved  machinery,  high  grades  of  stock 
and  everything  found  on  a first  class  farm  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

On  January  1,  1890,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Roe  and  Myrtie  Gaghan,  who  was 
born  in  Milton  township,  May  31,  1869,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Finney)  Gaghan, 
natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  emigrated 
to  America,  locating  in  Wood  county.  Here  the 
father  died  August  2S,  1890.  Mrs.  Roe  was 

educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Milton  town- 
ship, and  pursued  her  studies  for  one  year  in  Mc- 
Comb,  and  two  years  in  Weston,  Ohio.  When  a 
maiden  of  only  fifteen  summers  she  began 
teaching  school  in  Jackson  township,  and  for  six 
years  successfully  followed  that  profession.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  one  daughter,  Bernice, 
born  July  5,  1895.  In  politics  Mr.  Roe  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  unswerving  in  his  support 
of  the  principles  of  ihe  party.  He  has,  how- 
ever, never  sought  office,  but  served  as  school 
director. 

Reason  Whitacre  is  the  oldest  resident  pio- 
neer of  Bloom  township,  and  he  and  his  brother 
Isaac  are  the  only  ones  of  the  ‘‘’34  settlers” 
now  living.  He  was  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  October  20,  1814,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
successful  agriculturists  of  Wood  county.  He 
has  been  a hard  worker  in  his  time,  and  is  still 
active  and  energetic  for  a man  of  his  years. 

The  Whitacre  family  came  originally  from 
Virginia.  The  grandfather,  Edward  Whitacre, 
married  Martha  Brown,  and  their  son  Mahlon, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  the  Old  Domin- 
ion. When  a boy  of  ten  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Harrison  county,  W.  Va.,  where  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Phcebe  Beck,  also  a native 
of  Virginia,  and  a daughter  of  Preston  Beck. 
Soon  after  marriage  they  moved  to  Columbiana 
county,  which  was  then  on  the  frontier  line,  and 


subject  to  Indian  attacks  and  rumors  of  attacks, 
the  family  being  so  alarmed  on  one  occasion  as  to 
seek  refuge  in  the  nearest  settlement.  In  the 
spring  of  1 S 3 3 he  came  to  Wood  county  on  foot, 
and  entered  160  acres  in  Section  6,  eighty  in 
Section  6,  eighty  in  Sections  31  and  32,  in  Portage 
township;  160  acres  in  Section  5,  forty  in  Sections 
7 and  S,  and  eighty  in  Section  22,  in  Bloom 
township.  He  selected  a spot  for  his  future  home 
in  Section  6,  near  the  present  site  of  Cygnet, 
and  returned  to  bring  his  family,  which  included 
seven  children.  They  left  Columbiana  county 
April  18,  1834,  and  traveled  in  a wagon  drawn 
by  oxen  via  Minerva,  Canton,  Massillon,  Woos- 
ter, Mansfield,  Gabon,  Bucyrus  and  Upper  San- 
dusky. They  brought  one  cow  with  them,  the 
younger  members  of  the  party  walking  by  turns 
to  drive  her.  Whenever  they  could,  they  stopped 
at  hotel  for  the  night,  but  often  camped  out,  and 
after  leaving  Upper  Sandusky  they  lived  in  that 
primitive  fashion  until  their  log  house  was  built 
from  trees  felled  after  their  arrival  on  May  4, 
1834.  The  roads  were  so  bad  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  trip  that  seven  miles  made  a good  day's 
travel.  Their  nearest  neighbor  lived  two  miles 
away,  and  their  milling  was  done  on  the  Maumee 
river,  the  trip  taking  five  days,  coming  and  going. 
Their  first  crop  was  corn,  planted  in  small  holes 
made  in  the  solid  ground,  the  stumps  and  roots 
making  plowing  impossible,  and  much  of  the 
grinding  was  done  by  hand-mills,  made  from 
stones  found  on  the  farm.  The  yield  was  abund- 
ant and  wild  game  plentiful,  so  they  fared  well. 
They  secured  considerable  ready  money  by  sell- 
ing coon  skins  at  one  dollar  apiece.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  was  a large  man,  weighing  ordi- 
narily 225  pounds.  He  possessed  fine  abilities, 
and  great  force  of  character,  and  when  there 
were  but  few  to  give  was  a liberal  supporter  of 
the  Disciples  Church,  of  which  he  and  his  family 
were  members.  FI  is  large  tracts  of  land  were 
divided  among  his  children,  with  the  exception  of 
forty  acres,  which  he  gave  to  a preacher.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
and  he  took  great  interest  in  public  questions.  He 
died  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  his 
wife  in  1849,  aged  sixty-two,  both  being  interred 
in  the  family  lot  in  Sugar  Grove  cemetery.  Of 
their  children  only  two  are  now  living.  Preston 
was  married  in  Columbiana  county  to  Martha 
Lucy,  and  died  two  years  after  coming  to  Wood 
county;  Gula  E.  was  married  at  the  old  home  to 
Abiah  Stackhouse,  and  died  in  Wood  county  in 
1838;  Edward  was  married,  before  coming  West, 
to  Hannah  McNeely,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
1846;  the  fourth  child  is  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch;  Isaac  was  married  in  Wood  county  to 
Elizabeth  McCrory,  later  to  Eliza  Wolfe,  and 
now  lives  in  Bloom  township;  Lydia  A.  married 
John  McCrory,  and  died  in  Plain  township;  Sarah 
|.  died  of  consumption  three  years  after  coming 
to  this  county. 

Reason  Whitacre  in  his  childhood  attended 
first  a subscription  school,  and  later,  when  pub- 
lic schools  came  into  vogue,  he  availed  himself  of 
them.  He  was  trained  to  farm  work,  and  when 
a young  man  worked  out  for  three  shillings  a day; 
for  one  year  before  coming  to  Wood  county  he 
had  worked  in  a gristmill  at  Minerva.  In  all 
the  work  and  hardships  and  pleasures  of  the  pio- 
neer days  in  this  county  he  took  his  full  share, 
and  his  reminiscences  are  most  interesting.  On 
March  22,  1837,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
McCrory,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1820, 
daughter  of  Samuel  McCrory,  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Henry  township.  They  commenced 
housekeeping  on  seventy-two  acres  of  land  in 
Section  6,  Bloom  township,  a gift  from  his  par- 
ents. It  was  in  its  primitive  state,  and  his  little 
log  cabin  was  the  first  house  upon  it.  He  cleared 
eighteen  acres,  and  after  his  father’s  death 
traded  the  tract  for  his  sister  Lydia’s  interest  in 
the  homestead,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Whitacre  had  eight 
children:  Mahlon  was  a farmer  in  Liberty  town- 
ship; he  died  leaving  two  children — Conrad  and 
Elmer.  Hannah  R.  married  Mandeville  Mil- 
bourn,  of  Bloom  township,  and  died  leaving  five 
children — Edward  R. , Lydia,  Horace,  Mary  and 
Arthur.  Phoebe  married  Horace  C.  Mercer,  of 
Liberty  township,  and  their  children  are  Milton, 
Alburtus,  Mary,  Delorma,  Clarence,  Rosa,  Jeff- 
erson, Frank  and  George.  James,  deceased, 
was  a farmer  in  Liberty  township ; he  left  one 
child — Frederick.  Samuel  was  a farmer  in  Lib- 
erty township,  and  died  leaving  two  children — 
Llletha  and  Olerious.  Daniel  is  a farmer  in 
Liberty  township;  he  married  Amanda  Loe,  and 
they  have  nine  children — Mahlon,  Hayes,  Rhoda, 
Ardie,  Wildie,  Naomi,  Carrie,  Howard  and  Karl. 
Lewis  S.  is  a resident  of  Cygnet,  and  has  one 
child — Frank.  Thomas  lives  in  Liberty  town- 
ship; he  has  two.  children — Charles  and  Floyd. 
Mrs.  Whitacre  died  in  1861,  and  was  buried  in 
Sugar  Grove  cemetery.  On  March  22.  1866. 
our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Bulli.s, 
a native  of  Durham,  N.  Y.,  born  December  24, 
• 835,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Amanda  (Hervey) 
Bullis,  who  came  to  Wood  county  in  1845,  and 
located  in  Plain  township.  Four  children  were 
burn  of  this  union:  Herman  W.  is  a farmer  in 
Liberty  township;  Arthur  I.  is  a farmer  in  Bloom 


township  (he  has  one  son — Reason);  Warren  R. 
is  at  home,  and  Marian  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Whitacre  still  operates  his  farm  of  200 
acres,  and  also  100  acres  in  Liberty  and  Plain 
townships  belonging  to  his  wife.  In  188C  he 
leased  his  land  to  a Mr.  Scott,  who  did  not 
operate,  but  sold  to  Barnuin  & Boden,  and  they 
began  operations  in  March,  1890,  drilling  two 
wells.  Then  Mr.  Barnum  bought  out  his  part- 
ner, and  sold  a one-third  interest  to  a Mr. 
Hughes,  and  this  firm  now  control  the  territor\ . 
At  this  writing  they  are  operating  eight  wells, 
and  will  probably  drill  two  more.  The  whole 
production  amounts  to  about  $4,000  per  month, 
our  subject  securing  one-seventh.  On  Mrs. 
Whitacre’s  property  in  Plain  township  there  are 
three  wells,  one  in  operation.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  he  has  been  a favorite 
candidate  of  his  party  for  various  offices,  and  has 
served  thirteen  years  as  trustee,  one  term  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  also  been  supervisor 
and  school  director.  He  is  an  elder  in  the  Dis- 
ciples Church,  of  which  the  family  have  so  long 
been  leading  members,  and  has  always  been 
among  the  most  generous  helpers  of  any  worthy 
movement. 

William  Heyman,  a well-known  saloon  keeper 
of  Tontogany,  this  county,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage Kaltenholzhausen,  Kreis  Diez,  Nassau,  Ger- 
many, February  19,  1840.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  started  for  this  country,  and  the  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  occupied  sixty-three  days,  the 
ship  being  an  old  sailing  vessel;  and  two  weeks 
more  were  passed  in  coming  from  New  York  to 
Monroeville,  Ohio,  the  point  of  destination. 
Young  Heyman  first  went  to  work  on  a farm  in 
Erie  county,  for  which  he  was  paid  fifty  cents  a 
day.  He  then  hired  out  by  the  month,  first  at 
eight  dollars,  and  afterward  at  ten  dollars.  Later 
he  became  employed  by  the  year,  receiving,  for 
his  services  the  first  year,  $140,  and,  for  the  sec- 
ond, $150.  He  remained  and  worked  for  this 
same  man — John  Wright — for  six  years,  his 
wages  being  increased  until  they  reached  $200 
per  year.  During  this  period  Mr.  Heyman  saved 
about  $600,  and  then  began  farming  for  himself 
in  Erie  county;  and  in  1865  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Nickel,  a native  of  Germany, 
whose  parents  had  been  farmers  in  Erie  county 
for  some  years.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  namely:  Louise,  who  married  Gustave 

Thorn,  and  they  have  three  children-  Gustave, 
Ella  and  Goldie;  and  William  F.,  who  is  in  the 
saloon  and  restaurant  business  at  Ogden,  Utah. 
Mrs.  Heyman  died  in  1869,  and  in  t8yi  Mr. 


. 

- 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


054 


Heyman  married  Miss  Margretta  Erbe,  who  was 
born  in  Erie  county,  near  Castalia,  in  1850. 
Shortly  after  the  latter  marriage  he  moved  to 
Bellevue,  in  Huron  county,  where  he  clerked  in 
a store,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Tontogany, 
w'here  he  opened  a sample  room.  To  the  second 
marriage  were  born  eight  children,  and  all  at 
Tontogany:  Albert,  John,  P'rank,  George, 

Charles,  Cora,  Avery  and  Eddie.  Through  the 
energy,  industry  and  good  management  of  our 
subject  his  business  has  proved  a profitable  one. 
H e is  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  this  local- 
ity. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  is  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Ezra  J.  Moe  was  born  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  February  4,  1 840,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and 
Angeline  (Moon)  Moe.  The  father,  a native  of 
Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  was  a child  of  six  years 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Lorain  county, 
the  family  locating  on  a 160-acre  tract  of  wild 
land  which  the  grandfather,  Isaac  Moe,  purchased 
in  1802.  He  had  journeyed  to  this  State  on 
foot,  pre-empted  his  land,  and  planted  a few  acres 
of  corn,  and  in  the  fall  returned  for  his  family. 
He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
died  in  Ridgeville  township,  about  1850.  The 
members  of  his  family  were  Edwin,  who  died  in 
Wisconsin;  Charles,  who  died  in  Lorain  county; 
Betsy,  deceased  wife  of  Gersham  Gillett,  of  Lo- 
rain county;  Polly,  deceased  wife  of  Abraham 
Moon,  of  Lorain  county;  Jane,  wife  of  Leander 
Wilcox;  Philand,  wife  of  Otis  Gilmore,  and  Han- 
nah, wife  of  Husted  Moe. 

Isaac  Moe  was  married  in  Lorain  county  to 
Miss  Moon,  who  was  there  born  in  1804.  She 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ann,  deceased  wife 
of  George  Hinger,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Rosanna, 
Isaac  and  Wellington,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ezra 
J.;  and  Rosanna,  deceased  wife  of  George  Gill. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  was 
married  in  Clyde,  Sandusky  county,  to  Mrs.  Polly 
Heydon,  and  they  had  three  children — Isaac, 
Mary  and  Emeline,  all  deceased.  Mrs.  Moe  died 
in  Clyde,  Ohio,  and  the  father  afterward  removed 
to  Michigan.  In  1873  he  came  to  Wood  county 
to  live  with  our  subject,  and  died  in  1881. 

When  a child  of  eight  years,  Ezra  Moe  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Clyde,  where  he  ac- 
quired his  education.  When  only  ten  years  of 
age  he  began  earning  his  own  living,  and  for  seven 
years  rode  race  horses  for  Tuttle  Brothers,  of 
Clyde.  He  then  worked  as  a farm  hand  until 
October  23,  1861,  when,  having  obtained  per- 
mission from  his  father  to  go  to  the  train  to  wit- 


ness the  departure  of  Company  A,  72nd  O.  V.  I., 
he,  instead,  joined  the  troops  and  went  to  the 
front,  where  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh  and  Corinth,  and  aided  in  building  a fort 
at  Memphis,  Tenn.  With  Grant's  command  he 
then  went  to  Holly  Springs,  and  after  their  supplies 
were  cut  off  returned  to  Memphis,  proceeding 
down  the  river  to  Milliken’s  Bend.  After  making 
the  canal  at  Vicksburg,  his  command  marched  to 
Grand  Gulf,  and  later  participated  in  seven  bat- 
tles which  drove  the  Rebels  into  their  works  at 
Vicksburg,  where  they  then  entered  upon  the 
famous  siege,  which  ended  with  the  surrender  of 
the  city  July  4,  1863.  Before  sundown  that 
night  they  were  fighting  Joe  Johnston  sixteen 
miles  away,  and  engaged  with  that  general  in 
three  battles.  The  troops  afterward  returned  to 
Memphis,  subsequently  going  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  following  Price,  who  threatened  the 
destruction  of  that  city.  They  afterward  marched 
to  Cape  Girardeau,  were  loaded  into  transports, 
and  subsequently  proceeded  to  Sedalia  and  Lex- 
ington, Mo.  They  then  marched  to  Kansas  City, 
and  captured  Price  on  the  Big  Blue  river.  Re- 
turning to  St.  Louis,  they  were  at  once  ordered 
to  Nashville,  but  Mr.  Moe  remained  in  St.  Louis 
for  about  twelve  hours.  He  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment in  Cairo,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Nashville.  Later  the  troops  marched  to  New 
Orleans,  and  were  engaged  in  service  in  the  gulf 
district  for  some  time.  This  included  the  capture 
of  Spanish  Fort,  after  which  they  started  for 
Montgomery,  where  the  news  was  received  of 
Lee’s  surrender,  and  the  restoration  of  peace. 
They  then  proceeded  to  Vicksburg,  and  Mr.  Moe, 
who  had  veteranized  in  1864,  was  honorably 
mustered  out  September  11,  1865,  after  almost 
four  years  of  military  service,  in  which  he  made 
for  himslf  an  honorable  record. 

It  was  just  four  years  later — September  11, 
1869 — that  he  was  married  in  Perrysburg  to  Ellen 
Spoors.  They  removed  to  Garden  Grove,  Deca- 
tur Co.,  Iowa,  but  after  a year  removed  to  Wood 
county,  and  for  three  years  operated  the  Hen- 
dricks farm  near,  Bowling  Green.  Mr.  Moe  later 
rented  the  Starr  farm  for  nine  years,  the  Lathrop 
farm  for  four  years,  and  the  Todd  farm  for  four 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land,  erected  a good  residence 
thereon,  and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  His 
wife  died  in  May,  1882,  leaving  five  children: 
Charles,  of  Milton  township:  William  Allen,  of 
Liberty  township;  John,  Maud  and  Fred,  at 
home.  One  son,  brink,  was  accidentally  shot 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  death  resulted. 
Mr.  Moe  is  a Democrat,  and  a member  of  the 
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United  Brethren  Church.  He  discharges  his  duties 
of  citizenship  with  the  same  loyalty  and  fidelity 
that  marked  his  honorable  soldier  record. 

E.  F.  Metzger,  the  efficient  town  clerk  of 
Troy  township,  and  postmaster  of  Stony  Ridge, 
is  a native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  Troy  town- 
ship, January  15,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Lewis 
and  Alary  (Reninger)  Metzger,  both  born  in  the 
German  Empire,  emigrating  to  America  in  1835. 
In  Medina  county,  Ohio,  they  were  reared  and 
married,  but,  as  early  as  1856,  became  residents 
of  Wood  county;  in  1850,  the  father  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Troy  township.  They  reared 
a family  of  seven  children,  namely:  John,  who 
died  in  Perrysburg  township,  November  7,  1894; 
Charles,  who  died  in  Troy  township,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1888;  George,  a resident  of  Paulding 
county,  Ohio;  Henry,  who  died  in  Troy  township, 
in  1883;  E.  F. , of  this  sketch;  and  Carrie  and 
Allen,  both  at  home. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  rural  life,  receiving 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools, 
after  which  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two  sea- 
sons in  the  Fostoria  Normal  School.  On  leav- 
ing school  he  began  teaching,  which  profession 
he  followed  for  eight  years  in  Wood  county, 
meeting  with  excellent  success  as  an  instructor. 
In  ' his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Metzger  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  local  public  affairs,  being  one 
of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the  township.  In 
1892  he  was  appointed  town  clerk,  and  after- 
ward elected  for  three  consecutive  terms;  in  De- 
cember, 1893,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Stony  Ridge,  to  succeed  J.  E.  Stewart.  He  has 
proved  a capable  official,  discharging  the  duties 
of  the  offices  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  holds  membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church 
of  Stony  Ridge,  and  Fort  Meigs  Lodge  No.  774, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Perrysburg,  and  is  universally 
respected  as  an  honorable,  upright  young  man. 

Abraham  Huff  (deceased)  was  one  of  the 
straightforward  and  honorable  citizens  of  Wood 
county.  He  was  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
born  on  January  20,  1825,  in  Sandusky  county, 
near  the  city  of  that  name,  and  was  the  fourth 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  Nancy,  Mary, 
Snowden,  George  and  Benjamin.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  Missouri,  and  followed 
farming  as  a means  of  livelihood. 

Mr.  Huff  was  married  February  1 1 . 1847,  in 
Washington  township,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Lucy  Ward,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Maria 
(Cowen)  Ward,  prominent  farming  people  of  that 


| township.  In  religious  belief  her  father  was  a 
Dunkard,  while  her  mother  held  membership 
with  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  are  both  now 
deceased,  the  latter  passing  away  March  2 1 , 
1SS4.  They  had  four  children : (1)  Elizabeth, 

born  June  4,  1825,  has  departed  this  life.  (2) 
Mrs.  Huff  is  the  second  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(3)  Ira,  born  August  16,  1831,  became  a mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  Rebel  prison  at  Anderson- 
ville,  Ga.  fie  had  married  Charlotte  Jeffers,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children — Elizabeth  Maria, 
i wife  of  Charlie  T'nompkins,  a resident  of  Mis- 
1 souri;  and  Alice  Ann,  wife  of  James  Madison, 
also  of  Missouri.  (4)  Eliza  died  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years. 

Three  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Huff,  namely:  (1)  Sarah  Maria,  born 

July  27,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  David  McCombs,  a 
1 contractor  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  by  whom  she  had 
1 five  children — Clinton,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ver- 
nie  Minnie,  born  August  20,  1871;  Effie  Myrtle, 
born  September  20,  1873;  Orlando  Lester,  born 
March  20,  1876;  and  Lucy  Pearl,  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1879.  (2)  Ann  Eliza,  born  December 

| 15,  1851,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (3) 
Eugene  B.,  born  in  Weston  township,  January 
16,  1854,  married  Della  Clark,  and  resides  on 
his  own  farm. 

Mr.  Huff,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his 
life,  traveled  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  His 
death  occurred  in  California,  September  7, 
1876.  In  politics,  he  was  a Republican,  and  by 
his  fellow  citizens  was  chosen  to  fill  several  offices 
of  honor  and  trust,  including  that  of  supervisor, 
which  he  held  for  two  terms,  while  for  several 
terms  he  was  constable,  and  his  duties  were 
always  faithfully  discharged.  He  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  were  ever  faithful  and  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community. 

G.  W.  Smith,  a well-known  farmer  of  Plain 
township,  Wood  county,  comes  of  good  old  Rev- 
olutionary stock,  his  great-grandfathers  on  both 
sides  of  the  family  having  fought  and  died  in  the 
struggle  of  the  colonies  for  liberty,  the  one  being 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and  the  other 
at  the  battle  of  Trenton. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  and 
Mary  (Wirts)  Smith,  the  former  being  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1791.  and  dying  in  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  in  1S54.  The  mother  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1795,  and  died  in 
Summit  county  in  1874.  They  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
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father  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He 
was  a Democrat,  and  a loyal  citizen.  The  pa- 
rental family  comprised  seven  children,  namely: 
Malinda,  who  married  Joseph  Hall,  and  died  in 
Kansas;  j.  j.,  a physician,  who  resided  at  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  practiced  there  many  years,  but  died 
December  7,  1884;  J.  B. , who  was  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  14th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Nashville, 
Tenn. ; Hannah,  who  married  W.  C.  Smith  and 
died  at  Rock  Island,  111. ; Thomas,  who  was 
killed  accidentally  in  Missouri;  G.  W.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of  L. 
M.  Newton,  residing  in  Kansas. 

G.  W.  Smith  was  born  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  September  26,  1S26,  was  educated  in 

Akron,  Ohio,  under  the  superintendence  of  Gen. 
Leggett,  and  lived  at  home  until  twenty-one  years 
old,  when  he  went  to  California.  There  he  was 
taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and,  after  thirty- 
days  unconsciousness,  had  but  partly  recovered 
from  that  terrible  disease,  when  dread  cholera 
broke  out,  and  he  was  seized  with  that.  He  for- 
tunately escaped  with  his  life,  and,  strange  to 
say,  for  twenty-eight  years  afterward  did  not 
have  a day’s  illness.  In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr. 
Smith  took  passage  for  Australia,  reaching  there 
in  July,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  that  country.  He  then  decided  to  return 
home,  and  came  by  way  of  England,  landing  at 
Bristol,  and  stopping  at  London  and  many  of 
the  principal  cities  in  Europe,  and,  being,  in  all, 
two  hundred  and  eleven  days,  and  traveling  about 
25,000  miles  on  the  water  before  he  reached  the 
United  States.  He  says,  these  were  the  happiest 
days  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Smith  finally  settled  in  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  1857  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda 
Eaton,  who  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio, 
August  10,  1829.  Of  this  union  three  children 
have  been  born:  Era  G.,  born  June  24,  1866,  is 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Le  Galley,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Harry  and  Marguerite;  Carl  L. , born 
March  11,  1 868,  was  married  February  6,  1895, 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Hopkins,  of  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 20,  1871  (he  was  educated  at  the  High 
School  in  Bowling  Green,  and  at  Ada  Normal 
School,  and  at  present  is  assessor  of  Plain  town- 
ship); Lulu  E.,  born  March  3.  1874,  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  is  a man  of  good  business 
ability  and  of  progressive  ideas.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a 
loyal  citizen  and  good  neighbor,  who  wants  justice 
to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none. 


Benjamin  F.  Pratt.  This  pioneer  farmer 
of  Perrysburg  township  was  born  March  9,  1824, 
on  the  place  where  he  still  resides.  He  assisted 
in  wresting  the  now  feitile  acres  from  the  prime- 
val forests,  and  the  wonderful  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  surrounding  country  have  ah 
taken  place  before  his  eyes.  He  can  relate  many 
most  interesting  reminiscences  of  those  earlv 
days,  and  of  the  people  whose  struggles  and 
privations  sound  like  a fairy  tale  to  the  youth  of 
to-day. 

Gen.  William  and  Bathia  (Brown)  Pratt,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  they  were  married,  and  whence, 
in  i"8i4.  they  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Orleans, 
Wood  county,  on  the  Maumee  river,  near  Fort 
Meigs.  They  had  previously  lived  in  Canada, 
where  the  father  owned  a store  and  a farm;  but 
when  the  war  of  I S 1 2 broke  out  he  came  with 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  leaving  behind 
him  all  his  property,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the 
young  republic.  They  crossed  the  lake  in  an 
open  boat  to  Orleans,  and  there  entered  land. 
In  later  years  a part  of  the  property  in  Canada 
was  reclaimed  by  one  of  the  children.  The  father 
served  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  rose  .to  the 
rank  of  general. 

When  the  family  took  possession  of  the  land 
now  owned  by  our  subject,  which  was  in  the 
year  1818,  it  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  dense 
forest.  They  made  the  first  clearing,  back  from 
the  river  front,  which  was  made  in  that  locality, 
and  which  became  known  as  the  “hole  in  the 
woods.”  William  Pratt  ran  the  first  schooner 
on  the  Maumee  river,  and  followed  boating  for 
many  years.  He  died  February  3,  1824,  and 
was  buried  on  the  farm;  his  wife  died  at  Grand 
Rapids  in  July,  1858,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Perrysburg,  where  her  husband's  re- 
mains had  been  removed.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  this  estimable  couple,  namely:  Jonas, 

who  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  Henry  county. 
Ohio,  in  1854;  William  served  with  his  father 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  in  Grand  Rapids 
in  1S69;  Hiram  died  in  Wood  county,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1854,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  Janu- 
ary, 1894;  Amos  was  a steamboat  captain  on 
the  lakes,  and  resided  a part  of  his  life  in 
Maumee,  near  Fort  Miami,  Lucas  county,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  some  time  in  the  “fifties; 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Judge  Jerome,  and 
died  in  Lucas  county;  Jane  married  Francis 
Hinsdall,  and  lives  in  Toledo;  James  makes 
his  home  in  Illinois,  and  Benjamin  F.  is  our  sub- 
j ject. 

Benjamin  F.  Pratt  was  reared  in  Perrysburc 
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township,  and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  and 
improving  the  home  farm  which  he  now  owns, 
and  to  which  he  has  added  until  his  property 
comprises  192  acres,  all  well-improved  and  valu- 
able land.  He  has  built  a comfortable  residence, 
and  is  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  was 
married  in  Perrysburg  township,  March  20,  1850, 
to  Miss  S.  J.  Perrin,  who  was  born  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  and  Nellie 
(Byers)  Perrin,  the  father  a native  of  France, 
the  mother  of  Scotland.  In  1838  her  parents 
went  to  Indiana,  where  they  both  died  in  less  than 
one  week.  After  their  deaths  tile  children  all 
returned  to  Wood  county.  Of  these,  Charles  is 
deceased;  Jane  is  now  Mrs.  Young,  and  lives  at 
Albion,  Mich.;  Mary  married  Benjamin  Langel, 
and  is  deceased;  John  resides  in  Roachton;  Will- 
iam lives  in  Perrysburg  township;  Catherine 
married  Stephen  Langel,  and  is  deceased. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt,  as  follows:  Fred  is  living  in  New 

Mexico;  Ella  (now  Mrs.  Kerr)  lives  in  Grand 
Rapids;  Arthur  is  in  New  Mexico;  and  May,  Guy, 
Clifton  and  Benjamin  F. , are  at  home.  Mr. 
Pratt  is  a Republican,  and  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  He  is  a man  of  fine  character, 
devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and  has  never 
cared  to  hold  public  office.  As  a representative 
of  one  of  the  old  families  in  the  county,  and 
for  his  many  sterling  qualities,  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  estimation  by  all  who  know  him. 

William  Le  Galley,  Sr.,  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Plain  township,  was 
born  December  20,  1812,  in  Colerain,  Mass. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Wilson) 
Le  Galley,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

When  he  was  seven  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Ohio,  and  located  in  Lower  Sandusky, 
where  both  died  a few  years  later,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  left  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  went  to  Seneca  county,  where  he  lived  with 
an  uncle  for  nine  years,  attending  school  for  a 
short  period,  afterward  working  upon  the  farm. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  learn  the  tan- 
ner's trade,  which  he  followed  for  twenty-eight 
years  in  Seneca  and  Huron  counties,  where  he 
also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  farming.  He  was 
married  in  Huron  county,  in  1836,  to  Miss  Terry, 
who  was  born  there  in  August,  1819.  They  had 
six  children:  Myron,  John  IF,  William  T. , 

Silia  and  Charles,  all  living;  and  Fannie,  who 
died  when  six  years  old.  In  1856  he  moved  to 
Wood  county,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land 
in  Plain  township,  which  was  but  little  improved. 
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With  the  help  of  his  sons,  he  succeeded  in  chang- 
ing this  wilderness  into  a cultivated  farm,  ditch- 
ing, tiling,  planting  fruit  trees,  and  building  a 
good  dwelling  house,  and  commodious  barns. 
He  has  divided  seventy-five  acres  of  his  land 
between  two  of  his  sons,  and  still  retains  125 
acres,  which  is  under  the  management  of  his  son. 
Charles,  who  resides  at  the  homestead.  There 
are  four  oil  wells  in  operation  upon  the  property, 
developed  by  the  Ohio  Oil  Company. 

Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Le  Galley  have  passed 
the  allotted  three  score  and  ten  years,  both  are 
hale  and  hearty,  and  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  their  past  labors.  Their  children 
occupy  useful  and  honorable  positions  in  life, 
and  their  declining  years  are  without  a cloud. 
They  have  been  for  many  years  leading  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Bowling  Green.  Mr. 
Le  Galley  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket,  and  he  has 
always  taken  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs. 
In  1S60  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  serv- 
ing for  one  term,  and  he  was  school  director  lor 
a number  of  years. 

Titus  Beck  was  born  in  New  Rumley,  Harri- 
son Co.,  Ohio,  March  9,  1845.  His  early  life  was 
spent  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  studied 
the  elementary  branches  of  an  English  education 
in  the  district  schools.  He  enlisted  in  the  L nion 
army  at  Ashland  during  the  Civil  war,  joining,  on 
February  28,  1S64,  the  Western  army,  with  which 
he  stayed  for  twentv-two  months,  being  most  of 
that  time  connected  with  the  artillery  corps  ar 
Fort  Steel,  Ark.  In  1865  he  returned  to  Ashland 
county,  and  on  Marchs,  1868.  was  married  to  Miss 
Laura  E.  Campbell,  a daughter  of  James  and  Is- 
abell  (Robertson)  Campbell.  They  moved  to  W ood 
county,  where  he  at  once  settled  on  eighty  acres 
of  land  he  now  owns,  adjoining  the  corporation  ot 
Bowling  Green.  The  property  contains  three  oil 
wells,  which  he  has  leased,  and  he  is  occupied  in 
general  farming.  Mrs.  Laura  E.  (Campbell  Beck 
was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  July  S,  1847. 
They  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
namely:  Allen  Sanford,  born  January  30,  1869. 
Myrtle  E.,  born  October  13.  1871;  Alice  (>  . 
born  June  27,  1872,  was  accidentally  burned  to 
death  November  19,  1876;  George  Campbell,  born 
March  18,  1874,  married  to  Miss  Maud  Case, 
Toledo,  June  15,  1 89G,  a niece  of  President  (jar- 
field;  Mattie  May,  born  December  13,  1875.  wife 
of  Gilbert  Harriss;  Ida  L. , born  February  m. 
1878;  John  L.,  born  November  17,  1879.  Lari 
J.  born  November  23,  1881;  Walter  B . born 
May  19,  1884;  Yerah  E. , born  June  20.  i88> 
Benson  Foraker,  born  December  19,  1887;  Orlie 
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C.,  born  August  6,  1892;  Hazel  Bell,  born  Jan- 
uary 27,  1894. 

George  Beck,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  Brunswick,  on  the  St.  Johns  river,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1815.  He  came  to  the  eastern  part  of 
Ohio  when  sixteen  years  old,  and  settled  in  Har- 
rison county  with  his  mother  and  family,  where 
he  lived  until  1848,  when  he  went  to  the  northern 
part  of  Ashland  county,  and  there  died  March  20, 
1890.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  was 
a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat  until  the  beginningof 
the  slave  agitation,  when  he  became  an  anti-slave 
agitator.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Delila  Miller,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
and  died  at  Troy,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  To  this  couple  were  born  the 
following  children:  Martha,  born  October  2,  1S40, 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Porter,  of  Lorain  county, 
Ohio;  William,  born  June  20,  1842,  died  in 
1864,  at  Tullahoma,  Tenn.  (he  was  a member  of 
Company  K,  102nd  O.  V.  I.);  Titus  is  our  subject; 
Mary,  who  married  William  Latham,  died  at 
Sullivan,  Ashland  county ; David  and  George  died 
in  infancy;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  George  Pixley,  re- 
sides in  Troy,  Ashland  county;  Ollie  is  the  wife 
of  John  Criss,  of  Lincoln  county,  Kans. ; Enoch 
Goliah  lives  in  Ashland  county. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather  died  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  his  great-grandfather  Beck  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  German  army.  Although  a small  man, 
he  was  very  powerful  and  was  able  to  put  five 
barrels  of  flour  on  top  of  one  another,  being  the  1 
only  man  in  the  army  who  could  accomplish  this 
feat  of  strength.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Sherman, 
of  Yankee  descent.  Mr.  Beck’s  father  was  one 
of  seven  children,  the  others  being:  Titus,  Mar- 

tha, Margaret,  Mary,  Austin  and  Elizabeth.  All 
of  them  are  deceased  except  the  two  latter,  who 
live  in  Ashland  county. 

James  Campbell,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Beck, 
was  born  May  20,  1820,  in  Ashland  county,  and 
the  mother  was  born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 22,  1828.  They  were  married  June  to, 
1846,  and  settled  in  Wood  county,  April  4,  1868, 
where  he  died  in  1876.  He  was  a Democrat  be- 
fore the  war,  and  afterward  became  a Republican. 
During  the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  82nd 
O.  V.  I.,  for  the  first  three-years’  volunteer  serv- 
ice. He  served  until  February  24,  1863,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  surgeon’s  certificate  of  dis- 
ability. He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bull 
Run,  Shiloh,  and  others,  fie  lost  his  health 
while  in  the  army,  and  died  after  returning  home;  ; 
he  received  a pension,  which  his  widow,  who  still 
survives,  now  draws.  Two  of  their  five  children 


grew  to  maturity — Laura  and  Aimer;  George 
E.,  John  W.,  and  Nettie  E.,  all  died  while  young. 

Grandfather  Campbell  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania and  died  in  Ashland  county.  He  married 
a Miss  McKinsie,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  maternal  great-grandmother’s  name 
was  Elliot,  and  she  and  her  husband  were  Scotch- 
Irish,  and  lived  and  died  in  Steubenville.  The 
Robertsons  were  from  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
and  were  of  Scotch-English  descent.  The  pa- 
ternal grandmother’s  name  was  Paterson. 

William  6.  Kerr,  who  has  been  a trustee  of 
Grand  Rapids  township  since  its  organization, 
was  born  in  Point  Creek  township,  Holmes  Co., 
Ohio,  July  9,  1835.  His  grandfather,  William 
Kerr,  a blacksmith  by  trade,  married  Margaret 
Miller,  and  lived  for  some  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  son  Jesse,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1S10.  Three  years 
later  the  family  moved  to  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
and  there  Jesse  Kerr  grew  to  manhood,  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Jane  H.  Barton,  who  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  November  12,  1S12, 
the  daughter  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
county.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their 
family  of  eight  children;  Eliza,  the  second  child, 
married  Isaac  Van  Horn,  a prominent  resident 
of  Wood  county,  Ohio;  Nancy  died  in  1846; 
James  E.  is  an  ordained  minister  of  the  U.  P. 
Church,  at  Coulterville,  111. ; Mary  married  Perry 
Heeter,  a well-known  agriculturist  of  Grand 
Rapids  township;  Joseph  W.  is  a minister  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Piqua,  Ohio; 
Villa  married  John  Caton,  of  Grand  Rapids 
township;  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 
From  1850  to  1886  the  family  lived  upon  a farm 
in  Wood  county,  where  our  subject’s  mother  died 
in  18S6,  and  his  father  seven  years  later,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three. 

William  B.  Kerr  was  started  on  the  road  to 
knowledge  in  his  native  county,  and  afterward 
attended  the  schools  of  Wood  county.  He  worked 
upon  his  father’s  farm  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, when  he  bought  thirty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  improved.  In  1861  he  enlisted  at  Napoleon. 
Ohio,  in  Company  H,  68th  O.  V.  I.  (Col.  H.  Steed- 
man  and  Capt.  J.  J.  Vorhees.  commanding  . 
which  was  assigned  to  the  17th  Army  Corps,  with 
Gen.  McPherson  as  Dept.  Commander,  and  Gen. 
Logan  as  Commander  of  the  Division.  On  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  Mr.  Kerr  re-en- 
listed at  Vicksburg,  and  served  throughout  the 
war.  He  was  in  a number  of  hard-fought  battles, 
among  them  the  engagements  at  Fort  Donelson. 


. 

' 


WOOD  COUNTY, , OHIO. 


059 


Fort  Henry  and  Vicksburg,  and  he  took  part  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  “ marched  down  to 
the  sea  ” with  Sherman.  On  receiving  his  final 
discharge  at  Cleveland,  he  went  to  Henry  county 
and  bought  ninety  acres  of  land  which  he  culti- 
vated for  eight  years,  when  he  returned  to  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  near  Grand 
Rapids,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments, and  provided  a comfortablethome  for  his 
family. 

On  October  io,  1865,  he  was  married  to  his 
first  wife,  Miss  Jennie  Culbertson,  a daughter  of 
J.  G.  Culbertson,  a well-known  citizen  of  Henry 
county.  They  have  had  three  children:  James 

H.,  born  December  23,  1868,  resides  in  Henry 
county;  John  W. , born  December  4,  1872,  is 
now  attending  the  Western  Reserve  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Cleveland;  the  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Kerr  died  in  1875,  and  our  sub- 
ject married  again,  choosing  for  a second  wife 
Miss  Mary  J.  Mitchell,  of  Knox  county,  Ohio,  who 
was  born  August  18,  1S40. 

Mr.  Kerr  and  his  family  attend  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  among  the  leaders 
in  its  various  lines  of  work.  In  politics  Mr.  Kerr 
is  a Republican,  and  his  influence  in  the  local 
organization  is  widely  recognized.  He  is  noted 
for  his  sound  judgment  and  upright  character, 
and  has  been  intrusted  with  many  public  duties, 
which  have  been  discharged  with  energy  and  dis- 
cretion. Throughout  his  eight  years  residence  in 
Henry  county,  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Damascus  township,  and  since  coming  to  this 
county  he  has  been  assessor  of  Grand  Rapids  and 
Weston  townships  for  four  terms,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  trustee  in  the  former  since  1891. 
He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Bond  Post 
No.  24. 

Hon.  J.  E.  Stevens,  the  able  and  popular 
mayor  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  born  May  29,  1851, 
in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  He  is  a son  of  John  A. 
and  Linda  (Heath)  Stevens,  prominent  residents 
of  Grand  Rapids  township,  and  has  lived  in  this  i 
county  since  he  was  three  years  old,  receiving  his  j 
education  mainly  in  the  schools  of  Weston.  He  i 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  S.  Sterling,  of 
Weston,  and  remained  with  him  for  sixteen 
years,  when  he  moved  to  Grand  Rapids  and 
worked  for  eight  years  with  T.  J.  Sterling  in  the 
same  trade.  In  1892  he  bought  out  his  employer, 
and  has  since  conducted  the  business  for  himself, 
enjoying  the  patronage  of  the  entire  community. 

In  1873,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bee- 
man,  who  died  some  years  later,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Sylvester,  who  has  already  made  a start 


in  life  as  a blacksmith,  and  Louisa,  who  lives  at 
I Muncie,  Ind.  In  1882,  Mr.  Stevens  married  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Emma  Carson,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Carson,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Five  children 
were  born  of  this  union:  Alma,  Ruth  and 

Harry,  who  are  now  attending  school,  and  Guy 
and  Ruby,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
j Stevens  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers  in  the 
Relief  and  Aid  Society  Qof  the  Presbyterian 
| Church,  of  which  her  husband  is  a prominent 
member,  and  she  is  a ready  supporter  of  anv 
: philanthropic  movement. 

Mr.  Stevens  holds  in  an  unusual  degree  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
i is  a leading  member  of  the  Republican  part}’.  He 
has  twice  been  elected  councilman  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  in  1895  was  chosen  mayor  by  a large 
majority,  fully  justifying  the  faith  of  his  friends 
by  a wise,  honest,  and  business-like  admin- 
istration. 

Fred  Heeter,  the  able  young  postmaster  of 
Grand  Rapids,  who  is  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  prosperous  business  men  of  that  locality, 

: is  one  of  the  “ Wood  county  boys  " who  are  do- 
j ing  credit  to  the  place  of  their  birth.  Born  in 
Grand  Rapids,  September  2.  1865.  he  attended 
the  excellent  public  schools  there  during  boyhood, 
and  later  took  a course  in  a business  college. 
After  graduating,  he  returned  to  his  native  town, 
and  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  dealing  in 
groceries,  glassware  and  crockery,  and  has 
achieved  a success  which  speaks  well  for  his  abil- 
ity, judgment  and  fair  dealing.  His  reputation 
in  financial  circles  is  of  the  best,  and  in  local 
politics  he  is  also  among  the  foremost,  being  an 
influential  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Fleeter  was  married  June  12,  1S95.  to 
Miss  Etta  Thomas,  born  June  8,  1876,  one  of  the 
most  attractive  young  ladies  of  Grand  Rapids, 
and  a member  of  one  of  the  leading  families  in 
the  Methodist  Church  there.  He  is  a member  of 
the  fraternal  order  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  With  hosts  of  friends  and  so  firm  a 
vantage  ground  gained  for  success  in  business  and 
political  life,  Mr.  Heeter’s  future  is  confidently 
expected  to  bring  to  him  still  greater  opportuni- 
ties to  give  proof  of  his  ability. 

Judge  George  C.  Phelps,  one  of  the  old- 
est -and  most  prominent  citizens  of  Bowling 
Green,  has  been  identified  with  the  leading  in- 
terests of  this  county  ever  since  1S53,  when  he 
came  to  Webster  township  with  his  bride  of  a 
year,  and  established  a home  in  the  clearing.  He 
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is  descended  from  an  old  New  England  family. 
His  grandfather,  Abel  Phelps,  lived  in  Tolland 
county,  Conn.,  and  reared  a large  family,  among 
whom  were:  Sallie,  born  February  28,  1792, 

who  married  Mr.  Manley,  and  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Abby,  born  June  1,  1794;  Harriet,  born 
January  7,  1797;  Patty,  March  21,  1799 — all  of 
whom  died  in  Connecticut;  George  A.,  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1804,  who  died  in  Medina  county, 
Ohio;  and  Abel,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was 
born  October  10,  1804.  He  was  married  in 
Hebron,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Sallie  Barber,  born 
April,  1807.  In  1834  they  moved  to  Brunswick, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  honored  and  influential  citizens,  and 
leading  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Phelps  was  a Democrat  before  the  war,  but 
in  later  life  was  a Republican.  He  died  Septem- 
ber’ 13,  1887,  and  his  wife  February  8,  1891. 
They  reared  a family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest  now  living.  Of  the 
others,  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  George  Hamilton, 
of  DeKalb  count}',  Ind.  ; Ralph  lives  in  Medina 
countv,  Ohio,  and  Marv  Jane  is  the  wife  ol 
H iram  Davis,  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  the 
old  home  in  Connecticut,  October  25,  1S27,  and 
at  the  age  of  seven  came  to  Ohio  with  his  par- 
ents. He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm  in 
Medina  county,  and  July  7,  1852,  married  Miss 
Emily  A.  Park,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State 
March  1,  1827.  Her  father,  William  Park,  was  a 
native  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. , and  was  descended 
from  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  East  Bloom- 
field, N.  Y.  Her  mother  was  Miss  Axa  Reed,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  whose  father,  Uriah 
Reed,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  a life-long  resident  of  Taunton,  Mass. 
They  settled  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1837, 
and  there  their  five  children  grew  to  maturity; 
Phoebe,  Mrs.  Joseph  Simmons,  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio;  Emily  A.,  Mrs.  Phelps;  Albina, 
deceased;  Evaline,  Mrs.  Isaac  Dake,  of  Medina 
county,  and  William,  deceased.  After  their 
marriage  Judge  Phelps  and  his  wife  remained  in 
Medina  county,  for  a year,  and  then  moved  to 
Wood  county,  settling  upon  a farm  where  they 
lived  for  twenty  years. 

Our  subject’s  rare  fitness  for  public  life  was 
speedily  recognized,  and  he  was  not  permitted  to 
remain  in  obscurity;  for  many  years  he  held 
various  township  and  county  offices,  school  di- 
rector, justice  of  the  peace,  township  clerk  and 
probate  judge.  To  the  last  position  he  was 
elected  three  times,  and  held  it,  in  all,  over  nine 
years.'  During  this  time  the  contest  over  the  re- 


moval  of  the  court  house  to  Bowling  Green  took 
; place,  and  he  was  one  of  the  leaders.  He  has 
! been  engaged  in  various  business  enterprises 
also.  He  helped  to  build  the  old  Tontogany 
: railroad,  and  of  later  years  he  has  been  interested 
t in  the  gas  business,  as  his  farm  in  Webster  town- 
ship lies  within  the  “oil  belt." 

In  September,  1876,  he  moved  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  and  his  wife  spend  their  de- 
clining years  in  well-earned  repose,  surrounded 
by  their  family  of  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  married  and  settled  near  by:  (1)  Albina  A., 

born  September  15,  1854,  married  William 
Muir,,  and  has  two  children — Emily  and  Darwin. 

! (2)  George  A.,  born  November  16,  1857,  married 
Margaret  Wiley;  they  have  four  children — 
Clara,  Bessie  (deceased),  Wiley  and  Helen.  3) 
Effie  M. , born  May  9,  1S62,  is  the  wife  of 
! Charles  Southwell;  they  have  one  son — George 
C.  (4)  Mary  A.,  born  September  17,  1S65,  and 
(5)  William  A.,  born  July  11,  1869,  are  still  ar 
home. 

Samuel  R.  Juxkixs  belonged  to  one  of  the 
! pioneer  families  of  the  Maumee  Valley,  and  was 
numbered  among  those  to  whom  the  present  gen- 
eration is  indebted  for  the  high  position  Wood 
countv  has  attained  among  the  sisterhood  of 
counties  of  Ohio. 

His  father,  Samuel  Junkins,  was  a native  of 
Maine,  descended  from  Scotch  and  Irish  parents, 
and  when  a young  man  removed  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick.  Here  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Smith, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Clar- 

issa, Thomas,  Julia  Ann,  and  Samuel  R.  Later 
the  family  removed  to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio, 
whereat  Fairview,  March  30,  1S29,  was  born 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  dying 
here  in  1829,  the  family  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  Washington  county,  of  that  State,  the 
widow  was  subsequently  married  to  John  Rice. 
In  April,  1833,  the  latter  with  family  removed  to 
what  was  then  Weston  township  (now  Grand 
Rapids),  this  county,  and  settled  in  Section  18, 
where  they  resided  some  six  months  when  Mr. 
Rice  died,  and  the  family  removed  to  Section  21. 
and  occupied  a small  house  built  by  John  Gin- 
gery, which  was  owned  by  a relative.  John  Mc- 
Kee. Mr.  Rice  had  entered  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment, but  his  affairs  were  in  such  a shape  that 
it  was  lost  to  the  widow,  and  so  she  with  her 
children  had  to  work  out  the  problem  of  life 
alone;  but  well  they  accomplished  it,  for  all  have 
so  lived  as  to  become  useful  members  of  society 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  communities 
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in  which  the}'  resided,  and  all  have  been  pos- 
sessed of  a full  share  of  this  world’s  goods.  The 
mother  died  in  1851.  Samuel  R. , when  old 
enough,  assisted  his  oldei  brother  in  the  support 
of  his  widowed  mother,  and  grew  up  to  habits  of 
industry  and  economy,  ide  assisted  in  clearing 
up  considerable  land,  and  in  every  sense  was  not 
only  the  son  of  a pioneer,  but  a pioneer  himself, 
for  in  his  boyhood  the  primeval  forest  was  here 
in  ai!  its  density  and  wildness,  and  in  growing 
up  he  played  a conspicuous  part  in  converting  it 
into  the  fertile  and  beautiful  fields  of  to-day.  His 
educational  privileges  were,  of  course,  limited, 
and  as  a boy  he  had  only  such  advantages  as  fell 
to  the  lot  of  country  boys  of  that  period  and  sur- 
roundings. Later  he  attended  for  a time  the 
common  or  high  schools  of  Perrysburg,  and  with 
such  a foundation,  by  frequent  reading  and  study, 
he  became  a well-informed  man,  and  practical  in 
business  affairs.  He  ever  took  a deep  interest  in 
the  educational  affairs  of  the  county,  and  served 
as  school  director  in  his  township. 

On  May  2,  1864,  Mr.  Junkins  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  144th  Regiment,  O.  N.  G.,  and  served 
as  a corporal  under  Capt.  John  McKee  until 
mustered  out  with  company,  August  31,  of  the 
same  year.  While  the  period  of  the  regiment's 
service  was  short,  yet  it  was  an  honorable  one, 
and  bore  well  its  part  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
on  the  Peninsula  in  the  operations  about  the 
James  river,  and  about  Petersburg,  the  trials  of 
all  of  which  our  subject  participated  in. 

Mr.  Junkins  was  in  every  sense  a self-made 
man;  beginning  with  nothing  save  a determina- 
tion to  make  for  himself  a home  and  a name,  he 
by  strict  attention  to  business,  and  by  industry 
and  economy,  became  a man  of  means  and  in- 
fluence. Pie  had  so  successfully  managed  his 
own  affairs  that  the  people  of  the  county  selected 
him  as  a good  man  to  care  for  the  interests  of 
Wood  county,  and.  in  1882,  he  was  elected  a 
county  commissioner.  F'or  more  than  a year  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  attending  to  the  duties 
of  this  office.  Ill  health,  however,  stepped  in 
and  prevented  him  from  serving  out  his  term,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1885,  after  being  confined  to  his 
bed  for  several  months,  he  resigned.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican,  though  when  chosen  to  the 
office  of  commissioner  it  was  by  means  of  the 
People’s  party.  fJe  was  a Granger  in  the  days  of 
the  Grange  movement,  and  a member  of  Milton 
Center  Lodge  of  Odd  bellows.  While  during 
life  Mr.  Junkins  had  not  identified  him  a If  with 
any  Church,  he  was  a moral  man  and  v.vr  prided 
himself  upon  an  upright  life;  he  was  consistent  in 
all  things,  and  was  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 


! spected  citizens  of  the  county  in  which  he  had 
passed  upward  of  half  a century.  He  died 
! February  27,  1S87,  fully  reconciled  to  the  change 
of  Worlds,  and  with  perfect  confidence  in  the 
Lord.  His  death  was  caused  by  stomach  and 
kidney  complaints  after  a sickness  of  nearly 
three  years,  during  the  last  two  of  which  he  was 
confined  to  his  room.  His  widow,  who  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Miss  Mary  Olney,  is  a daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Emerson)  Olney,  and  to 
her  he  was  married  March  12,  1857.  She  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  brother-in-law,  George 
Kimberlin,  Esq.,  of  Bowling  Green.  There 
were  no  children  born  to  the  marriage.  Mrs. 
Junkins  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  Olney  family  was  one  of  the  earl}-  and 
! conspicuous  families  of  Colonial  days.  Thomas 
Olney,  the  ancestor  of  the  Oineys  in  America, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Hertford,  Hertfordshire, 
England,  which  city  formed  a part  of  the  Parish 
of  St.  Albans,  the  seat  of  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient monasteries,  and  long  celebrated  in  Eng- 
lish history  as  the  center  of  spiritual  influence. 
He  received  a “permit  to  emigrate  to  New  Eng- 
land,” April  2,  1635,  and  came  to  Salem,  Mass., 
bytheship  “Planter.”  He  was  appointed  a sur- 
veyor in  January,  1636,  and  granted  forty  acres 
of  land  at  Jeffrey  Creek,  now  known  as  Man- 
chester, near  Salem.  He  was  made  a freeman  the 
same  year,  and  early  associated  with  those  who 
accepted  the  peculiar  views  of  Roger  Williams. 
With  a number  of  others  lie  was  excluded  from 
the  colony  March  12,  1638.  Previous  to  this, 
however,  in  company  with  Roger  Williams,  he 
visited  Narraganset  Bay  while  seeking  some 
place  where  they  might  live  outside  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Colon}-,  and  had  de- 
cided upon  the  west  side  of  the  Seekonk  river. 
Accordingly,  with  eleven  others,  they  formed  a 
new  settlement  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  which 
they  named  “Providence,”  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  their  debverance  from  their  enemies. 
They  thus  became  the  original  thirteen  proprietors 
of  Providence. 

The  father  of  Benjamin  Olney,  Stephen 
Olney,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  but  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  New  York  and  there  made 
his  permanent  home.  Benjamin  Olney.  the  son 
of  Stephen,  anti  father  of  widow  Junkins.  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county,  N V..  May  23,  1797. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  a Miss  Elizabeth 
C.  Berry,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1797.  and  to 
the  marriage  were  born:  Mary  M..  JuA  14.  1 '19, 
died  October  10,  1S20;  and  Stephen,  born  Octo- 
ber 13.  1821.  died  in  iSSS.  The  mother  oi  these 
passed  from  earth  in  1824  and  Benjamin  Olney 
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subsequently  married  Lucy  Emerson,  who  was 
born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1800,  a 
daughter  of  Broadstreet  and  Lois  (Phelps)  Em- 
erson. To  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Olney 
were  born  the  following  sons  and  daughters  who 
lived  to  be  men  and  women:  Mary,  widow  of 

Samuel  R.  Junkins;  Prof.  Edward  Olney,  a na- 
tive of  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y. , born  July  24. 
1827;  Adeliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  George 
Kimberlin;  George  E.,  born  October  24,  1832 
and  who  died  in  the  army  July  24,  1S63,  a mem- 
ber of  the  1 1 ith  Regiment,  O.  V.  I. ; Harriet, 
born  October  27,  1835,  died  November  12,  1839; 
and  Estella,  born  February  28,  1845,  died  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1873. 

Benjamin  Olney  and  family  became  pioneers 
of  Wood  county,  settling  near  Grand  Rapids  in 
1833.  He  was  a useful  citizen,  and  his  name  fre- 
quently appears  on  the  early  records  of  that  part  of 
the  county.  He  served  the  citizens  of  that  town- 
ship as  trustee,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  other 
official  relations,  and  was  associate  judge  in  Wood 
county  for  a number  of  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred near  Grand  Rapids,  April  1,  1854. 

Prof.  Edward  Olney  was  a natural-born  stu- 
dent, and  was  especially  gifted  in  mathematics. 
He  was  self-made,  fitting  himself  for  a teacher  in 
Wood  county  by  private  study,  and  here  taught 
his  first  term  in  the  district  school  when  nineteen 
years  of  age.  At  the  time  the  schools  of  Perrys- 
burg  were  graded  he  took  charge  of  the  grammar 
department,  and  subsequently  was  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  mathematics  in  the  college  at  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  and  there  remained  until  1863, 
when  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  chair  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  he 
occupied  until  his  death,  January  16,  1SS7.  He 
published  several  works,  among  which  were  the 
Olney  series  of  school  books  on  mathematics 

David  K.  McOuixn  is  well  known  throughout 
Montgomery  township  as  one  of  its  most  thorough 
going  farmers  and  prominent  citizens.  He  is  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  i860,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Ritchy)  McOuinn,  who 
came  to  this  county  from  Wyandot  county,  and 
made  their  first  location  in  Freedom  township. 
The  father  was  born  under  the  -hadow  of  the 
mountains  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  a young  man,  poor  in  this  world’s  goods, 
but  possessed  of  a pair  of  willing  hands  and  a 
determination  to  succeed  in  life.  Though  small,  he 
was  robust,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Wood  county,  owning,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  ninety  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  he  had  made  his  home 


1 for  fifteen  years,  and  placed  many  good  improve- 
ments upon  his  farm. 

The  father  was  married  after  coming  to  the 
New  World,  and  the  family  circle  included  six 
children,  namely:  James, who  died  while  young; 

Alvira,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dolene  Turner, 
and  died  at  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 

! Martin  Lein,  of  Portage  township,  Wood  county; 
William,  a farmer  in  Montgomery  township;  Cin- 
derella, wife  of  James  Lindley,  of  Fostoria;  and 
David  K. , of  this  review.  The  father  departed 
this  life  in  Montgomery  township,  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  his  wife,  who  sur- 
; vived  him  until  1S7S,  died  at  about  the  same  age. 

He  was  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  regularly 
I casting  his  ballot  in  support  of  that  party,  and, 
religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  with 
which  he  was  officially  connected. 

Since  the  death  of  the  parents,  our  subject 
and  his  brother,  William,  have  purchased  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs,  with  one  exception,  and 
now  operate  the  farm  with  good  success.  Their 
' educations  were  such  as  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  afforded,  but  their  training  at  farm 
labor  was  not  as  meager  as  their  educational  ad- 
vantages. and  they  grew  up  to  be  useful  and  re- 
| spected  members  of  society.  In  manner,  our 
; subject  is  quiet  and  conservative,  is  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  wins  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  has 
never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  per- 
forms the  duties  of  an  American  citizen,  and,  at 
the  poiis,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
which  his  brother  also  supports. 

Paul  Greulich,  an  agriculturist  of  energy 
and  ability,  who  resides  in  Section  7,  Troy  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  born  in 
! Liverpool  township,  in  1S5S,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Catherine(Weigle)  Greulich.  The  birthof  the 
father  occurred  at  Frankfort.  Germany,  and  at  the 
age  of  eight  years  accompanied  his  father.  John 
Greulich.  Sr.  .to  Medina  county,  locating  in  Liver- 
pool township.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  at  the  end  of  six  years 
returned  to  the  farm.  In  1868  he  removed  to 
Toledo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  on  Cherry  street  for  three  years,  and 
then  again  located  on  his  farm  in  Liverpool  town- 
ship. where  he  passed  his  remaining  days.  His 
wife  had  died  in  Toledo.  A brief  record  of  their 
children  is  as  follows:  Christ  died  on  the  home 
farm;  joe,  John  and  Louise,  all  died  in  Toledo; 
George  is  a resident  o>  Lorain  county,  Ohio; 
i Paul,  of  this  review;  Albert  is  engaged  in  the 
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clothing  business  at  Lorain,  Ohio;  and  Mrs. 
Minnie  Moley  is  of  the  same  city. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his 
native  township,  and  at  Toledo,  where  he  ac- 
quired a common-school  education,  and, on  start-  j 
ing  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  engaged  in  the  dry-  j 
goods  business  with  his  father.  In  1879  he 
came  to  Troy  township,  and  in  1 S90  purchased 
his  present  farm,  selling  at  that  time  fifteen  acres 
of  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  Armbruster. 
When  he  located  upon  his  land  only  twenty  of  the 
sixty  acres  had  been  cleared,  but  now’  forty-five 
acres  have  been  placed  under  the  plow.  In 
1892  he  built  a barn.  40x60  feet,  and  in  1895 
erected  his  comfortable  two-story  dwelling,  18x26 
feet,  with  an  L,  16x20  feet. 

Mr.  Greulich  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Katie  Sattler,  a native  of  Rockport,  Cuya- 
hoga Co.,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  John  Sattler, 
who  now  resides  upon  a farm  in  Perrysburg 
township,  Wood  count\ . By  this  union  one 
child  has  been  born — J.  Don. 

The  political  support  of  Mr.  Greulich  is  given 
to  the  Democratic  party.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  a trustee  of  his  township,  which  office  he 
held  for  six  years,  and  has  also  been  a member 
of  the  school  board.  He  served  as  adjuster  and 
appraiser  for  The  Lime  City  Insurance  Company. 
Socially,  Mr.  Greulich  holds  membership  with 
Perrysburg  Lodge  No.  774,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is 
pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  an  honest 
man  and  good  citizen,  and  to  general  farming 
devotes  most  of  his  time  and  attention. 

John  Sherman  holds  a good  position  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Troy  township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  in  Section  12,  and 
from  w'hich  he  derives  a comfortable  income.  He 
was  born  upon  his  present  farm  in  1851,  and  is  a 
son  of  Car!  Henry  arid  Mary  (Myrose)  Sherman. 
The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  1826,  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  when  about  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  accompanied  his  stepfather.  John  Hartman.,  to 
America.  The  latter  opened  up  a farm  in  Troy 
township,  on  which  his  death  occurred. 

P'or  about  seven  years  after  locating  in  Wood 
county,  the  father  sailed  on  the  lakes  between 
Buffalo  and  Toledo.  In  1849,  in  1Toy  town- 
ship, he  wedded  Miss  Mar\  Myrose,  who  was  also 
a native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  a daughter 
of  Frederick  Myrose.  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
township.  Both  of  her  parents  are  now  deceased. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Sherman  bought  eighty- 
seven  acres  of  wooded  land,  of  which  about  six 
acres  had  been  cleared,  and  thereon  erected  a 
log  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  until  1861, 


when  the  present  residence  of  our  subject  was 
built.  Politically  the  father  was  a Democrat,  and 
served  as  a trustee  of  Troy  township.  Upon  the 
home  farm  his  death  occurred  in  1S71,  and  there 
his  wife  died  in  rS86.  In  religious  belief  thev 
w'ere  Lutherans,  belonging  to  Salem  Church,  in 
Troy  tow'nship.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  still  living,  and  in  order  of  their  birth 
they  are  as  follows:  John,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs. 

Louisa  Hoodlebrink,  of  Woodville  township.  San- 
dusky Co.,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Julia  Niebhausmyer,  of 
the  same  township;  Mrs.  Carrie  Link,  of  Toledo. 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Sophia  Akenberger.  of  Lake  town- 
ship; Louis,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  the 
same  township:  and  Henry,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county. 

Mr.  Sherman,  of  this  review,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  home  farm,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  becoming  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  aided  in  clearing  the  land,  has  tiled  the  entire 
place,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
still  devotes  his  time  and  attention. 

In  1880,  in  Harris  township,  Ottawa  Co.. 
Ohio,  Mr.  Sherman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Nina  Gilson,  who  was  born  there,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Rictrard  and  Eliza  (Putnam)  Gilson, 
both  natives  of  New  York,  whence  they  removed 
to  Ottawa  county  in  1851,  locating  upon  an  un- 
developed farm  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness, 
where  both  parents  are  still  living.  In  connec- 
tion with  farming  the  father  also  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a millwright.  They  reared  a family  of 
five  children — George,  who  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Ottawa  county;  Mrs.  Mary  Gilson,  of 
the  same  county;  Nina,  the  wife  of  our  subject: 
Mrs.  Ella  Waldock,  of  Erie  county,  Ohio;  and 
Ebon,  of  Ottawa  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sher- 
I man  has  been  born  a daughter— -Grace. 

Our  subject’s  farm  comprises  122  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land,  and  besides  general  farm- 
ing he  is  also  engaged  in  stock  raising.  Like  his 
father  before  him,  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Troy  township,  and  has  seen  the  full 
and  complete  development  of  the  locality. 

John  C.  F.  Wansitler.  In  this  State,  mid- 
wav  between  the  east  and  the  west, are  found  the 
best  representatives  of  that  class  of  men  known 
as  self-made.  They  partake  of  the  spirit  of 
dauntless  enterprise  characteristic  of  the  latter 
section,  and  this  is  tempered  and  guided  l<\  the 
, more  conservative  methods  of  the  East  Our 
. subject  is  one  whose  success  may  be  attributed  to 
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his  own  efforts,  and  his  career  is  worthy  of  per-  | 
petuation  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  on  a farm  | 
in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  August  13,  1858, 
and  is  a son  of  Samuel  Wansitler,  also  a native 
of  Ohio,  where  for  fort}'  years  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  married,  in  Colum-  1 
biana  county,  to  Mar}'  Esther  Carr,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland,  and  during  her  girlhood  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  America.  Some  years  j 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wansitler  re- 
moved to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  where  the  mother 
died  in  June,  1862.  Several  years  passed,  and 
the  father  then  wedded  Mary  E.  Frantz.  The 
children  of  the  first  union  are  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
John  Nittrouer,  of  Columbiana  countv,  Ohio;  \ 
John  C.  F. ; Charlotte,  wife  of  Albert  Scheltz,  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  Charles,  a railroad  employe,  ! 
of  Allegheny  City.  After  residing  at  several  dif- 
ferent places,  the  father  took  up  his  residence  in 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  he  is  now  living  retired. 

In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  first  at- 
tended school,  and  his  privileges  in  this  direction 
were  somewhat  limited.  After  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  became  an  inmate  of  the  family  of 
Mr.  Boice,  where  he  remained  for  about  seven 
years.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  began  working 
for  Jesse  Dicken,  ot  Portage  township,  Wood 
county,  and  while  with  him  he  attended  school 
through  the  winter  season.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  continued  his  studies  in  Jerry  City,  Ohio,  and 
for  three  years  was  a student  in  the  school  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  Edwin  Hubbard.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  secured  a teacher's  certificate,  and 
began  teaching  in  a district  school  in  Jackson 
township,  following  that  profession  until  1891. 

Mr.  Wansitler  was  married  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, in  August.  1881,  to  Martha  M.  Mellott, 
who  was  born  August  31,  1862.  They  have 
four  children — Bertha  E. , Wellington  George, 
Sarah  E.,  and  Elias  McKinley.  They  began  i 
their  domestic  life  on  their  present  farm,  a por-  . 
tion  of  which  Mr.  Wansitler  had  purchased  pre- 
vious to  his  marriage.  He  now  owns  160  acres, 
of  which  ninety  acres  are  cleared  and  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  while  upon  the  farm  are 
three  dwellings.  He  also  owns  a very  nice  resi- 
dence in  Bowling  Green.  He  has  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  is  an  influential 
citizen  of  the  county,  whom  all  esteem.  Our 
subject  figures  quite  prominently  in  politics  as  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  a member  of  tire  count}  e>:ecutivc 
committee.  He  was  census  enumerator  in  1890, 
and  was  deputy  postmaster  under  Harrison.  In 
the  spring  of  1890  he  was  elected  constable,  but 


resigned  the  following  spring,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  township  trusree.  He  has  also  been 
chairman  of  the  school  board  for  six  years,  and 
is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  notary  public. 
Socially,  he  is  a charter  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Lodge,  of  Custar,  also  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows society  of  Jerry  City,  and  the  Encampment 
Lodge  of  Milton  Center.  He  is  a man  of  schol- 
arly attainments,  broad-minded  and  progressive 
in  his  views,  and  an  intelligent,  esteemed  gentle- 
man, whose  affable,  courteous  manner  has  won 
him  hosts  of  warm  friends  among  his  wide  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

Levi  Simon,  one  of  the  leading  pioneers  of 
Bloom  township,  is  the  oldest  living  member  of 
a family  which  has  given  to  that  township  more 
good,  substantial  citizens  than  any  other,  barring 
none.  They  have  been  farmers,  officials  and 
supporters  of  Churches  from  its  early  history,  and 
the  very  name  is  synon}'mous  with  good  citizen- 
ship. 

The  first  Amierican  ancestor  of  this  family  was 
Johann  Adam  Simon,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, who  left  Switzerland  in  1735,  when  a 
young  man,  and  after  a stormy  voyage  of  three 
months  set  foot  upon  American  soil.  Pie  located 
first  in  the  eastern  pait  of  the  colony  of  Mary- 
land, but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  when  nearly 
one  hundred  years  of  age.  Plis  love  of  civil  lib- 
erty, and  his  invincible  integrity  during  the  Colo- 
nial period,  and  the  Revolutionary  war,  subjected 
him  to  heavy  losses  and  privations,  but  his  un- 
daunted spirit  sustained  him  through  all,  and  in 
the  end  triumphed.  He  was  the  father  of  ten 
children:  Michael,  Nicholas,  Andrew,  Adam, 

Jacob,  Mrs.  Stahl,  Mrs.  Belz,  Mrs.  Dentzer. 
Mrs.  Right  and  Mrs.  Stark,  all  of  whom  reared 
large  families.  The  first  eighteen  yeais  ct  his 
married  life  were  prosperous;  but  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Narragansett  war  the  Indians  burned 
his  house  and  its  contents,  the  occupants  having 
barely  time  to  escape  with  what  clothing  they 
wore  at  the  time.  Michael,  the  eldest,  escaped, 
though  he  was  shot  at  several  times.  Andrew, 
then  a lad  of  seven  years,  was  working  in  a sugar 
camp  some  distance  from  the  house  with  said 
Michael,  and  was  captured.  He  suffered  many 
cruelties,  even  being  scaiped;  but  after  seven 
months  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  Ins 
father,  and  our  subject  remembers  seeing  Ins  de- 
nuded head. 

M ichael  S i > 1 . 1 - was 

bom  February  2,  1741.  In  1800  he  came  to 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  bought  nearly  1 200 
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acres  of  wild  land  of  Henry  Board  man,  who  at 
that  time  owned  the  entire  township.  In  1802 
he  moved  to  his  new  property,  his  son  Adam  hav- 
ing settled  upon  it  previously,  and  made  some 
improvements.  Michael  Simon  was  married  three 
times,  and  by  his  first  marriage  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: Michael,  Jr.,  Peter,  Andrew,  Adam, 

George,  Jacob,  Barbara,  Elizabeth,  Margaret, 
Ann  Mary,  Esther  and  Mary  C.  His  second  wife, 
a Miss  Alt’nans,  died  within  a year,  her  child  dy- 
ing also.  By  his  third  marriage,  to  Mrs.  Dice, 
he  had  two  sons,  Abram  and  Henry..  At  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1839,  his  descendants 
numbered  485,  sixteen  of  whom  were  in  the  fourth 
generation. 

Jacob  Simon,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  January,  1783,  the  youngest  child  of  his  fa- 
ther’s first  marriage.  His  education  was  self-ac- 
quired, without  teachers  or  even  books,  except 
the  Bible;  but  he  became  a man  of  notable  intel- 
ligence, and  be  taught  school  successfully  for 
many  years.  At  first  a Whig,  he  later  became  a 
Republican.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stemple,  a 
native  of  Preston  county,  Va. , born  in  1788.  the 
eldest  daughter  of  David  Stemple,  whose  wife 
was  a Miss  Rinehart.  Nine  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  David,  who  married  MissGamber, 
and  died  in  Mahoning  county,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Eli  Ruppert,  who  died 
in  Allen  county,  Ind. ; Delilah,  Mrs.  George 
Wormley,  who  died  in  Mahoning  county  at  the 
age  of  sixty;  Levi,  our  subject;  Stilling,  who  first 
married  Miss  Fox,  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded 
Miss  Gentholtz,  who  survives  him,  residing  at 
their  former  home  in  Bloom  township;  Gideon, 
who  married  Leah  D.  Pfister,  and  died  in  Bloom 
township  when  seventy-five  years  old;  Salome, 
the  widow  of  Moses  Webber,  of  Mahoning  coun- 
ty; Selinde  (Mrs.  John  Shaffer'.,  of  Allen  county. 
Ind. ; and  Jesse,  a farmer  of  Mahoning  county, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Williamson.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  Mahoning  county,  in  1858, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  the  mother  in  1S75  aged 
eighty-seven. 

Levi  Simon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  January  21,  1817.  He  was  remarkably 
precocious,  but  the  schools  of  his  day  and  locality 
were  poor,  and,  except  for  forty-three  days  of 
better  instruction  at  Ellsworth,  he  is  practically 
self-taught.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  his  richlv 
endowed  mind  did  not  receive  the  highest  possi- 
ble development,  as  he  has  accomplished  such 
unusual  mental  feats  with  so  little  help.  The 
rapid  and  seemingly  easy  manner  in  win  'll  he 
solved  the  most  difficult  mathematical  problems 
was  widely  noted  at  an  early  age,  and  he  has 


never  yet  found  one  which  he  could  not  solve. 
His  contributions  in  prose  and  poetry  to  various 
newspapers  have  been  read  with  interest,  .and 
| display  ability  equal  to  that  of  many  professional 
writers.  Although  he  has  been  an  industrious 
and  painstaking  farmer  throughout  his  mature 
years,  he  could  always  find  time  to  read  the 
Bible,  and  his  equal  as  a student  of  that  book  of 
books  can  seldom  be  found.  He  can  quote  an) 
passage  at  will;  in  the  expounding  of  abstruse 
texts,  many  preachers  have  found  him  a valuable 
aid  to  their  own  studies,  and  he  has  himself  de- 
livered many  sermons.  He  was  reared  a Lu- 
theran, but  on  moving  to  Wood  county,  where  no 
Church  of  that  denomination  existed,  he  joined 
the  Methodists.  As  he  was  not  encouraged  to 
express  his  honest  convictions  when  called  upon 
to  speak,  he,  therefore,  severed  his  relations  with 
them  and  attended  the  Disciples  Church,  in  which 
he  was  a preacher  tor  four  years.  His  start  m 
life  was  obtained  by  teaching  school  at  $13  per 
month,  and  clearing  land  at  meager  wages. 

On  April  18,  1844,  Mr.  Simon  was  married  in 
Trumbull  (now  Mahoning)  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Pfister,  a lady  of  German  descent,  and  a 
native  of  Youngstown,  born  October  29,  1S22, 

| daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Hewitt)  Pfister. 
They  had  ten  children  whose  names  with  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Myconius  N\,  March  3, 

1845;  Rubellus  }.,  August  9,  1846.  (a  leading 
physician  and  surgeon  at  Pemberville);  Damiette, 
December  18,  1847  (she  married  Frank  Led- 
yard,  of  Bloom  township,  and  died  August  23, 

1 8S4) ; Jerusha,  October  10,  i850  (she  died  No- 
vember 10,  1S72);  Belenia,  August  6,  1832  she 
married  D.  A.  Deal,  and  died  November  1 1 , 
1884);  Poliander,  July  22,  1856  (a  remarkable 
child,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  August  30. 
1863,  was  intellectually  equal  to  many  of  double 
his  years);  Montibello  and  Mettilene  (twins), 
March  28,  1859  (the  former  now  a farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Bloom  township;  the  latter  died 
i September  4,  1S63);  Phcebe  E.,  June  11,  1861 
i (an  unusually  gifted  child,  possessing  mental  de- 
velopment far  beyond  her  age  at  her  death,  De- 
cember 30,  1877);  and  Lima  O..  February  10. 
1863  (now  Mrs.  Jacob  Fischer,  of  Helena,  Mon- 
tana). 

For  a short  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Simon 
followed  farming  in  Mahoning  county,  but  in 
April,  1S46,  he  came  to  Wood  county  with  his 
wife  and  one  son.  traveling  by  wagon  and  spend- 
ing st  ven  days  4 . In  183 

forty  acres  of  timbcrland  in  Bloom  township, 
and  here  he  built  a log  cabin  and  lived  in  primi- 
tive sty  lo.  He  taught  school  for  one  term  in  the 
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neighborhood.  He  has  made  a success  in  life, 
owning  now  ninety  acres  of  excellent  land,  and 
has  been  a generous  supporter  of  all  philanthropic 
and  religious  enterprises.  Although  he  is  not  a 
member  of  any  sect,  he  has  contributed  toward 
the  building  of  every  church  in  Bloomdale  and 
vicinity.  Despite  his  advanced  age  he  is  as  act- 
tive  as  most  persons  twenty  years  younger,  and 
his  mental  faculties  show  no  sign  of  impairment. 
He  sympathized  in  early  years  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  since  has  been  a Republican,  but  he 
is  not  slavishly  bound  by  party  ties.  At  different 
times  ha  has  taken  an  active  share  in  local  affairs, 
and  he  served  as  township  clerk  at  a time  when 
the  records  of  that  office  had  become  very  much 
complicated,  requiring  great  skill  and  labor  to 
adjust  them.  His  wife  died  February  15,  18S9, 
after  nearly  a half  century  of  happy  wedded  life, 
and  her  mortal  remains  rest  in  the  family  burial 
lot  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 

Myconius  N.  Simon,  the  eldest  son  of  Levi 
Simon,  now  one  of  Bioomdale's  most  progress- 
ive and  public-spirited  citizens,  received  good 
educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  making 
steady  progress  from  his  first  day  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  with  Miss  Clarissa  Russell  as  his 
teacher.  After  finishing  the  course  afforded  in 
the  district  schools  he  attended  more  advanced 
classes,  and  in  1872  and  ’73  was  a successful  j 
teacher  in  Bloom  and  Perry  townships.  Later 
he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of 
Mahoning  county,  and  he  was  the  first  station 
agent  at  Bloomdale  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
railroad,  for  which  he  afterward  served  as  clerk, 
baggage  master  and  night  ticket  agent  at  Fos- 
toria.  He  was  accountant  of  the  N.  Y.  P.  & O. 
railroad  at  Youngstown  in  connection  with  the 
P.  & L.  F.  railroad.  In  religious  connection  he 
belongs  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican  with  Prohibition  ten- 
dencies, and  he  is  an  ardent  lover  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag  and  all  it  represents.  Fond  of  reading, 
he  is  a great  student  of  the  Bible,  in  which  he  is 
well  informed.  “Mac,”  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
surely  has  not  one  enemy  from  just  cause. 

Ef.er  Wilson  Junkins  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Wood  county,  dating  his 
residence  from  1858,  for  it  was  on  August  10,  of 
that  year,  that  lie  was  born  in  Weston  township. 
He  is  one  of  the  six  children  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Nancy  (Long)  Junkins,  highly  esteemed 
people  of  this  locality.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  during  the  summer  months  aided  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  and  development  of  the 
home  farm— much  of  the  work  devolving  upon 


him  as  he  wms  the  eldest  son.  He  remained  at 
home  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  then 
began  working  for  his  uncle,  Samuel  Robert  jun- 
kins, of  Weston  township,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  tw'o  years,  receiving  $220  for  the  sec- 
ond year’s  service. 

On  January  1,  1885,  in  Washington  township, 

1 was  consummated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Junkins 
i and  Miss  Annie  Eliza  Bachmann,  a native  of 
Erie  county.  Ohio,  born  November  24,  1859,  and 
a daughter  of  Charles  and  Annie  (Kistner)  Bach- 
mann, natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to 
America  when  a young  man,  and  soon  after  the 
mother  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  later  they 
became  residents  of  Wood  county.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  began  their  domestic  life  on  his 
uncle’s  farm,  renting  that  farm  for  a year,  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  of  his  father,  for 
which  he  paid  $1,000.  Of  this  tract  twenty 
acres  were  cleared,  but  Mr.  Junkins  has  made  all 
of  the  improvements  upon  the  property,  has 
cleared  off  an  indebtedness  of  $1,700,  has 
erected  a good  residence,  barns  and  other  build- 
ings, and  now  has  one  of  the  model  farms  of 
Wood  county.  The  home  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children,  namely:  Goldie  Mabel,  1 1 a Fern, 

Zardie  and  Ernest. 

Mr.  Junkins  votes  with  the  Democracy,  but 
has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests,  in  which  he  has  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess. He  has  always  been  an  advocate  of  prog- 
ress and  improvement,  and  whatever  tends  to 
benefit  the  community  receives  his  support.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  So- 
ciety, the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  the  Temple  of  Honor,  the  Patrons  of 
Industry,  and  the  Grange. 

Mai.on  Gault,  who  occupies  a fine  and  well- 
improved  farm  in  Perry  township,  is  numbered 
among  its  leading  farmers,  who  from  a small  be- 
ginning  has  built  up  one  of  the  best  homesteads 
within  its  borders.  The  residence  and  its  sur- 
roundings are  highly  creditable  to  the  proprietor, 
and  indicate  him  to  be  a man  of  industry  and 
energy,  who  has  kept  his  eyes  open  on  what  is 
going  on  in  the  world  around  him,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  most  favored  method  of  carrying 
on  agriculture. 

Like  many  of  the  men  who  have  contributed 
to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  Wood 
county,  Mr.  Gault  is  a native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  having  been  born  in  Salisbury  township. 
Lancaster  county,  November  iw«,  1831,  and  is  a 
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son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Goodman)  Gault, 
vdio  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  seven 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Our  subject  was  next  to 
die  youngest,  and  was  only  four  years  old  when 
his  mother  died,  while  at  sixteen  he  was  left  an 
orphan.  His  education  was  very  limited,  and  he 
was  early  employed  as  a farm  hand,  receiving 
$2.50  per  month  when  fourteen  years  old.  In 
1850  he  left  his  native'  State,  going  by  way  of 
Pittsburg,  Beaver,  Canton  and  Massillon,  Ohio, 
to  Perry  township,  Ashland  county,  where  for 
two  years  he  was  employed  by  Jacob  Gardner. 

In  that  township,  in  April,  1852,  Mr.  Gault 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Morr, 
who  was  there  born  June  30,  1829,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Sonda)  Morr, 
German  farming  people  who  came  from  Center 
county,  Penn.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Oliver  P. , who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 

ty-two years;  Hannah  S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  Francis  M. , a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  John  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five;  William  E.,  a farmer  of  Han- 
cock county;  and  Ezra  E.  and  Howard  W. , at 
home. 

For  a time  Mr.  Gault  rented  land  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  Ashland  county,  their  little 
home  being  meagerlv  furnished  as  most  of  his 
earnings  went  to  buy  tools  and  equipments  to 
carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  After 
renting  for  several  years,  he  became  owner  of 
twenty-nine  acres,  which  he  sold,  and  in  1864 
removed  to  Bloom  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  leased  farms  most  of  the  time.  April, 
1871,  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Perry  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  30,  which  is  still  his  home, 
though  he  has  added  to  the  amount,  and  now  has 
fifty-five  acres.  His  wife  has  ever  been  a faith- 
ful helpmeet,  and  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  He  was  first  an  Old-line 
Whig,  but  now  casts  his  ballot  regularly  with  the 
Republican  party.  For  almost  three  months 
this  worthy'  couple  visited  in  the  West,  going  to 
Denver,  Cheyenne,  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  lead- 
ing places  of  interest  in  California,  which  made 
an  enjoyable  trip. 

Samuel  E.  Brandeberry  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  in  Perry'  township,  the  operations  of 
which  he  carefully  superintends,  and  which  is 
lurgely  devoted  to  general  farming.  A native  of 
Wood  county,  he  was  born  in  Bloom  township, 
on  March  13,  1847.  The  birth  of  his  father, 
Philip  Brandeberry,  occurred  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Penn.,  January  10,  1S12,  and  he  was  a 


son  of  Philip  Brandeberry',  Sr.,  an  honored  pio- 
neer of  this  locality.  In  Wood  county  the  father 
was  married,  October  17,  1844,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Mary  Burns,  who  was  born  in 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  February  2,  1820,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Samuel  E.  and  Nancy  Burns. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  John  P.  Burns,  was  a 
schoolmate  of  George  Washington,  and  could 
relate  many  interesting  incidents  of  their  boy- 
hood day’s.  After  their  marriage  this  worthy 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Bloom  township,  which  the  father 
had  purchased,  and  eight  children  came  to  glad- 
den that  pioneer  home,  namely:  Samuel  E..  of 
this  review;  Catherine,  who  was  born  September 
18,  1848,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Minks, 
of  Center  township,  Wood  county;  Albert  and 
Allen,  twins,  born  May  2,  1850,  the  former  of 
whom  died  August  9 following,  and  the  latter  a 
farmer  of  Perry  township;  John  B.,  of  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  born  June  17,  1S52;  Nancy  J..  who 
was  born  April  14,  1854,  and  died  July  16,  1S72; 
George  W. , a farmer  of  Hancock  county.  Ohio, 
born  December  17,  1 S 5 7 ; and  David  E.,  who  was 
born  September  19,  1862,  and  was  killed  by  a 
falling  tree,  August  28,  1873.  The  last  named 
was  one  of  the  greatest  choppers  for  his  age  in 
the  township,  and  when  only  nine  years  of  age 
could  cut  down  a tree.  Although  a small  man. 
the  father  was  strong  and  energetic,  and  was  a 
great  hunter,  killing  many  deer  and  turkeys.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  afterward  a Re- 
publican. He  died  in  Bloom  township,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1876,  his  wife  on  the  27th  of  May  pre- 
vious, and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  the 
cemetery’  of  Perry  Center.  They'  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  her 
younger  days  the  mother  had  been  a school 
teacher,  her  wages  being  as  low  as  seventy-five 
cents  per  week. 

At  the  Hopewell  school  our  subject  received 
his  literary  training,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
became  a member  of  Company  E,  144th  O.  Y.  I. 
Although  they  attended  the  drills  regularly  at 
Eagleville  and  Tontogany,  Wood  county,  his 
company  was  held  in  reserve,  and  never  saw  any 
active  service.  Being  the  eldest  son,  he  was  of 
j great  assistance  to  his  parents,  and  never  left 
home  until  his  marriage. 

In  Perry'  township,  on  June  12,  1S77,  Mr. 
Brandeberry  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Tyson,  who  was  born  in  Portage  town- 
ship, April  18.  1853.  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  five 
children  of  George  and  Frances  Snyder  Tyson, 
who  came  to  this  county’  from  Columbiana  eoun- 
I ty,  Ohio.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 
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union:  Arcena,  born  April  22,  1878;  Aldia,  who 
was  born  November  14,  1880,  and  died  February 
9,  1883;  and  Rosa,  born  September  30,  1S89. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Brandeberry  located 
upon  a part  of  his  present  farm,  having  purchased 
forty  acres  in  1857,  but  now  owns  180  acres  of 
valuable  land.  On  October  3,  18S7,  he  lost  his 
barn  by  fire,  but  it  has  been  replaced  by  a more 
commodious  building,  while  all  of  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  are  of  a substantial  char- 
acter. He  is  a natural  mechanic,  having  worked 
at  the  painter’s,  carpenter's  and  mason’s  trades. 
A good  manager,  he  seems  to  get  the  best  results 
from  everything  he  undertakes,  and  has  been 
very  prosperous  in  his  business  affairs.  He  is  a 
straightforward,  honorable  citizen,  and  a sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party. 

Charles  Osterhout,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  farmers  living  in  Hull  Prairie, 
and  a gentleman  whose  genuine  worth  corn- 
mends  him  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  X.  Y. , Decem- 
ber 6,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Cather- 
ine (Nellis)  Osterhout.  When  quite  young,  our 
subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Ohio,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Huron  county.  He  worked  on  his  lather's  farm 
until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  with  the  hope  of  bettering 
his  financial  condition,  he  crossed  the  plains  to 
California. 

The  long  and  arduous  journey  across  moun- 
tains and  prairie  was  at  length  completed,  and  he 
remained  for  a year  on  the  Pacific  slope.  He 
then  returned  home,  spending  two  years  in  Ohio, 
but  in  1855  again  went  to  California,  where  he 
remained  four  years.  He  reached  this  State  in 
1859,  and  in  1 860  came  to  Wood  county,  loca- 
ting in  Middleton  township,  purchasing  1C0  acres 
of  land  on  Hull  Prairie.  Upon  this  he  made  a 
number  of  excellent  improvements.  He  after- 
ward sold  eighty  acres,  but  has  since  purchased 
sixty  acres,  and  now  has  a fine  farm  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

In  1861,  in  Erie  county,  Mr.  Osterhout  mar- 
ried Phcebe  A.  Montross,  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  have  four  children — George,  an 
oil  operator,  who  married  Anna  Whickem;  Hat- 
tie, wife  of  George  Powell,  of  Toledo;  Mae,  wife 
of  William  Powell,  of  Toledo;  and  Charles,  who 
farms  the  homestead.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily died  in  1882,  and  in  1884  our  subject  married 
Carrie  M.  Goss,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in 
1856.  They  have  two  children,  Ross  and  Helen, 
attending  school. 


For  five  years,  Mr.  Osterhout  has  served  as 
J school  director,  for  five  years  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  township  board,  was  road  supervisor 
two  years,  treasurer  of  the  township  five  years, 
and  in  all  these  offices  has  discharged  his  duties 
with  scrupulous  fidelity.  The  five  oil  wells  upon 
his  farm  add  not  a little  to  his  income,  and  he  is 
| meeting  with  success  in  his  business  dealings, 

1 while  among  his  fellow  townsmen  he  is  popular 
and  well  liked. 

William  Hammax,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  9,  1825,  died  in  Hammansburg, 
April  24.  1893,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
for  he  was  an  important  factor  in  the  work  of 
public  progress,  and  his  life  was  an  honorable 
i one.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of 
coverlet  weaving.  With  his  parents,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Koch)  Hamman,  he  removed  to  Ma- 
j honing  county,  Ohio,  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rose  Dustman.  They  loca- 
ted in  that  county,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  and  afterward 
to  Fremont,  Ohio.  Their  next  home  was  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  from  there  they  came  to 
Henry  township,  Wood  county.  While  on  a 
visit  in  Mahoning  count}’,  Mrs.  Hamman  was 
taken  ill  and  died.  Of  that  marriage  were  born 
six  children:  Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twenty  years;  Mrs.  Henrietta  Leathers,  of  Henry 
township;  Frank,  of  Michigan;  John,  of  Kansas: 
and  Lewis  and  Alice,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Hamman  was  again  married,  in  1832,  in 
Henry  township,  on  this  occasion  to  Miss  Mary 
Henning,  who  was  born  in  that  township.  Sep- 
tember 12,  1840,  a daughter  of  John  F.  and 
Elizabeth  Henning.  She  spent  her  girlhood  days 
; on  her  father’s  farm,  and  acquired  her  education 
in  a log  school  house  near  by.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  began  their  domestic  life  in  a log  cabin 
which  stood  on  the  farm,  and  his  energies  were 
devoted  to  the  development  of  his  land,  com- 
prising 160  acres.  He  continued  the  cultivation 
of  that  property  for  a number  of  years,  ami  in 
1856  he  erected  a sawmill  in  what  is  now  Ham- 
: mansburg,  named  in  his  honor,  that  he  operated 
for  twenty  years.  Selling  that  property,  he 
then  established  a grocery  store  in  Hammans- 
burg, and  later  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
town.  In  December,  1890,  he  removed  with  iu- 
wife  and  family  to  Cherokee  county,  Kans.  .when 
he  purchased  1 60  acres  of  land : but  after  two  \ <-  ms 
and  three  months  he  returned  to  the  old  home  • 
Hammansburg,  there  residing  until  his  deatn 
: In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  a fait n- 
, ful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurc! 
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and  belonged  to  that  class  of  representative  citi- 
zens who  manifest  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  All  who  knew  him  had  for 
him  the  highest  regard. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamman  were  born  eight 
children,  namely:  (i)  Lizzie  married  George 

Sterling,  of  Henry  township,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three;  she  was  the  mother  of  two 
children — Arvilla,  who  died  before  Mrs.  Sterling, 
and  Willie,  born  September  [5,  1885,  who  has 
lived  with  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Hamman.  (2)  | 
Josie  is  the  wife  of  William  Peters,  of  Henry 
township;  they  have  had  four  children — Arthur, 
Earl,  Shirley  (deceased)  and  Lola.  (3)  George  ! 
B.  married  Laura  Latham,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Lillie  and  LeRoy;  they  reside  in  Henry 
township.  (4)  Laura  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years  and  nine  months.  (5)  Louisa  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  (6)  Maud  is  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Gillespie,  and  has  one  child — Lee,  born 
March  18,  1896.  (7)  Blanche  and  (8)  Grace  are 

living  at  home.  Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs. 
Hamman  has  disposed  of  much  of  the  property, 
including  the  Kansas  farm;  but  she  still  owns 
two  houses  and  lots  in  the  town,  and  also  has  a 
house  and  lot  in  Bowling  Green.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a 
most  estimable  lady. 

Henry  Hoelter.  Among  the  prominent  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Troy  township,  who  are 
of  alien  birth,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch.  Like  others  of  his  country- 
men, he  brought  to  the  New  World  those  habits 
of  economy  and  frugality  which  are  an  inherent 
characteristic  of  his  native  land,  and  the  exercise 
of  which,  accompanied  by  industry  and  good 
management,  have  secured  him  a comfortable 
competence.  Elis  residence  is  located  in  Section 
27,  where  he  carries  on  agricultural  pursuits.  A 
native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  he  was  bornin  1846, 
at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Joe  and  Elnora 
(Boehna)  Hoelter,  also  natives  of  the  same  prov- 
ince. By  trade  his  father  was  a carpenter,  and  he 
died  in  Hanover  in  1849,  $hile  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  until  1882.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children  who  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Henry, 
who  was  drowned  in  Hanover;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Furmeyer,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Walker,  who  passed  away  in  Germany;  Mrs.  Re- 
gina Braucksick,  of  Hanover;  Frederick,  who  still 
makes  his  home  in  that  country;  and  Mrs.  Nora 
Huffman,  who  for  some  years  has  been  a resident 
of  Ross  township,  Wood  countv. 

Mr.  H oelter  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  land,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years 


decided  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, where,  he  understood,  better  opportunities 
were  afforded  young  men.  Therefore,  he  set  sail 
at  Bremen,  and  after  a voyage  of  seven  weeks, 
landed  at  New  York,  whence  he  came  direct  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  that  city,  in  1870,  he  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Anna 
Marie  Braucksick,  who  was  also  born  in  Germany, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Braucksick,  both  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  The\ 
came  to  this  county  with  our  subject,  but  are  now 
deceased.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hcel- 
ter  are  nine  children:  William,  who  is  married, 
and  engaged  in  business  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Samson  & Hoelter,  of  Luckey,  Ohio;  Lizzie, 
Anna,  Carrie,  Gus,  Henry,  Fred,  John,  and 
Dora. 

From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Cleveland,  in 
1869,  until  coming  to  Troy  township,  in  1875. 
Mr.  Hoelter  worked  at  the  trade  of  a cooper  in 
that  city.  Here  he  first  rented  land  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  township,  but  in  1879  located 
upon  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  then  par- 
tially improved.  No  buildings  stood  upon  the 
place  with  the  exception  of  a log  house  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  July,  1884,  and  the  same  year 
he  erected  his  present  comfortable  frame  resi- 
I dence.  The  land  is  now  under  a high  state  of 
! cultivation,  and  all  of  the  improvements  found 
thereon  are  of  a substantial  character,  indicating 
the  owner  to  be  a man  of  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Hoelter  uses  his  elective  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  measures  and  men  put  forward  by  the 
Democratic  party,  has  been  trustee  of  his  town- 
ship for  some  years,  and  also  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  District  No.  5.  Both  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  they  enjoy  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  the  neighborhood. 

Elisha  B.  Turner,  one  of  the  honored  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Wood  county,  was 
born  in  Fort  Ann,  Washington  Co..  N.  Y.,  in  the 
earliest  davs  of  the  history  of  that  State,  his  birth 
occurring  March  23,  1813.  His  parents  were 
Leonard  and  Dianthy  (Blakeman)  Turner.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Washington  county, 
and  subsequently  they  removed  to  Westfield,  Del- 
aware county,  the  father  following  farming.  He 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Charles,  in  Eaton 
county,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  four  years.  They  had  seven 
sons  and  five  daughters:  Leonard,  a farmer,  ut 

Delawan  < t \ . Ohio;  Elisha ; Mrs  Mai 
Green,  who  died  in  Illinois;  Laura,  wife  of  Mor- 
gan Lewis,  of  Cardington,  Morrow  county,  Ohio; 
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Joseph  A.,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Eaton  county, 
Mich.;  Charles  A.,  a farmer,  of  Bellevue,  Eaton 
county;  John,  a farmer,  of  Keokuk  county, 
Iowa;  Annis,  now  Mrs.  Bean,  of  Delaware  county, 
Ohio;  Marcella  Jane,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Louisa,  wife  of  Samuel  Sanders,  of  Kansas;  Joel, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  Delaware  county;  and 
George,  who  died  in  Huron  county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  attended  school  through  the  win- 
ter months  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
left  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  be- 
ing employed  in  a dairy  most  of  the  time  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  next  engaged 
in  clerking  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  West- 
field,  Delaware  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  soon  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  His  first 
charge  was  at  Sunbury,  where  he  remained  until 
1838,  being  ordained  at  that  place.  After  a three- 
years’  pastorate  there,  and  two  years  spent  at  Mill 
Creek,  he  was  sent  as  a missionary  by  the  Mad 
River  Baptist  Association  to  labor  in  Union,  Lo- 
gan, Champaign  and  Delaware  counties,  over 
which  he  traveled  on  horseback.  On  his  long,  j 
lonely  rides  he  made  a close  study  of  the  Bible.  I 
Efts  next  permanent  charge  was  at  New  London, 

El  uron  county,  and  after  four  years  he  went  to  I 
Monroeville,  where  he  spent  three  years. 

Mr.  Turner  was  married  in  Mill  Creek  town- 
ship, Delaware  county,  December  8,  1840,  to 
Eliza  Ann  Said,  who  died  near  Marysville,  Ohio, 
in  1845.  They  had  two  children  — Delia  P. , who 
was  born  May  3,  1842,  and  died  in  September, 
1847;  and  Louisa  jane,  wife  of  A.  J.  Munn,  of 
Weston,  Ohio.  In  Clarksfield,  Huron  county,  in 
1850,  Mr.  Turner  married  Mrs.  Catherine  (Bross) 
Shaw,  widow  of  Isaac  Shaw.  They  also  had 
two  children,  but  one  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary 
D.,  who  was  born  April  22,  1S56,  is  the  wife  of 
J.  H.  Sands,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  September 
14,  1822,  and  is  a daughter  of  Adam  and  Eliza 
(Briggs)  Bross,  the  former  a native  of  New  York 
and  the  latter  of  Connecticut. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Turner  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty 
township.  After  farming  for  a year,  he  removed 
to  Clyde,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  had 
charge. of  a Church  for  a short  time;  then  spent 
eighteen  months  in  Johnstown,  Licking  Co., 
Ohio.  He  afterward  returned  to  Liberty  town- 
ship, and,  after  selling  his  farm,  opened  a genera! 
store  in  Portage  about  1861,  following  merchan- 
dising for  four  years.  Again  he  removed  to  a 
farm,  but  after  a year  returned  to  Portage,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He,  however,  owns  thirty- 
five  acres  of  land  on  which  are  four  oil  wells. 


E'or  years  Mr.  Turner  was  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican, but  since  1890  has  affiliated  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party.  E'or  eleven  years  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  The  snows  of  many  win- 
ters have  fallen  upon  him,  but  his  kindly  bearing 
and  genial  disposition  make  him  still  young  in 
feeling  and  interests,  and  he  is  revered  and  hon- 
ored by  all. 

John1  J.  Deuble.  The  subject  of  this  his- 
tory, a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  business  capacity,  owns  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  in  Section  22,  Troy  township,  and  is  prom- 
inent among  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood 
county,  contributing  largely  to  its  reputation  by 
building  up  one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads 
within  its  borders.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  the  midst  of  his  usefulness — admired  and 
esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  en- 
joying, as  he  deserves,  a generous  portion  of  this 
world’s  goods. 

Like  a large  proportion  of  the  go-ahead  men  of 
the  county,  Mr.  Deuble  is  a native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  Liver- 
pool township,  Medina  county,  January  28,  1S40. 
His  parents,  C.  E.  and  Christina  (Kushman; 
Deuble,  were  natives  of  Germany;  but  were  mar- 
ried in  Medina  county.  In  Liverpool  township 
the  father  opened  up  a farm,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death  in  1872.  He  was  also  a 
tanner  by  trade.  The  mother  of  our  subject  had 
died  in  Medina  county,  in  1849,  leaving  seven 
children:  Frederick,  of  Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary  Hen- 

schen,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Christina  Han- 
mon,  of  Litchfield,  Medina  county;  Henry,  of 
Cleveland;  Mrs.  Sarah  Renick,  of  Havana,  Ohio: 
Charles,  of  Cleveland;  and  John  J.,  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  was  again 
married,  and  by  the  second  union  had  eight  chil- 
dren, who  are  still  living. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  Medina  county  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  sixteen,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, going  first  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed. tie  later  worked  both  in  Iowa  and  Col- 
orado, and  in  1863  located  at  Virginia  City, 
Mont.,  the  county  seat  of  Madison  county,  where 
he  entered  land  and  became  one  of  its  first  set- 
tlers. He  remained  there  until  coming  to  Wood 
county  in  1890,  carrying  on  both  stock  raising 
and  mining,  and  still  owns  a stock  ranch  of  160 
acres  in  that  State.  He  became  quite  familiar 
with  Western  life  in  all  its  phases.  In  1884  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  where  he  located  in 
1890,  and  two  years  later  built  his  good  barn. 
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40x70  feet,  while  his  comfortable  two-story 
frame  residence  was  erected  in  1893. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October,  1879,  in  Troy  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Deuble  and  Miss  Sarah  Kurfess,  who  was 
born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  30,  1849.  She 
w'as  educated  in  Wood  county,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Frederica  (Metzger)  Kurfess, 
both  natives  of  Germany.  Her  parents  were 
married  near  Cleveland,  but  removed  to  Troy 
township  at  an  early  day,  where  the  mother  died 
in  1 S 84,  and  the  father  now  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  our  subject.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deuble  have  been  born  two  children:  John  A., 

born  October  25,  1880,  and  Paul  Frederick,  born 
March  17,  1883. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  an  ardent  Democrat, 
and  religiously  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Stony  Ridge,  of  which  he  has  served  as  elder. 
They  are  frank,  open-hearted,  hospitable  people, 
and  have  made  many  warm  friends  since  taking 
up  their  residence  in  the  community. 

Matthew  Park  is  the  proprietor  of  a general 
mercantile  establishment  in  Dunbridge,  and  is  a 
prominent  factor  in  commercial  circles.  A native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  he  was  born  in  Lawrence 
county,  February  6,  1844.  His  father,  William 
Park,  was  also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a 
son  of  James  Park,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  [812.  The  former  followed  farming 
throughout  his  life,  and  in  his  native  State  mar- 
ried Delila-  Underwood,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children — Sarah,  widow  of  Eli  Reed;  Caroline, 
widow  of  A.  Steven,  and  a resident  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Matthew;  John,  who  died  in  Andersonville 
prison  during  the  Civil  war,  while  defending  the 
Union  cause;  Edwin,  a soldier  of  the  2d  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  died  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kans. ; Elizabeth 
and  Henry,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  passed  away  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1869,  and  the  mother  afterward 
came  to  Wood  county,  her  death  occurring  in 
Plain  township  in  1882. 

Mr.  Park  acquired  his  education  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  worked  on  the  home  farm  from  early 
boyhood  until  the  Civil  war  was  inaugurated. 
Loyal  to  the  Union,  and  anxious  to  aid  in  its 
preservation,  he  enlisted  in  1861,  in  an  Ohio  Cav- 
alry company  at  Lowell,  Mahoning  county.  He 
served  for  four  years,  participating  in  some 
seventy  battles  and  skirmishes,  among  them  Cold 
Harbor,  Five  Forks,  the  Wilson  raid  in  1S64, 
Sheridan’s  raid  in  1S65,  Knoxville,  Strawberry 
Plains,  Cumberland  Gap,  and  battles  of  the  Wil-  1 


derness.  He  was  at  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Ap- 
pomattox. At  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  11, 
1865,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
returned  home  with  a war  record  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Park  located  in  Mahoning  county,  where 
he  remained  for  twenty-two  years.  During  the 
war,  in  1864,  he  had  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Kramer,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  named  children:  Ed- 

mund, a farmer  of  Michigan;  Armand,  a farmer 
of  Wood  county;  Alma,  wife  of  G.  English;  Le- 
roy, Jessie,  Elsie,  Orlie,  and  Laverna.  In  1S92, 
Mr.  Park  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Marie  J.  Boyer,  a native  of  Fremont, 
Ohio.  Their  only  child  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  came  to  Wood  county  in  1879, 
locating  in  Plain  township,  where  for  two  years 
he  operated  a farm.  In  18S1  he  came  to  Mid- 
dleton township,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  which  he  operated  until  1S93,  when  he  sold 
out  and  opened  his  present  store  in  Dunbridge. 
By  close  application'  to  business,  and  honorable 
dealing,  he  has  built  up  a fine  trade,  and  thereby 
secured  a comfortable  competence.  He  belongs 
to  Robert  Stewart  Post  No.  690,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of  America.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  for  three  years,  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  regular  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Anton  Asmus.  The  fertile  lands  of  Ohio 
offer  excellent  inducements  to  those  who  wish 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  a promi- 
nent representative  of  the  farming  interests  of 
Wood  county  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  be- 
gins this  sketch.  A native  of  Germany,  he  was 
born  in  Nassau,  April  3,  1836,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Hush)  Asmus,  also  natives 
of  that  country.  He  received  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  his  time  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  eighteen  was  spent  as  a clerk 
in  a hotel.  He  then  determined  to  seek  a home 
in  America,  and-  bidding  adieu  to  friends  and 
native  land,  in  1854,  he  embarked  in  a west- 
ward-bound sailing  vessel,  which  after  forty-three 
days  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
He  at  once  made  his  way  to  Sandusky  City,  Erie 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  that  county  worked  as  a farm 
laborer  for  seven  years,  after  which  he  operated 
a rented  farm  for  five  years. 

During  that  time  Mr.  Asmus  chose  as  a com- 
panion and  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey  Miss  Cath- 
erine Shively,  daughter  of  Henry  Shively,  a Lrm- 
er  of  Seneca  county,  and  a native  of  Pennsy- 
vania.  The  lady  was  born  in  1 8 3 S , in  Seneca 
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county,  and  the  marriage  was  there  celebrated 
in  1 86  r . Six  children  graced  their  union — Sarah, 
wife  of  Henry  Philips,  of  Washington  township; 
Henry,  a farmer  of  Middleton  township,  who 
married  Catherine  Hoffman;  Mary;  John,  de- 
ceased; George,  and  Ora. 

In  1866  Mr.  Asmus  brought  his  family  to 
Wood  county,  locating  in  Middleton  township, 
where  he  purchased  a tract  of  raw  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  improved.  To  this  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  until  he  to-day  owns  a fine 
farm  of  1 10  acres.  It  has  been  drained,  plowed 
and  planted,  and  now  waving  fields  of  grain  indi- 
cate good  harvests,  and  tell  of  the  thrift  and  en- 
terprise of  the  owner.  The  home  of  the  family 
is  a beautiful  brick  residence,  which  was  erected 
at  a cost  of  $2,000.  A substantial  barn,  costing 
$1,000,  affords  ample  shelter  for  grain  and  stock, 
of  which  he  raises  considerable. 

Mr.  Asmus  has  served  as  school  director  for 
a number  of  years,  and  for  four  years  was  road 
supervisor.  His  political  support  is  given  the 
Democracy.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church 
of  Haskins,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee  for  ten 
years,  arud  also  Sunday-school  teacher  for  a sim- 
ilar period.  His  life  is  an  upright  one,  over 
which  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong,  and  he 
has  prospered  in  his  undertakings  by  use  of  the 
advantages  which  have  surrounded  him,  and 
by  industry,  good  management  and  sound  judg- 
ment. 

Samuel  Milligan.  Among  the  honored  set- 
tlers who  gave  their  energies  to  the  task  of  mak- 
ing habitable  the  waste  places  of  Wood  county, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a wealthy  retired 
citizen  of  Risingsun,  holds  a worthy  rank.  Al- 
though not  so  early  in  this  field  as  some  who  have 
happily  been  spared  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labors,  he  settled  in  an  undeveloped  spot  where 
he  contended  with  primitive  conditions  with  true 
pioneer  spirit.  He  entered  upon  life's  pilgrimage 
June  19,  1819,  in  Walnut  township,  Fairfield  Co., 
Ohio. 

William  Milligan,  his  father  was  a native  of 
Maryland,  born  August  8,  1772.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  in  early  manhood,  and  soon  after  came 
to  this  State,  locating  near  the  Ohio  river,  where 
his  first  wife  died.  He  was  married  there  for  the 
second  time,  and  later  removed  to  F*airfield 
county,  where  death  again  left  his  home  bereft. 
He  then  wedded  Miss  Ann  Crawford,  of  Fairfield 
county  (our  subject’s  mother),  who  survived  him, 
living  to  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  he  having 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  after  an  act- 
ive life  as  a pioneer  farmer.  He  was  a large,  ro- 


bust man,  with  curly  dark  hair.  There  were 
eleven  children  by  his  three  marriages  (and  five 
children — two  sons  and  three  daughters  bv  the 
last),  and  of  this  large  family  our  subject  and  his 
brother  David  are  now  the  only  survivors. 

Samuel  Milligan  was  the  youngest  son  and 
third  child  of  his  mother,  and  was  reared  as  a 
farmer’s  boy,  gaining  a much  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  farm  work  than  with  books,  al- 
though he  attended  the  schools  of  the  time  and 
locality.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
about  twenty  years  old,  when  his  father  died  and 
he  became,  in  a sense,  the  head  of  the  familv, 
being  appointed  guardian  of  his  two  younger 
sisters.  He  was  married  November  21,  1S43,  to 
Miss  Mariah  Palmer,  a native  of  Fairfield  count}-, 
and  settled  upon  a part  of  the  homestead,  where 
he  made  a home  for  his  mother  and  younger 
sisters. 

He  made  several  prospecting  trips  through 
this  portion  of  the  State,  and  in  1S34  he  rented 
a farm  in  Perry  township,  Wood  county,  to 
which  he  removed,  driving  through  from  his  old 
home  with  a wagon.  His  work  there  was  suc- 
cessful, and  in  1856  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
new  land  in  Section  35,  Montgomery  township. 
It  was  heavily  timbered,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  it  was  under  w'ater.  Wild  game  was  plenti- 
ful, and  he  has  shot  ducks  many  times  upon  his 
swamp,  and  would  then  get  his  horse  and  wade 
into  the  expanse  of  water  to  get  them.  On  that 
j same  spot  he  has  raised  as  fine  a crop  of  grain  as 
ever  ripened  in  Wood  county.  He  was  a hard 
worker,  and  his  robust  health  enabled  him  to  ac- 
complish much.  As  he  redeemed  one  piece  of 
land  from  the  wild  state  he  added  another,  until 
he  now-  owns  160  acres,  and  his  handsome  com- 
petence has  been  acquired  through  his  own  efforts, 
as  he  started  with  but  little  from  his  father's 
estate. 

Mr.  Milligan’s  first  wife  died  October  18. 
1844,  in  Fairfield  county,  leaving  one  daughter. 
Mariah  (now  Mrs.  Henry  Bennett,  of  Mercer 
county,  Ohio).  Subsequently  he  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Miss  Louisa  Tabler,  who  died  in 
Fairfield  county,  on  April  29.  1S49,  leaving  a son 
— William  (now  a farmer  of  Trego  county,  Kans. . 
of  which  State  he  was  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, serving  one  term  as  a Democrat,  and  he 
passed  seven  bills  within  the  space  of  three 
months).  Mr.  Milligan  was  again  married  Mav  20. 
1851,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Gessell,  his  present  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Fairfield  countv,  Mav  3,  1830. 
a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Gessell,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Lleven 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  John,  who 
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died  at  six  months  of  age;  Margaret  A.,  now  the 
widow  of  Joseph  Furster,  of  Fostoria;  Emma, 
who  married  Isaac  Dicken,  and  died  in  Fostoria; 
James  and  Joseph  B. , farmers  in  Montgomery 
township;  Mary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Whit- 
man, of  Oro  Grande,  Cal.;  Louisa,  married  to 
George  Arnold,  of  Montgomery  township;  Jesse, 
who  wedded  Alta  Byers,  of  Risingsun,  and  lives 
in  Perry  township;  Orvilla,  married  to  Ovid 
Byers,  of  Risingsun;  and  Arminta  and  IraJ., 
both  at  home.  Increasing  prosperity  has  en- 
abled Mr.  Milligan  to  assist  his  children  substan- 
tially, and  they  are  well-fitted  cfor  useful  places 
in  life. 

In  September,  1892,  Mr.  Milligan  bought  a 
home  in  Risingsun,  and  has  since  resided  there, 
enjoying  a well-earned  leisure.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  have  greatly  impaired  health  by 
reason  of  their  years  of  hard  work,  and  it  is  for- 
tunate indeed  that  their  later  days  can  see  the 
reward  of  their  labors.  In  spite  of  all  the  ex- 
posures and  hardships  our  subject  has  experienced, 
he  has  never  yet,  with  the  exception  of  one  oc- 
casion, required  medical  attention.  They  have 
been  members  of  the  Old-school  Baptist  Church 
for  thirty-six  years,  and  are  devout  and  consist- 
ent in  their  faith,  their  high  character,  no  less 
their  past  labors,  gaining  for  them  the  esteem  of 
all  who  know  them-  Although  Mr.  Milligan  is  a 
Democrat  on  State  and  National  issues,  he  uses 
his  judgment  as  to  the  relative  fitness  of  the  in- 
dividual candidates  in  local  politics.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  township  trustee,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  was  school  director  in  Dis- 
trict No.  7,  where  he  did  much  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education,  his  own  lack  of  opportunities 
in  youth  making  him  desire  that  the  children  of 
this  and  future  days  should  be  within  the  reach 
of  thorough  and  practical  instruction. 

John  Davis.  The  essential  qualities  of  suc- 
cess are  not  fortunate  circumstances  and  influen- 
tial friends,  but  indefatigable  energy,  industry 
that  stops  not  at  difficulties,  a resolute  purpose 
and  perseverance.  These  qualities  Mr.  Davis 
possesses,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Middleton  township.  He  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Ohio,  January  20,  1842.  His 
father,  Michael  Davis,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  married  Catherine  Basinger,  a native  of  Ger- 
many. Of  their  union  the  following  children 
were  born:  John,  Christian,  Fannie  and  Re- 

becca. The  father  died  in  Monroe  county, 
Oliio,  and  the  mother  afterward  married  Jacob 
Hiphire. 
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Mr.  Davis,  of  this  review,  spent  his  boyhood 
| in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  attending 
; school  in  the  winter  and  working  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  months,  in  Putnam  countv, 
Ohio.  When  only  eight  years  of  age,  he  was 
: thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  worked  on  a 
, farm  for  his  board  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  receiving  wages.  He  was  em- 
ployed at  farm  work  and  on  the  canals  until 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
j county,  locating  in  Middleton  township,  where 
he  purchased  seventy  acres  of  unimproved  land. 
This  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  find}'  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  to-day  he  owns  and  operates 
a valuable  farm  of  ninety  acres,  improved  with 
good  buildings. 

In  1 87 5,  in  Putnam  county,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  and  Magdalena  Mosier, 
a native  of  Allen  township,  and  a daughter  of 
John  Mosier.  One  child  graces  their  marriage — 
i Edward,  who  was  born  August  10.  1878,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  now  aids 
in  the  work  of  the  farm.  For  six  years  our  sub- 
ject has  served  as  school  director,  and  is  a warm 
friend  of  the  cause  of  education.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  with  his  family  attends  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Waterville.  Dependent  on 
his  own  resources  from  the  early  age  of  eight 
; years,  he  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  him- 
self, and  to-day  he  has  the  consciousness  of  know - 
ing  that  he  has  not  a dollar  that  he  has  not  him- 
self honestly  earned.  He  is  a popular  citizen, 

! well  liked,  and  is  deserving  of  honorable  men- 
tion in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county. 

J.  L.  Kramer,  a progressive  and  intelligent 
agriculturist  residing  near  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  February  3,  1855. 

; Levi  Kramer,  his  father,  was  a native  of  Fairfield 
: county,  born  in  1S25.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
contractor  and  builder  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  but 
in  his  later  years  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, first  in  Hancock  county,  and  then  in  Wood 
county,  where  he  died  in  1888.  He  was  married, 
in  1850,  to  Miss  Margaret  Beatty,  who  was  born 
in  Franklin  county  in  1828.  She  survives  him 
and  resides  at  the  homestead,  near  Bowling 
; Green.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Kramer’s  youth  was  spent  chiefly  in  Han- 
cock county,  and  afteracquiring  an  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  near  his  home,  he  entered  the 
j academy  at  Fostoria,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
| ated  February  3,  1881.  He  was  married  Oc- 
1 tober  28,  18S7,  to  Miss  Christiana  Ivies,  who  was 
! born  in  Huron  county,  April  8,  1867;  she  is  a 
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very  clever  woman  intellectually,  and  had  taught 
school  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage.  In  this  union 
intellect  as  well  as  heart  are  mated,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kramer  are  students  together  on  all  the 
questions  of  the  day,  and  the  best  books  and 
periodicals  are  to  be  found  in  their  happy  home. 
Both  are  prominent  workers  in  the  Wood  Coun- 
ty Farmers  Institute,  of  which  Mrs.  Kramer,  a 
lady  of  considerable  business  tact,  is  now  secre- 
tary. She  has  been  highly  complimented  by  the 
press  upon  her  able  and  scholarly  addresses  and 
papers  on  various  occasions, 

Mr.  Kramer  held  the  office  of  secretary  for 
six  years  previous  to  1889,  when  his  wife  suc- 
ceeded him.  He  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
business  man,  owning  and  operating  a farm  where 
he  puts  scientific  theories  to  the  test  of  practice. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  U.  B. 
Church  at  Portage,  taking  especial  interest  in  the 
Sunday-school,  of  which  Mr.  Kramer  has  been 
superintendent  for  six  years,  and  Mrs.  Kramer,  a 
good  musician,  is  the  organist. 

John  Mercer,  whose  well-cultivated  farm 
indicates  his  industrious  and  energetic  nature, 
was  born  April  4,  1831,  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  George  Mercer,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Wood  county,  in 
1833,  locating  in  Liberty  township,  where  his 
remaining  days  were  passed. 

Our  subject  was  therefore  only  two  years  of 
age  when  he  became  a resident  of  this  county. 
Upon  his  father’s  farm  he  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  early  becoming  familar  with 
the  labors  of  the  fields.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  three  years.  With  the 
capital  he  acquired  through  his  own  efforts,  he 
then  purchased  100  acres  of  land  in  Liberty 
township,  and  with  characteristic  energy  began 
its  development  and  improvement.  This  work 
he  continued  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  Middleton  township.  He  here 
owns  sixty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  and  a 
fine  residence  and  good  barns  add  to  its  attract- 
ive appearance,  and  make  it  a very  desirable  prop- 
erty. All  this  he  has  acquired  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  he  may  well  be  proud  of  his  well- 
merited  success. 

On  April  13,  1858,  Mr.  Mercer  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Middleton  township,  with  Amanda 
C-reps,  a native  of  Perrvsburg.  Ohio,  Frit  No-  i 
vember  26,  1833.  and  a daughter  of  David  and 
Rosanna  (All)  ('reps.  They  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  namely:  Emma  A.,  born  Feb- 


| ruary  15,  1859,  wife  of  Henry'  E.  Morris;  Sheb- 
ner  A.,  born  May  19,  1862,  a farmer  of  Liberty- 
township;  Owen,  born  June  3,  1865,  a farmer  of 
' Jackson  township;  Leonard  S.,  born  August  21, 
1871,  operating  the  old  homestead;  Milla,  born 
J November  6,  1875;  Walter,  who  was  born  Sep- 
; tember  20,  i860,  and  died  February  28,  1S64; 

; Clara  A.,  who  was  born  May  29,  1867,  and  died 
in  January,  1873;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Mercer  has  several  times  been  called  to 
public  office  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  recog- 
nize his  worth  and  ability.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  for  six  years,  was  school  director  for  ten 
years,  and  a member  of  the  township  board  of 
! education  for  eight  years.  He  belongs  to  the 
| Disciples  Church,  and  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life  he  has  been  found  true  and  faithful  to  the 
! trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his  friends  throughout 
j the  community  are  many. 

J.  H.  Westerfield,  a leading  farmer  of 
Montgomery  township,  was  born  in  Scipio  town- 
] ship,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  November  27,  1853,  son 
! of  J.  William  and  Catherine  (Overholt)  Wester- 
field, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, the  former  born  in  February,  1S11,  and 
the  latter  in  November.  1816.  In  that  country 
the  name  is  spelled  Westerfieldt.  Being  the  son 
of  poor  parents,  the  father  received  no  aid  in 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1 85 3,  with  his  little  family,  he  started  for  the 
New  World  in  hope  of  improving  his  financial 
condition.  After  a voyrage  of  seven  weeks  they 
landed  in  this  country,  and  made  their  first  home 
! in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  From  there  they'  came, 

I in  1868,  to  Wood  county,  locating  upon  a thirty- 
five-acre  tract  of  land  in  Section  2,  Montgomery 
township,  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  where 
a modest  log  cabin  served  as  their  home. 

In  the  family  were  five  children,  namely: 
Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Reuben  Kiser, 
and  died  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  March  24, 
1869;  Engle,  who  died  at  sea,  October  28,  1853, 

I while  the  family  were  coming  to  America;  J.  IT. 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William,  a farmer  of 
Montgomery  township;  and  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  PL  Wirebaugh,  of  Montgomery  township. 
The  parents  are  both  now  deceased,  the  father 
dying  October  29,  1889,  and  the  mother  January 
6,  188S,  and  rest  in  the  Bradner  cemetery’.  Re- 
ligiously’ they  were  Lutherans.  The  mother, 
who  was  strong  and  robust,  was  a g • ! weaver, 
and  was  of  great  assistance  to  her  husband  in 
early  days.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
I owner  of  a good  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  and 
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possessed  all  the  thrifty  habits  characteristic  of 
the  German  race.  His  ballot  was  cast  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  common  schools  afforded  our  subject  his 
educational  privileges,  and  his  labors  were  devoted 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  be- 
gan working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  three  years.  In  the  .spring  of  1879 
he  purchased  forty  acres  in  Section  1,  Montgom- 
ery township,  from  George  Bierly,  for  $2,000,  for 
which  he  was  compelled  to  go  in  debt  over  $ 1 , 500. 
On  laying  aside  his  trade,  he  began  working  as  a 
farm  hand  for  that  gentleman,  and  on  January  5, 
1882,  married  his  daughter,  Miss  Malinda  E. 
Bierly,  who  was  born  February  3,  1S60,  and  they 
now  have  four  children— Bertie  R. , Addie, 
Helena  and  Milo.  Mr.  Westerfield  began  his  do- 
mestic life  upon  his  forty-acre  farm,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  In  18S5  was  erected  his  com- 
fortable dwelling, and  six  years  later  his  barn  was 
built.  He  is  numbered  among  the  self-made 
men  of  Montgomery  township,  his  accumulations 
being  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  obtained  by 
self-denial  and  economy,  and  the  exercise  of  a 
naturally  good  judgment,  both  in  regard  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  business  matters.  Though 
not  strictly  partisan,  he  usually  supports  the 
Democratic  party,  and  for  nine  consecutive  years 
served  as  a member  of  the  Bradner  school  board, 
filling  that  position  when  the  new  building  at 
that  place  was  completed;  for  two  years  he  was 
president  of  the  board.  An  active  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  he  is  at  present  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  Bradner;  his  ex- 
cellent wife  belongs  to  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church. 

George  Bierly,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Westerfield, 
was  born  in  Miles  township,  Center  Co.,  Penn., 
July  17,  1819,  and  as  there  were  no  free  schools 
his  education  was  limited  to  four  weeks’  attend- 
ance at  English  schools,  but  he  received  consider- 
able instruction  at  Sunday-school.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  learned  the  wheelwright  and 
wagon-maker’s  trades.  On  April  25,  1844,  in 
Center  county,  Penn.,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Bierly  and  Miss  Sarah  Magee, 
who  was  born  in  Union  county,  that  State,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Buch- 
ner) Magee,  in  whose  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Her 
father  came  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  being 
eleven  weeks  upon  the  ocean,  and  was  married  in 
Union  county,  Penn.  By  trade  he  was  a weaver, 
making  carpets,  table  cloths,  etc.  Both  himself 


and  wife  died  in  Center  county,  Penn.,  he  at  the 
age  of  sixth-three  years,  and  she  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight. 

With  his  wife  Mr.  Bierly  came  to  Wood 
county,  April  2,  1857,  locating  on  a partially  im- 
proved tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Section  1,  Mont- 
gomery township,  for  which  he  paid  $2,700  cash, 
and  they  still  live  upon  that  place.  They  have 
now  traveled  life’s  journey  together  for  over  fifty- 
two  years,  sharing  its  jo}Ts  and  sorrows,  its  ad- 
versity and  prosperity,  and  are  still  well-pre- 
served old  people,  highly  respected  by  all  who 
know  them.  In  early  life  Mr.  Bierly  was  a 
Democrat,  but  since  Lincoln  ran  for  the  Presi- 
dency has  been  a stalwart  Republican.  His  wife 
holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  The  following  children  graced  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bierly — Alfred  and  Edward,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Cyrus,  at  home;  Nancy,  wife  of 
Peter  Plants,  of  Bradner,  Ohio;  Lorenzo  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Thomas 
N.,  of  Wood  county;  Emma  E.,  now  the 
widow  of  F.  S.  Furbrush,  of  Bradner;  and 
I Malinda  E.,  who  is  the  only  member  of  the 
family  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  j.  H. 
Westerfield,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

F.  E.  Wirebaugh,  an  agriculturist  of  energy 
and  ability,  who  is  residing  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  was  born  near  Bucyrus, 
Ohio,  May  6,  1S63,  and  when  but  a boy  was 
brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents,  X.  P.  and 
Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Wirebaugh,  who  located 
first  in  Freedom  township,  thence  removing  to 
Section  30,  Montgomery  township.  Later  they 
| took  up  their  residence  upon  a farm  in  Section 
- 17,  of  the  same  township,  and  on  selling  out 
there  located  in  Section  1 , Montgomery  township, 

; where  the  father  made  his  home  until  his  removal 
| to  Risingsun,  Ohio,  his  present  place  of  abode. 
The  mother  died  while  living  near  Bradner,  this 
State.  In  their  family  were  four  children — F. 
E. , of  this  sketch;  Charles  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  Laura,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Aldrich,  of  Toledo;  and  Bert  E.,  of  Ris- 
ingsun. Since  the  death  of  his  first  wife  the 
father  has  been  again  married. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as  the 
district  schools  near  his  home  afforded,  and  dur- 
ing the  days  of  his  youth  he  assisted  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm,  thus  becoming  familiar  . with  Ins 
chosen  calling.  On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self as  a farm  hand.  In  April,  1 88 S,  m Freeport 
township,  Mr.  W irebaugh  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  Westerfield,  who  was  born 
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June  13,  1861,  in  Scipio  township,  Seneca  Co., 
Ohio,  and  is  the  youngest  child  of  J.  William  and 
Catherine  (Overholt)  Westerfield.  One  child 
now  graces  their  union — Walter  R. , whose  birth 
occurred  December  15,  1894.  Mr.  Wirebaugh 
began  his  domestic  life  upon  a rented  farm  in 
Freedom  township,  and  later  one  year  was  passed 
upon  a rented  farm  in  Section  1,  Montgomery 
township.  In  the  springof  1891  he  removed  to 
his  present  place,  then  comprising  fifteen  acres, 
but  now  has  a fine  tract  of  thirty-five  acres,  un- 
der a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1893  he  re- 
modeled the  house,  which  was  the  old  homestead 
of  his  wife’s  people,  and  now  has  a very  comfort- 
able and  attractive  dwelling.  Besides  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  he  also  has  charge  of  two  oil 
leases,  having  a general  supervision  of  affairs  and 
looking  after  the  oil  pumping.  Mr.  Wirebaugh 
is  a decided  Democrat,  but  is  no  politician  in  the 
sense  of  office  seeking,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  his  business  interests.  An  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  man  who  has  already  won 
success,  we  feel  assured  that  he  is  destined  to  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Wood 
county.  His  estimable  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Abraham  Keefer,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers 
of  Perry  township,  and  a most  estimable  citizen, 
was  born  July  '23,  1822,  in  Orange  township, 
Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  son  of  William  and  Barbara 
(Kreps)  Keefer. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  son,  when  old 
enough  assisted  in  supporting  his  parents.  He 
went  to  school  in  Orange  township  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  which  was  then,  for  the  most  part, 
a dense  forest.  On  December  22,  1844,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina  Bare,  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Bare,  and  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. At  that  time  he  was  $25  in  debt,  and 
owned  an  axe,  a wedge  and  a wife.  He  was  to 
have,  for  the  clearing,  forty  acres  of  land  to  use 
for  ten  years.  Commencing  work  in  Section  28, 
he  secured  from  the  profits  of  this  hard  bargain  a 
beginning  in  life,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
time  he  left  the  land  and  moved  to  forty  acres  in 
Section  21,  which  he  had  bought  two  years  be- 
fore at  a cost  of  $430.  Ten  acres  of  this  were 
cleared  and  had  on  it  a log  house,  the  first  home 
he  ever  had  that  he  could  call  his  own.  From 
this  time  he  worked  and  prospered,  and  later  on 
added,  at  different  times,  forty  and  eighty  acres 
more.  In  July,  1 858,  before  the  last  purchase  of 
eighty  acres,  he  moved  to  his  present  place,  which 
then  contained  a log  hut,  and  in  July  of  the  fol- 


j lowing  year  he  moved  into  the  house  he  now 
I occupies. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefer  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Eliza  J.,  who  died  in  infancy; 

; M.  D.,  who  died  in  Perry  township  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight,  leaving  five  children;  Catherine, 

I married  to  I.  C.  Conley,  of  Perry  township;  Will- 
iam, who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Nanc}r, 

I who  died  when. seven  years  old.  The  mother  of 
these  died  April  29,  1889,  and  was  buried  at 
Center.  On  May  10,  1891,  Mr.  Keefer  married 
; Mrs.  Eliza  (Wiseman)  Frink,  a native  of  Wash- 
ington township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Sommers) 
Wiseman.  This  wife  died  May  19,  1896,  at  2.  30 
a.  m.  The  previous  day  she  had  prepared  sup- 
per for  herself  and  her  husband,  conducted  the 
1 family  worship  that  evening,  and  retired  feeling 
1 as  well  as  usual.  She  is  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Fostoria. 

Mr.  Keefer  first  voted  the  Democratic  ticket; 
but  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he 
joined  it,  and  in  1S92  again  changed  his  political 
views,  and  voted  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibition- 
ists. He  has  served  as  treasurer  and  trustee  of 
Perry  township,  as  the  choice  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a member  and  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Union  Methodist  Church,  to  which  he  has 
belonged  since  1858,  and  has  been  a class-leader 
; for  thirty-two  consecutive  years.  At  present  he 
is  one  of  the  trustees,  and  is  a most  liberal  con- 
; tributor  to  the  Church  work.  On  May  2,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  144th  Regiment,  of 
which  he  was  first  lieutenant,  doing  guard  duty 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  serving  until  August 
1 24,  1864.  He  is  a quiet  gentleman,  well-pre- 
j served,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of 
Prohibition.  He  enjoys  the  best  of  health,  and, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  “Does  not 
know  of  an  ache  or  pain.”  He  is  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  he  has  drained 
with  3,300  rods  of  tile,  and  all  but  thirty  acres 
of  which  he  has  cultivated  from  its  primitive 
| condition. 

William  Keefer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
j born  in  October,  1801,  in  Mahoning  countv. 
His  parents  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Rich- 
land county  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in 
j Orange  township  (now  Ashland  county  . Mr. 
Keefer  left  there  for  Perry  township,  where  he 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  28.  He  and  his 
wife  moved  into  a small  cabin  of  round  logs, 
with  clapboard  roof,  no  doors  nor  floors,  the 
hearth  made  of  mortar,  under  which  a ground- 
hog had  burrowed  and  made  his.  home.  The 
only  clearing  on  the  place  was  the  spot  oc- 
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c u pied  by  the  cabin.  There  was  wild  game 
in  abundance,  bears,  turkeys,  etc.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefer  were  : Abra- 

ham, our  subject;  Mary,  now  the  widow  of 
Peter  Bare,  of  Eaton  county,  Mich.  ; Barbara, 
who  married  Eli  Culbertson,  and  died  in  Eaton 
county;  Margaret,  who  married  Andrew  Burns, 
of  Eaton  county,  and  is  deceased;  Catherine,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  Hays,  and  died  in  Henry 
county,  Ohio;  John,  who  enlisted  July  30,  1862, 
in  Company  B,  111th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  in  action  at  Lenoir,  Tenn., 
November  16,  1863,  and  died  in  a Rebel  prison 
at  Richmond,  March  20,  1864;  and  Christopher, 
a farmer,  in  Perry  township.  Mrs.  Keefer  died 
October,  in  1837,  and  was  buried  in  Richland 
county.  Mr.  Keefer,  for  his  second  wife,  wedded 
Miss  Barbara  Bare,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren: Christina,  who  died  young;  Susan,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  McConnell,  and  died 
in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Sarah  (now  Mrs.  William  Fox;, 
of  Defiance  county,  Ohio;  and  Eliza  (Mrs.  Al- 
bert Becker),  who  died  in  Toledo.  Mr.  Keefer 
departed  this  life  in  Perry  township,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years;  Mrs.  Keefer  died  about  1849, 
and  both  are  buried  at  Center,  Perry  township. 
Mr.  Keefer  was  at  one  time  a Democrat,  and 
later  became  a Republican,  belonging  to  that 
party  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Pie  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church  when  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, but  as  there  was  no  Church  of  that  denomi- 
nation convenient  in  Perry  he  joined  the  Method- 
ist one.  He  was  a man  of  few  words,  a hard 
worker,  and  possessed  of  a peaceable  disposition. 

Allen  S.  Ferguson  comes  of  a family  whose 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  country  was  well 
manifested  during  the  Civil  war,  and  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  our  subject  has  been  found  true 
and  faithful  to  the  trusts  reposed  in  him.  This 
Ferguson  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  Samuel  Ferguson,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  on  the 
Emerald  Isle  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a 
young  man.  In  Pennsylvania,  he  wedded  Mary 
Mill  er,  a lady  of  German  extraction.  He  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  followed  that  business  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  at  a ripe  old  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Ferguson, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a millwright 
by  trade.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Belmont  county,  where  he  wedded 
Mary  Scroggs,  a lady  of  Scotch  descent.  For 
two  years  they  lived  in  Shepherdstown,  Ohio, 
and  then  removed  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 
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locating  near  Cumberland,  on  Conotton  creek. 
In  1833  they  came  to  Wood  county,  making  the 
journey  bv  team,  and  the  father  entered  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  33,  Jackson  township,  from 
the  government,  and  erected  thereon  a log  cabin. 
He  afterward  worked  at  his  trade  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  but  died  in  Jackson  township, 
October  28,  1S7S.  His  wife  passed  away  some 
1 years  previous.  They  had  seven  children,  namely : 
John,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township;  Allen  S. ; 
Eliza  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Demos  Leatherman, 
of  Jackson  township;  James  M.,  a farmer  of  Jack- 
son  township;  Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Jesse 
Ruff,  of  Jackson  township;  Samuel  M.,  of  Jack- 
son  township;  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wright,  de- 
f ceased.  The  father  and  all  of  his  sons  were 
soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  John  was  a member  of 
Company  G,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and  later  of  Company 
K,  iii th  O.  V.  I.  James  M.  belonged  to  Com- 
pany L,  1st  O.  FI.  A.;  and  Samuel  M.  to  Com- 
pany K,  29th  O.  V.  I. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  two  years  when  the 
parents  w'ent  to  Tuscarawas  county,  where  he 
i acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  millwright 
with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  came 
to  Jackson  township  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Leatherman,  for  whom  he  worked  during  the 
summer.  In  the  winter  he  engaged  in  hunting 
coons,  deer  and  turkeys,  and  the  game  brought 
good  prices  in  the  city  markets,  he  realizing  more 
from  this  source  of  income  than  from  any  other 
work  in  those  days. 

In  Pleasant  towmship,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
January  2S,  1 S 5 8 , Mr.  Ferguson  married  Alice 
Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  June  18,  1836.  a daughter  of  Robert  and 
Miriam  (Butler)  Mitchell.  The  family  removed 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
thence  to  Hancock  county,  and  subsequently  to 
Jackson  township,  Wood  county,  where  the  par- 
ents passed  away.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  on  a farm  in  Jackson 
township.  Mr.  Ferguson  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land,  erected  a log  cabin,  and  began  to  im- 
prove his  property;  but  when  the  war  broke  out, 
he  felt  that  his  country  needed  his  services,  and 
he  enlisted  in  Companv  G.  21st  O.  V.  I.,  at  Mc- 
Comb,  for  the  three-months'  service.  When  his 
term  had  expired  he  returned  home  and  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  a school  house. 

In  June,  1863,  Mr.  Ferguson  sold  his  first 
farm  and  purchased  forty  acres  in  Hancock  coun- 
ty, to  which  he  removed  his  family.  He  then 
re-enlisted  in  Company  L,  1st  O.  H.  A.,  and 
. going  again  to  the  front,  served  until  the 
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close  of  the  war  as  a valiant  defender  of  the 
Union  cause.  When  he  again  came  home  he 
sold  his  Hancock  county  farm,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  Jackson  township,  Wood  county, 
on  which  he  erected  two  dwellings.  He  after- 
ward traded  ten  acres  of  this  property  for  forty 
acres  of  his  father’s  land,  and  subsequently  sold 
an  additional  ten  acres.  In  connection  with  his 
brother,  J.  M.,  he  also  bought  a forty-acre  tract 
in  Jackson  township,  and  then  traded  the  land 
which  he  received  from  his  father  for  his 
brother’s  forty  acres,  so  that  he  there  had  eighty 
acres.  This  he  later  sold,  and  bought  forty  acres 
of  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  which  he 
has  since  doubled  in  extent.  In  addition  he 
owns  several  town  lots,  and  a third  interest  in 
the  opera  house  in  Hoytville,  also  eight  shares 
in  the  creamery  there.  He  is  a man  of  excellent 
business  ability,  of  sound  judgment  and  sagacity. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  have  been  born 
five  children — Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  John  L.  Tyner, 
of  Jackson  township;  Aaron  B.,  of  Hoytville; 
Myrtie  M.,  wife  of  Milton  J.  Hoot,  of  Hoytville; 
and  Maud  M.,  at  home.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a stal- 
wart Republican  and  an  active  worker  in  his 
party.  He  was  first  called  to  public  office  as 
assessor,  afterward  served  for  three  years  as 
supervisor,  for  four  years  was  trustee,  two  years 
township  clerk,  six  years  justice  of  the  peace, 
census  enumerator  in  1880,  and  for  six  years  as  | 
county  infirmary  director.  He  was  also  mayor 
of  Hoytville  for  one  term,  and  school  director 
for  a number  of  years.  In  these  various  po- 
sitions he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  that  has  won  him  high 
commendation.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  Deshler,  Ohio,  and  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  at  Hoytville,  and  holds 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  now 
living  practically  a retired  life,  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest  and  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

William  Westerfield.  Among  the  influen- 
tial and  progressive  farmers  of  Montgomery 
township  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  an 
honorable  position.  He  was  born  in  Scipio  town- 
ship, Sene.ca  Co.,  Ohio,  on  February  25,  1 S 56, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  William  and  Catherine 
(Overholt)  Westerfield,  who  brought  him  to  Wood 
county  during  boyhood.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools,  which  at  that  date 
were  not  as  far  advanced  as  at  the  present  time. 
Early  becoming  familiar  with  farm  work  upon  his 
father's  place,  he  decided  to  follow  that  vocation 
throughout  life,  and  assisted  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm  until  after  the  death  of  his  par- 


ents. For  a time  he  then  worked  for  others,  but 
in  1894  purchased  twenty  acres  in  Section  2, 
Montgomery  township,  adjoining  another  twenty- 
acre  tract,  which  was  a part  of  the  old  homestead 
belonging  to  him.  In  1891  he  erected  a very 
pleasant  house  upon  his  farm,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home,  and  devotes  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land. 

Although  Mr.  Westerfield  regularly  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  is  a stanch  supporter  of 
his  party,  he  cares  nothing  for  political  prefer- 
ment. He  is  a steady-going,  honest,  industrious 
man,  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  and  has 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
By  his  earnest,  persistent  efforts  he  has  now  se- 
cured a good  home  and  farm,  and  well  deserves 
the  success  which  has  come  to  him.  Besides  his 
farming  operations  he  has  also  worked  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  being  employed  at  tank  (building 
in  Bradner. 

Elijah  H.  Hopper,  a well-known  agricultur- 
ist of  Webster  township,  was  born  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  June  1,  1841.  His  family  is  of 
English  origin,  and  his  grandparents,  William 
and  Mary  Hopper,  were  lifelong  residents  of  the 
county  of  Kent,  England.  George  Hopper,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  there  in  1808,  and  in 
early  manhood  came  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing first  in  New  York  State,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  1830,  to  Miss  Annie  Robbins,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  June  12,  1808.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Rufus,  deceased;  Will- 
iam, deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Ly- 
man. of  Leesburg,  Ind.;  Priscilla;  James  J. ; 
Elijah  H;  Luella,  the  wife  of  Fred  Leathers,  of 
Michigan;  Augustus  H.,  a resident  of  New  York; 
and  Benjamin,  who  lives  in  Toledo.  In  1840 
our  subject’s  father  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Troy  township, 
which  he  improved.  He  was  a man  of  excellent 
qualities,  much  esteemed  by  those  who  knew 
him.  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  in  1S7S,  followed 
two  years  later  by  his  wife. 

Mr.  Hopper  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Troy  township  during  his  boyhood,  and  in  1863 
went  to  Webster  township  and  bought  ninety- 
six  acres  of  fine  land  near  Fenton,  which  he  has 
since  cultivated.  His  industry  and  frugality  have 
met  their  due  reward,  and  he  now  has  a hand- 
some residence  and  a barn  of  the  latest  model. 
He  is  chiefly  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss 
Catherine  S.  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky 
I county,  in  1S42.  They  have  had  four  children. 
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two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are 
Mary,  who  married  Adrian  Hiser,  and  Ada,  the 
wife  of  Eugene  Morris,  of  Stony  Ridge. 

In  the  year  1895,  Mr.  Hopper  lost  his  barn  and 
all  of  his  out-buildings  by  fire,  occasioned  by  com- 
bustion. He  afterward  sold  his  farm  and  pur- 
chased a vegetable  and  fruit  farm  in  Findlay, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  upon  which  he  and  his  wife 
moved,  and  where  they  still  reside. 

Mr.  Hopper  holds  a high  place  in  the  com- 
munity, and  has  held  positions  of  trust  in  the 
township  most  of  the  time  for  twenty  years.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
has'  been  influential  in  the  Sunday  school  for 
thirty-eight  years. 

William  Heuer.  In  political  office,  in  his 
business  career,  and  in  his  private  life  this  gen- 
tleman has  ever  displayed  a fidelity  to  duty  and 
high  moral  principle,  that  has  justly  gained  him 
a place  among  the  prominent  and  respected  cit- 
izens of  his  adopted  county,  and  it  is  with  pleas-  j 
ure  that  we  present  to  our  readers  the  record  of 
his  life.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  May 
25,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Mina 
(Voga)  Heuer,  also  natives  of  Prussia.  When  a 
young  man  the  father  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
German  army,  being  first  called  out  in  184S,  and 
after  that,  on  two  different  occasions.  In  the 
spring  of  1 S 5 7,  with  his  wife  and  family,  he  sailed 
from  the  Fatherland  on  the  vessel  “Marcus,”  j 
which  after  nine  weeks  and  three  days  dropped  ; 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  The  voyage 
was  a very  stormy  one,  and  the  vessel  was 
driven  far  from  its  course. 

Mr.  Heuer  took  his  family  at  once  to  Forain 
county,  Ohio,  and  purchased  twenty-five  acres  in 
Sheffield  township.  This  he  afterward  sold,  and 
bought  fifty-eight  acres  where  he  was  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  His  widow  still  lives  in  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  a life  interest  in  the  estate, 
which  was  sold  by  the  heirs  to  the  Johnson  Steel 
Company,  and  a large  plant  has  since  been 
erected  thereon.  The  children  of  the  family  were: 
William;  Julius,  of  Lorain  county;  Harvey,  who 
was  drowned  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years;  Charles,  of  Lorain  county;  Elizabeth,  wife  ! 
Andrew  Robinson,  of  Lorain  county;  Mary,  wife 
of  J.  L.  Hohn,  of  Milton  township;  and  John,  of 
Lorain  county. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  completed  it  in  the  district  schools  near 
his  early  Ohio  home.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
left  the  parental  roof,  and  engaged  in  service  on 
freight  buats  which  plied  between  the  islands  and 


Cleveland.  He  was  afterward  mate  on  a schooner 
for  five  months,  and  made  a trip  by  way  of  the 
lakes  to  Quebec,  Canada,  with  the  intention  of 
going  to  Prussia,  but  instead  re-shipped  on  the 
old  schooner,  “ Van  Volkenberg,  ” which  sailed 
for  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  stopping  at  different 
points  on  the  way.  The  ship  was  laden  with 
sugar  and  coffee,  and  at  San  Francisco  took  on  a 
cargo  of  merchandise.  His  parents  hearing  no 
news  of  him  supposed  he  had  been  lost  at  sea. 
but  after  the  two-years’  voyage  of  this  schooner 
was  over,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  in  Lorain  countv. 

Mr.  Heuer  was  married  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 
June  26,  1867,  to  Anna  Maria  Brown,  who  was 
born  in  Germany.  They  then  removed  to  Ber- 
rien county,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Heuer  purchased 
thirty-five  acres  of  land  which  he  operated  until 
1871.  when  his  buildings  and  improvements  were 
all  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then  sold  his  land  and 
returned  to  Lorain  county,  where  he  operated 
the  family  homestead  for  two  years.  He  next 
began  work  on  the  dock  at  Lorain,  as  foreman 
of  the  C.  L.  & \V.  Railroad  Co.,  and  continued 
in  the  employ  of  that  company  for  fifteen  years. 
In  October,  1887,  he  traded  his  property  there 
for  his  present  farm  of  100  acres  in  Milton 
township,  and  has  since  resided  in  Wood  coun- 
ty. Only  eieht  acres  of  this  was  then  under 
cultivation,  but  he  has  made  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  it,  erected  a fine  residence  and  good 
barns,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  yield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  his  care  and  labor. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heuer  have  been  born 
three  children — Lorenzo,  an  oil  man  of  Bays. 
Ohio;  William,"  who  is  working  in  the  oil  fields 
at  Gibsonburg,  Ohio;  and  Minnie,  at  home.  The 
family  attend  the  Disciples  Church,  of  which  our 
subject  is  a member.  In  politics  he  was  formerly 
a supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  now 
a stanch  Prohibitionist.  He  has  served  his  school 
district  as  director  for  some  years,  and  the  cause 
of  education  finds  in  him  a warm  friend,  while 
to  all  interests  calculated  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity he  gives  a liberal  support.  He  is  himseit 
a well-read  man,  and  is  ever  found  on  the  side  ot 
progress  and  advancement. 

Samuel  B.  Cessna,  an  enterprising  young 
business  man  and  agriculturist  of  Montgomery 
township,  residing  near  Risingsun,  has  already 
won  a reputation  for  his  industry,  shrewdness 
and  able  management  of  affairs.  He  was  b rn 
in  Bedford  township,  Bedford  Co.,  Penn.,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1S62,  the  son  of  James  B.  and  Mar- 
garet (Elliott)  Cessna,  and  grandson  of  James 
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Cessna  (deceased),  who  was  sheriff  of  that  : 
county  four  years,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  j 
of  the  peace  some  forty  years.  The  family  has 
had  a high  standing  in  that  locality  for  several 
generations,  and  the  members  for  the  most  part 
have  been  long  lived,  the  grandparents  of  our 
subject  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides 
having  attained  the  advanced  ages  of  over  eighty 
years. 

James  B.  Cessna,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bedford,  Bedford  Co.,  Penn.,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1S3S.  In  his  younger  days  he  taught 
school,  and  then  took  up  farming  pursuits,  in 
in  which  he  still  continues,  being  owner  of  360 
acres  of  fine  land  in  Bedford  county,  Penn.,  im- 
proved and  equipped  with  substantial  buildings. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Elliott,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
viz.:  Sylvester  T. , Samuel  B.,  Pendleton  A., 
and  Alida  Blanche,  who  died  in  her  tenth  month. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  from  earth  at  Cen- 
terville, Bedford  county,  June  6,  1896,  in  the 
sixty-second  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  in 
Bethel  M.  E.  cemetery,  in  the  Cumberland 
Valley.  She  was  a strict  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  up  to  the  time  of  her 
decease.  Mr.  Cessna  is  now  living  in  Centerville, 
Penn.,  his  business  and  public  cares  having  been 
laid  aside  some  years  ago.  In  his  active  days  he 
held  various  township  offices,  and  was  an  influ- 
ential worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

Samuel  B.  Cessna,  our  subject,  was  reared  1 
as  a farmer’s  boy,  with  the  usual  district-school 
advantages,  and  plenty  of  work  at  home.  On  at-  j 
taining  his  majority  he  came  to  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
where  some  relatives  were  living,  and  for  two 
years  rented  a farm  near  Longley,  Ohio.  .Al- 
though his  father  offered  him  1 20  acres  of  land  at 
his  early  home  in  the  Cumberland  Valley,  he 
chose  to  remain  in  this  region,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1 888  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Section  26,  Montgomery  township, 
where  in  1S93  he  built  an  elegant  residence, 
supplied  with  water  and  other  conveniences  sel- 
dom found  outside  of  cities.  Soon  after  coming 
to  this  county  he  engaged  in  various  lines  of 
work  in  the  oil  fields,  such  as  rig-building  and 
dressing  tools,  and  at  times  as  field-boss,  pumper, 
and  operator,  and  as  he  prefers  this  to  the  actual 
labor  of  the  farm  he  employs  others  to  attend  to 
• the  latter,  under  his  general  supervision.  Steady- 
going, honest,  industrious  and  progressive,  his 
success  has  been  marked,  and  he  is  regarded  as 
certain  to  become  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 

his  localitv. 

I 
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In  the  fall  of  1 -S S 3 , Mr.  Cessna  was  married 
in  Bedford,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Emma  Wertz,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Wertz,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
agriculturists  in  the  Cumberland  Valley.  Mrs. 
Cessna  is  a leading  member  of  the  Church  of 
God,  and  with  her  husband  takes  an  interest  in 
every  worthy  movement.  Socially  he  belongsto 
Risingsun  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  politically  he  is 
a Democrat  on  the  State  and  National  issues, 
but  in  local  elections  votes  for  the  “ best  man.” 

Elias  Simox  (deceased),  who  in  his  lifetime 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens 
within  the  limits  of  Bloom  township,  is  a fit  rep- 
resentative of  the  honored  family  of  that  name. 
He  was  a son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Stemple) 
Simon,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  June  7, 
1796,  the  latter  on  July  10,  1798;  they  were 

married  October  5,  1822,  and  died  May  1 5 , 1S72, 
and  April  2,  1836,  respectively. 

Mr.  Simon  was  born  August  12,  1827,  in  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  where  he  attended  an  ex- 
cellent German  school.  When  he  was  but  a few 
months  over  seventeen  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Wood  county,  accompanied  b\'  five  of 
their  children — Jonas,  Carolus,  Elias,  Abigail 
and  Joshua.  They  drove  through  the  woods 
with  three  wagons,  bringing  their  household 
goods.  Our  subject’s  father  had  met  with  finan- 
cial reverses  in  Mahoning  county,  and  he  made  a 
new  start  in  life  upon  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of 
timber  land  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  North 
Ridge  road.  A rude  log  house,  which  he  had 
built  previously,  furnished  a shelter  for  the  new- 
comers, and  their  first  meal  was  cooked  by  the 
side  of  a brush  heap.  Our  subject  did  many  a 
hard  day’s  work  in  clearing  and  breaking  the  soil 
of  this  farm,  but  he  also  found  some  time  to  at- 
tend an  English  school  on  the  old  Leathers  farm, 
where  Cornelius  Simon,  a cousin,  was  the  first 
teacher.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  to 
work  on  his  own  account,  chopping  and  clearing 
for  one  year,  and  then  working  in  a sawmill  as  a 
laborer.  His  savings  were  invested  in  120  acres 
of  land,  his  brother’s  estate,  near  Bairdstown. 
bought  from  the  heirs,  and  its  purchase  left  him 
nearl}'  $1,000  in  debt. 

On  August  2,  1855,  Mr.  Simon  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  Frankforder,  a native  of  Spring- 
field,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  born  March  15.  1837, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Kugler' 
Frankforder,  who  came  to  Wood  county  in  1S52. 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Weston  township. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  born 
May  1 1,  1805,  in  Springfield  township,  Mahoning 
county,  the  mother  born  August  1 1,  1804.  They 
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were  married  August  27,  1826;  the  former  died  i 
August  19,  1891,  at  Roca,  Neb.,  the  latter  hav-  j 
ing  passed  away  January  2,  1857,  in  Weston 
township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  The  young  couple 
began  housekeeping  upon  the  farm  which  became 
their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Simon  continued  to  : 
work  in  the  sawmill  and  carried  on  his  farm,  at 
the  same  time  hiring  some  of  the  work  done.  In 
1 S64  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  144th  O.  V.  I., 
and  was  sent  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  he  was 
on  guard  duty  until  August  22,  1864,  when  he 
was  discharged  at  Columbus. 

In  1868  he  built  a sawmill  upon  his  farm, 
and,  notwithstanding  many  predictions  of  fail- 
ure, his  energy  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business  enabled  him  to  make  a success  of  it,  and 
in  three  years  he  had  paid  off  every  obligation. 
He  has  been  noted  for  his  knowledge  of  milling  j 
machinery,  often  repairing  for  others.  In  1SS9 
he  gave  up  his  mill  to  his  sons,  Jackson  and  Del- 
ton,  who  conducted  it  for  some  time.  There  are 
two  oil  wells  upon  the  place,  producing  about 
fifteen  barrels  per  day,  and  on  this  farm  was 
drilled  the  second  gas  well  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Simon’s  right  wrist  had  been  strained  by  over-  j 
work  in  lifting,  and  he  afterward  lived  a semi- 
retired  life,  finding  much  pleasure  in  reading,  j 
He  possessed  strong  intellectual  powers,  which 
should  have  been  developed  in  youth.  In  1 S 7 S 
he  built  one  of  the  most  substantial  brick  houses 
in  the  township,  and  his  old  home  gives  evidence  j 
not  only  of  his  worldly  prosperity,  but  of  his  in- 
tellectual aspirations  and  artistic  tastes.  His 
wife  had  but  limited  educational  facilities  in  her 
youth,  but  with  ready  adaptation  she  has  availed 
herself  of  later  opportunities  at  home,  as  her 
duties  would  permit.  They  have  had  five  chil- 
dren: Mary  E.,  born  December  11,  1856,  died 

February  6,  1857;  Jackson,  born  March  16, 
1858,  now  resides  in  Hancock  county;  Delton, 
born  October  7,  1860,  is  farming  the  homestead 
and  conducting  the  mill;  Maud,  born  November 
3.  1 SG 5 , married  Frank  Elston,  of  Garrett,  Ind., 
a Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  engineer,  Chicago 
division;  and  Tressie,  born  August  9,  1875,  now  a 
successful  music  teacher,  is  at  home. 

Elias  Simon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  died 
at  ten  minutes  past  eleven  in  the  forenoon  of  Sep- 
tember 21,  1896,  of  apoplexy,  and  was  laid  tc 
rest  September  24,  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery, 
Bloom  township.  He,  as  is  also  his  widow,  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Liberal  U.  B.  Church 
°(  Bairdstown,  in  which  he  held  every  office,  and 
u'as  the  principal  financial  supporter.  When  the 
•lew  church  was  being  erected  he  loaned  a large 
S|ini  of  money,  and  afterward  cancelled  the  debt. 


Mr.  Simon  was  no  office-seeker,  but  took  a keen 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was  in  early  years 
a Republican,  but  in  later  years  voted  with  the 
Prohibition  party. 

John  Louy  is  a strictly  self-made  man,  who 
owes  his  success  in  life  to  his  individual  offorts, 
to  enterprise,  undaunted  perseverance,  and  un- 
faltering industry.  His  career  has  also  made  him 
a man  of  broad  sympathies,  and  he  is  ever  ready 
to  extend  a helping  hand  to  those  less  fortunate 
than  himself.  Mr.  Louy  was  born  September  1 1, 
1831,  in  Marzlich,  near  Trier,  Prussia,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  nine  children  born  to  Henry  and  Mar- 
garet (Kirche)  Louy.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are:  Magdalena  Clapper,  of  East  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Regina,  widow  of  George  Frische,  of  To- 
ledo; Anton}-,  a farmer  of  Milton  township; 
Peter,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Diemer, 
of  Toledo;  Henry  (1),  who  died  in  childhood; 
Henry  (2),  also  deceased;  and  Mary,  who  passed 
away.  The  father  was  a farmer  in  Prussia,  and 
in  1862  came  with  his  wife  to  America,  landing 
at  New  York,  whence  they  came  direct  to  Milton 
township,  Wood  county,  where  they  resided  some 
years.  They  then  removed  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  October,  1S67;  his 
wife  died  in  1 S7 1 . 

John  Louy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
a good  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began 
work  as  a farm  hand  at  a shilling  per  day.  He 
was  thus  employed  until  coming  to  America.  On 
April  12,  1855,  he  left  home,  sailing  from  Havre, 
France,  on  the  16th,  on  the  vessel,  “Connecti- 
cut,” which  after  thirty-three  days  reached  New 
York.  One  day,  while  crossing  the  deck,  he  fell 
down  an  open  hatchway,  and  was  picked  up  in  an 
unconscious  condition,  with  his  shoulder  broken. 
His  clothing  being  removed  in  order  to  get  at  the 
hurt,  someone  managed  to  confiscate  some  gold 
coins  he  had  sewed  inside  the  lining  of  his  vest  — 
his  only  capital.  Just  before  landing  he  sold  his 
trunk  and  bedding  for  eighteen  cents,  and  this  was 
all  the  money  he  had  with  which  to  begin  life  in 
the  New  World,  and  this  small  sum  was  expended 
for  bread.  He  then  started  for  Tiffin,  Ohio.  At 
Dunkirk.  N.  Y. , he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  some 
time,  and  while  gazing  longingly  at  the  tempting 
display  in  a restaurant  window,  the  proprietor 
came  out  and  asked  him  what  he  wanted.  He 
was  unable  to  speak  a word  of  English,  but  the 
owner  took  him  to  a house  some  distance  away 
where  a German  girl  was  working,  who  acted  as 
interpreter  between  the  two.  On  learning  that 
he  was  hungry,  the  man  took  him  back  to  the 
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restaurant  and  gave  him  a good  meal.  After 
many  hardships  he  reached  his  destination,  but 
had  to  walk  all  the  way  from  Sandusky  to  Tiffin, 
Ohio.  He  there  made  his  home  with  his  uncle, 
Nicholas  Kirche,  and  after  three  weeks  secured 
work  in  a brick  yard.  Later  he  was  employed  as 
a farm  hand,  and  in  grading  the  railroad  near 
Lima,  Ohio.  He  was  afterward  made  section  hand 
on  the  railroad,  and  subsequently  served  as  brake- 
man.  He  was  next  engaged  in  laying  track  from 
Toledo  to  Lima,  and  then  became  section  fore- 
man from  Toledo  to  Perrysburg.  To  Custar  he 
was  sent  as  section  boss,  and  in  a short  time  he 
became  express  and  station  agent  at  that  place. 
On  abandoning  that  position  he  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising, and  later  erected  a large  store  into 
which  he  put  an  extensive  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, which  he  sold  out.  He  became  inter- 
ested in  the  lumber  business,  and  at  one  time 
owned  two  sawmills  and  a stave  factory.  He 
also  bought  and  sold  800  acres  of  land,  and  has 
thus  been  connected  with  various  business  en- 
terprises. 

Mr.  Louy  was  married  in  Maumee,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1 S60,  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Ganshirt, 
who  was  born  in  Kappal-am-Rhine.  Baden,  Ger- 
many. Their  children  are:  John  Henry,  who 

was  born  September  15,  1861,  and  is  chief  train 
dispatcher  at  Lima,  Ohio;  Ellen,  born  August  4, 
1863,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Rechener,  of  Lima, 
Ohio;  Josephine,  born  March  31,  1865,  widow  of 
Frank  Drummer,  of  Lima,  Ohio;  Mary  Ann,  who 
was  born  December  23,  1867,  and  is  living  at 
Lima;  Charles,  born  June  26,  1869,  also  a resi- 
dent of  Lima;  Andrew  William,  born  March  26, 
1871,  now  a medical  student  at  Toledo,  Ohio; 
George  Albert,  born  April  20,  1873,  yard  clerk 
for  the  Dayton  & Michigan  railroad,  at  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Joseph  H.,  born  April  7,  1875,  fireman  on 
the  Dayton  & Michigan  railroad,  with  residence 
at  Lima,  Ohio;  Fred  Edwas,  born  February  21, 
1877,  at  present  engaged  in  teaching;  Frank  Al- 
bert, born  February  17,  1879,  clerking  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Co.,  at  Lima,  Ohio;  and  Genevieve 
Wilhelmina,  born  March  15,  18S1,  now  in  a con- 
vent at  Lima,  Ohio.  When  our  subject  landed 
at  Custar  in  1859,  there  was  but  one  Catholic 
family  in  the  vicinity,  that  of  Edward  Byrnes, 
and  the  first  mass  was  performed  on  the  present 
site  of  that  now  thriving  town.  Father  Bauer,  D. 
D.,  of  iFremont,  Ohio,  officiating,  later  in  an  old 
log  cabin.  Now  there  are  seventy-two  families 
who  worship  in  the  Catholic  church  at  Custar. 

Mr.  Louy  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  owns  a valuable 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Milton  township,  a large 


store  building  with  hall  rented,  and  a spacious 
and  beautiful  residence  in  Custar,  which  was 
erected  in  1872,  at  a cost  of  $5,340.00.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  has  been  treasurer 
of  Custar  for  two  years,  and  councilman  for  two 
years.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a devout  Catho- 
lic, and  has  been  trustee  of  the  Church. 

James  Kelley,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Middleton  town- 
ship, and  his  death  was  felt  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. A native  of  the  Keystone  State,  he  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county,  September  5, 
1826,  and  was  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Reed) 
Kelley,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  In  his  boyhood  days 
their  son  James  attended  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  aided  in  the  labors  of  the 
home  farm. 

In  March,  1S52,  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Kelley 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Palmer, 
who  was  born  in  that  State  June  14,  1S25.  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Palmer.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union.  Daniel,  born  June  9,  I S 5 3 , 
was  educated  in  Middleton  township,  and  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  and  in  August,  1879,  he  married  Ettie 
Chapman,  who  was  born  April  25,  1856.  a 

daughter  of  Sylvester  Chapman,  of  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio.  For  nine  years  he  has  been  an 
employe  at  the  Toledo  State  Hospital.  William, 
born  April  16,  1S57,  now  operates  the  old  home- 
stead. He  was  married  in  1S88,  to  Flora  Camm, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  April  8,  [S60, 
and  they  have  one  daughter.  Alta.  Elwood,  born 
in  Plain  township,  this  county,  July  31,  1S02. 
married  Nellie  Miller,  and  has  two  children.  He 
has  been  employed  at  the  Toledo  State  Hospital 
for  seven  years. 

The  subject  of  this  review  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Wood  county  in  1862,  and  loca- 
ted in  Plain  township,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  then  moved  to  Hancock  county,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  for  six  years.  In  1869 
he  came  to  Middleton  township  and  purchased 
seventy-two  acres  of  land,  which,  with  the  aid  of 
his  sons,  he  cleared  and  improved,  continuing  its 
cultivation  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a man  of  sterling  worth,  honorable  and  upright 
in  all  things,  was  a loyal  citizen,  a faithful  friend 
and  a loving  and  devoted  husband  and  father. 
He  served  as  school  director  of  his  township, 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  a consistent  and  earnest  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  passed  away  Janu- 
ary 5,  1S91,  and  one  more  name  was  added  to 
the  list  of  honored  dead,  but  his  memory  will  be 
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kept  green  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Kelley,  a most  estimable  lady,  has 
since  conducted  the  home  farm,  and  displays  ex- 
cellent business  ability,  while  her  many  womanly 
graces  of  character  have  won  her  high  regard. 

Henry  Sarvis.  The  life  of  this  gentleman 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  history 
of  Wood  county  since  early  pioneer  days,  and 
many  interesting  _ incidents  can  he  relate  of  the 
time  when  this  region  was  but  sparsely  settled, 
and  gave  little  indication  of  its  present  highly 
cultivated  and  properous  condition.  He  was 
born  in  England,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of 
nine  children— four  sons  and  five  daughters. 
His  father  was  a man  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances until,  through  the  failure  of  a bank,  he 
lost  much  of  his  property.  As  his  children  grew 
up  he  would  say  to  them:  “ All  I can  do  for 

you  now  is  to  give  you  a good  common-school 
education,  and  teach  you  a trade;  the  rest  you 
must  do  for  yourself.  Industry,  perseverance,  a 
wise  economy,  and  honorable  dealing  will  bring 
you  success  in  life.  Let  your  reading  be  his- 
torical and  practical,  and  take  the  Bible  for  your 
guide  through  life.”  A favorite  volume  of  the 
father’s  was  a history  of  the  United  States. 

When  Henry  Sarvis  was  a lad  of  twelve  years 
he  was  sent  to  a boarding  school  in  a farming 
country,  where  he  first  became  acquainted  with 
agricultural  life,  and  this  and  his  United  States 
history  exerted  a great  influence  on  his  after  ca- 
reer. After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in 
making  piano  keys  in  the  piano  factory,  of 
Broadwood  & Co.,  London,  until  nineteen  years 
of  age,  his  father  holding  a responsible  position 
in  that  establishment.  When  Henry  was  nine- 
teen, his  brother-in-law  had  to  go  to  Canada  to 
look  after  some  property,  and  our  subject  sailed 
with  him.  After  a short  time  spent  in  Canada, 
he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  accidentally  met 
his  brother-in-law,  and  together  they  returned  to 
England;  but  Mr.  Sarvis  had  resolved  to  save 
money  enough  to  establish  a home  in  America. 
He  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  and  soon  after- 
ward married  a farmer's  daughter,  who  proved  to 
him  an  efficient  and  capable  helpmeet  on  life’s 
journey.  An  old-time  friend,  John  Wright,  pro- 
posed to  him  that  they  come  to  America,  and 
after  consulting  with  his  wife,  Mr.  Sarvis  deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  They' 
were  also  joined  by  a boy  of  fifteen,  and  the  four 
started  for  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1044. 

On  reaching  that  city  Mr.  Sarvis  and  his  wife 
went  up  the  Hudson  river,  then  by  canal  to  Buf- 
falo, and  parted  with  their  friend,  Mr.  Wright, 
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in  Cleveland.  Leaving  their  luggage  in  Detroit, 
they  made  their  way  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Sarvis’ 
brother-in-law,  about  ten  miles  from  Chatham, 
Canada,  but  he  could  not  secure  the  land  he  had 
hoped  to  in  that  locality7,  and  so  returned  to 
Chatham.  While  sitting  outside  the  “Exchange 
Hotel,"  thinking  what  to  do  next,  he  became  en- 
gaged in  conversation  with  a gentleman  there 
who  said  he  lived  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  and  the 
i result  was  that  Mr.  Sarvis  and  his  wife  accom- 
i panied  this  gentleman  to  Wood  county7.  They 
had  a letter  of  introduction  to  a Mr.  Isaac,  living 
on  Hull  Prairie.  Their  newly-found  friend,  Mr. 
Spafford,  told  them  of  the  excellent  advantages 
afforded  by  this  country;  but  the  sight  which 
greeted  them  soon  after  their  arrival  seemed  any- 
thing but  hopeful.  For  two  days  they  remained 
in  the  hotel  at  Perrysburg,  and  the  next  morning 
started  for  the  Prairie,  about  eight  miles  distant. 
Every  few  rods,  so  deep  was  the  mud,  they  had 
to  stop  and  clear  the  wheels  before  they  could 
proceed.  It  may  well  be  imagined  that  the 
progress  was  slow,*  and  when  they  reached  the 
Prairie  its  appearance  was  much  more  that  of  a 
lake,  for  it  was  covered  with  water,  sometimes 
several  feet  deep.  They  found  the  driving 
j through  the  water,  however,  better  than  driving 
through  the  mud,  and  finally  reached  a substan- 
| tial  log  house,  all  surrounded  by  water.  On  pre- 
| senting  their  letter  of  introduction- — for  this  was 
I the  home  of  Mr.  Isaac — they  were  cordially  wel- 
j corned  in  the  true  spirit  of  pioneer  days.  The 
prospect  for  comfortable  homes  in  this  locality, 
j however,  seemed  to  be  very  poor,  but  they  were 
! assured  by  their  newly-found  friends  that  the  in- 
undation was  an  unusual  one,  and  that  they 
looked  for  a bright  future. 

The  next  morning  the  host  drove  Mr.  Sarvis 
| to  the  different  farmers  on  the  Prairie,  who  all 
! seemed  hopeful,  and  believed  they7  would  soon 
have  good  farms.  Mr.  Sarvis  purchased  eighty 
! acres  of  kind  at  $2.50  per  acre,  on  which  stood 
a log  cabin,  and  Jorty  acres  at  $1.25  per  acre. 
He  also  bought  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows, 

| and  began  breaking  the  land.  He  planted  a crop, 
j but  again  all  that  region  was  flooded,  and  in  the 
; autumn  it  was  parched  by  the  hot  August  sun. 

| For  several  years  this  was  the  condition  of  things. 

| and  the  families  were  forced  to  endure  many  hard- 
ships and  trials,  such  as  are  entirely  unknown  to 
the  settlers  of  to-day.  At  length  a meeting  was 
: called,  and  the  settlers  on  Hull  Prairie  discussed 
J the  advisability' of  draining  the  land.  Mr.  Sar\us 
i was  asked  for  his  opinion,  and  said  that  he  would 
like  two  weeks’  time  in  which  to  study  the  ques- 
! tion.  During  that  time  he  wrote  a letter  to  the 
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editor  of  the  Journal , in  connection  with  Mr. 
Isaac,  and  the  editor  requested  that  they  write  a 
communication  of  this  sort  every  other  week.  It 
was  done,  and  as  a result  the  “ditch  law”  was 
passed,  the  Prairie  was  drained,  and  was  trans- 
formed into  a most  valuable  and  productive  tract 
of  land,  its  farms  being  now  unrivaled  in  excel- 
lence and  richness.  It  was  also  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  settlers  on  Hull  Prairie  that 
the  county  fair  was  first  instituted,  and  the  -work 
of  progress  and  improvement  has  been  carried 
steadily  forward  by  them,  until  they  may  well  be 
proud  of  their  improved  homes,  and  what  they 
have  accomplished. 

Mr.  Sarvis’ first  wife  died  February  25,  1880, 
and  was  buried  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  Mr.  Sarvis 
married  Miss  Alice  Terry,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1858.  They  have  no  children.  Mrs. 
Sarvis  has  two  brothers — Thomas,  formerly  a 
surgeon  in  the  British  army,  and  now  living  in 
England;  William,  a business  man  in  England. 
There  is  also  a sister  living  there — Mrs.  Har- 
court.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sarvis  arre  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. His  well-spent  life,  and  honorable, 
upright  career  have  gained  for  him  the  warm 
friendship  of  the  neighbors,  and  the  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

John  Perrin,  the  earlier  part  of  whose  life 
was  a most  checkered  one,  is  now  a most  extensive 
land  owner  in  Middleton  township,  having  to-day 
a valuable  farm  of  500  acres,  highly  cultivated 
and  improved  with  all  the  accessories  and  con- 
veniences of  a model  farm  of  the  Nineteenth 
ceitfury.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  honored 
men  known  as  “self-made,”  who,  dependent 
upon  their  own  resources,  have  worked  their  way 
upward  from  humble  surroundings  to  positions  of 
affluence. 

Mr.  Perrin  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  near 
Pictou,  March  19,  1S2S.  His  father,  James 

Perrin,  was  also  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  of 
French  parentage,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  in  that  province.  There  he  married 
Helen  Byers,  a native  of  Scotland,  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1795,  and  they  became  parents  of  nine 
children  as  follows:  Jane,  wife  of  James  Young; 
Mary,  deceased:  John;  Josephine,  wife  of  Foster 
B.  Pratt;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Stephen 
Langell ; William,  postmaster  at  Roachton,  Wood 
county;  and  three  who  died  in  childhood.  From 
his  native  province  the  father  of  this  family  came 
to  Ohio,  afterward  removing  to  Indiana,  where 
he  and  his  wife  both  died  in  1838,  the  latter  on 
September  27,  of  that  year. 


As  will  be  seen,  our  subject  was  ten  years  old 
when  death  deprived  him  of  both  his  parents,  at 
which  time  the  children  took  up  their  residence 
in  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  spring  of  the  following  year, 
the  family  circle  being  then  broken  up,  John 
making  his  home  with  William  Russell.  With 
him  he  worked  for  his  living  some  eighteen 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  went  to 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  there  working  for  Isaac 
Ingraham,  also  eighteen  months,  but  from  him 
he  “ ran  away,”  returning  to  Perrysburg.  Here 
for  about  a year  and  a half  he  worked  for  Charles 
Shepard,  his  remuneration  being  three  dollars 
per  month,  he  part  of  the  time  attending  school, 
and  then  returned  to  Seneca  county,  where  he 
was  employed  on  the  {arm  of  a Mr.  Ingraham, 
who,  later,  removed  to  Henry  county,  our  sub- 
ject accompanying  him,  and  remaining  with  him 
till  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  All  he  claims  he 
got  from  Mr.  Ingraham  was  his  board  and  in- 
ferior quality,  and  a sparse  quantity  of  clothes, 
his  wardrobe  at  the  time  of  leaving  Ingraham's 
employ  consisting  of  but  one  suit  of  clothes. 
Nothing  daunted,  young  Perrin  hired  out  at 
$12.00  per  month,  saved  his  earnings  and  in 
course  of  time,  in  1848,  bought  120  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Henry  county,  near  Liberty  Center, 
about  the  same  time  taking  up  the  pursuit  of  fish- 
ing, which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming 
up  to  1853.  In  that  year  he  set  out  for  the  then 
“ New  Eldorado  — California— -to  try  his  luck  in 
the  gold  diggings.  He  set  out  from  St.  Louis  by 
boat  to  Council  Bluffs;  but,  the  steamer  becom- 
ing disabled,  he,  with  some  500  others,  had  to 
be  landed  in  the  woods  where  they  remained  four 
days  suffering  greatly  from  hunger.  A steam- 
boat, however,  arrived  opportunely,  and  took  the 
temporarily  marooned  adventurers  to  Independ- 
ence, Mo.,  where  Mr.  Perrin  joined  a company 
of  10 1 other  travelers  who  formed  themselves 
into  an  “outfit,”  the  entire  company  setting  out 
for  the  gold  fields  in  April.  The  journey  occu- 
pied six  months,  our  subject  walking  most  of  the 
way,  and  doing  the  hunting  for  the  party,  his 
previous  experience  in  t hat  line,  in  Ohio,  and 
general  knowledge  of  woodcraft,  proving  of  much 
value  to  the  party. 

Arriving  at  the  gold  fields,  Mr.  Perrin  imme- 
diately commenced  mining,  which  he  followed 
five  years,  not  with  much  success,  he  says,  after 
the  first  year,  at  the  end  of  that  time  taking  a 
prospective  trip  up  the  Frazer  river,  in  British 
Columbia,  where  he  mined  for  gold  three  years, 
in  this  venture  meeting  with  good  success,  and  a 
! proportionate  degree  of  adventure,  lie  there. 
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however,  experienced  the  greatest  hardships.  ! 
'['here  were  some  30,000  people  on  the  Frazer 
river,  no  law  had  been  established,  and  the  In- 
dians killed  many  whites,  while  the  whites  killed 
many  Indians  in  return,  so  that  each  man  had  to 
protect  himself.  Mr.  Perrin  relates  many  an  ex- 
citing tale  of  his  experiences,  the  Frazer  river 
itsel f , a large  stream  of  water,  in  the  springtime 
a perfect  torrent,  being  in  itself  a source  of  con- 
siderable danger,  as  it  had  to  be  navigated  with 
ymall  boats,  and  many  people  lost  their  lives  by 
drowning.  Provisions  most  of  the  time  were 
scarce,  and  death  from  starvation  was  not  infre- 
quent during  the  winter  of  1858-59.  Robbers 
were  also  a source  of  great  anxiety  to  the  gold- 
diggers,  who  had  to  hide  their  treasure  as  fast  as 
they  found  it.  In  r 86 1 Mr.  Perrin  ascended  the 
p'razer  river  as  far  as  Cariboo,  where  a new  gold  | 
field  had  been  opened  out,  and  he  there  purchased 
a rich  claim,  but  in  the  month  of  October,  that 
year,  the  snow  was  so  deep  he  could  not  work  his 
claim,  and  as  a consequence  had  to  remain  idle 
there  and  all  alone,  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed 
for  the  time,  with  nothing  to  read  save  the  labels 
on  the  cans  of  provisions  he  had  with  him;  and 
this  highly  interesting  literature  he  says  he  com- 
mitted to  perpetual  memory,  “canned  salmon,” 
“pickled  beets,”  etc.,  being  a sort  of  mental 
pabulum,  the  contents  of  the  cans  serving  for  the 
inner  man.  Here  he  remained  some  six  years, 
made  money,  and  became  the  owner  of  many 
rich  claims,  paying  for  some  as  much  as  $20,000. 
From  Cariboo  Mr.  Perrin  went  to  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territory,  intending  to  revisit  the 
P'razer  river,  but  while  in  Portland,  Ore.,  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  return  to  his  old  Ohio  home, 
which  he  did,  and  has  remained  there  ever  since. 

Much  has  been  written  about  travel  and  ad- 
venture, and  did  Mr.  Perrin's  innate  modesty  per- 
mit him  to  give  his  personal  mining  experiences 
to  the  world,  he  could  fill  a good  sized  volume 
with  exciting  scenes  and  hair-breadth  escapes 
rarely  met  with  in  a single  lifetime. 

On  his  return  home  in  1868  after  an  absence 
of  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Perrin  found  his  land  in 
Henry  county  sold,  his  relatives,  with  whom  he 
had  never  communicated,  having  given  him  up 
for  dead.  He  now,  However,  purchased  300  acres 
of  land  in  Middleton  township,  Wood  county, 
covered  with  timber  and  water.  Tiling  anddrain- 
mg  was  necessary  to  make  this  cultivable,  while 
tlie  trees  had  to  be  cleared  away  ere  crops  could 
he  planted.  Ultimately  the  boundaries  of  the 
f arm  were  extended  until  it  now  comprises  500 
acres  of  very  valuable  land,  covered  in  summer 
tune  with  waving  fields  of  grain,  and  where  the 


surrounding  good  buildings  and  modern  improve- 
ments tell  the  passer-by  of  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner. 

On  December  16,  1S91,  Mr.  Perrin  married 
May  Halbert,  a most  estimable  lady.  Her  father, 
Henry  Halbert,  was  born  in  New  York,  April  6, 
1838,  and  throughout  life  has  followed  farming.  In 
1865  he  came  to  Middleton  township,  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  a farm  which  he  yet  oper- 
ates. He  was  married  in  New  York,  to  Maria  L. 
Hogan,  who  was  born  at  Rome,  that  State,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1842.  They  have  five  children:  Har- 
riet,  born  December  27,  i860,  deceased  wife  of 
Dr.  H.  W.  Legalley;  Henrietta,  born  June  17, 
1863,  'wife  of  Oliver  Mears;  May  F. , born  August 

3,  1869,  now  Mrs.  Perrin;  Edward,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1S79;  and  Miles,  born  December  5, 
1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halbert  now  reside  in  Has- 
kins. Mrs.  Perrin  is  a graduate  of  the  Haskins 
High  School,  taught  school  some  six  years,  and  is 
an  accomplished  lady. 

To  the  Republican  party  Mr.  Perrin  gives  his 
support.  Aside  from  his  farming  interests,  he  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Perrysburg,  and  he  is 
in  all  respects  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the 
county.  His  experiences  have  been  varied;  but 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward,  and  to- 
day ranks  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community,  owing  his  success  to  persistent  labor, 
thorough  application  and  honorable  dealing. 
Pleasant  and  genial  in  manner,  he  is  very  popular 
with  all  classes,  and  together  with  his  amiable  life 
partner  commands  the  respect  of  all. 

John  Rudolph  was  born  in  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and 
Mary  (Kroeger)  Rudolph,  who  were  natives  of 
the  same  locality.  The  father  was  born  January 

4,  1815,  and  the  mother  on  January  18,  of  the 
same  year.  In  the  fall  of  1868  they  sailed  from 
Hamburg  for  New  York,  but  after  being  on  the 
water  for  twenty-six  days  the  vessel,  having  been 
damaged  by  storms,  was  forced  to  put  into  port 
at  Halifax,  where  it  remained  for  repairs  five 
days.  After  reaching  New  York,  Mr.  Rudolph 
and  his  family  came  directly  to  Cleveland.  Ohio, 
and  a year  later  to  Wood  county.  They  located 
on  forty  acres  of  wild  land  which  was  unimproved 
save  with  a log  cabin.  There  the  father  still  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits;  his  wife  died  April  2S, 
1895.  In  the  family  were  only  two  children 
John  and  Sophia,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Rossow,  of  Milton  township. 

Our  subject  attended  school  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  fifteen  years,  and  afterward  worked  at 
various  employments  until  twenty-one  years  of 
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age,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America. 
As  he  could  not  secure  work  in  Cleveland,  he 
went  to  Iowa,  where  he  secured  employment  as 
a farm  hand  at  $14  per  month,  and  board. 
After  some  time  he  returned  to  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  has  since  been  a resident  of  Wood 
eounty.  He  aided  in  clearing  his  father's  farm, 
selling  the  timber  to  the  railroad  company. 

Mr.  Rudolph  was  married  in  Custar,  May  14, 
1S79,  to  Miss  Christina  Wismer,  who  was  born 
in  Prussia,  Germany,  August  25,  1855,  ar>d  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Henning)  Wis- 
mer. They  now  have  six  children:  Frank,  a 

freight  agent  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  Fred,  Daniel, 
Mary,  Annie  and  George,  all  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rudolph  began  their  domestic  life  on  a 
forty-acre  farm  which  our  subject  purchased  of 
his  father.  He  has  made  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  this  place,  and  his  commodious  and 
pleasant  residence  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town- 
shin,  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
Flis  political  support  is  given  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  is  serving  as  trustee  and  Sun- 
day-school teacher. 

A.  George  Gallier.  The  splendid  farm 
owned  by  this  gentleman,  in  Center  township,  is 
a standing  monument  to  his  industry,  presever- 
ance and  good  management.  He  comes  under 
the  category  of  self-made  men,  having  been 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  and 
has  succeeded  only  by  the  exercise  of  his  steady, 
earnest  application  to  his  duties.  Just  at  this 
time  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  representatives 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood  county. 

Mr.  Gallier  was  born  in  Herefordshire,  Eng- 
land, February  24,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Annie  (Amond)  Gallier,  who  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Millie  F. , wife  of 

John  Jinkson,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Jane,  widow  of 
John  Dryer;  William,  a landscape  gardener,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Annie,  wife  of  Robert  Barnes,  of 
Wood  county;  Mary,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  A.  George,  of  this  sketch; 
Esther,  still  a resident  of  England;  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a common  laborer,  and  died  in  his  native 
land  in  18C6,  but  the  mother  still  makes  her 
home  in  that  country. 

Our  subject  received  a very  limited  education 
in  the  schools  of  Herefordshire,  and  w hen  a small 
boy  entered  a store  where  he  w;as  employed  for 
three  years,  receiving  one  pound  for  the  first 


year  and  two  for  the  second,  together  with  his 
board.  He  then  obtained  a position  as  page  in 
the  home  of  a wealthy  gentleman,  where  he 
remained  for  five  years,  receiving  only  his  board 
and  clothing  and  five  pounds  per  year.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  became  a hotel  clerk, 
being  thus  employed  until  reaching  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  when  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self on  a small  scale.  After  a year,  however,  at 
the  solicitation  of  a brother  who  had  previously 
located  here,  he  resolved  to  come  to  America. 
He  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  New'  World  in 
1871,  and  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  found  employment  as 
a gardener,  which  occupation  he  followed  there 
for  nine  years,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Center  township  on  forty  acres  of  un- 
improved land,  which  he  had  purchased.  This  wild 
tract  he  cleared,  ditched  and  tiled,  erecting 
thereon  a good  house,  barns  and  other  outbuild- 
ings, besides  planting  an  orchard.  To  this  later 
he  added  another  tract  of  forty  acres,  and  now 
has  eighty-two  acres  of  arable,  to  the  develop- 
ment of  which  he  gives  his  entire  attention. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land  Mr.  Gallier 
was  married  in  Herefordshire,  July  1,  1S69,  to 
Sarah  Jones,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  William,  born  July 

8,  1872;  H.  A.,  September  11,  1874;  John,  June 
28,  1876;  Monroe,  January  27,  1878;  James, 

January  2,  1 S So ; George,  November  5,  1883; 
Millie,  April  27,  1886;  Walter,  October  9,  1888; 
Mabel,  September  22,  1891;  and  Myrtle,  May  9, 
1S94.  Mr.  Gallier  is  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  politically  is  a stanch  Republican. 
For  several  years  he  has  served  as  school  direct- 
or and  president  of  the  board  of  education,  and 
is  at  present  supervisor  of  his  township,  which 
posiiion  his  son  William  filled  last  year,  having 
run  on  the  ticket  with  his  father,  and  receiving 
more  votes  than  he.  Our  subject  is  a genial, 
pleasant  gentleman,  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  he  and  his  family  attend  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

John  R.  Marwick,  a retired  farmer,  living  at 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  August  13,  1835.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Ann  Amos)  Marwick,  the  former  of 
whom,  born  in  England  in  1796,  died  there  in 
November,  1859.  The  mother  was  born  in  1792, 
and  died  in  1S53.  Religiously  she  was  a Baptist, 
and  her  husband  was  an  Episcopalian.  They 
had  twelve  children,  of  whom  four  grew  to  ma- 
turiy:  Mary  Ann  married  James  Earl,  and  is 

living  in  Australia;  she  came  from  England  to 
Wood  county,  and  then  removed  to  her  present 
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home.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  William  Walker, 
who  lives  in  England.  William  went  to  Austra- 
lia in  1853,  and  is  in  the  gold  fields  there.  John 
R.  is  our  subject. 

Mr.  Marwick  grew  up  in  England,  coming  to 
America  in  1855.  His  means  were  limited,  and 
he  walked  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Bowling  Green, 
and  went  to  work  by  the  month  on  a farm  in  the 
vicinity.  He  had  been  reared  as  a drover  in 
“ Merrie  England,"  and  found  life  here  in  the 
wilderness  hard  and  uncongenial.  In  1856  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Susanna  Wakefield,  who 
was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  July  28, 
1832.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Barley)  Wakefield,  who  came  to  America  in 
1851,  and  located  at  Monroeville,  Huron  Co., 
Ohio,  moving  from  there  in  1857  to  Wood  county, 
where  they  lived  in  Plain  township.  Mr.  Wake- 
field built  a house  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in 
1795  and  died  in  1869;  his  wife  was  born  in  179S 
and  departed  this  life  in  1885.  Six  of  their  chil- 
dren grew  to  maturity,  namely:  John,  who  died 

in  Plain  township;  Mary,  who  died  soon  after  her 
marriage;  Sarah,  married  to  John  Wills, and  now 
residing  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.;  Susanna,  wife  of  our 
subject;  William,  living  in  Bowling  Green;  and 
Lizzie  Jane,  wife  of  James  Wright,  living  in  Wes- 
ton, Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mr.  Marwick  first  settled  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  then  coming  to  Bowling  Green 
located  in  Plain  township,  and  finally  in  Wash- 
ington township,  where  they  now  own  eighty 
acres  of  land.  They  have  one  child,  William  R. , 
born  May  29,  1857,  who  married  Miss  Ella  Crum 
and  resides  in  Bureau,  Ohio;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— Earnest,  Nellie  May,  Arthur  and  Marie. 

Mr.  Marwick  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah.  They 
are  model  citizens  of  Bowling  Green,  where  they 
are  well-known  for  their  hospitality  and  philan- 
thropic works. 

Jacob  Sommers.  Among  the  worthy  citizens 
who  claim  Ohio  as  the  State  of  their  nativity, 
none  are  more  deserving  of  a conspicuous  place 
in  the  history  of  Wood  county  than  this  gentle- 
man, whose  honorable  and  well-spent  life  has 
gained  him  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact.  He  was  born  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  June  2.  1858,  and  is  a son 
of  Frederick  and  Rosana  (Groah  Sommers,  who 
came  with  their  family  to  Wood  county  in  i860. 
Our  subject  attended  the  district  school  at  Flint 


Hill,  in  Portage  township,  and  also  the  common 
schools  of  Liberty  township.  His  vacation  peri- 
ods were  spent  at  work  upon  the  home  farm,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  running  an  en- 
gine in  a sawmill,  where  he  was  employed  for 
| two  seasons.  He  afterward  worked  as  a farm 
| hand  in  Seneca  county  for  one  year,  but,  return- 
j ing  to  Wood  county,  secured  a situation  as  a 
farm  hand  with  John  Metzger,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship. Later  he  operated  the  old  homestead. 

On  March  8,  1885,  in  Portage  township,  Mr. 
Sommers  married  Ellen  Knight,  who  was  born  in 
I Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  December  27,  1864,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Warren)  Knight.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  on  the  Bradshaw  farm  in  Lib- 
erty township,  which  Mr.  Sommers  rented  for  a 
year,  and  then  returned  to  the  old  family  home- 
stead, where  he  resided  until  removing  to  his 
present  place  in  November,  1893.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  brother  Fred,  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  land.  His  home  is  a comfortable  dwell- 
! ing,  and  he  has  made  many  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  the  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sommers  have  been  born  a 
daughter,  Mabel  Matilda,  born  December  4, 
1885.  The  parents  are  active  and  leading  mem- 
bers in  the  Disciples  Church,  and  Mr.  Sommers 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Society  of  Portage. 
He  has  served  as  school  director  for  some  time, 
and  gives  a hearty  and  willing  support  to  all 
measures  calculated  to  advance  the  general  wel- 
fare, educational  or  otherwise. 

Jacob  Baley.  There  is  probably  no  man  in 
Bloom  township  wider  or  more  favorably  known 
than  this  gentleman,  who  came  to  that  section  of 
the  county  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  important  factors  in  its  progress 
and  development.  de  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Canfield  township,  Mahoning  county,  April 
19,  1820.  His  father  was  a Pennsylvanian  by 
birth,  and  married  Miss  Catherine  Sanon,  by 
i whom  he  had  nine  children,  namely:  Lavina, 

Elizabeth,  Jacob,  Eliza,  Catherine,  Peter,  Jere- 
miah, Amanda  and  John.  The  parents  departed 
this  life  in  Canfield  township,  Mahoning  county. 

Until  reaching  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eight- 
een years,  Jacob  Baley  assisted  in  the  work  on 
the  home  farm,  and  at  intervals  attended  the 
schools  of  his  day.  He  was  then  bound  out  to 
William  Lyman  to  remain  until  twentv-one  years 
old,  but  left  him  and  for  three  months  worked 
for  William  Ciger;  then  he  worked  for  Christian 
Dustman  for  seven  months,  receiving  ten  dollars 
per  month  for  his  services,  and  during  that  time 
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lost  only  two  days.  The  following  winter  he 
lived  with  Jacob  Hammon,  and  went  to  school, 
helping  with  the  work  and  doing  chores.  The 
next  spring  he  worked  several  months  for  Mr. 
Hammon,  and  at  odd  times  or  on  wet  days  young 
Baley  worked  in  the  blacksmith  shop  for  a Mr. 
Wonsetler,  and  later  on  he  arranged  with  him  to 
learn  the  trade,  and  remained  with  him  one  and 
a half  years,  then  worked  for  him  on  the  shares 
for  about  a year.  Later  he  went  to  Poland, 
Ohio,  and  worked  in  the  same  manner  for  Jacob 
Lee.  In  this  way  he  earned  money  enough  to 
buy  a partial  outfit  for  himself  (making  the  rest), 
and  began  business  at  the  four  corners  of  the 
roads  leading  to  Youngstown,  Boardman,  Can- 
field  and  Austintown,  Ohio. 

On  November  io,  1S40,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, in  Mahoning  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Catharine  (Crous) 
Simon,  born  May  6,  1822,  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1847,  Mr.  Baley  sold 
out  and  with  a small  one-horse  wagon  brought 
his  wife  and  three  children  to  Bloom  township, 
locating  in  Section  21,  where  he  had  bought 
land  the  year  previous.  On  his  eighty-acre  farm 
he  built  a log  shop,  and  his  father-in-law  brought 
his  tools  here  sometime  later.  He  had  only  re- 
ceived $14  from  his  father’s  estate,  and  by  his 
trade  earned  the  money  with  which  he  paid  for 
his  land.  The  settlers  in  this  section  were  widely 
scattered,  so  that  at  first  work  at  his  trade  was 
not  rushing,  even  though  his  patrons  came  for 
miles  around,  and  much  of  his  blacksmithing 
was  paid  for  by  his  customers  in  clearing  his  land 
for  him.  For  six  weeks  the  family  lived  at 
Bloom  Center,  while  a log  house,  16x20  feet, 
was  made  ready  for  occupancy.  He  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade,  in  addition  to  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  as  his  income  increased 
secured  more  land  until  he  was  the  owner  of  260 
acres,  but  has  now  given  160  acres  to  his  sons, 
still  retaining  the  remainder. 

For  over  fifty-five  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baley 
have  now  traveled  life’s  journey  together,  shar- 
ing with  each  other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  ad- 
versity and  prosperity,  and  they  have  reared  a 
family  of  which  they  may  justly  be  proud.  They 
are  as  follows:  Delilah,  born  November  23, 

1841,  is  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Richard,  of  Bloom- 
dale,  Ohio;  Harriet,  born  May  6,  1844,  is  now 
Mrs.  Alfred  Simon;  Mary,  born  September  13, 
1846,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Lornan,  a grain  mer- 
chant of  Newmarket,  Iowa,  John  is  a prominent 
resident  of  Wood  county;  Martha  A.,  born 
August  28,  1851,  is  the  widow  of  Alfred  Stephens, 
of  Knobnoster,  Mo. ; Amanda,  born  November  5, 


1853,  is  the  wife  of  Byron  Frederick,  of  Bloom 
township;  Simon  C.  is  a leading  citizen  of  Wood 
county;  Lucy  A.,  born  June  11,  1S5S,  married 
D.  L.  Kunkler,  and  died  October  26,  1894  (the 
first  death  in  the  family);  and  Olive  E.,  born 
August  1,  i860,  is  now  Mrs.  Morrison  Brunstet- 
! ter,  of  Butler,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Baley  is  a fine  specimen  of  physical  man- 
hood, being  six  feet  and  one  inch  in  height,  and 
weighing  185  pounds,  and  though  he  is  still  quite 
! active,  in  his  younger  days  he  was  very  strong, 
being  able  to  perform  a big  day’s  work  very 
easily.  He  still  engages  in  blacksmithing  to  a 
limited  extent.  He  has  always  voted  the  Dem- 
i ocratic  ticket,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
i as  school  director  of  District  No.  5,  supervisor 
I and  treasurer  for  three  years.  He  is  truly  a self- 
made  man,  and  there  are  no  more  highly  respected 
i citizens  in  Wood  county  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lacob 
Baley. 

W.  T.  Thomas,  M.  D.  This  prominent  phy- 
sycian  and  surgeon,  who,  at  this  writing  (1S96), 
is  filling  the  responsible  office  of  mayor  of  North 
Baltimore,  is  one  of  the  best-known  citizens  of 
Wood  county,  where  for  many  years  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  matters.  A politician, 
like  a poet,  seems  to  be  “born,  not  made,”  and 
the  peculiar  qualifications  which  fit  a man  to  fill 
the  many  arduous  and  trying  positions  belonging 
to  an  active  public  life  must  be  inherent  in  his 
nature  to  make  him  successful  in  such  a career. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  November  28,  1851.  His  father,  Levi 
Thomas,  was  a native  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  native  land  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  faith,  being  a Roman  Cath- 
olic. He  came  to  America  in  1846,  finally  set- 
tling in  Ohio.  He  married  Susan  Lawrence,  who 
was  born  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  and,  in  1853,  the 
family  came  to  Wood  county,  where  they  located 
in  Henry  township.  The  father  died  December 
21,  1850,  the  mother  in  1895.  The  paternal 
grandmother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  near  Wau- 
seon,  Ohio,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  105  years. 

Our  subject  did  not  learn  to  speak  the  Eng- 
lish language  until  he  was  ten  years  old.  He 
then  entered  a select  school  at  Weston,  also  at- 
tending one  at  South  Toledo,  and  learned  so 
rapidly  that  when  seventeen  years  old  he  began 
teaching.  This  occupation  he  followed  some 
eleven  years,  in  the  meantime  studying  medicine. 
He  was  graduated  from  Starling  Medical  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  May,  1881,  after  a three- 
years’  course,  and  soon  after  located  in  North 
Baltimore,  where  he  built  up  a successful  prac- 
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tice.  Under  the  term  of  President  Harrison, 
Hr.  Thomas  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
city,  serving  as  such  four  years,  until  the  oppos- 
ing political  party  came  into  power. 

Ur.  Thomas  has  always  had  a penchant  for 
politics,  and  is  by  nature  intended  for  a leader 
among  men.  He  served  as  clerk  of  Henry  town- 
ship for  eight  years,  and  resigned  the  office  of 
mayor  to  accept  the  Federal  appointment  as  post- 
master. He  had  been  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican Executive  Committee  of  Wood  county  for 
three  terms,  and  a member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee  a number  of  times.  He  has  re- 
peatedly been  a delegate  to  Congressional  and 
Gubernatorial  Conventions,  and  in  other  ways 
has  for  years  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  politics  of  the  city,  county  and  State.  He  is 
a man  of  ability,  keen  foresight  and  shrewd 
judgment,  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  people 
to  a large  degree.  After  resigning  his  position 
as  postmaster,  in  1893,  he  attended  the  Chicago 
Polymlinic,  in  which  he  took  a post-graduate 
course.  He  is  very  popular  in  the  community, 
and  has  an  extensive  practice.  The  Doctor  is  a 
contributor  to  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Brief. 

By  his  first  marriage,  to  Miss  Nancy  De  Rode, 
Dr.  Thomas  had  two  children:  Jessie  and  Susan. 
His  present  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  July 
2,  1888,  was  Miss  Flora  Clough,  who  was  born 
in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  March  12,  1S59.  They 
have  one  child,  Bertha,  born  July  29,  1891. 
Dr.  Thomas  is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  F. , 
the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

James  Johnston  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  Portage  township  who,  by  developing  a good 
farm  from  the  forest,  has  materially  aided  in  its 
growth.  He  has  met  with  a well-deserved  suc- 
cess in  his  calling,  and  his  fine,  well-orderedfarm 
(pleasantly  situated  in  Section  9),  with  its  care- 
fully cultured  fields,  its  neat  buildings,  and  all 
their  surroundings,  denote  the  skillful  manage- 
ment, industry  and  well-directed  labors  of  the 
owner. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Johnston,  our  subject,  oc- 
curred Richland  county,  Ohio,  March  1,  1819, 
and  he  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Humphrey') 
Johnston,  the  former  a native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent,  but  born 
in  Pennsylvania  three  weeks  after  the  landing  of 
her  parents  in  this  country.  When  a young  man 
the  father  came  to  the  United  States  and  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania.  Before  the  war  of 
1812  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  participated  in  that 
struggle  under  Gen.  Harrison.  By  occupation 

he  was  a farmer,  and  about  1816  removed  to 
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Richland  county,  becoming  one  of  its  earliest 
1 settlers.  His  family  consisted  of  the  following 
i children:  Thomas  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Jen- 

i nie,  who  was  never  married,  died  at  the  age  of 
j sixty  years;  Fannie  married  William  Underwood, 
and  died  in  Portage  township;  Cynthia  first 
wedded  James  Scott,  and  later  married  Edward 
Coyne,  w'ho  died  in  Libby  prison;  James  comes 
next;  William  died  in  Portage  township,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1895;  John  lives  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Robert 
died  in  Portage  township;  and  Cyrus  resides  in 
Illinois. 

In  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
! James  Johnston  began  his  education,  and  in 
! April,  1S37,  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood 
| county,  locating  in  Section  10,  Portage  town- 
j ship,  where  his  father  had  entered  480  acres  of 
land  some  y'ears  before.  They  made  the  trip  by- 
wagon,  driving  the  stock,  and  their  first  home 
here  was  made  of  round  logs.  Here  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  and  the  mother  at  the 
| age  of  sixty-seven  y'ears.  Their  remains  were 
interred  in  Sargent  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was 
j a Whig,  and  always  attended  religious  services, 
his  sympathies  being  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  he  was  baptized  when  a child, 
though  he  never  joined  any  denomination. 

James  continued  his  studies  in  the  village  cf 
Portage  after  coming  to  this  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  left  home,  beginning  work  as 
a farm  hand.  He  also  drove  stock  east  of  the 
mountains  in  Pennsylvania.  On  March  16,  1843, 
in  Portage  township,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
wfith  Miss  Susanna  Durler.  who  was  born  in 
Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  April  29,  1824,  and 
when  five  years  old  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Unkey)  Durler. 
They  embarked  on  a sailing  vessel  at  Havre, 
France,  which,  after  a voyage  of  seventy-five 
days,  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
Their  first  location  was  in  Starke  county,  Ohio: 
later  they'  removed  to  Tuscarawas  county,  and 
in  1S37  settled  in  Portage  township,  Wood 
! county,  in  Section  2.  The  parents  both  died  in 
Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Johnston  was  one  ol 
their  family  of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  is  entirely  self-educated,  having 
never  attended  a school  a day,  but  taught  herself 
to  read. 

On  the  farm  which  his  father  had  entered  in 
Section  9,  Portage  township,  Mr.  Johnston  began 
his  domestic  life,  and  there  has  continuously 
resided,  with  tin  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
the  village  of  Portage  The  home  was  brightened 
by  the  presence  of  seven  children:  John,  born 

January  12,  1844,  is  a farmer  of  Portage  town- 
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ship;  James,  born  June  i,  1846,  was  killed  by  a 
falling  tree  in  June,  1867,  in  a storm,  while  on 
his  way  home  from  Indiana;  Lewis,  born  Decem- 
ber 1 1,  1849,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Cyrus, 
born  July  28,  1853,  is  an  agriculturist  of  Portage 
township;  Parsida,  born  March  4,  1856,  is  now 
Mrs.  Aaron  Crom,  of  Portage  township;  William, 
born  November  16,  1858,  carries  on  farming  in 
Center  township.  Wood  county;  and  Mary  E. , 
born  September  29,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Sterling,  of  Henry  township,  this  county. 

The  parents  are  faithful  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
for  over  forty  years  as  steward.  They  have 
traveled  life’s  journey  together  for  more  than  half 
a century,  sharing  its  joys  and  sorrows,  successes 
and  reverses,  and  throughout  the  county  they  are 
widely  known  and  highly  respected.  As  a repre- 
sentative man  of  the  community,  and  an  old  pio- 
neer, Mr.  Johnston  stands  pre-eminent,  and  his 
public-spiritcdness  and  charity  are  proverbial. 
Idis  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate,  and  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  joined  its 
ranks.  He  has  served  as  supervisor  and  school 
director  in  District  No.  2. 

Charles  Bateman  Saxby,  editor  of  the  Wood  \ 
County  Herald , of  Weston,  is  conducting  the 
paper  with  signal  ability  and  success,  and  holds  a 
prominent  position  among  the  young  journalists 
•of  Ohio,  none  of  whom  have  better  prospects  for 
a brilliant  future  in  their  chosen  career.  He  is  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  at  West  Millgrove 
February  8,  1865,  the  fourth  in  the  family  of  five 
children  born  to  Bateman  H.  and  Martha  H. 

( Musser ) Saxby. 

His  father  was  born  at  Normanton,  on  the 
river  Trent,  England,  Thursday,  July  6,  1,826. 
He  left  his  native  place  on  Sunday,  May  13, 
1855,  at  10  A.  M.,  and  on  the  22nd  of  the  same 
month  boarded  the  sailing  vessel  “Calhoun,” 
bound  for  America.  He  arrived  at  Austinburg, 
Ohio,  Wednesday,  July  iS,  and  the  following 
fall  removed  to  Fostoria,  where  he  worked  at  the 
tailor’s  trade  until  October,  1864,  at  which  time 
he  went  to  West  Millgrove.  While  living  in 
Fostoria  he  was  made  a Mason,  becoming  a char- 
ter member  of  Fostoria  Lodge.  In  1 S 5 7 he 
started  on  a tour  through  the  Western  States, 
and  after  his  return  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
on  Wednesday,  October  13,  1858,  with  Miss 
Martha  Henrietta  Musser.  He  conducted  a tailor 
shop  and  grocery  at  West  Millgrove,  but  in  1SS5 
gave  up  the  former.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  but  was  not  permitted 


to  serve  on  account  of  disability,  though  he  drilled 
with  the  home  guards.  He  made  the  old  silk 
battle  flag  of  the  noted  49th  Regiment.  His 
death  occurred  at  West  Millgrove,  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1S92.  His  wife,  who  was  born  at 
Deerfield,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  Sunday,  December 
16,  1838,  removed  with  her  parents  to  West 
Millgrove  in  1853,  and  still  makes  her  home 
there.  Before  her  marriage  she  taught  school  in 
this  county.  She  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  but  only 
two  survive:  Charles  B.,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  review,  and  Edgar  Allen  Saxby,  a drug- 
gist of  Pemberville,  Ohio,  who  was  born  at  Fos- 
toria Wednesday,  July  8,  1S63,  and  is  a regis- 
tered pharmacist;  he  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  grand  trustee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Ohio. 

Jacob  Musser,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  Petersburg,  Ohio,  in  1803, 
and  in  1824  was  married  to  Miss  Syndonia  Gar- 
rison, whose  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1808.  The\'  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Saxby  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
Mr.  Musser  located  in  the  wilderness  of  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  at  Deerfield,  when  the  wolves  were 
so  numerous  that  they  would  howl  about  the 
cabin,  and  even  look  in  at  the  windows.  In  1845 
he  removed  to  Ravenna,  Ohio,  and  eight  years 
later  became  a resident  of  West  Millgrove,  this 
county.  By  trade  he  was  a blacksmith,  and  he 
followed  that  occupation  all  through  life.  In  1827 
he  was  elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  Second  Rifle 
Company  of  the  First  Regiment,  Second  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division  in  the  Ohio  Militia,  and  was  aft- 
erward made  captain,  being  sworn  into  service 
Monday,  August  30,  1830,  by  Samuel  D.  Harris, 
brigadier-general  of  that  brigade.  All  his  old 
military  papers  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
brother  of  our  subject.  He  died  at  West  Mill- 
grove, Friday,  February  1 1,  1870,  and  his  wife 
departed  this  life  Thursday,  March  10,  18S4,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

The  early  life  of  Charles  B.  Saxby  was  spent 
at  West  Millgrove,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  during  vacations  worked  in  his 
father’s  store  or  upon  farms,  very  seldom  being 
found  out  of  employment.  During  the  summer 
months  of  1882  and  1S83  he  served  an  apprent- 
iceship with  a house  painter.  On  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1884,  he  went  to  Weston,  where  he 
secured  a position  on  the  paperwhich  he  now  edits, 
and  commenced  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,- work- 
ing four  months  for  nothing,  and  paying  His  own 
personal  expenses  with  the  exception  of  h:s  board. 
S.  E.  Burson  was  at  that  time  proprietor  of  the 
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paper.  When  Mr.  Saxby  arrived  in  Weston  he 
was  possessed  of  $1.05,  having  refused  to  accept 
financial  assistance  from  his  father,  as  he  desired 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  as  his  father 
had  done  before  him.  After  serving  four  months 
he  received  a salary  of  $3  per  week  for  two  years, 
and  industriously  stuck  to  his  position  until  his  | 
apprenticeship  expired.  On  Saturday,  January 
1,  1887,  Mr.  Saxby,  through  the  assistance  of 
Judge  Frank  M.  Young,  secured  a position  on  the 
Wood  County  Gazette , published  then  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio,  and  on  that  paper  remained  until 
Saturday,  March  2,  18S9,  working  for  A.  W.  Ru-  ! 
dulph,  its  able  editor  and  manager.  He  held 
every  position  from  “ cub,”  to  solicitor,  reporter 
and  collector. 

On  Wednesday,  March  6,  18S9,  Mr.  Saxby 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nettie  L. 
Dull,  only  daughter  of  John  L.  Dull,  then  a 
prominent  dry-goods  merchant  of  Weston,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  implements. 
Our  subject  secured  a position  in  his  father-in- 
law’s  store,  and  there  remained  until  Wednes- 
day, May  i,  1889,  when  he  again  resumed 
newspaper  work  as  collector  and  solicitor  on  the 
Sentinel , which  had  just  been  consolidated  with 
the  Gazette.  He  remained  five  months,  settling 
up  the  large  subscription  accounts  of  both  papers, 
and  after  its  completion  collected  delinquent  tax 
in  Perry,  Montgomery  and  Bloom  townships,  for 
the  county  treasurer,  which  was  a very  responsi- 
ble position  for  a young  man  to  hold.  He  com- 
menced work  in  his  father-in-law's  store  again  on 
Monday,  December  2,  1889,  and  remained  in  his 
employ  until  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  his 
birth,  February  8,  1891,  but  during  the  previous 
summer  he  had  driven  a huckster  wagon  “for  j 
his  health"  as  well  as  for  the  revenue  connected 
with  it.  However,  the  newspaper  desire  could 
not  be  overcome,,  and  he  returned  to  Bowling  j 
Green,  where  he  took  his  old  position  on  the 
Sentinel-Gazette , as  reporter  and  general  utility 
man.  On  Friday,  July  31,  1891,  in  connection 
with  J.  D.  Conklin,  then  postmaster  of  Weston, 
he  purchased  the  Wood  County  Herald , the 
paper  on  which  he  had  set  his  first  type,  and  has  ; 
held  the  position  of  editor  and  manager  up  to 
the  present  time.  On  December  4,  1891,  Mr. 
Conklin  sold  his  interest  to  A.  S.  Coward, 
and  the  firm  is  now  Saxby  & Coward.  It  is 
a bright  spicy  paper,  and,  the  editor  being  a 
versatile  writer,  it  is  eagerly  sought  by  the  in- 
telligent reading  public. 

Politically,  Mr.  Saxby  is  a Republican,  having, 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  at  Bowling  Green, 
for  Harrison  and  Morton.  He  was  elected  clerk 


of  Weston  township,  Monday,  April  7,  1890, 
was  re-elected  Monday,  April  4,  1892,  serving 
two  full  terms,  and  was  nominated  for  the  office 
of  mayor  of  Weston  at  the  spring  caucus  of  1895, 
but  failed  of  election  by  a small  vote.  On  Mon- 
day, April  6,  1896,  he  was  elected  cemetery  trus- 
tee for  a term  of  two  years.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  central  committee  in  1891  and ’96, 
and  a member  of  the  county  executive  committee 
in  1895.  During  the  year  1892  he  was  Wood 


League  on  the  executive  committee,  and  at  the 
State  Convention  held  at  Columbus,  in  1893,  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Wood  county  delegation. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  State  Republican  Con- 
ventions in  1892-3-4-6.  Mr.  Saxby  has  been 
a member  of  the  township  election  board,  either 
as  clerk  or  presiding  judge  of  every  election 
held  since  the  fall  of  1891,  and  has  received 
the  appointment  aspresiding  judge  for  the  spring 
of  1897. 

Mr.  Saxby  takes  considerable  interest  in  civ  ic 
societies.  On  Tuesday,  January  31,  1893,  he 
joined  Anthony  Wayne  Tent  No.  140,  K.  O. 
T.  M.,  as  a charter  member,  and  was  elected 
past  commander.  He  was  also  elected  a rep- 
resentative to  the  Great  Camp,  and  during  its 
session  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  August  15  and  16,  1893, 
was  elected  great  sentinel  of  that  body,  and 
re-elected  at  Toledo,  Wednesday,  August  15, 
1894,  At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Wednesday,  August 
14,  1895,  he  was  elected  great  second  master 
of  the  guard  for  a term  of  two  years,  and  is 
now  serving  as  record-keeper  of  the  lodge  at 
Weston.  He  joined  Weston  Lodge  No.  681, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , Friday,  February  2,  1S94,  and 
in  July  was  appointed  warden,  installed  vice- 
grand in  January,  1895,  and  noble  grand,  Fri- 
day, July  19,  1895.  On  Tuesday,  May  19, 

1896,  he  took  the  Grand  Lodge  degree  at  Lima, 
Ohio.  On  Friday,  May  29,  1896,  he  was  elected 
recording  secretarv.  In  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1894,  both  he  and  his  wife  joined  Kokosing 
Lodge  No.  303,  D.  of  R. , and  on  Wednesday. 
May  6,  1896,  he  joined  Kenilworth  Lodge  No. 
340,  K.  of  P. , and  was  elected  K.  of  R.  & S.. 
August  26,  1896.  Mr.  Saxby  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Buckeye  Press  Association,  and  is 
a member  of  its  executive  committee,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Wood  County  Country  Press  As- 
sociation, in  which  he  is  serving  as  treasurer.  I le 
is  a popular  and  influential  man,  possessing  an 
energetic  spirit,  good  executive  ability  and  an 
excellent  judgment,  which  will  not  fail  to  bring 
him  success. 

Mrs.  Saxby  was  born  in  Weston  township. 
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Wood  county,  Tuesday,  January  12,  1869,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  John  Lewis  Dull,  who  served 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  144th  O.  Y.  I.  Sheisa 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Neibling 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  Emerald  Hive  No.  42, 
L.  O.  T.  M.,  and  Kokosing  Lodge  No.  303,  D. 
of  R.  She  takes  a very  active  part  in  all  Church 
work,  and  is  a most  estimable  lady.  At  the 
marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Rev.  James 
Long,  her  grandfather,  officiated.  They  have 
three  children  — Helen  Kathryn,  born  Monday, 
November  17,  1890;  John  Bateman,  born  Fri- 
day, January  26,  1894,  who  died  Sunday,  May  27, 
following,  and  Mildred  Nettie,  born  Sunday,  July 
5,  1896.  They  have  a very  pleasant  home  of 
their  own  at  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Clark 
streets,  where  their  many  friends  always  find  a 
hearty  welcome.  — [October  20,  1896.] 

John  Sattler,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Perrysburg  township,  and  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents of  that  locality,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt,  Germany,  in  1830.  His  parents,  Philip 
and  Christina  (Rau)  Sattler,  were  natives  of  the 
same  province,  and  came  to  America  in  1851, 
passing  thirty-one  days  on  the  voyage  between 
London  and  New  York.  After  their  arrival  they 
spent  three  months  in  New  York  City,  and  then 
went  to  Hamburg,  N.  Y. , a year  later  coming  to 
Ohio,  and  locating  first  in  Cuyahoga  county,  and 
then  in  Mercer  county,  where  they  remained 
three  years.  In  1863  they  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  bought  100  acres  of  land,  still  in  its 
primitive  condition,  near  Stony  Ridge.  Here 
the  father  died  in  1875  at  the  age  of  seventy,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  1894,  when  she  departed 
this  life,  aged  ninety-one  years.  They  had  four 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest; 
Philip  died  in  Perrysburg  township  in  1879;  Jo- 
seph resides  in  the  same  township;  Catherine 
married  Joseph  Armbruster,  and  died  in  1876. 

Mr.  Sattler  received  a good  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  Fatherland,  but  he  learned  to  read 
and  write  the  English  language  by  private  study, 
after  he  came  to  this  country.  He  was  married, 
in  1857,  in  Rockport  township,  Cuyahoga  county, 
to  Miss  Magdalena  Haller,  a native  of  Baden, 
Germany,  and  of  this  union  seven  children  were 
born:  Catherine  married  Paul  Greulick,  of  Troy 
township;  George  died  February  20,  1879;  Helen 
married  Barny  Grabenstetter.  and  died  March  4, 
1888.  leaving  two  children,  Matilda  and  Marie; 
John  B.  married  Louisa  Beaurigard,  and  resides 
in  Virginia;  Joseph  A.  also  lives  in  Virginia,  and 
Philip  and  Josephine  are  at  home. 


In  politics,  Mr.  Sattler  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
takes  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs,  having 
been  township  supervisor  for  two  years,  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  his  town- 
ship for  sixteen  years.  Since  1882  he  has  been 
a director  and  agent  of  the  Lime  City  Farmers 
Mutual  Fire  Association. 

Frank  Rogers,  a highly-esteemed  citizen  of 
Middleton  township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  having 
been  born  in  Seneca  county,  February  8,  1S45. 

Amos  Rogers,  his  father,  was  a native  of  New 
York,  and  by  occupation  a cooper  and  farmer. 
From  the  Empire  State  he  removed  to  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Freedom 
township,  Wood  county,  and  there  operated  a 
farm  for  a time.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  in  Genoa,  Ottawa  county, 
where  his  remaining  days  were  passed.  In 
Seneca  county  he  was  married  to  Effie  Booram, 
a native  of  New  York,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Amanda,  wife  of  John 

Russell,  of  Bowling  Green;  Harriet,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Long,  of  Genoa,  Ohio;  Frank;  Alanson,  of 
Center  township;  Edward,  a cooper  of  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Martha,  wife  of  Thomas  Waugh;  Emery, 
an  operator  at  Toledo;  Francis,  deceased;  and 
James,'  who  is  justice  of  the  peace  at  Scotch 
Ridge.  The  father  is  deceased;  the  mother  is 
now  living  at  Scotch  Ridge. 

The  subject  of  this  review  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Wood  county, 
and  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services 
until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war. 
Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted, 
January  1,  1864,  in  Company  K.  21st  O.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Canfield  and  Col.  Neibling.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Buzzard’s  Roost  and 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  After  the  fall  of  that 
city  he  was  on  detached  duty  during  winter,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battle  of  Nashville.  Rejoining 
his  regiment  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  he  was  in  the 
battle  of  Jonesboro,  with  Sherman  in  his  march 
to  the  sea,  and  was  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, in  1S65.  On  July  1 1 , 1865,  he  was 
discharged,  having  made  for  himself  an  honora- 
ble war  record.  He  was  with  his  regiment  all 
the  time,  attached  to  the  14th  Army  Corps,  1st 
Division,  3rd  Brigade.  Returning  to  his  home 
in  Freedom  township,  he  there  attended  school 
for  six  terms,  afterward  removing  with  his  father 
to  Genoa.  He  then  located  in  Clay  township, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  that  he 
operated  and  improved,  in  connection  with  work 
at  the  cooper  s trade,  which  he  followed  some  six 
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years.  He  then  purchased  a bowl  factory,  car- 
ried the  same  on  for  a year,  and  in  1882  he 
removed  to  Dunbridge,  where  for  four  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bowls,  also  of 
hoops  and  lumber.  He  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Middleton  township,  upon  which 
he  Erected  a residence  at  a cost  of  $3,000;  also 
built  a substantial  barn  and  added  other  improve- 
ments, thereby  making  his  farm  one  of  the  best 
in  the  county.  In  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits  he  is  secretary  of  the  Dunbridge  Oil 
Company,  and  a stockholder  in  the  Elevator 
Company. 

On  February  24,  1S70,  Mr.  Rogers  married 
Melvina  Wentworth,  daughter  of  James  Went- 
worth, of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Nettie,  born  in  1872,  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
J.  Pope,  of  Dunbridge.  The  family  are  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Rogers  is  an  elder.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
notary  public  of  Wood  county.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Wood  County  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  of  Crystal  Chapter,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio; 
also  a member  of  Robert  Stewart  Post  No.  690, 
G.  A.  R. , of  Dunbridge.  His  integrity  is  above 
question,  his  life  has  been  an  honorable  and  up- 
right one,  and  he  has  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact. 

George  W.  Urie,  who  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Wood  county,  was  born  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, October  4,  1847.  The  paternal  grand- 

father, Solomon  Urie,  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  came  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day, 
first  locating  in  Richland  county,  and  later  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ashland  county.  His 
next  removal  made  him  a resident  of  Cass  town- 
ship, Hancock  county,  but  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  Eaton  county,  Mich.  When  he  came  to 
Ohio  there  were  few  settlements  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  and  in  his  efforts  to  secure  a 
home  for  his  family,  he  endured  all  the  hardships 
of  a true  pioneer. 

Joseph  Urie,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  June  5,  1825, 
and  was  reared  on  the  frontier,  his  education 
being  such  as  the  district  schools  of  those  early 
days  afforded.  He  removed  to  Hancock  county 
when  that  portion  of  the  State  was  almost  en- 
tirely in  its  primitive  condition.  On  November 
19,  [846,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Elinda  Rob- 
bins, who  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  Penn., 
July  9,  1S24,  and  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rhoda  (McCarty)  Robbins,  early  settlers  of  Bloom 


township.  The  wedding  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  Squire  Chilcote,  of  Perry  township, 
Wood  county.  They  located  upon  a farm  in 
Bloom  township,  and,  as  Mr.  Urie  was  in  limited 
circumstances,  his  start  in  life  was  slow.  For  a 
time  he  followed  threshing,  working  for  Ora 
Baird,  and  later  removed  to  /Ashland  county, 
where  the  only  brother  of  our  subject,  Milton  T., 
was  born  February  17,  1850.  While  there  the 
family  resided  upon  the  land  which  now  com- 
prises the  County  Poor  Farm  of  Ashland  county. 
From  there  the  father  removed  to  Eaton  county, 
Mich.,  renting  a farm  of  John  McConnell,  a 
great  hunter,  though  he  owned  at  that  time  land 
in -Montcalm  county,  Mich.,  and,  after  a residence 
in  Eaton  county7,  he  returned  to  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county,  buying  a farm  in  Section  35. 

At  West  Millgrove,  Joseph  Urie  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army  August  6,  1862,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  B,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  which 
was  later  made  a part  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  At 
the  battle  of  Lenoir  Station,  Tenn.,  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  confined  in  Libby  prison 
and  at  Andersonville,  Ga. , where,  after  nine 
months  he  starved  to  death,  dying  August  10, 
1864.  His  sufferings  were  terrible,  and  his  body 
was  never  recovered  by7  his  family.  Like  so 
many  brave  and  loyal  men  during  that  struggle 
he  laid  down  bis  life  for  his  country.  Urie  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Bloomdale,  is  named  in  his  honor. 
This  left  the  widow  with  her  two  sons,  who 
carried  on  the  farm,  where  she  lived  for  many 
vears.  She  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  ;n 
Bloomdale,  July  9,  1891,  a most  highly  respected 
lady,  and  an  earnest  and  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  primary  education  of  George  W.  Urie 
was  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  and  he  com- 
pleted his  studies  by  one  term’s  attendance  at  the 
schools  of  Findlay.  Ohio.  In  1871  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Rosendale, 
ncc  Noecker,  widow  of  Thomas  Rosendale.  Sr., 
and  to  them  was  born  a daughter,  Lorena,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  wife  died  in  1874,  and  was 
interred  in  Shenandoah,  Richland  county.  L p 
to  the  spring  of  1872  farming  had  been  the  chief 
occupation  of  our  subject,  but  at  that  time  he 
joined  the  surveying  party,  then  locating  the 
B.  & O.  railroad  through  Bloomdale,  being  thus 
employed  for  about  two  years.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  began  the  erection  of  a house 
for  the  accommodation  of  travelers  in  Bloomdale, 
which  he  conducted  for  some  time  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  his  farm  near  that  place. 
This  property  he  later  sold,  and  devoted  his  entire 
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time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  now  makes  his 
home  in  Bloomdale,  where  he  has  a pleasant  and 
commodious  residence. 

In  Cass  township,  Hancock  county,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893,  Mr.  Urie  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Lizzie  Overholt,  a 
native  of  that  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Christian  Overholt,  one  of  its  representative 
fanners  and  citizens.  This  worthy  couple  hold 
membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  they  contribute  liberally,  and  i 
he  has  served  as  steward  and  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  Politically  he  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  constable 
of  the  township.  Though  a quiet,  unassuming 
man,  he  wins  many  friends,  and  his  integrity, 
manliness  and  true  Christian  character  have  won 
the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

Clarence  W.  Thomas,  who  carries  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Plain  township,  is  a native  of 
the  same,  having  first  seen  the  light  in  that  town- 
ship, June  26,  1859,  and  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  a pioneer  family  of  Wood  county.  He 
is  a son  of  Silas  and  Eliza  (Beach)  Thomas, 
and  a brother  of  L.  P.  Thomas,  of  Middleton 
township.  In  Plain  township  he  attended  school,  j 
and  from  an  early  age  has  been  familiar  with 
farm  work  in  its  various  departments,  for  as  soou 
as  old  enough  to  handle  a plow,  he  began  work 
in  the  fields  on  the  old  homestead.  To  his  father 
he  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  1879, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  J.  G.  Thomas,  pur-  i 
chased  thirty  acres  of  land  which  they  cleared  and 
improved.  As  success  attended  thefr  efforts,  they 
added  to  this  property  until  they  had  more  than 
one  hundred  acres  at  the  time  our  subject  sold 
out.  The  latter  then  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  acres  which  he  now  oper- 
ates, being  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  has  made  excellent 
improvements  on  his  land,  and  is  a progressive, 
energetic  and  capable  farmer. 

On  February  1,  1SS0,  Clarence  W.  Thomas 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  A. 
Jewell,  daughter  of  Aaron  Jewell,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
— Albert,  Orin  and  Mabel,  all  of  whom  are  now 
attending  school.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a warm  friend 
of  the  cause  of  education,  believing  it  to  be  the 
best  preparation  for  life  work,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  as  school  director.  In  religious 
faith  he  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  C hurch, 
holding  membership  with  the  l nion  Hill  Church, 
of  which  he  is  trustee  and  assistant  class-leader, 


also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion, and  has  been  an  important  factor  in  edu- 
cational and 'social  interests. 

Mandeville  Milbourn,  a leading  agricultur- 
ist of  Bloom  township,  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
most  prominent  pioneer  families  of  that  locality, 
and  has  himself  passed  through  experiences,  the 
like  of  which  can  never  occur  again  in  this  now 
civilized  region. 

The  Milbourn  family  is  of  old  Virginia  stock, 
their  home  being  in  Campbell  county.  His  grand- 
father, Andrew  Milbourn,  reared  a family  of  six 
children,  among  whom  was  Lot  T. , our  subject’s 
father,  who  came  to  Ohio  when  a young  man  and 
located  for  a time  in  Columbiana  county.  Here 
he  met  and  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Abigail 
Reed,  and  in  the  summer  of  1835  came  to  Bloom 
township  and  bought  a tract  of  160  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  upon  which  he  built  a small  log  house 
for  his  family,  who  joined  him  in  the  fall.  At 
that  time  there  were  no  roads  there  except  the 
irregular  wagon  track  cut  by  the  settlers  from  one 
house  to  another,  and  our  pioneers  were  obliged 
to  clear  their  way  from  Eagleville  to  their  new- 
home,  following  what  is  known  as  Bull  creek 
most  of  the  distance.  Lot  T.  Milbourn  was  a 
leader  in  the  community,  active  in  politics,  in 
early  days  as  a Whig  and  later  as  a Republican, 
and  he  was  for  years  a justice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  clerk  and  a trustee  of  Bloom  township.  He 
was  a great  hunter,  and  the  woods  afforded  him 
every  chance  to  gratify  his  taste.  In  addition  to 
farming  he  carried  on  the  blacksmith  trade,  and 
made  hoes  and  other  implements  of  unusual 
strength  for  the  rough  work  of  that  day.  Not- 
withstanding his  earh-  disadvantages,  he  acquired 
a fair  competence,  and  his  later  years  were  spent 
in  quiet  comfort. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  December  18. 
1841,  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children:  Har- 

vey, now  a farmer  of  Bloom  township;  Julia  A.. 
Josiah,  and  Lycurgus,  all  three  of  whom  have 
passed  away;  Leander,  now  a resident  of  Kan- 
sas; Lot  R. , who  lives  in  Columbiana  county; 
Thomas  E.,  a resident  of  Iowa,  and  Mandeville. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1848,  and  the 
father  subsequently  married  Mrs.  Hannah  Mc- 
Neely  Whitacre. 

Mandeville  Milbourn  attended  the  schools  of 
District  No.  3,  his  first  teacher  being  Richard 
Martin.  He  assisted  on  the  farm  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  occurred  in  1874,  relieving 
him  of  care  in  his  old  age.  He  shared  his  la- 
ther’s love  of  hunting,  and  his  single-barrel  rifle. 
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which  weighs  twelve  pounds  and  carries  a ball 
that  weighs  forty-five  to  the  pound,  has  brought 
down  all  sorts  of  game  excepting  bear.  On  one 
occasion  he  went  out  to  hunt  rabbits  with  his 
dogs,  and  startled  a wild  cat,  which  took  refuge 
on  the  roof  of  the  old  log  barn,  where  he  crouched 
pending  a renewal  of  hostilities.  Fortunately 
the  father  returned  from  a hunting  trip  just  then, 
and  shot  at  the  wildcat,  wounding  him  so  that  he 
jumped  down  and  was  killed  by  the  three  dogs 
after  a desperate  fight,  our  subject  carrying  the 
carcass  home  with  much  pride.  At  another  time 
he  and  his  brother  Lycurgus  were  hunting  deer 
in  Henry  township,  and,  seeing  a drove  of  six 
or  more,  they  shot  a large  buck,  who  left  the 
main  herd  and  was  pursued  by  the  boys.  An- 
other shot  rendered  him  desperate,  and  when  the 
boys  neared  him  he  charged  at  Lycurgus,  who 
bravely  stood  his  ground,  and  by  a well-directed 
blow  with  a hatchet  laid  the  monarch  of  the 
woods  low. 

On  January  i,  1864,  Mr.  Milbourn  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Whitacre,  daughter  of  Reason 
Whitacre,  a well-known  pioneer  of  Bloom  town- 
ship. They  began  housekeeping  on  a part  of  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  inherited  from  his  fa- 
ther. Here  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
including  a handsome  residence  built  in  1889. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Reason 

E.,  a dentist  of  North  Baltimore;  Lydia  C.,  who 
married  George  Zody,  of  Sugar  Ridge;  Mary  L., 
married  to  C.  H.  Sanderson,  of  Perry  township; 
Horace  M.  and  James  A.,  at  home,  the  latter  at- 
tending school  at  Jerry  City.  The  mother  died 
November  14,  1895,  aged  fifty-two  years,  nine 
months,  fourteen  days,  and  was  interred  at  Jerry 
City. 

Mr.  Milbourn’s  father  helped  to  organize  a 
company  to  take  part  in  the  war  of  1812,  but 
news  came  of  the  close  of  the  struggle,  and  they 
stayed  at  home.  The  patriotic  devotion  of  our 
subject  was  also  thwarted,  as,  after  enlisting  in 
Company  D,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and  staying  at 
Camp  Toledo  for  three  weeks,  he  was  rejected 
on  account  of  an  accidental  injury  to  his  knee 
received  some  time  before.  He  returned  home 
and  resumed  his  place  in  local  affairs,  befriend- 
ing every  progressive  movement,  and  serving  for 
three  years  as  constable,  and  five  years  as  town- 
ship trustee;  of  late  years,  however,  he  has  de- 
clined to  be  a candidate.  His  able  discharge  of 
his  duties  has  given  him  an  extensive  influence 
among  the  Republicans  of  this  county,  and  has 
won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  classes,  regardless 
of  party.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  Jerry  City,  in  which  he  was 


deacon  for  many  years  and  is  now  elder,  his  wife 
was  also  a member  of  this  Church. 

George  Furry,  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  countv, 
is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Stark  county,  in  1831. 
and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Fanny  (Butler)  Furrv. 
both  natives  of  Franklin  county,  Perm.,  the 
former  born  in  1797,  and  the  latter  in  [804.  J11 

their  native  State  they  passed  their  childhood 
days,  were  married,  and  in  1829  removed  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed 
his  trade  of  shoemaking  until  coming  to  Wood 
county  in  1833.  1°  Troy  township  he  entered  a 

tract  of  land  in  Section  5,  which  he  began  to 
clear  and  improve,  but  later  sold  that  propertv 
and  purchased  a farm  in  what  is  now  Lake  town- 
ship, but  was  then  a part  of  Troy  township.  He 
was  the  first  settler  on  the  Ridge,  and  was  the 
second  to  make  a purchase  there.  He  died  in 
Lake  township,  June  21,  1S66,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him  many  years,  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead on  August  21,  1887. 

Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children.  1 
Jacob  H.,  who  died  at  Pemberville.  in  July, 
1895,  had  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  1S61.  as 
a member  of  Company  E,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  after  which  he 
was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home, 
but  in  1 864  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company 
and  regiment,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  He 
was  discharged  in  1865.  (2)  George,  of  this 

sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  William, 
who  became  a member  of  the  same  company  as 
his  brother  Jacob,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Guntown,  and  confined  in  Andersonville 
and  Florence,  being  incarcerated  for  over  nine 
months.  He  now  resides  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  Lake  township.  (4)  Mrs.  Jane  Whitemore 
makes  her  home  in  Haskins,  Wood  county.  5 
Margaret  died  at  East  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  July. 
1890.  (6)  John,  who  also  enlisted  in  1861.  in 

Company  E,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  died  at  Woodville. 
Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  May  3,  1887.  He  gallantly 
served  for  three  years  in  the  Union  army.  (7 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  McCutchen,  oi 
Troy  township.  (8)  Mary  wedded  Martin  Shook, 
of  the  same  township.  (9)  Charles  resides  at 
Gibsonburg,  Sandusky  county. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  of  age  on  com- 
ing to  Wood  county  with  his  parents,  the  trip 
being  made  with  an  ox-team  and  cart.  He  w. 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Troy  and  Lav 
townships,  and  remained  a member  of  his  father  s 
household  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  m 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 


- 

V 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OniO. 


COG 


would  follow  during  the  summer  season.  At  the  | 
age  of  twenty-four  he  again  took  up  his  books  j 
and  continued  his  studies  for  four  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  commenced  teaching.  That 
profession  he  has  since  followed  during  the  winter 
months  with  the  exception  of  two  terms.  In 
1865,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
189th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  ap- 
pointed first  sergeant,  was  stationed  near  Hunts- 
ville, Ala.,  and  was  mustered  out  as  sergeant-  1 
major,  being  honorably  discharged  at  Nashville,  . 
Tenn.,  September  28,  1865,  after  which  he 

returned  to  his  home  in  Wood  county. 

In  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  in  1862,  Mr. 
Furry  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  i 
Jane  Manchester,  a native  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  who 
died  in 'Lake  township,  Wood  county,  in  1867,  I 
leaving  two  daughters,  namely:  Adda  Luella, 

who  died  in  September,  iS92;and  Sarah  Jane, 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Snyder,  cf  East  Toledo,  Ohio. 

In  Lake  township,  in  1870,  Mr.  Furry  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Wicks,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Sandusky 
county.  Her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Hartsell)  j 
Wicks,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  whence 
they  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  later  to 
Sandusky,  and  finally  located  in  Lake  township,  | 
Wood  county,  where  they  both  passed  away,  the 
mother  in  June,  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furry  have 
seven  children:  Frank,  who  is  married  and 

resides  at  Stony  Ridge,  Wood  county;  Lottie 
Alinda,  Mabel  May,  Hattie,  Stella,  Roy  and  Zoa. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Furry  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  sixty- 
three  years  he  has  now  made  his  home  in  Wood 
county,  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth 
and  development,  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
helping  to  bring  about  the  wonderful  changes 
that  have  taken  place.  He  has  many  warm 
friends  throughout  the  county,  and  by  all  who 
know  him  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  a representative  agriculturist  of 
Washington  township,  was  born  in  Orleans  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  October  8,  [824,  and  is  a son  of 
Elijah  and  Phcebe  fCrosby;  Adams,  the  former  a 
native  of  Vermont,  the  latter  of  New  York  State. 
Elijah's  parents  were  both  drowned  while  cross- 
ing Lake  Champlain  on  the  ice,  with  a team, 
leaving  to  the  care  of  others  their  only  child, 
Elijah,  who  was  adopted  and  reared  by  Jesse 
Hard,  of  near  Manchester,  Yt.  But  little  is 
knq\vn  of  our  subject’s  ancestry,  not  even  the 
names  of  his  grandparents.  To  Elijah  and 


Phoebe  Adams  were  born  seven  children  : Mariet- 
ta, deceased  wife  of  David  Kempton;  Sallie,  who 
was  the  wife  of  William  Turner,  and  died  in  In- 
diana; Lydia,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ransom 
Hollis,  but  both  are  now  deceased;  William,  who 
was  a cooper  by  trade, and  has  also  passed  away; 

J.  Q.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Lyman,  who 
resides  in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  and 
Guilford,  who  died  in  Huron  county,  in  which 
county  the  father  also  departed  this  life,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1839,  where  he  had  resided  since  1833. 
The  mother  then  made  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject, her  death  occurring  December  26,  1S77. 

The  district  schools  of  Ridgefield  township, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  afforded  J.  O.  Adams  his  edu- 
cational privileges;  but  at  an  earl)-  age  he  was 
compelled  to  lay  aside  his  studies,  and  take  up 
the  sterner  duties  of  life.  From  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  supported  his  mother,  engaging  in  farm- 
ing on  shares.  In  March,  1857,  he  came  to 
Wood  county  with  his  family,  having  the  pre- 
vious year  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wash- 
ington township,  which  he  at  once  began  to  im- 
prove, erecting  thereon  a good  house,  also  barns, 
and  planting  an  excellent  orchard.  To  his  origi- 
nal purchase  he  afterward  added  forty  acres,  but 
has  now  deeded  that  part  of  his  property  to  his 
son. 

Mr.  Adams  was  married  in  Huron  count}-, 
October  14,  1847,  to  Miss  Jane  J.  Cadwell,  of 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  Garry  and  Harrison  both 
died  in  1863,  and  the  youngest  in  infancy. 
Frank,  the  third  son,  was  born  August  1 1,  1857, 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  has  always 
aided  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  For  the 
past  three  years  he  has  served  as  trustee  of 
Washington  township.  In  1 880  he  wedded  Mary 
Killyen,  and  they  have  four  children:  Floyd, 

born  October  19,  1SS2;  Ray,  born  July  8,  1S84; 
Paul  F. , born  October  1,  1 S S 5 ; and  May,  born 
May  2 1,  18S7.  The  wife  of  our  subject,  who  was 
a most  estimable  lady,  died  June  6,  1886.  leaving 
many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  family  to 
mourn  her  loss.  She  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  D.  & 
and  Laura  (Williams)  Cadwell,  who  were  married 
in  Pittsfield,  Ohio,  September  26,  1816,  and  had 
two  children  both  born  in  Troy,  Ohio:  Mary  Ann, 
born  January  1 1 , 1S1S,  and  Jane  J.  ^Mrs.  J.  Q. 
Adams),  born  April  9,  1820.  The  mother  of 

these  died  June  23,  1831,  and  the  father  subse- 
quently remarried;  the  date  of  his  death  is  not 
known. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Adams  is  a stalw  art 
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Republican,  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  his 
party,  whose  principles  he  believes  are  calculated 
to  promote  the  country’s  best  interests.  While 
in  no  sense  a politician,  he  has  always  taken  an 
interest  in  his  party,  and  several  times  has  been 
delegate  to  conventions — both  Congressional  and 
county.  For  a number  of  years  he  served  as 
trustee  and  supervisor,  was  also  a member  of  the 
school  board,  and  from  April,  i 886,  to  April,  1892, 
was  a justice  of  the  peace,  during  which  time  he 
solemnized  several  marriages.  No  case  has  ever 
been  appealed  from  his  court,  showing  that  he 
held  the  hands  of  justice  with  a balance  that  was 
beyond  the  interference  of  any  court,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Universalist,  although  his  family  attend  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  For  a time  he  was  a member 
of  the  National  Guards,  and  in  the  Masonic  order 
he  has  attained  the  seventh  degree  in  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  451,  of  j 
Tontoganv,  and  the  Chapter  of  Bowling  Green. 

J.  Wininger,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
the  postmaster  at  Hatton,  and  is  also  a prosper- 
ous merchant  of  that  village,  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  December  2,  1839,  the  son  of  Adam 
and  Mary  (Sheller)  Winitiger. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a Pennsylvanian 
by  birth,  but  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Seneca 
county,  and,  at  the  time  of  our  subject's  birth, 
was  living  one  mile  from  what  is  now  Fostoria,  1 
on  land  which  is  now  included  in  the  limits  of  that 
city.  When  he  was  a child  his  parents  removed 
to  near  Berwick,  Ohio,  where  they  owned  eighty 
acres  of  unimproved  land.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  the  intervals  of  hard  work,  and 
was  often  prevented  from  even  this  scanty  amount 
of  schooling  on  account  of  high  water,  which 
covered  the  wet,  swampy  land  in  this  section, 
near  Fostoria.  The  young  people  of  to-day  have 
but  little  idea  of  the  trials  and  privations  the 
youth  of  those  pioneer  times  had  to  undergo  in  ; 
order  to  procure  even  the  limited  schooling  which 
they  received,  and  it  is  to  their  credit  that  they 
grew  up  to  be,  in  most  cases,  intelligent,  well-in- 
formed men  who  laid  the  foundations  for  one  of  1 
the  most  prosperous  commonwealths  among  the 
States. 

Mr.  Wininger  remained  on  his  father's  farm 
until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  at  inter- 
vals for  a number  of  years.  On  October  6,  1856, 
he  was  married,  in  Fostoria,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Catherine  Stevens,  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Laura  E.,  who 


resides  with  her  father,  and  Adelia,  now  Mrs. 
Earl  Dillon,  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wininger  began  his  active  life  without 
any  assistance,  at  first  renting  land  near  Fostoria. 
which  he  farmed  until  his  removal,  in  the  spring 
of  1873,  to  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Section  3,  Perry  township,  for  which  he  paid 
$1,000,  a legacy  which  was  left  to  his  wife,  about 
this  time  aiding  him  materially  in  its  purchase. 
No  improvements  whatever  were  on  this  place; 
but  the  young  man  was  a worker,  and  the  effects 
of  many  days  of  hard  labor  were  soon  noticeable. 
Each  year  saw  the  land  increasing  in  value,  but 
by  the  time  it  had  reached  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, the  incessant  work  had  begun  to  tell  on 
its  owner,  and  he  was  compelled  to  seek  some 
less  laborious  employment.  He  concluded  to 
start  in  the  grocery  business  at  Hatton,  but  so 
cautious  was  he  about  investing  in  an  enterprise 
entirely  unfamiliar,  that  he  bought  at  first  only 
about  $75  worth  of  goods,  and  not  until  1SS5  did 
he  remove  his  family  to  Hatton.  It  was  soon 
necessary,  however,  to  seek  other  quarters 
for  the  transaction  of  his  rapidly-growing  busi- 
ness, which  has  proved  successful  beyond  his 
highest  expectations.  He  now  owns  his  store, 
the  greater  part  of  which  he  has  built,  and 
carries  a stock  of  general  merchandise,  his 
trade  being  an  extensive  one,  both  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  and  throughout  the  township. 
He  also  owns  and  resides  in  the  finest  house  in 
Hatton,  and  in  addition  to  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  still  carries  on,  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  property. 

On  October  1,  1S61,  Mr.  Wininger  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  72nd  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Neufer,  and  participated  in  all  the  battles 
in  which  his  company  took  part  until  the  latter 
part  of  June,  1863,  when  he  was  taken  seriously 
ill  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  Memphis.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Invalid  Corps  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained 
two  months;  then  was  sent  to  Rock  Island.  111., 
and  from  there  to  Washington,  I).  C.,  where  he 
was  discharged  in  November,  1864.  During  the 
administration  of  President  Arthur,  Mr.  Wininger 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Hatton, .and  has  re- 
tained that  office  ever  since  in  spite  of  the 
changes  in  political  leaders.  He  is  a popular 
man,  and  has  been  successful  in  pleasing  all 
classes  by  his  excellent  management  of  the  dut  's 
of  this  responsible  position.  He  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  has  held  a number  of  minor  offices, 
though  in  no  sense  an  office-seeker.  He  is  de- 
serving of  much  credit  for  the  active  share  lie  has 
had  in  the  growth  and  development  of  hissecti  n. 
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and  it  is  to  such  men  as  he  that  Wood  county 
owes  her  position  as  one  of  the  foremost  among  j 
the  best  counties  of  Ohio.  His  worth  is  appre-  ; 
ciated  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  hold  him  in 
high  esteem.  Mr.  Wininger  has  had  the  sorrow' 
of  losing  his  estimable  wife,  w'ho  departed  this 
life  August  4,  1892,  at  Hatton,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Fostoria. 

Peter  S.  Painter,  one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, is  a member  of  an  old  and  highly  respected 
pioneer  family  of  that  vicinity. 

His  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather,  Adam 
Painter,  came  from  that  State  to  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  where  he  bought  and  improved  a large 
tract  of  land.  His  son,  PeterS.,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  there  August  21,  1798,  and  was 
reared  as  a farmer  boy  and  given  a good  start  in 
life,  financially.  He  was  a mechanical . genius, 
and  learned  various  trades  without  any  instruc- 
tion, being  an  expert  carpenter  and  shoemaker. 
He  was  married  August  29,  1822,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Musser,  a lady  of  English  descent,  wrho  was 
a native  of  Maryland,  born  October  10,  1805,  the 
daughter  of  Michael  Musser.  Although  he  owned 
an  excellent  farm  in  his  native  count}',  our  sub- 
ject’s father  decided  to  seek  “fresh  fields  and  : 
pastures  new’  ” on  the  then  frontier  line  of  west- 
ern Ohio,  and  disposing  of  his  property  he  bought 
600  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township,  to  which  he 
brought  his  family  in  the  spring  of  1839.  They 
traveled  in  an  old-fashioned  scoop-shaped  wagon 
drawn  by  horses  and  oxen,  and  slept  many  nights 
in  their  rude  vehicle  or  camped  out  near  the  road. 

A hewed  log  house  was  their  first  home,  with 
wolves,  deer,  wild  turkeys,  and  bears  for  neigh- 
bors, the  latter  making  free  with  their  stock  un-  [ 
less  guarded  against  constantly. 

Of  the  twelve  children  of  this  pioneer  couple, 
eight  were  born  in  Columbiana  county:  James 

died  in  infancy;  J.  Adam,  born  February  9,  1824, 
was  a member  of  Company  D,  99th  O.  V.  I., 
and  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he  was 
buried;  Margaret  A.  (deceased),  born  July  11,  ! 
1829,  married  Dr.  D.  K.  Pratt,  of  California;  : 
Michael  M.,  September  1 1,  1828,  died  at  Mc- 
Comb,  Ohio;  Henry,  November  11,  1830,  lives 
in  Nebraska;  Samuel,  December  S,  1832,  lives  in 
Oskaloosa,  III.;  Catherine  A.,  December  15, 
1S34,  married  J.  M.  Sweeney,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, now  deceased,  and  she  resides  in  Hartford. 
Conn.;  John,  January  28,  1837,  died  in  Wood 
county.  Four  other  children  were  born  in  this  i 


county:  Sarah  E.,  September  10,  1839,  married 
William  Russell,  and  died  in  Bloom  township; 
Peter  S.,  Jr.,  August  7,  1841;  Nancy,  November 
11,  1843,  married  Abraham  Hampshire,  of  Ot- 
tumwa, Iow'a;  and  Hiram  Z.,  born  July  15, 
1846,  died  in  Bloom  township.  Our  subject’s 
father  was  a powerful  man,  six  feet  two  inches  in 
height,  and  weighing  over  200  pounds.  After  a 
few  years  of  toil  at  the  new  home,  he  died — De- 
cember 7,  1S45 — and  was  buried  at  West  Mill- 
grove,  his  wife  surviving  hirn  nearly  fifty  years, 
bringing  up  their  large  family  of  children  to  take 
useful  and  honorable  places  in  life.  She  was 
known  for  miles  around  as  the  “Doctor,"  and 
was  called  for  wherever  there  was  any  serious  ill- 
ness to  nurse,  and  often  to  prescribe  for  the  suf- 
ferer. She  made  many  long  trips  through  the 
woods  on  these  errands,  protected  from  the  wild 
animals  by  a large,  brown  dog,  “ Beldy,”  who  had 
more  than  one  desperate  and  bloody  encounter 
with  wolves  after  which  his  wounds  would  be 
dressed  as  if  he  were  a human  being.  The  de- 
voted labors  of  this  noble  woman  were  but  poorly 
paid,  and  sometimes  not  paid  at  all,  sc  far  as  out- 
ward return  went.  She  possessed  marvelous 
vitality,  and  lived  until  June  6,  1895,  the  last 
| twenty  years  being  spent  in  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject. During  her  first  years  in  Wood  county,  she 
had  a remarkable  escape  from  death.  Her  hus- 
band was  chopping  a tree,  and  she  came  near 
without  attracting  his  attention,  and  the  tree  fell 
toward  her;  but  a large  fork  in  it  separated  the 
branches,  which  struck  the  ground  on  each  side 
of  her,  so  that  she  was  not  injured.  Her  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 

Peter  S.  Painter,  our  subject,  went  to  live 
with  an  uncle,  John  Snyder,  when  he  was  seven 
years  old,  and  at  twelve  began  to  work  for  neigh- 
boring farmers,  doing  any  work  suitable  for  his 
strength,  which  was  unusual  for  a boy  of  his  age. 
He  was  “at  home  wherever  he  took  his  hat  off,'' 
i and  he  did  a great  deal  of  work  at  cutting  wheat  by 
cradle  in  this  and  adjoining  counties.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  his  time,  and  the 
realization  of  their  deficiencies  makes  him  anx- 
ious that  the  rising  generation  should  have  the 
best  advantages  that  can  be  given  them.  On 
August  15,  1861.  he  enlisted,  in  Bloom  township, 
in  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.  under  Capt.  O I>. 
Hays,  and  Col.  W.  H.  Gibson.  After  training 
at  Tiffin  and  Camp  Dennison,  they  went  to  the 
front,  taking  stock  cars  from  Cincinnati  to  their 
first  engagement  at  Green  River,  Ky.  His  regi- 
ment was  the  celebrated  “ Black  Swamp  Ja\  haw- 
kers," and  during  their  entire  service  they  were 
at  the  front,  never  being  assigned  to  guard  or 
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picket  duty.  Mr.  Painter  took  no  furlough,  but 
remained  on  duty  throughout  the  war,  and  parti- 
cipated in  every  battle  of  his  regiment,  except  for 
a term  of  four  weeks,  in  hospital,  from  a wound 
received  at  Missionary  Ridge,  November  25, 
1863.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps,  April  10,  1S64. 

After  his  return  home  he  began  farming  “ on 
his  own  hook,”  renting  a place  in  Bloom  town- 
ship. On  May  25,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
J.  Swinehart,  who  was  born  March  31,  1S41,  in 
Perry  township,  where  her  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Hale)  Swinehart,  were  pioneer  farmers, 
having  come  from  Jefferson  count}r,  at  an  early  j 
day.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Clyde  R.,  a lawyer  of  Bowling  Green;  Eva,  a 
teacher  in  Bloom  township;  Malissa,  a teacher;  1 
and  Mollie,  a teacher  in  Milton  township,  all  three 
living  at  home. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Painter  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Perry  township,  making  his  \ 
first  payment  with  $250,  saved  from  his  $13  per 
month  as  a soldier.  Two  years  later  he  sold  it, 
and  bought  the  homestead  in  Bloom  township, 
containing  forty  acres.  In  April,  1871,  he  moved 
to  Clay  county,  111.,  buying  a farm  there,  but  in 
November,  1874  he  returned  to  Ohio,  having  lost 
in  the  meantime  about  $2,500.  He  rented  land 
in  Bloom  township,  and  afterward  bought  eighty 
acres  of  it,  which  he  improved,  setting  out  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees,  and  erecting  buildings.  In 
1894  he  built  a new  barn,  45x75,  which  is  one  j 
of  the  best  of  the  fine  modern  barns  of  the  town- 
ship. His  success  is  well  deserved,  as  it  is  based 
upon  hard  work  and  wise  management,  and  his 
fair  dealing  and  upright  principles  have  won  for 
him  the  high  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  He  is  a 
great  reader,  and  keeps  himself  well  informed 
upon  the  topics  of  the  time.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican;  but  although  he  takes  keen  interest 
in  the  success  of  his  party,  he  has  declined  all 
tenders  of  official  positions,  either  in  the  township 
or  county.  He  is  a member  of  Erie  Post  No. 
i to,  G.  A.  R. , of  Bloomdale. 


Rev.  David  Brandeberry,  one  of  the  most 
highly-respected  citizens  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  is  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  ministry,  serving  the  people  of  Betts- 
dle  Circuit,  Seneca  county.  He  was  born  in 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  December  6, 
*854,  and  is  the  second  son  and  fourth  child  of 
T hornas  C.  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Brandeberry. 
Be  obtained  his  early  education  at  District 
School  No.  8,  his  first  teacher  being  W.  S.  Rieh- 
;>rd,  and,  as  he  learned  easily  and  rapidly,  he 


soon  mastered  the  common  English  branches 
taught  there.  The  greater  part  of  his  knowl- 
edge, however,  has  been  acquired  since  leaving 
the  school  room,  mostly  by  reading  and  observa- 
tion. From  the  time  he  was  old  enough  he 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  his 
marriage,  which  important  event  in  his  life  oc- 
curred on  November  21,  1878,  when  Miss  Lydia 
Bowers  became  his  wife.  She  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  Licking  county,  October  9,  1858, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Lewis  and  Rebecca  (Bailey) 
Bowers.  Her  education  was  also  secured  in  the 
common  schools,  and  by  her  marriage  she  be- 
came the  mother  of  a son — Edward  D. , who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  months. 

In  June,  1890,  Mr.  Brandeberry  was  licensed 
as  a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  then  pursued  a four-years'  course 
of  study  arranged  by  the  bishops  of  the  Church, 
and  was  graduated  in  1894,  receiving  the  highest 
grade  in  a class  of  nine.  In  1S95  he  entered  the 
Conference  in  a traveling  relation,  and  is  now 
pursuing  another  four-years’  course  of  study  in 
connection  with  his  work.  In  1894  he  was  ap- 
pointed  to  serve  Hammansburg  and  South  Lib- 
erty. The  following  year  he  was  on  Hoytville 
Circuit,  and  in  1896  received  his  present  appoint- 
ment at  Bettsville.  Though  only  in  the  work  a 
few  years,  Mr.  Brandeberry  has  developed  those 
qualities  that  have  advanced  him  from  one  of  the 
minor  places  to  one  of  the  best  circuits  in  the 
Central  Ohio  Conference.  He  is  an  earnest 
Christian  worker,  and  gains  the  love  and  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
From  the  time  he  cast  his  first  vote  up  to  1893, 
he  always  supported  the  Republican  party,  but 
is  now  a strong  Prohibitionist.  By  his  friends 
he  has  been  offered  political  positions;  but  his 
aspirations  are  not  in  that  line,  though  he  takes 
quite  an  interest  in  public  matters,  desiring  to 
see  the  most  competent  men  placed  in  office. 
He  possesses  a farm  of  forty-one  acres  in  Section 
35,  Bloom  township. 

John  W.  Fare  is  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
Troy  township,  pleasantly  located  in  Section  t 1, 
and  although  his  residence  in  this  county  is  of 
comparatively  short  duration,  he  has  already 
identified  himself  with  the  representative  and 
progressive  citizens.  In  April,  1S83,  he  located 
upon  his  fine  farm  of  116  acres,  then  only  par- 
tially improved,  which  he  had  purchased  the 
previous  year,  coming  here  from  Toledo,  Ohio, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Mr.  Fark  was  born  in  Woodville  township. 
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Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1854,  and  is  a son  of 
Ernst  Henry  and  Louisa  (Miller)  Park.  The  j 
father,  who  was  a native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  \ 
was  unmarried  on  locating  in  Sandusky  county, 
and  at  an  early  day  he  also  worked  in  Perrvsburg,  j 
Wood  county.  For  his  first  wife  he  wedded 
Mary  Borchesding,  who  died  in  Woodville  town- 
ship, leaving  two  daughters — Caroline,  wife  of 
Henry  Ernsthausen,  of  Freedom  township,  Wood 
county;  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Hartman,  of  Lucas 
county,  Ohio.  In  1853,  in  Woodville  township, 
Sandusky  county,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Ernst  Henry  Fark  and  Miss  Louisa  Miller,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Diedrich  Miller,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Woodville  township,  where  he  helped  to  build 
the  pike,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fark  still  make  their  home  in 
Woodville  township,  where  he  developed  a farm 
from  the  forest,  and  reared  a family  of  seven 
children,  who  are  still  living,  namely : }ohn  W.,  ; 

of  this  sketch;  Henry,  who  resides  upon  the 
home  farm;  William,  who  is  foreman  of  a tele- 
graph line  of  Toledo;  Mrs.  Kate  Aufderhide,  of 
the  same  city;  August,  who  is  married,  and  is 
engaged  in  bookkeeping  in  Toledo;  Mrs.  Emma  I 
Hoodlebrink,  of  Woodville;  and  Fred,  at  home.  1 

Like  most  farmer  boys,  John  W.  Fark  was 
reared,  and  in  the  schools  of  Woodville  township 
obtained  his  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  left  the  parental  roof,  being  for  two  years  I 
employed  as  a farm  hand,  and  then  went  to  To- 
ledo, where  he  worked  at  car  repairing  for  two  j 
months  during  the  day  time,  and  then  was  made 
night  inspector,  which  position  he  held  for  one 
year.  His  next  employment  was  in  a foundry, 
but  after  a short  time  he  entered  a sash  factory, 
and  on  leaving  that  place  secured  work  on  a tele- 
graph line.  He  next  came  to  Troy  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

At  Toledo,  in  1 S 8 r , Mr.  Fark  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Louisa  Havekost,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Monroe,  Mich.  Her  parents,  John 
and  Anna  (Behrens)  Havekost,  were  both  natives 
of  Germany.  The  father,  who  was  an  ocean 
sailor,  went  in  1849  to  California,  where  he 
worked  in  the  mines  for  a time,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  Fatherland,  and  on  again  coming 
to  the  United  States  located  near  Monroe,  Mich., 
where  he  and  his  wife  still  live.  Seven  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife — 
Ernest  John,  Charley  H.,  Lewis,  Annie,  Lorena, 
Gertrude  and  Mabel,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
September  7,  1896,  aged  eleven  months.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Woodville,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  by  . 


which  party  he  was  elected  in  1890  as  trustee, 
and  still  continues  to  fill  that  office.  For  six- 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board,  and  for  two  terms  was  supervisor. 

George  Hampshire,  for  many  years  one  of 
the  leading  well-to-do  farmers  and  extensive 
landowners  of  Portage  township,  Wood  county, 
is  now  living  retired  from  active  work,  enjoying 
the  prosperity  which  he  acquired  by  hard  work 
during  his  early  years.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  February  1,  1831,  in  Morgan  county,  near 
Eagleport,  son  of  Jonas  and  Mary  (Swope 
Hampshire. 

Jonas  Hampshire  was  born  October  16,  1S08, 
in  Baltimore  county,  Md.,  son  of  Barney  Hamp- 
shire, who  in  1 S 1 1 removed  with  his  family  to 
Ohio,  locating  first  in  Muskingum  county,  where 
they  lived  seven  years,  and  thence  removing  to 
Morgan  county.  Barney  Hampshire  was  drowned 
in  the  Muskingum  river.  He  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children — four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
Jonas  Hampshire  was  married  in  1S30,  in  Mor- 
gan county,  to  Mary  Swope,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Swope,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them 
there — George  and  Henry.  In  the  fall  of  1832 
the  family  removed  to  Seneca  county,  locating 
in  Jackson  township,  where  Mr.  Hampshire  had 
entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  they  were  pio- 
neers in  that  region,  the  country  being  very 
sparsely  settled  at  the  time  of  their  arrival. 
They  continued  to  reside  there  for  over  twenty- 
years,  in  1858  removing  to  Wood  county  and 
settling  on  a farm  in  Section  34,  Portage  town- 
ship. Here  Mr.  Hampshire  had  invested  in  200 
acres  of  farm  land,  on  which  the  timber  was  still 
standing,  no  trees  having  been  chopped  except 
by  coon  hunters.  He  cleared  the  land,  however, 
and  continued  to  improve  it  during  his  lifetime, 
converting  it  into  a valuable  property.  A hard- 
working man,  he  met  with  well-merited  success, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  being  the  owner  of  316 
acres  of  land  east  of  Jerry  City,  and  thirty-three 
acres  south,  residing  on  the  latter  place  for  some 
years  previous  to  his  decease.  He  gave  each  of 
his  children  a farm.  He  became  quite  promi- 
nent in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county,  where 
he  served  as  township  trustee  and  assessor,  and 
he  was  an  ardent  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Having  a natural  aptitude 
for  military  tactics,  he  took  great  interest  in  such 
affairs,  and  was  captain  of  a company  of  home 
militia  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  L ■ . Ohio. 

Of  the  children  born  to  |. mas  and  M r\  Hamp- 
shire the  following  named  lived  to  maturity: 
George;  Henry,  who  lives  in  Garden  City,  Fans.; 


■ 


' 


s 


MRS.  NANCY  HAMPSHIRE.  GEORGE  HAMPSHIRE. 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


TOl 


Emanuel,  of  Garnet,  Ivans.;  Abraham,  now  liv- 
ing in  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Rachel,  who  married  Sol- 
omon S.  Frederick,  and  died  in  Henry  township; 
and  Catharine  (Mrs.  John  Cupp),  of  Hammans-  | 
burg.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1866,  in 
Portage  township,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Hampshire  wedded,  on  December  11,  1866,  Mrs. 
Hannah  (Clinger)  Sanderlin.  To  this  union  were  ; 
born  three  children— Jonas  W. , of  Portage  town- 
ship; Aminda,  who  died  in  young  womanhood; 
and  John,  who  is  a farmer  of  Bloom  township. 
Mr.  Hampshire  passed  from  earth  July  29,  1892,  j 
in  Bloom  township,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jerry- 
City  cemetery.  He  was  a member  of  the  Luther- 
an Church.  Mr.  Hampshire  possessed  a strong  1 
will,  and  force  of  character,  traits  which  marked 
the  whole  course  of  his  life,  and  which  were  no  i 
small  factors  in  his  success  and  popularity. 

George  Hampshire  passed  all  his  early  life  in 
a pioneer  region,  and  he  was  initiated  into  the  j 
mysteries  of  agriculture  in  a new  country  at  a 
tender  age.  They  lived  two  miles  from  a school,  I 
and,  work  at  home  being  plenty,  he  as  the  eldest 
son  could  not  be  spared  from  the  farm,  so  that 
the  greater  part  of  his  education  has  been  ac-  ; 
quired  by  his  own  efforts.  On  December  4,  1851, 
he  was  married,  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca 
county,  to  Miss  Nancy  Foster,  who  was  born  in 
that  towmship  February  8,  1833,  daughter  of 
Christian  Foster,  who  came  to  Seneca  county 
froin  Perry  county,  this  State,  in  an  early  day. 
After  his  marriage  our  subject  farmed  on  his  ; 
father’s  land,  in  Seneca  county,  until  January  31, 
1865,  w'hen  he  removed  to  Wood  county,  taking 
up  his  home  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Section 
33>  Portage  township,  of  which  at  that  time  but 
two  acres  were  cleared,  and  seven  acres  chopped, 
and  the  dwelling  and  farm  buildings  were  but 
rude  structures.  Mr.  Hampshire  was  obliged  to 
go  in  debt  $500  for  this  tract,  and  he  at  once  set 
to  work  to  make  it  productive,  succeeding  so  well 
that  he  was  later  enabled  to  buy  eighty  acres  ad- 
joining his  original  purchase.  He  also  has  110 
acres  in  Bloom  township,  being  the  owner,  alto- 
gether, of  270  acres  of  excellent  farm  land.  Mr. 
Hampshire  does  not  now  engage  in  active  farm 
work,  having  acquired  a snug  competence  for  his 
declining  years.  He  is,  indeed,  a self-made  man, 
and  throughout  his  business  career  he  has  retained 
his  honorable  standing  among  his  fellowmen,  w ho 
esteem  him  for  his  many  sterling  qualities.  He 
has  been  trustee  in  his  township  two  terms, -and 
has  also  served  as  school  director,  but  he  is  no 
politician,  and,  though  he  is  a Democrat  in  sen- 
timent, he  supports  the  best  man,  regardless  of 
party  ties. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hampshire  have  had  children  as 
follows:  Amanda  (now'  Mrs.  Daniel  Smith  , of 

Liberty  tow-nship;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  A.  W.  Lefler), 
of  Toledo;  Jonas  H.,  who  w-as  deputy  sheriff  of 
Wood  county  and  a registered  pharmacist,  and 
now  living  on  a farm  of  ninety  acres  of  his  own, 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  Bowling  Green; 
Magdalena  R.  (Mrs.  J.  D.  Simons),  of  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Lucinda,  living  at  home;  Alice  M.  (Mrs. 
Charles  Harnard),  of  Jerry  City;  Amelia  (Mrs. 
John  Harrison),  of  Portage  tow-nship;  Christ  C., 
a farmer  of  Bloom  township;  Charles  W.,  at 
home;  and  Cora  E. , who  died  when  four  years 
old.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamp- 
shire' are  active  members  of  the  Radical  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  trustee. 

George  M.  Palmer,  a leading  citizen  and 
representative  farmer  of  Montgomery  township, 
residing  in  Section  28,  was  born  in  Penfield 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  January  17,  1857, 
and  is  a son  of  Randolph  P.  and  Esther  C.  Palmer. 
His  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Camden, 
N.  Y. , in  the  year  1820,  migrated  to  Penheld 
tow-nship,  Lorain  county,  in  1835,  with  his  par- 
ents, Edw'ard  and  Lucretia  (Babcock;  Palmer, 
where  the  former  died,  but  the  death  of  the  latter 
occurred  in  Wood  county.  Both,  however,  were 
interred  in  Lorain  county. 

Randolph  P.  Palmer  had  good  educational 
advantages  for  his  day,  and  for  six  years  was  a. 
successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Lexington, 
Ivy.  On  November  16,  1847,  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  he  wedded  Mrs.  Esther  C. 
Pearmain,  who  was  born  at  Mayfield,  N.  Y., 
April  29,  1820,  and  w-as  the  widow  of  Edward 
Pearmain.  Her  father,  William  McConnell, 
was  the  son  of  George  McConnell,  a native  of 
Scotland,  and  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  who  at  one  time  was  the  tutor  of  a 
son  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  later  of  Noah 
Webster.  Her  father,  who  was  a cripple  for 
many  years,  wras  a man  of  much  more  than 
ordinary  intellect,  and  for  thirty-five  years  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  New  York,  in  which 
State  he  lived  before  coining  to  Ohio.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jerusha  Hale,  was 
born  in  Pittsfield,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Hale,  and  a relative  of  the  celebrated  John  P. 
Hale.  Mr.  McConnell  died  at  Lagrange.  Ohio, 
December  30,  1863,  where  he  located  on  coining 
from  New  York,  and  his  wife  passed  awav  it 
Grafton,  Ohio,  August  9,  1856.  They  were  de- 
vout Methodists.  They  reared  a family  of  ten 
children — three  sons  and  seven  daughters.  Al- 
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though  he  owned  a farm,  he  never  actively  en-  | 
gaged  in  its  operation,  as  his  crippled  condition 
would  not  permit  it.  Being  a good  scholar,  he  , 
was  also  an  able  writer. 

It  was  in  i860  that  the  father  of  our  subject 
came  to  Wood  county,  locating  first  in  Mont-  ! 
gomery  township,  but  after  a short  time  remov- 
ing to  Freeport  (now  Prairie  Depot),  where  he  j 
conducted  a hotel  in  an  old  log  building.  Later 
he  replaced  this  by  a frame  structure,  where  he 
continued  to  carry  on  the  hotel  business  in  con- 
nection with  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
also  owned  a farm  adjoining  the  village  on  the 
north.  On  May  2,  1864,  he  joined  Company  K,  j 
144th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  July  14,  1S64,  of 
typhoid  fever  in  the  hospital  at  Fort  Dix,  Md. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  that  place.  He 
was  considerably  above  the  average  man,  intellec- 
tually, and  being  a great  reader  was  well-informed 
on  topics  of  general  interest.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Palmer  sold  the  hotel 
property,  and  removed  to  the  farm,  where  she 
remained  until  her  children  were  grown.  Her 
death  occurred  at  the  home  of  a daughter  in 
Oneida,  Kans. , January  26,  1891.  In  the  family 
were  four  children:  Wilton,  born  December  24, 

1849,  who  is  a physician  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.; 
Cleantha  E.,  born  September  19,  1852,  Mrs. 
George  Dale,  of  Los  Angeles;  George  M.  and 
Laura  L,  born  September  25,  1858,  now  Mrs. 
David  Gilmore,  of  Oneida,  Kansas. 

George  M.  Palmer  was  only  a child  when 
brought  to  Wood  county  by  his  parents,  who 
first  located  in  Section  13,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, near  the  county  line,  after  a short  residence 
there  removing  to  Prairie  Depot,  where  our  sub- 
ject attended  the  common  schools.  Being  a 
warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  education,  the  im- 
provements made  in  the  schools  are  in  accord- 
ance with  his  ideas.  During  his  youth  he  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  entered  the  general  store  of  S.  E. 
Tilton  as  a clerk,  and  there  remained  for  seven  | 
years.  On  February  1,  1883,  in  Montgomery 
township,  Mr.  Palmer  was  united  in  marriage  j 
with  Miss  Agnes  W.  Telfer,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  January  7,  1839,  daughter  of  John 
and  Martha  (Craig)  Telfer,  the  former  of  Scotch 
and  the  latter  of  Irish  extraction.  They  came 
from  Deerfield,  Ohio,  to  Montgomery  township. 
Wood  county,  and  here  the  father  died.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children — three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Seven  children  graced  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife:  John  R. , born  May 

5,  1884;  Kenneth  W.,  born  March  5,  1886; 


Esther  M.,  born  May  25,  1888;  Roland  C.,  born 
July  22,  1890,  died  August  21,  1892;  Thomas  T. , 
born  July  15,  1892;  Margaret  E.,  born  July  3, 
1894;  and  George  McKinley,  born  September 
16,  1896. 

Palmer’s  addition  to  Prairie  Depot  was  so 
named  because  it  was  taken  from  a part  of 
Randolph  P.  Palmer’s  farm,  and  our  subject  pur- 
chased the  remaining  thirteen  acres,  which  ad- 
joined the  village.  After  residing  there  for  some 
time,  he  traded  it  for  a tract  of  land  in  Section 
13,  Montgomery  township;  but  on  March  20, 
1892,  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Section 

28,  comprising  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land.  He 
also  owns  120  acres  in  Marseilles  township, 
Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio.  Upon  his  present  farm  he 
has  five  producing  oil  wells,  and  upon  the  old 
farm  adjoining  Prairie  Depot,  was  found  the 
most  fertile  field  in  the  township.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  progressive  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
the  locality,  and  is  well-informed  on  the  leading- 
topics  of  the  day.  A stanch  Republican,  he  has 
much  more  than  a voting  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party;  for  three  terms  was  clerk  of  his 
township,  and  since  1894  has  been  trustee. 
Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  Patrons  of  Industry, 
and  he  merits  and  receives  in  the  highest  degree 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives. 

E.  M.  Fries,  an  able  young  attorney  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Parker 
& Fries,  was  born  in  Bloom  township,  September 

29,  1866,  the  fifth  in  a family  of  seven  children 
born  to  his  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Lehigh 
county,  Penn.,  where  the  ancestors  of  both  had 
settled  at  an  early  period.  His  father’s  people 
were  of  Scotch  and  English  blood,  but  had  lived 
so  long  among  the  Pennsylvania-Dutch  that  they 
spoke  their  language. 

Solomon  Fries,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
November  24,  1824,  and  his  mother,  Louisa  Char- 
lotte Steckel,  a lady  of  Dutch  descent,  was  born 
in  1835.  They  were  married  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where 
for  several  years  Mr.  Fries  followed  the  brick- 
layer’s trade,  and  in  1S62  they  removed  to  their 
present  home  in  Bloom  township. 

After  some  years  of  attendance  at  the  district 
school,  our  subject  spent  two  years  in  the  academy 
at  Fostoria,  and  the  same  length  of  time  in  the 
Ohio  Normal  University,  at  Ada.  takingthe  course 
in  civil  engineering  in  addition  to  his  work  in  the 
literary  department.  Alter  leaving  school  lie 
taught  one  year,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  L.  E A W.  R.  R.  as  civil  engineer.  A year 
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later  he  went  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he  re- 
mained eighteen  months,  working  for  the  city  en- 
gineer and  for  a land  company.  Returning  to 
Ohio,  he  took  a course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School,  graduating  in  1893  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  He  then  came  to  Bowling  Green,  and 
after  a year  of  preliminary  work  in  an  office  he 
became  a partner  of  Robert  S.  Parker.  PI  is  fine 
native  talents  and  thorough  training  give  warrant 
to  his  large  circle  of  friends  in  their  expectations 
of  a successful  career.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. 

George  W.  Hedge,  an  extensive  lumber 
dealer  residing  at  Prairie  Dep>ot,  is  one  of  the 
best-known  aud  most  popular  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Abbeyville,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  February  22, 
184S.  He  is  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents, 
George  B.  and  Catherine  M.  (Crawford)  Hedge. 

W1  ten  our  subject  was  seven  years  old  the 
family  moved  to  Wood  county,  and  he  entered 
District  School  No.  3,  in  Montgomery  township, 
which  was  taught  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Guernsey.  He 
had  already  attended  school  in  Medina  county, 
entering  at  the  early  age  of  four  years.  He  was 
very  apt  at  learning,  and  after  spending  some 
time  in  the  district  school  was  sent  to  a private 
institution  at  Prairie  Depot,  taught  by  a Mr.  Mc- 
Peck.  His  father  was  at  this  time  in  the  saw- 
mill business,  and  the  lad  early  acquired  a knowl- 
edge of  its  details,  so  that  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  mill,  early 
displaying  the  ability  which  has  manifested  itself 
in  the  more  extensive  operations  of  his  later 
days. 

Mr.  Hedge  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, December  28,  1873,  in  Prairie  Depot,  to 
Miss  Melita  Graham,  daughter  of  John  and  Me- 
lita  (Anderson)  Graham.  She  was  born  January 
8,  1852,  in  Montgomery  township,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
locality.  The  young  couple  located  on  twen- 
ty acres  in  Section  20,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, which,  with  the  exception  of  a clear- 
ing of  three  acres,  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, covered  with  trees  and  brush,  which  had  to 
be  cleared  away  before  a house  could  be  erected. 
On  this  place  Mr..  Hedge  lived,  cultivating  his 
land,  apd  at  the  same  time  working  in  the  mill 
with  his  father,  who  had  made  him  a partner  in 
the  business  when  he  was  only  twenty-two  years 
old.  They  had  in  operation  at  this  time  a self- 
acting shingle  machine,  which  was  the  first 
one  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  Wood  county. 
This  partnership  continued  until  February, 


1888,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  in  June, 

1889,  our  subject  started  the  mill  which  he  is 
now  operating.  On  Januarv  5,  1874,  Mr.  Hedge 
was  the  victim  of  a terrible  accident,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  will  never  recover.  He  was 
caught  in  a belt,  and  dragged  under  the  shaft  and 
thrown  some  distance,  his  right  arm  being  torn 
into  pieces,  the  hand  being  thrown  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  other  portions  in  different  places,  while 
the  bone  at  the  shoulder  was  entirely  stripped  of 
flesh  for  some  nine  inches.  It  was  a horrible 
sight,  but  Mr.  Hedge  walked  unassisted  to  his 
house,  a distance  of  thirty  rods.  Many  a man 
would  have  succumbed  to  such  a shock,  but  his 
great  vitality  aided  his  rapid  recovery,  and  in 
four  weeks  he  was  again  ready  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness. Although  the  loss  of  his  arm  has  been  a 
great  hardship.,  he  has  mastered  ever)7  detail  of  his 
business,  and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in 
all  his  undertakings.  His  saw,  planing  and  feed 
mill  is  an  extensive  plant,  built  in  modern  style, 
equipped  with  the  latest  machinery,  and  from  ten 
to  twelve  men  are  employed  the  year  round. 
In  connection  with  this  he  has  a large  lumber 
business,  and  handles  all  kinds  of  woods,  both  na- 
tive and  foreign.  He  has  erected  the  dwelling  in 
which  the  family  lives,  his  home  place  has  been 
transformed  into  fertile  fields  and  fruitful  or- 
chards, and  comfortable  buildings,  with  all  modern 
conveniences,  have  taken  the  place  of  the  primi- 
tive structure  in  which  he  at  first  made  his  home. 
Mr.  Hedge  now  owns  284  acres  of  land  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Wood  County  Fair  Association,  and  is  one  of 
Montgomery  township’s  leading  men  and  repre- 
sentative citizens.  His  grand  success  in  a busi- 
ness, wherein  a majority  fail,  can  be  attributed  to 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  its  requirements,  and 
to  his  fair  and  honest  methods  of  dealing.  There 
is  no  detail  in  his  establishment,  no  matter  how 
intricate,  that  he  is  not  perfectly  familiar  with. 
While  suffering  under  the  disadvantage  of  having 
but  one  arm,  he  can  skillfully  operate  machinery 
that  many  men  with  both  arms  would  not  be  able 
to  manipulate.  While  he  had  no  capital  in  the 
way  of  money  with  which  to  start  in  life,  his  as- 
sociation with  his  father,  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  George  B.  Hedge  & Son,  gave  him  great  pres- 
tige and  credit,  which  in  later  years  he  has  never 
abused,  and  as  an  individual  he  stands  as  high  as 
that  firm  ever  did.  Mr.  Hedge  has  a delightful 
home,  in  which  he  takes  great  pleasure,  and  there 
are  few  men  in  Wood  county  in  private  Iile  who 
have  so  extensive  and  so  valuable  a circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. One  child,  only,  has  blessed  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  a daughter. 
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named  Carrie.  For. many  years  she  was  a great 
sufferer  from  inflammatory  rheumatism,  but  j 
through  the  best  medical  skill  that  money  could  i 
procure,  and  the  tender  nursing  of  her  devoted  par- 
ents, she  has  finally  recovered.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Hedge  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  supports  good  men  for  office, 
even  if  they  happen  to  be  of  some  other  political 
faith.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Prairie  I 
Depot,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Rebekah  Lodge. 

John  W.  Knight,  one  of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  England  has  furnished  to  Ohio,  was  born 
September  I,  1852,  in  Taunton,  England,  and  is  j 
a son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Warren)  Knight,  j 
also  natives  of  the  same  country.  He  was  about 
four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  1 
the  Isle  of  Guernsey,  one  of  the  Channel  Islands,  j 
There  he  attended  French  schools  and  became  1 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  French  language; 
he  also  had  an  English  governess  at  home. 
When  a youth  of  nine  summers  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  America  on  a German  vessel, 
which  landed  at  New  York,  October  10,  i86r,  j 
and  the  family  took  up  their  residence  in  San- 
dusky, Erie  Co.,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  place,  and  completed  his  education  in  a bus- 
iness college  in  that  town.  Subsequently  he  was  ! 
for  five  years  employed  in  the  printing  office  of  the 
Sandusky  Journal , but  was  obliged  to  abandon 
that  vocation  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  then 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  here 
followed  farming  continuously  until  1891,  when 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  oil 
wells,  and  now  owns  and  controls  fifteen  wells, 
from  which  he  derives  a good  income.  He  also 
served  as  postmaster  at  Trombley,  to  which  po- 
sition  he  was  appointed  during  President  Cleve- 
land's first  administration,  being  the  first  incum-  | 
bent  in  the  office. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married  in  Liberty  township,  ! 
October  30,  1878,  to  Mrs.  Apalinda  (Mercer)  I 
Whitacre,  widow  of  Samuel  Whitacre.  She  had 
two  children  by  her  first  marriage:  Olearius  T. 

and  ElethaO.,  both  students  in  Bethany  College, 
West  Virginia.  The  children  of  the  second 
marriage  were  Lloyd,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months;  and  Deyo  R. , at  home.  Our  sub- 
ject has  prospered  in  his  business  undertakings, 
owing  to  his  well-directed  efforts.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  490  acres  of  land,  lying  in  Liberty, 
Henry,  Jackson  and  Weston  townships,  120 
acres  of  which  came  by  inheritance  to  Mrs. 
Knight,  from  her  father,  Daniel  Mercer,  late  of 


Bowling  Green  (familiarly  known  as  "Uncle 
Dan”),  and  from  the  Whitacre  estate.  Mr. 
Knight  has  erected  a handsome  barn,  as  good  a 
one  as  the  county  affords,  also  a poultry  house 
and  yards,  which  are  worthy  the  notice  of  many 
poultry  owners.  He  also  owns  on  his  premises 
an  electric-light  plant,  lighting  his  residence  and 
barn,  all  the  building  and  fixing  being  done  dur- 
ing the  year  1896.  In  politics  our  subject  was 
formerly  a Democrat,  but  is  now  a stalwart  Pro- 
hibitionist. For  many  years  he  has  served  as 
school  director,  and  the  cause  of  education  finds 
in  him  a warm  friend,  while  in  Church  work  he 
takes  an  active  part,  and  is  now  elder  in  the  Dis- 
ciples Church. 

Joseph  Bender  is  one  of  the  industrious  and 
skillful  farmers,  fruit  growers  and  gardeners  of 
Center  township,  and  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  that  portion  of  Wood  county.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a splendid  farm,  all  of  which  is  highly 
cultivated;  his  residence,  which  is  a very  hand- 
some and  commodious  one,  his  fine  barns  and 
outbuildings,  add  materially  to  the  appearance  of 
the  place,  and  to  its  value  from  a financial  point 
of  view.  He  is  a native  of  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  born  June  8,  1830. 

His  father,  George  Bender,  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland county,  Penn.,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  fol- 
lowed there,  but  when  still  a young  man  removed 
to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming.  He  wedded  Mary  Failor,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children:  Elizabeth, 

wife  of  Nelson  Close,  of  Crawford  county;  An- 
drew F. , a retired  farmer  of  Michigan;  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Ealy,  an  agriculturist  of  Crawford 
county;  Susan,  wife  of  John  Kyser,  a very  sys- 
tematic and  industrious  farmer,  a prominent 
Grange  lecturer,  and  a representative  of  his 
county  in  the  State  legislature;  George,  a time- 
honored  minister  of  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ;  Samuel,  deceased;  and  Jo- 
seph, of  this  sketch.  The  father  died  in  Craw- 
ford county,  and  the  mother,  who  preceded  him 
to  the  world  beyond,  passed  away  in  1832. 

Joseph  Bender  continued  on  the  home  farm 
until  reaching  his  majority,  receiving  as  good  an 
education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  period,  which  education  he  sup- 
plemented by  two  years  attendance  at  Otterbein 
University,  and  then  spent  three  vears  teaching 
school.  He  then  went  to  Wvandot  countv, 
Ohio,  which  was  mostly  inhabited  bv  Indi- 
ans, and  remained  there  several  years,  devoting 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  1 
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farm  of  seventy  acres,  which  he  converted  into  a 
valuable  tract.  On  selling  out,  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  buying  forty-six  acres  of  land  in 
Center  township.  There  he  built  a fine  residence 
at  a cost  of  $2,000,  put  up  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings, and,  besides  general  farming,  gives  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  fruit  growing — having 
an  excellent  orchard,  and  other  land  planted  in 
berries,  tie  finds  a ready  sale  for  his  products 
in  the  markets  of  Bowling  Green,  and  on  his 
place  has  some  very  fine  Jersey  cows — the  best 
in  the  county — in  which  he  takes  an  especial 
pride,  and  he  is  fast  becoming  an  extensive 
breeder  and  shipper  of  A.  J.  C.  C.  stock. 

In  Wyandot  county,  in  1854,  Mr.  Bender 
was  married  to  Miss  T.  M.  Wilcox,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children:  Wilder  Pease,  born 

August  14,  1855,  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  was  graduated  with  high 
honors  from  Otterbein  University  in  the  classical 
course  in  the  class  of  1880,  of  which  class  he  was 
elected  orator;  he  then  took  a course  in  theology, 
and  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ,  in  1883;  he  is  now  a 
prominent  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  and  is  at 
present  stationed  at  Port  Jefferson.  Ohio.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Kate  Kershner,  of  Bowling  Green. 
Sherman  Larkum,  the  younger  son,  was  born 
July  5,  1857,  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  was  a student  in  Otter- 
bein University  until  his  junior  year,  when  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  his  literary  pursuits  and 
cherished  desire  of  the  profession  of  law,  on  ac- 
count of  failing  eyes;  he  is  now  in  the  employ  of 
the  United  States  Express  Company  at  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Fie  married  Miss  Jessie  Stackhouse,  of 
Fremont,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Bender  is  classed  by  his  fellow  citizens  as 
one  of  the  public-spirited  and  representative  men 
of  the  township,  and  merits  and  receives  the 
warmest  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  is  a worthy  and  sincere  Christian 
gentleman,  holding  membership  with  the  Church 
of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  of  which  he  has 
been  trustee,  besides  holding  other  offices,  and 
his  family  also  hold  the  same  faith.  He  and  his 
two  sons  take  an  active  interest  in  everything  for 
the  welfare  of  their  township  and  county,  and 
use  their  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

John  II.  Monasmith.  Among  the  young  and 
energetic  farmers  of  the  county  is  this  gentleman, 
who  is  successfully  operating  a fine  farm  in  Bloom 

township.  Fie  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
45 


honored  pioneer  families,  his  parents  being  Elias 
H.  and  Elizabeth  (Flaugher)  Monasmith,  and 
was  born  October  14,  1865,  in  Section  28,  Bloom 
township. 

The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  Mahoning  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  March  10.  1831,  and  he  was  one  of 
: the  eleven  children  of  George  and  Esther  Mona- 
i smith,  the  others  being  John  P.,  Susan,  Eliza- 
beth, Samuel,  Henry,  Mary  A.,  Lydia  E. , Mar- 
tin, Levi  and  Martha  C.  Five  of  the  number 
i served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war — 

, Samuel,  Henry,  Martin,  John  P.  and  Elias  H , 
the  latter  belonging  to  Company  E,  144th  O.V.I., 

! serving  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
his  term  of  enlistment.  He  was  first  married  'in 
I Mahoning  county  to  Elizabeth  Musser,  who  there 
died,  leaving  one  child — \V.  E. , now  a resident 
of  Bloom  township.  It  was  in  1S59  that  the 
father  arrived  in  Wood  county,  entirely  without 
means,  owning  only7  a horse  and  buggy.  He  had 
recently  passed  through  a siege  of  typhoid  fever, 
which,  together  with  the  expenses  of  his  wife's 
sickness  and  death,  exhausted  his  resources,  and 
he  was  $100  in  debt.  Rinehart  Simon  kindly  of- 
fered him  a home  until  he  could  obtain  work. 
For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Elizabeth 
Flaugher,  one  of  the  fifteen  children — seven  sons 
and  eight  daughters— of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Flaugher,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children — Flora,  now  Mrs.  Adam  Exline,  of 
j North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  John  FI.,  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Frank  \V.,  a fanner  of  Bloom  town- 
| ship.  The  mother,  who  was  a Methodist  in 
religious  belief,  died  in  September,  1890,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 
Later  the  father  married  Elizabeth  Kistler,  of 
! Newton  Falls,  Ohio.  At  the  time  of  his  first 
purchase  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  town- 
! ship  he  had  $So  to  pay  on  the  same,  and  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  the  house  once  occupied  by  Smith, 
the  noted  horse-thief,  who  had  tied  from  the  com- 
i munity  at  the  time  his  thefts  were  discovered. 
Besides  his  farming  operations,  Mr.  Monasmith 
also  engaged  in  ditching  to  a considerable  extent, 
and  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, engaged  in  improving  the  farm  to  its  pres- 
ent fine  condition,  until  April  1,  1895,  when  he 
: removed  to  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  where  he  is  now 
living  retired,  though  he  still  owns  ninetv  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  Bloom  township.  Fie  became 
' one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  community,  honored  alike  by 
young  and  old,  rich  and  poor.  Flis  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party. 

John  FI.  Monasmith  acquired  a practical  edu- 
cation in  District  School  No.  S,  and,  in  addition 
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to  his  farm  duties,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he 
began  ditching  for  his  father,  which  business  he 
followed  until  after  reaching  his  majority.  On 
April  13,  1891,  in  Bloom  township,  he  was 

united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Ridgely,  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  Ridgely,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children — 
Emma  C.,  born  March  22,  1892;  Pearl  M.,  born 
September  7,  1893;  and  Ervy  C. , born  August 

27,  1 895. 

Mr.  Monasmith  is  a straightforward  agricult- 
urist and  business  man,  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  is  destined  to  win  success  in  his  chosen 
calling.  He  has  done  much  in  the  work  of 
placing  the  old  homestead  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  so  that  it  yields  him  bountiful  returns. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Disciples  Church. 
They  are  earnest  Christian  people,  and  are  the 
center  of  a large  circle  of  warm  friends. 

John  H.  Cox,  who  carries  on  farming  opera- 
tions in  Plain  township,  is  a native  of  the  county, 
having  been  born  June  2,  1853,  in  Center  town- 
ship, and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Under- 
wood) Cox. 

Joseph  Cox  was  born  September  30,  1802,  in 
Virginia,  whence,  in  1816,  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Findlay,  Ohio,  which  at  that  time  was 
but  an  Indian  village,  known  as  Fort  Findlay. 
On  September  2,  183S,  he  married  Jane  R.  Un- 
derwood, and  to  them  were  born  twelve  children 
— eight  sons  and  four  daughters — of  whom  seven 
sons  survive.  Five  of  the  eight  sons  served  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  fighting  for  their 
country,  and  one  of  them,  Joseph  U.,  never 
reached  home  again,  dying  from  wounds  received 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  Of  the  four 
daughters,  two  died  in  infancy,  the  other  two 
growing  to  womanhood,  and  dying  within  about 
one  year  of  each  other.  The  father  was  a pio- 
neer of  Wood  county,  and  his  life  was  one  of 
hardships;  but  he  was  always  upright  and  honest 
in  all  his  dealings;  was  equally  patriotic,  and 
ever  zealous  for  the  right.  He  died  December 
7,  1878,  aged  76  years,  2 months  and  7 days. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  district 
school  of  Perrysburg  township,  and  worked  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  1889,  when  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  known  as 
the  “Chapman  F'arin.”  On  this  he  has  placed 
many  improvements,  and  converted  it  into  a val- 
uable property.  In  1S79  he  married  Miss  Naomi 
De  Seims,  who  was  born  in  Ottawa  county,  in 
1855,  a daughter  of  Jason  De  Seims.  Of  this 


union  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Ethel  G. ; Jessie  M.  (deceased);  Lucretia  L. ; 
John  W. ; Ralph  E. ; Clyde  H.;  Jason  D. , and 
Dwight  L.  (deceased).  Mr.  Cox  has  served  as 
schoql  director  in  both  Perrysburg  and  Plain 
townships,  and  is  a member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  at  Bowling  Green. 

James  Miller,  a retired  agriculturist,  resid- 
ing in  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Cambridge- 
shire, England,  July  12,  1838.  When  he  was 

about  four  years  old,  his  father  came  to  America 
with  his  family,  and  after  a voyage  of  six  weeks 
landed  at  New  York,  from  there  going  to  Cleve- 
land, subsequently  to  Medina,  Ohio,  and  finally 
1 settled  in  Wood  county,  April  15,  1854. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Miller, 
was  born  in  Soham,  Cambridgeshire,  England, 
September  13,  i8or,  and  was  married  in  1828  to 
Elizabeth  Turner,  whose  birth  took  place  De- 
cember 1 1,  1802,  in  Reading,  Berkshire,  England, 
William  Miller  was  a tailor  by  occupation,  and 
after  coming  to  this  country  worked  at  his  trade 
in  the  various  places  in  which  he  lived,  owning  a 
shop  in  Medina.  After  coming  to  Wood  county 
he  purchased  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  on 
which  his  family  resided  while  he  carried  on  his 
j occupation,  working  for  some  years  for  Austin 
I VanBlarcum,  of  Portage,  He  afterward  went  to 
Kansas  with  one  of  his  sons,  and  died  at  Clifton, 
that  State,  June  2S,  1877,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  many  years  previous,  her  death  taking 
place  March  28,  1S48. 

Mr.  Miller,  Sr.  was  a man  of  fine  proportions 
and  weighed  180  pounds.  He  was  an  intelligent, 
active  man,  a great  reader  and  well-informed. 
He  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  consistent  Christian 
people.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and 
was  a loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  To 
him  and  his  estimable  wife  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born  : Sarah  married  Charles  Wa- 

ters, now  deceased,  and  lives  in  Medina,  Ohio; 
Henry,  died  when  fourteen  years  old:  Ann  mar- 
ried Isaac  Waters,  and  they  now  reside  in  Kan- 
sas; Robert  is  a banker  in  Tiffin,  Ohio;  William 
died  February  16,  1887,  in  his  fifty-third  year: 
James  is  our  subject:  Thomas  is  a farmer  in  Clif- 
ton, Washington  Co.,  Kans;  Eliza  is  the  wife 
of  Arbor  Tebbit,  of  Medina,  Ohio;  the  ninth  child 
died  in  infancy. 

James  Miller  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Liberty  township,  and  obtained  a good  education 
in  the  district  school  of  Liberty  township.  He 
was  first  married  August  14,  1861,  to  Miss  Mary 
Parmenter,  who  was  born  at  Portage,  Ohio,  De- 
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cember  7,  1841,  and  died  March  23,  1876,  leav- 
ing three  children:  Henry,  born  April  14,  1864, 

died  October  26,  of  the  following  year;  John 
Sherman,  born  September  3,  1865,  married  Mrs. 
Johnson,  and  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  Clara  E., 
born  October  21,  1872,  died  April  1,  1892.  Mr. 
Miller  was  again  married  April  15,  1877,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Zerelza  C.  Aller,  who  was  born 
June  20,  1854,  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio.  Of 
this  union  four  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Ernest  Wm.,  born  March  28,  1878,  is  attending 
school  in  Bowling  Green;  Grace  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1879,  and  Royal  J.,  born  June  20,  1885, 
also  in  school;  and  True  E. , born  January  30, 
1888. 

Mr.  Miller  owns  a good  farm  of  eighty  acres 
which  is  in  the  oil  belt,  and  has  some  wells  upon 
it;  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active  business, 
but  takes  an  interest  in  the  growth  and  welfare 
of  his  town  and  county,  and  is  always  read}'  to 
do  his  share  to  assist  in  public  enterprises.  With 
his  estimable  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  Disci- 
ples Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Miller  has  belonged 
since  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  was  at  one 
time  a Republican,  but  of  late  years  has  affili- 
ated with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  uses  his 
influence  in  the  promotion  of  temperance  princi- 
ples. He  has  many  warm  friends  in  Bowling 
Green  and  vicinity.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a daughter  of 
Zacheus  and  Lucy  Ann  (Martin)  Aller,  both  of 
whom  were  born  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y. , of  which 
place  their  parents  were  early  settlers,  and  where 
they  were  married.  In  1861  they  removed  to 
Wood  county,  settling  in  Liberty  township, 
where  the  father  died  in  1863,  when  fifty-one  j 
years  of  age.  The  mother  subsequently  mar- 
ried Daniel  Mercer  (whose  sketch  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  work),  and  is  residing  in 
Bowling  Green;  Daniel  Mercer  died  September 
23,  1896,  leaving  a widow  and  seventeen  children. 

John  McLain,  a prominent  citizen  of  Grand 
Rapids  township,  the  owner  of  a fine  farm,  and 
a leader  in  local  affairs,  was  born  in  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  March  30,  1833.  He  is  of  Scotch 
descent,  his  grandparents,  Sarah  and  John  Mc- 
Lain, having  emigrated  to  America  about  the  end 
of  the  last  century,  and  located  upon  a farm  in 
Mifflin  county,  Penn.,  where  their  son  Robert, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  October  12,  1802. 
During  the  boyhood  of  Robert  McLain,  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
father  engaged  in  salt  manufacturing  and  the  dis- 
tilling of  spirits. 

Robert  M.  McLain  was  married,  in  Jefferson 
county,  to  Miss  Rachel  B.  Barton,  a lady  of  Ger- 


i man  and  Irish  parentage,  and  a native  of  Mifflin 
county,  Penn.  After  their  marriage  they  moved 
to  Holmes  county,  and  lived  there  about  thirty 
years;  then,  in  1852,  they  moved  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  bought,  first,  160  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Grand  Rapids  township,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
1880,  the  mother  preceding  him  to  the  grave  by 
two  years.  They  held  a prominent  place  among 
the  early  settlers  of  their  vicinity,  their  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  winning  the  regard  for 
them  of  all  who  knew  them.  Twelve  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom  the  last  two 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  were:  Elizabeth, 
now  the  widow  of  David  Hannah,  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio;  Sarah,  who  married  James  Yorhes, 
both  now  deceased;  Samuel,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  while  in  prison  at 
Salisbury;  John,  our  subject;  William,  a mem- 
ber of  the  police  force  at  Toledo;  Nancy,  who 
died  in  girlhood;  Martha,  wife  of  Emanuel  Guyer, 
a farmer  of  Weston  township;  Thomas,  deceased 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  Nancy  Jane,  the  wife  of 
S.  Burwell;  and  Mary  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years. 

John  McLain,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
received  his  early  education  at  his  native  place, 
the  school  house  of  his  district  being  a log  cabin, 
with  greased  paper  in  the  windows  as  a substi- 
tute for  glass.  He  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  bought 
sixty  acres  of  land  near  Grand  Rapids,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  and  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  125  acres,  all  under 
cultivation,  and  some  valuable  town  property. 
He  no  longer  shares  in  the  active  work,  dele- 
gating that  to  other  hands;  but  he  still  superin- 
tends the  estate,  residing,  however,  in  the  town 
of  Grand  Rapids.  He  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  enlisted  at  Perrysburg,  August  8. 
1862,  in  Company  D.  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Col.  Bond  and  Capt.  J.  E.  McGowan,  and  served 
throughout  the  struggle.  His  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  23d  Corps,  army  of  the  Ohio,  and 
participated  in  over  thirty  important  engage- 
ments, including  those  of  Knoxville,  Atlanta  en- 
tire campaign),  Nashville  and  Franklin.  'Mr. 
McLain  was  fortunate  in  escaping  the  bullets  of 
the  enemy,  but  received  a serious  injury  from 
falling  into  a washout.  He  was  discharged  at 
Cleveland,  June  29,  1865,  and  soon  afterward 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Toledo, 
which  he  carried  on  for  five  years,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  Wood  count}  farm.  He  was  mar- 
ried October  1,  1858,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Brown,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Brown,  a leading  citizen 
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of  Weston  township.  Two  children  came  of 
this  marriage:  Lillie  A.,  born  August  14,  1859,  I 
died  September  21,  1875;  and  Edward,  born 
August  25,  1868,  now  a promising  young  agri- 
culturist of  Henry  county,  Ohio.  The  mother  of 
these  died  of  heart  disease,  January  25,  1884, 
and  our  subject  afterward  wedded  Miss  Angeline  i 
H iner,  daughter  of  Henry  Hiner,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  They  have  no 
children. 

Mrs.  McLain  is  an  able  and  generous  worker 
in  various  lines  of  philanthropic  effort,  and  a 
leading  member  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
and  the  Aid  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  denomination  our  subject  is  also  an  active 
worker,  having  been  a trustee  for  fifteen  years, 
also  holding  the  offices  of  steward,  class  leader 
and  Sunday-school  superintendent.  His  good 
judgment,  enterprising  spirit  and  fine  executive 
ability  have  often  been  turned  to  the  service  of 
the  community  at  large,  and  he  is  a favorite  can- 
didate of  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality, 
having  served  as  supervisor  fifteen  years,  school 
director  fifteen  years,  and  assessor  two  years;  in 
1890  he  was  census  enumerator,  and  he  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  township  trustee. 
During  the  winter  of  1875-76  he  was  in  the 
United  States  mail  service  between  Sandusky 
and  Chicago.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  Post  No.  24,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio, 
which  he  organized,  and  he  has  been  commander 
(with  the  exception  of  a few  years)  since  its  or- 
ganization, active  and  earnest  in  the  work  of  car- 
ing for  and  assisting  his  needy  soldier  comrades. 

Henry  A.  Robertson  is  a representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Wood 
county.  His  father,  Amelius  Robertson,  was 
born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1822,  and  with 
his  parents  came  to  this  country  during  his  child- 
hood. The  family  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle 
on  Hull  Prairie,  and  there  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject secured  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  trans-  i 
formed  into  a highly  cultivated  farm.  He  soon 
became  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  in- 
lluential  citizens  of  the  community,  and  for  six- 
teen years  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  W.  Frazer, 
who  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1827.  I 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children: 
Henry  A.;  Dr.  fames  E.,  who  was  born  May  22, 
1855,  and  is  a practicing  physician  in  Kansas; 
John  A.,  who  was  born  November  27,  1858,  is 
operating  the  old  homestead;  George,  born 
August  23,  1861;  Mary  A.,  born  September  2, 
1863,  wife  of  O.  M.  Ulrich,  of  Dayton,  Ohio; 


Fray  A.  D.,  born  September  21,  1S65;  Margaret 
E.  R.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1869.  and  died 
April  24,  1870;  Marjory  F.,  born  September  16, 
1872,  now  keeping  house  for  her  brother.  1'he 
father  of  this  family  died  July  7,  1888,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  September  24,  1894. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  log 
school  house  near  his  home,  and  there  became 
familiar  with  the  rudiments  of  knowledge;  but 
subsequently  he  pursued  a course  of  study  in  the 
State  University  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  becoming  a 
civil  engineer.  Since  that  time  he  has  followed 
his  chosen  profession  to  a greater  or  less  extent. 
He  is  now  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fine  poultry. 

Mr.  Robertson  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  has,  however,  served  for  one 
term  as  road  supervisor.  In  manner  he  is  quiet 
and  unassuming,  and  his  genuine  worth,  his 
genial  and  affable  manner  and  his  sterling  quali- 
ties have  won  him  the  friendship  and  regard  of 
many. 

Albert  G.  Henry,  M.  D.,  a prominent  and 
enterprising  physician  of  North  Baltimore,  is  a 
native  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  born  November 
5,  1849.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Henry, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Han- 
cock count}-.  The  grandmother  died  in  Findlay 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

James  L.  Henry,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  9,  1821,  in  Perry  county,  Penn.  Com- 
ing to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  he  bought  a farm 
there,  and  later  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Hancock  County  Infirmary;  was  also  elected 
sheriff  of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Frances 
Dodge,  who  died  in  Hancock  county,  in  1S61; 

, her  husband  followed  her  to  the  home  beyond 
April  1,  1884.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Albert  G.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Edward;  J.  C. ; 
Araminta,  who  married  G.  Chase,  of  Findlay; 
Sophrona,  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Baker;  Lizzie  D., 
who  married  Charles  Pendleton,  of  Findlay. 
Mr.  Henry  married  a second  time,  and  by  that 
union  had  one  son,  Claude. 

Dr.  Henry  was  reared  in  Hancock  county, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Ada  Normal  School 
in  1870.  He  began  teaching  when'  only  sixteen 
years  old,  going  to  school  in  his  leisure  moments, 
and  reading  medicine.  His  preceptors  were  F.  J 
Baldwin  and  S.  S.  Voder,  M.  I).,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  also  a member  of  Congress.  Dr. 
Henry  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1873,  and 
commenced  to  practice  medicine  in  North  Balti- 
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more  on  June  23,  of  the  same  year.  In  1881  he 
completed  a post-graduate  course  in  Columbus 
Medical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio.  When  the  town 
began  to  develop  Dr.  Henry  became  known  as 
one  of  its  leading  spirits  and  active  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens,  and  gave  almost  every  enterprise  the 
benefit  of  his  assistance,  among  which  were  the 
glass  companies,  town  water  works,  electric  light 
plants,  etc.  He  built  the  first  drug  store,  and 
built  and  owns  the  Henry  Opera  House  Block, 
one  of  the  finest  structures  in  the  county.  He 
also  instituted  and  backed  a steam  laundry  com- 
pany. In  1894  his  opera  house  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  causing  a loss  of  $25,000;  however,  he 
promptly  rebuilt  it.  It  is  45  by  153  feet,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  1,000.  Dr.  Henry  is  also 
owner  and  manager  of  the  North  Baltimore  Elec- 
tric Light  & Power  Company,  which  is  valued  at 
$50,000.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  North  Baltimore,  on  which  are  ten  oil 
wells,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Henry  is 
a large  property  owner.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  society,  has  a large  practice,  and  his 
genial  nature  has  won  for  him  many  friends.  He 
is  surgeon  for  the  C.  H.  & D.  R.  R.,  and  the 
B.  & O.  R.  R. ; is  a member  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railway  Surgeons  Association,  of  the  North- 
western Ohio  Medical  Society,  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Society,  and  also  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  Politically  he  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic party- 

in  1874  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  F.  Eaton,  who  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  October  31,  1851.  They  have  had  two 
children,  Carl  and  Cleah,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
taken  away  March  7,  1896,  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years;  she  was  an  accomplished  musician, 
a devoted  daughter  and  a lover  of  home,  and  the 
void  in  the  family  circle  can  only  be  realized  and 
understood  by  those  who  have  passed  through 
similar  trials. 

John  Russell,  a wealthy,  retired  agricultur- 
ist residing  in  Bowling  Green,  is  a native  of  this 
county,  born  in  Center  township,  March  19, 
1838. 

His  father,  Joseph  Russell,  was  born  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  where  his  parents,  who 
came  from  Pennsylvania,  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  Dupes,  and 
afterward  moved  to  Wood  county,  and  took  up 
boo  acres  of  land,  a part  of  which  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  our  subject,  bv  purchase.  He  re- 
turned with  the  family  to  his  old  home  several 
times,  and  engaged  in  fanning  there,  but  finally 
settled  down  in  Wood  county  to  stay,  and  died 


there  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  January  9,  1889,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  They  were  true  pioneers, 
patriotic,  energetic  and  courageous.  Three 
daughters  and  five  sons  were  born  to  them,  and 
of  the  latter,  five  did  gallant  service  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  passed  through 
many  engagements  without  receiving  any  serious 
wounds.  Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  in 
this  family.  The  others  are:  Jane,  who  mar- 

ried W.  Underwood;  James;  Sarah  (deceased), 
who  married  Joseph  Anderson;  Joseph;  Susan, 
the  widow  of  George  Garner;  Britton,  and  Charles, 
all  residents  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Russell  made  the  most  of  the  educational 
opportunities  afforded  by  the  district  schools  near 
the  old  homestead  when  he  was  a boy,  and  later 
engaged  in  farming  as  an  occupation.  In  1S62 
he  volunteered  in  Company  K,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and 
served  under  Sherman,  taking  part  in  all  the 
principal  battles  of  the  army  of  the  West.  He 
was  married,  February  16,  1864,  while  at  home 
on  a furlough,  to  Miss  Amanda  Rogers,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  August  11,  1S39. 
After  being  mustered  out,  July  30,  1865,  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  farm  in  Center  township,  where 
he  lived  twenty-seven  years.  He  still  owns  100 
acres  there,  and  holds  the  original  papers  which 
passed  the  title  from  the  government  to  his  fa- 
ther. A few  years  ago  he  bought  a fine  propert}’ 
at  the  county-seat,  where  he  and  his  wife  now 
reside.  He  has  one  daughter,  Clara  E.,  born 
June  16,  1867,  who  was  married  September  13, 
1887,  to  E.  L.  Crum,  of  Wood  county;  they 
have  two  children,  Ruth  and  John.  Mr.  Russell 
is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a charter  member 
of  Wiley  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  and  his  wife  are 
among  the  leading  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  active  helpers  in  every  worthy  cause. 

James  M.  Brown,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Perrysburg  township,  residing  near 
Dowling,  was  born  in  Bellefontaine,  Logan  Co., 
Ohio,  April  27,  1830.  His  parents,  Harlin  S. 
and  Mary  A.  (Colvin)  Brown,  were  natives  of 
Kentucky,  but  were  married  in  Logan  county,  in 
October,  1829,  and  lived  there  for  some  years, 
the  father  following  the  trade  of  shoemaker. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  them:  Elizabeth, 

deceased;  John  C.,  now  a resident  of  Monticello, 
Ind.;  Joseph  FT,  deceased;  Rosana  and  Mahlon 
S.,  deceased;  Annie  E..  now  the  wife  of  James 
IT  Linton,  of  Botkins,  Ohio;  James  M.,  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  A.  and  Margaret  J.,  deceased;  Wil- 
son W. , of  Dowling,  Ohio;  and  Charles  L..  re- 
siding in  Roscommon,  Michigan. 
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Squire  Brown,  as  his  friends  call  him  (and  his 
friends  are  found  wherever  he  is  known),  received 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Newtown, 
Ind.,  where  his  parents  moved  when  he  was  but 
four  years  old.  He  was  bound  out  to  work  for 
his  board  and  clothes  when  a boy,  and  at  nine- 
teen found  employment  on  the  Erie  canal.  He 
continued  in  this  occupation  until  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Euritta  J.  Egbert,  who  was  born  in  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  October  20,  1834.  He  then  sought  a 
better  means  of  making  a livelihood,  and  in  1870 
moved  to  this  county  and  bought  forty  acres  of  1 
land  in  Perrysburg  township,  which  he  has  since 
carefully  improved.  He  is  now  one  of  the  opu- 
lent farmers  of  the  vicinity,  and  holds  an  import - 
tant  place  in  the  community,  his  natural  ability 
and  integrity  of  character  having  gained  him  the 
entire  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  was 
first  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1877,  and  has 
now  held  the  office  for  more  than  eighteen  con- 
secutive years.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  for 
six  years  has  been  a notary  public.  Where  he  is  | 
well  known  he  receives  votes  irrespective  of  party 
lines,  but,  being  a Democrat,  the  large  Republican 
plurality  in  this  county  has  prevented  him  from 
entering  county  office,  although  the  members  of 
his  party  have  often  prevailed  upon  him  to  lead 
the  “ forlorn  hope”  for  the  sake  of  their  cause. 
He  has  displayed  the  spirit  of  the  true  soldier  on 
many  occasion,  and  in  1861  was  among  the  first 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  country,  enlisting  in 
Company  H,  57th  O.  V.  I.,  and  serving  until 
December,  1863.  There  were  six  of  the  Brown 
boys,  who  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion in  1861,  thus  furnishing  Uncle  Sam  with  at 
least  eighteen  years  of  service.  He  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Fort  Meigs  Lodge  No.  774, 
of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  123,  and 
of  Robert  Stewart  Post  No.  690,  G.  A.  R.  He 
is  the  present  postmaster  at  Dowling. 

Joseph  Redfearn.  Like  a giant  oak  in  a 
forest  of  weather-beaten  comrades,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  stands  prominent  among  those  noble 
pioneers  whose  best  energies  have  been  spent  in 
bringing  Wood  county  forward  to  her  present 
high  position  in  the  magnificent  galaxy  of  Ohio's 
counties. 

He  was  born  February  14,  1812,  in  Muker, 
Yorkshire,  England.  His  father,  Francis  Red- 
fearn, a farmer  and  miner  there,  married  Ruth 
Milner,  and  reared  a family  of  six  children.  In 
1830  they  came  to  the  United  States  on  the 
“Caledonia,”  landing  at  Philadelphia  after  a 
voyage  of  seven  weeks  and  four  days.  He  first 


located  at  Pottsville,  Penn.,  where  he  mined  coal 
for  some  time,  and  on  coming  to  Ohio  spent  two 
years  in  Wayne  county,  and  then  settled  in 
Washington  township,  Hancock  county,  in  the 
woods.  To  reach  their  new  home  they  had  to 
cut  a road  for  their  wagon  for  most  of  the  way 
from  Fostoria  (then  Rome  and  Risdon),  and  they 
crossed  the  Sandusky  river  by  floating  their 
wagon  and  making  their  cattle  swim  the  stream. 
In  later  years  our  subject's  father  bought  a large 
tract  of  land  in  Jo  Davies  county,  111.,  near 
Apple  River,  where  he  died  January  13,  1858, 
his  wife  having  passed  to  her  final  rest  November 
9 of  the  previous  year.  Of  their  children  the 
eldest,'  Peter,  died  at  Apple  River  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years  from  injuries  received  in  a runaway. 
Francis  died  at  Warren,  111.,  at  seventy-eight 
years  of  age.  Joseph  is  our  subject.  Ruth  was 
married  in  the  fall  of  1830  to  Charles  Gould- 
borough,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  with  whom  she 
has  now  passed  over  sixty-five  years  of  married 
life.  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Levitt, 
of  Arlington,  S.  D.  Margaret  married  John  Ea- 
ton, and  died  at  Apple  River  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

Joseph  Redfearn  had  little  opportunity  for 
education,  but  he  was  ambitious,  and,  while 
working  on  the  farm  during  the  day,  he  attended 
night  school  in  England — paying  two  cents  a 
night.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily came  to  America,  and  he  quickly  found  em- 
ployment as  a farm  hand,  being  unusually  strong 
and  active.  He  could  mow  two  acres  of  grass  in 
a day  with  a scythe,  and  has  done  many  a large 
day’s  work  at  threshing  with  a flail,  being  paid 
fifty  cents  per  day,  and  even  that  was  not  always 
in  cash.  He  was  married  January  8,  1835,  t0 
Miss  Ann  Phillips,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
July  19,  1816,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Phillips, 
an  early  settler  of  Washington  township,  Han- 
cock county.  He  and  his  wife  began  housekeep- 
ing on  fifty  acres  of  land,  a gift  from  his  father, 
and  he  entered  forty  acres  more,  all  “in  the 
woods.”  He  traded  this  soon  after  to  his 
brother,  Francis,  for  a tract  of  eighty  acres  in 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  to  which  he  re- 
moved December  7,  1837,  their  first  home  being 
a comfortable  log  house.  Tiffin  was  the  nearest 
point  where  a good  gristmill  could  be  found,  though 
there  were  several  horse  mills  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  age:  Henry 
and  Francis  are  farmers  in  Nemaha  county,  Neb.: 
Peter  died  at  McC  >ml>  in  1892:  Harrison,  a 
farmer  of  Perry  township,  died  in  1872;  Matilda 
A.  married  Dr.  E.  J.  Reed,  of  Lcipsic;  Joseph 
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p.  is  a farmer  in  Cass  township,  Hancock  county; 
James  R.  is  a prominent  merchant  of  Bloomdale;  i 
John  O.  is  a prosperous  farmer  in  Nemaha  county, 
Neb.,  and  a leading  citizen  of  his  neighborhood;  ' 
Rhoda  S.  married  Jerry  Loman,  and  died  Decem- 
ber I,  1894;  Margaret  R.  is  the  wife  of  R.  B. 
Drake,  an  insurance  agent  of  Tiffin;  Charles  is  a 
farmer  in  Perry  township,  and  Edward  T.  is  a 
farmer  in  Bloom  township.  On  February  19, 
1864,  Mr.  Redfearn’s  wife  died,  and  she  was 
buried  in  Fostoria  cemetery.  She  was  a woman 
of  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  a devout 
Christian  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  was  deeply  and  sincerely  mourned.  Mr. 
Redfearn  never  married  again.  Their  children 
have  taken  honorable  positions  in  life,  and  the 
family  hold  a prominent  place  in  the  history 
of  this  county.  All  are  abstainers  from  liquors 
and  tobacco,  and  their  upright  lives  reflect  honor  \ 
upon  the  father  who,  by  precept  and  example,  j 
has  trained  them  for  useful  citizenship.  Four 
sons  served  in  the  Civil  war,  a remarkable 
record.  Henry  was  a member  of  a Nebraska 
cavalry  regiment;  Peter  enlisted  in  Wood  county 
in  the  one-hundred-days’  service;  William  H. 
served  in  the  famous  49th  O.  V.  I.,  the  “Black 
Swamp  Jayhawkers,”  and  Joseph  P.  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I. 

Mr.  Redfearn  has  owned  large  tracts  of  land 
at  different  times,  and  had  held  the  title  to  all  the 
land  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street  in  Bloom-  1 
dale,  but  has  sold  it  for  building  purposes.  He  | 
has  given  his  children  a good  start  in  life,  and 
still  owns  325  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  and  Cass 
townships.  Despite  his  advanced  age  he  is  in 
good  health,  aside  from  being  a sufferer  from  rheu- 
matism, and  his  mental  faculties  are  clear,  his 
native  shrewdness  and  caution  being  in  no  way 
lessened.  In  politics  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  from  its  beginning,  but 
previously  he  was  a Whig.  He  served  as  con- 
stable in  his  younger  days,  but  has  never  joined 
in  the  struggle  for  political  honors.  He  has,  1 
however,  been  a leading  promoter  of  different 
measures  for  the  public  welfare,  and  gave  liber- 
ally toward  the  building  of  the  first  court  house 
at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  For  over  fifty  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  M.  F.  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  every  office  except  that  of 
preacher,  and  he  was  a teacher  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years. 

John  W.  Miller.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  Christopher  Miller,  a native 
of  Germany,  sailed  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren for  America.  After  a long  and  tedious  voy- 


age of  nine  months  they  arrived  at  New  York. 
Delay  after  delay  had  occurred,  and  crew  and 
passengers  were  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  At 
length  the  vessel  reached  New  York  harbor,  and 
Mr.  Miller,  with  his  family,  proceeded  to  Alle- 
gany county,  Md. , where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days.  Two  of  his  sons  were  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  1812.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Mil- 
ler, was  born  in  Allegany  county,  on  December  i„ 
1805.  He  was  a man  of  limited  education,  and 
was  reared  on  a farm,  while  throughout  his  busi- 
ness career  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  married  Miss  Charlotte  Duckworth,  also  a 
native  of  Allegany  county,  born  April  S,  1812. 
In  1865  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to- 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  locating  on  a farm  of 
105  acres  in  Trenton  township,  where  he  spent 
his  remaining  days.  His  death  occurred  April 
30,  1894,  and  his  wife  passed  away.  May  1 , 18S7. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  namely;  Fouise,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Deremer,  and  after  his  death  married 
Monroe  Cockrell,  her  death  occurring  in  Delaware 
county;  Uriah,  who  died  in  Delaware  county,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five;  Harriet  Ann,  wife  of  Henry 
Dash,  of  Maryland;  Almira,  wife  of  James  Foor. 
of  Delaware  county;  Henry  H.,  who  is  carrying 
on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Delaware  county; 
Floyd  \Y. , a farmer  of  Union  county,  Ohio; 
Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Emery  Feak,  and 
died  in  Delaware  county;  Altha,  wife  of  Jefferson 
Miles,  of  Delaware  county;  Mary,  who  is  living 
in  the  same  county;  John  Vv . , of  this  review; 
Zeltha  wife  of  Franklin  DeWclf,  of  Delaware 
county;  and  Rebecca,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  twelve  years  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Delaware  county. 
He  began  his  education  in  an  old  log  school 
house  in  his  native  county,  and  completed  it  in 
the  district  schools  of  this  State.  During  vaca- 
tions and  after  school  hours  he  aided  in  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  the  farm,  and  con- 
tinued to  give  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  serv- 
ices until  his  marriage. 

On  February  16,  1SS1,  Mr.  Miller  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Miss  Tina  Tripier,  the  wedding 
ceremony  being  performed  in  Trenton  township. 
Delaware  county.  The  lady  was  born  in  Lick- 
ing county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1857,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Payne)  Tripier. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
the  former  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  25,  Jackson  township,  continuing  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  for  five  years,  when 
he  sold  and  purchased  his  present  farm  compris- 
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ing  eighty  acres.  He  has  made  this  one  of  the 
valuable  and  desirable  properties  in  Wood  coun- 
ty, has  erected  a pleasant  and  substantial  resi-  j 
dence,  built  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  fenced,  j 
tiled  and  ditched  the  entire  place.  The  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  of  the  farm  indicates  his  care- 
ful supervision,  and  the  place  is  a monument  to  j 
his  thrift  and  enterprise.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  | 
have  had  two  children:  Sperna,  born  July  1 2, 

1 8 8 3 ; and  Blynn  T.,  born  May  15,  1895,  died 
August  30,  1S95. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Miller  is  a stalwart 
Democrat,  unswerving  in  his  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party.  He  has  been  honored  with 
several  local  offices,  having  served  as  school  di- 
rector, road  supervisor  and  is  now  trustee.  His  life 
has  been  an  honorable  and  upright  one,  and  he 
has  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  true  to  every  duty,  and  gives  a j 
hearty  support  to  all  interests  which  he  believes 
will  benefit  the  community.  In  personal  appear- 
ance he  is  tall  and  finely  proportioned,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  citizens  of  Wood  county. 

Floyd  W.  Heald,  a prominent  resident  of 
Bowling  Green,  and  the  deputy  collector  of  the 
loth  District,  wasborn  in  Crawford  county,  Penn. , 
December  3,  1861.  Genial,  popular,  possessed 
of  fine  mental  gifts,  a sound  practical  education,  j 
a character  which  inspires  confidence,  a magnifi- 
cent physique,  he  is  well  fitted  to  fill  any  office 
of  public  trust  to  which  he  may  aspire. 

Until  the  age  of  fifteen,  his  life  was  spent 
upon  a farm,  assisting  his  father  in  the  work,  and 
attending  the  district  school.  In  1876  his  father 
bought  a sawmill,  where  Mr.  Heald  was  em- 
ployed for  some  time.  He  then  worked  a while 
in  the  oil  fields;  but  at  eighteen,  entered  the 
State  Normal  school  at  Edinboro,  Penn.,  and 
studied  for  two  terms.  For  two  years  following, 
he  was  baggage  master  at  Chautauqua,  N.  Y., 
during  the  summer  season,  and  in  1882,  he  came 
to  Jerry  City,  and  entered  the  employ  of  J.  D. 
Wilsey  & Sons,  as  boat-oar  finisher  in  their  ex- 
tensive factory.  He  remained  with  them  six 
years,  finding — or  making — time,  in  the  intervals 
of  labor,  to  continue  his  studies  in  the  Normal 
school  at  Fostoria,  and  he  now  holds  a diploma 
from  the  business  course  of  that  institution,  hav- 
ing passed  the  examination  with  a grade  of  99 
per  cent. 

In  1884,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Jerry  City, 
by  a large  majority,  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  proved  an  efficient  and  popular  officer.  On 
leaving  the  firm  of  Wilsey  & Sons,  Mr.  Heald 
formed  a partnership  with  Henry  Meyers  in  the 


lumber  business,  buying  for  Eastern  markets;  but 
this  soon  ceased  to  be  profitable,  and  he  went  to 
work  for  the  Ohio  Oil  Co.,  first  as  pumper  and 
then  as  tool  dresser,  and  while  thus  engaged  he 
was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  Wood  county  by 
William  B.  Bryant.  The  duties  of  this  office 
were  performed  with  his  accustomed  ability  and 
energy,  and  brought  him  into  favorable  notice 
throughout  the  county,  and  in  1895  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position.  He  is  a member 
of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the 
K.  of  P. 

George  Brim.  Ohio,  as  well  as  her  sister 
States,'  has  her  quota  of  citizens  of  foreign  birth, 
who,  coming  to  this  favored  land  in  pursuit  of 
fortune,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  derived 
from  its  free  institutions,  have  not  only  reaped 
the  reward  of  their  labors  in  the  shape  of  material 
prosperity,  but  have  added  to  the  resources  of 
their  communities,  and  to  the  progress  and  better- 
ment of  their  people.  Among  those  who  claim 
“ Merrie  Old  England"  as  the  land  of  their 
nativity  may  be  found  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  the  story  of  his  life,  briefly  given  here,  may 
form  an  incentive  to  some  other  young  man 
whose  start  in  life  may  be  made  under  no  more 
favorable  auspices  than  was  his. 

George  Brim  was  born  April  25,  1S34,  in 
beautiful  Devonshire,  England,  the  son  of  W.  W. 
and  Harriet  (Ellis)  Brim.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  the  same  locality,  the  father  born 
August  19,  1809,  and  the  mother  October  2, 

1810.  They  came  of  poor  people,  and  when 
quite  young  were  both  bound  out  to  the  same 
man.  They  grew  up  together,  shared  each 
other’s  joys  and  sorrows,  worked  together  and 
played  together,  and  their  love  for  each  other 
deepened  as  the  boy  and  girl  developed  into  youth 
and  maiden,  finally  culminating  in  their  marriage, 
which  took  place  January  10,  1834.  For  some 
time  after  this  event  Mr.  Brim  worked  on  a farm 
1 at  $2.20  a week,  and  when  they  finally  decided 
to  come  to  America,  in  1855,  the  only  capital 
they  possessed  on  reaching  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
was  one  sovereign.  They  had,  however,  no  end 
of  courage  and  hopefulness,  and  with  their  only 
child,  George,  began  their  life  in  the  new  country 
with  brave  hearts  and  a determination  to  succeed. 

From  the  outset  the  son  cast  in  his  lot  with 
his  father,  and  together  the  two  worked  and 
managed  their  affairs,  the  younger  man  con- 
tributing in  no  small  degree,  by  his  business 
ability  and  industry,  to  their  success  in  the  New 
World.  They  first  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
l in  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  and  added  to  it 
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as  their  means  increased  until  at  one  time  they 
owned  360  acres;  all  of  this  was  prairie  land, 
which  they  converted  into  farms,  and  cultivated. 
They  were  prosperous  from  the  beginning,  and 
at  his  death,  which  took  place  April  5,  1885,  the 
father  was  a wealthy  man.  The  mother  is  now 
making  her  home  with  her  son  George. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  July  4, 
1865,  to  Miss  Amelia  Austin,  who  was  born  in 
Somersetshire,  England,  February  10,  1848. 

Her  parents  were  James  and  Mary  (Keats)  Austin, 
the  former  of  whom,  born  in  England  in  1823, 
died  in  Wood  county  in  1865;  the  latter  also  died 
in  Wood  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brim  have  had 
a family  of  four  children:  (1)  James  E.,  born 

April  16,  1866,  married  Lena  Knauss,  and  lives  in 
Bowling  Green ; they  have  three  children — Walter, 
Ethel  and  Mabel.  (2)  Walter,  born  October  16, 
1867,  was  educated  at  the  Ada  Normal  School, 
and  resides  at  home;  he  was  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 1895,  to  Cora  Goldsmith.  (3)  Samuel,  born 
March  25,  1870,  died  January  3,  1871.  (4) 

George,  born  November  12,  1876,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Brim  is  recognized  as  a leading  man,  and 
one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Wood  county.  He  is 
unassuming  in  his  manners,  attends  strictly  to  his 
business  and  has  accumulated  a fine  property. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican ; socially  he  belongs 
to  Centennial  Lodge  No  626,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of 
Bowling  Green. 

Michael  Amos,  Je.  This  prosperous  and  in- 
telligent farmer  living  in  Section  3,  Portage  town- 
ship, has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Wood  county. 
His  father,  who  also  bears  the  name  of  Michael, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  living  pioneers.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  November  28, 
1818,  and  in  October,  1837,  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  Michael  and 
Caroline  (Sondheimer)  Amos.  They  took  pas- 
sage on  the  “Wild  Lion"  at  Havre,  France,  and 
after  a long  and  tedious  voyage  of  thirty-six  days 
landed  safely  at  New  York.  At  New  Lisbon, 
Ohio,  they  remained  until  January,  1838,  when 
the  grandfather  hired  a team  and  brought  his 
family  to  Section  1,  Portage  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
partially  improved  land.  There  his  death  oc- 
curred September  29.  1S3S,  from  typhoid  fever 
and  nostalgia,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  on  the  farm, 
but  his  body  was  afterward  interred  in  Portage 
cemetery. 

The  father  of  our  subject  being  the  eldest 
son,  the  care  of  the  family  fell  upon  him,  and,  in 
order  to  better  perform  this  duty,  he  worked  for 
others  as  a farm  hand.  His  widowed  mother 


lived  with  him  a great  portion  of  the  time,  but 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Frederick,  in  Port- 
age township.  In  1844,  Mr.  Amos  married 
Theresa  Brackley,  a native  of  Lancaster,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  Michael  Brackle}’,  a carpenter 
by  trade.  Eight  children  came  to  bless  their 
union:  Michael,  of  this  review;  Philip,  a farmer 

of  Portage  township;  Catherine,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Ezra  Heminger,  and  died  in  Center  town- 
ship; John,  who  died  in  the  same  township,  and 
left  a family;  Anthony,  a farmer  of  Center  town- 
ship; William,  a butcher  of  the  village  of  Port- 
age; Charles,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  and 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Monroe  Helm,  of  Port- 
age. The  father  bought  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead,  and  now  has  a 
good  farm  of  132  acres,  while  he  has  given  each 
of  his  children  forty  acres  or  its  equivalent.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  two  of  the  few  old 
pioneers  left  in  Portage  township,  are  highly  re- 
spected people,  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Although  they  have  now  reached  a 
ripe  old  age,  and  are  bent  by  years  of  toil,  the\ 
are  yet  comparatively  active.  The  entire  life  of 
Mr.  Amos  has  been  passed  in  usefulness  and  hard 
labor.  He  never  cared  for  political  preferment, 
but  has  served  as  school  director  and  supervisor, 
and  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 

On  Section  1,  Portage  township,  October  4, 
1848,  Michael  Amos,  Jr.,  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  day.  He  attended  school  a few 
months  each  winter  in  District  No.  1,  thus  ac- 
quiring a fair  education,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty left  home,  going  to  Nebraska,  where  he  re- 
mained a month.  For  a short  time  he  was  then 
employed  on  a farm  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
after  which  he  went  to  Pike  county,  111.,  and 
later  to  southeastern  Missouri,  where  he  engaged 
in  hunting  and  trapping.  With  the  money  thus 
earned  he  returned  to  Pike  county,  111.,  where 
he  was  employed  by  James  Wallace  to  take  rafts 
down  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  which  proved 
quite  profitable,  our  subject  receiving  $2  per  day 
and  board.  H'e  worked  in  Illinois  for  some  time 
and  helped  to  cut  135  acres  of  wheat,  which  was 
bound  by  hand,  after  which  he  came  Tack  to 
Wood  county.  In  the  fall,  however,  he  went  to 
Missouri,  where  he  again  engaged  in  hunting  and 
trapping,  spent  the  following  summer' in  a fishery 
in  Illinois,  and  the  next  winter  was  also  passed 
in  Missouri.  On  returning  to  Wood  county,  he 
engaged  in  ditching  and  threshing  for  several 
years. 

On  December  21,  1876,  in  Portage  township, 
this  county,  Mr.  Amos  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  Wilcox,  a native  of  Sandusky 


. 

■ 


, 


714 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Sterling  Wilcox. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them  : Ed- 

ward B.,  who  is  attending  school  in  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio;  and  Curtis  and  “Cap”,  at  home. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  rented  a 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Center  township,  and  his 
first  purchase  was  ninety-three  acres  in  Section 
3,  Portage  township,  mostly  unimproved,  with  a 
log  house  standing  upon  it.  For  three  years  he 
made  that  place  his  home,  and  on  selling  out 
removed  to  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Section  2,  in  April,  1881.  He  is  a wide-awake, 
progressive  citizen,  and  has  made  his  place  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  Portage  township.  Besides 
general  farming,  he  has  also  dealt  in  stock  for 
several  years,  making  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances while  engaged  in  this  business.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  workers  in  the  Republican  party  in 
the  community,  and  in  1886  was  elected  in- 
firmary director,  taking  the  office  January  i,  1887, 
in  which  he  served  very  acceptably  for  six  years. 
Both  himself  and  wife  are  esteemed  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Isaac  G.  Rideout,  a reliable  and  progressive 
agriculturist  of  Ross  township,  was  born  near 
Massillon,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  May  1,  1839,  and  is 
a son  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Galpin)  Rideout, 
both  natives  of  Dorsetshire,  England,  the  former 
born  December  24,  1793,  and  the  latter  Decem- 
ber 3,  1798.  On  emigrating  to  the  New  World, 
in  1830,  they  located  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  where 
the  father  worked  in  the  Moore  & Hart  foundry 
for  a few  years,  but,  in  1844,  became  a resident 
of  WTood  county,  purchasing  forty-five  acres  of 
the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  lives.  Five 
of  their  ten  children  were  born  in  England,  and 
in  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  James, 

deceased;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  T.  Whitson,  and 
a resident  of  Iowa;  Thomas,  of  Lucas  county, 
Ohio;  Jane,  wife  of  John  Kinney,  of  Lime  City, 
Ohio;  and  William,  deceased.  The  births  of  the 
others  occurred  in  Stark  county,  Ohio — Anna, 
deceased;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  Craine,  of 
Lucas  county;  Margaret,  the  deceased  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Viewers;  Isaac  G.,  and  Mrs.  Lavina  Mc- 
Dougall. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  first 
log  school  house  erected  in  Ross  township,  but 
his  advantages  along  that  line  were  limited.  He 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when,  October  22,  1861,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany B,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Ford,  and 
Col.  A.  C.  Voris,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  after 
serving  his  entire  term,  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C., 


he  veteranized.  He  had  been  discharged,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1864,  and  after  a thirty-days’  furlough 
rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was  finally  discharged 
at  Richmond,  Va. , September  1,  1865,  after  al- 
most four  years  of  faithful  and  arduous  service 
on  Southern  battle  fields.  Returning  home,  Mr. 
Rideout  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral farming,  but  expects  soon  to  go  into  fruit 
raising.  He  has  tiled  and  drained  his  land  and 
placed  it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
has  erected  three  good  dwellings,  besides  barns 
and  other  outbuildings,  which  stand  as  monuments 
to  his  thrift  and  industry. 

On  Christmas  Day,  of  1S67,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rideout  and  Miss  Louisa  T. 
Coy,  and  to  them  nine  children  were  born — Dar- 
win, born  August  28,  1868,  married  Carrie  Smith, 
daughter  of  W.  J.  Smith,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Frank  and  Ervin;  William,  born  April 
6,  1870,  married  Alberta  Royce,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward Royce,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Addie 
Elizabeth;  Ervin,  was  born  October  9,  1872; 
Margaret,  born  December  31,  1873,  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Crane,  and  they  have  twin  sons,  Isaac 
R.  and  Thomas  C.;  Charles,  born  December  17, 
1875;  Olive,  born  June  15,  1879;  Anna,  born 
March  2,  1882;  Isaac,  born  July  4,  1890,  died 
on  August  4,  following;  and  Richard,  born  March 
24,  1894. 

Mr.  Rideout  affiliates  with  Ford  Post,  No.  14. 
G.  A.  R. , of  East  -Toledo,  and  with  John  W. 
Fuller  Command,  No.  49,  U.  V.  U.  He  served 
as  sergeant  in  his  company,  and  now  has  a medal 
presented  to  him  by  Major-Gen.  Q.  A.  Gilmore, 
commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. Since  casting  his  first  vote  he  has  been  an 
ardent  Republican  in  politics,  as  was  also  his  fa- 
ther, and  has  served  acceptably  as  township 
treasurer  for  two  terms,  and  was  school  director 
for  a number  of  years.  In  all  the  relations  of  life 
he  is  honorable  and  upright,  and  as  faithful  to  his 
country  in  days  of  peace,  as  when  following  the 
old  flag  in  defense  of  the  Union. 

J.  W.  Long,  an  ex-soldier  and  highly-re- 
spected citizen  of  Bloom  township,  is  descended 
from  that  race  known  as  Scotch-Irish,  which  has 
given  to  America  many  of  her  best  citizens.  His 
ancestors  were  natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
whence  his  grandfather,  George  Long,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1S17,  locating  in  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  and  became 
the  father  of  seven  children:  George.  William. 

John,  Catherine,  Ellen,  Susan  and  Alexander. 

The  second  in  order  of  birth  in  that  family. 
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William  Long,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  In 
1841  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Mets- 
ker,  a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  Penn., 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children:  Mary  Jane, 

who  died  in  infancy;  Eliza  E.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  Byall,  and  died  in  September, 
1868;  J.  W. , subject  of  this  review;  Catherine 
and  William  H.,  both  living  in  Missouri;  and 
Violet  A.,  who  died  in  that  State  in  1871.  The 
father  was  a natural  mechanical  genius,  and 
worked  at  various  trades,  principally  carpenter- 
ing and  wagon  making.  For  seven  years  after 
his  marriage  he  continued  to  reside  in  Carroll 
county,  and  then  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  near  the  present  city  of  North  Baltimore, 
where  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  tragic  death,  which 
occurred  in  1861,  has  few  parallels  in  western 
Ohio.  While  engaged  in  remodeling  the  largest 
gristmill  in  Hancock  county,  at  Gilboa,  he  be- 
came entangled  in  a belt  connected  with  a rap- 
idly revolving  shaft,  making  105  revolutions  a 
minute,  and  was  instantly  conveyed  to  the  shaft 
and  horribly  mangled,  almost  every  bone  in  his 
body  being  broken.  His  untimely  death  left  his 
widow  and  family  in  straitened  circumstances, 
and  our  subject,  then  a boy  of  but  fourteen  years, 
being  the  eldest  son,  suddenly  had  to  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  father  and  provider. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  in  [846, 
and  was  but  a child  of  three  years  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Hancock  county.  As  the  por- 
tion of  the  county  in  which  they  located  was 
quite  backward,  he  was  reared  midst  the  trials 
and  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life,  and,  being  the  eld- 
est son  of  parents  whose  means  were  limited,  his 
opportunities  in  many  ways,  including  those  for 
an  education,  were  very  meager.  He  first  at- 
tended the  Thicket  school,  near  Van  Buren,  Han- 
cock county,  his  teacher  being  Miss  Angeline 
Warner.  The  numerous  removals  of  his  parents 
served  to  further  handicap  hi  min  his  efforts  to  secure 
his  education,  which  was  concluded  at  Findlay, 
Ohio,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  He  has 
seen  the  vast  improvement  in  the  schools  of  the 
present  over  those  of  his  youth,  which  he  heartily 
favors  and  fully  endorses.  While  the  opportuni- 
ties were  not  Ins,  the  great  school  of  experience 
has  impressed  him  with  the  necessity  of  educa- 
tion. 

As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Long  was  at  a 
youthful  age  compelled  to  perform  the  duties 
that  his  father’s  death  thrust  upon  him,  and  he 
remained  at  home,  administering  to  the  wants 
and  cares  of  the  fatherless  family,  until  his  enlist- 
ment, on  August  15,  1862,  in  the  itith  O.  V.  I. 


I It  was  necessary  at  this  time  for  him  to  represent 
I himself  as  being  eighteen  years  of  age,  so  eager 
l was  he  to  defend  the  flag  which  had  been  fired 
upon  at  Fort  Sumter.  His  career  as  a soldier 
j was  interrupted  by  sickness,  as  soon  after  his 
enlistment  he  was  seized  with  the  measles  and 
typhoid  fever.  He  suffered  the  complete  tem- 
porary Joss  of  his  eyesight,  and  was  discharged  in 
March,  1863,  on  a surgeon's  certificate  of  dis- 
i ability.  Our  subject  returned  home,  leaving  the 
j scenes  of  carnage  for  those  of  a quiet  rural  life, 
in  Hancock  county,  a complete  physical  wreck. 

; Much  time  and  money  were  spent  in  his  efforts  to 
i secure  good  eyesight,  which  came  to  him  after  a 
great  deal  of  suffering;  but  his  shattered  physical 
condition  could  not  be  restored  to  its  youthful 
vigor  and  vitality.  He  worked  at  whatever 
employment  he  could  secure,  his  every  spare 
I penny  going  toward  the  support  of  his  mother 
| and  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

On  August  16,  1868,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Long  and  Miss  Susanna  Wineland, 
a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  and 
six  children  came  to  bless  their  union:  B.  I7., 

proprietor  of  a bicycle  livery  at  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  William  H.,  general  agent  for  the  Porter’s 
cure  of  pain  remedies;  Martha  F..  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Brandeberry,  of  Bloom  township;  James 
E.,  of  the  same  township;  and  D.  W.  and 
Lemuel  L.,  both  at  home.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Long  located  near  Portage,  Wood  county. 

! where  he  resided  only  a short  time,  and  in  1S69 
returned  to  Hancock  county,  buying  a small 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  1 S S 5 , when  he 
came  to  Bloom  township,  this  county.  He  has 
fort\’  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land  in  Section  33, 
and  in  1895  completed  his  present  commodious 
and  substantial  home.  He  now  takes  life  easy, 
having  all  but  retired  from  active  farm  work. 
Politically  he  is  a silver  Democrat,  and  while  not 
an  office-seeker,  manifests  keen  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party.  For  many  years  he  belonged 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  and 
is  now  a prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bairdstown,  Ohio,  and  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 

H.  L.  Hinkley,  of  Bowling  Green,  the  able 
and  popular  young  recorder  of  Wood  county, 

! was  born  in  Milton  Center,  February  5,  1867. 

His  grandparents,  Luther  G.  and  Sally  M. 

1 Hinkley,  came  from  New  York  State  and  settled 
1 in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  their  son,  D.  S. 
Hinkley,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  August 


1 


• 

■ 

. 


- 


71G 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


27,  1838.  He  learned  the  wagon  maker’s  trade 
in  early  life,  and  came  to  Milton  Center,  where 
he  married  Miss  Mary  j.  Hill,  a native  of  that 
place,  born  October  28,  1846.  Of  late  years  he 
and  his  wife  have  made  their  home  in  Prairie 
Depot,  where  he  follows  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
They  have  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  eldest:  Lottie  is  the  wife  of  \V.  J.  Gra- 

ham, of  Portage  township;  Joseph  J.  and  Charles 
are  in  business  at  Prairie  Depot;  and  D.  S.,  Will- 
iam and  Jessie  are  three  at  home. 

Mr.  Hinkley  spent  the  first  eight  years  of  his 
life  at  his  birthplace,  and  has  since  lived  at  San- 
dusky on  the  Bay  Shore,  for  five  years,  and  later 
at  Prairie  Depot.  He  supplemented  his  common- 
school  education  by  a course  in  the  business  de- 
partment of  the  Fostoria  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  October,  1891.  For  ten 
years  he  was  a successful  teacher  in  this 
county,  the  last  three  being  spent  at  Prairie  De- 
pot, where  he  was  principal  oi  the  high  school. 
He  resigned  in  June,  1895,  having  been  elected 
the  previous  November  to  the  position  which 
he  now  holds.  He  was  installed  in  office  Sep- 
tember 2,  1895.  Although  he  is  one  of  the 
youngest  workers  in  the  Republican  party  in  this 
locality,  he  has  already  given  evidence  of  marked 
ability  in  public  affairs,  and  his  friends  predict  a 
bright  future  for  him.  He  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , and  of  the  Good  Templars  Lodge. 
He  was  married  June  15,  1893,  to  Miss  Effie 
Mercer,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  De- 
cember 25,  1871,  and  has  one  child,  Harold 
Cecil. 

Chester  L.  Powell  (deceased)  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  November  10,  1857,  a 
son  of  George  and  Sarah  Powell,  and  was  reared 
near  Bowling  Green.  He  taught  school  for  sev- 
eral years,  and,  later,  for  two  years,  kept  a hard- 
ware store  at  Portage.  This  he  sold,  and  then 
went  to  Fostoria,  where  for  a time  he  and  his 
brother,  A.  V.  Powell,  conducted  a similar  busi- 
ness. Afterward  he  went  on  the  road  for  a hard- 
ware firm,  but  resigned  and  came  to  Weston, 
where,  together  with  a Mr.  Baldwin,  he  opened 
a clothing  and  furnishing-goods  store,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Baldwin  <$:  Powell.  Soon  after- 
ward he  bought  Mr.  Baldwin’s  interest,  also  the 
stock  of  shoes  and  the  shoe-shop  belonging  to 
Mr.  Ames,  and  he  operated  the  store  w ith  marked 
success  up  to  his  death,  which  occurred  July  6, 
1893.  He  was  admired  for  his  business  ability, 
and  his  good  qualities  as  a citizen.  In  demeanor  he 
was  quiet,  but  firm  in  purpose,  and  seldom  failed 
in  anything  he  undertook.  His  death  was  greatly 


1 

mourned  by  the  community  in  which  he  resided. 

! He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
having  joined  the  order  at  Fostoria,  whence  he 
: “ took  his  card  ” to  Weston;  in  religious  faith  he 
was  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

On  October  7,  1886,  Mr.  Powell  married  Miss 
Elfa  Pugh,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Ohio. 
November  15,  1859.  John  Pugh,  her  father, 
was  born  in  the>- parish  of  Kerry,  County  of 
Montgomery,  North  Wales,  on  the  nth  day  of 
i February,  1810,  of  English  parents,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  old  married  and  came  to  the 
I United  States,  first  locating  in  New  York  State, 
then  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  afterward  in  Henry 
county,'  finally,  in  1877,  settling  in  Weston, 
Wood  county,  where  he  died  January'  9,  1S92. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer;  was 
of  the  Episcopal  faith;  was  a Whig  before  the 
war  and  a Republican  afterward,  and  he  voted 
for  both  the  Harrisons  (his  first  and  last  votes 
respectively).  His  home  was  the  meeting  place 
of  many  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  pio- 
I neers  of  this  section,  and  he  was  a great  friend 
I of  the  Indians.  The  adventures  that  have  been 
rehearsed,  and  the  stories  that  have  been  told  by 
j himself  .and  others  when  gathered  around  thefire- 
! side,  if  preserved,  would  have  been  worthy  of 
j being  immortalized  in  romance  and  song;  but  un- 
fortunately only  a faint  glimpse  of  the  conditions 
I of  life,  and  the  character  of  those  sturdy  pio- 
neers, have  been  handed  down  to  us.  Although 
miles  of  swamp  and  woods  separated  neighbor 
from  neighbor,  a common  cause  and,  we  might 
say,  a common  misfortune  united  them  in  bonds  of 
sympathy  almost  as  strong  as  family  ties. 

John  Pugh,  for  his  second  wife,  married,  in 
1845,  Clarissa  B.  Junkins,  who  was  born  January 
3, 1 820,  in  Preston  county,  Y a.  nowW.Ya.  . Her 
father  having  died  in  Fairview,  Ohio,  when  she  was 
two  years  old,  her  mother  subsequetly' married  John 
Rice,  and  in  1833  they  came  to  Wood  county; 
but  during  their  first  year’s  residence  in  the 
county,  Mr.  Rice  died,  leaving  a widow  with  five 
children,  viz.:  Samuel,  who  died  when  about 

fifty-seven  years  old;  Thomas,  a farmer  of  Wes- 
ton township;  Julia  Ann;  Annabella;  and  Clarissa 
B.,  who  now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Powell;  she  is  the  mother  of  five  children:  Ann 

M.  (now  Mrs.  L.  McKee),  of  Fostoria,  Ohio; 
Luther  S.,  of  Weston;  Mrs.  William  Martin,  also 
of  Weston;  John  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five;  and  Mrs.  Elfa  Powell.  Mrs.  Pugh 
was  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, coming  here  when  but  thirteen  years  old. 
with  the  rest  of  the  family.  When  they  reached 
Beaver  creek,  their  destination  in  Wood  county. 
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they  stopped  at  the  home  of  uncle  McKee  (who 
|uul  preceded  them),  until  they  could  build 
themselves  a log  house,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
country  in  those  early  days  (they  were  not  so 
long  in  building  a house  as  they  are  now-a-days). 
Mrs.  Pugh’s  stepfather,  John  Rice,  having  died 
in  the  first  year  of  their  coming  here,  as  related 
above,  there  was  much  responsibility  left  on  the 
widowed  mother  with  her  live  children;  but  be- 
ing a woman  of  tact  and  foresight,  she  always 
provided  years  ahead  for  the  family.  So  they 
suffered  but  little  from  the  privations  of  early 
pioneer  life  among  the  Indians,  who  were  nu- 
merous on  Beaver  creek  at  that  time,  and  all  be- 
came the  owners  of  good  homes  in  Wood  coun- 
ty, except  Annabella,  who  had  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years.  Grandmother  Junkins-Rice's 
home  was  called  “the  poor  house,”  because  if 
there  was  an  orphan  child  in  the  country  she 
would  bring  it  to  her  home  and  care  for  it  until 
another  home  could  be  found  for  it.  At  one 
time  she  had  no  less  than  five  infants  on  her 
hands  to  be  cared  for,  and  some  remained  with 
her  until  her  death.  Mrs.  James  Raymer,  of 
Toledo,  was  one  of  grandmother  Junkins-Rice’s 
loves.  After  being  left  a widow  with  five  chil- 
dren to  raise  in  a new  country,  God  gave  her 
health  and  strength  to  help  the  helpless.  Such 
was  the  kindheartedness  and  unselfishness  of 
that  noble  pioneer  grandmother  and  mother. 

Mrs.  Chester  L.  Powell  was  educated  in  part 
at  the  schools  of  Weston,  and  in  part  at  those 
of  Fostoria.  After  her  marriage  she  resided  al- 
most constantly  with  her  parents,  and  cared  for 
them  with  a tender  hand,  her  aged  mother,  now' 
living  with  her,  being  an  object  of  deep  solici- 
tude. Her  one  great  comfort  is  her  flowers,  of 
which  she  is  a great  lover,  and  w'hich  she  gathers 
around  her  and  enjoys.  From  earliest  childhood 
Mrs.  Powell  has  been  the  companion  of  her  par- 
ents, and  through  them  and  their  acquaintances 
learned  of  the  habits  of  many  of  the  pioneers, 
and  has  always  felt  a deep  interest  in  them,  al- 
though at  a time  when  life  was  sweetest  and 
separation  hardest  to  bear,  she  has  borne  the 
death  of  her  husband  with  a philosophic  and 
Christian-like  spirit.  She  has  continued  her 
husband’s  store,  showing  excellent  capability, 
and,  through  the  service  of  efficient  employes 
under  her  personal  supervision,  it  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  flourishing  business  houses  of 
Weston. 

Prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Powell  had  established 
a fruit  farm  within  the  corporation  of  Weston, 
and  his  widow  also  conducts  this  with  marked 
success.  It  comprises  some  twenty-five  acres, 


! given  to  Mrs.  Powell  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  John 
’ Pugh,  whereon  are  abundantly  grown  plums, 
peaches,  strawberries,  grapes,  and  all  other  small 
| fruits.  There  are  also  a house  and  lot  in  Wes- 
| ton,  and  two  other  farms — one  in  Wood  county, 
l and  one  in  Hancock  county — which  Mrs.  Powell 
: rents.  She  also  owns  the  store  building,  35  x 50 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  which  is  recognized  as 
the  pioneer  building  of  Weston.  Notwithstand- 
ing her  many  business  engagements,  and  the  care 
of  a home,  Mrs.  Powell  yet  finds  time  for  the 
| study  of  literature,  and  for  years  past  she  been 
one  of  the  teachers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
Sabbath-school,  having  an  interesting  class  of 
| girls  of -which  she  is  justly  proud. 

Malon  K.  Manley,  a veteran  of  the  Mexi- 
I can  war,  and  a retired  merchant  of  Haskins,  is  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State.  He  was  born  in 
Columbia  county,  Penn.,  March  28,  1825,  a son 
of  John  Manley,  who  was  born  in  1799.  The 
grandfather,  john  Manley,  Sr  , was  a native  of 
Switzerland,  and  took  part  in  the  revolution  of 
1776  to  1780.  The  father  was  educated  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  followed  the  carpenter's  and 
builder’s  trade.  He  married  Sybilla  Case,  and 
their  children  were:  Eli  R.,  a carpenter,  who  re- 
sided in  David  City,  Neb.,  and  died  November 
30,  1896;  Malon  K.;  William  W.,  a merchant  of 
Pennsylvania;  Anna,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph 
Buck;  Mary  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Culp. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  New  York,  by 
i drowning,  and  the  mother  aftenvard  married 
Francis  Btirdanier,  by  whom  she  had  seven  chil- 
dren, the  only  survivor  being  George,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  death  occurred  in  the  Keystone  State, 
January  27,  188S,  when  she  was  aged  eighty- 
eight  years,  and  six  months. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the 
I common  schools  near  his  home,  but  his  privileges 
in  that  direction  were  limited,  for  at  an  early 
age  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  He 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  forty  years.  During  the  Mexican  war,  in 
j 1846,  he  enlisted  at  Danville,  Penn.,  in  Com- 
pany C,  2d  Penn.  Y.  I.,  and  proceeded  to  Vera 
Cruz.  He  participated  in  the  capture  of  that 
city,  and  in  other  service  in  that  locality,  and  in 
July,  1 848,  returned  to  his  home.  He  suffered 
intensely  from  the  oppressive  heat  in  the  South. 
Again,  during  the  Civil  war,  he  manifested  his 
loyalty  to  the  government,  enlisting  on  May  14, 
1861.  He  formed  a company  at  Danville,  Penn., 
which  was  attached  to  the  Sixth  Regiment  of 
Pennslyvania  Reserves,  and  went  to  Camp  Cur- 
tin, thence  to  Richmond,  and  participated  in  the 
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battles  of  Bui!  Run,  the  Wilderness,  Fredericks- 
burg and  others,  serving  in  all  for  two  years. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Manley  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  purchased  a farm  of  seventy  acres  near 
Haskins,  which  lie  operated  for  five  years,  when 
he  removed  to  the  town  and  established  a gro- 
cery and  shoe  store,  which  he  conducted  for 
eleven  years.  He  was  afterward  engaged  in 
business  in  Toledo  for  a time  as  a dealer  in  shoes, 
but  is  now  living  retired  in  Haskins,  enjoying  a 
rest  which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  de- 
serves. Fie  has  aided  greatly  in  the  upbuilding 
of  this  community,  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  its  progress  and  development. 

On  October  12,  1S48,  Mr.  Manley  wedded 
Mary  A.  Mellon,  who  was  born  in  Danville, 
Penn.,  June  21,  1828,  a daughter  of  Gideon  and 
Sarah  Mellon,  the  father  a boot  and  shoe  dealer, 
of  Danville.  Five  children  were  born  to  them — 
John,  born  July  29,  1849;  Sarah  M.,  September 
26,  1853,  now  the  wife  of  Fhilmore  Gustin,  a 
blacksmith;  Clarence,  born  April  23,  1S65,  died 
April  20,  1889;  Mary  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  and  Anna  B.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
A.  L.  Herritt,  an  oil  operator,  and  died  July  22, 
1895.  Mary  B.  and  Anna  B.  were  twins,  born 
July  23,  1869. 

Mr.  Manley  and  wife  have  been  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  for  fifty-three  years, 
and  he  has  served  as  trustee,  deacon,  treasurer 
and  secretary  of  the  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  one  term  was  school  director, 
while  in  1880  he  acted  as  census  enumerator, 
being  appointed  by  the  general  government,  has 
served  as  assessor  and  tax-collector  several  years. 
Socially  ,he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
society,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  Encamp- 
ment of  Patriarchs.  His  honorable,  upright  life, 
his  kindly  manner,  and  his  affable  and  social  dis- 
position have  won  him  a host  of  warm  friends. 

J.  F.  Long,  a leading  merchant  and  citizen 
of  Bowling  Green,  and  senior  partner  in  the  dry- 
goods  firm  of  Long  & Rutherford,  was  born  in 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Lebruary  8,  1837,  and  is 
a son  of  the  Rev.  John  and  Lydia  Fry)  Long. 

Daniel  Long,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1779,  of 
Dutch  descent.  He  was  there  married  to  Mar- 
garet Brill,  who  was  born  in  the  same  State  in 
1783,  and  in  1834  removed  with  his  family  to 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where,  on  May  22,  of  that 
year,  he  entered  the  northwest  quarter  of  Sec- 
tion 1,  in  Jackson  township.  For  forty  years  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a blacksmith,  and  he  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  death  took 


place  in  1871  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-two, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1853.  This  esti- 
mable couple  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Daniel  is  living  in  Stark  coun- 

ty, and  is  now  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  age; 
Samuel,  who  was  a minister  in  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church  for  many  years,  died  in  Seneca  coun- 
ty, Ohio;  Charles  migrated  to  California  during 
the  gold  excitement,  and  died  in  Seneca  county; 
John  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Peggy  mar- 
ried Jacob  Sprout,  of  Seneca  county,  and  is  still 
living;  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Sprout, 
of  the  same  county,  and  died  there;  Michael 
became  a minister  in  the  United  Brethren  Church 
at  Upper  Sandusky,  in  1835,  and  died  recently 
at  Fremont,  Ohio  (he  was  born  May  3,  1S14, 
was  almost  a giant  in  stature,  with  a voice  which 
could  be  heard  a mile  away,  and  was  a famous 
camp-meeting  preacher);  George  died  in  Seneca 
county;  David  spent  a part  of  his  life  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  died  in  Seneca  county;  Benjamin, 
who  was  born  September  12,  1823,  spent  his  life 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Seneca  county,  and  died 
there  June  14,  1890;  Wesley,  who  went  west 
after  serving  in  the  army,  was  never  heard  from 
again;  and  Henry,  who  died  when  quite  small. 

John  Long,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1808.  When  a young  man  he  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
about  the  year  1847  removed  to  Gibsonburg, 
Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  many  years,  traveling  and  preaching  con- 
stantly throughout  a large  circuit  in  northern 
Ohio.  About  eighteen  years  ago  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  continued  his  life  work 
until  broken  down  by  years  of  toil  and  the  feeble- 
ness of  old  age.  For  some  years  preceding  his 
death  he  made  his  home  in  Bowling  Green.  He 
passed  peacefully  to  his  well-earned  rest  Febru- 
ary 9,  1895,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  in  Gib- 
sonburg; his  wife  died  at  her  home,  in  Center 
township,  Wood  county,  April  19,  1878,  aged 
sixty-three  years,  eleven  months,  eleven  days,  a 
faithful  member  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  After 
many  years  of  faithful  duty  to  her  family,  her 
Church  and  her  God,  she  passed  away  in  the 
triumph  of  her  faith,  thus  leaving  to  her  family 
the  best  gift  a mother  could  leave.  To  this  hon- 
ored couple  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Louisa,  wife  of  Jacob  Sampsel,  of  Gibsonburg; 
Samuel,  a farmer  at  St.  Louis,  Mich.  ; f.  F..  our 
subject;  Daniel  S. , residing  in  Bowling  Green: 
Rebecca,  married  to  A.  B.  Garn,  of  Gibsonburg. 
William,  a farmer  of  Wood  county,  Ohio;  Wes- 
ley, a farmer  of  Center  township,  Wood  county  ; 
Arcanus  C.  and  Michael,  residing  near  Gibson- 
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burg;  and  Samantha,  the  wife  of  Charles  Pike, 
of  Bowling  Green.  The  parents  of  this  interest- 
ing family  became  the  grandparents  of  fifty  grand- 
children, and  the  great-grandparents  of  thirty- 
one  great-grandchildren. 

On  the  maternal  side,  our  subject’s  grandpar- 
ents were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Fry,  who  had  ten 
children,  namely:  Jacob,  Lydia  (the  mother  of 

our  subject),  Moses,  Mary,  Anna,  Adam,  |osia, 
Elizabeth,  Solomon,  and  Samuel.  All  these  are 
living  in  the  West,  except  Jacob  and  Samuel,  who 
died  in  Ohio. 

J.  F.  Long,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Gibsonburg,  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  secured  his  i 
education.  He  was  a natural  mathematician, 
and  became  especially  interested  in  the  study  of 
mechanics;  in  1 865  he  removed  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  bought  a tract  of  land  and  put  up  a saw- 
mill. For  several  years  he  carried  on  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber,  making  a handsome  fortune, 
and  later,  in  1871,  removed  to  Bowling  Green, 
w'here  for  some  time  he  was  not  engaged  in  any 
active  business  except  contracting  and  building. 
In  November,  1892,  he  opened  up  his  present 
store,  in  which  he  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
business.  It  is  the  largest  establishment  of  its 
kind  in  Bowling  Green,  the  firm  carrying  from 
$20,000  to  $30,000  worth  of  stock,  and  employ- 
ing ten  clerks.  Mr.  Long  also  owns  180  acres  of 
land  and  town  property,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  was  formerly  a Republican,  but 
of  later  years  has  identified  himself  with  the  Pro- 
hibitionists, in  the  ranks  of  which  party  he  is  an 
earnest  worker.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Long  was  married  December  31,  i86r,  | 
to  Mary  Klotz,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
February  9,  1845,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  namely : (1)  Frank  M. , who  learned 

the  business  of  a dry-goods  merchant  in  Toledo, 
and  is  now  chief  buyer  for  his  father's  firm:  he 
married  Bertha  Littelle,  of  Toledo,  and  they  have 
one  child,  May.  (2)  Elsie  D.  is  the  wife  of  S. 
E.  Vail,  editor  of  the  Sentinel,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Merl  DeWitt;  and  (3)  Xetta  is  the 
wife  of  R.  P.  Hankey,  a son  of  Senator  J.  K. 
Hankey.  The  mother  of  this  highly  respected 
family  died  February  28,  1893,  a faithful  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  From  the  year  1872  until  her  death, 
a period  of  over  twenty  years,  she  was  known  as 
an  active  worker  in  the  Sabbath-school,  much  of 
her  time  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  superintend- 
ent thereof,  having  charge  of  a class  of  young 


men,  many  of  whom  can  give  evidence  of  her 
faithful  work.  She  spent  many  hours  in  look- 
ing after  the  poor  and  needy  of  the  town,  and 
searching  out  the  lonely  homes  of  strangers,  and 
of  the  desolate  and  disconsolate.  She  was  also 
an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  home  missions. 
Any  one  visiting  the  Elizabeth  Gamble  Deaconess 
Home  and  Christ's  Hospital  will  find  therein  a 
beautiful  room,  “ No.  57,”  fitted  and  furnished 
in  memory  of  her  good  life,  and  for  the  good  of 
that  noble  work. 

Gideon  Underwood,  deceased.  The  pio- 
neers of  a country,  the  founders  of  a business,  the 
originators  of  any  undertaking  that  will  promote 
the  material  welfare,  or  advance  the  educational 
and  moral  influence  of  a community,  deserve  the 
gratitude  of  humanity.  Our  subject  was  for 
many  years  an  honored  citizen  of  Wood  county, 
and  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers  of  Center 
township.  Mr.  Underwood  was  born  in  Lawrence 
county,  Penn.,  August  22,  1820,  and  was  a son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Wright)  Underwood,  both 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He  attended  the 
common  school  in  his  native  county,  and  besides 
assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  while 
young,  he  also  worked  on  the  canals.  He  then 
went  West  to  California,  remaining  in  the  Golden 
State  for  three  years,  and  later  came  to  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Center  township,  turning  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  occupation  he  continued 
to  follow  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  cleared 
and  improved  his  land,  building  thereon  a sub- 
stantial dwelling,  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
set  out  a fine  orchard,  and  supplied  the  place 
with  all  the  conveniences  found  upon  a model 
farm  of  the  ninteenth  century.  To  his  original 
purchase  he  later  added  100  acres,  and  the  en- 
tire tract  comprised  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the 
county. 

In  Lowell,  Penn.,  on  December  29,  1852, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Underwood 
and  Margaret  (McMahan),  who  was  born  in  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  January  21,  1821,  and  was 
then  the  widow  of  Henry  Humston.  Two  chil- 
dren graced  this  union — John  W.,  and  Laura  C., 
who  was  born  November  22.  i860,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  John  Walker,  a farmer  of  Center 
township,  by  whom  she  has  three  children.  By 
her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Underwood  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Amerilas,  who  married  Simon  Crum,  a farm- 
er of  Center  township. 

Mr.  Underwood  always  bore  the  reputation  of 
an  honest,  upright  man,  affable  and  genial  indis- 
position, and  no  man  took  a deeper  interest  in 
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the  prosperity  of  his  adopted  county,  while  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  few  contributed  in  a larger  degree 
to  bring  about  this  result.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  7,  1895,  was  deeply  regretted  by  his 
loving  wife  and  children,  and  also  a large  num- 
ber of  friends  who  loved  and  respected  him  in  life 
and  mourned  for  him  in  death.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  was  school  director 
many  terms.  For  many  years  he  was  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  later  he  joined 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Mrs.  Underwood  still  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  where  so  many  happy 
years  of  her  life  were  passed. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Underwood  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  one-hundred-day  service,  being 
a member  of  Company  C,  144th  O.  V.  I. 

Silas  H.  Powell.  In  manner  hospitable 
and  kind,  disposition  genial  and  social,  this  gen- 
tleman is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  Liberty  township.  He  was  born  March 
10,  1852,  in  Green  Castle,  Ohio,  a son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Beatty)  Powell.  In  1872  the  father 
removed  with  his  family  to  Wood  county,  loca- 
ting on  a farm  of  460  acres  in  Liberty  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  January 
26,  1893.  The  mother  died  April  27,  1892. 
Their  children  were  Wesley;  Martha,  wife  of 
Louis  Smaltz;  Silas  PI.;  Alonzo  V.;  Chester  L. 
(deceased);  and  Laura,  wife  of  James  Stafford,  of 
Liberty. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  Green 
Castle,  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood 
county.  In  1873,  however,  he  returned  to  Fair- 
field  county,  and  was  married  in  Winchester  to 
Miss  Margaret  Elizabeth  P'ellers,  who  was  born 
November  27,  1853,  in  that  county.  Her  par- 
ents, Joshua  and  Barbara  (Runkle)  Fellers,  were 
born  February  14,  1821,  and  June  8,  1822,  re- 
spectively; they  are  still  living  in  Fairfield  coun- 
ty. In  the  family  were  the  following  children: 
Eliza,  wife  of  David  Smith,  of  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio;  Minerva,  wife  of  Thomas  Courtwright,  of 
Green  Castle,  Ohio;  Martha,  wife  of  Joseph 
Green,  of  Fairfield  county;  Clara,  wife  of  George 
Courtwright,  of  P'airfield  county;  Mrs.  Powell; 
Eleanora,  wife  of  Samuel  Brown,  of  Warren 
county,  Ohio;  I'lorence,  wife  of  Henry  Hemple- 
man;  John,  a farmer  of  Fairfield  county;  Alice, 
wife  of  James  Cheney;  and  Docia,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Hickle,  of  Wood  county. 

Upon  their  marriage  Mr.  Powell  and  his  wife 
took  up  their  residence  on  the  family  homestead 
which  he  now  owns,  his  farm  comprising  191 
acres.  He  is  progressive  in  his  methods,  and  his 


close  attention  to  business  has  secured  him  a 
comfortable  property.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  a strong  advocate  of  temperance.  In 
the*family  is  one  son,  Chauncey,  born  April  4, 
1S74.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  the  one  known  as  the 
“ Powell  Church.” 

Osman  A.  Diver,  a prominent  oil  operator  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  and  one  of  the  most 
extensive  land  owners  in  Montgomery  township, 
is  perhaps  more  widely  known  as  an  able  and 
popular  worker  in  the  political  field.  A Demo- 
crat in  a Republican  stronghold — he  has  heavy 
odds  against  him,  yet  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill  nearly  every  office  on  the  township  ticket, 
sometimes  carrying  the  day  by  160  plurality 
against  a Republican  plurality  of  140,  and 
throughout  the  county  he  has  hosts  of  friends 
who  would  gladly  see  him  serving  the  public  in  a 
wider  sphere.  At  times  when  the  prospect  of 
certain  defeat  has  made  it  almost  impossible  to 
fill  the  county  ticket,  he  has  allowed  his  name  to 
be  used,  and  this  has  always  meant  a hard  fight 
for  his  opponent,  the  large  vote  given  him  being 
a high  testimonial  from  the  independent  voters 
of  the  county,  to  his  ability  and  worth. 

He  is  a native  of  Montgomery  township,  born 
March  16,  1845,  ’n  Section  30,  a son  of  the  late 
Osman  Diver,  a pioneer  farmer  of  that  locality, 
and  his  wife,  Esther  F.  Robinson,  a woman  of 
rare  mental  ability  and  noble  character,  who  was 
a teacher  in  this  county  in  the  early  “forties." 
As  the  only  son  of  this  worthy  couple,  our  sub- 
ject was  given  better  advantages  in  his  youth 
than  fell  to  the  lot  of  some  of  the  boys  of  that 
time— -his  district  school  course  being  followed 
by  an  attendance  at  more  advanced  schools  in 
Fostoria  and  Osceola,  with  one  year  at  Oberlin 
College.  He  was  an  active  boy,  and  his  ener- 
gies were  given  full  scope  in  farm  work  on  the 
large  tracts  of  land  owned  by  his  father. 

On  February  20,  1869.  he  was  married,  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Curtis,  daughter  of  Zebulum  and  Lucy 
(Belden)  Curtis,  well-known  citizens  of  that 
locality.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Diver  began 
farming  on  his  own  account,  in  his  native  town- 
ship, giving  considerable  attention  to  raising  and 
dealing  in  stock.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Prairit 
Depot,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with 
A.  Fike.  Later  he  became  sole  proprietor,  con- 
tinuing until  1894,  when,  after  a successful  career, 
he  sold  his  store.  He  has  large  individual  oil 
holdings,  and  owns  450  acres  of  land  in  his  town- 
ship. 
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His  home  at  Prairie  Depot  is  an  elegant  one, 
and  Mrs.  Diver’s  fine  intellectual  gifts  and  liter- 
ary tastes  give  it  an  additional  charm  and  in- 
fluence as  a social  center.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Disciples  Church,  active  in  various  lines  of 
local  and  foreign  missionary  work,  and  is  also 
prominent  in  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  order, 
also  the  Good  Templars,  at  the  present  time 
being  State  deputy  and  district  superintendent  in 
the  latter  society.  She  has  held  different  elective 
offices  in  the  State  work  in  that  order,  being 
State  superintendent  of  'the  Juvenile  Depart- 
ment, and  organized  in  Ohio  sixty-six  Juvenile 
temples,  re-organized  many,  also  several  sub- 
ordinate lodges,  and  held  meetings  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  order  and  cause.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Diver  have  had  three  children : Flora  L. , who 

was  fatally  burned  at  the  age  of  four  years,  her 
clothing  catching  fire  from  a stove,  and  death  re- 
sulting from  her  injuries  forty-eight  hours  later; 
Frank  E.,  a law  student  at  Toledo;  and  Curtis 
B. , a young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  talent, 
and  an  accomplished  musician. 

Mr.  Diver  is  a skilled  reinsman,  and  has  al- 
ways been  an  admirer  of  good  horses;  his  stables 
• contain  some  of  the  best  specimens  to  be  found 
in  the  county.  Public  spirited  and  progressive, 
he  is  active  in  the  cause  of  better  education,  and 
has  served  it  ably  as  a member  of  the  school 
board.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  was 
a charter  member  of  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499, 
K.  of  P. , at  Prairie  Depot,  and  its  first  chancel- 
lor commander.  For  two  years  he  represented 
his  lodge  at  the  State  meeting. 

Osman  Diver,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
m Deerfield,  Portage  (then  Trumbull)  Co.,  Ohio, 
August  23,  1807.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  John 
Diver,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  who  came  to 
Deerfield  in  October,  1803,  and  of  Laura  Ely 
Diver,  a descendant  of  the  Elvs,  of  England. 
When  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  with  a party 
to  Cleveland  for  supplies,  when  that  city  was 
but  a hamlet  of  log  houses,  he  driving  one  of  the 
teams  there  and  back.  On  November  13,  1832, 
he  married  Margaret  Rumanian,  and  settled  in 
his  native  town,  where  two  years  later  a son  was 
born,  who  lived  but  a few  hours.  On  March  29, 
*836.  a second  son,  Franklin,  was  born,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  same  year  he,  with  his  wife  and 
child,  moved  to  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
county,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Section  30. 
T he  country  was  then  a wilderness,  the  roads 
being  little  more  than  Indian  trails  along  the 
banks  of  streams.  In  the  course  of  a few  months 
he  bought  property  in  Fostoria  (then  Rome  and 
Kisdon),  and  engaged  in  hotel  business  in  that 


| city.  There  a daughter,  Laura  H.  (now  Mrs. 
Cline),  was  born,  September  19,  1838.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  sold  his  town  property,  and  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  taking  up  the  arduous  task  of 
converting  it  into  fertile  fields.  On  January  iS, 
1841,  his  home  was  made  desolate  by  the  death 
of  his  wife.  Placing  his  two  little  children  in  the 
care  of  their  grandparents,  he  lived  on  alone, 
toiling  unremittingly  to  leave  to  his  loved  ones  a 
home.  On  February  24,  1842,  he  married  Es- 
ther F.  Robinson,  and  to  them  three  children 
were  born:  Margaret  E.  (Mrs.  Miles),  Osman 

A.  (our  subject),  and  Harriet  N.  (Mrs.  C.  W. 
Lenhart).  By  this  time  he  had  made  quite  an 
opening  in  the  dense  forest,  and  in  addition  to 
the  house  of  unhewed  logs  that  had  served  him 
for  a dwelling,  he  built  a hewed  log  front,  one 
and  one-half  stories  high,  with  a good  cellar — 
quite  a pretentious  mansion  for  those  days.  He 
usually  went  to  Fremont  (twenty-two  miles  dis- 
tant) for  flour  and  groceries,  always  taking  an 
axe  along  to  chop  the  fallen  trees  and  remove 
them  from  the  road.  On  one  trip  he  stayed  two 
nights  at  the  same  place;  leaving  his  wagon  in 
the  mire,  he  proceeded  with  his  team  the  first 
night,  and  returning  the  second  night  tor  shelter. 

The  constant  toil  and  good  management  of 
Mr.  Diver  and  his  wife  were  rewarded;  in  the 
course  of  a few  years,  they  found  themselves  in 
possession  of  1,700  acres  of  good  farming  land. 
In  1 S4S  he  built  a sawmill  on  the  east  branch  of 
the  Portage  river,  and  manufactured  the  lumber 
with  which  he  built  a new  house,  one  mile  east 
of  his  first  home,  on  the  Perrysburg  and  Mc- 
Cutchenville  pike.  This  was  the  second  frame 
j house  built  in  this  section  of  the  country.  In 
June,  1849,  he  moved  his  family  into  this  house, 
and  occupied  it  until  his  death.  September  30, 
1888,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-one  years,  one 
month  and  seven  days.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  believed  it  right  to  support  the 
most  worthy  candidate,  especially  in  municipal 
affairs.  In  religion,  he  was  a faithful  member 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  was  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  every  good  cause  within  his  reach.  In 
disposition  he  was  quiet  and  unassuming,  a lover 
of  books  and  his  own  fireside,  and  was  the  friend 
; of  the  poor  and  oppressed.  Onlv  the  pioneers 
who  toiled  with  him  know  how  much  this  genera- 
tion owes  to  those  who  changed  the  despised 
j Black  Swamp  into  the  garden  of  Ohio. 

Esther  F.  (Robinson),  our  subject's  mother, 
was  born  April  2,  1818,  near  New  Portage,  Port- 
; age  (now  Summit)  Co.,  Ohio.  At  nine  years 
j of  age,  death  deprived  her  of  her  father,  and  at 
I eleven  years  of  age  she  began  teaching,  a voca- 
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tion  she  followed  until  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Her  labors  were  confined  principally  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  with  the  exception  cf  two 
years  which  were  spent  largely  in  Wood  county, 
at  West  Millgrove,  and  four  miles  north  of  that 
•village,  at  what  was  known  as  the  Morgan 
school  house.  Her  mother  having  moved  to  a 
farm  near  Latimerville,  Crawford  Co.,  Ohio,  she 
made  the  journey  from  these  points  to  her 
mother’s  home  and  return,  several  times  on 
horseback,  during  her  stay  in  Wood  county.  On 
February  24,  1842,  she  was  married  to  Osman 
Diver  at  her  mother's  home,  in  Crawford  county, 
returning  with  him  on  horseback.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  she  espoused  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  has 
been  throughout  her  life  a faithful,  consistent 
Christian.  To  her  husband  she  was  a helpmeet 
and  counsellor,  and  to  the  five  children  entrusted 
to  her  care,  she  was  a most  lovable  mother,  a 
competent  teacher  and  guide.  She  still  survives 
her  husband,  living  at  the  home  her  hand  so  in- 
dustriously helped  to  carve  out  of  the  wilderness. 

Wilson  W.  Brown,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Civil  war,  the  engineer  of  the  train  captured  from 
the  Confederacy  by  the  famous  Mitchell  raiders, 
is  now  living  quietly  on  his  farm  near  Dowling, 
wearing  his  well-earned  honors  with  the  modesty 
which  becomes  so  brave  and  distinguished  a 
soldier.  He  was  born  in  Fountain  county,  Ind., 
December  25,  1839,  the  son  of  Harlan  S.  Brown. 

Possessing  rare  mechanical  genius,  our  sub- 
ject early  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of 
machinery,  and  before  the  war  served  some 
years  as  engineer  on  the  Mobile  & Ohio  railroad. 
Just  before  hostilities  began  he  returned  home, 
and  in  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  2 1 st  O.  V.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Ivy  Mountain,  Shelby  ville,  Ky. , and 
many  other  engagements  that  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war.  When  the  21st  was  en- 
camped at  Shelbyville,  Ky.,  he  was  detailed  by 
Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchell  to  go  as  engineer  on  the 
famous  Mitchell  raid — the  story  of  whose  gal- 
lant exploits  forms  one  of  the  most  thrilling 
chapters  in  the  history  of  that  time.  He  was 
more  fortunate  than  many  of  his  companions, 
eight  of  whom  were- hanged  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
while  Mr.  Brown,  with  fourteen  of  his  comrades, 
escaped  to  the  North,  but  not  until  they  had  en- 
dured three  months  of  suffering  and  hardship,  did 
they  reach  the  Union  lines.  Our  subject  re- 
ported to  his  regiment,  and  went  into  active  serv- 
ice again,  was  appointed  corporal  by  the  colonel 
of  the  regiment,  and  soon  after  was  made  ser- 


geant of  Company  F,  21st  O.  V.  I. , for  gallant 
and  distinguished  service.  He  participated  in 
• the  battle  of  Stone  River,  and,  for  his  bravery 
here,  was  granted  a thirty-days’  furlough  and 
! went  home.  While  at  home  he  received  orders 
to  report  at  Washington  to  depose  in  regard  to 
the  execution  of  his  comrades,  and  while  there 
j had  personal  interviews  with  President  Lincoln, 
judge  Holt,  Gen.  Hitchcock,  and  Secretary 
j Stanton,  and,  before  leaving,  was  presented  with 
a gold  medal  from  the  hand  of  Mr.  Stanton.  By7 
a special  act  of  Congress  he  was  promoted  to  2nd 
lieutenant.  After  leaving  Washington,  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Gov.  Tod,  at  Columbus,  who  presented  him  with 
his  commission.  He  then  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment and  reported  for  duty  as  acting  lieutenant 
until  a vacancy  occurred,  after  engaging  in  many 
battles,  skirmishes  and  forced  marches.  He  was 
twice  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
having  two  fingers  shot  from  the  left  hand,  and 
a severe  wound  in  the  knee  joint,  for  which 
wounds  and  his  gallant  service  on  the  Mitchell 
raid,  he  was  given  a pension  of  twenty-four  dol- 
lars per  month  by  a special  act  of  Congress.  He 
was  mustered  out  May  15,  1864. 

In  1863  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Miss 
Clarissa  Loman,  who  was  born  in  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
March  1,  1845.  Ten  children  were  born  of  this 
I union:  Emma  H.,  married  Samuel  G.  Cordery, 

and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  leaving  one 
j son — George  W. ; Alice  M.  died  in  childhood; 
Ada  Lodisca  married  Charles  E.  Ward,  of  To- 
ledo, and  has  two  children — -Rayman  Oliver,  and 
; Ruby  Marie;  Harlan  S.  is  a carpenter  in  Web- 
ster township,  and  married  Miss  Anna  Beard,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughter — Gladys;  James  W. 
lives  in  Toledo  (he  married  Cora  Glenn  and  has 
one  child,  Ethel  G.);  Mary  M.  resides  in  Toledo; 

1 Mahlon  T.  is  at  home;  Marquis  A.  lives  in  To- 
ledo; and  Edith  G.  and  Cecil  Ulena  are  at  home. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Brown  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  spent  some 
years  in  Logan  and  Hancock  counties.  In  1870 
he  established  the  home  in  Perrysburg  township, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican. 

Isaac  Van  Horn,  a well-known  agriculturist 
of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  in  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  December  7,  1830.  He  is  a son 
! of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  his  locality,  the 
1 late  Samuel  Van  Horn,  a native  of  Jefferson 
I county,  Ohio,  born  July  4,  1801,  which  honored 
pioneer  was  married  in  October,  1824,  to  Miss 
Sophia  Miner,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
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December  15,  1804.  They  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 

In  1831  they  came  to  Wood  county,  traveling 
in  a wagon,  which  contained  all  their  household 
goods.  They  settled  upon  a tract  of  eighty  acres  j 
of  wild  land,  building  a house,  16  x 18  feet,  im- 
mediately upon  their  arrival,  and  went  through 
all  the  experiences  incident  to  frontier  life.  They 
lived  upon  potatoes,  corn,  turkey,  squirrel  and 
deer,  ganie  being  so  plentiful  that  the  family  j 
have  known  their  dog  to  chase  a deer  out  of  the 
woods  and  up  the  lane  leading  to  the  house,  where 
the  boys  would  knock  the  animal  down  with 
clubs.  Turkeys  they  would  shoot  enough  of  in  the  1 
morning  for  that  day’s  supply;  and  as  for  squirrels,  j 
they  were  so  numerous  that  Mr.  Van  Horn  says 
he  has  gone  out  in  the  wheat  field  by  the  woods, 
and  shot  from  ten  to  twenty  of  them  before 
picking  any  up.  In  spite  of  the  far  advanced 
spring,  Mr.  Van  Horn  succeeded  in  clearing  more 
than  an  acre  of  ground  in  time  to  raise  a crop  of 
potatoes  that  year,  and  the  second  year  he  raised 
an  excellent  crop  of  wheat  without  plowing  the 
soil,  his  pair  of  oxen  having  been  sacrificed  to 
secure  ready  money.  Mr.  Van  Horn  and  his 
wife  had  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church  before 
coming  to  Wood  county,  and  were  among  the 
members  of  the  first  M.  E.  class,  which  was 
organized,  in  1833,  in  Weston  township,  Rev. 
Elim  Day  being  the  leader.  Samuel  Van  Horn 
died  on  the  morning  of  February  4,  1886,  aged 
eighty-four  years  and  seven  months  to  the  day. 
The  funeral  services  were  held  at  home  the  next 
day,  the  Rev.  George  Matthews  officiating,  and 
his  remains  were  then  laid  to  rest  in  Beaver  Creek 
cemetery.  His  wife,  Sophia  Van  Horn,  died 
June  4,  1890,  and  the  funeral  was  held  at  Beaver 
Creek  church,  Rev.  James  Long  officiating. 

Isaac  Van  Horn,  our  subject,  worked  upon 
his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  years 
old,  when  he  bought  twenty  acres  of  land,  and 
began  farming  on  his  own  account.  In  the  spring 
of  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  144th  O.  V. 
I.,  under  Col.  Lew  Wallace,  and  Capt.  J.  Mc- 
Kee. He  participated  in  several  engagements, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Perryville,  Va.,  Au- 
gust 31,  1864.  He  was  taken  to  Lynchburg, 
and  from  there  to  Libby  prison,  thence  to  Belle 
Isle,  and  then  to  Salisbury,  from  there  back  to 
Libby  again,  serving  about  eight  months  of  prison 
life.  He  was  the'only  one  of  seven,  taken  from 
his  county,  to  survive  prison  life.  From  Libby 
he  was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  from  there 
was  sent  home  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge,  March  23,  1S65.  He  then 
returned  to  his  little  farm,  which  he  sold  a few 


years  later  to  buy  fifty-five  acres  near  Grand 
Rapids,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  The 
improvements  he  has  made  thereon  are  of  a high 
class,  and  he  conducts  the  property  in  a model 
manner,  having  constructed  ditches,  planted 
orchards,  and  built  substantial  structures  as 
needed. 

On  November  22,  1855,  ML  Van  Horn  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Kerr,  a sister  of  William 
B.  Kerr,  a prominent  citizen  of  Grand  Rapids 
township,  and  they  had  four  children:  Ella  J., 

born  June  11,  1858,  married  George  Wolcott,  of 
Deshler,  Ohio;  Etta  May,  born  May  30,  1864, 
died  in  girlhood;  Frank  W. , born  August  26, 
1866,  now  conducting  the.  homestead;  and  one 
other  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  May  19,  1884,  and  September  11,  1889, 
Mr.  Van  Horn,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Dean,  of  Weston,  who  was  born  April  7, 
1843.  Mr.  Van  Horn  cast  his  first  vote  for  the 
Whig  party.  'The  issues  of  the  wai  made  him 
a “ Black  Republican,”  and  he  has  adhered  to 
that  party  since.  He  takes  no  active  part  in  po- 
litical work,  and  has  never  held  an  office,  or  been 
a juror,  or  been  engaged  in  any  legal  controversy. 
By  his  friends  and  neighbors  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

B.  B.  Buck,  the  cashier  of  the  Exchange 
Banking  Company,  of  Weston,  and  one  of  the 
leaders  among  the  younger  business  men  of  the 
county,  was  born  in  Milton  Center,  December  13, 
1862.  William  Buck,  his  father,  was  born  July 
31,  1832,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  Hartz,  and  a few  years  later  moved  to. 
Wood  count}',  locating  at  Milton  Center,  where 
they  still  reside. 

Mr.  Buck  (our  subject)  attended  the  district 
schools  near  his  home  during  his  earlier  years, 
and  then  entered  the  Normal  School  at  Valpar- 
aiso, Ind.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  commer- 
cial department  in  1887.  On  hi?  return  home 
he  was  made  bookkeeper  of  the  Exchange  Bank- 
ing Company,  in  which  he  is  a stockholder,  and 
later  he  became  its  cashier.  In  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  responsible  position  he  has 
shown  himself  fully  worthy  of  the  trust  confided 
to  him.  He  was  married  October  17.  1SS9,  to 
an  adopted  daughter  of  Dr.  Schooley,  of  Weston 
— Miss  Jessie  Robinson — who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1867.  They  have  one  daughter,  Agnes. 

In  politics  Mr.  Buck  is  a Republican,  and 
he  takes  an  influential  part  in  all  pr  \gn  ssive 
movements  in  his  locality.  He  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. , No.  59.  Milton  Center,  the  F.  N 
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A.  M.,  530,  Weston,  and  of  the  order  of  Mac- 
cabees. 

Hon.  John  J.  Geghan.  No  man  is  more 
widely  or  favorably  known  in  North  Baltimore 
and  vicinity  than  the  or.e  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  and  it  is  to  him  more  than  to  any 
other  single  individual  that  the  city  owes  its 
manufactories,  railroads,  and  other  improve- 
ments which  have  developed  its  resources,  and 
brought  wealth  and  prosperity  to  its  inhabitants. 
The  career  of  Mr.  Geghan  has  been  a rather  re- 
markable one.  In  his  years  of  restless  activity  I 
he  has  seen  the  ups  and  downs  of  life  in  no  small 
degree,  yet  his  persistence,  and  unbounded  faith 
in  his  ability  to  overcome  all  obstacles,  have  al- 
ways brought  him  out  of  his  difficulties  with  flying 
colors,  and  with  a determination  to  accomplish 
still  greater  results. 

Mr.  Geghan  is  a native  of  the  “Emerald  Isle,” 
where  he  was  born  May  9,  1845,  in  County 
Meath,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (McSweeny) 
Geghan.  His  father  was  a farmer,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Ireland.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  the  mother,  in  1854,  came  with  her 
little  family  to  New  Orleans,  from  there  mov- 
ing to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  our  subject  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  afterward  took  a 
course  in  Nelson’s  Commercial  College.  After 
leaving  school  Mr.  Geghan  was  employed  in  the 
tobacco  business,  and  organized  the  Tobacconists 
Association,  of  Cincinnati,  of  which  he  was  made 
president.  In  1865  the  tobacco  manufacturing 
company  of  Geghan,  Porter  & McHugh  was  es- 
tablished, and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Mr. 
Geghan  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  partners 
and  formed  the  firm  of  Geghan  & Brashears.  He 
disposed  of  his  share  in  this  connection  in  1866, 
and  his  next  step  was  to  organize  a company 
which  took  part  in  the  Fenian  raids  in  Canada, 
being  engaged  in  the  fights  at  Ridgeway  and  Fort 
Erie.  Havingsunk  all  his  means  in  this  venture, 
Mr.  Geghan  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and  became 
foreman  in  a leading  tobacco  house,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  until  1870,  when,  in  company  with 
James  W.  Murphy,  he  established  the  Red  Cloud 
Tobacco  Works,  at  No.  18  Hammond  street,  in 
that  city,  which  he  conducted  until  1876. 

During  this  time  and  for  a number  of  years 
previous  Mr.  Geghan  took  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, his  first  affiliation  being  with  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  campaign  of  1868  he,  in 
connection  with  Hon.  j.  \Y.  Fitzgerald,  organ- 
ized the  Irish  “ Grant  & Colfax  ” Club  of  Cin- 
cinnati. He  was  also  at  the  head  of  the  liberal 


ilton  county  against  Grant  at  a later  date,  and 
was  president  of  the  Greeley  & Brown  Club. 
Mr.  Geghan  has  always  been  an  intense  Irish 
Nationalist,  firmly  believing  that  Ireland  should 
be  an  indepenent  nation,  and,  like  the  majority  of 
Irish  Nationalists,  believing  in  the  policy  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Presidential  campaign  of  1884,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  Irish-American  Republicans  held  at 
Long  Branch,  N.  Y. , immediately  after  the  nom- 
ination of  James  G.  Blaine,  he  was  unanimously 
chosen  secretary  of  the  Irish  National  Repub- 
lican League,  which  accomplished  such  effective 
work  in  that  memorable  campaign.  In  1873 
Mr.  Geghan  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  member  of  the  State  Legislature  from 
Hamilton  county,  and  was  elected,  serving  two 
years.  He  took  a prominent  share  in  legislative 
matters,  and  was  instrumental  in  passing  several 
important  measures.  Among  the  bills  intro- 
duced by  him  were  the  amendment  to  the  Adair 
Liquor  Law,  compelling  parties  wishing  to  bring 
suit  or  otherwise,  to  serve  notice  on  the  saloon- 
keeper to  desist  from  selling  liquor,  or  file  the 
same  with  the  county  clerk;  the  Padrone  bill, 
the  Militia  law,  and  the  celebrated  Religious  Lib- 
erty bill,  known  as  the  Geghan  bill.  After  his 
term  in  the  legislature  had  expired,  Mr.  Geghan 
went  to  Washington,  I).  C. , where  he  engaged 
as  traveling  salesman  until  he  secured  a position 
in  the  Adjutant-General's  department.  This  he 
held  for  a few  months,  and  then  resigned  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  first  assistant  to  the  Dairy  and 
Food  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
occupied  his  attention  from  i8S6to  1890.  While 
in  the  commissioner’s  service  he  visited,  among 
other  places  in  his  district,  the  thriving  city  of 
North  Baltimore,  and,  at  once  perceiving  its  ad- 
vantages as  a manufacturing  point,  he  concluded 
to  locate  there.  Accordingly,  in  June,  1SS7,  he 
took  an  option  on  1 56  acres  of  land  belonging  to 
Joseph  Dirk,  at  $150  per  acre,  and  associating 
with  himself  A.  L.  Pfau  and  Col.  I.  Richardson, 
incorporated  the  North  Baltimore  Glass  Co.,  of 
which  he  was  made  vice-president  and  director- 
the  factory  buildings  being  erected  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year.  In  1892,  Mr.  Geghan  sold  out 
his  interest  in  these  works,  and  engaged  in  general 
contracting,  forming  a companv  which  built  the 
North  Baltimore  water  works,  and  in  which  he 
held  the  offices  of  secretary,  treasurer  and  gen- 
eral manager.  A year  later  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  in  this  company,  and  paved  Broadwav 
street,  and  also  macadamized  Water  street,  two 
substantial  and  much  needed  improvements.  He 
also  bought  eighty  acres  of  ground,  and  deeded 
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six  acres  of  the  same  to  the  Zihlman  Glass  Com- 
pany, on  which  to  erect  their  plant.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  a company  known  as  the  Missouri 
Railway  & Navigation  Company,  and  spent  some 
time  in  southeast  Missouri  looking  after  its  inter- 
ests and  a tract  of  land  he  still  owns  there. 

In  1S91  Mr.  Geghan,  in  company  with  G.  G. 
Grimes,  began  the  publication  of  the  North  Bal- 
timore Times , which  he  later  disposed  of.  He 
has  now  settled  in  North  Baltimore  as  a con- 
tractor and  oil  producer,  being  interested  in  seven 
oil  wells  in  the  vicinity,  and  expects  hereafter  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  these  pur- 
suits. He  also  put  on  foot  the  building  of  a rail- 
road between  Welker  and  North  Baltimore, 
which  will  add  another  to  the  many  enterprises 
he  has  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  this  section 
of  Wood  county.  He  is  a man  of  irrepressible 
energy,  always  busy,  a genial  companion,  and 
popular  with  all  classes  of  society. 

In  18S8,  Mr.  Geghan  married  Miss  Sadie 
Tarr,  daughter  of  the  late  Levi  A.  Tarr,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Henry  township.  They  have 
one  child,  Nellie.  Mr.  Geghan  is  a prominent 
Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge,  Royal  Arch 

Masons  and  Royal  — Council.  He  is  also  a 

Knight  of  the  Red  Cross  and  a Knight  Templar. 

Peter  P.  Swinehart,  an  industrious  and  thor- 
ough farmer  of  Bloom  township,  in  connection 
with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  is  also  engaged  in 
operating  a feedmill,  near  Bloom  Center.  He  is 
a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Hopewell 
township,  Perry  county,  July  23,  1848,  and  there 
his  father,  Andrew  Swinehart,  was  also  born, 
October  29,  1824.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Swinehart,  was  a native  of  Northumber- 
land county,  Penn.,  in  which  State  his  father, 
Andrew  Swinehart,  lived  and  died.  John  learned 
the  carpenter's  and  cabinet  maker’s  trades,  which 
he  followed  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  there 
married  Christina  Cruber,  a native  of  the  same 
township,  a mountain  separating  their  homes. 
On  locating  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  in  1802,  they 
had  one  daughter — Sarah — who  became  the  wife 
of  George  Onsbaugh,  and  there  died.  Their 
family  later  numbered  fourteen  children,  those 
living  to  adult  age  being  as  follows:  Peter,  who 

died  in  Perry  county;  Jacob,  who  died  in  Wvan- 
dot  county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Jacob 
Cooperiole,  and  died  in  Perry  county;  Catherine, 
who  wedded  Jerome  Stalter,  and  died  in  Wyan- 
dot county;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  Portage  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  Samuel,  who  died  in  Perry 
county;  Daniel,  who  died  in  Fulton  county,  Ind. : 
Juda,  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Lawrence,  of  Wyandot 


county;  George,  a farmer  of  Sandusky  county; 

! and  Andrew,  the  father  of  our  subject.  When  the 
! last  named  was  only  fourteen  years  old  his  father 
j died;  his  mother  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  St.  Paul’s 
| church  cemetery,  in  Hopewell  township,  Perry 
county. 

Andrew  Swinehart,  the  father  of  our  subject, 

1 was  able  to  attend  school  only  a short  time,  as 
the  family  was  large  and  the  parents  poor,  and 
while  young  he  learned  the  trade  of  a plasterer. 
He  was  married  in  Hopewell  township,  Perry 
, county,  September  30,  1847,  to  . Miss  Lydia  A. 
Stimmel,  who  was  born  there  July  13,  1824,  and 
is  the  "daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  (Lutz) 

; Stimmel,  who  were  married  in  Maryland,  and 
Mrs.'  Swinehart  was  the  oldest  in  their  family  of 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  Mr. 

I Stimmel,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
in  1864,  while  his  wife  was  burned  to  death  when 
past  the  age  of  ninety  years,  and' (hey  were  both 
buried  in  Thorn  township,  Perry  county.  For 
ten  years  Mr.  Swinehart  made  his  home  on  his 
I father-in-iaw's  farm,  during  which  time  he 
worked  at  his  trade,  or  at  day’s  labor,  and  for 
the  following  six  years  rented  a house  and 
garden  of  James  Parks,  in  Hopewell  township, 
much  of  the  time  being  employed  by  that  gentle- 
man. On  coming  to  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county,  in  December,  1864.  the  family  located 
on  a farm  belonging  to  the  father's  brother, 
j though  he  had  previously  purchased  land  in  Sec- 
tion 35,  that  township,  where  he  built  a log 
house  into  which  the  family  moved  March  2S, 
1865,  it  being  the  first  home  they  ever  owned. 
The  farm  then  comprised  forty  acres  of  swamp 
land,  the  water  being  so  deep  in  some  places  that 
; a horse  would  be  compelled  to  swim  across,  but 
the  land  has  been  transformed  into  fertile  fields. 
In  politics  the  father  is  a Democrat,  but  voted 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  supports  the  man 
whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  for  office,  regard- 
less of  party  affiliations.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  P.  Swinehart  is  the  oldest  in  the  family 
and  he  wras  followed  by  nine  others  born  in  Perry 
county,  namely:  Margaret  A.,  born  January  10, 

1S50,  died  on  the  1st  of  March  following;  Chris- 
tina E.,  born  January  16.  1851,  first  wedded 
William  Slater,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Patrick  Camp- 
bell, of  Gloucester  City,  N.  J.;  Lydia  A.,  born 
January  22.  1 S 5 3 . died  on  the  1 8 1 h of  April  fol- 
lowing; Catherine  I'.,  born  May  29,  18;^,  is  new 
the  wife  of  David  W’iker,  of  Bloom  township;  \n- 
drew  J.,  born  May  30,  1856,  died  September  15, 
of  the  same  year:  John  A.,  born  October  25. 
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1857,  died  April  17,  1859;  Susanna  H.,  born 
September  4,  1859,  is  now  Mrs.  Nathan  Denhoff, 
of  Bloom  township;  Sarah  Jane,  born  September 
17,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  George  Parson,  of  North 
Baltimore;  and  Jacob  H.,  born  September  12, 
1863,  is  also  a resident  of  North  Baltimore.  Two 
sons  were  added  to  the  family  after  coming  to 
Wood  county — George  F. , born  October  19, 
1865,  lives  in  North  Baltimore;  and  Noah  A., 
born  March  4.  1869,  is  at  home. 

In  the  primitive  schools  of  his  native  county, 
Peter  P.  Swinehart  obtained  most  of  his  educa- 
tion, which  was  completed  in  Wood  county  by 
attending  a school  taught  by  \V.  S.  Richard,  but 
failing  health,  compelled  him  to  lay  aside  his  stud- 
ies. He  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years  as  his  help  was  needed  in  the 
development  of  the  farm.  At  Findlay.  Ohio,  in 
December,  1875,  vvas  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Mrs.  Staley,  widow  of  John 
Staley.  She  is5  of  German  parentage,  and  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Eva  Helfrish.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  children — Oliver  A., 
Charles  PI.,  and  Matthias  B.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Swinehart  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  23,  Bloom  township,  two  head 
of  horses,  a mule,  a plow  and  a drag.  He  had 
agreed  to  pay  $2,000  for  his  land,  and  on  that 
amount  had  to  pay  fifteen  percent,  interest,  but 
he  went  resolutely  to  work  and  soon  had  the  in- 
debtedness removed.  On  locating  there  only  ten 
acres  had  been  cleared,  but  now  sixty  acres  have 
been  placed  under  the  plow,  and  a comfortable 
dwelling  has  replaced  the  log  house  which  was 
then  standing,  while  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
He  had  previously  owned  a sawmill  in  Henry 
township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1894  established  a 
feedmill  near  Bloom  Center,  which  h'e  is  now 
successfully  conducting.  He  was  reared  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  voted  with  either  of  the  larger  parties 
until  becoming  disgusted  with  their  practices, 
when  he  joined  the  Greenback  party,  but  is  not 
strictly  partisan,  voting  as  his  judgment  dictates. 
Mrs.  Swinehart  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

William  H.  Levers  was  born  December  17, 
1825,  in  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of 
WilliamS.  and  Elizabeth  Light)  Levers.  I' he 

father  was  born  on  the  ocean,  while  his  parents 
were  crossing  the  Atlantic,  from  Switzerland  to 
America,  on  May  8,  1 77--  1 he  gr  mdnuher, 

Abraham  Levers,  was  a banker  in  Swit  • rland  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  He  with  his  wife  and 
daughter  came  to  the  New  World,  and  made 


Philadelphia  the  place  of  their  residence.  William 
S.  Levers,  when  a child  of  nine  years,  was  bound 
! out  to  a man  in  Lancaster,  Penn. , where  he  re- 
I main.ed  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In  early 
; life  he  learned  the  weaver’s  trade,  and  afterward 
became  a successful  veterinary  surgeon.  He 
i married  Elizabeth  Light,  who  was  born  in  Dau- 
phin county,  Penn.,  and  in  t 84 5 brought  his  farn- 
| ily  to  Ohio,  his  death  occurring  in  Seneca  coun- 
i ty,  May  27,  1851.  His  wife  died  near  Brook- 
field, Stark  Co.,  Ohio.  Their  children  were 
i David,  who  died  in  Brookfield,  Ohio;  Isaac,  who 
died  near  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Sarah,  who 
vvas  married  and  died  in  Illinois,  leaving  ten 
; children;  Solomon,  who  died  in  Wooster,  Wayne 
Co.,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of 
. John  McDowel,  and  died  in  WWoster ; Joel,  of 
Chippewa  township,  Wavne  county;  Daniel,  who 
I is  living  near  Fulton,  Ohio;  Susan,  wife  of 
Ephraim  Baker,  of  Michigan;  Mrs.  Liddy Hirschy; 

; and  William  H.,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Levers,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin  county,  Penn. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
, stone  mason  and  plasterer,  which  pursuit  he  has 
followed  more  or  less  since  that  time.  He  was 
married  May  9,  1850,  in  Fulton,  Ohio,  by  Rev. 
Hartley,  to  Miss  Liddy  Vernon,  who  was  born 
February  20,  1826,  in  Philadelphia  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  H.  and  Mary  (Ekoffj  Ver- 
non, also  natives  of  Philadelphia.  The  parents 
both  died  on  a farm  near  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levers  took  up  their  residence 
in  Brookfield.  Ohio,  but  a year  later  removed  to 
a farm  in  that  locality,  on  which  they  lived  for 
two  years.  They  afterward  spent  two  years -on 
j a farm  in  Wayne  county,  and  subsequently  lived 
for  one  year  on  a farm  near  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  aft- 
erward near  Hedgetown,  Ohio.  Going  to  San- 
dusky county,  Mr.  Levers  there  worked  at  his 
trade  for  two  years,  and  in  1S60  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  settling  at  Bowling  Green.  Dur- 
ing the  years  passed  there  he  made  the  first  im- 
provements upon  a twenty-acre  tract  of  land, 
which  he  had  purchased.  He  cleared  and  drained 
; this,  built  thereon  a rude  log  cabin,  and  contin- 
! ued  the  work  of  improvement  and  cultivation  un- 
I til  he  now  owns  a valuable  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levers  have  been  born  the 
i following  children — William  T. , born  February 
20.  i S 5 1 ; Isaac  Newton  born  October  28,  1852, 
now  an  oil  man  of  Liberty  township;  Mary  Ma- 
tilda, who  vvas  born  fune  17.  1855,  and  the 
deceased  wife  of  Joel  Reeves;  Emily  Anna,  born 
May  11,  1857;  Liddv  Ann,  born  October  10. 
1858,  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Ducat,  of  W ood 
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county;  Daniel  Webster,  born  May  n,  1861,  a 
farmer  of  Liberty  township;  Viola  Belle,  born 
August  30,  1863,  now  the  wife  of  William  Errett; 
Izora,  born  May  10,  1865,  now  the  wife  of  Wilbur 
Hansen ; and  Precida  Louisa,  born  February  17, 
1869,  now  the  wife  of  George  Hansen. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  served  for  four  years  as  trus- 
tee, while  for  many  years  he  was  township  clerk 
of  the  school  board.  He  belongs  to  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  is  a charitable  and  benevolent 
man,  w’ho  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a helping  hand 
to  the  poor  and  needy,  and  to  aid  others  less 
fortunate  than  himself.  He  owes  his  own  suc- 
cess entirely  to  his  energy  and  good  management, 
and  may  truly  be  called  a self-made  man. 

Edward  S.  Bryant,  of  Bloomdale,  the  well- 
knowm  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment, 
O.  N.  G.,  of  which  one  company  is  the  famous 
Bloomdale  Rifles,  and  a prominent  business  man 
of  this  county,  was  born  July  12,  1853,  in  Pitts- 
field, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

His  father,  John  W.  Bryant,  was  a student 
at  Oberlin  College,  where  he  met  Miss  Elvira 
Harmon,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Lorain  county,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried about  1847.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Warren  C.,  Edward  S.,  and  Charles 

H.,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Bloomdale.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  a man  of  great  natural  ability 
and  wide  culture.  He  practiced  law  successfully 
for  some  years,  and  then  having  purchased  the  Ban- 
ner, of  Albion,  Ind.,  he  assumed  editorial  charge 
and  soon  made  it  a power  in  political  circles. 
He  died  at  Albion  in  1857,  and  was  buried  there 
amid  the  sincere  mourning  of  a wide  circle  of 
friends.  Mrs.  Bryant  was  married  again,  this 
time  to  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  but 
after  his  death  she  moved  to  Bloomdale.  where  she 
died  in  1888,  her  remains  resting  in  VanBuren 
cemetery. 

Left  fatherless  at  the  age  of  four  years,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  found  a home  with  a man 
named  Chet  Smith,  of  LaGrange  Center,  Lorain 
county,  and  later  with  Bishop  Bradley,  of  Pitts- 
field, doing  such  work  at  each  place  as  his  years 
permitted,  and  attending  the  district  schools. 
At  twelve  he  became  an  errand  boy  in  the  con- 
fectionery establishment  of  Henry  Weisgerber,  at 
Cleveland,  and  was  soon  advanced  to  a more 
responsible  position.  After  three  years  he  re- 
turned to  Pittsfield,  where  his  mother  then  lived, 
and  began  to  study  telegraphy  at  Oberlin.  walking 
three  and  a half  miles  to  and  fro  each  morning 
and  evening.  Four  months  later  he  entered  the 


office  of  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  R.  R, , at  Oberlin,  as 
an  apprentice,  and  not  long  after  was  made  night 
operator  there.  Later  he  held  the  position  of 
; operator  at  Wauseon,  Ohio,  and  Ligonier,  Elk~ 

| hart,  Goshen  and  Kendallville,  Ind.,  and  then 
resigned  from  the  service  of  the  L.  6.  6c  M.  A., 
receiving  a letter  of  recommendation  which  made 
; it  easy  for  him  to  secure  similar  work  elsewhere. 

, For  some  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
j Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  first  at  Crestline,  Ohio, 
and  then  in  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  and  South  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  when  the  B.  6c  O.  R.  R.  was  com- 
pleted to  Chicago,  he  became  their  first  operator 
i there,  remaining  nine  months.  By  this  time  he 
| had  become  weary  of  the  routine  of  office  work. 

and  prepared  himself  to  add  the  duties  of  station 
; agent,  his  first  assignment  to  the  double  dutv 
being  at  Cromwell,  Ind.  On  December  1 3,  1 875, 
he  opened  the  first  telegraph  office  at  Bloomdale, 
i holding  also  the  position  of  agent  in  the  newly 
established  depot. 

November  25,  1877,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Effie  Wineland,  a native  ot  Hancock  county,  and 
i a daughter  of  Daniel  Wineland.  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Bloomdale,  and  the  senior  member 
j of  the  firm  of  Wineland  Bros. , operators  of  a saw- 
mill there.  Col.  Bryant  took  an  interest  in  this 
: business,  and,  by  the  introduction  of  improved 
machinery,  gave  it  new  life,  the  trade  increasin 
until  he  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  his  positio 
with  the  railroad.  For  some  time  he  carried  on 
the  sawmill  alone,  until  Joseph  Linhart.  and  later 
S A.  Linhart,  joined  him.  the  firm  name  from 
1881  to  1 8 S 3 being  Bryant  6c  Linhart  Bros. 
Since  the  retirement  of  Joseph  Linhart  the  firm 
has  been  Bryant  & Linhart,  a name  distinguished 
throughout  trade  circles  for  enterprise,  progress- 
ive methods,  and  fair  dealing.  Col.  Bryant  is 
; interested  in  many  lines  of  business,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Bloomdale  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  and  an  incorporator  of  the 
Diamond  Oil  Co.,  chartered  in  July,  1895.  the 
first  to  be  organized  in  Bloomdale.  Col.  and 
Mrs.  Bryant  have  always  taken  a prominent  place 
place  in  the  social  lifeof  Bloomdale.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Detie,  born  September  23. 

1S79;  Alma,  born  March  2S,  1881,  died  at  the 
age  of  two;  and  Clyde,  born  May  7,  1SS5. 

Politically  Mr.  Bryant  is  a Republican,  and 
has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Wood  county  cen- 
tral committee.  He  is  one  of  the  chief  counsel- 
lors of  his  party  in  this  vicinity,  and,  although  he 
seeks  no  favors  for  himself,  the  success  of  more 
than  one  candidate  has  been  due  to  his  elmrts. 
Col.  Bryant’s  connection  with  the  renowned 
i Bloomdale  Rifles  of  the  O.  N.  G.,  which  he  was 
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active  in  organizing,  has  given  him  a wide  ac- 
quaintance in  military  circles.  He  served  five 
years  as  captain,  and  had  been  re-elected  for  an- 
other term,  but  in  April,  1893,  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  rank.  He  belongs  to  the  F.  &A.  \L, 
Fostoria  Lodge,  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a 
charter- member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  278,  Bloomdale 
Lodge,  where  he  has  served  in  all  the  chairs;  is 
colonel  of  the  U.  R.  K.  of  P. , 6th  Regiment, 
headquarters  Bowling  Green,  and  is  U.  S.  Deputy 
Marshal,  Toledo  District. 

W.  H.  Benn,  deceased,  was  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Washington  township,  where  he 
was  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  on  January  12,  1832, 
and  was  one  of  the  seven  children  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Moore)  Benn,  the  others  being  George, 
a veterinary  surgeon,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  James  Bogers,  of  Toledo;  Han- 
nah, wife  of  S.  Sharpiot,  of  Toledo;  John,  de- 
ceased; Elias;  Emily,  wife  of  Allen  Drues.  The 
parents  removed  with  their  family  from  the  Em- 
pire State  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  but  afterward 
came  to  Wood  county,  where  they  located  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Plain  township.  There 
they  spent  the  remainder  ot  their  lives. 

In  the  schools  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  W.  H. 
Benn  pursued  his  literary  studies,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  assisting  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm.  When  old  enough  he  also  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  for  others.  In  1845  he  left  Huron 
county,  coming  with  his  father  to  Plain  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  worked  in  a sawmill.  In 
1865  he  bought  a farm  of  fort}-  acres  in  Wash- 
ington township,  which  he  improved  and  operated, 
and  as  his  financial  resources  increased,  added  to 
it  thirty  acres  more,  all  of  which  he  placed  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  making  it  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  locality.  Neat  and  substantial 
buildings  were  erected  thereon,  and  the  whole 
place  indicated  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 
Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services,  he 
enlisted  in  1861  in  Company  A,  144th  O.  Y.  I., 
under  Capt.  Black,  and  participated  in  all  the  en- 
gagements in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  being 
always  found  at  his  post  of  duty.  • 

In  Plain  township,  in  July,  1856,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  W.  H.  Benn  and  Rhodie 
Hogue.  To  them  were  born  two  sons,  James 
and  Johri,  who  now  make  their  homes  in  Cleve- 
land. The  mother  died  of  consumption  on  Au- 
gust 18,  1863,  after  which  Mr.  Benn  was  again 
married  in  1865  at  Tontogany,  his  second  union 
being  with  Martha  Brown,  a daughter  of  J.  B. 


j Brown,  a cooper,  of  Sugar  Ridge.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  but  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. They  are  as  follows:  Charles  W. ; Jennie, 
wife  of  William  Lennard,  of  Washington  town- 
ship;  Addie,  wife  of  Thomas  Custer,  an  oil  oper- 
ator; Cora;  William  H.,  who  resides  on  the 
homestead  farm;  and  Emma  and  May,  twins,  who 
i have  passed  away. 

'Mr.  Benn  took  an  active  intei'est  in  school 
matters,  serving  four  years  as  school  director,  and 
also  held  other  offices  in  the  township,  including 
that  of  supervisor.  A Democrat  *in  politics,  he 
gave  his  earnest  support  to  the  principles  of  the 
party,  and  his  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  An  honest,  industrious 
i man  and  highly  respected  citizen,  his  death  was 
deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  passed 
away  in  Washington  township. 

| 

Thomas  Goodenough,  a wealthy  farmer  of 
Weston  township,  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land, December  10,  1845,  his  parents  coming  to 
this  country,  in  1849,  when  he  was  four  years 
| old.  They  settled  at  Greenfield,  Huron  Co., 
and  there  he  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools. 

When  old  enough  our  subject  learned  the 
trade  of  a blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for 
three  years,  and  then  learned  the  boiler  maker’s 
; trade  at  Brownell’s  boiler  works,  in  Dayton, 
Ohio.  He  was  employed  there  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  Plain  township,  this  county,  and 
bought  ninety  acres  of  land.  This  he  improved, 
but  subsequently  sold,  and  removed  to  Weston 
township,  purchasing  the  Ward  farm  of  100 
j acres.  This  property  Mr.  Goodenough  has 
placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  drain- 
ing, tiling  it,  and  otherwise  making  it  a model 
farm.  He  has  erected  a comfortable  residence, 
and  has  one  of  the  best  barns  in  the  county, 
i which  cost  $1,500,  also  a grain  barn  which  was 
built  at  a cost  of  $500,  and  a fine  windmill.  He 
has  a small  orchard  of  choice  assorted  fruit  trees 
set  out,  and,  taking  all  in  all,  the  place  is  one  of 
the  best  arranged  and  most  complete  in  the 
i township. 

Mr.  Goodenough  was  the  first  boiler  maker  in 
: Wood  county,  and  followed  his  trade,  at  the 
same  time  managing  his  farm,  for  seventeen 
years,  being  known,  also,  as  t Ire  most  extensive 
hog  raiser  in  the  county.  He  experienced  many 
of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  in  his  early  days, 
and,  among  other  experiences,  tells  of  the  time 
when,  fora  year,  he  was  a sailor  on  the  great 
lakes,  sailing  most  of  the  time  between  Grand 
1 Haven  and  Manistee,  Mich.  He  is  a man  who 
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has  worked  hard,  has  been  energetic  and  saving, 
and  well  deserves  the  prosperity  which  has 
crowned  his  efforts,  and  enabled  him  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ease  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Goodenough  was  married,  April  14,  1877, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Dotts,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio, 
and  three  children  have  blessed  their  union: 
Hattie,  born  August  14,  1878,  wife  of  George 
Gloor,  a farmer  in  Milton  township ; Robert, 
born  March  3,  1881;  and  Thomas  S.,  born 
March  24,  1889.  Mrs.  Goodenough’s  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Ann  (Battin)  Dotts,  the  former 
born  about  1S16,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  in 
1817,  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  They  were 
married  in  Ohio,  and  had  seven  children:  John 

Y. , a farmer:  Eli  B.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
war,  in  Company  K,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in 
hospital;  Osborn  S. , a farmer  in  Defiance  coun- 
ty, Ohio  (he  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
serving  with  the  130th  O.  V.  I.);  Jefferson  S., 
who  lira  farmer  in  Weston  township;  Sarah  P., 
deceased;  Mary  E.,  born  November  29,  1855,  at 
Bowling  Green,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Cynthia 
M.,  wife  of  S.  Johnson,  a farmer  near  Weston. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican,  and 
was  for  five  years  supervisor  of  Plain  township. 
He  served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  for  nine 
years,  and  was  also  a member  of  the  township 
school  board  in  Sub-District  No.  9.  Pie  is  a 
Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  560, 
F.  & A.  M.,  at  Weston.  The  family  are  all  re- 
spectable citizens.  Mr.  Goodenough  is  a self-made 
man,  and  he  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  in 
the  community,  where  he  is  regarded  as  a most 
worthy  citizen. 

WillS.  Baird.  Thesu'bjectof  this  personal 
sketch  is  one  of  the  successful  and  progressive 
farmers  within  the  borders  of  Bloom  township, 
and  one  of  the  representative  men  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  has  made  his  special  field  of  industry 
a success,  and  highly  esteemed  and  respected 
"by  those  who  know  him  best.  He  is  the  second 
child  in  the  family  of  Shelman  and  Keziah  (Locy) 
Baird,  and  was  born  in  Perry  township.  Wood 
county,  December  17,  1852. 

Mr.  Baird  was  educated  in  District  No.  4,  of 
his  native  township,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  hired  out  as  a farm  hand;  previous  to  this 
time,  however,  he  had  begun  to.  learn  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  but  not  liking  the  business  he 
gave  it  up.  Later  he  resumed  carpentering, 
working  one  season  for  C.  |.  Upd' -graft.  On 
April  18,  187S,  he  wedded  Miss  Addie  Pelton, 
who  was  born  in  La  Grange,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 


August  14,  1S61,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  and 
Lydia  (Beaumont)  Pelton.  On  coming  to  Wood 
county,  her  parents  first  located  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, later  moved  to  Perry  township,  and  died  at 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio. 

On  Section  18,  Perry  township,  Mr.  Baird 
| began  housekeeping,  having  scarcely  any  furni- 
j ture  or  cooking  utensils,  and  those  he  had,  being 
second-handed.  He  later  purchased  a cow,  span 
of  horses,  and  a buggy.  At  the  end  of  a year 
he  removed  to  his  father’s  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated on  the  shares  for  nearly  two  years,  when 
he  went  to  Bloomdale,  there  being  employed  as 
a laborer  by  Bryant  & Linhart  for  the  same 
length-  of  time.  During  that  time  he  was  able 
to  save  enough  money  to  purchase  two  lots,  and 
he  built  a house  in  Bloomdale,  which  he  sold  in 
1883,  removing  to  Section  16,  Perry  township, 
where  he  rented  a house  and  a small  piece 
of  ground,  while  he  worked  in  the  sawmill  of 
his  father-in-law.  In  the  spring  of  1884,  Mr. 
Baird  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
13,  Bloom  township,  from  Andrew  Emerine,  for 
which  he  went  in  debt  $1,800,  and  the  first  sea- 
son, which  was  very  wet,  his  crops  failed;  but 
he  did  not  allow  himself  to  become  discouraged, 
hoping  for  better  days.  Fortunately  he  had 
purchased  his  place  of  a gentleman  who  was 
.very  lenient  with  him,  and  instead  of  forcing  the 
payment  of  $200  annually,  he  allowed  the  debt 
to  go  for  three  years  without  any  payments.  Our 
subject  secured  outside  work  which  enabled  him 
to  earn  considerable,  and  as  his  land  was  further 
developed  it  became  more  productive.  It  is  now 
entirely  free  from  debt,  and  in  1893  a substan- 
tial home  was  erected  thereon.  With  the  exeep- 
ton  of  twenty  acres,  the  land  has  all  been  cleared, 
thoroughly  tiled  and  drained,  and  now  bountiful 
harvests  yield  a ready  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  expendedmpon  the  place. 

Mr.  Baird  and  wife  may  be  properly  classed 
among  the  self-made  citizens  of  Wood  count)-, 
who,  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  industry  and 
perseverance,  have  not  only  gained  for  themselves 
a home,  but  have  materially  assisted  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  the  country  around 
them.  They  have  always  enjoyed  life,  taking 
many  pleasures  that  others  in  their  circumstances 
would  have  probably  denied  themselves.  His 
first  vote  was  cast  with  the  Democratic  party, 
later  he  became  a Prohibitionist,  and  is  now  a 
Republican,  though  not  bound  by  party  ties, 
voting  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  politics. 

1 He  is  a charter  member  of  West  Millgrove 
| K.  of  P.  Lodge,  No.  445,  while  himself  and 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Disciples  Church. 


v 


■ 

■ 


730 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


F.  E.  Whitker,  a well-known  grocery  mer- 
chant of  Bowling  Green,  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Bankey  & Whitker,  is  a strictly  first-class  bus- 
iness man,  reliable  and  energetic.  He  was  born 
at  Weston,  Wood  county,  November  2,  1867, 
and  is  the  offspring  of  excellent  stock  of  stanch 
German  ancestry,  his  paternal  grandfather  hav- 
ing come  from  the  Fatherland.  He  located  near 
Pemberville,  Wood  county,  where  John  Whitker, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared.  At  Toledo, 
Ohio,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  the  latter 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  Matzinger,  a native  of  Switz- 
erland, who  had  come  with  her  people  to  the 
New  World  and  located  in  that  city.  After  their 
marriage  the  parents  made  their  home  at  Weston,  ' 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  i 
for  ten  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  two  and  a half  miles  northwest  of  that  | 
village.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  child,  the  others 
being  Gillie,  John,  Maggie,  Abbie,  Alice,  May  and 
Mertie. 

In  the  place  of  his  nativity,  Mr.  F.  E.  Whit- 
ker grew  to  manhood,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there  until  January  1,  1884.  On  laying 
aside  his  text  books  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  H.  C.  Uhlman.  In  1893  he  came  to 
Bowling  Green,  where  he  entered  business  as  a 
co-partner  in  the  firm  of  Bankey  & Whitker.  and 
they  have  become  the  leading  dealers  in  grocer- 
ies, crocker}7  and  queensware  in  the  place. 

On  June  15,  1892,  Mr.  Whitker  was  married 
to  Miss  Maude  Ro}'ce,  who  was  born  November 
29,  1871.  Socially,  he  holds  membership  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  In  business,  he  is  energetic 
and  trustworthy,  and  has  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  people  by  his  honesty  and  integrity. 

Abraham  Coen,  a well-known  retired  agricult- 
urist of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Knox  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  July  27,  1817. 

x His  father,  William  Coen,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  came  early  in  life  to  Knox 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  tnanv 
years.  He  was  married  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va. , 
to  Miss  Sarah  Brokaw,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  in  1 800.  In  religious  belief,  they 
were  Presbyterians,  and  they  exemplified  their 
faith  in  faithful,  practical,  right-doing.  Their 
later  years  were  spent  in  Hancock  county,  where  1 
our  subject’s  mother  died  in  1840.  His  father 
died  m 1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  They  had 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  (1) 
Cecelia,  deceased,  formerly  Mrs.  Robert  Black, 
of  Tontogany;  (2)  Ann,  Mrs.  I.  S.  Wilson,  of 
Coles  county,  111.  ; (3)  Abraham,  our  subject;  (4)  j 


; John,  a prominent  resident  of  Bowling  Green; 
j (5)  Margaret,  deceased," formerly  the  wife  of  folm 
Gray,  of  Cloud  county,  Kans. ; (6)  James,  de- 
ceased, a resident  of  Indiana ; (7)  William,  a well- 
' known  citizen  of  Bowling  Green;  (8)  Ebenezer, 
of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  fell  in  the  battle  of  Mo- 
nocacy,  in  the  Union  army;  (9)  George  Coen,  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  Coen  lived  with  his  parents  in  Knox 
county  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  they  moved 
i to  Hancock  county.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  a log  school  house  near  his  home,  and 
his  time  was  mainly  devoted  to  farm  work  and 
getting  out  logs  for  the  market.  On  August  28, 
1838,  he' married  Miss  Sarah  Hall,  who  was  born 
December  30,  1818,  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 
The  first  years  of  their  married  life  were  passed 
in  Hancock  county,  but  in  1849,  they  came  to 
Plain  township,  Wood  county,  and  bought  a 
farm,  which  they  cultivated  until  the  development 
of  the  oil  industry  in  that  locality  resulted  in  the 
opening  of  four  wells  upon  their  estate.  A few 
years  ago  they  moved  co  Bowling  Green  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  labor,  and  here  Mrs.  Coen  sank 
into  the  unbroken  repose  of  death,  December  20, 
1 S94,  after  over  fifty-six  years  of  married  life. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom 
grew  to  adult  age:  (1)  Harriet  married  Andrew 

Rush,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  both  died,  leaving 
a family  of  five  children — Flora,  Erva,  Benham, 
Boyd  and  Newell.  (2)  Mary  married  Henry 
Goodenough,  a leading  citizen  of  Plain  township, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; five  children  were  born  to  them — May,  Ruth, 
Sarah,  Harry  A. , and  Walter.  (3)  Aaron  died 
as  the  result  of  exposure  and  hardship  in  the 
army.  He  was  a member  of  Company  C,  21st 
O.  V.  I.,  and  had  re-enlisted  at  the  end  of  his 
first  term,  when  his  health  gave  way  and  he  was 
sent  home.  (4)  Nancy  married  Thomas  E. 
Adams,  of  Findlay,  Ohio.  (5)  Delilah  is  the  wife 
of  A.  Chapman,  of  Bowling  Green.  They  have 
four  children — Fred,  Anna,  Arthur  and  Ralph. 
(6)  Rachel  married  William  Hopper,  of  Plain 
township,  and  has  three  children — George,  Perry 
and  Yirnil. 

Mr.  Coen  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  politically  ;s  a Republican. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  for  William  H.  Harrison. 
He  is  a man  of  remarkabiv  fine  physique,  and 
has  usually  weighed  220  pounds,  his  "working 
weight.”  His  declining  years  are  free  from  care, 
but  the  passing  away  of  early  associates  brines  of 
necessity  the  chill  of  loneliness,  and  a longing  for 
reunion.  Notwithstanding  the  esteem  of  later 
friends,  and  the  affection  of  his  children  he  " is 
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like  a giant  oak,  which,  having  outlived  the 
storms  which  laid  his  companions  low,  now 
stands  alone.  ” 

Peter  Kramp,  a retired  agriculturist,  now  re- 
siding at  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Nassau, 
Prussia,  January  17,  1835.  His  parents  both 
died  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  no  record  of 
them  has  been  kept.  He  was  one  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Adam,  a miner,  who  died  J 
in  Germany,  at  an  advanced  age;  David,  who 
also  lived  to  an  old  age,  and  died  in  Germany;  j 
Elizabeth  married  Philip  Schid,  and  died  in  Ger- 
many; Jennie  married  Henry  Menor.  and  died  in 
the  old  country;  Catherine  is  the  twin  sister  of 
our  subject,  married  Ernest  Gross,  and  lives  in 
Germany. 

When  Mr.  Kramp  first  came  to  America,  in 
1854,  he  took  passage  in  a sailing  vessel,  and 
was  thirty-two  days  in  making  the  voyage.  In 
1894,  when  he  visited  his  sister  in  Germany,  he 
made  the  trip  in  eleven  days,  and  the  return  trip 
in  ten  days. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  our  subject  and 
his  sister  were  reared  by  their  eldest  brother. 
Mr.  Kramp  attended  the  public  schools,  and  at 
an  early  age  worked  at  and  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade.  When  he  came  to  America,  he  landed  in 
New  York,  and  thence  went  direct  to  Sandusky 
City,  Ohio.  At  the  end  of  the  journey  he  was 
indebted  four  dollars  to  a friend  who  had  assisted 
him  to  reach  his  destination.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  at  first,  for  six  dollars  per  month,  and  after- 
wards for  $160  per  year,  until  he  got  married. 
After  his  marriage  he  rented  a small  farm  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  the  owner  of  the  farm  furnishing  a 
team  to  do  the  plowing  and  heavy  work,  Mr. 
'Kramp  being  able  only  to  furnish  a horse  to  do 
the  light  work.  His  wife  was  a great  help  to 
him,  and  through  her  assistance  and  economy,  at 
the  end  of  a year  they  were  able  to  buy  a team, 
and  t-hen  rented  a larger  farm,  upon  which  they 
lived  until  they  came  to  Wood  county,  in  1869. 
4t  this  time  they  had  saved  $1,000,  which  they  j 
paid  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Plain  township, 
which  they  had  purchased  for  $4,000.  After  liv- 
ing on  this  land  for  eight  years,  Mr.  Kramp  ex- 
changed it  for  160  acres  in  the  same  township, 
which  he  yet  owns.  There  arc  about  fifteen  pro- 
ducing oil  wells  on  this  farm,  which  yield  a com- 
fortable income  to  the  owner.  He  removed  from 
his  farm  to  Bowling  Green  about  three  years 
since,  and  has  built  a comfortable  resilience  in 
the  west  part  of  the  \illagc,  where  he  now  lives 
in  contentment  and  quiet  enjoyment. 

He  was  married,  February  22,  iS6t,  to  Miss 


Christiana  Seel,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  No- 
vember 13,  1840.  Twelve  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  (1)  Henry,  now  living  on  his 

father's  farm,  born  November  13,  1 8(5 1 , married 
Miss  Ida.  Plowright,  and  has  six  children,  viz.  : 
Ralph,  Mabel,  Lena,  Clarence,  Wallace  and  Es- 
ther. (2)  William,  born  May  18,  1864,  married 
Miss  Lydia  Wright,  and  has  three  children,  viz.: 
Floyd,  Leah  and  Lucy.  (3)  Philip  Peter,  born 
June  7,  1866,  married  Miss  Ada  Hartman,  and 
lias  two  children,  Edna  and  Merle.  (4)  Fred- 
erick, born  May  22,  1868,  died  December  9, 

1 89 1 . (5)  Peter,  born  July  17,  1870,  married 

Miss  Vallie  Pulse,  and  has  one  child,  May.  :'6i 
George,  born  August  [3,  1872,  married  Miss 
Ettie  Wright,  a sister  of  his  brother  William's 
wife,  and  has  one  child,  Burl.  (7)  Louise,  born 
December  9,  1874,  died  February  9,  1875.  IS; 
Charley,  born  January  13,  1876.  was  married  in 
1895  to  Miss  Mattie  Borland,  who  died  in  1896; 
one  child  was  born  to  them,  but  is  now  dead. 
(9)  Christiana,  born  April  1 1 , 1878,  lives  with 
; her  parents.  (10)  Edward,  born  April  10,  1880, 
and  ( 1 1 ) John  A.,  born  May  28,  1882,  reside 
with  their  parents.  (12)  Reuben,  the  youngest, 

I was  born  September  2,  1885. 

Mr.  Kramp  belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation, and  in  politics  is  a Prohibitionist.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  is  enjoying  the  reward  of  a well-spent, 
industrious  life. 

l 

William  Nelsox  is  a representative  farmer 
i of  Center  township,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm 
of  250  acres.  His  operations  have  been  marked 
; with  uniform  success,  and  in  addition  to  being  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  he  is  a busi- 
ness man  of  more  than  ordinary  capacity,  wise 
and  judicious  in  his  investments,  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  facilities  afforded  at  this  day  and 
age  by  improved  machinery,  and  all  the  other  ap- 
pliances, required  by  the  modern  tiller  of  the 
soil.  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  was  the  earliest 
home  of  our  subject,  where  he  was  born  June  30, 
1820.  His  parents,  James  and  Sarah  (Evenings 
Nelson,  were  natives  of  Buffalo  Valley,  Union 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
until  coming  to  Wood  county  to  make  his  home 
with  his  son.  Here  his  death  occurred  in  1873. 
j and  his  wife,  who  had  preceded  him  to  the  world 
beyond,  died  in  1863.  In  their  family  wi  re  ten 
children,  named  as  follows:  Jane,  Lid  lie.  Jona- 
than, Katherine,  William,  James,  Mary,  John 
D.,  Sarah  and  Jesta. 

William  Nelson  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  while  his  farm  training  was  re- 
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ceived  on  the  old  homestead.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  began  selling  goods  on  the 
road,  which  occupation  he  continued  to  follow 
for  sixteen  years,  during  which  time  he  managed 
by  strict  economy  to  save  enough  money  to  pur- 
chase 160  acres  of  land  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio.  A portion  of  the  farm  had  been  placed 
under  cultivation,  and  to  its  improvement  he  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  until  1865,  when  he 
disposed  of  that  property  and  removed  to  Mis- 
souri, remaining  there  a short  time.  Coming 
back  to  Ohio,  he  located  in  Center  township, 
where  he  bought  100  acres,  half  of  which  had 
been  improved.  He  cleared  the  balance,  and 
as  his  financial  resources  increased,  added  1 50 
acres  to  his  farm.  Starting  out  in  life  with  very 
little  capital — in  fact,  nothing  but  his  strong 
hands  and  resolute  will — the  present  condition  of 
Mr.  Nelson,  socially  and  financially,  reflects  great  | 
credit  upon  him,  both  as  an  agriculturist  and  a 
business  man. 

In  August,  1852.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in 
Hancock  county,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Rebecca  Bowman,  who  was  born  March  20, 
1830,  and  is  a daughter  of  Henry  Bowman,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  that  county.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  all  of  whom  survive, 
and  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  James  L. , 

born  July  23,  1853,  is  a farmer,  and,  by  his  mar- 
riage with  Ellen  Shinew,  has  eight  children; 
William  II.,  born  July  26,  1855,  carries  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  Sarah 
E.,  born  January  4,  1S5S.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Shinew,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  Liddie 
E.,  born  August  31,  1 860,  is  the  wife  of  James 
Davis,  a contractor  and  builder,  of  Plain  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  John  A.,  born  May  24, 
1864,  is  a farmer  living  on  the  homestead; 
Louisa  J.,  born  October  10,  1866,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Grom,  a farmer  of  Michigan;  Elmert, 
born  August  7,  1868,  married  Della  Stacy;  and 
Emma/R.,  born  November  28,  1872,  is  the  wife 
of  Arthur  Vermillia,  a farmer  of  Henry  county, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Nelson  still  resides  upon  his  farm,  which 
is  now  conducted  by  his  son  John,  but  has  laid 
aside  business  cares,  resting  in  the  enjoyment  of  1 
the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  has  liberally 
aided  his  children  in  securing  good  homes,  and  ' 
to  all  objects  for  the  good  of  the  community,  he  i 
has  been  a cheerful  and  liberal  contributor.  His 
early  education  was  quite  limited,  but  his  natural 
intelligence  and  habits  of  observation  have  served  ! 
to  keep  him  well  informed  upon  matters  of  gen-  \ 
eral  interest.  He  is  politically  at  true-blue  Re-  , 
publican,  and  there  are  few  people  held  in  higher 


esteem  than  William  Nelson  and  his  excellent 
wife,  who  has  been  his.  faithful  and  sympathizing 
companion  for  upwards  of  forty-four  years. 

Samuel  Case,  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected and  influential  citizens  of  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  March  25, 
1832.  His  great-grandfather,  Joshua  Case,  was 
born  either  on  Long  Island  or  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  reared  a 
family  of  six  children,  of  whom  Augustus,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  July  17,  1759, 
on  Long  Island,  was  there  married  and  removed 
to  New  Jersey  in  179.2. 

Augustus  Case  raised  six  children,  two  of 
whom  were  born  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  the 
family  removed  to  Greene  county,  Penn.  The 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  received  a pension  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
in  1852,  he  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  The  record  of  his  children  is 
as  follows:  Anna  married  John  Culberson,  and 

they  removed  to  Lawrence  county.  111.,  where 
she  died;  Samuel  Y.  comes  next:  John  B.  died 
; in  Indiana;  Elizabeth  married  William  Kean,  of 
j Wayne  county,  Ohio;  Onesimus  died  in  Wayne 
county;  and  Joshua  died  in  Wayne  county  when 
thirty-two  years  old.  All  of  those  deceased  left 
families.  Dr.  Augustus  Case,  of  Miami  county, 
Ind.,  is  a son  of  Onesimus,  and  Harvey  B.  Case, 
of  Loudonville,  Ohio,  is  a son  of  Joshua. 

Samuel  Y. , the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  September  22,  1796,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
and,  as  will  be  seen,  was  two  years  of  age  when, 
in  1798,  the  family  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  In 
1814  he  came  with  his  father  to  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  August  20,  1817,  to 
Jane  Eakright.  The  young  couple  at  once  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Plain  township,  Wayne  county, 
which  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Case  by  his  father, 
and  which  was  their  home  for  forty-five  years,  and 
until  the  death  of  the  husband,  which  took  place 
in  1870.  Mrs.  Case  was  born  in  Monongahela 
county,  Penn.,  in  1795,  and  after  the  death  of 
her  husband  made  her  home  with  our  subject 
until  1876,  when  she,  too,  passed  away.  This 
worthy  couple  were  both  lifelong  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  bodv  they  had 
worshiped  over  sixty  years.  A church  was  built 
upon  their  farm,  which  was  named  for  them,  and 
in  the  burying-ground  adjacent  many  members  of 
their  family  are  laid  to  rest. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Samuel  Y.  Case 
and  liis  wife,  of  whom  the  following  mention  is 
made:  Milton  B.  died  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo., 
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March  29,  1896;  he  reared  a family  of  sixteen  J 
children.  Augustus  B.  died  in  Cass  county,  Neb., 
in  1865.  Youngs  C.  died  in  Bowling  Green 
March  22,  1894.  Reason  B.  lives  on  a part  of 
the  old  farm  in  Wayne  count)'.  Aaron  B.  was  a 
farmer  in  Schuyler  county,  Mo.,  where  he  died  j 
in  1886.  John  B.  is  a farmer  in  Sheridan  county,  j 
Neb.  Samuel,  our  subject,  comes  next.  Eliza-  j 
beth  J.  is  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Faws,  of  Bowling 
Green.  W.  H.  H.  died  near  Lyons,  Colo., 
December  10,  1885. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early 
days  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Wayne  county,  and 
when  eighteen  years  old  began  teaching  school, 
which,  in  connection  with  farming,  he  carried  on 
until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  old,  in  the  mean-  , 
time,  however,  also  attending  school  for  two  j 
terms  in  Loudonville,  also  the  O.  W.  U.  at 
Delaware.  After  his  marriage  in  1 860  he  engaged  i 
in  the  mercantile  business  for  one  year  at  Big  | 
Prairie,  Wayne  county,  afterward  proceeding  j 
to  Crestline,  Crawford  county,  where  he » con-  | 
ducted  a dry-goods  store  for  six  years.  He  then 
removed  to  Portage,  Wood  county,  keeping  a j 
store  there  for  one  year,  when,  in  1868,  he  took  : 
up  his  residence  in  Bowling  Green,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  Addison  Fay,  opened  a store  which 
they  conducted  some  four  years.  Our  subject 
then  sold  out  his  interest,  and  spent  some  time  in 
traveling,  after  which  he  bought  land  on  Liberty 
Prairie,  in  this  county. 

In  1874  Mr.  Case  was  elected  auditor  of  : 
Wood  county,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  | 
served  seven  consecutive  years,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  to  which  he  I 
has  devoted  the  most  of  his  attention  up  to  the  ! 
present  time.  P'or  two  years  he  was  the  secre-  j 
tary  of  the  Bowling  Green  Natural  Gas  Co.,  in 
which  he  had  an  interest,  and  has  been  largely  : 
interested  in  the  production  of  oil  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  oil  field  in  his  county.  He  received 
ninety-seven  votes  in  the  Republican  State  Con- 
vention, held  in  Columbus  in  iS8r,  for  member 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  was  only 
defeated  because  of  his  location. 

Mr.  Case  was  married  September  6,  i860,  to 
Miss  Mary  PL  McMahon,  who  was  born  May  23, 
1840,  in  Jeromesville,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio.  Of  j 
this  union  four  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Laura  May,  who  married  Rev.  Lemuel  Lee 
Warner;  he  died  December  19,  1888,  at  Genoa,  1 
leaving  two  children — Marie  L.  and  Donald  C. 
Myron  L.  married  Agnes  Boyd;  he  is  cashier  of 
the  National  Bank  at  Dunkirk,  I n d . ; this  couple 
have  one  daughter — Marjorie.  Rosella  C.  is  the 

wife  of  Rev.  Elmer  PL  McCammon,  pastor  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Marysville,  Ohio; 
they  have  two  children — John  W.  and  Myron  B. 
Samuel  R.  married  Kate,  only  child  of  Dr. 
Whitehead;  he  is  a merchant  tailor  in  Bowling 
Green. 

Mr.  Case  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  city  and  county, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  so  many  years, 
and  has  always  used  his  influence  to  promote 
their  best  interests.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
raising  the  subscription  for  the  building  of  the 
T.  & O.  C.  railway  through  Bowling  Green,  and 
has  materially  assisted  in  various  other  public  en- 
terprises. He  was  a member  of  the  school  board 
some  eleven  years,  and  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
one  term  in  Plain  township.  He  has  been  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  since 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  his  upright,  honorable 
life  is  an  example  which  any  young  man  would 
do  well  to  follow.  He  possesses  the  love  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  wields  a power- 
ful influence  for  good  throughout  the  community, 

Nathan  Howard  Mills,  one  of  the  leading 
and  honored  citizens  of  Wood  county,  prominent 
in  business,  political  and  social  circles,  was  born 
in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  June  1,  1862,  and  is  ason 
of  Greenbury  Mills.  His  father  was  born  in 
Maryland,  August  19,  1823,  and  when  a boy  left 
his  native  State,  removing  with  his  parents  to 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  the  family  locating  on  a farm 
near  New  Lexington.  Before  the  war  the  father 
of  our  subject  removed  to  Hancock  county,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand  for  a few  years. 
There  he  was  married  in  1843,  and  soon  after 
returned  to  Perry  county,  where  he  resided  until 
1862,  when  he  went  with  his  family  to  Plancock 
county,  taking  up  his  residence  near  Findlav.  In 
1871  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Jackson  township. 
Part  of  the  the  town  of  Hoytville  now  stands 
upon  this  place,  and  the  first  grocerv  store  there 
was  built  upon  the  father’s  land.  Mr.  Mills  at  once 
began  to  clear  and  improve  his  farm,  and  some 
years  later  erected  thereon  a comfortable  dwell- 
ing, which  he  made  his  place  of  abode  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  12,1895.  Mrs.  Mills 
died  August  17,  1891.  She  was  a kind  and 
faithful  wife  and  mother,  and  dearly  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her.  She  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Christian  Church,  and  the  father  also  held 
membership  with  that  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  was  an  honored  and 
esteemed  citizen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  had  a family  of  eleven 
children,  namely  : Mary,  wife  of  T.  J.  Down- 
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ham,  of  Jackson  township;  John  T.,  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township;  Delilah  Jane,  wife  of  W.  M. 
Clarke,  of  Arkansas;  Catherine,  wife  of  John 
Eaken,  of  Hoytviile;  James  E.,  a carpenter  of 
Hoytville;  William  H.,  of  Swanton,  Ohio;  Liddy 
M.,  wife  of  A.  P.  Kiger,  of  Hoytville;  Nathan 
H.;  Lucinda  PI.,  wife  of  john  Embrey,  of  Athens 
county,  Ohio;  Henry  C.,  of  Hoytville;  and 
Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Our  subject  was  only  a year  old  when  the  family 
removed  to  Plancock  county,  Ohio,  and  a child 
of  eight  when  they  came  to  Wood  county.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
these  two  counties;  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  left 
the  school  room  to  learn  the  harder  duties  of 
of  practical  business  life.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Dewey  Stave  Company,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  connected,  working  his 
way  steadily  upward,  until  since  April,  1892,  he 
has  served  as  superintendent.  Fidelity  to  duty 
is  numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics,  and 
was  the  secret  of  his  advancement. 

In  Ploytville,  on  October  27,  1882,  Mr.  Mills 
married  Miss  Amy  C.  Wall,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1862,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  B.  and  Mary  Jane  (Green)  Wall. 
They  now  have  three  children— William  W., 
Mabel  G. , and  Arnold  E.  They  began  their  do- 
mestic life  in  Hoytville,  Mr.  Mills  erecting  a 
home  close  to  his  place  of  business,  and  there  re- 
sided until  June,  1895,  when  he  sold  his  dwelling 
and  removed  to  the  old  homestead.  His  business 
career  has  been  one  of  success,  and  he  now  has 
considerable  capital  out  at  interest. 

In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  in  1895  was  elected  mayor  of  Hoyt- 
ville, but  his  pressing  business  duties  forced  him 
to  resign.  He  has  served  as  councilman  for  two 
years,  and  in  all  possible  ways  has  promoted  his 
county’s  welfare.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs,  and 
represented  the  local  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 
He  also  holds  a life  insurance  policy  in  the  En- 
dowment Rank,  K.  P.,  and  is  secretary  of  Sec- 
tion 1,498.  He  has  been  dependent  entirely 
upon  his  own  resources  since  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  and  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 
Upon  the  solid  foundation  of  diligence,  enter- 
prise, and  sound  judgment,  he  has  erected  the 
superstructure  of  success,  and  to-day  is  a sub- 
stantial citizen  of  the  communitv. 


Monroe  township,  Richland  county,  son  of  Henry 
and  Catherine  (Spade)  Wirick,  who  had  a family 
of  ten  children — seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Henry  Wirick  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
learned  the  trade  cf  cabinet  maker  in  Baltimore 
when  a young  man.  He  was  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  be  lived  for  a time,  moving  from 
that  State  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days,  and  locating 
in  Richland  county,  where  his  wife  died.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Wyandot  county,  this 
State,  where  he  passed  his  remaining  days,  dying 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Sarah;  he  and  his 
wife  rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  in  Monroe 
township,  Richland  county.  Mr.  Wirick  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  was  an  adherent 
of  the  Swedenborgian  Church. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  and  fifth  son 
of  his  father’s  large  family.  During  his  boyhood 
he  attended  the  subscription  schools  then  in 
vogue  in  the  home  neighborhood,  and  received  a 
thorough  training  to  agriculture  under  his  father, 
working  at  home  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
On  commencing  life  for  himself  he  worked  for 
from  three  shillings  to  fifty  cents  a day  and 
board.  On  November  18,  1859,  he  was  married, 
in  Richland  county,  to  Mary  A.  Smith,  a native 
of  that  county,  who  was  born  November  1 5,  1834, 
daughter  of  John  H.  Smith,  and  the  following 
spring  the  young  couple  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  they  commenced  housekeeping.  They 
made  the  trip  by  team,  and  on  their  arrival 
located  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, situated  in  Section  8,  Bloom  township, 
and  which  cost  $800.  Mr.  Wirick  paid  down 
$200  of  this  amount,  and  settled  the  remainder 
in  installments  of  $50.  so  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
did  not  have  an  over-abundance  of  capital  with 
which  to  begin.  The  land  was  timber  covered, 
and  the  five  acres  which  had  been  partly  cleared, 
were,  if  anything,  in  a worse  condition  than  the 
remainder.  A log  cabin  was  the  only  dwelling 
on  the  place,  and  they  commenced  in  true  pio- 
neer style,  Mr.  Wirick  working  steadily  until  he 
had  transformed  the  place  from  a wilderness  to  a 
fertile,  productive  farm.  In  1888  he  had  an  at- 
tack of  “la  grippe,”  which  undermined  his  health 
so  much  as  to  unfit  him  for  active  labor,  and  he 
has  since  lived  retired,  having  removed  to  his 
pleasant  home  in  Jerry  City,  in  the  spring  of 
1891.  He  acquired  a comfortable  competence, 
and  was  able  to  give  to  each  of  his  two  sons  an 


David  H.  Wikick,  who  has  lived  retired  in 
Jerry. City  since  the  spring  of  1891,  is  one  of  the 
successful  self-made  farmers  of  Wood  county. 
He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  May  15,  1835,  in 


j eighty-acre  farm. 

To  David  H.  and  Mary  A.  Wirick  were  born 
three  children,  viz.:  Francis  M.,  who  is  a 

, farmer  of  Bloom  township;  Laura  C. , who  died 
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ir.  infancy;  and  Charles,  who  is  also  a farmer  in 
Bloom  township.  The  mother  of  these  passed 
from  earth  April  9,  1870,  and  was  buried  in 
Bloom  Chapel  cemetery,  and  Mr.  Wirick  wedded, 
for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Lavina  Edgar,  widow  of 
Hector  Edgar,  and  daughter  of  John  Davis,  of 
Henry  township,  Wood  county.  She  died  June 
3,  18S0,  without  issue,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
North  Baltimore  cemetery.  December  28,  1882, 
Mr.  Wirick  was  again  married,  this  time,  in  Bloom 
township,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  (Boyd)  Swope,  a native 
of  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county;  no  children 
have  come  to  this  union.  Mr.  Wirick  is  a most 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  he  is  as  well  liked 
for  his  kindness  of  heart  as  for  his  integrity  and 
industry.  Possessed  of  good  common  sense  and 
judgment,  he  was  an  influential  man  in  his  com- 
munity, and  served  as  trustee  and  constable  in 
Bloom  township.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
faith,  but  usually  votes  for  the  best  man,  re- 
gardless of  politics'. 

William  H.  Minton,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Wood  county,  now  an  honored  resident  of  Plain 
Center,  Plain  township,  was  born  March  7,  182S, 
in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  where  his  ancestors  had 
settled  at  an  early  period. 

His  grandfather,  Nathan  Minton,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
Isaac  Johnston,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  His  father,  Jacob  Minton,  was  born 
February  26,  1796,  and  was  in  early  life  a wagon 
maker.  He  married  Miss  Philetta  Willison,  also 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  September  27, 
1798,  and,  in  1834,  they  moved  to  Ohio,  traveling 
part  of  the  way  by  water.  They  stopped  for  a 
short  time  at  Fort  Miami,  and  then  after  a few 
months  at  the  old  missionary  station  on  the 
banks  of  the  Maumee  river,  twenty  miles  above 
Toledo,  they  settled  upon  land  in  Plain  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  where  they  established  their 
home  in  the  clearing.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Morristown,  N. 
J.  (Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  pastor),  but  after  com- 
ing west  they  united  with  the  Plain  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  they  remained  through- 
out life,  faithful  and  active  members.  Before 
the  war  issues  arose,  Mr.  Minton,  Sr.,  was  a 
Whig,  and  then  became  a Republican,  and  later 
joined  the  Prohibition  party.  He  died  April  6, 
1884,  followed  two  years  and  a half  later  by  his 
wife,  who  breathed  her  last  on  the  eve  of  her 
eighty-eighth  birthday.  They  had  eight  children: 
Hannah  M.  (deceased)  married  Martin  Warner, 
of  Tontoganv,  now  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church;  Robert  B.  died  in  Carl i 11  vi  1 le.  111.,  and 


was  a professor  in  Blackburn  University  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  Nathan  W.  lives  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Ivy. ; William  H. ; Sarah  (deceased) ; 
Martha  B.  is  the  wife  of  Luke  Carr,  of  Bowling 
Green;  Jacob  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  in 
Company  H,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Fort 
Wagner;  Phileta  died  when  four  months  old. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  fourth  child  of  this 
family,  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  attended  the  neighboring  schools.  Later  he 
studied  for  one  year  in  the  academy  at  Castalian 
Springs,  Term.  On  October  23,  1850,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sallie  S.  Woodbury,  who  was  born  in 
Falmouth,  Mass.,  December  15,  1832.  Their 
seven  children  are  all  living.  Benjamin  H.  is  a 
photographer  at  Bellevue,  Huron  county;  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  Clark.  Alice  J.  married 
Fred  Smedley,  of  Berea,  Ohio,  who  is  a gradu- 
ate of  Oberlin  College  and  a photographer,  and 
has  four  children — Grace,  Ruth,  Clifford,  and 
Bessie.  Lillie  C.  married  Henry  A.  Ross,  of 
Caldwell,  Ivans.,  and  has  four  sons — Minton, 
Harry,  Marshall,  and  Elbert.  Charlotte  M.  is 
the  wife  of  Thaddeus  W.  Heermans,  a machinist 
of  Evanston,  111. ; they  have  two  children — 
Thomas  and  Miriam.  Henry  M.  is  a captain  in 
the  Salvation  Army  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Jacob  D.  lives  in  Enid,  O.  T.  ; he  married  Miriam 
Lee,  of  Kansas  City,  and  has  one  son — Harvey 
L.  Mabel  married  Edwin  Munn,  of  Portage, 
Ohio,  and  has  one  child — Lelia  F. 

Mr.  Minton  served  his  country  during  the  Civil 
war  by  enlisting  in  Company  B,  144th  O.  Y.  I. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  membrs  of  the  Plain 
Congregational  Church,  with  which  Mr.  Minton 
united  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  is  a prominent 
Prohibitionist,  and  has  been  a delegate  to  several 
State  conventions,  and  his  integrity  and  devotion 
to  his  principles  win  the  respect  of  even  political 
opponents. 

Ira  B.  Banks,  deceased.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  formerly  a leading  business  man 
of  Wood  county,  was  born  in  New  York  State 
December  4,  1826.  He  came  west  early  in  life, 
locating  first  in  Woodville,  Sandusky  county, 
and,  later,  on  a farm  near  by,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Banks’  Corners. 

In  1864  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  started 
a mercantile  business  at  Pemberville,  which 
in  1865,  he  moved  to  Weston,  where  a few 
years  afterward  Mr.  H.  C.  Uhlinan  became 
his  junior  partner.  The  business  was  confined  to 
general  merchandise,  and  finally  limited  to  dry 
goods.  Mr.  Banks  was  an  active  agent  in  the 
development  of  trade  in  his  vicinity,  and  his 
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sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  made  him 
friends  wherever  he  was  known.  His  death, 
which  occurred  October  21,  1891,  was  widely 
mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  His 
mother  (who  resides  at  Elmore,  Ohio),  his  wife 
and  five  children  survive  him.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  had  for  ! 
many  years  given  generous  support  to  its  work. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  he  belonged 
to  Phoenix  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Perrysburg. 

Mr.  Banks  was  married,  in  Fremont,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Jemima  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Essex 
county,  N.  }.,  August  10,  1S34.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Smith,  who 
came  from  New  Jersey  to  Ohio  in  1851  and  set-  1 
tied  near  Woodville,  where  their  last  days  were  ! 
spent.  Mrs.  Banks  still  resides  in  Weston,  and 
with  her  sons  conducts  the  old  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  I.  B.  Banks  Co.  Her  eldest 
son  is  Fred  J.  (2)  Bradley  D.,  born  March  26, 
1858,  was  educated  in  the  Weston  schools,  and 
for  some  time  clerked  for  his  father — in  1880 
taking  a one-half  interest  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. In  1884  he  assumed  charge  of  the  branch 
hardware  store  at  McClure,  Henry  county;  but 
four  years  later  sold  out  and  returned  to  Weston. 
He  is  non-partisan  in  politics,  and,  fraternally,  is 
a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  (3)  George  R.,  born 
October  20,  1862,  was  educated  in  the  Weston 
schools.  ’ He  has  been  connected  with  the  store 
from  boyhood,  clerking  there  prior  to  his  father's 
death.  At  that  time,  having  been  appointed  exec-  ! 
utor  of  the  estate,  by  his  father’s  will,  he  took 
full  charge  of  the  business,  which  he  has  ever 
since  conducted  with  eminent  success,  and  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  to  himself.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Exchange  Bank,  and,  though 
yet  a young  man,  is  regarded  as  a leader  in  busi- 
ness circles.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and 
is  at  present  serving  his  second  term  as  village 
treasurer.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  O. 
T.  M.,  at  Weston.  (4)  John  B.  is  in  the  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  at  Perry,  O.  T. 
(5)  Julia  is  the  wife  of  L.  E.  Long,  of  Deshler, 
Ohio.  The  Banks  family  have  always  been 
noted  for  sound  business  judgment  and  a spirit  of 
enterprise,  and  the  present  generation  are  worthy 
representatives  of  the  old  stock. 

Lewis  Dienst,  one  of  Wood  county's  promi- 
nent farmers,  and  residing  in  Portage  township, 
was  born  on  a farm  in  Upper  Canada,  December 
10,  1834.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
when  a young  man  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Canada, 
where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Barbara  L'nsicker, 
also  a native  of  Germany,  who  came  with  her  j 


parents  to  America  during  her  early  girlhood. 
He  died  when  our  subject  was  a young  lad,  leav- 
ing but  two  children:  Lewis,  and  Daniel,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  near  Lincoln,  in  Platte 
county,  Neb.  The  mother  afterward  became 
the  wife  of  Nicholas  Dienst,  and  our  subject  has 
always  borne  the  name  of  his  step-father.  Six 
children  were  born  by  the  second  union,  namely: 
Eliza,  wife  of  Rufus  Sumner,  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio;  Nicholas,  a mechanic  and  farmer  living  in 
Portage  township,  Wood  county;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Jones,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  of  Kan- 
i sas;  Henry,  an  agriculturist  of  Michigan;  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  only  about  two  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  mother  and  step-father 
to  the  United  States.  They  made  their  way  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  thence  to  Sandusky  county, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Lucas  county. 
The  year  1847  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Wood 
county,  and  they  located  in  the  town  of  Portage, 
where  Mr.  Dienst,  Sr.,  purchased  a house  and 
lot.  He  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
business  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  passed  away  in  Portage  many  years  ago;  his 
wife  died  in  1854. 

The  educational  privileges  which  Lewis  Dienst 
received  were  very  limited.  He  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  before  he  began  to  learn  the 
alphabet;  then  walked  a quarter  of  a mile  to  the 
home  of  Henry  Hoskins,  to  receive  instruction, 
and  subsequently  attended  the  schools  of  Portage. 
Through  experience  and  observation  he  has  be- 
come a well-informed  man,  but  is  self-educated 
as  well  as  self-made.  He  began  to  earn  his  liv- 
ing by  working  as  a farm  hand  for  Collister  Has- 
kins, at  $6  per  month  and  board.  His  wages 
were  afterward  increased  from  time  to  time  until, 
on  attaining  his  majority,  he  was  receiving  $14 
per  month  and  board.  He  remained  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Haskins  fifteen  consecutive  years. 
Trustworthy  and  reliable,  he  had  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  that  gentleman,  as  is  well  indicated 
by  his  long  service.  He  then  operated  the  farm 
on  shares  for  a few  years,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  prairie  land  in  Liberty 
township,  continuing  its  cultivation  some  four 
years.  The  labors  of  Mr.  Dienst  were  then  in- 
terrupted by  his  service  in  the  Union  army.  On 
August  6,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Portage,  in  Com- 
i pany  K,  1 1 1 th  O.  V.  I.  During  his  service  he 
was  once  slightly  wounded,  but  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  took  part  in  every  en- 
i gagement  in  which  his  regiment  participated 
He  received  a wound  in  his  left  shoulder  at  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  Timm,  and  several  times  hi> 
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clothes  were  pierced  with  bullets.  He  served  as 
sergeant,  and  was  promoted  from  first  sergeant  to 
second  lieutenant,  April  12,  1864,  and  was  first 
lieutenant  at  close  of  the  war,  or  when  his  regi- 
ment was  discharged.  The  war  having  ended, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July 
2 7,  1865,  and  at  once  returned  to  his  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Dienst  was  -united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Shaffer,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children:  Albert,  who  became  a conductor 

on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  lost  his  health 
through  exposure  in  that  service,  and  died  (a 
Christian  man)  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  Altha 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Curtis  Munn,  of  Portage,  Ohio; 
Jennie  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Friend,  of  Rudolph, 
Ohio;  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

Before  going  to  the  war  Mr.  Dienst  sold  his 
first  farm,  and  in  the  fall  after  his  return  he  pur- 
chased 128  acres  in  Portage  township,  a wild  and  j 
unimproved  tract,  but  with  characteristic  energy  1 
he  began  its  development.  His  first  home  w’as 
a log  cabin,  16x20  feet,  which  he  helped  to  build  i 
during  his  boyhood.  He  now  has  a large  and 
comfortable  frame  residence,  and  a well-improved 
farm  of  fifty-two  acres,  having  sold  the  remainder 
of  the  property.  He  also  owns  392  acres  of  land 
in  Sheridan  county,  Kans.,  situated  within  two 
miles  of  the  county  seat,  Hoxie  (in  this  vicinity 
Albert  L.  Dienst  pre-empted  seventy-two  acres, 
and  it  was  there  he  died).  Success  has  attended 
his  enterprising  efforts,  and  his  prosperity  is  the 
just  reward  of  his  labors.  In  politics  he  is  a stal- 
wart Republican.  He  has  been  offered  various 
offices,  but  declined  to  serve,  though  he  acted  as 
assessor  some  four  years,  has  been  school  director 
of  the  corporation  for  nine  years,  and  was  coun- 
cilman for  several  years.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion, and  all  interests  calculated  to  improve  the 
community,  receive  his  support,  and  he  is  a 
valued  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Wood  county. 
He  holds  membership  with  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  with  which  his  wife  and  children  are 
also  connected. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Beck,  wife  of  A.  D.  Beck,  was 
horn  in  Beaver,  (now'  Lawrence)  county,  Penn. , on 
April  30,  1837,  and  is  a daughter  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (McCarter)  Mackey.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  in  1850  drove 
across  the  country  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  locat- 
■>ig  on  a new  farm  of  160  acres  in  Section  18, 
Bloom  township.  He  continued  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate his  land  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  16,  1871,  and  on  the  same  farm  his 

wife  died  November  28,  1 874,  being  interred  in 
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Whitacre  cemetery.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : (1)  Daniel,  born  February  20. 

1822,  died  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn.  (2)  Will- 
iam, born  July  13,  1825,  died  in  Pennsylvania  at 
the  age  of  four  years.  (3)  Alexander,  born  March 
4,  1827,  makes  his  home  in  North  Baltimore. 
Ohio.  (4)  James,  born  July  5,  1829,  died  in 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  in  1861.  (5) 

Robert,  who  makes  his  home  in  Perry  township, 
was  born  April  17,  1831,  and  for  twenty-seven 
winter  terms  and  one  summer  term  engaged  in 
teaching,  while  for  tifteenyears  heconducted  a saw- 
mill. (6)  Joseph,  of  Fannin  county,  Texas,  was 
born  December  22,  1832,  and  served  throughout 
the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  9th  111.  Cav. 
j ^7)  Mary  J.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (8) 
John,  born  February  28,  1840,  resides  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio.  The  political  affiliations  of  the 
father  were  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  July  1 2,  1864,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  A.  C.  Russell  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Mackey.  The 
former  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  in  1S38, 
and  was  a son  of  Norman  Russell,  an  early  set- 
tler of  Perry  township.  He  engaged  in  fanning 
in  Perry  township  until  1SS1,  when  he  removed 
to  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  where,  in  November 
of  the  following  year,  he  died,  and  his  remains 
were  brought  back  and  interred  at  West  Millgrove, 
Ohio.  On  December  18,  1887,  in  Texas,  Mrs. 
Russell  became  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Beck,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Ind.,  June  19,  1831, 
son  of  Andrew  and  Susan  (Diven)  Beck.  The 
father  was  born  in  1800,  in  North  Carolina,  and 
when  only  eight  years  old  was  taken  by  his  father 
to  Washington  county,  Ind.,  where  the  latter  was 
one  of  the  honored  pioneers. 

In  1852  Mr.  Beck  went  to  Texas,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  returned  to  Lawrence  county,  Ind., 
where  he  wedded  Catherine  Horsey,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children — Susan,  now  Mrs.  Kemp  Mor- 
ley,  of  Greenville,  Texas;  Emma,  wife  of  John 
Roberts,  of  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas;  Clara,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  John,  of  Van  Zandt  coun- 
ty. The  mother  passed  away  December  i,  1866. 
in  Martin  county,  Ind.  In  October,  1864,  Mr. 
Beck  enlisted  from  Indiana,  in  Company  B,  31st 
Ind.  V.  I.,  and  served  nearly  a year.  He  hail 
again  married  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1880 
removed  with  his  wife  to  Texas,  where  she  died. 
He  was  again  married,  in  the  Lone  Star  State, 
but  this  wife  died  there  about  ten  months  after 
their  marriage. 

In  1888  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  returned  North, 
locating  in  Perry  township,  Wood  Co. .Ohio,  and 
here  have  a good  farm  of  too  acres,  which  he  is 
successfully  operating.  A large  willow  tree,  which 
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stands  on  this  farm,  has  grown  from  a little  riding 
whip,  brought  from  Perrysburg,  nearly  sixty  years 
ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deck  have  a large  circle  of 
friends,  who  hold  them  in  the  highest  esteem  and 
confidence.  Mrs.  Beck  has  no  children  of  her 
own,  but  is  rearing  a little  niece,  Mary  Mackey, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Mackey.  In  politics  Mr. 
Beck  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  Disciples  Church. 

Lewis  C.  Carothers,  a well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  hotel-keeper,  of  Rudolph,  was 
born  in  Portage  township,  Wood  county,  May  23, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
(Garthwaite)  Carothers. 

Francis  Carothers  was  born  in  Pennsylvania* 
and  was  there  married,  October  17,  1815,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Fitzsimmons,  who  was  born  February 
20,  1788.  She  died  in  November,  1839,  and  was 
buried  in  Sargent  cemetery.  His  second  wife 
(the  mothei  of  our  subject)  'was  the  widow  of 
Pascal  Besanson.  She  and  Mr.  Carothers  were 
married  August  5,  1841,  in  Wood  county.  Mr. 
Carothers  died  five  years  later  in  Portage  town- 
ship, and  was  buried  in  Sargent  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Carothers  died  in  1SS1,  and  was  buried  in  Port- 
age township.  She  always  lived  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Portage  township;  in  religious  faith  she 
was  a Presbyterian.  Mr.  Carothers  took  a prom- 
inent part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  county, 
and  was  associate  judge  and  assessor  of  Wood 
county.  In  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  latter  office 
he  was  obliged  to  go  over  the  entire  county.  The 
children  by  his  first  wife  were:  James  H.,  born 

November  18,  1816,  died  in  California  in  1878; 
William  R.,  born  January  1,  1818,  died  in  Port- 
age township  in  1883;  Samuel,  born  November 
16,  1820,  died  in  California  in  1873;  Nancy  J., 
born  P'ebruary  iS,  1823,  died  in  April,  1852,  un- 
married; Eleanor,  born  February  14,  1825,  died 
September  10,  1S49;  David  N.,  born  August  7, 
1827,  followed  the  sea  all  his  life,  traveled  all 
over  the  world,  and  “came  home  to  die”  ; Mary 
Margaret,  born  April  1,  1830,  married  William 
Brokaw,  and  died  October  9,  1882,  in  Galion, 
Ohio.  By  the  second  wife  two  children  were 
born:  Francis,  September  22,  1842,  died  May 

28,  1845;  an<J  Lewis  C. , our  subject. 

Lewis  C.  Carothers  was  reared  on  the  farm 
near  the  village  of  Portage.  In  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  1 1 1 th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  J. 
E.  McGowen.  The  regiment’s  first  engagement 
was  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Mr.  Carothers  par- 
ticipated in  ail  the  battles  of  his  regiment,  being 
with  it  continuously,  with  the  exception  of  two 
weeks,  until  his  discharge  in  June,  1865.  The 


! war  now  over,  he  returned  to  his  home  on  the 
farm.  When  oil  was  discovered  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  left  home  to  work  in  the  oil-field  there.  P'or 
a year  he  worked  at  the  business  until  he  had 
done  all  kinds  of  work  that  was  to  be  done  in  the 
field,  except  the  dressing  of  tools  (at  that  time 
the  driller  was  below  the  tool-dresser  in  rank). 
Returning  to  the  farm,  he  remained  until  Octo- 
ber, 1872,  when  he  went  to  California,  and  em- 
barked in  the  sheep  business.  Pleased  with  the 
prospects  before  him,  he  returned  home  at  the 
\ lapse  of  a year  and  married  a lady  well  known  to 
the  teachers  of  Wood  county,  she  having  taught 
for  five  years  in  the  county.  Miss  Rose  Call 
now  becomes  the  happy  Mrs.  Carothers.  On  the 
20th  day  of  November,  1873,  they  are  married,  and 
1 on  the  same  day  started  for  the  Pacific  Coast  to  be- 
! come  partners  in  the  sheep  business,  as  well  as  all 
affairs  pertaining  to  their  future  life.  During  the 
drouth  of  1874-75  (nineteen  months  without  a 
drop  of  rain),  the  sheep  business  became  a general 
failure,  and  Mr.  Carothers  lost  so  heavily  that  he 
j was  forced  to  give  up  the  business.  In  farming, 
however,  and  other  work,  he  gathered  a little 
means;  but  getting  badly  hurt  by  being  thrown 
from  a horse,  which  accident  unfitted  him  for 
, business  for  the  time,  he  decided  to  return  to  the 
home  farm  once  more,  and  care  for  his  aged 
mother  and  brother,  now  very  anxious  for  his 
| return. 

In  1878  he  again  finds  himself  on  the  old 
homestead.  Two  years  later  his  mother  died, 
and  three  years  later  his  brother  William  fol- 
lowed, leaving  Mr.  Carothers  the  only  representa- 
! tive  of  his  father's  family.  On  his  farm  he  re- 
mained*until  the  spring  of  1S92,  when  he  took  up 
the  management  of  the  Ruth-Miller  farm,  in 
Portage  township,  near  Mermill.  He  farmed 
this  place  for  three  seasons,  then  embarked  in 
the  hotel  business  at  Rudolph. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carothers  have  come  the 
j following  children:  Herbert  L.,  born  in  Tulare 
county,  Cal.,  September  7,  1874,  died  in  same 
place,  February  3,  1876;  Frank  L. , born  in 
Pacheco,  Cal.,  March  20,  1S78,  died  at  Portage 
- (on  farm),  February  23.  1891;  William  G.,  born 
June  12,  1881,  and  Leonard  V.,  born  P'ebruary 
26,  1886.  both  at  home:  and  Jessie  M.,  born 
October  24,  1890,  died  July  23,  iSpg.  Politic- 
ally, Mr.  Carothers  had  always  been  a Democrat 
; until  1SS4,  when  his  great  interest  in  the  tem- 
perance reform  led  him  out  of  the  old  party,  and 
he  declared  himself,  out-and-out,  for  Prohibition. 
His  wife  is  an  ardent  lover  of  the  W.  C.  T.  I'., 
and  has  been  for  years  a faithful  worker  in  the 
I cause  of  temperance.  They  are  members  of  the 
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Christian  Church.  Mr.  Carothers  is  of  a genial 
nature,  and  his  kind-hearted  wife  is  a woman  of 
noble  character.  They  carry  on  their  business 
in  a very  commendable  and  successful  manner, 
and  are  highly  spoken  of  by  ail  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 

Prof.  W.  G.  Elliott,  a prominent  educator 
of  Wood  county,  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Bloomdale,  was  born  in  Loudon  township, 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  November  ",  1S60.  His  family 
is  of  English  origin,  his  great-grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Elliott,  having  come  alone  from  England 
when  a boy.  He  married,  and  reared  a family 
of  six  children:  George,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Susan, 
Winnie  and  Lydia.  Joseph  Elliott,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  near  Fredericksburg,  Md. 
He  married  Eleanor  McKenny,  who  was  born  in 
the  United  States  of  Irish  parentage,  and  had 
nine  children:  David,  Frederick,  Augustus,  Will- 

iam, James,  Ann,  Susan,  Eliza,  and  Melvina,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  adult  age.  He  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer  in  Maryland  until  1S50,  and  then 
moved  to  a fine  farm  near  Little  Washington, 
Rappahannock  Co.,  Va. , where  he  and  his  wife 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age. 

David  Elliott,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
near  Fredericksburg,  January  31,  1824.  He  had 
but  limited  education,  as  the  subscription  schools 
of  the  locality  only  furnished  instruction  in  read- 
ing and  writing,  and,  while  his  parents  were  com- 
fortably situated,  they  could  not  afford  the  cash 
needed  for  schooling  elsewhere.  He  lived  at 
home  until  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  in  1851  started  for  California  in  search 
of  wealth,  but  impelled  chiefly  by  a dislike  for 
slavery.  The  only  employment  open  to  him  was 
the  guarding  of  negro  slaves,  and  these  he  often 
allowed  to  escape.  He  stopped  in  Missouri, 
where  he  spent  about  a year,  but  the  total  sever- 
ance of  old  ties  of  friendship  proved  too  painful. 

A former  neighbor,  Mrs.  Sarah  Updyke,  and  her 
family,  had  settled  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  in 
April,  .1853,  on  an  eighty-acre  tract,  and  this  fact 
ied  to-a  visit,  in  September,  1853,  to  that  locality. 
He  was  married  there,  on  October  4,  1853.  to 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Updyke,  who  was  born  in  Rappa- 
hannock county,  Va.,  October  20,  1826.  She 
was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children:  Rufus,  i 

who  died  in  Fairfleld  county;  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried Christopher  Santemyer,  and  died  in  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of 
George  Worley,  of  Bloom  township;  Lydia  A. 
(Mr.  Elliott's  first  wife);  Jane,  who  died  in  Vir- 
ginia at  eighteen  years  of  age;  Mahala,  now  the 
widow  of  Caleb  Worley,  of  Montgomery  town-  1 


ship;  and  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Elliott).  Mr.  Updyke 
died  in  1840,  and  his  widow  kept  a home  for  the 
family  until  her  children  were  all  settled  in  life, 
when  she  sold  the  farm  and  lived  with  her  chil- 
dren. Her  death  occurred  in  Bloom  township  in 
1894  at  the  age  of  ninett’  years. 

After  his  marriage  David  Elliott  located  upon 
forty  acres  of  land  near  his  wife’s  family.  W'here 
he  remained  until  1866.  His  first  wife  died 
February  13,  1855,  leaving  one  child — Marshal! 
H.,  born  January  15,  1 S 5 5 , now  a farmer  in 
Bloom  township.  Mr.  Elliott  was  married  April 
17,  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Updyke,  a sister  of  the 
former  wife,  born  in  Virginia,  January  18,  1833. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union  : Mary 

A.,  June  26,  1857,  who  is  at  home;  William  G., 
our  subject;  Sarah  E.,  January  29,  1862,  now 
Mrs.  George  W.  Markwood,  of  Perry  township, 
and  David  F.,  April  2,  1864,  a resident  of  Ionia 
county,  Mich.  In  April,  1866,  David  Elliott  sold 
his  farm  and  came  to  Wood  county,  purchasing 
i forty  acres  in  Bloom  township,  to  which  he  add- 
! ed  until  he  owmed  160  acres,  which  he  sold  in 
1887  for  $15,000.  In  September,  1SS7,  he 
moved  to  Perry  township,  and  bought  roo  acres, 
w'here  he  made  his  home.  He  uras  a tall,  robust 
man,  and  until  five  years  before  his  death,  which 
; occurred  September  5,  1891,  he  had  enjoyed  the 
| best  of  health.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
but  sympathized  strongly  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  never  allowed  his  name  to  be  pre- 
sented as  a candidate  for  office.  He  and  his 
wife  w'ere  prominent  members  of  the  U.  B. 
Church  to  which  he  gave  liberally  both  of  money 
and  time,  holding  many  different  offices.  His 
widow  still  lives  at  the  homestead,  passing  her 
declining  years  free  from  care  and  highly  respect- 
ed by  all  who  know  her. 

W.  G.  Elliott  was  a boy  of  five  years  when 
he  first  came  to  this  county,  and  the  district 
schools  of  Bloom  township  gave  him  his  first 
draught  at  the  well  of  knowledge.  Their  facili- 
ties were  very  limited,  however,  and  when  he 
had  finished  the  common  branches,  they  could 
do  no  more  for  him,  and  his  later  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  was  obtained 
by  private  study.  He  attended  Fostoria  Acad- 
emy (Prof.  Jackson,  principal)  for  four  months. 
His  first  teaching  was  in  1880,  in  the  Kimber- 
lin  school,  in  Weston  township,  and  he  lias 
since  become  one  of  the  best  known  instructors  in 
the  county,  holding  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  schools  at  Bairdstown,  Bloomdale  and 
Millbury.  His  information  is  accurate,  and  cov- 
ers a wide  range  of  modern  thought,  and  it  has 
been  won  by  his  almost  unaided  efforts.  He  is 
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peculiarly  fitted  to  understand  and  smooth  away 
the  perplexities  of  other  students.  In  the  fall  of 
1893  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  for 
Perry  township,  which  position  he  held  for  three 
successive  years,  and  is  the  only  official  of  that 
rank  in  Wood  county  who  succeeded  in  holding 
that  position  for  more  than  one  year.  He  is  a 
shrewd  business  man  also,  and,  as  executor  of  his 
father’s  will,  he  displayed  excellent  management. 
From  1890  to  1893,  he  was  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery and  queensware  business  in  Bloomdale,  and 
erected  a fine  business  block  with  two  store 
rooms,  and  this  building  he  still  owns.  In  1893,  ; 
Mr.  Elliott  began  the  study  of  law,  under  the 
tutorship  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  James,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio;  in  April,  1896,  he  entered  the 
law  school  at  Ada,  Ohio,  where  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Senior  class,  from  which  institution  he  ! 
graduated  with  honors,  and  w'as  admitted  to  the 
bar  to  practice  in  the  Ohio  courts,  June  25,  1896. 
He  is  at  the  present  time  completing  the  post- 
graduate course  in  law  from  the  same  institu- 
tion. He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Bloomdaie 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  was  married 
October  12,  1887,  in  Genoa,  Ohio,  to  Flora  A. 
Shaner,  a native  of  Perrysburg,  and  a daughter  ■ 
of  Wesley  Shaner,  of  Genoa,  Ohio.  She  is  a 
lady  of  rare  ability  and  culture,  a member  of  the  j 
M.  E.  Church,  and  was  a teacher  before  her 
marriage.  With  the  exception  of  a few  years  in 
Millbury,  their  home  has  been  in  Bloom  town- 
ship. They  have  had  three  children:  Ruth  L. , 

born  January  4,  1890,  died  June  1,  1892;  How- 
ard W.,  born  October  13,  1892;  and  Marion  E., 
born  February  24,  1895. 

In  politics  Prof.  Elliott  is  a stanch  Republic- 
an, and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  James  G. 
Blaine.  He  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  his  party.  He  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  No.  278,  Bloomdale. 

Abram  IIyter,  a prosperous  agriculturist  and 
sawmill  operator  of  Montgomery  township,  is 
one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  his  locality, 
and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  identi- 
fied with  many  progressive  movements — -social, 
religious  and  charitable. 

He  is  a native  of  Carroll  county,  Md.,  where 
he  began  his  earthly  pilgrimage  June  4,  1829. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Koontz) 
Hyter.  They  came  to  Ohio  when  our  subject 
was  very  young,  and  his  early  years  were  passed 
in  Seneca  county  as  a pioneer  farmer’s  bov  with 
only  the  district  schools,  often  times  two  miles 
distant,  to  supply  his  thirst  for  knowledge.  His 
time  was  mainly  spent  at  home  until  his  mar- 


: riage,  April  26,  1855,  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
! Mary  Stewart,  who  was  born  in  Lycoming  coun- 
j ty,  Penn.,  November  8,  1830,  the  eldest  child  of 
Thomas  D.  and  Fannie  (Riddle)  Stewart.  In 
i 1S3S  they  came  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where 
Mrs.  Stewart  died  in  1843;  and  in  1854,  Mr. 
Stewart  located  in  Perry  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  passed  his  remaining  years.  Mrs. 
Hyter,  for  three  years  before  her  marriage, 
taught  in  the  district  schools,  her  salary  being 
sometimes  as  low  as  $10.00  a month,  and  of 
course,  “ boarded  round.  ” 

Mr.  Hyter  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Perry 
township,  upon  which  little  clearing  had  been 
done,  and  here  they  began  housekeeping.  The 
land  was  very  wet  and  sadly  in  need  of  ditching. 
A year  later  they  returned  to  Seneca  county,  and 
Mr.  Hyter  there  rented  land  of  his  father-in-law, 
for  a time;  but  in  1859  he  purchased  ninety-five 
acres  in  Section  11,  Montgomery  township,  and 
removed  thither,  occupying  a log  cabin  which,  with 
a small  log  stable,  was  the  only  building  on  the 
place.  There  were  but  a few  acres  of  cleared 
land,  and  the  ensuing  years  were  full  of  toil;  but 
he  prospered,  and  now  has  135  acres  of  land,  with 
fine  buildings  and  improvements.  In  the  spring  of 
1S71  he  went  to  Genoa,  Ohio,  and  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1881,  during  his  stay  there 
conducting  a wooden-bowl  factory.  For  several 
years  past  he  has  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business, 
and  his  success  in  acquiring  a competence  dem- 
onstrates his  business  ability. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyter  have  had  six  children  : 
Anna  F.,  who  married  E.  R.  Kirk,  of  Ottawa 
county,  Ohio,  and  has  one  son;  Jennie  A.,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Nellie  C.,  who  married  A.  A. 

J 

Stump,  of  Bradner,  and  has  three  sons;  Charles 
E.,  a resident  of  Bradner,  married  Jennie  Clark, 
and  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter;  Schuyler  C. 
married  Gail  Hamilton,  and  has  one  daughter 
(they  live  in  Bradner),  and  Inez  G.  is  at  home. 
The  parents  are  leading  members  of  the  M.  P. 
Church,  of  Bradner,  in  which  he  now  holds  the 
office  of  trustee.  Mrs.  Hyter  is  a woman  of 
noble  character  and  fine  mentality,  whose  help- 
fulness in  varied  lines  of  work  has  done  much  for 
the  locality.  She  is  a valued  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  and  of  the  Rebekah 
Lodge.  Mr.  Hyter  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
at  Genoa.  He  has  been  a Republican  from  the 
formation  of  the  party,  and  has  taken  an  active 
share  in  the  local  work,  serving  as  township  ttus- 
tee  for  six  terms,  and  for  sometime  as  member  of 
the  Bradner  District  school  board.  He  holds  an 
interest  in  fourteen  oil  wells,  nine  of  which  are 
! on  his  own  land. 
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Jonas  Fry.  The  early  pioneers  of  the  great 
State  of  Ohio  are  becoming  few  in  number.  The 
years  which  have  seen  the  wonderful  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  the  country  where  they  built 
their  log  cabins  in  the  dense  forests,  or  on  the 
wide  stretch  of  uncultivated  prairie,  have  also 
seen  their  hair  become  silvered  and  their  stal- 
wart form  bend  beneath  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 
But  they  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  by 
their  industry  and  toil,  patient  endurance  of  pri- 
vations, and  hardships,  and  unbounded  faith  in 
the  future  of  the  magnificent  country  about  them, 
they  have  made  the  State  what  it  is — one  of  the 
greatest  in  the  Union.  Among  the  early  settlers 
of  Wood  county  is  to  be  found  the  citizen  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch,  and  who  is  entitled 
to  share  in  the  gratitude  of  the  present  genera- 
tion for  the  part  he  has  taken  in  developing  the 
resources  of  this  section.  After  a busy  life  full 
of  useful  activity  Mr.  Fry  is  now  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest  in  a beautiful  house  in  North  Balti- 
more, having  moved  there,  in  1S91,  from  the 
farm  whereon  his  youngest  son  is  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lehigh  county, 
Penn.,  July  10,  1825,  the  youngest  of  the  five 
children  of  Adam  and  Catharine  (Sourwine)  Fry, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German  extrac- 
tion. The  father  of  our  subject  came,  in  1828, 
to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township.  Here  he  lived  until 
the  death  of  his  wife,  who  was  eighty-two  years 
of  age  at  the  time,  after  which  event  he  made  his 
home  with  his  children  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  eighty-four  years  old. 
Jonas  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  attended 
the  district  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  upon 
the  farm  until  his  marriage,  May  24,  1849,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Greenawalt,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 11,  1S29,  in  Schuylkill  county,  Penn. 
Her  father,  Peter  Greenawalt,  and  mother,  Eliz- 
abeth (Kistler),  were  both  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  when  she  was  an  infant.  She  is  the 
youngest  of  six  children,  and  the  only  one  now 
living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  came  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  (1)  Sylvester  A.,  born  March  4, 

1850,  married  Miss  Sarah  Fackler  (who  is  now 
deceased),  and  had  eight  children — Emma  V., 
Allen  T. , Effie  A.  (deceased),  Elizabeth  E.,  Cora 
May  (deceased),  Altie  A.  (deceased),  Vemba  L. 
and  Sarah  Hallie.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  May  26, 
*852,  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Cole,  and  has  had  ten 
children — Cora  A.,  Charles  J..  William  E.  (de- 
ceased), Oscar  H.  (deceased),  Jonas  Lloyd,  Mary 
E.,  Maggie  May,  Nancy  P.,  Florence  M.  and 
John  W.  (3)  j.  W.,  born  January  16,  1855, 
married  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Graham  (now  de- 


ceased), and  has  had  six  children — Bert  Clyde, 
Frank  F.  (deceased),  Minnie  E.  (deceased). 
Lottie  Plazel,  Flora  G.  (deceased),  and  John  H. 

(4)  Mary  Jane,  born  February  8,  1858,  married 
Lewis  Whitacre,  and  has  one  child — Frank  S. 

(5)  Augusta  A.,  born  July  17,  i860,  married 
Henry  Halboth,  and  has  one  child — F'red  A. 

(6)  Charles  A.,  born  February  10,  1862,  married 

Miss  Alice  Haines,  and  has  one  child — Elizabeth 
M.  (7)  Emma  A.,  born  September  6,  1863, 

died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fry  lived  for  some 
years  in  Mahoning  county,  but  came  to  Wood 
county  nearly  forty  years  ago,  locating  in  Bloom 
township,  and  has  made  his  home  here  ever 
since.  His  farm  was  all  woods  when  he  came  to 
it,  and  he  did  all  the  clearing  himself  excepting  a 
little  his  sons  did  after  they  grew  up,  and  he  has 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Bloom  township.  In 
early  life  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  but  later  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  are  consistent  Chris- 
tian people,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  good  works. 
The  family  is  well  known  throughout  the  town- 
ship, and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
community.  In  politics  Mr.  Fry  is  a Democrat, 
and,  while  not  taking  an  active  part  in  political 
matters,  does  his  duty  as  a loyal  citizen  in  uphold- 
ing good  men  for  office. 

Luther  C.  Winchell,  a well-known  bus- 
iness man  residing  at  Risingsun,  is  a financier  of 
high  standing,  and  the  owner  of  extensive  oil 
and  agricultural  holdings.  His  advice  is  often 
sought  in  important  interests,  and  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  gives  the  strongest  evidence  of 
the  unbroken  good  faith  which  he  has  kept  with 
the  public  in  his  dealings. 

Mr.  Winchell’s  ancestry  on  both  sides  was  of 
Yankee  stock,  but  his  father,  Luther  Winchell, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  where  he  was 
bound  out  when  a boy,  his  father  having  died. 
In  early  manhood  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Sackett  s Harbor. 
He  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  a time, 
but,  disagreeing  with  his  boss,  he  left  him,  and 
i corning  to  Ohio  settled  in  Lake  county,  there 
, marrying  Miss  Phoebe  Waterman,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Later  he  spent  five  years  in  Du- 
Page  county,  111.,  and  bought  a large  tract  of 
land,  which  he  sold  at  a handsome  profit.  Re- 
turning to  Ohio,  he  purchased  another  large 
quantity  of  land  at  $10  per  acre  hi  Sandusky 
I county,  and  his  remaining  years  were  passed  there 
and  in  Lake  county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
] ninety-one  years,  his  health  being  good  up  to  the 
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last  and  his  faculties  unimpaired.  His  wife  lived 
to  ninety  years  of  age,  and  they  were  interred 
side  by  side  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county. 
He  left  a fortune  of  $50,000,  at  his  death,  which 
had  been  acquired  through  his  own  industry  and 
judicious  investments.  There  was  always  a 
blacksmith  shop  on  his  farm,  and  for  many  years 
he  did  his  own  work;  but  later  he  bought  and 
sold  paper  and  managed  his  real-estate  interests. 
He  took  great  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party,  in  which  he  was  a prominent 
worker,  being  often  called  upon  to  act  as  chair- 
man of  meetings.  Our  subject  was  one  of  eight 
children:  Sabra,  the  widow  of  Elias  Jewel,  of 

Du  Page  county,  111. ; Stephen,  a resident  of  Ris- 
ingsun;  Luther  C. , our  subject;  Phcebe,  Mrs. 
Henry  Phillips,  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county;  Cynthia,  who  married  john  Rinehart  and 
died  in  Indiana;  Lucy,  who  married  Walter  But- 
ler, and  died  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  Harriet, 
Mrs.  Sylvester  Phillips,  of  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county;  and  David,  a resident  of  the  same 
township. 

Luther  C.  Winchell  was  born  Angust  9,  1836, 
at  the  old  home  in  Lake  county,  and  was  reared 
as  a farmer  boy.  His  health  was  poor,  and  his 
attendance  at  the  district  schools  was  somewhat 
interfered  with,  his  brothers  and  sisters  having 
much  better  advantages  than  he  in  that  respect, 
some  of  them  fitting  themselves  for  teaching. 
The  family  has  a reputation  for  mental  ability, 
and  Mr.  Winchell's  own  efforts  in  later  years 
have  made  good  his  early  lack  of  training.  In 
August,  1862,  he  was  married  in  Montgomery 
township  by  John  Norris,  J.  P.,  to  Miss  Jane 
Baker,  who  was  born  January  20,  1847,  in  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Spangler)  Baker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  descent.  They 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  and  the  mother  at  eighty- 
seven,  and  were  interred  in  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county.  Mrs.  Winchell  was  the  youngest 
of  a family  of  nine  boys  and  two  girls,  and  never 
attended  school  after  she  was  twelve  years  old. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Winchell  rented  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  Sandusky  county,  from 
his  father,  and,  although  he  bought  a tract  of 
fifty-six  acres,  he  remained  at  his  first  home  until 
April,  1869,  when  he  came  to  a farm  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  In  1871  he  moved  to  his 
present  residence  in  Risingsun.  He  carried  on  a 
mercantile  business  there  for  some  vears,  buving 
and  selling  stock,  grain,  produce,  fruit,  and  other 
commodities,  and  dealt  also  in  notes  to  a con- 
siderable extent.  Since  1891  he  has  been  largely 


interested  in  the  oil  business,  and  aside  from  his 
valuable  realty  in  Risingsun,  which  includes  a res- 
idence and  business  property,  he  owns  320  acres 
of  land  elsewhere.  An  active  man  physically 
and  mentally,  his  enterprises  receive  his  personal 
attention,  and  to  this  fact  may  be  due  his  suc- 
cess in  rising  from  limbed  circumstances  to  the 
possession  of  about  $50,000.  He  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  Church  and  charitable  purposes, 
and  his  family  has  always  been  prominent  in  the 
social  life  of  the  village.  Of  three  children,  only 
one  is  now  living.  Phoebe  married  George  H. 
Baker,  and  died  in  Toledo;  Rose  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  William  Wagner,  a Baptist  minister  at  Van- 
Wert,  Ohio;  William  Franklin  died  October  4, 
1892,  in  his  twenty-fourth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winchell  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God, 
and  he  helped  to  build  their  edifice,  and  has  served 
as  elder,  trustee,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. In  principle  Mr.  Winchell  nowsym- 
pathizes  with  the  Democratic  party  in  State  and 
National  questions,  but  his  first  vote  was  cast 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  local  polities  he  votes 
for  the  best  man,  regardless  of  party.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  village  council,  has  served  as 
street  commissioner,  and,  since  the  new  school 
house  was  built,  has  been  director  and  treasurer 
of  the  board  of  education. 

Jacob  J.  Snyder,  to  whom  success  has  come 
as  the  reward  of  well-directed  efforts,  is  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  Wood  county.  His  fa- 
ther, Daniel  Snyder,  was  born  in  Germany,  No- 
vember 11,  1818,  and  when  a young  man  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  He  was 
married  in  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Eppley,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Christina, 
now  the  wife  of  August  Ehnes,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 
In  Medina  county,  Daniel  Snyder  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Eva  B.  Swartz,  who  was  born 
in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  June,  1820,  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Swartz,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Liverpool 
township,  Medina  county,  where  he  died  of 
typhoid  fever  three  years  later.  About  1850, 
Daniel  Snyder  removed  to  Troy  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  now  owns  a desirable  farm  of 
100  acres,  which  he  has  developed  almost  en- 
tirely  from  the  wilderness.  He  has  made  his 
own  way  in  life  entirely  unaided,  and  is  an  indus- 
trious, energetic  man,  of  sterling  worth.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat,  and  religiously  a devout 
Lutheran.  His  wife  died  April  24,  1S92,  and 
lies  buried  at  Luekey,  Ohio.  Their  children  are: 

^ Catherine,  wife  of  Jacob  Metzger,  of  Perrvsburg 
township;  Frederick,  of  Perrvsburg  township; 
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Daniel,  of  Lake  township;  John,  of  Cleveland;  I 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Briggs,  of  Troy  town- 
ship; Jacob  J.,  of  Montgomery  township;  and  ' 
Lucian,  of  Troy  township.  Two  children,  Julia 
and  Mary,  died  in  infancy  in  Medina  county. 

Jacob  J.  Snyder  was  born  in  Troy  township, 
April  8,  1858,  and  acquired  a fair  English  educa-  j 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  fie  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
all  the  labors  connected  with  its  development. 
On  April  23,  1885,  in  Stony  Ridge,  Ohio,  he  was  j 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  Magdalena  Burkin, 
who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  January  18,  | 
1862,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Jo- 
seph) Burkin,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
18 66,  making  the  voyage  in  four  weeks  on  the 
sailing  vessel  “Kimball.”  They  located  first  in 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Webster 
township,  Wood  county,  when  Mrs.  Snyder  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  in  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  August  3,  1895,  and  the  father  is 
still  living  in  Webster  township.  They  had  thir-  1 
teen  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  six  . 
daughters  reached  adult  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snyder  have  two  children— Amelia,  born  March 
9,  1886,  and  Samuel  H.,  born  July  18,  1 8SS.  In 
October,  1884,  Mr.  Snyder  purchased  forty-two 
acres  of  land  in  Section  6,  Montgomery  township, 
and  has  since  made  that  farm  his  home.  It  was  ! 
in  poor  condition,  but  with  characteristic  energy  1 
he  began  its  development  and  improvement,  and 
his  earnest  labors,  perseverance  and  capable  man- 
agement have  converted  it  into  a good  property, 
and  have  brought  to  him  a comfortable  compe- 
tence. He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  office.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
New  Rochester,  and  are  people  whose  many  ex- 
cellencies of  character  have  gained  for  them  the 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  have  been 
brought  in  contact. 

Frank  P.  King  is  the  sole  proprietor  of  an 
extensive  livery  establishment  in  Prairie  Depot, 
and  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  line  in  Wood 
county.  Thorough  and  systematic  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  interests,  he  has  made  his  way  to 
success,  and  he  early  won  recognition  of  his 
ability  in  business. 

Samuel  King,  his  grandfather,  was  born  early 
in  this  century  in  New  York  State,  of  Yankee 
parentage,  and,  when  a young  man,  became  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio.  He 
was  married  there,  in  1828,  to  MissMahala  lines, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children:  W illiam,  our 

subject’s  father;  Sarah,  who  married  Addison 


Lansdale,  and  died  in  Prairie  Depot,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1895;  jasper,  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.; 
Hugh,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary,  Mrs.  Samr.ei 
W’hitmore,  of  Constantine,  Mich. ; Harriet,  Mrs. 
Daniel  Garn,  of  Three  Rivers,  Mich.;  and  Jack- 
son  (deceased),  formerly  a resident  of  Jackson 
township,  Sandusky  county.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  1845,  and  Samuel  King  was  mar- 
ried, the  second  time,  in  Woodville  township, 
Sandusky  county,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Bixler,  n-.'c 
Moore,  the  widow  of  Adam  Bixler.  She  had 
two  children  by  her  first  marriage:  Minerva, 

now  Mrs.  Howard  Carmon,  of  Prairie  Depot, 
and  Carv,  of  Three  Rivers,  Mich.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  second  union:  John  S., 

who  lives  in  San  Jose,  Cal. ; James  P.,  in  Gratiot 
county,  Mich.;  Laura  P.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Charles  C.,  who  is  prominent  in  Isabella  and 
Midland  counties,  Mich.,  has  been  sheriff  of  his 
county,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican 
party;  Edward  PL,  an  artist,  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Ella  R.,  who  married  Charles  Saunders, 
a minister  of  the  Adventist  Church,  at  Battle 
Creek,  Mich,  (she  teaches  in  the  college  of  that 
denomination);  and  Franklin  and  Emma,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Samuel  King  was  a fine  spec- 
imen of  physical  manhood,  over  six  feet  in  height, 
and  weighing  at  one  time  240  pounds.  He  was 
a capable  business  man,  industrious  and  system- 
atic, and  was  a leader  among  the  early  settlers 
in  his  vicinity.  Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  he  loved  the  Union,  and  became 
a strong  Republican.  Starting  in  the  woods  as 
a poor  boy,  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  best  of 
the  inconveniences  of  primitive  life  for  himself, 
and  he  often  used  strips  of  hickory  bark  for 
traces  on  his  harness,  burying  them  while  he 
went  to  dinner  in  order  to  keep  them  moist.  He 
succeeded  in  life,  and  was  worth  $20,000  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1865, 
at  the  age  of  sixty,  after  a lingering  illness  of  two 
years  which  puzzled  the  medical  fraternity  and 
baffled  their  skill.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Clyde,  Ohio.  After  living  at  the 
old  home  three  years,  his  widow  removed  to 
Clyde,  but  in  1895  she  went  to  Battle  Creek  to 
reside  with  her  daughter. 

William  King  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
Sandusky  county,  in  1S29,  and  Was  reared  as  a 
farmer  bov.  He  attended  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  at  times,  but,  being  the  eldest  son. 
he  was  put  in  the  harness  at  an  early  age,  his 
father  finding  a plentiful  supply  of  work  for  him. 
and  he  developed  into  a stout,  robust  young  man. 
of  practical  ideas.  He  adhered  to  the  principles 
of  the  Old-line  Democratic  party.  In  1851  he 
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was  married,  in  Sandusky  county,  to  Miss  Susan 
Lesher,  a native  of  the  same  locality,  who  was 
born  February  27,  1830,  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Fanny  (Cain)  Lesher.  They  settled  upon 
an  estate  near  the  old  home,  the  “ Brindel 
Farm,”  which  Mr.  King  agreed  to  purchase  from 
the  heirs,  but  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  caused 
his  death  in  December,  [854,  after  a brief  illness, 
cutting  short  a career  which  had  promised  to  be 
unusually  successful.  His  remains  were  interred 
at  Clyde,  and  his  widow  returned  to  her  own 
relatives,  who  had  removed  in  the  meantime  to 
Prairie  Depot.  There  she  lived  until  her  marriage 
to  John  M.  Adams,  of  Montgomery  township. 
Of  the  two  sons  born  to  her  first  marriage,  our 
subject  is  the  eldest,  and  the  other,  William,  born 
in  October,  1854,  is  now  a liveryman  in  Pem- 
berville,  Ohio. 

Frank  P.  King  was  born  January  27,  1853. 
He  lived  with  his  grandfather,  Daniel  Lesher,  un- 
til the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  began  to  work 
on  his  own  account  at  such  labor  as  his  vouth 
would  permit.  He  showed  great  aptitude  in  the 
management  of  horses,  and  finally  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  livery  barn  of  an  uncle,  James 
Lesher,  at  Toledo,  receiving  a good  salary.  On 
October  10,  1874,  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Sage, 
daughter  of  Edward  R.  Sage,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Montgomery  township,  and  four  children 
were  born  of  this  union:  Eddie,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  four  years;  Bert  H.,  Charles  and  Carrie  S. 
For  one  year  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  King  re- 
mained at  the  home  of  his  father-in-law,  and 
then  bought  a home  in  Prairie  Depot,  to  which  he 
removed.  For  five  years  he  followed  teaming, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  renting  a farm  near 
Prairie  Depot  belonging  to  E.  R.  Sage.  After  a 
short  residence  there  he  purchased  a one-half  in- 
terest in  a livery  stock  with  J.  O.  Hess,  and  em- 
barked in  the  enterprise  which  he  now  conducts 
with  such  gratifying  results.  Mr.  Hess  sold  his 
interest  three  years  later  to  A.  Lesher,  who,  in 
1890,  sold  out  to  Mr.  King,  leaving  him  the  sole 
owner.  The  business  has  shown  constant  in- 
crease from  the  time  Mr.  King  became  interested 
in  it,  and  in  1895  he  bought  the  propertv,  which 
is  near  the  business  center  of  the  village,  and 
measures  8x  [6  rods.  His  barn  is  large  and  well 
arranged,  and  he  keeps  an  average  of  fourteen 
head  of  horses. 

Mr.  King  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  locality,  and  while  he  is  no  office- 
seeker,  he  has  served  as  constable  of  Montgomery 
township,  supervisor  in  the  corporation  of  Prairie 
Depot,  and  for  two  years  as  a memberof  the  vil- 
lage council.  On  State  and  National  questions 


he  is  an  unwavering  Republican,  but  in  local 
politics  he  at  times  supports  a good  man  of 
another  party.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F,,  and  he  is  a charter  member  of  Petroleum 
1 Lodge  No.  499,  at  Prairie  Depot. 

W.  C.  Harris,  a successful  fruit  raiser  of 
Ross  township,  is  among  the  stalwart  and  sub- 
l stantial  citizens  of  Wood  county  who  are  of  alien 
birth,  but  who  have  by  their  unaided  exertions 
raised  themselves  to  their  present  prosperous 
condition.  He  was  born  in  Bedfordshire,  Eng- 
land, October  31,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Hilson)  Harris,  both  of  whom  died  at 
Stryker,  Ohio. 

The  father  was  born  in  England,  June  15, 
1799,  and  in  his  native  land  accumulated  a fort- 
| une,  which,  later,  he  lost.  In  1850  he  brought 
j his  wife  to  America,  locating  in  Williams  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  at 
$3.50  per  acre,  and  there  continued  to  reside  up 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  April  24,  1891.  In 
his  family  were  fourteen  children,  only  six  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Eliza  is  the 

j widow  of  John  Weston  (a  farmer),  resides  near 
. Bangor,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Mich.,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren— Joseph,  Orilla,  John,  Jacob  C.  and  Min- 
nie; James,  a fisherman  and  boatman  residing  in 
Ross  township,  married  Elizabeth  Harrison,  and 
has  eight  children — Josephine  Lewis,  Marion 
Wedder,  John,  Joseph,  James,  Lydia,  Lucinda 
j and  Oscar;  Richard,  a resident  farmer  of  Stryker, 

I Ohio,  married  Margery  Bailey,  by  whom  he  has 
seven  children — Joseph  FI.,  John  H.,  Phcebe, 
Ellen,  Edward,  Enos,  Rufus  and  Perry;  W.  C., 
of  this  review;  Joseph,  of  Lenawee,  Mich;  and 
David. 

Our  subject  is  almost  entirely  self-educated, 
learning  his  letters  at  the  Sabbath-school  in  Eng- 
land, and  attending  school  only  two  winters  after 
coming  to  the  United  States,  but  he  now  is  a 
well-informed  man.  In  1846  he  crossed  the  At- 
i lantic,  coming  over  on  the  “American  Eagle,'  at 
| that  time  the  largest  vessel  afloat , and  on  that 
trip  carrying  1,200  passengers.  He  took  passage 
at  London,  and  after  a long  voyage  of  forty  days 
landed  safely  at  New  York  City  on  the  11th  of 
i July.  He  accompanied  a friend  of  his  father, 

| being  the  one  chosen  out  of  three  boys,  and  his 
j father  paid  his  brother’s  passage,  while  our  sub- 
ject worked  for  his  after  coming  to  America. 
His  older  brother  also  came  to  the  United  States 
at  the  same  time,  and  they  remained  together 
until  the  following  spring,  going  with  the  friend 
of  their  father  to  northwestern  Ohio,  near  the 
Indiana  line.  In  the  spring,  however,  our  sub- 
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joct  went  to  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  where,  for 
some  years,  he  worked  on  a farm  by  the  month.  | 

In  August,  1856,  in  Branch  county,  Mich., 
Mr.  Harris  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Simmons, 
whose  father  had  formerly  lived  at  Palmyra,  j 
N.  Y.,  and  by  this  union  four  children  were  born: 
(i)  Charles  \V.,  a fruit  grower  of  Perrysburg 
township,  Wood  county,  married  Ann  Wisman, 
by  whom  he  has  three  children — Frank  C.,  Stan- 
ley, and  Bessie  (deceased;.  (2)  George  is  de- 
ceased. (3)  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Gray, 
foreman  of  the  Consolidated  Rolling  Car  Stock 
Co.,  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children — Bessie  Eh  (deceased),  Harold  R., 
Ellis  E.,  Iva  and  Sarah.  (4)  Alfred  A.,  a fruit 
grower  living  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  in  Ross 
township,  married  Bertha  Merving,  and  had  three 
children  — Arthur  B.,  Eva  E.  (deceased),  and 
Carl  E.  The  wife  and  mother  died  at  Toledo,  j 
Ohio,  March  19,  [867. 

On  July  4,  18 68,  Mr.  Harris  was  again  mar-  j 
ried,  his  second  union  being  with  Elizabeth 
Sangston,  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth 
(Debolt)  Sangston,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  parents  of  nine  children — Sarah, 
George  D.,  Isaac  M. , Harriet,  Elizabeth,  Ma- 
linda,  Electa,  Adelma,  and  Naomi  (deceased). 
The  father  died  in  Holland,  Ohio,  and  the 
mother  in  Perrysburg  township,  this  county. 
Mrs.  Harris  was  born  in  Wauseon,  Fulton  Co., 
Ohio,  February  3,  1848,  and  by  her  marriage 
with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  three 
children — Frank  A.,  born  August  8,  1S69,  mar- 
ried Dorothea  Burleigh,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  Mabel  L.,  and  Thomas  M.,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio;  Lottie  ; 
M.,  born  November  16,  1871,  is  a stenographer 
and  typewriter,  employed  at  the  • ‘Jefferson  House”  j 
in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Fred  I.,  born  October  6,  1873, 
married  Mary  Jacobs,  and  is  a fruit  grower  of 
Ross  township 

After  being  variously  employed,  Mr.  Harris 
engaged  in  the  wood  business  for  fourteen  years, 
was  in  the  wholesale  meat  business  for  four  years,  \ 
and  since  that  time  has  engaged  in  fruit  culture, 
having  upon  his  place  1,000  plum  trees;  225  pear; 
>oo  cherry;  2,300  peach;  12  apricot;  and  10  [ 
quince;  also  three  acres  planted  in  grapes;  six  in 
raspberries;  four  in  strawberries;  three-quarters  j 
of  an  acre  in  gooseberries;  and  six  acres  in  aspar- 
agus; also  some  Japanese  prune  and  walnut.  On 
starting  this  business  twenty-six  years  ago,  he 
had  but  three  acres,  but  at  the  present  time  he 
'as  forty-two  acres  under  cultivation,  and  from 
die  products  of  his  farm  derives  a comfortable  j 
competence. 


E'or  five  years  Mr.  Plarris  served  in  the  State 
militia,  belonging  to  Capt.  Daniel  Collins’  com- 
pany, and  to  the  130th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col. 
Phillips.  Although  for  a time  he  was  in  the 
United  States  service,  he  never  took  part  in  any 
active  engagement,  and  was  discharged  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio.  He  is  now  a member  of  Ford  Post 
No.  14,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  belongs  to  Wapa- 
koneta  Lodge  No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  former 
of  East  Toledo  and  the  latter  of  Toledo.  Pie  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  for  a number  of 
years  served  as  school  director  of  his  district. 

John  A.  Kelly  is  classed  among  the  influen- 
tial and  prominent  farmers  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship. His  birth  occurred  January  19,  1861,  in 
Section  32  of  that  township,  and  he  is  the  third 
son  and  fifth  child  in  the  family  of  R.  \V.  and 
Eliza  (Dresser)  Kelly.  Elis  education  was  begun 
in  District  No.  9,  and  he  later  attended  the  West 
Millgrove  schools  for  three  terms.  Being  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  he  has  always  made  that 
vocation  his  life  work. 

In  Perry  township.  Wood  county,  Mr.  Kelly 
was  married  September  27,  1SS2,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Jennie  Rosendale.  who  was 
born  in  that  township  November  22,  1S04.  the 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (L.ocey) 
Rosendale.  When  nine  years  of  age  she  was 
taken  to  Elk  county,  Ivans.,  where  she  remained 
seven  years,  returning  then  to  West  Millgrove, 
Ohio,  and  living  with  C.  R.  Rosendale  until  her 
marriage.  Two  children  have  come  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  — Ralph  L.,born  February  26, 

1 886;  and  Eliza  J.,  born  August  31,  1890.  Mr. 
Kelly  took  his  bride  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 32,  Montgomery  township,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  their  removal  to  his  present 
farm  in  Section  31,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  making  many  substan- 
tial improvements  thereon.  Though  not  an  of- 
fice-seeker, he  takes  considerable  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs  as  a loyal  and  faithful  Republican. 
Elis  wife  holds  membership  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  West  Millgrove.  They  are 
genial,  cultured  people,  and  occupy  a high  social 
position  in  the  community. 

Rev.  Joseph  M.  Crim,  a well-known  retired 
minister  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  now  residing  in 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  May  31,  1834,  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Penn.,  where  his  ancestors, 
“ Pennsylvania  Dutch  ” on  both  sides,  with  the 
exception  of  his  grandmother  Crim,  who  came 
from  England,  had  lived  for  several  generations. 

His  grandfather,  Jacob  Crim,  and  his  father. 
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Jacob  Crirn  (2),  were  both  born  there,  the  latter 
September  30,  1810.  and  there,  too,  our  subject’s 
mother,  Christina  Young,  was  born  in  1811.  His 
father  was  a farmer,  and  a preacher  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  He  came  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  in  1838,  and  died  there  in  January,  1892, 
his  wife  having  departed  this  life  six  years  before. 
They  had  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  eldest;  Elizabeth  lives  in  Richland  county ; 
Henry  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  Sam- 
uel resides  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Richland  county  during  boyhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  was  converted,  and  determined  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  highest  uses.  At  twenty- 
one  he  entered  Berea  College,  and  on  leaving  he 
at  once  began  teaching,  continuing  successfully 
for  nine  years  in  Richland,  Crawford  and  Logan 
counties.  In  1861  be  made  a trip  to  California, 
and  remained  four  years.  In  1867  he  married 
Miss  Rachel  E.  Biddle,  daughter  of  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Biddle,  of  Gabon,  Ohio,  and  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  December  8,  1S44.  They  have  had 
five  children : Albert  Biddle,  who  died  at  two  years 
of  age;  Mary  Louise  Gertrude,  a teacher  in  the 
A Grammar  Grade  in  the  Bowling  Green  schools; 
Cora,  formerly  a teacher  in  Bowling  Green,  now 
a student  at  Otterbein  University,  Westerville, 
Ohio;  and  Reuben  and  Ruth,  who  are  at  home. 

Our  subject  received  his  first  appointment  in 
1872,  was  ordained  in  1875,  and  joined  the  San- 
dusky Conference.  For  sixteen  years  he  carried 
on  his  chosen  calling  in  various  places,  leaving 
behind  him  evidences  of  his  faithful  work,  in 
Churches  built  or  restored,  new  societies  formed, 
and  old  congregations  enlarged  and  awakened  to 
greater  spiritual  life.  His  last  charge  was  in 
Bowling  Green,  and  when  the  time  came  to 
leave,  after  a ten-years’  service,  the  educational 
needs  of  his  growing  family  induced  him  to  re- 
main, and  in  1889  he  retired  from  the  ministry 
and  opened  a grocery  store,  which  he  has  con- 
ducted ever  since.  Politically  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  still  assists  in  the  local  work  of  the 
Church,  especially  during  revivals;  every  Sab- 
bath morning  finds  him  in  his  home  church, 
teaching  a Bible  class  of  men.  Faithful  to  that 
duty  which  lies  nearest,  his  exhortations  to  right 
living  are  more  effective  than  any  mere  glittering 
eloquence  could  be,  the  quiet  but  powerful  force 
of  example  adding  weight  to  precept. 

Herman  W.  Dean  was  born  in  Milton  town- 
ship, March  27,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  James  T. 
Dean,  a native  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Maria  Cran, 


and  sometime  afterward  came  to  Wood  county, 
settling  on  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  Milton 
township.  Later  he  purchased  a 100-acre  farm 
in  Jackson  township,  which  he  at  once  began  to 
clear  and  place  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
the  fall  of  1893  he  sold  that  property  and  went 
to  Indian  Territory,  where  he  leased  a farm,  and 
also  purchased  a tract  of  land.  He  continued  in 
the  West  for  about  a year,  and  then  returned  to 
Wood  county,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in 
Milton  Center.  The  children  of  the  family  are 
James  T. , who  is  now  farming  in  Kansas;  Her- 
man W. ; John,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township; 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  and 
Alta,  at  home. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  Powles 
school  of  Milton  Center.  His  childhood  days  were 
passed  in  a manner  similar  to  most  farmer  boys, 
and  he  remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  began  work  by  the  da}'  as  a 
farm  hand.  Two  years  later,  with  the  money  he 
had  saved,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  in  Jackson  township,  and  at  once 
began  to  clear  and  develop  the  place,  erecting 
thereon  a substantial  residence.  In  the  spring  of 
1875  he  rented  his  farm  and  leased  200  acres  of 
land  in  Jackson  township. 

In  Deshler,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio,  on  May  14, 
1887,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dean 
and  Miss  Lizzie  Lanev,  who  was  boin  in  Adair 
county,  Mo.,  May  10,  1870,  a daughter  of  Charles 
and  Margaret  (White)  Lanev,  natives  of  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio.  They  were  married,  however,  in 
Missouri,  and  since  1874  have  resided  in  Wood 
county.  They  had  nine  children,  namely:  Mrs. 
Alice  Nutter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years; 
Edwin,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Sarah,  wife  of 
George  Whitney,  of  Weston;  Rebecca,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Mrs.  Dean;  Jennie,  wife  of  Lincoln 
Hill,  of  New  York;  Peter,  of  Henry  county; 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  and 
Thomas,  at  home.  Two  children  grace  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Earl,  born 

April  5,  1890;  and  Floyd,  born  December  25, 
1893.  Their  home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality, 
and  their  circle  of  friends  is  extensive.  In  his 
political  affiliations,  Mr.  Dean  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican. 

James  Rogers,  a prominent  citizen  of  Scotch 
Ridge,  Wood  county,  now  holding  the  offices  of 
1 postmaster,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  clerk  of 
I Webster  township,  is  a native  ot  this  county. 

! born  in  Freedom  township,  January  27,  i860. 

He  is  a son  of  one  of  our  honored  pioneers, 

I Amos  Rogers. 
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Our  subject  had  the  training  in  farm  work  j 
which  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  a country  boy,  ; 
but  his  education  was  not  neglected,  and  he  sup- 
plemented his  district-school  studies  by  a course 
in  the  high  school  at  Genoa.  At  an  early  age  he 
started  in  business  as  a decorator  of  interiors, 
having  learned  the  trade  of  painter  and  paper- 
hanger  at  Bowling  Green.  In  1S79  Mr.  Rogers 
married  Miss  Susan  South,  who  was  born  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  23,  1861,  the  daughter 
of  Robert  South,  a well-known  resident  of  Web- 
ster township.  They  have  one  child,  Gertie,  j 
now  attending  school.  In  March,  1892,  Mrs. 
Rogers  died  at  her  home  in  Scotch  Ridge,  and  1 
November  22,  1894,  Mr.  Rogers  was  married  to 
Frankie  Gerding,  a daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Orr,  of  Pemberville,  Ohio. 

A stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a man  of 
great  public  spirit,  Mr.  Rogers  has  been  a favor- 
ite candidate  of  his  party,  and  has  held  a number 
of  official  positions.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master under  Cleveland’s  first  administration,  and 
is  now  serving  a second  time  with  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned,  and  as  township  clerk  aud  justice  j 
of  the  peace  his  efficient  services  meet  with 
hearty  appreciation.  He  has  a comfortable 
home,  and  he  and  his  wife  take  a prominent  part 
in  the  social  life  of  the  village.  He  is  past 
grand  of  the  I.  0.0  F.,  Freedom  Lodge  No. 
723,  of  Pemberville,  and  also,  with  Mrs.  Rogers, 
belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  No.  239. 

C.  D.  Yonker  is  the  proprietor  of  the  only 
drug  store  of  a metropolitan  nature  in  Wood 
county,  dealing  exclusively  in  drugs,  and  articles 
of  a similar  character,  and  having  an  extensive 
trade  both  in  Bowling  Green  and  the  surrounding 
country.  He  was  born  in  Portage  township, 
Wood  county,  August  10,  1855,  and  is  a son  of 
H.  H.  and  Mary  (Gunsaulus)  Yonker. 

Charles  Yonker,  his  grandfather,  was  born,  in 
1 79 5 » >n  Germany,  and  in  1830  came  to  Ohio, 
and  to  Wood  county  in  1850.  In  1S66  he  drilled 
a well  with  a horse  drill  on  the  Johnson  farm, 
near  East  Prairie  Depot,  and  at  the  depth  of  fifty 
feet  struck  oil.  He  died  in  1878. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was'  born  in  New  | 
York  State,  September  20,  1S30,  and  in  1854,  ’! 
after  his  marriage,  which  took  place  at  Wads- 
worth, Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  he  came  to  Wood 
county.  He  first  located  in  Portage  township, 
where  he  purchased  a farm,  which  he  afterward 
sold,  and  in  1867  removed  to  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  entered  the  company  of  Kitchen  & 
Lindsay,  and  they  operated  the  first  planing-mill, 
and  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  in  that  place, 


having  also  a lumber-yard  in  connection  with  these 
establishments.  Later,  disposing  of  his  interests 
in  these  enterprises,  he  and  his  brother,  in  part- 
nership, engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  in 
which  he  remained  until  his  health  failed,  and  lie 
was  compelled  to  retire  from  active  life.  He  still 
resides  in  Bowling  Green,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  place.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
the  father  of  seven  children,  namely:  C.  D. 

Yonker,  our  subject;  John  L.,  killed  by  acci- 
dentally falling  down  an  elevator  shaft  in  a hotel 
at  .Van  Wert,  Ohio;  Sarah  M.,  who  married 
Edgar  Sears,  and  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  M.  E., 
deceased  in  infancy;  L.  L.,  a dentist  in  Bowling 
Green;  Frank  C.,  in  business  in  the  same  city; 
and  Arthur  A.,  clerking  in  our  subject's  store. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Yonker,  whose 
name  was  Charles,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
died  in  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio.  He  was  a con- 
tractor on  the  Maumee  and  Western  Reserve 
pike,  and  discovered  oil  in  Wood  county  many 
years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  at  Bowling  Green,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  when  fourteen  years  old  be- 
came an  apprentice  in  a drug  store  which  stood 
on  the  same  corner  he  now  occupies.  Three 
years  later  he  went  to  Weston,  where  he  took 
charge  of  a store  for  one  year;  then  returned  to 
Bowling  Green,  and  worked  for  another  year  in 
the  same  store  in  which  he  was  first  employed. 
Subsequently  he  read  medicine  for  a time  with 
Dr.  Lincoln.  His  father  then  bought  a drug 
store,  and  the  son  took  the  management  of  it 
from  1875  to  1878,  when  it  was  sold  to  Bolles  N 
Manville.  Mr.  Yonker  then  went  into  the  res- 
taurant business,  which  he  carried  on  some  six 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  investing  in  a 
patent-right,  front  which  he  made  enough  money 
to  start  in  business  for  himself.  In  1889  he  es- 
tablished his  present  store,  with  the  object  of 
carrying  on  a business  in  drugs  exclusively,  which 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  who  thought  it  an  unfavorable  field  for 
a high-grade  drug  store.  He  has.  however, 
proved  the  fallacy  of  their  judgment,  as  he  now 
owns  the  finest  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
northern  Ohio,  outside  the  large  cities.  His  is 
the  only  drug  store  kept  open  on  Sunday  in  the 
city,  and  is  the  first  to  open  and  the  last  to  close 
every  day  in  the  week. 

Mr.  Yonker  was  married  October  4.  1876,  to 
Miss  R.  L.  Leonard,  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  December  17,  1853.  Two  chil- 
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dren  have  blessed  this  union:  Pear!  N.  and  Earl 
E.  Mr.  Y onker  and  family  are  owners  of  a beau-  j 
tiful  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
city,  and  is  the  scene  of  many  delightful  social 
events.  Mr.  Yonker  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent workers  among  the  Knights  of  Pythias  in 
Bowling  Green,  of  which  society  he  is  a charter  j 
member,  and  was  the  first  master-at-arms.  He 
has  been  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  ! 
district  deputy  grand  chancellor,  and  is  now  ! 
master  of  finance;  is  also  captain  of  the  Uniform  : 
Rank,  K.  of  P.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Bowling  Green  Improvement  Co., 
also  one  of  the  executive  committee. 

Henry  O.  Nearing,  a progressive  farmer  of 
Washington  township,  was  born  December  14, 
1827,  at  Waterville,  Wood  (now  Lucas)  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  Guy  and  Betsy  (Fletcher) 
Nearing.  (The  family  name  was  originally 
spelled  Van  Nearing). 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, whence  he  came  to  the  United  States 
when  young,  locating  in  Onondaga  county,  N. 

Y. , where  he  married  and  had  three  children: 
Horatio,  deceased;  Neptune,  father  of  G.  C. 
Nearing,  of  Wood  county;  and  Zepitnah,  who 
died  in  New  York.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Nearing  wedded  Betsy  (Read)  Fletcher,  and  to 
them  five  children  were  born:  (1)  Emulus,  who 

died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
with  his  family.  (2)  Minerva,  wife  of  Judge 
Ew'ing,  of  Miltonville,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children:  Theodore,  deceased;  Mary,  widow  of 
William  L.  Decker,  who  now  makes  her  home  in 
Haskins;  and  Lucien  B.,  who  died  in  that  place. 
(3)  Eunice  and  (4)  Freeman,  both  deceased  in  in- 
fancy. (5)  Henry  O.,  our  subject.  The  father 
first  came  to  Ohio  in  1817,  a year  later  returning 
to  New  York,  and  bringing  his  family  to  this 
State.  He  located  at  Waterville,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  contracting,  and  in  1S33  built  a saw- 
mill at  Otsego,  which  he  operated  for  a year  or 
more.  He  also,  in  1835,  erected  a sawmill  for 
Fowler  and  C.  W.  Beard,  on  what  is  known  as 
the  John  Creps  farm  in  Middleton  township. 
Prior  to  building  the  Otsego  mill  he  purchased 
and  lived  on  a farm  of  over  200  acres  opposite 
Waterville.  He  there  made  his  home  some 
twelve  years,  during  which  time  he  greatly  im- 
proved his  land,  and  then  removed  to  Miltonville, 
where  he  built  a large  hotel,  which  he  conducted 
up  to  his  death  in  1840.  His  wife  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  in  January,  1837.  He  was 
an  Old-line  Whig  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Baptist.  Church.  While  1 


engaged  in  contracting  the  father  built  the  first 
jail  in  Perrysburg.  For  a number  of  years  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  during  which  time 
he  married  many  of  the  pioneer  couples,  and  the 
decisions  he  rendered  in  the  cases  he  tried  were 
usually  sustained. 

The  early  educational  privileges  of  Henry  O. 
Nearing  were  somewhat  meagre,  being  limited  to 
three  months  attendance  at  the  district  schools 
during  the  winter  months,  the  remainder  of  the 
year  being  passed  at  farm  labor.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  however,  he  worked  for  one 
month  at  steamboating  on  Lake  Erie.  On  Janu- 
I ary  it  1852,  he  wedded  Matilda  Whitney,  daugh- 
j ter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Carr)  Whitney,  the 
former  a native  of  Vermont,  of  English  descent, 

1 the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage;  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y. , and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children,  as  follows:  Lucy,  who 

married  John  Bamber,  and  had  three  children, 
Archibald,  Mary  and  Thaddeus.  Samuel,  Nancy 
and  Maria  all  three  deceased.  Matilda,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  born  April  7,  1832,  in  Alle- 
gany county,  N.  Y.  Charles,  an  expert  ma- 
chinist, who  conducts  a patent  office  in  Chicago, 
making  his  home  in  Winnetka,  not  far  from  that 
city.  Caroline  (widow  of  Oscar  Snyder),  resid- 
ing in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton. John,  who  was  a member  of  a Minnesota 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  held 
prisoner  for  ten  months  at  Helena-,  Ark.,  during 
that  struggle;  he  has  since  died  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Nearing  worked  a 
short  time  at  the  cooper  trade,  but  in  April, 
1852,  he  started  for  California,  a trip  of  2.100 
miles,  which  was  made  with  an  ox-team,  and  oc- 
cupied seven  months.  There  he  remained  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  employed  as  a 
hostler  and  miner,  meeting  with  good  success. 
In  connection  with  David  Bamber,  John  Buttles 
and  Milton  Beard,  he  also  owned  a toll  road, 
known  as  the  Bamber  & Nearing  toll  road,  near 
Deer  Creek,  Cal.  On  his  return  to  Ohio,  he 
came  by  way  of  the  Nicaragua  route  to  New 
York  City.  For  three  years  he  then  had  charge 
of  his  father-in-law’s  place,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  on  June  17,  1S58,  he  removed  to  Minne- 
sota, returning  to  Wood  county  in  the  following 
March.  P'or  four  years  he  made  his  home  in 
Miltonville,  and  in  1881  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Fulton  county,  where  he  resided  five  years.  In 
December,  1887,  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
to  the  cultivation  of  which  ho  has  since  devoted 
his  time  and  attention.  He  and  his  worthy  wife 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  reared 
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five  whom  they  have  adopted.  As  a souvenir  of 
his  California  mining  experiences,  Mr.  Nearing 
has  a scarf  pin  made  of  a nugget  of  gold  dug  by 
him  during  his  last  days  in  the  “diggings,”  and 
which  is  set  in  its  natural  state,  and  is  valued  at 
twenty  dollars. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Nearing  enlisted  at 
Tontogany  in  Company  B,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  Black  and  Col.  Miller,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Columbus.  After  faithful  service  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Columbus, 
September  1,  1864.  Politically,  he  supports  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  been  supervisor  of  Mid- 
dleton township,  and  school  director  of  District 
No.  1,  Washington  township.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to 
Rouche-de-Boeuf  Lodge  No.  530,  and  also  to 
the  Encampment,  No.  267,  both  of  Haskins, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  Rebekah 

Lodge  No.  365;  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  he  has  been 

past  and  noble  grand  and  also  vice-grand.  He 
also  holds  membership  with  Walter  A.  Wood 
Post,  G.  A.  R. , of  Tontogany.  In  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  he  has  been  true  and  faithful,  and 

no  man  is  more  deserving  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held  than  Henry  O.  Nearing. 

Henry  Rolfes.  This  gentleman  worthily 
illustrates  the  commonly  accepted  view  of  the 
character  of  the  enterprising  citizen,  who  made 
his  way  into  northwestern  Ohio  at  a time  when 
strong  hands  and  stout  hearts  were  needed,  and 
putting  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  gave  a decided 
impetus  to  the  car  of  progress,  and  assisted  in 
the  development  of  Wood  county.  As  early  as 
1836  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Troy  township, 
where  his  father  purchased  land  in  Section  25. 
In  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Mr.  Rolfes  was 
born.  May  28,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick 
and  Julia  (Hunefelt)  Rolfes,  natives  of  the  same 
province.  At  Bremen  the  family  embarked  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  which,  after  a voyage  of  seven 
weeks,  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  and  from  there  they  proceeded  by  water 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  They  arrived  in  this  country 
in  the  fall  of  1836,  where  the  father  purchased 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Troy  township,  on  which 
no  improvements  had  been  made,  and  no  road 
led  to  the  place.  He  became  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  community,  and  served  as  trustee  of  his 
township.  He  died  of  cholera,  September  1 , 1 S52, 
which  disease  terminated  the  life  of  the  mother 
on  the  7th  of  the  same  month.  Our  subject  was 
the  eldest  in  their  family  of  children,  others  being 
as  follows:  William,  who  died  of  cholera  on 

the  5th  of  September,  1852;  Herman,  who  died 


while  young;  Mary,  also  deceased;  Mrs.  Eliza 
Meyers,  of  Woodville,  Ohio;  and  Lewis,  who  re- 
sides in  Troy  township. 

Our  subject  was  about  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  in  the  prim- 
itive schools  of  Troy  township  he  received  his  ed- 
ucation, but  most  of  his  time  was  employed  in 
work  upon  the  home  farm.  After  leaving  the 
parental  roof  he  worked  on  a farm  near  Perrys- 
burg,  Ohio,  and  for  three  seasons  sailed  on  the 
lakes.  On  August  11,  1853,  in  Troy  township, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rolfes  and 
Miss  Julia  Hilker,  a native  of  Germany,  and  a 
daughter  of  Gerhard  and  Engel  (Simpson)  Hil- 
ker, also  born  in  the  Fatherland.  About  1840 
her  parents  located  in  Troy  township,  where  the 
father's  death  occurred  in  1851,  and  his  wife  died 
at  the  home  cf  our  subject  in  1871.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rolfes  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Marie,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Sophia, 
also  deceased;  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  William  Meyers, 
of  Luckey,  Ohio;  Lewis  H.,  who  makes  his  home 
in  the  same  place;  Louisa,  deceased;  Julia  A., 
who  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Minnie,  of  Luckey. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Rolfes  located  upon 
the  old  homestead,  in  Section  25,  Troy  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  120  acres  of  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive land.  Upon  his  place  are  nine  oil  wells, 
which  also  add  materially  to  his  income.  In 
1879  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  a most  estimable  lady.  At  the  time  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  few  settlements  had  been 
made,  the  work  of  cultivation  had  scarcely  be- 
gun, and  he  has  watched  with  interest  the  great 
changes  that  have  taken  place,  in  the  work  of 
development  and  progress,  always  taking  his 
share.  Their  nearest  market  at  that  time  was 
Perrysburg,  whence  he  would  carry  his  purchases 
home  on  his  back;  but  he  bravely  and  cheerfully 
endured  the  trials  and  hardships  incident  to  a life 
in  the  forests  far  from  the  haunts  of  men. 

Floyd  D.  Huffman,  the  popular  young  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Triumph. 
was  born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  July 
8,  1873,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Emma  (Mins) 
Huffman,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  now 
residing  near  Grand  Rapids. 

Here  our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  attending  the  common  =choo!s.  and  at  the 
early  age  of  fourteen  years  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade,  at  which  he  has  since  worked, 
with  the  exception  of  one  winter,  when  he  at- 
tended school.  He  experienced  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes incident  to  the  life  of  a printer's  “devil," 
and  soon  became  an  expert  type-setter,  as  well 
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as  becoming  versed  in  the  all-round  duties  of  a 
newspaper  office.  Being  possessed  of  an  ener- 
getic spirit,  good  executive  ability,  and  an  excel- 
lent judgment,  he  determined  to  establish  himself 
permanently  in  some  literary  work,  and  accord- 
ingly in  December,  1890,  purchased  his  present 
paper,  of  which  he  is  sole  proprietor.  The  Grand 
Rapids  Triumph  is  a five-column  quarto  sheet, 
independent  in  politics,  and  does  a large  amount 
of  advertising,  while,  as  a literary  production,  it 
is  numbered  among  the  foremost  papers  of  the 
county. 


Frank,  Grace  and  Ralph.  (4)  William  Arthur, 
a sketch  of  whom  follows.  (5)  Dwight  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen.  (6)  Ada  married  Leroy 
Weliver,  of  East  Toledo,  and  has  three  children 
— Delia,  Clarence  and  Ada.  (7).  Frederick  died 
aged  ten  years.  About  two  years  ago  Mr.  Man- 
dell  came  to  Perrysburg,  with  his  daughter.  Phila 
E.,  to  spend  his  declining  years,  free  from  busi- 
ness cares.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for 
Van  Buren;  he  is  now  a Republican,  and  his  last 
vote  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  was  for  McKinley. 


Henry  Mandell,  a prominent  pioneer  agri- 
culturist of  Wood  county,  now  residing  in  Perrys- 
burg, was  born  in  Hardwick,  Worcester  Co.,  I 
Mass.,  January  12,  1814.  His  family  has  filled 
an  honorable  place  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Paul  Mandeb,  the  great-grandfather,  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Massachusetts.  He  had 
a son,  Moses,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army  with  the  rank 
of  major.  Martin  Mandell,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a farmer  in  Massachusetts,  a man  of  great 
intelligence  and  independence  of  thought,  and 
one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  Unitarian 
faith.  He  married  Miss  Fannie  Marsh,  and 
reared  a family  of  four  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  died  , 
at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven  years,  and  his  wife  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one. 

Henry  Mandell  remained  at  the  old  homestead  ; 
until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  came  ! 
west  to  seek  his  fortune.  In  1838  he  located  in 
Perrysburg,  where  for  three  years  he  traded  with 
the  Indiana  and  settlers  in  groceries,  boots  and 
shoes,  and  other  commodities.  He  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Frederica  Kreps,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  was  about  one  month  older  than 
himself.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Man- 
dell moved  to  Otsego,  where  for  two  years  he 
held  the  position  of  postmaster  under  appoint-  ! 
ment  from  President  Tyler.  He  then  moved  to 
a tract  of  land  in  Perrysburg  township  belonging  j 
to  his  wife,  and  cleared  it,  in  time  transforming 
it  into  a fine  property.  He  still  owns  100  acres 
there,  which  has  risen  in  value  from  nothing  to 
$60  or  $70  an  acre.  Mrs.  Mandell  died  in  1874, 
after  thirty-two  years  of  happy,  helpful  compan- 
ionship. Seven  children  were  bornof  this  union: 
(1)  Henry  E.,  who  lives  at  the  old  farm,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  seven  children — Fred,  Mary,  Alice, 
Dwight,  Kittie,  Ernest,  and  Ruth.  (2)  Phila  E. 
lives  with  her  father.  (3)  Catherine  married 
Charles  Drayton,  of  Perrysburg  township,  and 
has  six  children — Frederica,  Jennie,  William, 


George  Klopfenstein,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Center  township,  and  one  of  the  leading  fruit 
growers  of  northwestern  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Wood  county,  March  20,  1847,  and  is  a son  of 
Peter  and  Henrietta  (Moore)  Klopfenstein.  He 
has  taken  a commendable  interest  in  the  moral, 
educational,  and  material  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  has  made  an  untarnished  record  and 
unspotted  reputation  as  a business  man.  In  all 
places,  and  under  all  circumstances,  he  is  loyal  to 
truth,  honor  and  right,  justly  valuing  his  own 
self-respect  as  infinitely  more  preferable  than 
wealth,  fame  and  position. 

Mr.  Klopfenstein  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  union,  which  was  celebrated  August  5,  1874, 
being  with  Miss  Prudence  D.  Craw,  who  was 
born  October  4,  1855.  One  child  came  to  them 
— Walter,  born  April  26,  1875,  who  is  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Bowling  Green  High  School;  he  is  now 
in  his  second  year  of  a four-years’  course  in  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  College,  and  is  studying 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas,  of  Bowling  Green. 
On  August  15,  1SS3,  Mr.  Klopfenstein  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Drake,  who 
was  born  July  5,  1852,  and  the  following  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union:  The  first,  born  July 

13,  1884,  died  in  infancy;  Ira  Lee,  born  August 

16,  1885,  died  August  3,  1SS7;  Mabel  Henrietta, 
born  May  14,  1888;  Floyd,  born  January  25, 
1890;  George  M.,  born  December  23,  1892;  and 
the  youngest,  born  January  17,  1895,  died  in 
infancy. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  is  descended 
from  Peter  Klopfenstein,  who  was  born  in  France 
in  1742,  and  was  there  married  in  1768.  In  his 
family  of  nine  children  Christian  Klopfenstein 
was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth,  being  born  June 

17,  1788.  In  October,  1S10,  the  latter  married 
Catherine  Stooky,  who  was  born  in  France  May 
15,  1788,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  namely:  Peter,  born  November  3,  1811, 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Barbara,  born  in 
November,  1812,  married  A.  R.  Mead,  by  whom 


. 


■ -• 

. 

' 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


she  had  nine  children;  her  death  occurred  in 
Summit  county.  Catherine,  born  in  1S14,  died 
in  1851.  Mary,  born  January  1,  1817,  was  mar- 
ried January  6,  1S42,  to  Jacob  Grauber,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  ten  children.  Ann,  born 
February  16,  1819,  was  married  in  1839  to 

Christian  Roth,  by  whom  she  had  eleven  children; 
she  died  in  1S63.  Christian,  born  in  1821,  died 
in  1823.  Joseph,  born  January  13,  1823,  was 
married  May  4,  1848,  to  Mary  Ann  Hevehill,  and 
became  the  father  of  thirteen  children.  All  of 
the  above  named  children  were  natives  of  France. 
Benjamin,  born  in  1827,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
married  Catherine  Stooky,  in  1850,  and  they  had 
fourteen  children.  Fanny,  born  September  19, 
1829,  in  Wayne  county,  married  Jacob  Roth,  and 
became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children;  she 
died  February  28,  1874.  Eliza,  born  in  1830, 
in  Utica,  N.  Y. , died  there  the  same  year.  The 
father  of  this  family  departed  this  life  in  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  in  March,  1871,  and  the  mother 
in  1836. 

Peter  Klopfenstein,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  married  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  September 
19,  1837,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Moore,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1819,  in  Mogadore,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  came  to  this  county  in  1833,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years.  To  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Lee  M. , born  September  30,  1838, 

who  was  married  May  13,  1S60,  to  Julia  Ann 
Elliott,  and  has  had  five  children;  Joseph,  born 
February  23,  1842,  who  married  Sarah  Hill,  and 
has  five  children  (he  was  a soldier  in  Company  A, 
,100th  O.  V.  I.,  in  which  regiment  he  served  three 
years;  he  is  now  a farmer,  living  in  Rollersville, 
Sandusky  county);  George,  subject  of  this  re- 
view; Amelia  E.,  born  October  30,  1S49,  wife  of 
George  W.  Houskeeper,  of  Center  township; 
James  E.,  born  February  14,  1852,  who  is  a 
dentist  in  Longmont,  Boulder  Co.,  Colo.;  Mary 
Ann,  born  August  26,  1 S 5 S , who  died  September 
15,  1872,  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  and  Chloe  M., 
born  March  26,  1861,  died  September  iS,  1872. 
The  mother’s  death  occurred  September  16, 
[870. 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  descended 
from  Samuel  Moore,  who  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, where  his  father,  who  was  from  the 
British  Isles,  had  located  at  an  early  day.  Na- 
than Moore,  the  son  of  Samuel,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Julia  Ann  Lee,  a daughter  of  John 
Lee,  who,  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  New 
England,  sought  refuge  there  from  the  rulers  of 
his  native  land  — Ireland.  Mrs.  Moore  was  also 
a native  of  Connecticut,  and  with  her  husband 
removed  to  Summit  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
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! both  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  In  their 
j family  were  the  following  children:  Chloe,  born 

in  Vermont,  in  17SS,  became  the  wife  of  a Mr. 
Cook;  Laura,  born  in  the  same  State,  in  1792, 
married  Thomas  Hall;  Lee,  born  in  Vermont, 
March  13,  1793,  was  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject;  Lucy,  born  in  1795,  married  a 
Mr.  Van  Gorder;  Betsy,  born  in  1797,  married  a 
Mr.  Briggs;  Julia,  born  in  1S00,  married  a Mr. 
Ripson;  and  Nathan,  born  in  1807,  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years. 

Lee  M6ore  was  married  November  27,  1817, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Phcebe  M.  Brad- 
ley, who  was  born  March  13,  1798,  and  was  the 
third  child  of  Ariel  and  Chloe  (Lane)  Bradley, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born  at 
Salisbury,  December  30,  176S,  and  the  latter  at 
Killingworth,  October  22,  1770.  Her  grand- 
father, James  Bradley,  died  in  Summit  county, 

| Ohio,  at  the  age  of  ninety  }_ears.  The  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  included  eleven  children, 
namely:  Henrietta,  born  January  5,  1S19,  was 

the  mother  of  our  subject;  Phoebe  M.  was  born 
February  10,  1821;  Nathan,  born  January  13, 
1823,  is  now  a resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Ariel 
B.,  born  June  6.  1826,  died  May  19,  1827;  Al- 
bert, born  April  24,  182S,  died  June  30,  1885; 
Julia  Ann  was  born  July  15,  1S30;  Olive  was 
born  October  23,  1832;  Milton,  born  February 
1 25.  1835,  was  drowned  in  a well  in  March,  1838; 
Chloe  was  born  July  25,  1837;  James  was  born 
December  9,  1839;  and  Charles  was  born  in 
1843.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed 
this  life  February  23,  1872,  and  the  father's  death 
occurred  in  1874. 

Daniel  Zimmerman,  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Center 
township,  then  a part  of  Webster  township, 
Wood  county,  was  born  there  on  May  12,  1835. 
His  father,  William  Zimmerman,  was  a native  of 
j Virginia,  born  in  179S,  and  came  to  this  county 
in  1835,  locating  on  the  farm  where  our  subject’s 
birth  occurred.  He  took  up  160  acres  of  wild 
land,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  cul- 
tivate. His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Isa- 
bella Householder,  and  to  them  were  born  four- 
teen children,  named  as  follows:  John  and  Mon- 
roe, who  are  both  deceased;  Eliza,  deceased 
wife  of  Joseph  Burdo;  Lewis,  who  has  also  passed 
away;  Daniel,  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  George  W.  Garner;  George,  who  died 
from  the  effects  of  his  service  in  the  Civil  war; 
Milton,  infirmary  director  of  Wood  county . Isaac, 
a farmer  of  Portage  township;  William  and  Isa- 
| bella,  twins,  the  latter  the  wife  of  William  Wed- 
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dell,  deceased;  James,  an  agriculturist  of  Center 
township;  Lewis  E.,  deceased;  and  Harvey,  a 
farmer  of  Michigan.  The  father's  death  occurred 
in  1SS4,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1889. 

The  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been  passed 
in  his  native  township,  being  reared  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  he  resolved  to  aid 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  in  1861,  ! 
enlisted  at  Pemberville,  Wood  county,  in  Com-  I 
pany  K,  21st  O.  V.  I.  On  December  31,  1863,  j 
he  veteranized,  and  was  given  a furlough.  For 
two  weeks,  in  1861,  he  was  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  but  during  the  remain-  ! 
der  of  his  service  was  always  found  at  his  post  of 
duty,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chatta- 
nooga, East  Kentucky,  Ivy  Mountain,  LaVergne, 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and  the  capture  of  Jones- 
boro. He  was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea,  and  on  the  close  of  his  enlist - 
; ment  received  an  honorable  discharge,  August  25, 

1865. 

At  the  termination  of  his  army  experience, 
Mr.  Zimmerman  returned  to  Center  township, 
where  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land,  which, 
after  cultivating  some  seven  years,  he  sold  and 
bought  1 10  acres,  which  comprises  his  present 
fine  farm.  It  was  then,  however,  in  its  primitive 
condition,  mostly  under  water,  not  a tree  having 
been  cut,  ora  ditch  made,  and  no  roads  yet  been 
laid  out  to  the  place.  After  much  hard  labor  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  the  land,  which  he  drained, 
and  on  which  he  planted  an  orchard,  and  erected 
a fine  dwelling  house,  barns  and  other  outbuild- 
v ings.  It  is  novv  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the 

county,  supplied  with  all  modern  improvements, 
and  the  well-cultivated  fields  indicate  to  the 
passerby  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

On  May  24,  1 866,  Mr.  Zimmerman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Fox,  a 
pioneer  teacher,  who  taught  twenty-one  terms  in 
Wood  county,  and  who  was  born  in  Livonia, 
N.  Y. , March  14,  1837,  and  is  a daughter  of 
John  F ox,  a farmer  of  that  locality.  Six  chil- 
dren grace  this  union:  William  A.,  a carpenter, 

who  was  born  August  12,  [867;  Lucy  M.,  a 

school  teacher,  born  May  27,  1 869;  Jessie  M. , wife 
of  Charles  Barr  (a  farmer,  but  now  a real-estate 
agent),  born  July  13,  1871  ; Auer,  a carpenter  of 
North  Dakota,  born  March  8,  1873;  Cover,  a 
farmer  residing  at  home,  born  January  5,  1875; 
and  John  W. , born  July  6,  1878. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  has  watched  with  lively  in- 
terest the  growth  and  development  of  the  county, 

( 


I and  has  contributed  largely  to  its  reputation  as 
| one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  districts  in  this 
I great  commonwealth.  He  and  his  estimable 
! wife  endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
i incident  to  a life  in  a new  settlement,  and  well 
deserve  the  reward  which  is  now  beginning  to 
crown  their  labors.  Politically  he  identifies  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party,  whose  principles 
he  stanchly  advocates,  and  has  served  as  school 
director  for  six  years.  He  belongs  to  [.  Wiley 
Post  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  and  his  family  ad- 
here to  the  faith  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

H.-E.  Noble,  M.  D.,  a prominent  physician 
and  surgeon,  was  born  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y. , 
August  27,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Derwin  and 
Betsey  M.  (McClure)  Noble,  also  natives  of 
Broome  county.  In  i860  the  parents  removed 
to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming  for  six  years,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Lucas  county,  this  State,  but  now  makes  his 
home  in  Stony  Ridge,  where  his  wife  died  in 
1893.  To  them  were  born  five  children:  Emma 
Jane,  wife  of  Darius  Carpenter,  of  Stony  Ridge; 
H.  E.,  our  subject;  Clarence,  a traveling  sales- 
man, of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Frank,  a sawyer,  of  Per- 
rysburg,  Ohio;  and  Clark  D.,  also  of  that  place. 
They  also  reared  an  adopted  daughter,  Nellie 
Hubbell,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Reifert,  of  Stony 
Ridge. 

At  the  age  of  five  years  H.  E.  Noble  was 
i taken  to  Huron  county,  and  was  eleven  years  old 
when  the  family  removed  to  ucas  county,  in 
both  of  which  counties  he  recei  a portion  of 
his  literary  education,  which  mpleted  at 

Delta  High  School,  at  the  age  ( 1 teen  years, 
after  which  he  began  the  study  of  m licine.  In 
1877  he  entered  the  Detroit  MedicM  College, 
completing  his  course  in  1879;  - then  located  at 

Swanton,  Fulton  county,  where  ' practiced  un- 
til 1883,  when  he  again  took  uo  his  studies,  this 
time  in  Toledo  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1884.  He  then  estab- 
lished himself  at  Stony  Ridge  Wood  county, 
where  he  built  up  a large  and  h crative  practice, 
making  a specialty  of  surgery  a id  the  diseases  of 
women,  having  attended  extra  Lctures  on  these 
subjects  in  New  York  City,  whe  2 he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  New  York  Institute  in  1S91.  In 
1896  he  removed  to  Toledo,  wh  re  he  has  taken 
up  the  practice  of  his  profession,  devoting  his 
attention  to  surgery  and  the  diseases  of  women. 

The  Doctor  holds  membership  in  the  North- 
western Ohio  Medical  Associatio  ' and  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  Society,  has  served  as  health  of- 
1 ficer  in  Troy  township,  Wood  co  intv,  two  years. 
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and  has  been  physician  for  the  poor  in  Lake 
township  for  ten  years  past.  He  is  medical  ex- 
aminer for  the  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Co., 
of  New  York,  and  also  the  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  Perrysburg  Lodge  No. 
527,  K.  of  P.,  and  with  the  K.  of  H.,  in  which 
latter  he  has  twice  served  as  dictator.  He  is  a 
contributor  to  the  “American  Medical  Compend,” 
of  Toledo;  also  of  the  “Columbus  Medical  Jour- 
nal,” and  “International  Journal  of  Surgery.” 
He  has  read  papers  on  gynecology  before  the 
Medical  Association.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  one  of  its 
strongest  supporters  in  his  vicinity,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the 
community.  He  is  an  extremely  busy  and  suc- 
cessful practitioner,  but  finds  time  to  aid  in  all 
worthy  enterprises  which  will  advance  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow  man. 

At  Swanton,  Ohio,  Dr.  Noble  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Hunlock,  who  died 
in  Stony  Ridge  in  1884.  Five  years  later  he 
there  wedded  Miss  Celina  Bonda,  who  was  born 
December  20,  1873,  in  Michigan.  Her  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Lena- 
wee county,  Mich.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
were  born  three  children:  Elizabeth  A.,  born 

May  25,  1890,  and  died  at  the  age  of  five 

months;  Mabel,  born  July  50,  1894;  and  Jessie, 
born  September  16,  1895. 

N.  A.  McAllister  is  a leading  and  success- 
ful business  man  of  Walbridge,  Ohio,  where  he 
conducts  a first-class  general  store,  and  carries  a 
well-selected  stock  in  order  to  meet  the  demands 
of  his  customers.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
April  13,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Neil  and  Catherine 
McAllister,  natives  of  Scotland,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  The  father  was  born  in 
Greenock  in  1809,  and,  in  1849,  brought  his  wife 
to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  F rom  there  he  removed  to  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  and  later  became  a resident  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  engaged  in  fanning.  He  also  sailed 
nn  the  lakes  for  some  time,  fitting  out  vessels  at 
Milan,  Ohio,  and  he  was  engaged  in  furnishing 
vessels  after  quitting  the  life  of  a sailor.  He 
died  at  Walbridge  on  the  15th  of  March,  1889, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1812.  had  died  in 
1883.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  children 
who  grew  to  adult  age,  namely  : Daniel  H.  and 

Angus,  who  are  both  now  deceased;  Mary  W., 
wife  of  Eugene  Winchester,  of  East  Toledo, 
Ohio;  and  N.  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  last  named  was  reared  in  Milan,  Erie 
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county,  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  later 
engaged  in  sailing  on  the  lakes,  being  mate  on 
the  vessel  “ Plattie  Wells”  for  two  years.  On 
giving  up  that  life,  he  began  his  present  mercan- 
tile business  at  Walbridge,  where  he  has  now 
carried  on  operations  with  good  success  for  twelve 
years,  and  does  a large  and  lucrative  business. 

On  December  28,  1882,  Mr.  McAllister  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  E.  Clark, 
who  was  born  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  July  2,  1853, 
and  two  children  bless  their  union — Ralph  D., 
and  Thorwell  G.  Besides  his  store  our  subject 
owns  a good  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Lake  town- 
ship,- and  he  is  widely  known  in  business  circles 
throughout  the  county,  being  regarded  by  all  as 
a man  of  rare  energy,  superior  business  tact,  and 
undoubted  integrity  of  character.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  East  To- 
ledo, also  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 
and  politically  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party. 

John  W.  Bowles  is  a successful  and  ener- 
getic agriculturist,  and  one  of  the  esteemed  and 
valued  citizens  of  Milton  township.  His  well-spent 
life  well  entitles  him  to  representation  in  this 
volume,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
to  our  readers  the  record  of  his  career.  A native 
of  Cambridgeshire,  England,  he  was  born  on 
May  24,  1834,  and  is  a"  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Dickerson)  Bowles.  The  public  schools  of  his 
native  land  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges, and  when  quite  young  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  living. 

When  a young  man,  Mr.  Bowles  determined 
to  come  to  America,  believing  that  he  might 
better  his  financial  condition  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the  New 
World.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1851,  and 
located  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  a time  as  gardener.  He  later  went 
to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  secured  a situation 
with  S.  W.  Foster,  a wholesale  merchant.  In 
1853  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Monroeville, 
Huron  county,  where  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand  until  1856,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Wood  county.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  at  Perrysburg,  in  Capt.  Cook's  com- 
pany— Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  1. — and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
August,  1861.  He  then  returned  home  ami 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved. 
He  possesses  good  business  abilitv,  i^  a careful 
manager,  is  energetic  and  progressive  in  his 
methods,  and  that  he  has  won  a place  among 
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j the  substantial 'citizens  of  Milton  township  is  due 

to  his  own  efforts.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

In  Milton  township  Mr.  Bowles  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Watson,  who  was 
born  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  December  3,  1838. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Benjamin  and  Mary  L.,  both  deceased;  William, 
who  married  Emma  Reid,  and  aids  in  the  opera- 
tion of  his  father’s  farm;  and  Maxwell,  who  is 
also  at  home. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Solether,  principal  of  the  Jerry 
City  schools,  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  has  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  an  educator  throughout  Wood  count}'  and 
i vicinity. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  28,  1854,  in 
Bloom  township,  eldest  child  of  Charles  and 
Sarah  (Miller)  Solether.  He  first  attended  at 
i District  School  No.  5,  in  Portage  township,  and 

Alfred  Smith  was  his  first  teacher.  As  he  was 
the  eldest,  however,  he  was  needed  at  home  to 
help  his  father,  being  thoroughly  trained  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  by  the  time  he  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  had  only  an  ordinary  literary 
training.  He  then  attended  six  months  at  the 
Bowling  Green  schools,  and  by  the  time  he  was 
■ nineteen  had  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  a pro- 

fession to  which  he  has  ever  since  given  his  prin- 
cipal attention,  and  it  is  a fact  worthy  of  note  that 
though  he  has  held  many  different  positions,  his 
work  has  all  been  in  Wood  county  and  vicinity. 
After  beginning  to  teach  he  educated  himself  from 
his  own  earnings,  and  he  at  first  taught  during 
the  winter  and  engaged  in  farm  work  during  the 
summer.  He  spent  one  term  at  the  Normal  at 
j Fostoria,  and  studied  at  Oberiin  College  part  of 
j three  years,  but  after  he  was  twenty-four  years 
old  he  advanced  himself  by  reading  and  private 
study,  acquiring  no  small  amount  of  knowledge 
in  this  way.  His  first  school  was  in  Liberty 
township,  and  he  received  $1.50  a day  for  his 
services,  and  he  has  also  taught  in  Bloom  and 
Portage  townships,  having  been  principal  of  the 
Portage  schools  for  four  years.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing his  sixth  year  as  principal  of  the  schools  in 
Jerry  City,  where  he  is  most  favorably  known  as 
a competent  instructor  and  a good  disciplinarian, 
and  one  who  has  the  respect  and  good  will  of  his 
.j  pupils.  Though  he  has  been  unusually  success- 
ful, he  deserves  the  rank  he  now  occupies  in  his 
profession,  for  he  has  placed  himself  in  his  pres- 
i,  ent  position  by  hard  study  and  untiring  devotion 
to  his  work.  In  May,  1889,  Prof.  Solether  was 
appointed,  by  Judge  Young,  one  of  the  county 
examiners,  and  has  held  that  position  continu- 


ously since,  serving  with  his  customary  efficiency 
| and  ability.  In  1S95  he  and  his  wife  went  to 
I Denver  to  attend  the  Convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Teachers,  and  on  his  trip  visited 
Salt  Lake  City  and  many  other  points  of  interest 
and  importance. 

On  November  10,  1880,  Prof.  Solether  was 
married,  in  Henry  township,  Wood  county,  to 
Miss  Lydia  Peters,  a native  of  that  township, 
daughter  of  Squire  B.  L.  Peters.  Children  as 
follows  have  blessed  this  union:  Hallie,  Lauren, 

Pliny,  McClellan,  and  Harry,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  our  subject 
located  on  his  present  farm  in  Portage  township, 

| which  comprises  ninety-one  acres  of  good  land  in 
I Section  32,  and  forty  acres  in  Section  29,  and  it 
| is  still  more  valuable  on  account  of  its  situation 
in  the  midst  of  a good  oil  territory.  All  the  farm 
j buildings  and  the  very  pleasant  and  comfortable 
! residence  have  been  erected  by  him,  and  he  has 
| displayed  as  much  ability  in  this  line  as  he  has 
! in  his  profession,  having  acquired  a very  fair 
: share  of  this  world’s  goods.  He  has  a well- 
stocked  library  and  a most  comfortable  home. 
Prof.  Solether  has  been  a lifelong  Republican 
in  political  sentiment,  and  in  Bloom  township 
served  as  trustee  and  for  two  years  as  clerk.  But 
he  is  no  politician,  being  thoroughly  devoted  to 
his  profession  and  to  his  home. 

T.  J.  Vosburg,  a well-known  resident  of 
Jerry  City,  was  born  November  27,  1S20,  in  the 
town  of  Salisbury,  Litchfield  Co,,  Conn.,  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Miner)  Vosburg,  and  grand- 
son of  Abraham  Vosburg. 

John  Vosburg  was  an  ore  digger  in  Connecti- 
cut. He  was  married  in  that  State,  and  lived 
there  several  years  afterward,  coming  to  Ohio 
when  our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  child,  was 
about  eight  years  old.  They  located  on  a new 
farm  in  Berlin  township,  Trumbull  (now  Mahon- 
ing) county,  which  was  then  a pioneer  section, 
and  remained  there  until  1S36,  when  the_\  came 
to  Wood  county,  arriving  June  1.  They  were 
fourteen  days  cn  route  from  Trumbull  countv;  it 
rained  every  day,  and  they  were  obliged  to  cut 
their  road  out  the  greater  part  of  the  way  after 
entering  Wood  county.  It  required  four  yoke  of 
cattle  to  haul  one  of  the  covered  wagons  of  the 
party  from  Millgrove  to  where  they  located. 
The  Vosburgs  settled  in  Montgomery  township, 
which  was  then  all  in  the  woods  and  verv  swampy 
except  on  the  ridges.  Mr.  Vosburg  had  come 
here  the  previous  March,  and  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land,  also  buying  1 60  acres  that  another 
had  settled  upon.  The  family  made  a temporary 
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home  with  John  A.  Kelly,  an  earlier  pioneer,  who 
had  a small  double  log  house,  until  a cabin  could 
be  built,  and  they  began  pioneer  life  in  earnest. 
Game  was  plentiful  in  that  region  at  that  early 
day,  and  wolves  gave  them  considerable  trouble 
on  account  of  the  stock.  Mr.  Vosburg  lived  and 
worked  on  this  land  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
gradually  improving  it  and  acquiring  more  prop- 
erty, until  he  found  himself  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. He  died  on  the  farm  at  the  age  of 
about  sixty  years,  and  his  widow  afterward 
moved  to  Millgrove,  at  which  place  she  served 
as  postmistress  a few  years.  She  passed  her 
remaining  days  at  Fostoria,  dying  at  the  home 
of  her  son  Harmon,  and  she  and  Mr.  Vosburg 
are  both  resting  in  the  cemetery  at  Millgrove. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  six  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  T.  J.,  whose  name  introduces 

this  sketch ; Jeanette,  Mrs.  John  Hoiles,  of  Huron 
county,  Ohio;  Freeman,  a farmer  of  Portage 
township,  Wood  county;  Phoebe,  who  first  mar- 
ried David  Adams,  and  after  his  death  wedded  his 
brother,  Alex.  Adams,  who  is  also  deceased;  Har- 
mon, of  Fostoria;  and  Hiram,  of  Huron  count}'. 

When  the  family  settled  in  Wood  county  T.  J. 
Vosburg  was  about  sixteen  years  old,  and,  being 
the  eldest,  was  his  father's  principal  help.  He 
had  attended  school  in  Connecticut,  and  also  in 
Trumbull  county,  where  the  school  house  was 
two  and  a half  miles  from  his  home,  and  every- 
thing was  of  the  most  primitive  character.  His 
agricultural  training,  however,  was  not  neglected, 
and  he  not  only  helped  his  father,  but  also  i 
worked  away  from  home,  the  greater  part  of  his 
earnings  going  to  help  his  parents.  After  mar- 
riage he  settled  on  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  which  he  bought  from  his 
father,  and  lived  there  for  some  time,  improving 
the  place  greatly.  On  selling  this  tract  he  came 
to  Portage  township,  locating  on  the  home  farm 
of  his  father-in-law,  John  Davis,  where  he  lived 
several  years,  finally  selling  out  and  buying  a 
forty-acre  tract,  also  in  Portage  township,  and 
subsequently  bought  and  removed  to  another 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  that  township.  In  1S79 
he  removed  to  Jerry  City,  where  he  has  ever 
since  had  his  home.  At  the  time  of  his  removal 
here  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  4, 
Bloom  township,  which  he  held  until  1S95;  but 
he  never  lived  there. 

On  December  7,  1843,  Mr.  Vosburg  was 

married,  in  Wood  county,  to  Miss  Eunice  Davis, 
a native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  whose  father, 
John  Davis,  settled  in  Portage  township  in  the 
fall  of  1836.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 


this  union:  Margaret  E.,  widow  of  John  Rich- 

ards, who  resides  in  Huron  county,  Ohio;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Simons,  of  Millgrove  Wood 
county;  Emma,  Mrs.  John  Bunnell,  of  Fostoria; 
and  Rachel,  who  died  young.  The  mother  of 
these  passed  from  earth  March  14,  1854,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Millgrove  cemetery.  For  his 
second  wife  our  subject  wedded,  in  Perry  town- 
ship, Miss  Anna  Snyder,  who  was  born  August 
9,  1S37,  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Barbara  (Martin)  Snyder. 
Mrs.  Snyder  died  when  Anna  was  only  a child, 
and  when  she  was  twelve  years  old  her  father 
removed  to  Seneca  county,  later  settling  in  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county*  where  he  died.  Seven 
children  have  come  to  this  marriage,  as  follows: 
Phoebe  A.  (Mrs.  John  Boltz),  of  North  Baltimore; 
Susaji  E.  (Mrs.  William  Stuck),  of  St.  Joseph 
county,  Mich. ; Martha  M.  (Mrs.  Edward  Adams), 
of  Jerry  City;  Ella,  widow  of  James  McMann,  of 
Jerry  City;  Clara  A.  (Mrs.  O.  T.  Wilsev),  of 
Jerry  City;  Ida  (Mrs.  William  Davis),  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  and  Charles  H.,  who  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Vosburg  was  originally  a Whig  in  poli- 
tics, becoming  a Republican  on  the  formation  of 
that  party,  which  he  has  always  supported,  except 
on  one  occasion,  when  he  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  to  please  a neighbor.  In  anti-bellum  davs 
he  was  an  Abolitionist.  He  served  for  ten  years 
as  trustee  of  Portage  township,  and  held  the 
office  of  constable  there  for  eighteen  years — the 
longest  term  of  service  in  that  position  of  any  one 
man.  He  has  been  active  in  Church  work,  being 
a member  of  the  Liberal  contingent  of  the  U.  B. 
Church,  and  has  heid  numerous  offices,  having 
been  class-leader,  trustee.  Sabbath-school  super- 
intendent, etc.,  and  the  duties  of  every  office  in 
which  he  has  been  placed  have  been  discharged 
with  his  usual  fidelity  and  ability. 

R.  R.  Hili.ard,  a rising  young  farmer  of  Port- 
age township,  is  a native  of  the  same,  born  April 
7,  1873,  son  of  Reuben  P.  and  Mary  ^ Dresser) 
Hillard. 

Reuben  P.  Hillard  was  born  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  son  of  Daniel  Hillard.  In  iSoe 
he  came  to  Portage  township,  Wood  countv,  and 
married  there.  He  was  a life-long  farmer,  pros- 
pering in  his  chosen  vocation,  and  he  was  an  act- 
ive man  in  the  community,  where  he  was  highly 
! respected.  For  several  years  he  served  as  trustee 
of  the  township,  and  was  offered  other  offices, 
but  declined  to  serve,  preferring  to  ;ive  ail  his 
attention  to  his  own  business  interests.  There 
were  six  children  in  his  family — R.  R.,  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch;  Nellie  M..  Mrs.  B.  F 
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Musser,  of  Portage  township;  Charles  R. , a farm-  j 
er,  of  Portage  township;  Frank  D.,  Laura  A.  F.  ! 
and  Daisy  E. , all  of  whom  live  in  Portage  town-  1 
ship.  Mr.  Hillard  died  December  26,  1891,  and 
Mrs.  Hillard  passed  from  earth  September  9.  ! 
1894,  and  their  remains  now  rest  in  Mt.  Zion  ; 
Churchcernetery.  They  were  both  members  of  the  j 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  in  political 
affiliation  Mr.  Hillard  was  a Republican.  He 
was  a rnan  of  naturally  broad  intellect,  and  a 
close  observer,  keeping  himself  well  informed  on 
current  events. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  District  No.  7,  Portage  township,  and, 
being  fond  of  books,  he  learned  rapidly,  acquir- 
ing a good  common-school  education.  He  sub- 
sequently studied  bookkeeping  at  home,  and  he 
is  a constant  reader,  keeping  himself  well  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  posted  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 
He  lived  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, March  27,  1892,  at  Bradner,  Wood  coun- 
ty, to  Miss  Rillie  A.  Sprout,  who  was  born  in 
Seneca  county,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  An- 
geline  (Dicken)  Sprout,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a farmer.  One  child  has  been  born  to  this  union: 
Ronald  M.,  January  22,  1894. 

In  the  fall  of  1892,  Mr.  Hillard  located  on 
the  fifty-acre  farm,  in  Section  35,  Portage  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  carried  on  genera!  farm- 
ing. He  has  two  oil  wells  on  this  farm,  and  also 
holds  a sixth  interest  in  eleven  other  wells,  nine 
of  which  are  on  the  old  Dresser  farm,  and  two 
on  the  “Hillard  Homestead.”  By  his  energy 
and  industry,  Mr.  Hillard  has  won  the  good  will 
of  all  who  know  him.  On  September  23,  1894, 
he  was  appointed  notary  public,  and  has  since 
served  in  that  office  with  ability  and  success. 
In  political  affiliation,  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Rescue  Lodge  No.  345,  I\.  of  P. , 
Jerry  City. 

F.  Wenz,  a well-known  civil  engineer  of 
Perrysburg,  was  born  October  4,  1850,  near  the 
historic  city  of  Worms,  Germany,  where  his  an- 
cestors had  been  for  several  generations  Inspect- 
ors of  the  King’s  Forest.  His  grandfather,  Nico- 
laus Wenz,  and  his  father,  Herman  Wen/,  were 
both  born  and  passed  their  entire  lives  there,  the 
latter  engaging  in  agriculture  in  addition  to  his 
official  duties.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Eberts, 
and  their  son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  enjoyed 
exceptionally  good  educational  advantages  in  his 
youth;  was  graduated  from  the  Polytechnic 
School  at  Darmstadt,  his  course  having  been  in- 
terrupted by  one  year  of  military  service  in  the 


Franco-Prussian  war.  In  1 874  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica. He  spent  one  year  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  serving 
in  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  and  then  came  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  has  since  resided,  except 
for  trips  to  the  Fatherland  in  1878  and  1S89. 

Mr.  Wenz  married  one  of  Perrysburg’s  charm- 
ing daughters,  Miss  Celia  Lucas,  who  was  born 
February  28,  1859,  a daughter  of  the  late  D. 
Lucas.  They  have  two  sons,  Roscoe  and  Ed- 
ward. Mr.  Wenz  has  just  completed  a beautiful 
residence,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  located 
at  a picturesque  spot  on  the  Maumee  river,  out- 
side of  the  corporation  limits  of  Perrysburg,  and 
here  the  family  now  reside.  A young  man  of 
1 rare  mental  gifts  and  training,  he  holds  a high 
place  in  the  community.  He  is  a recognized 
authority  on  civil  engineering,  and  has  served  two 
terms  as  county  surveyor.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

John  H.  Watson,  a well-known  resident  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Danube,  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y. , April  17,  1834. 

His  grandfather,  Jude  Watson,  a native  of 
New  York,  had  a family  of  seven  children, 
among  whom  were  James,  who  lived  in  Canada; 
William,  a Lutheran  minister  of  Cobleskill,  N. 
Y. ; and  Nathan,  our  subject's  father,  who  was  a 
tanner  and  shoemaker  in  Kerkimer  county,  where 
he  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican. 
He  was  married  three  times,  the  first  time  to  Miss 
| Anna  Owens,  a lady  of  Welsh  descent,  whose  an- 
cestors had  been  early  settlers  in  New  York  State. 
Her  mother  was  a Van  Wagonen,  a member  of 
another  old  family  in  that  State.  Five  children 
were  born  of  this  first  marriage,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  youngest.  The  others  were 
Catherine,  who  married  Dr.  Asa  Christy,  and 
second,  George  Ward;  Mary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five;  and  Sarah,  who  married  Henrv  An- 
drews, and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Sally  Deyo,  and 
j four  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Joseph, 

who  served  in  an  artillery  corps  during  the  war; 
Hannah;  Elbert,  who  enlisted  in  the  77th  (Bemis 
Heights)  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, after  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy ; and 
Stephen,  who  died  at  home  aged  about  twenty. 
His  third  wife  was  a widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Smith,  and  of  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
Davis  S.,  a prominent  inventor  liv  ing  at  Canas- 
tota.  New  York, 

John  Herkimer  Watson,  our  subject  (whose 
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mother  died  when  he  was  an  infant),  was  adopted 
by  his  maternal  uncle,  Abram  Owens,  and  lived 
with  him  until  the  age  of  seventeen,  attending 
school  at  “Indian  Castle.1’  He  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade  at  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  later 
went  to  Bath,  S.  C-.,  and  engaged  in  business  as 
a millwright.  Two  years  later  the  war  broke 
out,  but  not  being  in  sympathy  with  the  South  he 
returned  north  to  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

In  1859  he  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Van- 
Dyke,  who  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. , 
May  22,  1840.  They  lived  for  a short  time  in 
Norwich,  then  moved  to  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.,  and 
later  to  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. , where  they  re- 
mained until  1876,  when  they  came  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  the  uncle  of  Mr.  Watson,  Abram 
Osvens  (before  mentioned),  then  resided.  Since 
that  time  they  have  identified  themselves  with  all 
the  interests  of  this  progressive  community.  Mr. 
Watson  has  been  employed  in  building  some  of 
the  best  structures  of  the  town,  and  has  also  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  millwright.  Previous  to 
the  war  he  was  a Whig,  but  since  that  time  he 
has  been  a Republican,  although  he  is  a non- 
partisan in  local  affairs,  and  believes  in  voting  for 
the  best  man.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  twenty-nine  years,  and 
now  belongs  to  Wood  county  Lodge  No.  112,  F. 

& A.  M.,  Crystal  Chapter  No.  157,  R.  A.  M., 
Toledo  Council  No.  33,  R.  & S.  M.,  and  Toledo 
Commandery  No.  7,  Knights  Templar. 

John  Weihl,  one  of  the  industrious  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  Middleton  township,  was 
born  in  Berne,  Germany,  July  6,  1 S 36. 

His  father,  Clarius  Weihl,  was  a native  of  the 
same  place,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  fruit 
raising  and  wine-making  there.  He  married 
Fraulein  Mary  Linder,  and  had  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  seven  lived  to  adult  age,  namely:  John, 
Jacob,  Henry,  Clavius,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and 
Maggie.  The  others  died  in  early  infancy. 

Mr.  Weihl  was  the  only  member  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  worked  for  his 
father  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he 
came  to  this  country,  spending  forty-six  days  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic.  Landing  in  New  York  City 
in  1854,  he  came  to  Cleveland,  and,  after  a short 
stay  there,  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
worked  five  months  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
He  then  went  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  I 
worked  on  a farm  near  Norwalk  until  1866,  when 
he  came  to  Wood  county  and  located  in  Middle- 
ton  township,  purchasing  a tract  of  land,  which 
he  afterward  sold  to  Adam  Beil,  buying,  instead,  i 


i o< 


his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Haskins. 
With  true  German  industry,  he  has  worked  to 
improve  his  property,  where  he  now  has  a hand- 
some dwelling  house  and  other  buildings,  and  a 
fine  orchard,  among  other  improvements. 

He  was  married  in  Erie  county,  in  i860,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Beil,  a native  of  Germany,  born  in 
Hassen  in  1842,  and  a sister  of  Adam  Beil,  whose 
biography  is  given  on  another  page.  Fourteen 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  seven  of  whom 
are  still  living,  viz.:  Henry,  a farmer;  Rena,  the 
wife  of  George  Mohr;  William  and  Charles,  both 
now  engaged  in  agriculture;  and  Louisa,  Fred- 
erick and  Lydia,  who  are  still  at  home.  The 
others  were  Adam,  Minnie,  Mary,  Albert,  Arthur, 
Anna,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Weihl  is  an  influential  worker  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  been  supervisor  of  his  township 
for  three  years,  and  school  director  for  seven 
years.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  at  Haskins. 

John  Landwehr,  one  of  the  pioneer  agricult- 
urists of  Webster  township,  was  born  April  11, 
1828,  in  Hanover,  Germany.  His  parents,  Cas- 
par and  Catherine  Landwehr,  were  natives  of  the 
same  province.  They  had  four  children  — Fred, 
Annie,  Katie,  and  John,  our  subject,  who  is  now 
the  only  survivor.  His  rhother  died  when  he  was 
a year  old,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
bound  out  for  wages  by  his  father.  He  received 
a fair  education,  however,  by  making  good  use  of 
his  opportunities.  In  1S54  he  came  to  America 
in  a sailing  vessel,  and  landed  in  Baltimore  with 
but  two  shillings  in  his  pocket.  Fie  made  his 
way  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  secured  employ- 
ment in  a foundry,  where  he  worked  six  years. 
In  1861  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  was  one  un- 
broken stretch  of  woods  and  water.  There  were 
no  roads,  and  it  took  two  days  to  make  a trip 
from  his  home  to  Woodville  and  return,  a dis- 
tance of  eight  miles.  His  first  dwelling  was,  of 
course,  a log  cabin,  but  the  well-earned  prosper- 
ity of  his  later  years  has  enabled  him  to  build  a 
comfortable  residence  and  farm  buildings  of  mod- 
ern pattern.  He  has  also  added  sixty  acres  more 
to  his  estate,  making  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
his  vicinity.  He  was  married  November  10. 
1858.  to  Miss  Julia  Alert,  of  Portsmouth,  Scioto 
county,  a native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  born 
November  9,  1839.  She  was  one  in  a family  of 
nine  children,  born  to  Christopher  and  M iry 
Alert. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landwehr  have  had  live  ch<l- 
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dren:  John;  George;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Howard;  George,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Annie, 
born  January  2S,  1871,  the  wife  of  Henry  Myers, 
now  the  manager  of  his  father-in-law’s  farm. 
They  were  married  October  25,  1888,  and  have 
four  children  — George,  born  August  13,  1889; 
Delia,  April  17,  1891;  Lawrence,  August  17, 
1893;  and  Verna,  August  26,  1895. 

Mr.  Landwehr  is  one  of  the  public-spirited 
men  of  his  township,  and  has  served  as  school 
director  for  twelve  years,  and  trustee  for  three 
years,  discharging  every  duty  with  faithfulness 
and  discretion.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church  at  Luckey. 

Charles  A.  Mercer  is  a native  of  Liberty 
township,  and  a son  of  Abraham  and  Harriet 
(Rice)  Mercer.  His  father  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  in  early  life,  and  followed  it  to 
some  extent,  but  his  attention  was  mainly  given 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  born  in  Colum- 
bia county,  Penn.,  and  since  his  marriage  has  1 
resided  in  Liberty  township,  now  living  a retired  j 
life  in  Rudolph.  His  first  wife  died  about  1883, 
and  he  has  since  wedded  Mary  A.  McCrory.  Of 
the  first  union  were  born  the  following  named: 
Charity,  James,  Charles  A.,  Porterfield.  William  , 
Marion,  Clinton  and  Isadore. 

Mr.  Mercer  acquired  his  education  in  the  com-  | 
mon  schools,  and  remained  in  his  father's  home 
until  his  marriage,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  spent  in  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  1864,  in 
Company  C,  iithO.  V.  I.,  and  immediately  went 
to  the  front,  where  he  participated  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  the  battles  of  Goldsboro  and  Fay- 
etteville.  When  the  war  was  over  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  Washington  in  June,  1S65, 
and  returned  to  his  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1868,  in  Liberty  township,  was  j 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mercer  and  Miss 
Ann  Stevens.  They  located  on  the  farm  which 
is  now  their  home,  Mr.  Mercer  having  previously 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and  erected  thereon 
a good  residence.  He  has  upon  this  place  five 
oil-producing  wells,  and,  in  addition  to  this  prop- 
erty, he  owns  as  fine  a farm  of  100  acres  as  there 
is  in  Jackson  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mercer 
have  been  born  rive  children,  namely:  Abraham 
A.,  Carl,  Bessie,  Leon  and  Lloyd.  Mr.  Mercer 
started  in  life  a poor  boy,  but  has  resolutely 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  community. 
He  is  serving  as  school  director,  and  has  filled 
that  position  for  several  terms,  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation finding  in  him  a warm  friend. 


Andrew  Peebles.  No  nation  has  contri- 
buted more  valuable  citizens  to  our  great  com- 
monwealth than  the  “land  of  the  mountain 
and  the  Hood,”  and  the  prominent  traits  of 
character  for  which  the  Scotch  are  famous — 
thrift,  persistence  and  loyalty — thrive  in  our 
republican  soil,  and  take  kindly  to  our  foster- 
ing institutions. 

Among  the  best  known  and  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Perry  township  will  be  found 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  on  the 
Eden,'  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  March  25,  1815, 
the  youngest  child  in  the  family  of  seven  sons 
and. three  daughters  born  to  Alexander  and  Jane 
(Mackay)  Peebles.  The  father  was  a farmer  who 
worked  for  other  men,  owning  no  property  him- 
self. Andrew  received  a good  education  in  the 
Presbyterian  schools  of  his  native  land,  and 
when  fourteen  years  old  commenced  a four- 
years’  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
leaving  for  America  two  years  after  its  comple- 
tion, as  will  presently  be  related,  so  he  worked  at 
carpentering  in  Scotland  six  years  in  all.  Wages 
were  very  small;  it  seemed  impossible  ever  to  be 
able  to  make  enough  to  have  a home  of  his  own, 
and  the  young  man,  who  had  considerable  ambi- 
tion and  enterprise,  became  dissatisfied  with  his 
lot.  About  this  time,  while  doing  some  work 
for  a rich  gentleman,  Mr.  Peebles  had  access  to 
his  library,  and  there  found  a history  of  the 
United  States.  This  he  read  with  great  interest, 
and  it  awakened  a desire  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
new  country.  His  employer  encouraged  his  idea 
of  emigration,  and  recommended  him  to  a 
brother-in-law  of  his,  by  the  name  of  Smith, 
who  lived  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Smith  offered 
to  find  employment  for  him,  and  a number  of 
others  if  they  would  come  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Peebles  undertook  to  get  up  a company  of  emi- 
grants, and  secured  seven  who  had  decided  to 
leave  their  country  in  search  of  more  work  and 
better  pay.  Mr.  Peebles  accordingly  went  to 
Edinburgh  and  engaged  passage  on  a sailing  vessel 
for  seven  men,  and  on  March  1,  1835,  bade 
farewell  to  his  widowed  mother  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  and  started  on  his  long 
journey.  On  reaching  Edinburgh  he  was  disap- 
pointed to  find  that  none  of  the  other  men  were 
on  hand,  and  he  was  obliged  to  set  sail  without 
them.  The  vessel,  the  “ Margaret  Bogle,”  Capt. 
Smith,  was  a poor  one,  and  had  only  thirty-six 
passengers.  They  encountered  severe  storms, 
and,  altogether  had  a rough  voyage,  making 
very  slow  time,  and  being  eight  weeks  and  four 
days  on  her  passage  to  New  York  City,  arriving 
at  the  latter  place  May  28,  following. 
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Mr.  Peebles  landed  in  New  York  with  $15, 
and  at  once  hunted  up  Mr.  Smith,  for  whom  he 
worked  during  that  summer.  For  the  succeeding 
five  years  he  followed  his  trade  in  the  city  and 
vicinity,  and  in  1840  started  for  the  West.  He 
came  by  way  of  canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  the  lake  to  Cleveland,  and  from  there 
by  canal  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  had  a brother- 
in-law  living.  Pie  worked  at  his  trade  in  that 
city  and  vicinity,  and  when  he  could  find  nothing 
else  to  do  went  into  the  fields  as  a harvest  hand. 
Times  were  hard  and  mone)-  scarce,  and  the 
country  was  flooded  with  “ shinplasters” ; a man 
might  have  a pocket-full  of  bills  when  he  went  to 
bed,  and  wake  up  to  find  the  banks  broken  and 
himself  with  nothing.  Our  subject  lived  in  Chil- 
licothe four  years,  during  that  time  purchasing  a 
small  property  there.  His  next  home  was  in 
Circleville,  Ohio,  where  he  also  owned  his  home, 
and  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
rented  land  near  Bainbridge.in  Paxton  township, 
Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  farming,  also  in 
the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills.  Later  he 
lived  in  Fayette  and  Clinton  counties,  farming  in 
both.  In  March,  1S64,  Mr.  Peebles  removed  to 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  on  one 
hundred  acres  of  partly  improved  land,  one  farm, 
which  he  conducted  until  1882,  and  in  1865  he 
bought  160  acres,  also  in  Montgomery  township. 
In  1883,  owing  to  the  poor  health  of  his  wife,  ! 
he  broke  up  housekeeping,  and  the  latter  spent  ! 
some  time  with  her  children.  In  the  meantime  j 
Mr.  Peebles  rented  a small  farm,  and,  later,  re- 
moved to  Perry  township  and  lived  with  his  son.  , 
Mr.  Peebles  was  married  in  New  York  City, 
in  April,  1839,  to  Miss  Ellen  McDowell,  a native 
of  Scotland,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1835;  1 
her  death  took  place  March  2,  1888,  and  she 
lies  in  the  cemetery  at  Freeport.  The  children 
born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows: 
Jane,  the  wife  of  John  L.  Pursinger,  of  Washing- 
ton Court  House,  Ohio;  Andrew  J.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  James,  a farmer  in  Perry  township; 
Ellen,  who  married  Daniel  Wise,  and  died  at 
Freeport,  in  1895;  Ann,  who  became  the  w ife  of 
Alonzo  Hernminger,  and  died  in  Montgomery 
township  in  1892.  Mr.  Peebles  now  lives  by 
himself  on  a small  piece  of  land  in  Perry  town- 
ship, and  is  passing  the  evening  of  his  life  in  quiet 
and  restful  enjoyment.  Besides  his  home  place, 
he  owns  a tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Bloom  town-  j 
ship.  At  one  time  he  was  a Democrat  in  polit- 
ical belief;  but,  seeing  and  deprecating  the  terri- 
ble evils  which  intemperance  brings  upon  us  as  a 
nation,  he  has  become  a Prohibitionist  from  prin- 
ciple, and  casts  all  his  influence  in  behalf  of  that 


part)-  which  he  thinks  would  remedy  the  evil  if 
allowed  the  power.  He  has  never  held  office,  al- 
though repeatedly  urged  to  do  so,  and  although 
he  was  well-fitted  to  occupy  any  place  in  the  gift 
of  his  locality.  He  is  an  honest,  upright  citizen, 
a typical  Scotchman,  and  although  his  love  for 
his  native  land  is  still  strong  within  him,  he  is 
loyal  to  the  country  of  his  adoption.  He  has  been 
a stanch  Presbyterian  ever  since  his  youth,  but 
is  broadminded,  and  gives  liberally  to  Churches 
of  all  denominations.  Although  he  has  arrived 
at  a good  old  age,  he  retains  his  faculties,  and  is 
active  and  energetic,  a congenial  companion,  and 
a man  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

Ephraim  Shanabarger,  one  of  the  success- 
ful representative  farmers  of  Wood  county,  was 
born  April  16,  1S28,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Sarah  (Royer)  Shana- 
barger, were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, respectively.  They  were  married  in  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  there  they  both  died  in 
1S44.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  children: 
Robert,  of  Lucas,  Ohio;  Ephraim;  Isaac,  a shoe- 
maker, who  died  in  Missouri;  Albert,  a farmer  of 
Whitley  county,  Ind.;  Thomas  Jefferson,  a sol- 
dier of  the  49th  O.  V.  I. ; Wilson  Shannon,  who 
died  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river  with 
camp  diarrhea,  and  was  buried  there;  Lavina, 
wife  of  Solomon  Peterson,  of  Richland  county, 
Ohio;  Eleanor,  who  died  at  the  home  of  her 
brother  Ephraim,  and  was  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Reed,  who  was  killed  in  a gristmill  at  Dayton, 
Ohio;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Ephraim  Klink,  of  Mt. 
Zion,  Ohio;  Brageta,  who  died  in  1844;  and 
Leah,  wife  of  James  Marks,  of  Lucas,  Ohio. 

Common-school  privileges  were  those  afforded 
our  subject,  and  his  childhood  and  youth  were 
passed  on  the  old  homestead  in  Richland  county. 
He  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
parents’  deaths.  Not  long  after  the  farm  was 
sold,  and  the  administrator  of  the  estate  bound 
the  children  out  to  farmers.  Our  subject  re- 
mained in  the  service  of  Patrick  Yates  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  in  the  neighborhood,  receiving  $1  per 
day.  In  1853  he  went  with  his  brother  Robert 
to  Miami  county,  Ind.,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  at  once  began  to 
improve.  After  a year,  however,  he  returned  to 
Wood  county.  In  Bloom  township,  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  1855,  Mr.  Shanabarger  married  Sarah 
J.  Teaman,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county. 
April  22,  1835,  a daughter  of  Joshua  M.  and 
Catherine  (Keefer)  Teaman,  also  natives  of  Rich- 
land county.  Mrs.  Shanabarger  was  seventeen 
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years  of  age  when  she  came  to  Wood  county  ! 
with  her  parents,  who  located  on  a 400- acre  farm 
in  Bloom  township,  there  spending  their  remain-  1 
ing  days.  The  father  died  October  2,  1871,  at 
the  age  of  sixty -three  years,  and  his  wife  died  j 
December  12,  1876,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  ! 
Their  children  were  Martha  (widow  of  Henry  j 
Zoda)  and  Sarah  j.  (Mrs.  Shanabarger). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shanabarger  lived  four  years  on 
her  father's  farm,  the  former  working  in  a grist- 
mill owned  by  Mr.  Teaman.  The  latter  gave  to 
his  daughter  and  our  subject  100  acres  of  land  in 
Henry  township,  and  they  removed  to  the  place.  | 
erected  thereon  a frame  residence,  and  began  to 
clear  and  improve  the  property.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Yeaman,  Mr.  Shanabarger  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Zoda,  operated  the  gristmill  for  two 
years,  and  then  concluded  to  divide  the  property 
of  the  Yeaman  estate,  the  latter  retaining  the 
ownership  of  the  mill,  while  the  former  took  the 
land.  He  has  since  disposed  of  a portion  of  this, 
but  still  retains  the  ownership  of  216  acres.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shanabarger  are  as  fol- 
lows: Francis  C.,  born  in  Bloom  township, 

September  30,  1856,  is  now  a minister  of  the 
House  of  Israel;  Martha  Ellen,  born  February 
20,  1858,  is  the  widow  of  John  Bowman,  of 
Findlay,  Ohio;  Celestia  Ann,  born  March  21, 
1865,  died  November  17,  1884;  He  nr}’  Albertus, 
born  October  6,  1S68,  married  ’Margaret  Zink, 
and  lives  in  Henry  township ; Minnie  C.,  born 
February  10,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Alpheus  Wit- 
more,  of  Jerry  City,  Ohio.  Mr.  Shanabarger 
was  formerly  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  is 
now’  independent,  voting  for  the  best  men.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  religious  order 
known  as  the  New  House  of  Israel,  the  Living 
Temple.  This  religious  organization  was  estab- 
lished on  the  6th  of  April,  1 S9  r , in  the  city  of 
Port  Huron,  Mich  . and,  when  the  ark  of  God's  ; 
new  covenant  wras  brought  forth  according  to  j 
divine  order  the  Shanabarger  family  w’ere  among  i 
the  witnesses.  The  ark  here  spoken  of  (Rev.  j 
ii,  19)  was  brought  forth  July  1,  A.  I).,  1894,  1 
and  dedicated  in  the  New  House  of  Israel,  the  j 
Living  Temple,  at  Pt.  Huron,  Mich.,  U.  S.  A.  ; 
The  New  House  of  Frael  is  now  located  in  Polk  j 
county,  Texas,  four  miles  northeast  of  Living-  j 
ston.  The  presence  of  the  divine  ark  will  con- 
stitute the  life  of  the  Philadelphian  Church 
(Rev.  3,  7),  and  wherever  that  is  there  must  the  1 
ark  of  necessity  be.  The  living  testimony  is  ; 
now  being  handed  to  the  people  from  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  this  year  A 1)  . 1896,  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  Pinery  by  the  true  Philadelphian  j 
Church,  the  New  House  of  Israel — Isaac  was  born 


B.  C.,  1896;  this  proclamation  is  made  A.  D., 
1896.  The  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  has  come  in, 
and  Israel  must  be  grafted  into  their  own  natural 
olive  again  (Rom.  xi),  and  the  covenant  made 
with  Israel  (26th  and  27th  verses'!.  The  procla- 
mation of  this  testimony  of  the  Kingdom  will  be 
as  by  the  sounds  of  a trumpet  to  alarm  all  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  especially  all  the  profes- 
sions of  Christianity  because  attended  with  the 
power  of  acting  all  wonders.  The  birth  of  this 
virgin  Church  wras  visionally  typified  to  St.  John 
by  the  great  w’onder  in  heaven,  bringing  forth 
her  first  born  that  was  caught  up  to  the  throne  of 
God  (see  Rev.  12). — Geo.  R.  Sutton,  H.  P., 
Judge ‘in  Israel;  residence,  four  miles  northeast  of 
Livingston,  Texas. 

Joshua  O.  Avery,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Weston  township,  is  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  November  23,  1828,  in  New  London  county. 
The  first  of  the  Averys  in  this  country  came  over 
in  the  “Mayflower,”  and  in  after  years  many  of 
the  name  were  massacred  at  Fort  Ledyard. 

Dudley  Avery,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
of  Connecticut  nativity,  born  December  16,  1791, 
of  English  ancestry,  and  died  near  Monroeville, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  September  30,  1854.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer,  was  a Univer- 
salist  in  religion,  a Republican  in  politics.  In 
Connecticut,  October  16,  1S14,  he  married  Miss 
Prudence  Avery,  a native  of  that  State,  born 
August  26,  17S8,  of  English  parentage.  Their 
children  v’ere:  Dudley  Austin,  born  September 

21,  1815,  died  November  29,  1890;  Hiram,  b. 
February  7,  1817,  d.  March  30,  1 S 5 5 ; Luther, 
b.  April  30,  1819,  d.  February  28,  1S95;  Sydney 
S.,  b.  April  16,  1822,  d.  February  24,  1830;  Sa- 
rah Elizabeth,  b.  August  14,  1823,  d.  April  30, 
1890  (she  married  Thomas  B.  Smith,  in  Huron 
county,  and  was  residing  at  Dundee,  Mich.,  at 
the  time  of  her  death;  they  had  one  child,  Joseph 
B.  Smith);  John  O.  A.,  b.  June  12,  1825,  d. 
June  2,  1826;  Lucy  Ann,  b.  December  30,  1S26, 
d.  February  9,  1830;  Joshua  O..  our  subject, 
comes  next;  Sylvia  Ann,  b.  August  31,  1830, 
married  William  H.  Chapman  (he  is  deceased, 
and  she  now  resides  one  mile  east  of  Weston): 
and  Prudence  Olive,  b.  July  9,  1832,  married  to 
Edwin  Mauley,  of  Sherman  township,  Huron 
county. 

For  a time  our  subject  attended  school  in  his 
native  county,  and  then  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  whence  after  a year's  sojourn 
the  family  removed  to  Huron  county,  settling 
near  Monroeville,  in  1838.  There  Mr.  Avery 
again  attended  school  until  he  was  twenty  years 
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of  age,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Wood  county 
and  located  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Wes- 
tern. In  1864  he  enlisted  at  Tontogany,  in  Com- 
pany K.  185th  O Y.  I.,  under  Geri.  Cummings, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  in  May,  1865.  He 
suffered  many  hardships  connected  with  a sol- 
dier's life,  and  so  shattered  in  health  was  he 
when  he  returned  home  that  he  has  been  an  in- 
valid ever  since  from  paralysis  and  spinal  trouble, 
so  as  to  be  unfit  for  performing  manual  labor. 
He  was  a corporal  in  Capt.  Black’s  company. 
Returning  home  he  had  his  residence  in  Tontog- 
any  two  years,  then  remained  at  his  former  home 
near  Weston  till  1S89,  in  which  year  he  came  to 
his  present  beautiful  home,  situated  one  mile 
north  of  that  village.  It  contains  twenty-four 
and  one-half  acres  of  highly  improved  land,  in 
addition  to  which  Mr.  Avery  owns  a farm  of  120 
acres  in  Plain  township.  In  early  life  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  for  ten  years  he  trav- 
eled for  a plating  firm,  and  for  the  past  decade 
he  has  assisted  in  collecting  the  taxes  of  the 
county.  In  his  political  preferences  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  for  several  years  he  served  as 
trustee  of  Plain  township.  As  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  he  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
the  National  Encampments,  having  attended 
nearly  all  that  have  been  so  far  held.  The 
county  fairs  have  no  better  champion  than  Mr. 
Avery,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been 
the  able  and  active  secretary  of  the  Wood  County 
Agricultural  Society. 

Mr.  Avery  has  been  thrice  married;  first  time 
in  Lyme  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  on  June  S, 
1851,  to  Miss  Harriet  Mauley,  of  Sherman,  Ohio, 
born  March  6,  1834,  in  Deerfield,  Oneida  Co., 
N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  John  and  Thankful  (Nich- 
olson) Mauley,  who  were  of  English  descent. 
I'o  this  union  children  as  follows  were  born: 
1 hankful  J.,  born  August  21,  1853,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Dudley  Hiram,  b.  April  1 1 , 1857,  married 
Lllie  M.  Wiley,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Har- 
riet Jane  A.,  b.  March  6,  1859,  married  B.  P. 
Stratton,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  they  have  two 
children — Pearl  and  Harold;  John  Orlando,  b. 
July  9,  1 86 1,  lives  in  Bowling  Green,  married 
Miss  Cora  Hemminger,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio,  and  they  had  two  children — Lea  M.  (de- 
ceased), and  Bernard;  Florence  Susanna,  b. 
March  17,  1864,  and  married  G.  W.  Cheeney, 
also  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  Flora  Adelia,  b.  Sep- 
tember 23,  1865,  died  in  infancy;  and  Cora  Coen, 

July  30,  1868,  single.  The  mother  of  these 
died  August  4,  1868,  and  July  20,  1870,  at  Ton- 
togany,  Mr.  Avery  married  his  second  wife.  For 
his  third  he  wedded  January  6,  1 8 S 3 , Miss  Leti- 


; tia  Elenor  Fillmore,  who  was  born  October  23, 
j 1864,  a daughter  of  Timothy  and  Patience  (Allen) 
Fillmore,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New 
Brunswick,  Canada.  July  28,  1836,  the  latter  in 
| Nova  Scotia,  April  12,  same  year.  Timothy 
i Fillmore  was  a son  of  William  Fillmore  and  wife, 

| also  natives  of  New  Brunswick,  and  whose  par- 
I ents  were  English.  In  1839,  when  Timothy  was 
! a small  boy,  the  family  moved  by  way  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  Upper  Canada  (now  province  of 
Ontario),  and  on  board  the  same  vessel  was  his 
future  wife,  little  two-year-old  Patience  Allen, 
who  was  accompanying  her  parents  westward. 

] She  and  Timothy  were  married  August  3,  1856, 
in  Canada,  and  in  1868  they  moved  into  Michi- 
gan, settling  in  Midland  county,  where  they  are 
stiil  living  on  their  farm.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
the  others  were:  Julia  D.  (Mrs.  John  Marsh); 

William  II.,  of  Midland;  James  W. , of  Weston ; 
Celia  (Mrs.  B.  Canfield),  now  deceased:  Letitia 
| Elenor  (Mrs.  Avery);  and  Carrie,  Sarah,  Millard, 

, Mahlon,  and  Corra,  all  five  at  home.  The  par- 
ents of  these  are  both  Methodists,  and  Mr.  Fill- 
| more  is  a Republican. 

Mrs.  Avery  is  affiliated  with  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  also  with  the  L.  O.  T.  M.,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  AY7.  Bradshaw,  a well-known 
farmer  and  contractor,  of  AA'eston  township,  was 
born  in  Northampton,  England,  February  12, 
1851. 

John  AAL  Bradshaw,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, also  a native  of  England,  was  there  married 
May  4,  1846,  to  Charlotte  AA’ortley,  who  was 
born  in  Northampton.  In  1851,  he  set  out  with 
his  wife  and  two  little  children — Emily  and 
Charles  AY7. — for  America,  embarking  at  Liver- 
pool on  a sailing  vessel,  the  voyage  occupying 
four  weeks  and  four  days.  His  first  location  was 
i in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  and  his  sole 
j possessions  on  arriving  there  was  $15  in  money. 

and  a few  bedclothes.  For  a time  he  worked  on 
: a farm  there,  and  in  October,  i860,  came  by 
team  to  Portage,  AVood  county,  where  he  bought 
| ninety  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  in  1S83,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  1S93.  In  civic  affairs,  he  held  the  offices 
of  trustee,  supervisor,  and  director  of  the  school 
board;  in  religious  faith  he  was  originally  a Meth- 
odist, later  in  life  becoming  a member  of  the 
Church  of  Christ.  Five  children  were  born  to 
this  worthy  couple,  as  follows:  Emily  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Horn,  of  Bowling  Green;  Charles  A\\ 

: is  our  subject;  Elizabeth  II.  married  Henry 
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Swope,  and  they  reside  in  Columbus,  Ga.  ; 
George  is  practicing  medicine  at  Bluffton,  Ohio; 
Lottie  L.  is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Saylor,  a hardware 
dealer,  of  Portage. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained at  Hunt’s  Corners,  in  Huron  county,  and 
in  the  district  schools  of  Wood  county,  which 
he  attended  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  He 
then  taught  some  five  winters,  after  which  he 
spent  two  years  in  Ada,  and  there  took  the  corn-  j 
mercial  and  teachers  courses,  also  higher  mathe-  J 
matics  and  surveying,  at  the  Northwestern  Ohio  j 
Normal  School,  the  average  grade  of  his  studies  I 
being  98.  He  left  the  institution  in  August,  1877, 
at  the  time  of  the  great  railroad  strike  at 
Mechanicsburg,  Penn.  In  the  meantime  he  as- 
sisted his  father,  and  worked  as  a bridge  con- 
tractor and  carpenter  during  the  summers.  For 
six  years  he  taught  during  the  winters,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
From  September,  1881,  to  June,  1888,  he  was 
superintendent  of  public  schools,  at  Tontogany 
and  Portage.  Mr.  Bradshaw  was  married  May 
2,  1880,  in  Weston,  to  Miss  Louisa  Phillips,  who 
was  born  in  Troy  township,  Wood  county,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1857,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Maria 
(Chollette)  Phillips,  the  former  born  in  West 
Virginia,  February  14,  1816,  of  English  descent, 
the  latter  a native  of  New  York  State.  They 
were  married  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  where  the  fa- 
ther followed  farming,  and  was  a supervisor  and 
contractor.  He  died  at  Weston,  his  former  home, 
March  27,  1896,  aged  eighty  years;  his  widow, 
who  is  of  French  extraction,  is  now  sixty-two 
y'ears  old,  and  one  of  a family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren. She  commenced  teaching  school  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years;  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  has  been  a great  Sabbath- 
school  worker.  To  this  worthy  couple  were 
born  two  children:  Louisa  (Mrs.  Bradshaw), 
and  Eva,  who  died  when  two  years  old.  Mrs. 
Bradshaw  taught  school  until  she  was  twenty-four 
years  old,  some  eight  years  in  all,  having  taught 
two  years  after  her  marriage.  She  is  a lady  of 
much  culture  and  refinement,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community. 

In  1882  Mr.  Bradshaw  purchased  forty  acres 
in  Weston,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a pleas- 
ant home  with  fine  barns  and  out-buildings,  and 
is  a prosperous  and  well-to-do  farmer.  Some  six 
years  ago  he  began  operating  as  a contractor  and 
builder,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  that  line. 
His  family  consists  of  four  children:  John  W.. 
born  July  5,  [8S2;  Pauline  Louise,  born  March 
17,  1884;  Charles  Blythe,  born  June  29,  1887; 
and  Gladys  Marguerite,  born  February  2,  1893. 


Mr.  Bradshaw  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  partv.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  Weston  Lodge  No.  681, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been  a councilman  for  six 
years,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a worthy  citizen. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  a member.  Mrs.  Bradshaw  is 
also  a member  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Aid 
Society,  of  the  M.  E.  Aid  Society,  of  which  she 
held  the  office  of  secretary  for  three  years,  and 
is  always  ready  to  assist  in  philanthropic  work. 

Greenbury  Burditt,  Jr.,  a valued  and 
esteemed  agriculturist  of  Washington  township, 
where  he  has  a farm  of  sixty  acres  of  good  land, 
is  meeting  with  a merited  success  in  his  farming 
operations,  and  bids  fair  to  achieve  an  easy  com- 
petence, so  that  in  his  declining  years  he  may 
rest  peacefully  from  the  cares  of  life.  The  build- 
ings upon  his  place  are  neat  and  substantial  in 
character,  and  betoken  thrift  and  prosperity. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Burditt  took  place  in  Wash- 
ington township,  September  12,  1867,  and  in  his 
youth  he  attended  school  at  Maple  Grove;  but 
owing  to  ill  health  his  work  in  the  school  room 
was  rather  limited.  He  remained  beneath  the 
parental  roof,  surrounded  by  all  the  tender 
influences  of  that  home  until  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  April  26,  1SS8,  Miss  Ollie  Long  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  a daughter  of  George 
Long,  and  her  birth  occurred  in  January,  [871. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union:  Gracie  Ann. 

born  March  7,  1889;  and  Flossie  Edna,  born 
June  23,  1891.  The  mother  died  November  3, 
[893,  and  for  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Burditt 
wedded  Charicie  Jennie  Lynn  on  April  15,  1S95. 
Born  October  1 5,,  1866,  she  is  a daughter  of  Mel- 
vin Lynn,  a prominent  farmer  of  Huron  county, 
Ohio;  she  is  a faithful  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt first  rented  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
operated  for  a year,  and  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  in  connection  with  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Jer- 
sey cattle.  Fie  is  not  strictly  partisan,  though 
he  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket;  but  at 
local  elections  his  support  is  given  to  the  man  he 
thinks  best  qualified  for  the  office,  regardless  of 
party  ties.  He  attends  the  Christian  Union 
Church. 

* v 

E.  FI.  Chilcote,  M.  D.,  a prominent  physi- 
cian of  Bloomdale,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
E.  H.  & A.  M.  Chilcote,  was  born  in  Perry  town 
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September  9,  1 848.  He  is  of  English  descent, 
ifie  t;rst  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family 
being  iiis  great-grandfather,  John  Chilcote,  who 
settled  first  in  Maryland,  and  later  came  to  Rich- 
land county  (now  Ashland  county),  Ohio,  where 
[ns  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  His 
son,  Mordecai,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
Porn  in  Maryland,  and  was  married  there  to  Ruth 
McCrill.  In  1814,  they  removed  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling in  the  then  unbroken  wilderness  of  Ashland 
county.  Their  journey  caused  much  alarm  to 
them  and  their  friends,  as  Indians  were  numer- 
ous and  troublesome.  Mordecai  Chilcote  died  at 
forty-seven,  before  his  farm  had  been  fully 
brought  under  cultivation.  His  wife  survived 
him  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  in  the 
home  of  her  son  Samuel,  in  Ashland  county, 
where  the  remains  of  both  of  these  brave  pio- 
neers now  rest.  They  had  seven  children,  none 
of  whom  are  now  living:  John,  formerly  a farmer, 
died  in  Perry  township;  Rachel  died  in  Ashland 
county;  Delilah  died  there  also,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen;  Mary  married  William  Murray,  and  died 
in  Ashland;  Elizabeth  died  at  the  old  home;  and 
Mordecai,  in  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan. 

Samuel  Chilcote,  the  youngest  of  this  family, 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Amanda  township,  Lancaster  county,  June  2, 
1813,  and  was  only  a year  old  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  to  Ashland  county.  He  had  but  limited 
educational  advantages  in  that  frontier  neighbor- 
hood, but  was  an  apt  scholar,  and  made  good  use 
of  his  time  when  not  working  upon  the  farm. 
On  February  21,  1833,  he  was  married,  in 
Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  to  Miss 
Susan  Hatfield,  a native  of  Harrison  county,  born 
October  16,  1816,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Craig)  Hatfield.  Her  mother  having 
died  in  1823,  she  had  been  reared  by  strangers 
from  the  age  of  seven,  until  an  older  sister, 
Marian,  was  married  to  James  Worley,  and  she 
then  made  her  home  with  them,  and  came  to 
Ashland  county  on  their  removal  there.  Samuel 
Chilcote  was  only  nineteen  years  old  when  he 
married,  and  his  portion  of  his  father's  estate 
could  not  be  secured,  so  he  continued  to  work 
upon  the  farm  as  before.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  came  to  Perry  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  arrived  October  2 1,  1834,  in 
the  primeval  forest,  without  even  a roof  to  shel- 
ter his  family.  A shanty  was  hastily  raised  with 
bass  bark  roof  and  three  sides  made  of  slabs,  the 
opening  being  toward  a huge  log  fire  where  they 
did  their  cooking.  He  and  his  brother  John  then 
owned  160  acres,  which  they  divided.  “Uncle 
barn,”  as  he  was  called  by  everybody,  became  a 


| leading  man  of  his  day  in  this  county,  first  as  a 
Democrat,  and  later  as  a worker  in  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  held  various  offices,  serving  six 
j years  as  county  commissioner,  twelve  as  justice 
f of  the  peace,  and  he  was  also  trustee  for  some 
\ time.  He  held  various  offices  in  the  M.  E. 

Church,  with  which  he  and  his  wife  had  united 
j in  early  life,  He  had  a genial  nature,  and  pos- 
; sessed  most  admirable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 

: His  physical  strength  was  unusual,  and  he  was 
i six  feet  tall  and  built  in  fine  proportion,  weighing 
; over  200  pounds.  He  met  his  death  December 
9,  1885,  from  being  thrown  from  a double  wagon 
; box,  injuring  his  spine,  and  he  was  buried  in 
; Perry  Center  cemetery  by  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
j of  which  he  had  been  a leading  member.  Plis 
i widow  remained  at  the  old  farm  until  1890;  but 
■ since  that  time  she  has  lived  with  her  three  sons, 
who  care  for  her  with  a filial  devotion  which  does 
them  honor.  All  are  residents  of  this  county: 
Russell  A.,  the  eldest,  born  February  16,  1841,  is 
a farmer  in  Perry  township;  E.  H.,  our  subject; 
and  Allen  M. , the  youngest,  born  April  S,  1851, 

: who  is  in  partnership  with  the  latter. 

Our  subject  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy,  and 
attended  the  district  schools  until  the  age  of  six- 
! teen,  when  he  began  to  study  at  Fostoria.  He 
; learned  rapidly,  and  at  eighteen  was  competent  to 
J teach,  and  taught  two  terms  in  Loudon  township, 
Seneca  county.  Afterward  he  attended  school  at 
Fostoria  for  some  time,  and  then  entered  Miami 
j Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  graduating  in 
March,  1871.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Van  Buren,  Hancock  county,  and  three 
years  later  moved  to  Bairdstown,  where  he  re- 
j mained  two  years,  but  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  relinquish  his  work,  in  which  he  was  un- 
usually successful.  He  spent  a few  years  at  the 
old  home,  and  in  1890,  with  his  health  restored, 
he  resumed  his  professional  labors  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  they  being  now  the  oldest  prac- 
titioners in  Bloomdale. 

In  1884  Dr.  Chilcote  was  married  in  Cleve- 
land to  Miss  Fannie  Cooper,  a native  of  Wood 
county,  and  a daughter  of  George  Cooper,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Perry  township.  Wood 
I county.  They  have  just  built  a beautiful  resi- 
dence, one  of  the  finest  in  Bloomdale,  and 
three  children,  Eva  M.,  Florence  Edna  and 
Russell  Cooper,  make  it  merry.  Mrs.  Chil- 
cote is  active  in  all  social  and  philanthropic 
movements,  and  is  a leading  member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church.  The  Doctor  is  a -a  admirer  of  fine 
I horses,  and  o\\ ns  some  fine  specimens.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican  and  a regular  voter,  but 
he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 
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George  Murray  Brown,  ex-sheriff  of  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. , 
August  23,  1843,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Cynthia 
(Jones)  Brown,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. , in  1S06,  where  he  took 
up  farming,  thence  coming,  in  1856,  to  Wood 
county. 

Mr.  Brown  traces  his  ancestry  to  one  Nathan-  \ 
iel  Brown,  who,  in  1730,  came  from  England  to 
the  New  World,  settling  in  the  town  of  Killingly, 
Conn.  He  had  two  sons,  Jacob  and  Zacharias, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Connecticut  when  yet 
comparatively  a young  man,  leaving  a family. 
Jacob,  the  elder  of  these  brothers,  married  Lucy 
Russell,  a French  lady,  and  in  17S0  moved  to 
Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  In  1797  he  journeyed 
to  Decatur,  Otsego  county,  on  a wood-sled, 
drawn  by  oxen,  bringing  with  him  a few  house- 
hold chattels,  among  which  were  a Bible,  tea- 
kettle, chair,  table  and  some  pewter  dishes, 
which  will  be  further  mentioned  presently.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  dying  in  1810.  Eight  chil- 
dren— -three  sons  and  five  daughters — were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife,  the  eldest  son  dying  without 
issue.  The  second  son,  Barzillai,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born,  in  1764,  in  Connecticut, 
and  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Scoville,  | 
who  was  born  in  1767,  and  they  had  ten  children 
—seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  Barzillai 
died  May  7,  1844,  his  wife  on  February  9,  1847.  * 
Nathaniel,  their  eldest  son,  married  Orpha  Sew- 
ard, and  had  nine  children.  At  a reunion  of  the 
Brown  family,  held  September  4,  1879,  at  De- 
catur, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  old  farm,  the 
articles  brought  by  Jacob  Brown,  in  1797,  to 
Decatur — the  Bible,  tea-kettle,  etc.,  above  men-  | 
tioned  — were  used,  the  old  Bible  being  read 
from,  and  the  chair,  table  and  pewter  dishes  j 
used.  On  that  day  there  were  living  279  de- 
scendants of  Jacob  and  Lucy  Brown,  and  seventy  1 
descendants  of  Barzillai  and  Sarah  Brown.  The 
Brown  family,  as  far  as  can  be  traced,  have  al-  j 
ways  been  loyal,  and  records  show  that  they  were  ! 
represented  in  every  war  in  which  this  country  | 
was  engaged,  from  the  Revolution  of  1775  down 
to  the  Civil  war  of  1861.  Three  members  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  Rebellion  are  buried  in 
Otsego  county. 

Joseph  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  lo- 
cated in  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio, 
in  1856;  in  1858  he  moved  to  Bowling  Green,  in 
Plain  township.  When  a young  man  he  was 
employed  as  an  overseer  on  a plantation  in  Yir- 
ginia.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  Andrew 


Jackson,  of  whom  he  was  a personal  friend,  and 
was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1808, 
and  died  in  Wood  county,  November  14,  1880, 
Mr.  Brown  died  November  15,  1892,  in  Bowling 
Green,  at  the  residence  of  George  M.  Brown, 
where  he  made  his  home.  To  this  couple  were 
born  the  following  children:  Paul  J..  born  June 

5,  1837,  is  a farmer  of  Plain  township;  Paulina, 
born  August  27,  1840,  married  Lafayette  Borden, 
of  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  where  they  live  on  a 
farm;  George  M.  is  our  subject;  Banyer  Blakely, 
born  July  12,  1845,  left  home,  in  1867,  for  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  never  heard  from  after  he  reached 
Kansas  City;  Gibson  Lamont,  born  December 
22,  1847,  died  September  24,  1863;  and  Gibbs 
F.,  born  December  22,  1847,  died  in  1848. 

George  M.  Brown,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  attended  school  in  Perrysburg  until  1 S 5 7— 
58,  after  which  he  came  to  Bowling  Green,  where 
he  completed  his  education,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm.  In  1864  he  entered  the  army,  joining 
Company  C,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  and  took  part  in  en- 
gagements in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  being  pre- 
sent at  the  battles  of  Monocacy  (Md.).  and  Berry- 
ville  (Va.).  In  the  fight  it  the  latter  place 
several  of  the  regiment  were  taken  prisoners, 
some  of  whom  afterward  died  in  prison.  Our 
subject  was  captured,  but  managed  to  escape 
after  being  detained  only  a few  hours.  He  then 
joined  Company  K,  185th  O.  V.  I.,  with  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  during  his  first 
service  with  Company  C,  which  lasted  about  four 
months,  and  was  sergeant  of  Company  K. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Brown  returned 
home,  settled  on  a farm,  and  on  February  14, 
1868,  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Brown,  a 
(daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cassia  (Rhinehart)  Brown), 
born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  in  1S43,  and  whose 
death  occurred  February  14,  1895,  the  anniver- 
sary of  her  wedding  day.  They  had  one  child, 
Mary  Bertha,  born  June  27,  1874,  who  married 
Fred  \Y.  Hankey  (they  also  have  one  child  named 
Don  Brown  Hankey,  born  January  17,  1895), 
and  one  adopted  son,  Banyer  B.  Brown,  born  in 
October,  1876,  whom  they  took  when  three- 
months  old.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  set- 
tled on  his  farm,  and  he  and  his  brother  have 
about  350  acres  of  land  near  the  town  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  and  our  subject  has  also  forty  acres 
within  the  corporation,  on  which  he  lives.  He 
has  also  a royalty  in  ten  or  twelve  oil  wells.  Iu 
1891  he  built  what  is  known  as  the  “Brown 
Hotel  ” in  Bowling  Green,  which  is  considered 
to  be  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 
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A stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  predilec- 
d.'iis,  Mr.  Brown  has  been  elected  on  that  ticket  ■ 
to  various  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  several  terms 
;ts  trustee  of  .the  township.  In  1SS3  he  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  re-elected  in  1885,  the  first 
time  receiving  a majority  of  200  votes,  and  on 
the  second  occasion  a majority  of  700,  being  the 
first  Democratic  sheriff  of  Wood  county  since 
the  war.  While  in  office  he  hung  two  men,  one  : 
each  term,  one  of  whom,  a murderer,  he  followed  ; 
to  northern  Wisconsin,  near  Eau  Claire,  where 
he  captured  him,  took  him  back  to  Bowling 
Green,  convicted  him  and  hung  him  in  the  peni- 
tentiary, he  being  the  last  man  hung  by  any 
sheriff  in  the  State,  as  all  now  condemned  to 
capital  punishment  are  hung  by  the  warden  of 
the  penitentiary.  Socially,  Mr.  Brown  has  been 
a Mason  since  1866,  and  is  in  the  thirty-second 
degree;  belongs  also  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  in  Bowling  Green  Commandery  No.  7, 
and  in  the  Cincinnati  Consistory.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K.  of  P. , and  G.  A. 

R. , and  has  passed  all  the  degrees  in  each  of 
them.  A typical  whole-souled  American,  he 
justly  deserves  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community  at  large. 

Abel  Comstock,  a well-known  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  September  4, 
1843,  in  Mercer  county,  Penn.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  (McDowell)  Comstock.  His 
father  was  born  August  8,  1818,  near  Burlington, 
Vt.,  and  his  mother  April  13,  1817,  in  Mercer 
county.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  the  latter 
county,  in  1842. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Abel 
Comstock,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  about  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a mill- 
wright by  trade.  He  removed  to  northern  New 
York,  near  Lake  Champlain,  and  soon  after  his  i 
son  Robert  came  to  Ohio  he  went  to  Dubuque,  ; 
Iowa,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  old  Scotch  Covenanters, 
of  stern  demeanor,  adhering  strictly  to  what  he  i 
believed  to  be  right,  and  was  deeply  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  old  Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  McClintock,  who  was  born 
m the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  who  died  some- 
time in  the  “sixties,”  in  Iowm.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  McDowell,  was 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed 
tanning.  At  the  battle  of  Fort  Meigs,  he  com-  i 
•nanded  a company  of  State  volunteers,  and  was 
n brave  soldier. 

I he  father  of  our  subject  went  to  Pennsyl- 
"'•mia  about  1840,  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and 


milling,  operating  a grist  and  saw  mill.  He  came 
to  Ohio  in  September,  1848,  locating  two  and 
one-half  miles  from  Bowling  Green,  on  the  old 
Findlay  road,  where  he  bought  land  from  a man 
named  Frank  McGinnis,  and  where  he  has  made 
his  home  ever  since.  His  wife  died  May  17, 
1889.  Mr.  Ccrnstock,  Sr.,  in  his  early  life,  be- 
longed to  the  old  Scotch  Covenanter’s  Church,  aft- 
erward, with  his  wife,  going  over  to  the  Seceders, 
but  is  now7  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  originally  a Whig,  later,  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  adopted  its 
platform,  and  has  cast  his  vote  for  both  the  Har- 
risons for  President.  To  Robert  Comstock  and 
his  wife  were  born  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Abel;  John,  who  died  in  1S46;  Robert  H.,  who 
resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mich. ; Jennie,  married  to 
Everett  Chapman,  and  living  at  West  Mystic, 
Conn.  ; Isabelle,  who  became  the  wife  of  S.  C. 
Woodberry,  and  died  in  1873;  George,  deceased 
in  infancy;  William,  a commercial  traveler,  resid- 
ing at  Perrysburg,  Ohio;  and  Edward,  living  on 
the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Wood 
county,  where  he  attended  the  common  school, 
finishing  his  education  at  a university.  When 
the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  were  fired,  the  military 
spirit  inherited  from  his  brave  ancestors  broke 
forth  in  the  young  man,  and,  although  he  had  not 
yet  attained  his  majority,  he  enlisted  in  August, 
1861,  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  under  Gen 
Nelson,  his  regiment  being  sent  to  eastern  Ken- 
tucky, and  later  to  Louisville.  It  was  then 
assigned  to  the  14th  Army  Corps,  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  there  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  in  1865.  Mr.  Comstock  took  part  in 
all  the  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  partic- 
ipated during  this  time,  until  the  spring  of  1S64, 
when  he  was  stricken  with  smallpox,  and  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Chattanooga.  On  his  re- 
covery he  again  went  to  the  front,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  While  sta- 
tioned at  Savannah,  Ga.,  he  went  on  December 
16,  1864,  on  a foraging  expedition,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a band  of  guerrillas.  He  was  sent 
to  Augusta,  thence  to  Florence,  S.  C.,  and  to 
Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  where  he  remained  in  prisons 
until  March  4,  1865,  suffering  all  the  horrors  en- 
dured by  the  captives  in  those  terrible  day  s,  some 
idea  of  which  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that 
in  these  few  months  his  weight  was  reduced  from 
1 80  to  90  pounds.  He  was  very  ill  a greater 
part  of  the  time,  being  delirious  with  fever,  and 
was  unconscious  at  the  time  he  was  paroled  at 
Wilmington,  X.  C.,  March  4,  1S65.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  June  8,  1865,  having 
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served  his  country  well  and  faithfully  during  the 
entire  war.  His  regiment  made  a brilliant  record 
during  its  service.  In  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
history  states  that  it  went  into  the  fight  with  448 
privates  and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  came 
out  with  106  privates  and  two  officers,  our  subject 
being  one  of  the  latter. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Comstock  re- 
turned home,  and  engaged  in  farming,  but  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  taught 
school,  and  also  worked  at  lumbering.  His  health 
failing,  he  came  back  to  Bowling  Green  and 
opened  up  a lumber  yard,  which  he  carried  on 
until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  began  reading 
law  with  Col.  |.  A.  Shannon,  with  whom  he 
afterward  formed  a partnership,  which  continued 
until  the  former  left  the  city  in  18S6.  Mr.  Com- 
stock has  made  a specialty  of  pension  cases,,  hav- 
ing had  charge  of  over  five  thousand  claims,  and 
has  practiced  in  the  department  at  Washington. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Bowling 
Green  in  September,  1890,  was  re-elected  in 
1893,  and  is  holding  that  office  at  the  present 
time.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  his  war  record,  a loyal  supporter 
of  the  government.  He  is  a leading  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R. , belonging  to  Wiley  Post  No.  46, 
of  which  he  was  first  adjutant  for  six  years,  and 
commander  for  two  years.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  K.  of  P.  On  February  21,  1864,  he  was 
married,  in  Wood  county,  to  Miss  Rosamond 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Perrysburg,  October  12, 
1846.  They  have  had  five  children,  of  whom 
two  are  now  living:  Helen  I.,  a graduate  of  the 

Oberlin  Conservatory  of  Music,  who  has  attained 
a local  reputation  as  a contralto  singer,  and  also 
as  a pianist;  Herbert,  a telegraph  operator  in 
Chicago  for  the  C.  M.  & St.  P.  R.  R. ; Harry, 
who  died  when  twenty-two  years  old;  James  A., 
deceased  in  infancy;  and  Itana  B.,  who  died 
when  sixteen  years  old  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 

Benjamin  B.  Hoiles,  deceased,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  agriculturists  of  Montgomery  township. 
He  was  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Georgetown, 
Columbiana  county,  September  18,  1825,  and 
was  a son  of  Joshua  and  Rachel  Hoiles,  who 
moved  to  Alliance,  Ohio,  when  our  subject  was 
quite  small,  making  their  home  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Mount  Union,  a part  of  that  city.  In 
religious  belief  they  were  Friends,  and  were  origi- 
nally from  Philadelphia.  Penn.  The  father  never 
accumulated  much  of  this  world’s  goods,  but  was 
an  industrious,  honest  man,  who  was  employed 
mostly  at  day  labor  in  clearing  land. 


In  the  family  were  sixteen  children,  twelve  of 
whom  grew  to  adult  age,  namely:  Nicholas, 

who  died  at  Mount  Union,  at  the  age  of  eight v- 
five  years;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rinear,  who  died  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio;  William,  who  died  in 
Lucas  count}-;  Charles,  who  died  at  Orville, 
Ohio;  Maria,  who  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Barnaby, 
and  died  at  Alliance;  Joshua,  who  died  at  Mount 
Union;  Benjamin  B.,  of  this  review;  Jonathan, 
who  died  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county; 
Melvina,  now  Mrs.  John  Watson,  of  Mount 
Union;  Priscilla,  who  married  Levi  Pierce,  and 
j died  at  Mount  Union;  Zedrick,  of  Alliance;  and 
1 Mary,  who  wedded  John  Johnson,  and  died  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  Many  of  the  family  died 
very  suddenly  of  paralysis. 

Most  of  the  early  life  of  Benjamin  B.  Hoiles 
| was  passed  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother  Charles. 
He  was  married  at  Alliance  November  11,  1852, 
j to  Miss  Maria  B.  Stock,  who  was  born  at  New 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  December  16,  1827,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Minerva  (Stallcup)  Stock. 
The  former  was  of  German  parentage,  and  his 
birth  occurred  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  about 
1801,  where  her  parents  had  located  at  a very 
early  day,  and  there  died.  Her  father,  William 
1 Stallcup,  was  a millwright  by  trade,  and  was 
I lulled  in  a mill  near  New  Lisbon.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Hoiles  also  died  at  that  place,  where  their 
remains  were  interred.  Going  to  Mount  Union 
when  a young  lady,  she  there  learned  millinery 
; and  dress-making,  and  it  was  at  that  place  she 
met  and  married  our  subject.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Frank  L.,  who  was 

born  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years;  Charley  H.,  who  now  makes  his  home 
at  Prairie  Depot;  Pressly  C.,  a farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  andAddieM.,  now  Mrs.  Harry 
E.  Blair,  of  Prairie  Depot. 

Being  a carpenter,  Mr.  Hoiles  built  his  own 
house  at  Mount  Union,  upon  a lot  for  which  he 
went  in  debt,  as  he  had  but  iittle  money  at  the 
j time  of  his  marriage,  for  he  had  always  aided  in 
j the  support  of  his  parents.  Early  in  January. 

1855,  he  came  to  Wood  county  to  look  up  a loca- 
' tion.  He  had  chopped  wood,  but  could  not  se- 
j cure  enough  money  to  pay  his  fare,  so  his  wife 
gave  him  twelve  gold  dollars  from  her  own 
savings.  He  came  by  rail  to  Fremont,  and 
walked  the  remainder  of  the  distance  to  Prairie 
Depot,  where  he  bargained  for  fortv  acres  in 
Section  2,  Montgomery  township,  costing  $350. 
A log  house  stood  upon  the  place,  but  it  con- 
1 tained  no  doors  or  windows,  hence  a robe  and 
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blanket  had  to  be  hung  over  the  openings  which 
j,..  made.  In  March  he  returned  to  Mount 
t Jnioa  for  his  wife  and  child.  He  there  sold  his 
home,  which  was  uncompleted,  for  $300,  but 
out  of  that  amount  had  to  finish  paying  for  the 
lot.  His  wife  had  $50  which  she  had  saved,  and 
with  the  proceeds  of  other  sales  they  were  able 
to  secure  their  forest  home  in  Wood  county  free 
from  debt.  In  their  rude  little  cabin  they  spent 
fourteen  happy  years,  and  there  their  children 
were  all  born.  Game  was  quite  plentiful,  and 
Mr.  H oiles  added  not  a little  to  their  income  by 
selling  coon  skins.  Money  was  greatly  needed  as 
their  first  summer  here  was  very  wet,  and  but  lit- 
tle was  raised. 

The  health  of  our  subject  had  been  quite  poor 
at  Mount  Union,  he  suffering  considerably  from 
stomach  trouble,  but  this  was  relieved  after 
coining  to  Wood  county,  as  from  necessity  their 
food  was  quite  plain,  corn  bread  being  their  reg- 
ular diet.  In  those  early  days  he  also  worked 
some  at  his  trade,  going  away  on  Mondays, 
leaving  his  wife  and  baby  boy  alone,  and  would 
be  gone  for  several  days.  In  return  for  his  labors 
he  could  only  get  produce,  and  corn  at  that  time 
brought  $1  per  bushel  and  potatoes  $1.25.  He 
made  his  home  upon  four  different  farms  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  owning  each  one,  which  he 
would  sell  at  a profit,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  a good  farm  of  seventy-three  acres.  He 
died  very  suddenly  December  5,  1886,  mourned 
by  a wide  circle  of  friends  throughout  the  com- 
munity, and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Prairie 
Depot  cemetery.  Though  never  very  strong  he 
was  always  a great  worker,  and  well  deserved  the 
success'  which  came  to  him.  A strong  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  he  was  an  active  worker  in  his 
party,  and  for  several  terms  served  as  trustee  of 
his  township,  and  was  school  director  during  most 
of  bis  residence,  here.  In  manner  he  was  con- 
servative, and  gained  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Idoiles  lived 
upon  the  farm  left  her,  until  [892,  when  she 
built  an  elegant  home;  but  this  she  sold  two 
years  later,  and  now  has  a very  comfortable  and 
pleasant  dwelling  at  Prairie  Depot.  On  the  farm 
owned  by  her,  she  has  seven  splendid  oil  wells, 
and  upon  the  original  lease  of  ten  acres,  was 
found  one  of  the  largest  producing  wells  in  this 
locality.  Though  nearly  seventy  years  of  age, 
me  is  exceedingly  well  preserved,  and  is  still 
'l'fite  active.  She  has  led  a most  industrious  and 
useful  life,  is  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  ability,  and  was  an  excellent  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  having  many  times  in  the  early 


days  assisted  him  even  in  the  work  of  the  fields. 
She  is  surrounded  by  many  warm  friends,  who 
have  for  her  the  most  sincere  regard.  We  may 
add  that  at  the  time  of  her  an’d  her  husband's 
j coming  to  Wood  county,  buggies  were  unknown, 

I and  Mrs.  Hoiles  relates  that  on  Sundays,  after 
the  week’s  labors  were  past,  she  and  her  husband 
j would  take  their  team  of  black  oxen,  and  go  visit- 
1 ing  across  the  swampy  prairies. 

George  D.  Insley,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  for  three  years  followed  the  old 
| flag  on  Southern  battle-fields,  is  now  numbered 
j among  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Lib- 
! ertv  township.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  November  16,  1834.  His  father,  Thornton 
Insley,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1808,  and 
when  a young  man  learned  the  trade  of  a wheel- 
wright; but  ill  health  forced  him  to  abandon  this. 
With  his  widowed  mother  he  came  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Wayne  county.  Here  he 
| married  Miss  Amelia  Eagle,  and  in  1854  took  his 
wife  and  family  to  Hancock  county.  From  that 
time  on  he  lived  with  his  children.  He  went 
with  two  daughters  and  a son  to  Dakota  in  1884, 
and  there  died  in  1S90.  His  wife  died  in  Han- 
cock county  in  December,  1882.  They  had  the 
1 following  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Cornelius 

Ewing,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  George  D.,  of  this 
sketch;  Nancy,  wife  of  Samuel  J.  Feller,  of  South 
1 Dakota;  Geiles,  wife  of  Solomon  Hartman,  of 
South  Dakota;  Isaiah,  also  a farmer  of  that  State; 
and-Almenia,  wife  of  G.  W.  Phifer,  who  is  living 
near  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Insley,  of  this  sketch,  spent  his  boyhood 
\ da}rs  in  the  counties  of  Wayne  and  Hancock,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  began  his  education  in 
j a district  school,  to  which  he  walked  three  miles 
through  the  woods.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  began  work  in  a flour-mill  at  Findlay,  and  for 
twelve  years  was  thus  employed  at  various  places. 
While  in  Findlay  he  was  married,  March  19, 
i860,  to  Miss  Mary  Feller,  a native  of  Ohio, 
i They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Hancock  county, 
and  were  there  living  at  the  time  of  the  Civ  il  war. 
On  the  16th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Insley  joined 
the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  I),  99th  O.  V.  I., 
and  immediately  afterward  went  to  the  front, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Perrvsville  and 
Stone  River,  those  of  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
Lookout  Mountain,  Chickamauga.  and  Nashville. 
After  the  second  named  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  where  his  regiment  ’ con- 
solidated with  the  ,50th  O.  V.  1. 

Mr.  Insley  continued  his  residence  in  Han- 
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cock  county  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  he  came 
to  Wood  county,  and  get  out  timber  to  build  his 
home.  He  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  and 
erected  his  reside’nce  in  the  spring  of  1S72.  He 
afterward  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Lib- 
erty township,  which  he  disposed  of  in  the  spring 
of  1895.  Ih  i 887  he  visited  his  relatives  in  South 
Dakota,  and  while  there  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  in  Edmunds  county.  Again,  in  the  fall  of 
1S94,  he  made  another  journey  to  that  State, 
and  bought  another  quarter  section.  ' In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a stanch  Republican.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  So- 
ciety of  Portage,  and  religiously  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Insley  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Millie  became  the  wife  of  A.  L.  See,  and 

died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren; Thornton  F.  died  in  infanev,  and  Juddie 
T.  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  six  months; 
Emma,  also  died  in  infancy;  Enola,  wife  of  E.  P. 
Blackman,  of  Wood  county;  Gelie  became  the 
wife  of  j.  W.  Ackerman,  and  died  in  Liberty 
township,  leaving  one  child;  George  D.  completes 
the  family. 

J.  F.  Wollam,  M.  D. , a rising  young  physi- 
cian of  Jerry  City,  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  Wood  county,  being  a son  of 
H.  B.  Wollam,  and  grandson  of  Archibald  and 
Catherine  (Smith)  Wollam. 

Archibald  Wollam  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  to  Catherine 
Smith,  who  was  born  east  of  the  Alleghanies,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  crossed  the  mountains  with  her 

parents,  Lewis  and  Smith,  in  a wagon, 

the  family  settling  later  in  Columbiana  countv. 
In  1832,  Archibald  and  Catherine  Wollam  came 
to  Seneca  county,  and  were  among  the  first  white 
people  to  live  along  Wolf  creek;  but  the  next 
spring  they  removed  to  what  is  now  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  settling  in  the  midst  of 
a forest.  Their  habitation  was  a log  shanty,  18 
x 20  feet  in  dimensions,  and.  as  Mr.  Wollam  in- 
vested what  little  capital  he  had  in  land,  they 
were  obliged  to  live  very  economically  until  their 
land  became  productive.  Oxen  were  the  beasts 
of  burden,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  Mr.  Wol- 
lam made  a trip  to  Swope’s  Corners,  Seneca 
county,  a distance  of  twenty  miles,  the  journey 
took  three  days.  Four  children  were  born  to 
this  couple:  Mary,  widow  of  James  Milner,  who 
lives  in  Millgrove;  H.  B.,  who  is  mentioned  far- 
ther on;  Andrew  ].,  a farmer  in  Bloom  township ; 
and  Leah  (now  Mrs.  G.  W.  Gupp),  who  was  first 
married  to  Gardner  Teff.  Archibald  Wollam  was 


originally  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  later  became 
a Whig,  and  on  the  foundation  of  the  party- 
joined  the  Republicans.  He  held  various  minor 
offices  in  the  township,  and  took  an  interest  in 
party  affairs,  but  he  was  no  politician.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two,  and  they  now-  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  Mt.  Zion  cemetery-,  Portage  township. 

Henry7  B.  Wollam  was  born  January7  6,  1825, 
in  Columbiana  county,  and  was  eight  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Wood  county7.  He  at- 
tended the  primitive  schools  of  his  boyhood  days, 
which  w7ere  held  in  log  buildings  having  greased 
paper  windows,  and  other  rude  furnishings,  and  he 
taught  school  one  winter  in  Plenry  township.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  early 
manhood  -worked  three  years  in  Huron  county,  as 
foreman  for  the  Buffalo  Stave  Co.,  of  Buffalo. 
N.  Y. , getting  out  staves.  After  his  marriage  he 
lived  in  Montgomery  township  for  some  years, 
finally  during  the  w7ar  removing  to  Bloom  town- 
ship, and  settling  on  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
1,  which  at  that  time  was  all  new  and  unim- 
proved, a shanty  being  their  first  dwelling  there. 
In  1875  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 36,  Portage  township,  which  comprises  fojrty 
acres,  and  he  still  owns  the  sixty-  acres  in  Bloom 
township. 

On  May  10,  1857,  Mr.  Wollam  was  married, 
i in  Montgomery  township,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Bair. 

| who  was  born  August  28,  1S37,  near  Hanover, 
j Penn.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hoover 
; Bair,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Pennsylvania. 

! The  widowed  mother  subsequently  came  with  her 
four  children — Susan,  Jacob,  Lydia  and  George 
— to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  about  three  years 
later  settled  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
| county-,  where  Mrs.  Bair  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land.  After  all  the  children  married  she  removed 
to  Fostoria,  where  she  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
j sixtv-six,  her  death  being  caused  by  cancer  of 
the  stomach.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr 
! and  Mrs.  Wollain,  as  follows:  J.  F.  ; Tudie. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Wisner,  of  Gratiot  county,  Mich. 
George  J.,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  Libbie. 
who  died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
I years;  and  Charles  X.,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
; parents  are  both  members  of  the  Liberal  U.  B 
1 Church,  and  in  political  affiliation  Mr.  Wollam  is 
a Republican.  He  served  as  trustee  of  Bloom 
i township,  and  has  filled  various  local  positions  o! 
responsibility  and  trust. 

J.  F.  Wollain,  the  subject  proper  of  th" 
f sketch,  was  born  July  7,  185S,  in  Montgomery 
t township,  and  received  his  primary  education  w 
t lie  district  schools  of  Bloom  and  Portage  town- 
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.ships,  his  first  teachers  being  Roxie  McFarren 
[n(?  jane  Swinehart.  Later  he  attended  the 
Normal  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  he  was  afterward  en- 
gaged in  teaching  some  fourteen  years,  in  Bloom, 
Portage,  Montgomery,  Henry  and  Jackson  town- 
ships. He  completed  his  general  scientific 
studies  at  Ada,  and  commenced  to  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  J.  H.  Whitehead,  of  Bowling  Green, 
after  which  he  attended  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  earning  the  money  for  his  col- 
lege expenses  by  teaching.  He  commenced 
practice  in  Jerry  City  in  1892,  and  is  meeting 
with  deserved  success  in  his  chosen  profession, 
his  personal  reputation  being  almost  as  great  a 
factor  in  his  success  as  his  professional  ability. 

On  May  7,  1891,  Dr.  Wollarn  was  married, 
in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Nettie  M.  Teller, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  township,  and 
daughter  of  James  Teller.  She  attended  the 
Normal  at  Ada,  Ohio  (where  she  and  Dr.  Wollarn 
became  acquainted),  and  subsequently  taught 
school  in  Wood  county  for  eight  years,  and  in 
Ashland  county,  two  years.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Florence  T.  and  Hel- 

ena A.  The  Doctor  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  during  President  Harrison’s  administration 
served  as  postmaster  of  jerry  City:  while  in  Port- 
age township  he  served  as  assessor.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to 
Vitus  Lodge  No.  604,  Jerry  City,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  of  Ohio; 
medical  examiner  for  several  life  insurance  com- 
panies; a member  of  and  medical  examiner  for  the 
K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  Jerry  City,  Tent  No.  92. 

William  P.  Cobley,  mayor  of  Haskins,  and 
one  of  the  ablest  business  men,  and  most  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  Middleton  township,  is  a 
native  of  the  locality,  born  March  24,  1849. 

Sebastian  Cobley,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Germany  February  9,  1811,  and  when  a young 
man  came  to  Ohio.  At  Toledo,  he  was  married 
1 > Miss  Elizabeth  Buriger,  who  was  born  in 
b ranee  in  1816.  Her  father,  Joseph  Buriger, 
brought  his  family  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  made 
•l  permanent  home  there.  For  some  years  after 
•us  marriage,  Sebastian  Cobley  worked  as  fore- 
:’!uu  in  a brick  yard  at  Toledo,  and  he  at  one 
unie  owned  fifteen  acres  of  land  on  what  is  now 
''  iinmit  street,  in  that  city.  About  the  year  1 840 
L':y  rame  to  Middleton  and  entered  land,  which, 
v vareful  cultivation,  he  developed  into  a pro- 
tive  farm.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
Boinan  Catholic  Church,  and  died  in  that 
:,L  Mr.  Cobley  passing  away  February  8,  1885, 

( wife  on  March  22,  1895.  Eight  children 
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| were  born  to  them,  namely:  Caroline,  who  was 

born  in  1841,  married  Joseph  Debacher,  and 
I died  June  20,  1888;  Andrew,  who  was  a soldier 
: in  the  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  sent  home  to  die 
! from  the  effects  of  a cold  caught  “ on  guard  ” 
while  canvalescing  from  an  attack  of  mumps; 
Sophronia,  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Yount,  of  Toledo; 
William  P.,  our  subject;  and  ^Anthony,  who  was 
I a farmer  within  the  corporation  of  Haskins,  and 
died  July  30,  1895;  Mary,  who  married  A.  F. 

! Chase,  a farmer  at  Haskins;  Louisa,  who  mar- 
ried J.  C.  Nufer, November  18,  1S73,  and  died 
October23,  1 S S 5 ; and  John,  who  died  when  about 
the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Cobley  attended  'the  old  “two-mile- 
woods  school  house,”  and  at  the  same  time 
; gained  a knowledge  of  farm  work.  In  1S71  he 
! married  ' Miss  Fannie  Wickham,  who  was  born 
September  iS,  1854,  on  Parker's  Island,  near 
i Perrysburg.  Two  children  came  of  this  mar- 
riage: John,  born  September  22,  1874;  and 

Charles,  born  February  13,  1879. 

For  ten  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Coble}- 
was  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  then,  coming  to 
Haskins,  established  a grocery  business  which  he 
successfully  conducted  until  September,  1895, 

I when  he  retired  from  that  line  of  business,  and 
now  devotes  his  time  and  attention  to  his  farm, 
and  his  several  offices.  He  owns  a fine  heme  in 
Haskins,  besides  a business  block.  Those  quali- 
ties which  command  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
the  people,  he  possesses  in  a marked  degree,  and 
he  has  held  more  offices  than  other  man  in  the 
township.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  as  was 
his  father  before  him;  but  he  receives  votes  irre- 
spective of  party  lines  when  he  consents  to  be  a 
candidate.  He  was  posmaster  at  Haskins  during 
t Cleveland's  first  term;  has  been  treasurer  of  his 
school  district  six  years ; justice  of  the  peace  three 
years;  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  the 
; latter.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Encampment  at  Bowling  Green,  the  order  of 
Rebekah,  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  fra- 
ternities he  has  held  many  responsible  positions, 
and  is  at  present  treasurer  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  ; 
record-keeper  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  record- 
keeper  of  Lincoln  Division  No.  7,  of  the  Uniform 
I Rank,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  Bowling  Green. 

George  P.  Sutton,  a practical  and  progress- 
ive farmer,  who  owns  and  operates  a valuable 
i tract  of  land  of  fifty-four  acres  in  Middleton 
township,  is  a native  son  of  the  Buckeve  State. 
He  was  born  in  Erie  county.  September  8.  1857, 
and  is  a son  of  George  P.  Sutton,  a native  of 
England,  who  became  a representative  farmer  of 
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Washington  township,  Wood  county.  It  was  \ 
during  the  early  boyhood  of  our  subject  that  his 
parents  removed  from  Erie  to  Wood  county,  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  that  township.  In  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  George  pur- 
sued his  studies  through  the  scholastic  year,  and 
in  the  summer  months  worked  on  the  old  home- 
stead, giving  to  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  serv- 
ices until  1885,  when  he  started  out  for  himself. 
He  removed  to  Middleton  township,  where  he 
purchased  fifty-four  acres  of  land,  upon  which,  in 
the  midst  of  well-cultivated  fields,  stands  a fine 
dwelling,  substantial  barn  and  the  various  other 
improvements  and  accessories  which  go  to  make 
up  a model  farm,  and  which  indicate  to  the 
passerby  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1885,  in  Middleton 
township,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Sutton  and  Miss  Jennie  M.  Fox,  who  was  born 
September  21,  1864,  and  is  a daughter  of  John 
Fox,  a farmer  of  Middleton  township.  Five 
children  graced  their  union:  Jessie,  born  Octo- 

ber 31,  1886;  Roy,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mil- 
dred, born  June  30,  1890;  Julia,  born  May  24, 
1893;  and  Hazel,  born  June  20,  1896. 

Mr.  Sutton  is  an  energetic,  honest,  upright 
man,  whom  to  know  is  to  respect. 

J.  H.  Ziegler,  an  old-time  agriculturist  of 
large  experience,  is  now  numbered  among  the 
prominent  residents  of  Portage  township,  by 
whose  people  he  is  held  in  that  reverence  and  re- 
spect tacitly  accorded  those  whose  lives  have 
been  distinguished  by  integrity  and  usefulness. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  in  Cherry 
Tree  township,  Venango  county,  March  5,  1830, 
at  the  modest  homestead  of  his  parents,  George 
and  Catherine  (Murray)  Ziegler,  natives  of  Mary- 
land, the  former  born  in  April,  1796,  and  the 
latter  a few  months  previous.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  their  native  State,  after  which 
they  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  Ve- 
nango county  for  fifteen  years.  One  year  was 
then  spent  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  while  for 
the  following  six  years  they  made  their  home  two 
and  a half  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Ashland,  in 
what  was  then  Richland  county,  but  is  now  a 
part  of  Ashland  county.  They  next  located  near 
Republic,  in  Scipio  township,  Seneca  county, 
where  they  lived  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
Their  remaining  days,  however,  were  passed  in 
Portage  township,  Wood  county,  the  father  dying 
in  October,  1865,  while  the  mother  survived  him 
for  fourteen  years,  and  they  now  sice;)  side  by  side 
in  the  Mennonite  cemetery  of  Perry  township. 
Wood  county.  The  father  was  quite  an  athlete. 


six  feet  tall  and  weighing  about  two  hundred 
pounds.  He  always  supported  the  doctrines  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  when  quite  old  was 
asked  why  he  did  not  change  his  politics,  and  his 
answer  was,  “ My  hair  is  too  gray  to  be  turned 
black. ” 

His  family  consisted  of  the  following  children : 
William,  of  Warren,  Penn. ; George,  residing 
near  Oil  City,  Penn.  ; John,  of  Cattaraugus  coun- 
ty, N.  Y. ; Hannah,  widow  of  Stephen  Landis, 
of  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ; Susan,  widow  of  Daniel 
Siccafoos,  of  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James 
Loker,  of  Venango  count}/,  Penn.;  Levi,  residing 
near  Traverse  City,  Mich. ; Daniel,  who  has  been 
a United  Brethren  minister  foi  thirty  years,  and 
also  follows  farming  in  Union  county,  Ohio;  J. 
H.,  who  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Matthew  Irvin,  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio; 
Ann,  who  married  William  Lee,  and  died  in 
Michigan;  Fannie,  wife  of  H.  R.  Longacre,  of 
Portage  township;  Catherine,  who  was  the  thir- 
teenth child,  and  died  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  hers  being  the  first  death 
in  the  family;  and  Andrew,  who  died  in  the  same 
county  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Our  subject  was  a boy  of  sixteen  years  when 
he  left  his  native  county,  where  he  secured  a 
limited  education,  as  his  parents  were  poor  and 
his  assistance  was  needed  in  the  support  of  the 
large  family.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage.  In  Ashland  county,  July 
10,  1851,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Barr,  a native 
of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  James  Barr. 
He  had  not  a dollar  at  that  time;  but  he  went 
to  work  for  the  farmers  at  clearing  away  t tie  tim- 
ber and  making  rails.  In  July.  1854,  he  removed 
to  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  wild  land,  making  a temporary 
home  with  his  brother  Daniel,  while  his  own  log 
house  was  being  constructed.  As  the  land  was 
wet  and  swampy,  and  his  wife  was  in  poor  health, 
he  removed  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1855.  There,  on  March  29.  1856,  she  died 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Republic  cemeterv.  One 
son  had  been  born  to  them  — William  E.,  who 
died  at  Six  Points,  Ohio,  in  18S4,  leaving  four 
children Otis,  Elfa,  Dora,  and  Tinsey. 

In  April,  1857,  at  Attica,  Ohio,  Mr.  Ziegler 
wedded  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Richards,  widow  of  William 
M.  Richards.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio.  November  14,  1831,  and  she  is  a daughter 
of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Wannamakcr)  Mader, 
the  former  a native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter 
of  the  Keystone  State.  Her  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  in  Portage  township 
when  over  eighty  years  of  age,  while  her  mother 
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passed  away  in  Seneca  county,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven.  In  their  family  were  six  children, 
one  son  and  five  daughters.  The  son  served  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
then,  joining  the  regular  army,  was  sent  west, 
and  since  the  latter  part  of  the  ’60s  has  never 
been  heard  of. 

After  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Ziegler  rented 
land  for  sometime  in  Seneca  county;  but  in  1857 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  Section  26,  Portage 
township,  Wood  county,  for  which  he  paid  $400 
cash,  that  sum  constituting  his  entire  capital. 
In  October  he  built  a log  house,  18x24  feet, 
and  the  following  February  removed  his  family 
to  their  new  home.  He  was  compelled  to  bor- 
row $28  with  which  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
journey,  but  they  took  great  pleasure  'in  their 
home.  He  was  young  and  full  of  hope,  and  went 
earnestly  to  work  to  clear  and  develop  his  land. 
He  was  drafted  in  1864,  and  assigned  to  Company 
B,  55th  O.  V.  I.  In  November  of  the  same 
vear  he  joined  the  regiment  at  Atlanta,  went 
with  Sherman  to  Savannah,  and  followed  that 
General  through  the  Caroiinas,  participating  in 
the  last  fight  near  Goldsboro.  In  March,  1865, 
at  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
left  shoulder,  and,  after  remaining  in  the  hospital 
at  Goldsboro’  for  ten  days,  was  transferred  by  a 
vessel  up  the  coast  to  New  York  City.  He  lay 
in  the  hospital  at  David's  Island  until  May  28, 
1865,  was  mustered  out  in  New  York  on  June  1, 
and  arrived  home  on  the  3d  of  the  same  month. 
His  wound  was  by  no  means  healed,  and  his  arm 
was  very  stiff.  Going  to  the  government  phy- 
sician at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  he  was  given  the  liberal 
■'?)  sum  of  $2.50  per  month  until  he  should  be 
able  to  use  his  arm.  He  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  has  a good  farm  of 
seventy  aeries. 

By  his  second  union  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children — DoraL.,  wife  of  Jonas  Hampshire, 
of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Frank,  who  has  followed  the 
various  occupations  of  a teacher,  telegrapher  and 
photographer,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Nebraska;  Abia  J.,  who  married  George  Bru- 
baker, and  died  in  Perry  township,  Wood  county, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years;  James  O.  and 
John  L , both  of  Portage  township;  and  Ida, 
now  Mrs.  E.  R.  Shaffer,  of  the  same  township. 

The  political  support  of  Mr.  Ziegler  has 
always  been  given  the  Democratic  party,  he  has 
served  as  school  director,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  class-leader.  He  takes 
great  pleasure  in  travel,  and  has  visited  many 
pnrtsof  the  United  States.  He  is  a kind-hearted, 


genial  gentleman,  and  contributes  liberally  to  all 
worthy  charities. 

H.  B.  Sayler,  a leading  and  popular  mer- 
chant of  Portage,  is  now  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business,  carrying  a complete  and  well-selected 
stock,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade  by  his 
fair  dealing  and  courteous  treatment  of  customers. 
He  was  born  in  Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1855,  and  is  a son  of  S.  K.  and  Juriah  (Culp) 
Sayler,  both  natives  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
and  whose  wedding  was  celebrated  in  Marion 
county.  In  1850  they  located  in  Tiffin,  where 
the  father  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking  until 

1860,  when  he  came  to  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county,  and  there  opened  up  a farm  in  Section  2, 
in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness.  On  that  place  he 
continued  to  live  until  1881,  since  which  time  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Weston.  His  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  Weston,  in  1895.  At  a very 
early  day,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  cur  sub- 
ject, Henry  Sayler,  who  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, emigrated  to  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
but  later  became  a resident  of  Marion  county, 
where  his  death  occurred. 

In  the  family  to  which  H.  B.  Sayler  belongs 
were  eight  children,  namely:  C.  L.,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  enlisted  in  Liberty  township,  in 

1861,  as  a member  of  the  1 ith  O.  V.  I. , for  three 
years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  enlisted 
again  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  J. 
B.,  who  enlisted  in  Liberty  township,  in  1862,  in 
the  10th  Ohio  Cav.,  for  three  years,  served  in  the 
Western  army,  as  a scout  for  Gen.  Sherman,  and 
was  killed  in  Georgia.  Mrs.  Louanna  White 
makes  her  home  in  Kansas.  Susie  Bentley  re- 
sides in  Illinois.  H.  B.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  W.  H.  is  married,  and  resides  in  Portage. 
O.  L.  lives  in  Trinidad,  Colo.  A.  O.  is  a resident 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Sayler,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  only  five  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Liberty  township,  where  he 
obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
he  early  became  familiar  with  the  labors  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  For  thirteen 
winters  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  that  township, 
and  for  one  term  had  charge  of  a school  in  Center 
township,  though  most  of  his  time  was  taken  up 
in  farming,  which  he  continued  to  follow  until  he 
established  his  present  business  in  Portage,  in 
February,  1888.  However,  he  still  owns  a val- 
uable farm  of  160  acres  in  Liberty  township, 
which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
well  improved  with  substantial  buildings. 

In  October,  1879,  111  Liberty  township,  Mr. 
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Sayler  married  Miss  Lottie  Bradshaw,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a daughter 
of  John  and  Charlotte  (Wortley)  Bradshaw,  both 
natives  of  England.  It  was  in  1852  that  they 
made  a settlement  in  Huron  county;  but  eight 
years  later  they  became  residents  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  the  father  developed  a farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest,  and  thereon  died  in  1883. 
H is  wife,  who  survived  him  for  some  years,  died 
in  1894,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  Three  chil- 
dren bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
— Merlie,  Pearl,  and  Bernie.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Sayler  is  a hearty  supporter  of  the  policy  of  the 
Republican  party,  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board,  and  is  at  present  school  treasurer 
for  the  corporation.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
Whitney  Lodge  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F.<  and,  relig- 
iously, is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  at 
Rudolph.  He  is  a man  of  remarkably  good  judg- 
ment. sound  common  sense,  and  ability,  which 
traits  have  made  him  prosperous  and  influential, 
and  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  is  due  to  his 
high  moral  character  and  disinterested  benevo- 
lence. 

H ugii  Campbell,  the  well-known  and  popu- 
lar druggist  of  North  Baltimore,  was  born  June 
12,  1837,  in  Washington  county,  Penn.,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (McFadden)  Camp- 
bell. The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  while  the  mother  came  from  Ire- 
land. They  were  married  in  Washington  count}-, 
Penn.,  and  in  October,  1838.  came  to  Ohio,  en- 
tering land  in  Henry  township,  and  also  buying 
a farm  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  William  Campbell  was  born  in  1798,  and 
died  in  1874.  His  wife  was  born  in  1795,  and 
died  in  1872.  They  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father  was 
originally  a Whig,  joining  the  ranks  of  the  Re- 
publican party  on  its  formation.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  grew  to 
maturity:  Nancy,  who  married  James  Eckles, 

and  is  deceased;  William,  who  was  a soldier  in 
the  Rebellion,  from  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Liberty  township;  John,  who  was  in  the 
144th  O.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in 
Michigan;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Ephraim  Mil- 
ler, and  is  deceased;  Henry,  living  in  North  Bal- 
timore; Sarah,  the  wife  of  James  Morehead,  of 
Seward,  Neb.;  and  Hugh. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in 
his  boyhood  in  the  Stone  Battery  school  house  in 
Bloom  township,  and  assisted  his  father  upon  the 
farm  until  his  marriage.  This  event  took  place 


October  10,  1861,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss 
Margaret  Teller,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Ohio,  August  31,  1833.  Four  children 
have  come  to  them,  namely:  Corwin  E.,  born 

July  8,  1862,  married  Miss  May  Lampitt,  and  has 
one  child — Edith;  William  S.,  born  April  19, 

1866,  is  at  home;  Frank  B.,  born  September  22, 

1867,  married  Miss  Cora  Trout;  James  Owen, 
born  October  26,  1S70,  married  Miss  Katie  Miller. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Campbell  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Bloom  township;  but  did  not  long  pursue 
this  peaceful  avocation  of  a farmer,  for  on  Au- 
gust 20,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  old 
Hag,  going  out  as  corporal  in  Company  I,  1 1 ith 
O.  V.  I.,  which  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  During  his  three- 
years’  service  he  saw  much  active  fighting,  being 
in  the  battles,  amongst  others,  of  Campbell  Sta- 
tion, Buzzard’s  Roost,  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  Frank- 
lin. and  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  June  27,  1865.  with  the  rank  of 
sergeant. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Campbell 
resumed  his  occupation  as  a farmer,  which  he 
continued  until  1SS9,  when  he  sold  his  place  and 
removed  to  North  Baltimore,  a year  later  open- 
ing the  drug  store  which  he  has  since  so  success- 
fully carried  on.  He  is  recognized  as  a man  of 
much  ability,  of  high  principles,  undoubted  in- 
tegrity, and  a force  of  character  which  brings  him 
to  the  front  in  all  public  enterprises.  His  genial 
manners  and  straightforward  methods  of  business 
have  made  him  many  friends  and  brought  him  a 
large  trade,  while  his  worth  as  a citizen  has  made 
him  a leader  in  his  community.  Mr.  Campbell 
is  a Republican  in  politics,  a Presbyterian  in  his 
religious  belief,  and  a member  of  Sill  Post  No. 
57,  G.  A.  R. , of  which  he  was  commander  for 
one  term.  4 

Lucius  Marsh,  a liveryman  of  Prairie  Depot, 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  young  business  men  of 
that  village,  where  he  was  born  in  September, 
1873.  He  is  the  youngest  of  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  born  to  Lucius  and  Sarah 
Marsh.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  village,  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life.  Having  a fondness  for 
horses,  his  work  has  been  mainly  connected  with 
those  animals,  so  that  he  is  well  fitted  for  his 
present  business.  On  August  11,  1894,  he  pur- 
chased the  livery  business  of  F.  H.  Fike,  and  in 
May  of  the  following  year  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent commodious  quarters,  his  main  building  being 
80x32  feet,  and  the  annex  30x30.  While  a 
young  man,  he  has  shown  himself  capable  o( 
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managing  his  large  business,  which  he  has  built 
up  through  his  own  efforts. 

On  October  17,  1S92,  Mr.  Marsh  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  Rosendale,  of  West 
Millgrove,  the  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  R. 
and  Rebecca  (Wade)  Rosendale,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  one  child— Earl  R.  A stanch  Repub- 
lican politically,  our  subject  keeps  himself  well 
posted  in  regard  to  current  events,  and  is  one  of 
the  reliable  and  straightforward  young  business 
men  of  the  community,  well  and  favorably  known. 

Joel  Foote,  deceased.  Among  the  straight- 
forward, energetic  and  successful  farmers  in 
Washington  township,  none  stood  higher  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, he  was  there  born  July  26,  1815,  to 
Epaphroditus,  a son  of  Epaphroditus  and  Eunice 
(Ringe)  Foote.  Tliey  were  Connecticut  people, 
and  from  that  State  our  subject's  father  went 
with  his  parents  to  Madison  county,  N.  Y. , where 
he  received  his  education.  After  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  the  Bay  State,  but  later  returned  to 
New  York,  this  time  locating  in  Genesee  county. 
Leaving  his  family  there,  he,  in  1825,  came  to 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  some  four  years,  and 
then  returned  for  them  on  an  Indian  pony.  In 
the  spring  of  1829  he  brought  them  to  this  State 
by  water.  From  Utica,  N.  Y.,  to  Black 
Rock  they  proceeded  by  the  Erie  canal,  and  at 
Buffalo  they  took  passage  on  the  schooner 
“Eagle,’’  commanded  by  Capt.  David  Wilki- 
son,  but,  on  account  of  delays  from  ice.  they  were 
six  weeks  upon  the  journey  before  reaching  Mau- 
mee. They  located  on  Granger  Island,  where 
the  mother  died  the  same  year.  There  the  fa- 
ther operated  a distillery  two  years,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time,  in  the  spring  of  1831,  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  entered  eight 
more  one  mile  north  of  Haskins,  Wood  county. 
This  he  improved  and  cultivated,  and  in  1830 
traded  for  thedarm  on  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. In  the  meantime,  from  1835  to  1841,  he 
conducted  a hotel  at  Miltonville,  and  after  dis- 
posing of  the  hotel,  he  removed  to  the  farm, 
which  comprises  120  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Foote  became  the 
father  of  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  eldest.  The  others  are  Delos,  who  died  and 
was  buried  at  Eockport,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  James  Blinn.  a farmer  of  Perrysburg; 
Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  John  Arnold,  of 
Iowa,  where  her  death  occurred;  and  Epaphro- 
ditus, who  died  in  the  fall  of  1840,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  In  1830,  Mr.  Foote  wedded  hissec- 


l ond  wife,  Charlotte  Smith,  a native  of  Herkimer 
: county,  N.  Y. , and  to  them  were  born  children, 
to  wit:  Leroy,  a farmer  in  Canada;  Oscar,  de- 
ceased; Emily,  wife  of  Freeman  Smith,  of  Wayne 
county,  Ind. ; Frederick,  a merchant  of  Kent, 
Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  is  living  with  his 
wife;  Eunice,  wife  of  John  S.  Matthews,  of  Ton- 
togany;  one  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
and  Harriet,  wife  of  Frank  Yost,  a merchant  of 
Tontogany. 

Our  subject  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he 
arrived  in  this  State,  so  his  education  had  been 
acquired  in  New  York  before  that  time;  and  he 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  In  1836  he  began  work  for  J.  W. 
Smith,  a brother  of  D.  B.  Smith,  with  whom  he 
remained  some  three  years,  receiving  $10  per 
| month  during  the  first  year;  $15  duiing  the  sec- 
ond; and  $20  during  the  third.  For  the  follow- 
ing two  years  he  drove  a stage  for  the  firm  of 
Neal,  Moore  & Co.,  the  former,  the  builder  of 
the  “Neal  House”  in  Columbus.  Our  subject 
was  the  first  to  run  a boat  over  the  levee  between 
Providence  and  Miami,  Ohio,  and  in  1842  began 
his  farming  operations,  in  which  he  met  with  ex- 
cellent success. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Foote  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Margaret  Canela,  a native  of  Ireland,  and 
to  them  were  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
still  survive;  Alice,  wife  of  George  E.  Bliss,  of 
Kendallville.  Ind.  ; Albert  Delos,  postmaster  of 
Tontogany;  and  Clara,  wife  of  F.  A.  Baldwin, 
of  Bowling  Green.  Those  deceased  were:  Ella, 

who  died  when  fifteen  years  old;  Calvin,  who 
was  a veteran  of  the  100th  Regiment,  O.  \.  I., 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  bv  being  run 
overby  a team  after  the  close  of  tlig  struggle; 
Mary,  who  died  when  young;  and  James  Knox, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  1864,  and  in  1867  Mr. 
Foote  wedded  Emily  (Soashl  Oswald,  widow  of 
John  Oswald,  and  four  children  graced  this 
union;  Eddie  and  Freddie  (twins),  the  former  o 
whom  died  when  four  weeks  old,  and  the  latter 
now  conducts  a livery  stable  at  Liberty  Center, 
Ohio;  Frank  Forest,  a merchant  of  Rochester, 
Fulton  Co.,  Ind.,  and  Joel  \V.,  a clerk  at  War- 
saw, Indiana, 

The  death  of  our  subject  occurred  February 
22,  1896.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  and 
loyal  Democrat,  and  for  several  years  he  served 
as"  a trustee  of  Weston  township,  also,  later,  of 
Washington  township.  I"  religious  faith  he  was 
a Universalist,  while  his  first  wife  was  a Catholicl 
his  second  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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John  H.  Le  Galley,  who  is  a highly  re- 
spected farmer  in  Plain  township,  v\as  born  in 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  April  22,  1839.  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Abigail  (Terry)  Le  Galley. 
Our  subject  lived  in  Huron  county  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Wood  county,  and  settled  in  Plain  township. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
and  on  September  12,  1861,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  S.  White.  He  carried  on  farming, 
and  was  so  engaged  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out.  When  the  call  was  made  for  hundred-days’ 
men,  he  enlisted,  in  May,  1864,  in  Company  C, 
144th  O.  V.  I., and  served  four  months.  During 
this  time  he  contracted  rheumatism,  from  which 
he  has  been  a sufferer  ever  since.  Mr.  Le  Galley 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  is  highly 
respected  for  his  integrity  and  worth.  He  has  a 
good  farm,  and  is  progressive  in  his  methods. 
To  him  and  his  estimable ' wife,  three  children 
have  been  born,  as  follows:  Henry  W.  was  born 
in  1862,  and  lives  in  Bowling  Green;  he  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  one  child.  Marion  E.  and  Myron 
E.,  twins,  were  born  in  1S72,  and  both  are 
dentists. 

Mrs.  Le  Galley  was  born  May  9, 1844,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  jonathan  and  Sallie  M.  (Moore) 
White.  Her  father  was  born  in  Vermont,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1818,  and  was  married  in  Pluron  county, 
Ohio,  in  1842.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Kansas,  where  he  died  in  1883.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  January  19, 
1818,  and  now  lives  in  Anderson  county,  Kans. 
They  had  two  children:  Mary  S.  (Mrs.  Le  Gal- 

ley), and  Ellen  M.,  wife  of  Jesse  Dotts.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  LeGaliey  was 
Cephas  White,  a native  of  Vermont,  who,  in 
1844,  came  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  settled 
in  Norwalk  township,  where  he  was  a successful 
farmer.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Chippewa,  Lundy’s  Lane, 
etc.  He  left  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living,  namely:  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Moore;  Luther, 

who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  and  Mrs.  Rhoda 
R.  Benn,  a widow,  living  in  Norwalk.  Those 
deceased  are  Cephas,  Jonathan,  Henry  and  Mary 
K.  Rogers. 

Mrs.  Le  Galley's  maternal  grandfather  was 
Joseph  Moore,  who  was  born  November  19, 
1787,  and  died  October  5,  1876.  He  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  also  carried  on  a small  dis- 
tillery. In  June,  1S33,  he  came  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  Norwalk  township,  Huron  county, 
where  he  bought  a farm,  and,  in  1855,  moved  to 
Hartland  township.  He  married  Susannah  Si  1 - 
cox,  a daughter  of  Henry  Silcox,  of  New  Jersey, 


who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Sallie  Marie, 

mother  of  Mrs.  Le  Galley;  H.  L.  and  David  R., 
twins,  the  latter  deceased;  a daughter  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  Lewis,  who  died  in  Hartland  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  March  7,  1896. 

Albert  Df.los  Foote,  the  efficient  and  pop- 
ular postmaster  at  Totogany,  this  county,  and  a 
leading  merchant  of  that  town,  is  a native  of 
Weston  township,  where  he  was  born  February 
23,  1851.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  schools  of  his  district,  and  he  had  also  the 
training  in  farm  work  which  falls  to  the  average 
country  boy.  He  had  some  experience  as  a clerk, 
and  continued  in  that  vocation  some  five  or  six 
years  after  his  marriage,  moving  then  to  Bel- 
more,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade  on  his  own  account;  but  three  years  later 
he  was  burned  out.  After  winding  up  his  affairs 
there  he  returned  to  his  old  situation  and  in  [884 
he  and  Frank  Yost  bought  out  the  mercantile- 
business  cf  Capt.  Black,  and  together  they  con- 
ducted the  store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Foote 
& Yost,  some  twelve  years,  or  until  January  1. 
1S96,  at  which  date  Mr.  Foote  bought  out  his 
partner,  and  he  has  since  carried  on  the  business 
alone.  Among  other  commodities  his  lines  of 
trade  consist  of  general  groceries,  boots  and 
shoes,  and  queensware. 

On  February  10,  1878,  Mr.  Foote  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Viola  J.  Parsons,  who  was  born  in 
Plain  township,  March  27,  1855,  ar>d  five  chil- 
dren’were  the  result  of  this  union:  Clarence. 

Ella,  Albert,  Glenn  and  Mildred.  Mrs.  Foote  .s 
a daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Whitehead 
Parsons,  the  former  of  whom,  a native  of  Wood 
county,  whose  parents  were  of  New  York  nativity, 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  having*!*  in  1S61. 
become  captain  of  Company  H,  67th  Regiment, 
O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Deep  Run,  Va. , Au- 
gust 11,  1864.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Parsons  was  born 
in  1835,  on  Station  Island,  in  the  Maumee  river, 
and  died  in  1891,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: Viola  f.  (Mrs.  A.  D.  I'oote);  John  A.,  r 
hardware  merchant  in  Leipsic,  Putnam  county: 
and  Sidney  B.,  who  died  in  1862. 

Mr.  Foote  is  an  active  and  influential  worker 
in  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Toutogany  during  Cleveland's  first 
administration,  serv  ing  over  four  years.  In  1893 
he  was  again  appointed,  and  still  discharges  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
public.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  b 
was  a charter  member  ol  Totitoganv  Lodge  No 
755,  and  was  the  first  noble  grand  in  that  Lodge: 
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in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Foote 
a ruling  elder  in  the  Church,  and  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school  for  a number  of 
years,  and  continues  in  that  position. 

Henry  J.  Pelton,  a highly  respected  citizen 
of  Bloomdale,  and  formerly  one  of  the  represent- 
ative agriculturists  of  Perry  township,  was  born 
April  2,  i S4 r , in  LaGrange  Center,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio. 

James  Pelton,  the  grandfather,  was  a farmer 
in  New  York  State  for  many  years.  He  reared 
a family,  among  whom  was  Daniel  Pelton,  our 
subject's  father.  James  Pelton  came  to  Ohio  in 
an  early  day,  locating  in  Lorain  county,  where 
he  was  a pioneer.  In  1839,  Daniel  Pelton  was 
married,  in  Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Eleanor 
Helm,  a native  of  New  York  State,  and,  in  1S50, 
they  came  to  Wood  county,  settling  in  Perry 
township;  a brother,  P.  j.  Pelton,  had  come 
some  time  before.  At  the  time  of  the  removal, 
the  family  consisted  of  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest;  T.  V.  is  now  a 
farmer  and  stock-buyer,  of  Bloom  township,  and 
W.  S.  lives  in  Perry  township.  Four  children 
were  born  in  Wood  county,  of  whom  Philo  S.  is 
a farmer  in  Perry  township;  Mary  married  Nel- 
son Lowe,  of  the  same  locality;  Matilda,  died  in 
1873;  and  Robert  C.  is  a farmer  in  Perry  town- 
ship. Before  coming  to  Wood  county,  Daniel 
Pelton  invested  his  capital  in  a steam  sawmill, 
which  he  brought  with  him,  it  being  the  third  in 
Perry  township.  He  leased  land  for  a mill  site, 
and  rented  a residence  until  his  increasing  pros- 
perity enabled  him  to  buy  a tract  of  120  acres, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  milling,  and,  in  later 
years,  in  farming,  also.  He  was  an  active,  in- 
dustrious man,  slender  in  build,  but  fairly  robust. 
He  took  a prominent  part  in  local  affairs,  and, 
although  he  never  sought  office,  he  was  a regular 
voter,  and  attended  the  caucuses  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  from  its  formation,  having  previously 
been  a Whig.  He  and  his  wife  were  leading 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He 
died  November  24,  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years,  and  his  wife  survived  him  nearly  nineteen 
years,  dying  March  29,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Both  now  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Perry  Center. 

Henry  J.  Pelton  was  nine  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  county,  and  his  early 
training  was  that  of  the  average  country  boy, 
with  plenty  of  hard  work  at  home  and  not  too 
thorough  instruction  in  the  district  schools. 
Time  was  found  for  recreation  also,  and  he  has 


attended  many  a rural  dancing  party.  In  June, 
1861,  he  married  Miss  Amanda  Baird,  a native 
of  Wayne  county,  born  January  29,  1844,  a 

daughter  of  Asa  I.  Baird,  a well-known  farmer 
of  Perry  township.  In  September,  1861,  he  en- 
listed at  Fostoria,  in  Company  B,  55th  Regiment. 
O.  V.  I.,  with  Capt.  A.  S.  Bement.  They  went 
into  camp  at  Norwalk  until  January,  1862,  when 
they  went  to  the  front  with  nearly  1,000  men. 
From  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  they  went  to  their  first 
engagement  at  Cross  Keys,  Va.,  and  then  fol- 
lowed Cedar  Mountain,  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  Chancellorsville,  where  this  regiment 
was  under  a terrific  fire.  The  next  morning  at 
roll  call  half  the  number  failed  to  respond,  and 
none  had  been  captured.  Next  came  the  three- 
days’  struggle  at  Gettysburg,  then  a long  march 
with  Hooker  to  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  near 
Chattanooga,  then  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  and  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  Knox- 
ville, involving  a long  march  in  the  dead  of 
winter  without  tents,  and,  indeed,  with  hardly  a 
blanket  for  each  man,  and  many  without  boots 
or  other  suitable  footwear.  However,  when  Mr. 
Pelton’s  term  expired  he  re-enlisted  for  another 
three-year  term,  and,  after  a short  visit  at  home 
on  a furlough,  he  rejoined  the  regiment,  and 
took  part  in  the  continual  skirmish  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Atlanta  with  Sherman,  the  battles  at 
Resaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  Atlanta,  and  the 
historic  march  “down  to  the  sead’  After  the 
engagements  at  Savannah,  Averysboro  and  Ben- 
tonville,  they  went  to  Washington  and  partici- 
pated in  the  Grand  Review,  and  were  afterward 
transferred  to  Louisville,  not  being  mustered  out 
until  July  II,  1865.  His  regiment  saw  much 
hard  fighting,  and  recruits  u'ere  constantly  added. 
1,400  men  having  been  members.  Mr.  Pelton 
enlisted  as  a private,  and  September  1.  1862, 
was  made  sergeant;  October  1,  1S64,  orderly 
sergeant;  January,  1865,  quarter-master  sergeant, 
and  was  then  commissioned  1st  lieutenant,  but 
I never  served  in  that  capacity,  the  war  closing 
| soon  after.  He  never  lost  a day  from  duty 
throughout  his  service. 

When  at  home  in  1864  Mr.  Pelton  bought 
forty  acres  of  cleared  land  in  Perry  township  fin 
$1,200,  for  which  he  went  in  debt  to  some  ex- 
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added  to  his  first  purchase  as  time  passed,  and  I 
now  owns  160  acres.  June  3,  1895,  he  retired  : 
to  Bloomdale,  having  erected  a tasteful  dwelling  I 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mulberry  streets,  1 
where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  hope  to  enjoy 
the  harvest  of  their  past  labors.  They  have  had  ; 
six  children:  Sarah  E.  married  M.  K,  Fox,  a 

farmer  of  Perry  township;  Hartwell  died  at  ! 
twenty  years  of  age;  Carrie  married  George  j 
Bair,  of  Montgomery  township;  Elsie  married 
Charles  Coe,  of  Perry  township;  Burr  is  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bloomdale,  and  Ethel  is  also  ! 
at  school. 

Mr.  Pelton  has  always  been  among  the  lead- 
ers in  local  affairs,  and  a personal  knowledge  of 
the  deficiencies  of  the  old-time  rural  schools  has 
made  him  an  active  advocate  of  the  best  that 
can  be  obtained  for  the  future,  and  for  nearly 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Perry  j 
township  board  of  education.  He  was  also  as-  \ 
sessor  for  four  years,  and  real-estate  assessor  in 
1880.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is 
a member  of  Erie  Post  No.  110,  G.  A.  R. , of 
Bloomdale.  A kind  neighbor,  an  honorable  busi- 
ness man  and  a patriotic  citizen,  he  deserves  and 
holds  the  esteem  of  the  community.  As  a fare- 
well tribute  to  him  and  his  family,  the  citizens  of 
Perry  township  gave  a surprise  party  at  his  home 
June  1,  1895,  entire  neighborhood,  regardless 
of  age  or  sex,  being  present — an  honor  of  which 
any  one  might  well  be  proud. 

S.  P.  Harrison,  a successful  attorney  at  law 
of  North  Baltimore,  was  born  April  23,  1S49,  his 
parents  being  John  K.  and  Mary  A.  (Reepsumer) 

H arrison,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Har- 
rison county,  Ohio,  July  26,  1816,  the  latter  born 
on  October  22,  181S.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject  were  born  in  Cadiz,  Harrison 
county,  and  moved,  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where 
his  grandfather  died  from  sunstroke  in  the  harvest 
field  on  a July  4th.  They  came  from  the  same  j 
stock  as  Benjamin  Harrison,  ex-President  of  the 
United  States. 

John  K.  Harrison  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county,  and  then  went  to  Youngstown, 
where  he  worked  at  mining  coal  for  David  Todd, 
during  which  time  he  became  an  exhorter  for  the  | 
Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Reepsumer  December  16,  1838,  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  they  went  to  live  at  l 
Girard,  in  the  same  State,  where  Mr.  Harrison 
learned  the  trade  of  a wagonmaker,  which  he 
followed  until  1846.  In  the  spring  of  that  year 
he  started  on  horseback  to  find  a home  in  the 
‘•Far  West.”  Stopping  one  day  at  Flint  Hill, 


in  the  Whitaker  settlement,  near  where  Jerry 
City  is  now  located,  he  learned  that  the  commu- 
nity there  were  Disciples,  so  remaining  over  Sun- 
day, he  preached  for  them.  So  well  did  they 
like  him  that  they  secured  for  him  a house  in 
Portage,  pursuaded  him  to  locate  there  perma- 
nently, and  become  their  preacher  in  Wood 
county.  He  did  so,  and  preached  at  a school- 
house  where  Mermill  is  now  located,  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  at  a school  house  where  Rudolph  is 
now  located,  in  the  afternoon.  He  reared  his 
family  in  Portage,  where  he  started  a wagon 
shop,  in  which  he  worked  during  the  week. 
Politically,  he  was  a firm  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1867,  and  his 
widow  is  now  Hying  at  Gordon,  Neb.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  namely:  Almon  G., 

born  July  25,  1840,  was  a member  of  Company 
C,  2 1st  6.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war;  was  cap- 
tured at  Stone  River,  and  was  confined  in  Libby 
prison;  he  died  at  Portage  in  1872.  John  H.. 
born  January  14,  1843,  was  in  the  86th  O.  \ . I. 
100-days’  service,  and  also  in  the  144th  O.  \ . I., 
6-months’  service;  he  died  and  is  buried  at.  the 
Dayton  Soldiers’  Home.  Sarah  J.,  born  Jan- 
uary 12,  1845,  died  October  10,  1S47.  Alcinda 
A.,  born  January  10,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  Man- 
ning Abbott,  and  now  resides  near  Gordon,  Neb. 
S.  P.  is  our  subject.  Mary  A.,  born  August  iS, 
1851,  became  the  wife  of  R.  M.  Donnelly,  for- 
merly clerk  of  Wood  county  court,  and  died  at 
Findlay,  Ohio,  in  1892.  Austin  R. , born  Octo- 
ber 23,  1853,  resides  at  Bowling  Green,  where 
he  has  been  deputy  clerk  of  the  court  for  ten 
years;  Lucy  E..  born  June  24,  1858,  married  A. 
J.  Holcomb,  of  Gordon,  Neb.,  where  she  now 
resides.  Freeman,  born  May  22,  1S61,  lives  in 
Gordon,  Nebraska. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  youth  in 
Portage,  where  he  received  his  education,  and  at 
the  remarkably  early  age  of  fifteen  rears  began 
teaching  school,  in  which  line  he  continued  some 
twelve  terms  in  the  district  schools  of  Wood 
county,  and  then  went  to  Portage  and  taught 
one  term  in  the  high  school  there.  When  only 
twenty  years  old  he  was  principal  of  the 
Girard  (Ohio)  High  School,  where  he  stayed  one 
year,  and  then  studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Wat- 
son & Strong,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio.  In  1870  and 
1871  he  was  mayor  of  Portage,  and  in  1 S 74—7 5— 
76  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Bowling  Green. 
In  1871  he  entered  the  law  department  of  Michi- 
gan University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and,  after  gradua- 
ting in  1872,  formed  a partnership  with  J.  R. 
Tyler  and  J.  W.  Canary,  of  Bowling  Green, 
which  was  known  by  the  firm  name  of  Tyler, 
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Canary  & Harrison.  The  latter  dropped  out  of 
the  firm  after  one  year,  for  twelve  years  there- 
ifter  practicing  alone  in  Bowling  Green,  and  then 
f<,r  one  year  in  Toledo.  In  1885  he  went  to 
New  York,  and  practiced  there  for  a while,  then 
moved  toEllsworth,  Kans. , remaining  in  that  place 
for  three  years,  xhence  proceeding  to  Phcenix, 
\riz. , sojourning  there  for  a few  months.  He 
finally  returned  to  Wood  county,  locating  in 
North  Baltimore,  where  he  has  continued  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  the  first 
city  solicitor  of  North  Baltimore,  being  elected 
to  that  office  in  1890.  In  1891  lie  lost  all  he 
possessed  in  the  great  fire,  and  was  obliged  to 
start  afresh. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married  October  15,  1873, 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Flint,  who  was  born  in  Fort 
Plain,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y. . where  she  spent 
her  childhood,  receiving  her  education  in  the 
Fort  Plain  Seminary.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a 
charter  member  of  Whitney  Lodge,  Portage, 
and  of  Centennial  Lodge,  Bowling  Green,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  which  he  named. 

T.  J.  Campbell,  the  well-known  merchant 
and  banker,  of  Bloomdale,  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  commercial  circles 
of  southern  Wood  county.  A shrewd  business 
man,  he  is  at  the  same  time  generous  and  public- 
spirited,  and  is  ever  ready  to  encourage  any 
movement  to  benefit  the  community.  He  is  the 
only  child  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  Bloom 
township's  pioneers,  Andrew  Campbell,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1803,  in  Canonsburg,  Pennsyl- 

vania. 

William  Campbell,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
came  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  in  1787,  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1810.  Andrew  Camp- 
bell was  reared  in  Washington  county,  Penn., 
experiencing  the  common  lot  of  a country  bov  in 
pioneer  times.  In  1832  he  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty,on  foot, and  entered  160  acres  of  land  in  Henry 
township,  which  was  among  the  earliest  claims 
taken.  Fie  visited  this  land  each  year  for  some 
time,  making  some  improvements  each  time,  and 
in  1839  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Flloom 
township  adjoining  the  tract  of  160  acres;  on  this 
he  erected  a rude  log  cabin.  In  August  of  the 
following  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Harsha,  a native  of  Washington  county,  Penn., 
and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Harsha,  a leading 
citizen  there.  A month  later  the  young  couple 
set  out  for  their  new  home  in  the  swamps  of 
Wood  county,  driving  a team  the  entire  distance. 
When  the\-  reached  their  destination  they  took 
shelter  for  a time  in  a small  log  pen  15x1  5, until 


the  floor  of  their  cabin  could  be  laid.  Much  re- 
mained to  be  done  to  prepare  for  the  chilly  blasts 
of  the  winter,  and  it  required  years  of  hard  labor 
to  transform  their  section  of  wilderness  into  a 
farm;  but  this  was  done.  Andrew  Campbell  was 
a man  of  fine  abilities  and  liberal  ideas,  and, 
although  his  schooling  had  been  limited,  his  in- 
formation was  varied  and  extensive.  Previous 
to  the  war  he  was  a Whig  in  politics,  but  later 
he  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  and  took  a hearty 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  party,  attending  con- 
ventions and  primaries,  but  never  entering  the 
race  for  office  himself.  He  was  active  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November  19, 
1878,  from  pneumonia.  His  wife,  who  had  been 
for  many  years  a consistent  and  devoted  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  had  passed  away  on 
August  20,  of  that  year,  and  the  mortal  remains 
of  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Weaver  cemetery. 

T.  j.  Campbell  spent  his  boyhood  upon  the 
farm,  with  plenty  of  work  and  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  district  schools  afforded.  He 
has  seen  great  improvements  in  these  schools 
since  his  day,  and  endorses  them  most  heartily. 
On  August  18,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
111th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.  (Capt.  John  Yeager, 
commanding),  which  was  sent  first  to  Covington, 
Ky. , to  help  intercept  Bragg,  who  was  threaten- 
ing the  Ohio  border.  Mr.  Campbell  was  under 
fire  for  the  first  time  at  Huff's  Ferry,  and  then 
followed  the  battles  of  Lenoir,  Campbell’s  Sta- 
tion, Knoxville,  Rocky  Face,  Burnt  Hickory. 
New  Hope  Church,  Alatoona,  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Franklin, 
Nashville,  Fort  Anderson  and  Wilmington.  He 
was  never  wounded,  and  was  always  on  duty,  ex- 
cept when  physical  ailments  prevented  him  from 
taking  his  place.  June  27,  1865,  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Salisbury,  and  came  home  to  assume 
the  active  management  of  the  farm. 

On  January  18,  1S66,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Emeline  Foster,  who  was  born  within  the  pres- 
ent city  limits  of  Findlay,  a daughter  of  Silas 
Foster,  a prominent  resident  of  Henry  township. 
Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Orrin 

F.,  the  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Bloom- 
dale;  Boyd  E.,  a clerk  in  his  father's  store;  Min- 
nie, who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months;  Ford 
FI.,  employed  in  his  father's  store;  Curtie,  new 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Probert ; Charles  R.,  the  bookkeeper 
in  the  Exchange  Bank;  and  Edna,  who  is  at 
home. 

After  carrying  on  the  farm  successfully  until 
September,  1S88,  Mr.  Campbell  sold  a part  of  b 
retaining  120  acres.  He  moved  to  Bloomdale, 
and  gave  his  native  business  talent  scope  for  ac- 
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tivity  in  several  lines  of  work.  He  bought  of 
L.  C.  Smith  a one-third  interest  in  the  Gas  Cen- 
ter Mill,  opened  a grocery  store,  and  became  in- 
terested in  the  grain  business  of  Stacy  & Co., 
owning  the  elevator.  Later  he  disposed  of  these 
interests,  and  in  1891  established  the  Exchange 
Bank  with  a capital  of  $20,000,  and  in  1893, 
erected  the  Exchange  Block,  a fine  office  build- 
ing, where  he  provided  suitable  accommodations 
for  the  bank.  In  1895  he  opened  there  the  hard- 
ware and  stove  store,  which  has  the  largest  quar- 
ters and  most  extensive  trade  of  its  kind  in  the 
town.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Bloomdale 
Creamery,  a director  in  the  Bloomdale  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  was  an  or- 
ganizer, and  he  is  also  interested  in  the  Star  Ad- 
dition to  Bloomdale.  He  is  not  an  office  seeker, 
but  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  given  some  time  to  local  affairs, 
serving  four  years  as  township  clerk,  and  several 
terms  as  trustee,  and  he  was  the  second  mayor 
of  Bloomdale.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  In  G.  A.  R.  affairs  he 
has  been  very  active,  and  was  a charter  member 
of  Sill  Post,  at  N.  Baltimore.  At  present  he  be- 
longs to  Urie  Post  No.  110,  at  Bloomdale. 

Thomas  Stoxe,  one  of  the  honored  veterans  \ 
of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
November  23,  1829,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Mary  (Booth)  Stone,  both  of  whom  died  in 
England,  the  father  in  1838,  the  mother  in  1S66. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  John,  a 
farmer  and  preacher  of  Yorkshire,  England;  An- 
nie, wife  of  John  Carr,  a farmer  of  Yorkshire; 
Harriet,  wife  of  William  Chaplain,  a resident  of  | 
the  City  of  York,  England;  William,  who  was  ! 
drowned  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Robert,  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  ten;  Mary,  who  was 
burned  to  death  at  the  age  of  seven;  Thomas, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Maria,  widow  of  William 
Whitehead,  of  Southport,  Lancashire,  England;  ' 
Francis,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frank,  who  died  in 
Yorkshire,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty  years;  and 
two  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  native  land  the  education  of  our  sub- 
ject was  mostly  acquired,  and  in  1850  he  em- 
barked on  the  ship,  “ Seringapatam, ” • at  Hull, 
England,  which,  after  a long  and  stormy  voyage 
of  eight  weeks,  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York.  On  landing  on  the  shores  of  the  j 
New  World,  Mr.  Stone  came  to  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  locating  near  Sandusky  City,  when  he  i 
worked  on  a farm  until  1861,  in  which  w ar  he  ! 
came  to  Wood  county,  where  in  April,  1858,  he  1 
had  purchased  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres,  at  I 


that  time  all  wild  land,  mostly  covered  with 
water,  in  part  so  bad  was  it  that  in  order  to  drive 
a team  to  the  mill  he  had  to  go  round  by  the 
river. 

In  June,  1852,  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Stone  married  Miss  Emma  Smith,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Clarkef  Smith,  both  nati\es 
of  Lincolnshire,  England.  The  family  came  to 
this  country  in  1849,  and  the  father  died  in 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  in  1881;  the  mother  had 
passed  away  in  1852.  They  had  six  sons  and 
four  daughters,  namely:  Charles,  who  belonged 
to  the  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Rebels  at  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge 
in  1863,  and  died  in  Andersonville  prison  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864:  Cooke,  who  was  a member  of  the 
Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  died  from  the  effects 
I of  army  service,  in  Michigan,  in  November,  1872; 
John  and  Robert,  who  both  died  in  Iowa;  Clark, 
who  served  in  an  Iowa  regiment,  and  now  lives 
in  that  State;  Thomas,  a farmer  in  Washington 
township;  Emma  (Mrs.  Stone);  Mary  Ann,  now 
the  wife  of  Edwin  Meeks,  a farmer  of  Cadillac, 
Mich.,  who  formerly  operated  a flouring-mill  ar 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  which  he  had  to  abandon  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health;  and  two  girls  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Stone,  who  is  the  eldest  in  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  March  27,  1833. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stone,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
George  W. , born  May  29,  1856,  is  a farmer  of 
Washington  township,  married  Flattie  Brillhart, 
and  has  four  children — Fred,  Allie,  Francis  J. 
and  Birdie.  Samantha,  born  September  it, 
1S60,  is  the  wife  of  John  McCombs,  who  resides 
near  Blissfield,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.  Francis  C., 
born  August  14,  [862,  rents  the  Joel  Foote  farm 
in  Washington  township,  which  he  operates;  his 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Crook 
Clara,  born  April  2,  186a,  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
Jefferies;  they  make  their  home  near  Monclova, 
Lucas  Co.,  Ohio.  Clarke  J.,  born  May  21, 
1866,  married  Louisa  Mozenia,  and  now  carries 
on  farming  in  Plain  township,  Wood  county. 
Josephine,  born  August  15,  1868,  is  the  wife  of 
C.  E.  Gundy,  a farmer  of  Washington  township. 
Hattie  N.,  born  November  4,  1S70,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Welch,  a farmer  of  Monclova,  L..cas 
county.  Three  died  in  infancy,  namely:  Will- 

iam, born  August  S,  1854,  died  September  7. 
following;  Mary,  born  December  1,  1858,  died 
April  9,  1861;  and  Nettie,  born  October  20,  1872, 
died  on  November  3,  following.  The  parents 
also  reared  two  brothers  and  a sister  of  Mrs 
Stone. 

In  May,  1864,  Mr.  Stone  enlisted  at  Tontog- 
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any  in  Company  B,  144th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Black  and  Col.  Miller.  On  May  i, 
1864,  the  troops  left  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  for  Co- 
lumbus, being  mustered  in  at  Camp  Chase.  They 
then  proceeded  to  Pittsburg,  thence  to  Harris- 
burg and  Baltimore,  where  they  remained  two 
nights,  and  thence  to  Camp  Parole,  Md.,  near 
Annapolis,  where  they  did  guard  duty  until  the 
1st  of  July.  Then  they  went  to  Monocacy  Junc- 
tion, near  Fredericksburg,  participating  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  and  while  thus  engaged  Mr. 
Stone  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  13th  of  August. 
When  within  five  miles  of  Culpeper,  he  with 
four  others  succeeded  in  making  their  escape; 
but  were  five  days  and  six  nights  on  the  road  be- 
fore reaching  the  Union  lines  near  Fairfax  Court 
House.  On  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlistment 
our  subject  was  mustered  out  at  Columbus, 
where  he  had  suffered  from  an  attack  of  fever. 
He  is  now  a member  of  Walter  A.  Wood  Post, 
G.  A.  K.,  cf  Tontogany. 

In  J une,  1889,  Mr.  Stone  returned  to  Eng- 
land, visiting  the  scenes  of  his  youth  and  renew- 
ing old  friendships,  being  absent  on  his  trip  about 
four  months.  He  has  aided  in  every  enterprise 
calculated  to  enhance  the  best  interests  of  his 
township  and  county,  and  labored  earnestly  for 
the  welfare  of  their  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  filled  the  position  of 
trustee  for  one  year,  was  supervisor  several  years 
and  also  school  director.  In  religious  faith  he 
attends  the  services  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  has  ever  found  his  greatest  pleasure 
in  his  home,  and  on  June  15,  the  anniversary  of 
his  marriage,  always  holds  a re-union  of  the 
family,  which  now  comprises  thirty-one  mem- 
bers, including  his  children  and  fifteen  grand- 
children. 

James  Brandeberry,  one  of  Perry  township’s 
most  honored  citizens,  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  May  4,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Philip 
and  Catherine  (Zimmerman)  Brandeberry.  In 
the  fall  of  1838,  the  father  brought  the  family  to 
Wood  county,  locating  on  240  acres  in  Section 
15.  Perry  township,  but  he  later  sold  that  tract 
and  purchased  a like  amount  in  Bloom  township. 
For  his  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  he  received 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Eaton  county,  Mich.,  and 
in  that  struggle  took  part  in  the  engagements 
around  Fort  Meigs.  He  made  the  first  improve- 
ments upon  his  land  in  Perry  township,  and,  while 
their  first  cabin  was  being  constructed,  the  fam- 
ily found  a temporary  home  with  John  C' i 1 i 1 cot e. 
Philip  Brandeberry  was  quite  successful  in  his 
business  transactions,  and  gave  to  each  of  bis 


children  eighty  acres  of  land,  or  its  equivalent. 
He  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  used  to  engage 
in  that  sport  to  a great  extent.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  His 
death  occurred  in  Perry  township  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  eight  months  and  eleven  days,  while 
his  wife  lived  to  be  nearly  seventy-eight,  and  they 
were  buried  side  by  side  at  Center  of  Perry. 
In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were. the  fol- 
lowing children:  Betsy,  who  became  the  wife  of 

; John  Chilcote,  and  died  in  Perry  township;  Jona- 
than, who  died  in  Portage  township;  Philip,  who 
departed  this  life  in  Bloom  township;  Christina, 
who  was  the  wife  of  William  Burke,  and  died  in 
Freedom  township;  William,  who  died  in  Bloom 
township;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Hays,  and  passed  away  in  Perry  township;  Isaac, 
who  died  in  the  same  township;  Thomas,  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Bloom  township;  and  James,  of 
this  sketch. 

The  last  named  was  less  than  eleven  years  of 
age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Wood  county, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
Farm  machinery  in  those  early  days  was  quite 
primitive,  so  that  the  life  of  an  agriculturist  was 
not  an  easy  one,  but  he  continued  to  devote  his 
energies  to  the  cultivation  of  the  old  homestead 
until  his  marriage.  He  then  began  its  operation 
on  his  own  account,  making  his  home  there  until 
April,  1885,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  with 
his  step-grandchildren,  in  Perry  township. 


On  May  10,  1849,  in  Sandusky  county.  Ohio, 


Jane  Bates,  a native  of  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Andrew  Bates,  a pioneer 
of  Sandusky  county.  Five  children  blessed  this 
union — Minerva,  who  married  Abraham  Long- 
acre,  and  died  in  Perry  township;  Mary  J.,  who 
first  wedded  Marcus  Keefer,  but  is  now  the  wife 
of  Randall  Baird,  of  Perry  township;  George,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Wood  count)';  Emily,  now 
Mrs.  William  Johnson,  of  Perry  township;  Laura, 
wife  of  Simon  Hartley,  of  the  same  township. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  buried  in  Perry 
township.  In  1872  Mr.  Brandeberry  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Rosanna  Zepertiick,  w idow 
of  Frederick  Zepernick,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
Burns,  one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  ot  l’err\ 
township.  On  the  29th  of  August,  1890.  Mrs. 
Brandeberry  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  and  was 
buried  at  Center  of  Perry. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Brandeberry  followed 
threshing,  besides  his  regular  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  became  widely  known  throughout  the  count) 
Although  his  school  training  was  slight,  he  :s  a 
man  of  great  natural  ability,  and  is  well  informed 


. ■ • 

- ; 

- 

. 


i 


780 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


on  the  current  events  of  the  day.  His  support 
has  always  been  given  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  several  local  posi- 
tions, being  supervisor  and  school  director,  and 
for  two  years  was  treasurer  of  Perry  township, 
but  always  preferred  to  devote  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  affairs,  rather  than  to  polit- 
ical matters. 

Hon.  H.  L.  PIuddle,  ex-mayor  of  North 
Baltimore,  well  deserves  a place  in  this  history  of 
the  representative  men  of  Wood  county,  and  a 
brief  sketch  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume. 

Mr.  Huddle  was  born  July  5,  1854,  in  Bloom 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of  Noah  and 
Lavinia  (Bretz)  Huddle,  who  were  both  natives 
of  Seneca  county,  the  former  born  in  1825,  the 
latter  in  1828.  They  were  there  married,  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  passed  the  rest 
of  their  busy  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1863,  and 
the  mother  in  1872.  To  them  eight  children 
were  born,  namely:  John,  a farmer  in  Seneca 
county;  A.  C.,  engaged  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness in  Fredericktown,  Ohio;  Homer  L. , the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Barbara,  who  married  Wes- 
ley George,  and  died  in  Michigan;  George  M.,  a | 
farmer  in  Ionia  county,  Mich;  Gratten  G.,  who 
died  in  1892;  and  two  who  were  killed  in  a run- 
away when  young. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  | 
came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  died  in  that  State. 
The  grandfather,  Benjamin  Huddle,  left  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  day,  and  became  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  His  wife  was  a 
sister  of  Elder  Seitz,  a noted  pioneer  preacher  of 
that  section.  Benjamin  Huddle  began  life  a 
poor  man,  but,  by  industry  and  perseverance, 
accumulated  a fortune,  owning  at  one  time  400 
acres  of  land,  and  passing  his  last  years  in  a com- 
fortable home,  surrounded  by  an  abundance  of 
the  good  things  of  life.  The  family  were  all 
“hard-shell”  Baptists,  and  were  proud  of  the 
title,  answering  all  captious  or  sneering  remarks 
on  their  peculiar  sect  by  saying  that  “a  hard 
shell  is  better  than  no  shell  at  all.” 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  essentially  a self- 
made  man.  His  father  died  when  lie  was  nine 
years  old,  and  he  was  left  to  the  tender  mercy  of 
relatives,  living  here  and  there,  working  for  a 
living  at  odd  jobs,  and  drifting  with  the  tide,  and 
knocked  about  by  the  waves  of  adversity  during 
his  boyhood  days.  As  maturer  years  approached, 
he  realized  that  destiny  is  generally  the  result  of 
individual  effort,  and  bringing  to  mind  a favorite 


j adage,  “A  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,”  he 
! determined  to  have  a purpose  in  life,  and  made  a 
1 start  to  fulfill  it.  He  had  been  living  in  Marion 
j county,  Ohio,  with  relatives,  and,  although  nine- 
teen years  old,  had  little  or  no  education.  This 
he  set  about  rectifying,  and  entered  the  North- 
western Ohio  Normal  School,  at  Republic,  Ohio, 
working  at  anything  through  his  leisure  hours,  and 
on  farms  during  the  vacations,  in  order  to  pay 
his  way.  When  the  school  was  removed  to  Fos- 
toria,  he  followed,  and  by  untiring  application, 
and  in  spite  of  numerous  obstacles,  obtained  a 
good  English  education. 

Ola  October  14,  1875,  Mr.  Huddle  was  mar- 
ried, in  Fostoria,  to  Miss  Amanda  M.  Tumpaugh, 
of  which  union  four  children  have  been  born,  of 
whom  the  eldest,  Frank,  died  when  cwo  years 
old;  the  others  are — Charles,  Hazel  and  Fred. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Huddle  remained  in  Fos- 
toria, working  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do 
until  1876,  when  he  removed  to  North  Balti- 
more. His  means  were  very  limited,  but  he  was 
able  to  buy  a blind  horse,  with  which  he  began 
draying.  This  he  carried  on  with  increasing  suc- 
cess for  a few  years,  when  he  bought  a half  in- 
terest in  a dry-goods  store  in  North  Baltimore. 
Sixteen  months  later,  in  1SS4,  he  disposed  of 
this  business  and  leased  the  elevators,  becoming 
the  principal  grain  buyer  and  shipper  in  the  vi- 
cinity. His  motto  is  “live  and  let  live,”  and  he 
has  built  up  an  extensive  business  by  his  fair  deal- 
ing, honesty  and  untiring  activity.  His  road  to  for- 
tune seems  now  assured,  and  he  can  look  back 
upon  the  obstacles  surmounted  as  so  many  incen- 
tives to  action  which  really  served  as  good  pur- 
pose in  bringing  out  the  reserve  forces  within  him. 

Mr.  Hubble  is  a man  of  genial  nature,  and  ex- 
ceedingly popular  in  the  community,  which  was 
proven  by  his  election  as  mayor  of  North  Balti- 
more in  1S92.  He  held  that  office  for  two  years, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  a lib- 
eral-minded, patriotic  citizen,  and  merits  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  In  poli- 
tics is  a stanch  Republican;  socially  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  and  in  religious  affiliation  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  * 
as  is  also  his  wife. 

Alexander  McCombs.  The  representatives 
of  the  farming  interests  of  Wood  county  acknowl- 
edge this  gentleman  as  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  bringing  this  section  of  the  State  to  its 
present  enviable  condition.  He  is  a man  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  intelligent 
and  well  informed,  and  has  identified  himself 
with  the  progress  and  best  interests  of  the  people. 
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Mr.  McCombs  was  born  October  15,  1834,  in  j 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Archibald  and 
Catherine  ( Jeffers)  McCombs,  both  natives  of  i 
Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  May  13,  1799,  in 
Washington  county;  the  mother  born  February 
14,  1802,  in  Susquehanna  county.  They  were 
married  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  after  which 
Mr.  McCombs  bought  a fifty-acre  lot  in  Tuscara- 
was county,  near  New  Philadelphia,  all  in  tim  - 
her,  whither  he  removed,  and  which  he  cleared 
and  put  into  good  shape.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  eleven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  John, 

who  was  a member  of  the  144th  O.  V.  I.  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  a Rebel  prison  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.  ; was  married,  and  had  a family 
of  eight  children;  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  he 
was  a prominent  farmer  of  Washington  township, 
Wood  county.  (2)  Sarah  Jane,  widow  of  Charles 
Patterson,  has  three  children — Henry,  Jacob  and 
Percy — and  resides  near  Scotch  Ridge  with  a son. 
(3)  William,  a farmer  of  Mecosta  county,  Mich., 
also  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  51st  O.  V.  I.  (4)  Jacob  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  2 1st  O.  V.  I.,and  died  at  Nashville 
from  the  effects  of  hard  service.  C6)  Martha  is 
the  wife  of  Wesley  Cochran,  a farmer  of  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  by  whom  she  has  two  children — 
William  and  Agnes.  (7)  Catherine,  who  makes 
her  home  in  Whiteside  county,  Kans.,  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  Grooves,  and  has  five  children — 
John,  Lewis,  Alex.,  Thomas  and  Sadie.  (8) 
Margaret  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 
(9)  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  ten.  (10)  Charles 
died  in  infancy.  (11)  Alexander,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  completes  the  number.  The  entire  | 
family  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  on  the  , 
1 uscarawas  county  farm,  except  our  subject,  who 
was  thirteen  years  old  when  his  parents  moved, 
m the  fall  of  1847,  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  in 
the  spring  of  1848  buying  a home  in  Washington 
township,  where  they  lived  some  years— the 
children  in  the  meantime,  one  by  one,  leaving  the 
parental  roof,  some  for  homes  of  their  own,  i 
others,  as  already  related,  crossing  the  dark 
river  to  the  Unknown.  When  they  became  old 
and  feeble,  the  parents  were  persuaded  by  their 
Vjn,  Alexander,  to  move,  in  the  spring  of  1874, 
to  his  home  in  Washington  township,  and  there 
thvy  died,  the  father  on  April  18,  1874,  the  ! 

mother  on  June  22,  1885.  They  were  members 
f the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  in  politics 
'ir-  McCombs  was  a stalwart  Democrat. 

Alexander  McCombs  began  his  education  in 
;'K;  schools  of  Tuscarawas  county,  and  continued 
*us  studies  for  a short  time  after  coming  to  Wood 
‘ ounty  with  his  parents;  but  his  school  training 


was.  rather  limited.  On  July  24,  1862,  he  enlisted 
at  Tontogany,  in  Company  G,  First  Ohio  Light 
Artillery,  under  Capt.  Alex.  Marshall  and  Col. 
Barnett,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Toledo.  From 
there  the  troops  proceeded  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
after  which  they  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Franklin,  Mission 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  besides  numerous 
small  engagements.  While  in  winter  quarters  at 
Chattanooga,  Mr.  McCombs  was  cooking  some 
meat  about  ten  feet  from  his  tent,  when  a shell 
was  thrown  down  from*the  mountain  above,  and 
exploded  in  the  tent,  totally  destroying  everv- 
thing,  yet  he  was  uninjured!  Though  in  many 
hotly  contested  battles,  he  was  never  wounded. 
At  the  battle  of  Franklin,  two  pieces  of  his  bat- 
tery were  sent  out  on  the  pike  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  the  Union  army,  and,  while  marching  into 
Franklin,  Hood  had  his  forces  massed  so  solidly 
on  a high  knoll,  that  three  out  of  the  four  men 
at  the  gun  on  which  our  subject  served  were 
killed,  he  alone  surviving.  They  held  the  Con- 
federates at  bay  as  long  as  they  could;  but  it  be- 
came so  hot  the  captain  ordered  them  to  limber 
to  the  rear,  and  get  inside  the  line  of  works.  Mr. 
McCombs  had  not  time  to  put  up  equipments, 
but  carried  sponge-bucket  in  one  hand  and 
spionge-staff  in  the  other,  and,  while  marching  in. 
quite  a number  of  Hood's  men  followed  them  in- 
side the  breastworks.  It  was  a hard  fight  while 
they  were  at  it;  "but,”  Mr.  McCombs  says, 
“ the  ‘ Johnnies'  used  us  much  better  at  Frank- 
lin than  they  did  at  Stone  River,  where,  on  the 
third  day's  fight,  they  killed  about  half  of  our 
horses  and  took  four  of  our  guns.  It  was  a ter- 
rible slaughter,  and  after  the  conflict  was  over 
they  went  to  Nashville  and  drew  new  guns  and 
horses.”  Mr.  McCombs  and  his  "bunk-mate," 
H.  G.  Mercer,  grew  up  together  in  boyhood,  and 
served  together  throughout  the  war.  Mercer 
wras  Mr.  McCombs’  partner  when  his  tent  was 
blown  up  at  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  as 
related  above.  On  the  close  of  hostilities  our 
subject  was  discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn..  June 
13,  1865,  and  returned  home,  having  made  for 
himself  an  honorable  war  record,  of  which  he 
may  be  justly  proud. 

Mr.  McCombs  then  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  operating  a rented  farm  for 
seven  years,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  had  been  entered  by  his  uncle  from 
the  government  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre, 
since  which  time  it  has  never  passed  out  of  the 
family.  Nineteen  acres  had  already  been  im- 
proved, but  he  has  since  drained  the  tract,  using 
16,000  tile,  erected  a fine  house  at  a cost  of 
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$j,ioo,  built  fences,  and  set  out  a fine  orchard 
upon  his  land,  the  place  being  now  a credit  to 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  proprietor. 
On  February  ii,  i SOS,  he  married  Catherine 
Crom,  a daughter  of  John  Crorn,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Washington  township,  and  five  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union:  G.  E.,  who  died  at  I 

the  age  of  fourteen  months;  L.  A.,  a farmer  of  I 
Washington  township,  who  married  Martha 
Daniels,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons — George  and 
Harold;  J.  Chester,  a farmer,  at  home;  W.  H., 
who  is  still  under  the  parental  roof;  and  Id.  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The  un- 
wavering support  of  Mr.  McCombs  is  given  the 
Republican  party,  whose  principles  he  stanchly 
advocates,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  his 
township,  being  trustee  for  seven  years,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  school  director  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education.  His  religious 
belief  is  that  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
while  socially  he  is  connected  with  Walter  A. 
Wood  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Tontogany.  In  the 
summer  of  1895  he  attended  the  grand  encamp- 
ment at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

F.  M.  Cook.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Plain  township,  is 
well-known  as  a man  of  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise, and  also  as  a brave  soldier,  the  story  of 
whose  adventures  in  the  “Far  West,”  as  it  was 
called  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  reads  like 
some  tale  of  fiction.  He  has  no  need  to  recall 
fairy  stories  to  relate  to  the  children,  for  his  own 
experiences  are  quite  as  exciting  as  any  of  these, 
and  have  the  added  merit  of  being  true. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  April 
3,  1845,  to  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Huff)  Cook. 
His  father  was  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  ] 
December  12,  1816,  and  spent  his  younger  days 
in  Circleville.  Ohio.  He  came  to  Wood  county  j 
when  about  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  was 
here  married.  Soon  after  this  event,  in  1848, 
he  removed  to  Miami  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dealt  in 
stock,  driving  hogs  10  the  market  at  Cincinnati. 
He  was  a Whig  in  his  earlier  years,  but  afterward 
became  a Republican.  He  died  in  Indiana,  Sep- 
tember 23.  1870.  Henry  Cook,  the  father  of 
Robert  Cook,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1790,  and  ; 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  by  that 
means  became  a resident  of  Ohio.  He  was  a j 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  in  religion  was  a Uni-  j 
versalist.  He  died  in  Indiana  at  the  home. of  our  1 
subject’s  father.  His  family  comprised  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  grew  to  maturity:  i 
Robert;  Cervantes,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  ! 


Civil  war,  belonging  to  Company  B,  40th  Indi- 
ana, and  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  wounds 
received  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River;  Reason, 
who  died  in  Indiana;  Alvin,  who  wras  killed  by 
the  failing  of  a tree;  Melissa  married  George 
Gordon,  and  died  in  Kansas;  Catherine  married 
Joab  Gordon,  a brother  of  George;  Susanna  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Morehead,  and  died  in  Indiana. 
Henry  Cook  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
his  ancestors  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a daughter  of 

Henry  and  Huff,  who  were  natives  of 

England,  and  were  there  married.  She  was  also 
born  in  England,  and  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  who  grew  to  maturity.  Her  parents  came 
to  America  in  1832,  and  settled  at  Erie,  Penn., 
where  they  remained  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Liberty 
township,  and  later  in  Plain  township,  where  the 
father  died  in  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He 
did  not  vote  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
he  became  a Republican.  He  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  four 
children,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given: 
Adaline,  married  William  Lucas,  a.nd  died  in  In- 
diana. William  lives  in  Lake  county,  Ind.  ; he 
served  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  B,  40th 
Ind.,  and  was  wounded  at  Mission  Ridge,  but  did 
not  leave  the  army  until  the  war  was  over.  F. 
M.  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Mearing,  whose  sketch  will  be 
found  in  another  place.  Mr.  Cook  was  a child 
of  three  years  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Miami  county,  Ind.,  and  there  obtained  his  edu- 
cation, and  grew  to  manhood.  In  1 S04,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  138th  Ind.,  for  the  hundred- 
days’  service.  His  time  expired  when  he  was  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  he  re-enlisted  in  the  151st 
Ind.  regiment,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  wrar.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Indianapolis,  and  returned  home,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  then  went  west  with  the  pur- 
pose of  locating.  His  first  stop  was  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kans.,  which  at  that  time  was  a pretty 
rough  place,  being  infested  with  bushwhackers 
from  the  North  and  South,  who  had  congregated 
there.  Two  men  were  killed  the  first  night  Mr. 
Cook  was  in  the  town,  and,  although  he  remained 
there,  and  in  the  vicinity,  for  about  four  months, 
he  decided  to  find  some  other  place  in  which  to 
try  his  fortune. 

Mr.  Cook's  next  step  was  to  take  up  a claim 
on  the  Salmon  river,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  \u- 
gust,  of  the  same  t ear,  the  settlement  was  raided 
by  the  Indians.  They  killed  a number  of  the 
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u-hite  settlers,  and  took  the  women  and  children 
captives,  destroying  and  burning  the  cabins  and 
everything  within  their  way.  Gov.  Crawford,  of 
Kansas,  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  whites,  and 
organized  a company  of  young  men  to  follow  the 
savages  and  exterminate  them.  Our  subject 
was  one  of  these  volunteer  soldiers  who  com- 
posed what  was  known  as  the  19th  Kans.  Cav., 
and  on  September  20,  1868,  they  started  in  pur- 
suit of  the  red  men.  Driving  the  Indians  before 
them,  this  brave  band  swept  up  the  Salmon 
river,  finally  reaching  Fort  Hayes,  where  they 
were  met  by  gallant  “ Little  Phil  " Sheridan  and 
the  Jth  U.  S.  Cav.  ; this  little  army  then  was  ex- 
tended in  a line  from  Kansas  on  their  forward 
march,  determined  that  none  of  the  savagesshould 
escape  them.  The  latter  made  a stand  at  the 
Arknasas  river,  but  were  so  closely  pressed  that 
they  fled.  The  soldiers  all  massed  at  Camp 
Supply,  and,  under  the  command  of  the  lamented 
Gen.  Custer,  marched  sixty  miles  south  of  Wolf 
creek  and  struck  the  river,  on  whose  banks  the 
Indians  were  encamped.  The  troops  attacked 
them  before  daylight,  taking  them  by  surprise 
and  capturing  all  who  were  not  killed.  The 
prisoners  were  marched  back  to  Camp  Supply, 
and  a few  days  later  some  of  the  soldiers  returned 
to  the  battle  field  to  care  for  the  dead,  but  found 
only  the  bones  of  their  comrades,  the  wolves  hav- 
ing destroyed  the  bodies. 

Mr.  Cook  was  one  of  a company  of  men  de- 
tailed to  accompany  a train  of  five  hundred  wagons 
sent  to  F'ort  Hayes,  five  hundred  miles  distant,  for 
supplies.  On  the  way  they  met  a band  of  rov- 
ing savages,  and  sent  two  men  back  to  report  the 
fact  at  headquarters.  On  the  return  of  the  ex- 
pedition they  found  the  head  of  one  of  these  men 
in  one  place  and  parts  of  his  body  in  other 
places,  arid  later  the  other  man  was  found  tied 
to  a tree,  his  body  full  of  arrows.  Both  had 
been  killed  by  these  terrible  scourges  of  the 
Plains.  In  addition  to  the  other  hardships  of 
this  never-to-be-forgotten  trip,  the  teamsters 
drove  both  ways  in  a blizzard.  Many  other  most 
thrilling  and  interesting  incidents  are  related  bv 
our  subject,  of  his  experiences  during  this  wild 
'•'fe  014  the  Western  frontiers.  Among  other 
things  he  saw  herds  of  buffialos,  so  numerous 
that  no  team  or  horseman  could  drive  through 
them,  and  containing  thousands  of  these  great 
animals.  Mr.  Cook  remained  with  the  arrnv  in  the 
West  until  June  19,  1869,  when  he  went  to  Kansas 
* 'ty  and  worked  in  a woolen-mill  t!v  tv  for  a 
year.  On  the  death  ol  his  father  in  1870,  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Indiana,  and  took 
charge  of  affairs.  He  succeeded  his  father  as 


justice  of  the  peace,  in  Miami  county,  holding 
the  office  for  eight  years.  In  1881  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home. 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  November  4,  1875,  to 
Miss  Martha  E.  Paul,  who  was  born  September 
30,  1856,  and  they  have  two  children,  Glenn  C. 
born  August  7,  1876,  and  James  H..  born  July 
7,  1883.  Mr.  Cook  is  a Republican,  a member 
of  the  G.  A.  R. , and  is  popular  among  his  ac- 
quaintances. 

George  H.  Speck.  Among  the  newspaper 
| men  of  northwestern  Ohio,  few  have  a wider  ac- 
quaintance than  the  popular  editor  and  pro- 
; prietor  of  the  Pemberville  Leader.  At  the  time 
| he  assumed  the  management  of  the  paper,  the 
tide  of  its  fortunes  was  at  a very  low  ebb,  but 
his  energy  and  tact  have  succeeded  in  gainingfor 
it  a place  among  the  most  prosperous  journals  of 
Wood  county.  Possessing  an  inexhaustible  fund 
of  humor,  together  with  a wide  range  of  infor- 
mation upon  topics  of  every  nature,  he  is  well  fit- 
ted for  the  responsible  position  he  holds. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  origi- 
j nated  in  Germany,  where  his  great-grandfather, 

I Godfrey  Augustus  Speck,  was  born  in  1754,  and 
! whence  he  emigrated  to  America.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Townsend,  was 
j born  in  September,  1763,  and  passed  away  De- 
cember 13,  1815.  His  death  occurred  December 
I 24,  1 828.  Among  their  eight  children  was  Au- 
j gustus,  our  subject's  grandfather,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  December  13,  17S7,  and  died  in 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  June  12,  1870.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Reed,  was  born  April  22,  17S9,  and 
died  August  7,  1875.  Their  family  consisted  of 
1 eleven  children. 

On  his  mother’s  side  our  subject  traces  his 
ancestry  to  Benjamin  Idiskett,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  died  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  A son 
of  the  latter,  Norval  Valentine  Hisketi.  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  was  born  in  Loudon  county, 

1 Virginia,  February  15,  1S05,  and  died  in  Morrow 
county,  Ohio,  in  1852.  He  married  Massey 
Nichol,  who  was  born  December  13.  1811.  and 
passed  aw  a}'  April  19,  1844.  Isaac  G.  Speck, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  near  West- 
chester, Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio.  April  ti.  1832. 
and  is  a merchant  by  occupation.  At  Carding- 
ton,  Ohio,  June  23,  1S33,  lie  married  Matilda 
Ann  Hiskett,  who  was  born  near  Mt.  Gilead, 
Morrow  Co.,  Ohio.  March  3.  it  30.  Tries 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namelv: 
John  F.,  who  was  born  july  17,  1854;  Sarah  E., 
February  16,  1856;  Mary  V.,  born  |une  14,  1857. 
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and  died  July  23,  1S57;  Eda  A.,  born  July  18, 
1858;  Ira  E.,  July  4,  i860;  Ocenie  B.,  January 
4,  1862;  George  H.,  June  8,  1865;  Charles  E., 
May  21,  1867;  Clarence  C. , who  was  born  Au- 
gust 27,  1 87 5,  and  passed  away  September  12, 
1879;  and  Clive  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  De- 
cember 5,  1 880. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Defiance  and  Green 
Spring,  Ohio,  our  subject  received  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  those  institutions  of  learn- 
ing afforded.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
entered  the  office  of  a newspaper  at  Green 
Spring,  the  “ Times ,”  and  though  he  commenced, 
with  the  humble  position  of  '“devil”,  soon 
worked  his  way  upward,  and  within  two  years 
was  local  editor  of  the  paper.  In  1 S S 5 he  be- 
came connected  with  the  Greenwich  Enterprise, 
of  which  he  was  editor  and  business  manager  for 
one  year.  In  1S87  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  for 
a year  and  a half  he  was  employed  in  a job  print-  1 
ing  office.  In  April.  1889,  he  came  to  Pernber- 
ville,  and  became  editor  of  the  Leader , of  which 
he  has  since  been  in  charge.  The  task  of  resur- 


not  an  easy  one;  but  he  applied  himself  to  it  with 
ardor,  and  soon  achieved  noteworthy  success. 
Besides  his  regular  newspaper  work,  he  has  a job 
printing  office,  and  turns  out  a very  superior 
quality  of  work.  While  the  Leader  is  independ- 
ent in  politics,  Mr.  Speck  himself  is  a stanch  ad- 
vocate of  Republican  principles,  and  always 
casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  that 
party.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  K.  O.  T.  M., 
and  in  religious  belief  is  a Methodist.  His  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  at  Lima,  Ohio,  June  12, 
1 888,  his  wife  being  Miss  Cora  Ann  Smith.  They 
have  lost  one  child  by  death,  and  have  two  sons 
living,  Clayton  S.,  and  Claire  H. 

S.  P.  Hathaway  has  the  reputation  of  a 
strictly  first-class  business  man,  reliable  and 
energetic,  and  is  a citizen  of  whom  Wood  county 
may  justly  be  proud.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
merchants  of  Luckey,  having  begun  business 
therein  1872,  and  in  1881  erected  a two-story 
building,  which  burned  down  in  1893,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  at  once  rebuilt-  it,  and 
now  has  a substantial  two-story  brick  block,  in 
which  he  is  doing  a large  and  lucrative  business. 

A native  of  Wood  county,  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
born  in  Webster  township  October  6.  1847,  and 
is  a son  of  Isaac  M.  and  Nancy  (Stevens  Hatha- 
way, the  former  a resident  of  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  1822,  and  in  his 


native  county  he  acquired  his  education,  after 
which,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came  to 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  with  his 
parents,  Daniel  and  Polly  (Merricks)  Hathaway, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Fall  River,  Mass, 
i About  1820  the  grandparents  of  our  subject  re- 
1 moved  to  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  later  came  to 
Montgomery  township,  this  county,  where  they 
opened  up  a farm;  for  many  years  made  their 
home  in  Webster  township,  W ood  county,  where 
the  grandfather  died  in  1856,  and  his  wife  in  18S0. 
He  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  By 
trade  the  father  was  a shoemaker,  but  also  car- 
ried on  farming.  In  Webster  township  he 
enlisted,  in  1861,  as  a member  of  Company  K, 
2 1 st  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  being  musrered 
in  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  served  in  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland.  At  the  close  of  his  term  he  re- 
enlisted in  the  same  company  and  regiment,  and 
was  killed  on  May  31,  1864,  at  New  Hope 

Church.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Luckey.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
in  their  family  of  six  children,  the  others  being 
James  and  John,  both  of  Luckey;  Mary,  who 
died  in  Webster  township; Mrs.  Elizabeth  Nichols, 
of  Michigan;  and  Mrs.  Lasetta  Hibbs,  of  Auburn- 
dale,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio. 

S.  P.  Hathaway  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Webster  township,  but 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  although 
quite  young,  he  laid  aside  civ  pursuits,  and  in 
1864  joined  Company  K,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  enlisting 
for  three  years  or  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  was  assigned  to  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland.  He  participated  in  many  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes,  including  the  engagements  at 
Buzzard’s  Roost,  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Resaca, 
Kingston,  Kenesaw,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  siege  o 
Savannah,  went  in  pursuit  of  Hood,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea. 
He  was  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  being  in  the 
battles  of  Averyboro  and  Bentonville,  and  at  the 
latter  place  was  taken  prisoner  He  was  confined 
at  Danville  and  Richmond.  On  being  discharged 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  June,  1S65,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Webster  township,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  a time.  At  Toledo,  in  1866, 
he  joined  the  regular  army,  and  during  the  three 
years  of  his  service  was  stationed  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Fort  Randall  and  Fort  Sully,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Wood  countv. 

On  August  20,  1873,  Mr.  Hathaway  was  mar- 
ried to  Delila  (Bochman)  Kinney,  and  to  the 
marriage  was  born  a daughter,  Mary  (Mrs.  Clem 
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Eberhart),  September  7,  1874.  She  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Luckey  and  of  Albion, 
Inch,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
and  has  one  child,  Gertrude. 

In  1878,  in  Troy  township,  Mr.  Hathaway 
was  'the  second  time  married,  this  time  to  Miss 
Mary  Bushnell,  a native  of  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  William  and  Emily 
(Clough)  Bushnell,  who  were  early  pioneers  of 
Troy  township,  and  are  both  now  deceased.  The 
lady  is  a sincere  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Hathaway  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  served 
acceptably  as  postmaster  under  both  Harrison 
and  Garfield,  and  is  a notary  public  of  Troy 
township.  He  belongs  to  Benedict  Post,  Xo.  26, 
G.  A.  R. , at  Pemberville,  in  which  he  has  rilled 
the  chair  of  quartermaster-sergeant,  and  is  a 
member  of  Freedom  Lodge  Xo.  127,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Personally  and  in  a business  sense  he  is  popular 
among  his  townsmen,  and  considered  a valuable 
addition  to  the  community. 

J.  E.  Sommers,  M.  U.  This  well-known  and 
popular  physician  of  Xorth  Baltimore  was  born 
May  22,  1854,  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  while  his 
parents  were  on  their  way  to  this  country  from 
Germany.  He  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Ro- 
sina  (Groli)  Sommers,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Wittenberg,  Germany. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  on  a farm 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until 
1861,  when  they  moved  to  Wood  county,  taking 
no  their  residence  in  Portage  township.  The 
tear  following  Mr.  Sommers  offered  his  serv- 
ices in  defense  of  the  flag  of  his  adopted  coun- 
try, enlisting  in  Company  I,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  and 
serving  as  a private  for  three  years.  In  all  this 
time  he  was  not  wounded,  but  contracted  rheu- 
matism from  which  he  was  a sufferer  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  1821,  and  died 
111  1878  in  the  prime  of  life.  His  wife,  who  was 
horn  in  1829,  is  still  living  in  Xorth  Baltimore, 
hour  children  comprised  their  family,  as  follows: 
J-  F. , the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob,  living  in 
Henry  township;  Frederick,  also  in  Xorth.  Balti- 
more; and  Christina,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Knight,  of  Portage,  and  is  deceased.  The  par- 
' nts  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
■dthough  the  mother  is  now  connected  with  the 
* Kristian  Church  at  Mungen. 

■Fir  subject  was  seven  years  old  when  his 
parents  took  up  their  residence  in  Wood  county, 

here  he  attended  the  public  schools,  acquir- 

U1g  a good  common-school  education.  In  1889 
so 


he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Bry- 
ant, of  Toledo,  afterward  attending  the  Cincin- 
nati Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  June,  1892,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
began  his  professional  career  in  Xorth  Baltimore 
soon  after  his  graduation,  and  in  a short  time  has 
built  up  an  extensive  practice.  He  is  a man  of 
tine  ability,  a close  student,  and  has  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  a most  necessary  factor  in 
the  success  of  a physician.  He  is  also  popular 
on  account  of  his  genial  ways  and  many  excellent 
qualities  as  a neighbor  and  friend. 

Dr.  Sommers  was  first  married,  in  187S,  to 
Miss  Clara  Wallace,  who  died  a little  more  than 
two  years  after  her  marriage,  leaving  one  child, 
Henry.  The  Doctor  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Rebecca  McCrory,  of  Liberty  township,  who 
was  born  June  3,  1852.  She  has  one  child, 
Mary,  by  her  first  marriage,  and  one  by  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject,  Floyd.  Dr.  Sommers  be- 
longs to  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Eclectic  Medical 
Association,  and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Associ- 
ation, and  is  medical  examiner  for  the  lodge  of 
Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Xorth  Baltimore.  He 
is  a Democrat  politically,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  at  Xorth  Baltimore.  In  addition  to  his 
practice,  he  looks  after  a tract  of  land  which  he 
has  leased  to  the  Ohio  Oil  Co.,  and  on  which  he 
has  placed  many  improvements.  He  also  owns 
city  property  in  Xorth  Baltimore,  and  the  Colum- 
bia Drug  Store,  in  the  same  city,  which  is  con- 
ducted by  a professional  pharmacist,  F.  M.  Hoff- 
man, the  Doctor’s  time  being  entirely  taken  up 
with  his  extensive  practice. 

Marshall  R.  Gokrill  owns  and  controls 
one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Middleton  town- 
ship, being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber and  staves  at  Dowling.  Fully  in  sympathy 
with  the  spirit  of  progress  and  enterprise  charac- 
teristic of  the  age.  he  carries  forward  his  business 
interests  with  energy  and  perseverance,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  commercial  circles  in  his  locality. 

Mr.  Gorrill  is  one  cf  the  native  sons  of  the 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Troy  town- 
ship, August  3,  1854.  His  father,  Thomas  Gor- 
rill, was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  in  [807, 
and  about  the  year  1830  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Center  township,  this 
countv.  Subsequently  he  removed  t > Tro\ 
township,  where  he  - nr.'  la  claim  of  2 ' uv  . 
which  lie  cultivated  and  improved.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Barr,  a native  of  Peru.  Ohio, 
and  they  had  eight  children:  Robert  \\  . , a con- 
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tractor  and  farmer;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Wesley 
Thurston,  a lawyer  of  Toledo;  Marshall  R.; 
Samuel  B.,  Thomas  A.,  and  Henry  L. , James 
C. , all  four  now  deceased;  and  Mary  G.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  S.  Smith,  of  Elmore,  Ohio. 
Two  of  the  sons — Samuel  B.  and  Thomas  A. — 
were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  the  former  serving 
in  the  189th  O.  V.  I.  some  nine  months;  Thomas 
A.,  who  had  a gallant  record,  served  three  years 
in  all,  first  in  the  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  but  on  April  8, 
1865,  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  in  the 
189th  O.  V.  I.,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
with  his  regiment  at  the  close  of  the  campaign. 
The  father  of  this  family  served  as  county  com- 
missioner of  Wood  county  for  several  years,  was 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Troy  township,  and  was 
an  honored,  respected  man.  In  his  political  re- 
lationship he  gave  an  unswerving  support  to  the 
Republican  party.  His  death  occurred  in  1874, 
that  of  his  wife  in  1S80. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Troy  township, 
and  in  the  Normal  Schools  at  Fostoria  and  Berea. 
For  several  terms  he  taught  school,  and  then 
worked  on  the  home  farm  until  1881,  when  he 
and  his  brother,  Samuel  B.,  built  a hoop  and 
stave  factory  at  Stony  Ridge,  this  county,  ex- 
pending thereon  some  $4,000.  On  July  26, 
1885,  they  were  burned  out,  and,  unfortu- 
nately, were  uninsured;  but  with  characteristic 
energy,  they  in  the  following  year  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  staves  and  hoops,  at  Dowling, 
furnishing  employment  to  from  twenty-five  to 
forty  hands.  On  December  31,  1890,  Samuel  B. 
died  from  injuries  received  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month,  being  crushed  by  a log,  and  then 
Marshall  R.  assumed  exclusive  control  of  the 
business,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  well- 
merited  and  gratifying  success,  shipping  the  prod- 
uct of  his  factory  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  In 
addition  to  this  he  is  interested  in  the  oil  indus- 
try, being  a director  in  the  Dunbridge  Oil  Co., 
who  have  ten  wells  in  operation  at  present,  and 
contemplate  drilling  more  in  the  near  future. 
Mr.  Gorriil  also  owns  and  manages  120  acres  of 
land  in  Middleton  township. 

On  January  25,  1887,  Marshall  R.  Gorriil  was 
married  to  Ida  A.  Cast,  daughter  of  G.eorge  W. 
and  Elizabeth  (Lahman)  Cast,  of  Troy  township. 
They  are  farming  people,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
married  in  Ohio,  and  in  1887  moved  to  Alabama 
where  they  are  now  making  their  home.  They 
had  a family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living — Mrs.  Gorriil,  and  John  Me.,  who  is  a 
merchant  at  Huntsville,  Ala.;  Emery,  Joseph, 
George  and  Anna  are  deceased.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gorriil  have  been  born  two  children;  Irvin 


1 A.,  May  8,  1889;  and  Grace,  March  13,  1893. 

I Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  so- 
ciallv  is  affiliated  with  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  123, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Perrysburg,  also  of  Fort  Meigs 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Perrysburg.  He  holds 
membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  serving  as  steward  and  trustee 
therein. 

Sidney  B.  Van  Tassel,  who  occupies  a fine 
and  well- improved  farm  in  Washington  township, 
is  numbered  among  its  well-to-do  farmers,  and 
from  a small  beginning  has  gradually  worked 
his  way  upward,  making  all  that  he  now  possesses 
by  his  own  well-directed  and  persevering  efforts. 
He  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
North  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  November  30, 
1S30,  and  is  a son  of  Luke  and  Sallie  (Richmond) 
Van  Tassel. 

The  father  was  born  in  1795  111  Nhwv  York,  of 
Holland  parentage,  while  the  mother’s  birth  oc- 
curred in  Rhode  Island,  in  1800.  They  were 
married  in  1818,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven 
children:  Amelia,  widow  of  A.  FI.  Plant,  of 

Maumee,  Ohio;  Lyman,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1820,  and  resides  with  our  subject;  Isaac 
and  Olive,  both  deceased ; Ann,  a resident  of 
Wood  county,  and  the  widow  of  Josiah  Ruder; 
Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Hiram  West;  Silas,  a 
farmer  of  McClure,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio:  Sidney  B. 
and  Leroy  A.,  both  farmers;  human,  who 
works  for  the  Toledo  Blade , and  resides  in  Bowl- 
ing Green;  and  Reuben,  also  a resident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  on  coming  to  Ohio  in  1837,  located 
in  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  but  alter  one 
year  removed  to  an  Indian  mission  farm,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Maumee  river,  at  the  mouth  of  T011- 
togany  creek,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four 
years.  His  death  occurred  December  2,  i860, 
on  his  farm  of  sixty  acres,  one  mile  north  of  the 
present  home  of  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
in  September,  1874. 

Sidney  B.  Van  Tassel  (during  the  family's 
residence  at  the  Indian  mission,  he  found  as  Iris 
playmates  the  little  Indians)  obtained  his  liter- 
ary education  in  the  district  schools  of  Washing- 
ton township,  and  besides  aiding  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  also  worked  for  others,  his  wages 
going  toward  the  support  of  the  family  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  then  had  no 
capital  with  which  to  start  out  in  life,  owning 
nothing  but  his  clothes.  At  first  he  rented  land, 
and  besides  general  farming  began  raising  stock 
both  horses  and  mules.  He  finally  sold  enough 
of  his  stock  to  purchase  forty  acres  of  the  land 
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on  which  he  now  makes  his  home,  though  he 
continued  to  operate  rented  land  for  several 
years,  and,  in  the  meantime,  however,  he  cleared 
eleven  acres  of  his  tract,  to  which  he  subse- 
quently added  twenty  acres,  and,  as  his  financial 
resources  increased,  added  still  another  tract  of 
thirty  acres.  With  the  exception  of  five  acres  of 
timber  land,  his  place  is  now  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  improved  with  good  buildings,  and 
is  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  neighborhood. 
For  the  past  five  years  he  has  also  dealt  in  Jer- 
sey cattle,  having  now  a fine  herd  of  thirteen. 
He  also  gave  some  attention  to  sheep  raising, 
having  as  many  as  two  hundred  in  his  flocks,  but 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  wool  has  given  up  that 
enterprise. 

In  1855  Mr.  Van  Tassel  married  Jane  Ann 
McCauley,  a daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Betsy 
(Hart)  McCauley,  farming  people  of  Washington 
township.  One  daughter  graced  this  union — Ann 
Elizabeth,  born  June  7,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Mawer,  a farmer  of  Washington  township,  bv 
whom  she  had  four  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  still  living — Septimus  and  Sidney  R-  Mrs. 
Van  Tassel  died  in  June,  18S4.  For  his  second 
wife  our  subject  married  Letta  Moore  on  August 
9,  1887,  and  they  have  a daughter,  Jennie,  born 
in  June,  1888.  Miss  Moore  was  the  daughter  of 
J.  C.  and  Mary  Ann  (Green)  Moore,  and  by  her 
first  marriage  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children — Hattie  May,  born 
August  9,  1883;  and  Cecil  Urania,  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1885.  Mr.  Moore,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Van  Tassel,  was  formerly  a prominent  farmer  of 
Washington  township,  but  later  engaged  as  a 
machinist  in  Blissfield,  Mich.  In  his  family 
were  five  children:  Ellen,  wife  of  A.  O.  Neifer, 

of  Weston  township,  Wood  county;  Sarah 
Frances,  wife  of  John  Bullis,  of  Tennessee;  Hat- 
tie, wife  of  D.  C.  Credicott,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  J.  W. , a farmer  residing  in  the  southern 
part  of  Missouri;  and  Mrs.  Van  Tassel.  The  fa- 
ther now  makes  his  home  in  Weston,  Ohio,  but 
the  mother  departed  this  life  February  16,  1884. 
She  was  born  in  England  in  1821,  and  when 
quite  young  was  brought  to  America  by  her  par- 
ents; her  mother  died  when  she  was  but  eleven 
years  of  age,  leaving  her  and  her  father  the  care 
(,f  six  children,  with  the  Indians  of  the  neighbor- 
hood as  their  only  advisors. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Van  Tassel  was  a 
strong  Republican,  but  later  voted  the  Demo- 
' latic  ticket,  and  now  intends  to  give  his  alle- 
giance to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Peoples 
party,  whose  principles  he  strongly  endorses, 
bor  two  terms  he  served  as  trustee,  was  consta- 


ble seven  years,  and  for  a number  of  years  was 
school  director,  ever  discharging  his  various  duties 
with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Socially,  lie  holds 
membership  with  Tontogany  Lodge  No.  755,  I. 
O.  O.  F. , and  formerly  was  a member  of  the 
Grange,  of  which  for  two  terms  he  served  as  mas- 
ter, and  the  same  length  of  time  as  overseer.  His 
religious  belief  is  that  of  the  Spiritualists.  He 
has  ever  been  a hard-working,  industrious  man, 
and  well  deserves  the  success  which  now  crowns 
his  efforts.  Each  year,  on  August  16,  the  familv 
hold  a reunion. 

George  Robinson,  a farmer  and  fruit  raiser, 
of  Troy  township,  came  to  Wood  county  in  1870 
from  England,  his  native  land.  He  was  born  in 
1843,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  is  a son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Martha  (Wright)  Robinson,  who  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  five  still  living.  In 
order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Charles; 

George,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Sabina  Gatson,  of 
England;  Lizzie,  deceased;  and  Henry  and  Mrs. 
Salena  Howard,  alsQ  of  England.  The  father 
was  born  in  Haddenham,  Cambridgeshire,  fol- 
lowed gardening  as  a means  of  livelihood,  and 
died  in  his  native  land  in  1880.  The  mother  still 
survives,  and  has  never  left  England.  She  had 
a brother,  George  Wright,  who  came  to  Perrys- 
burg,  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  the  following  year  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
There  his  death  occurred,  in  1879,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1887,  at  the  same  place. 

Mr.  Robinson,  of  this  review,  received  the 
benefit  of  a common-school  education  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  was  otherwise  fitted  for  the  battle 
of  life.  At  Haddenham,  Cambridgeshire,  in  1 866. 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Whet- 
stone, a native  of  Cambridgeshire,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Frances  (Moxon)  Whetstone. 
Her  parents,  who  were  also  born  in  Cambridge- 
shire, crossed  the  Atlantic  in  r S7  r , locating  on  a 
farm  in  Des  Plaines  township,  Cook  Co.,  111.,  but 
in  1895  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  thev  now 
reside.  Seven  children  came  to  bless  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  but  Charles  died  in 
November,  1879,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
months.  Those  living  are:  Emilv  Jane;  Nathan 
George;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Hiram  Cabel,  of  Lime 
City,  Ohio;  James;  Salena;  and  George. 

In  1870  Mr.  Robinson  emigrated  to  the  New 
World,  locating  first  in  Perrvsburg,  where  he 
worked  for  some  time,  but  in  1884  removed  to 
his  present  farm,  where  he  owns  thirty-three  acres 
of  lime-stone  land.  He  gives  special  attention 
to  fruit  culture,  and  his  products  find  a readv  sale 
in  the  market.  He  is  not  an  active  politician. 
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but,  as  his  sentiments  and  beliefs  dictate,  votes  i 
with  the  Republican  party.  His  wife  is  a sincere 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Curtis  Plowright,  who  is  among  the  pros- 
perous young  farmers  of  Plain  township,  is  of  , 
English  descent,  his  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  1 
(Cross)  Plowright,  both  being  natives  of  that 
country.  Henry  Plowright  was  born  August  i, 
1821,  and  his  wife  July  21,  1829.  They  came 
to  America  in  1850,  first  settling  in  Huron  ! 
county,  Ohio,  and  fifteen  years  later  coming  to 
Wood  county,  where  Mr.  Plowright  purchased  a 
farm,  which  he  put  under  good  cultivation  and  i 
made  into  a valuable  piece  of  property.  He  died 
November  3,  1891,  and  his  wife  is  still  living. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol-  ; 
lows:  Susan  died  when  eight  years  old;  Bertha 

is  the  wife  of  L.  Stoots;  Elizabeth  married  J. 
Manges;  Willie  died  when  three  years  old;  Ida  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Krarnp;  Curtis  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Cora  is  the  wife  of  John  Philips;  Mary 
is  at  home. 

Curtis  Plowright  was  born  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  December  6,  1863,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm  in  Plain  township, 
where  he  obtained  a fair  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  was  married  October  6,  1887,  to 
Miss  Mary  Vernon,  whose  birth  took  place  in 
Plain  township,  January  28,  1863.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Ethel 

A.,  born  March  I,  1889;  Otho  C.,  October  1 1, 
1892;  and  Harold  V.,  May  18,  1894.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Plowright  settled  on  ten  acres  of 
land  which  he  owned  in  Plain  township,  and  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  purchased  from  the 
heirs  the  old  homestead  on  which  he  has  since 
resided.  He  is  a man  of  much  energy  and 
enterprise,  and  has  made  a success  of  farming,  : 
being  considered  one  of  the  best  and  most 
\ thrifty  of  the  younger  class  of  agriculturists  in 
the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist, 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his 
party.  He  is  a man  of  integrity,  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  associates,  and  with  his  amiable 
wife  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  community. 

Myron  Chamberlain,  a prominent  educator 
| of  Wood  county,  and  one  of  the  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  Webster  township,  was  born  in  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  November  11,  1S49. 

His  father,  Luther  Chamberlain,  was  a native 
of  Ontario,  Canada;  but  in  early  manhood  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  purchased  sixtv  acres  of  land 
in  Lorain  count}',  where  lie  remained  somevears. 


afterward  removing  to  Hardin  county.  Here  he 
continued  his  occupation'  of  farming  until  1877, 
when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  anc!  bought  a 
farm  in  Webster  township.  He  was  married  in 
184S  to  Miss  Emily  Smith,  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  eldest.  The  others  are  Jesse,  Willard,  Phil- 
lips, Louis,  Frank,  Bert  and  Lorin.  Both  par- 
ents are  still  living  at  the  old  homestead,  where 
our  subject's  father  has  been  for  years  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  Democratic  partv, 
and  an  active  worker  in  all  public  movements, 
and  especially  in  educational  affairs,  having  been 
school  director  for  many  terms. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  met  with  a sad  accident  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  while  feeding  a cane-crusher 
with  his  hands,  both  were  caught  and  so  injured 
as  to  necessitate  their  amputation.  He  prepared 
for  teaching  as  a life  work,  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Normal  University  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and 
for  twenty -seven  years  has  followed  his  profes- 
sion. His  fine  mental  gifts  and  professional 
training  make  him  an  unusually  successful  in- 
structor, and  he  has  taught  in  every  district  in 
his  township  with  universal  satisfaction,  and  is 
still  teaching.  Through  his  own  efforts  he  has 
bought  and  paid  for  fifty-four  acres  of  the  finest 
land  in  Webster  township,  located  near  Fenton, 
and  most  of  it  is  under  cultivation.  On  April  3, 
1877,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  married  to  Miss  La- 
villa  Loomis,  of  Scotch  Ridge,  who  was  born 
June  5,  1850.  Six  children  were  born  to  them: 
George  L. , January  15,  1878;  Kenneth  and  Ben- 
jamin (twins);  Permelia  Ray,  Fred  and  Winn  E. 

Mrs.  Chamberlain  died  in  iSSS,  her  eailv  de- 
mise bringing  deep  grief  to  her  many  friends  as 
well  as  to  the  smaller  home  circle,  who  miss  her 
loving  ministrations.  In  all  public  affairs  Mr. 
Chamberlain’s  advice  and  influence  are  given  to 
the  side  of  progress.  As  a justice  of  the  peace, 
he  has  served  the  people  of  his  township  for  three 
years  with  ability  and  impartiality. 

George  W.  Hartman,  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  Plain  township,  was  born  in  Center  town- 
ship, May  26,  1841.  He  grew  up  on  his  father’s 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  place.  In  1S63  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  67th  Regiment,  O.  V.  V.  I.,  for 
the  Union  cause,  ami  served  nearlv  two  years, 
doing  duty  at  the  siege  of  Richmond,  Va.,  where 
his  regiment  was  under  fire  for  nearlv  a whole 
summer.  The  67th  was  kept  in  Virginia,  getting 
the  State  under  martial  rule,  until  December  19. 
1865,  at  which  time  Mr.  Hartman  was  discharged. 
He  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  without 
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receiving  a wound.  After  the  war  he  sheathed 
his  sword,  came  home  and  returned  to  pursuits 
of  peace.  Shortly  after  he  returned  he  bought 
his  present  excellent  farm  in  Plain  township,  j 
He  was  married  in  October,  1871,  to  Miss  Bar-  1 
bara  Apel,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  Erie  Co.,  ■ 
Ohio,  March  27,  1849.  They  have  had  three  j 
children:  John,  born  May  21,  1873,  died  June 

6,  1895;  Walter,  born  November  19,  1878;  and 
Irene,  born  March  18,  1S81. 

Mr.  Hartman  has  continued  to  live  upon  his 
present  farm  since  the  war,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  stock  and  grain  raising,  his  farm 
giving  evidence  of  careful  cultivation.  It  is  fer- 
tile, and  capable  of  producing  a large  amount  of 
grain.  Our  subject-ts  recognized  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  one  of  the  opulent  men  of  the  county. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican. 

Jacob  Hartman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  Germany,  May  26, 
1808.  He  came  to  America  when  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  married  Miss  Margaret 
Listenburger,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
w'ho  is  still  alive.  They  moved  to  Perrysburg  in 
1833,  later  to  Center  township,  where  they  made 
their  home. 

Elliot  M.  Warner,  who  is  engaged  in  fruit 
culture  in  Ross  township,  belongs  to  a family  that 
was  early  established  in  Connecticut.  Near  New 
Milford,  that  State,  his  grandfather,  Martin 
Warner,  was  born  April  27,  1781,  and  was  the 
third  of  five  sons  born  to  Martin  Warner,  Sr., 
the  others  being,  Orange;  Solomon,  who  was 
married  and  had  one  son,  Asa;  Ruggles,  who  had 
two  sons,  Ashbel  and  Hiram,  both  of  whom  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College;  and  Lemuel,  who  also  had 
two  sons,  Luzon  and  Elmer.  There  were  also 
two  sisters  in  the  family,  one  of  whom  married  a 
son  of  Rev.  Brooks,  a Congregational  minister, 
for  whom  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  was  named. 

On  November  20,  1803.  the  grandfather  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Nancy  Hart,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Anne  Hart,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children — Elliot,  Henry, 
Martin,  John  IT,  George  L. , Mary,  Eliza,  Har-  i 
n<:t.  Margaret,  and  Sarah,  who  were  born  in 
Brookfield,  Derby,  and  Huntington,  Conn.  In  i 
1 8otj  the  grandfather  began  farming  on  a thirty-  1 
three-acre  tract,  two  miles  northeast  of  Brook- 
h'-ld,  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  and  twenty- 
three  miles  from  Bridgeport.  In  r S 1 r , in  coni- 
P my  with  his  father-in-law,  lie  built  a schooner 

170  tons  burden,  which  was  sailed  by  Lewis  ! 
Mart,  and  in  the  war  of  1812  was  shot  and  fired  ! 
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by  the  British,  off  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  but,  after 
being  run  down,  the  fire  ._j.vas  extinguished,  and 
the  vessel  saved.  It  was  named  the  “Nancy.  ’ 
and  was  partly  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Nan- 
tucket Island,  but  was  repaired  at  a cost  of 
$300.00.  Martin  Warner  removed  to  Derby, 
Conn.,  in  April.  1S15,  where  he  engaged  in  dis- 
tilling rum  and  whisky,  which  at  that  time  was 
thought  to  be  consistent  in  a Christian  and  dea- 
con in  the  Church.  Reverses  of  fortune  followed, 
and  in  November,  1823,  he  w’ent  to  Rochester. 
N.  Y. , making  the  journey  partially  by  canal, 
which  became  frozen.  On  january  1,  1824,  he 
proceeded  to  Black  Rock;  but  on  May  1,  re- 
moved to  Buffalo,  locating  on  Pearl  street,  one 
and  a half  squares  northwest  of  the  junction  of 
Main  and  Niagara  streets.  His  wife  and  three 
children  had  joined  him  at  Black  Rock,  and  the 
same  year  they  removed  to  Lyons,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  carpentering.  In 
1824,  his  son  Elliot  sailed  as  cabin  boy  on  the 
“Red  Jacket"  and  the  “ Erie,”  the  former  of 
which  was  sent  over  the  Falls  with  a black  bear 
onboard.  In  1827,  the  grandfather  purchased 
1 19  acres  in  Rose  township,  Wayne  county,  for 
$6.00  per  acre;  but  in  September,  1833,  with 
his  son,  Elliot,  and  his  son-in-law,  James  Barber, 
he  came,  by  way  of  Buffalo  and  Lake  Erie,  to 
Perrysburg,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  However,  in  the 
latter  part  of  October  of  the  same  year,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  and  the  family  came  by 
way  of  Detroit  to  Perrysburg  on  Capt.  Asa 
Hart’s  schooner.  The  grandfather  built  the  first 
frame  dwelling  in  Washington  township,  \\  ood 
county,  in  which  religious  services  were  held  in 
1835  and  1836,  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Woodbury, 
who  organized  a class  of  Presbyterians  in  Plain 
township,  Martin  Warner  and  Jacob  Minton  be- 
coming deacons.  In  1S38  a house  of  worship 
was  erected  in  Section  12,  Plain  township.  In 
Washington  township  the  grandfather  departed 
this  life  November  14,  1834. 

Henry  Warner,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
learned  the  hatter’s  trade,  of  Van  Yorhes.  at 
Lyons,  N.  Y.,  in  1827,  and  came  with  ihe  family 
to  Wood  county  in  1835.  He  was  born  M iron 
11,  1 S 1 1 , and  died  April  24,  1S94.  On  January 
19,  1841,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Jane 
Elizabeth  Wright,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Hardin  county,  Ky. . in  June,  1820,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children — Liberty  P. , born  May 
1 i,  1842,  became  a member  of  the  21st  O.  \ . I.. 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chickarnauga;  Elliot  M.  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Eliza  J.,  born  November  23,  1845,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Allen;  Mary  W., 
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born  September  15,  1847,  is  now  Mrs.  William 
Rhymers,  living  at  895  Bancroft  street;  and  Hat- 
tie, who  was  born  November  20,  1851,  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  For  twenty-two  years  the 
father  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  min- 
istry, preaching  at  the  following  places  in  this 
state — Findlay,  Bucyrus,  Congress,  Copley, 

Doylestown,  Fostoria,  Mt.  Blanchard,  Mellmore, 
Port  Clinton,  Bryan,  Sylvania  and  Waterville. 
In  September,  1 S 5 9,  he  located  in  Washington 
township,  Wood  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  retired  to 
Perrysburg,  where  he  resided  for  twenty  years. 
He  was  a conscientious  Christian  gentleman,  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him. 

Elliot  M.  Warner,  whose  name  introduces 
thissketch,  was  born  January  23,  1844,  in  Waynes- 
burg,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  On  attaining  to  man's 
estate,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  E.  Brown,  who 
was  born  on  Beaver  creek,  in  Weston  township, 
Wood  county,  in  November,  1843,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Brown,  of  Grand  Rapids 
township,  this  county.  They  now  have  three 
children — Howard  N.,  a fruit  grower,  born  De- 
cember 25,  1872;  Otis  Arthur,  also  a fruit  grow- 
er, born  March  26,  1874;  and  Jennie  E.,  all  at 
home.  Until  1874,  Mr.  Warner  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming,  but  since  that  time 
has  engaged  in  fruit  culture,  at  first  having 
twenty-five  acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
fifty-seven  acres,  winch  he  has  thoroughly  cleared, 
drained,  and  erected  thereon  good  buildings,  in- 
cluding a fine  residence.  The  following  is  the 
, average  production  of  his  fruit  farm — 500  bushels 

of  peaches,  400  of  pears,  125  of  plums,  100  of 
apples,  60  of  cherries,  25  of  currants,  10  of 
quinces,  8 of  gooseberries,  and  4 tons  of  grapes, 
all  of  the  best  varieties.  He  rents  the  remainder 
of  his  farm,  for  which  he  receives  one-third  of 
the  crop  raised,  and  his  corn  generally  yields  100 
bushels  to  the  acre. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a member  of  the  Clark  street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Toledo.  Ohio, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  class  leader; 
has  always  been  a Republican  in  politics,  to  which 
party  his  ancestors  also  belonged,  after  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Whig  party,  which  they  had  for- 
merly supported.  For  sixteen  years  he  capably 
served  as  trustee  of  his  township,  and  for  several 
years  was  also  school  director. 

On  May  2,  1864,  Mr.  Warner  enlisted  at 
Perrysburg  in  Company  B,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Lieut.  Miller,  Capt.  Luther  Black  and  Col. 
•i  Hunt,  and  participated  in  the  engagements  at 
Monocacy,  Md.,  and  Berryville,  Va.  Out  of 
seventeen,  twelve  were  captured  by  the  Rebels, 


our  subject  being  among  the  five  who  escaped, 
and  in  September,  1S64,  he  was  honorably  d is 
charged  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  now  holds 
membership  in  Ford  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R..  at 
East  Toledo.  His  brother  Liberty,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  was  buried 
in  the  National  Cemetery,  at  Chattanooga, 
among  the  thousands  marked  “ Unknown.  '’ 

Edward  Baldwin,  a prominent  and  well- 
known  grain  dealer  and  agriculturist,  of  Weston, 
was  born  November  28,  1843,  at  Townsend,  Hu- 
ron Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Watson  and 
Almira  (Church)  Baldwin. 

To  some  men  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail. 
Unkind  fortune  ma)'  buffet  them  about,  they  ma}- 
be  now  on  the  topmost  wave  of  prosperity  and 
to-morrow  in  the  depths  of  adversity,  but  their 
courage  never  falters,  and  obstacles  and  disap- 
pointments seem  to  bring  out  all  the  torce  of 
their  character,  and  to  incite  them  to  still  more 
strenuous  efforts.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  had  a 
checkered  career,  but,  thanks  to  his  undaunted 
energy  and  unflagging  perseverance,  he  has  con- 
quered all  difficulties,  and  sees  before  him  smooth 
sailing,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  The  history  of  such  a man  is  worth  reading 
for  the  lessons  it  teaches. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  November 
2,  1S05,  at  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  and  was  there 
married  April  15,  1 S 3 2 , to  Almira  Church,  who 
was  born  April  27,  1S14.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
also  kept  store  at  his  native  place.  In  1837,  he 
came  with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  Ohio, 
locating  at  Townsend,  Huron  county,  where  he 
bought  a large  farm.  This  he  carried  on  for  a 
year,  when,  owing  to  the  fact  that  another  person 
had  a prior  claim  on  the  property,  he  lost  it.  and 
all  he  possessed.  He  afterward  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  and  also  carried  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  potash.  In  1S46  he  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, makingthe  trip,  which  occupied  an  entire  week, 
with  an  ox-team.  He  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Portage  township,  afterward  buying  fifty 
acres  more  of  wild  land,  which  he  improved. 
He  resided  on  this  place  for  nine  years,  and  in 
1852,  when  our  subject  was  thirteen  years  old.  he 
removed  to  Weston  township.  Here,  he  carried  on 
the  manufacture  of  potash  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  then  rented  a farm.  He  traded  the  property, 
he  had  at  this  time  in  Weston,  for  a farm  east  of 
Portage,  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  Januaiy  1;,  1807.  IBs 
widow  then  disposed  of  tins  farm,  and  returned  to 
Weston,  where  she  purchased  property  and  re- 
sided until  her  death  in  1892. 
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The  four  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
in  Pennsylvania,  were:  Elinor  E. , born  Jan- 

uary 2 6,  i S 3 3 , who  died  in  infancy;  Ruth  Ann, 
born  March  2 1,  1834,  was  married  February  14, 
1854,  to  D.  A.  Gunn,  and  died  October  2 1 , 1873; 
Helen  E. , born  August  28,  1835,  was  married 
June  8,  1853,  to  Francis  Franklin,  and  died 

October  21,  1873;  Byron  C. , born  December  6, 
1836,  was  married  February  4,  1864,  to  Emeline 
Clark.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn., 
November  30,  1864.  The  flag  which  he  carried, 
and  which  was  stained  with  his  life’s  blood,  is 
now  in  the  Capitol  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The 
children  born  in  Ohio  were:  Charles  B.,  born 

August  1,  1839,  in  Townsend,  Huron  county, 
was  married  June  20,  1874,  at  Weston,  to  Miss 
Ella  Jeffery;  Abid  V.,  born  April  11,  1841,  was 
married  January  29,  1 866,  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Cas- 
well; Edward  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Wil- 
son M.,  born  March  22,  1845,  died  September 
25,  1855;  Mary  J. , born  February  12,  1848, 
died  July  23,  of  the  same  year;  Sarah  E.,  born 
June  13,  1849,  was  married  December  17,  1S68, 
to  John  Freyman,  and  died  October  7,  1881; 
Alice  G.,  born  June  28,  1852,  died  November  29, 
1852.  The  youngest  children  died  in  infancy. 
Of  this  family,  Charles,  Avid,  Edward  and  Will- 
iam were  born  in  Huron  county,  and  reside  in 
Wood  county. 

Edward  Baldwin  obtained  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Weston  and  Portage,*  at  which  he 
was  a student  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old, 
his  leisure  time  being  employed  in  assisting  his 
father  upon  the  farm.  After  leaving  school  the 
young  lad  determined  to  make  his  own  way  in 
world,  and,  following  the  advice  of  the  poet  to 
“seize  the  duty  that  lieth  nearest,”  he  took  up  the 
first  occupation  that  presented  itself,  which  was 
sawing  and  splitting  wood.  He  worked  at  this 
until  he  had  finished  six  cords  at  fifty  cents  a 
cord,  which,  at  the  rate  he  worked,  gave  him 
about  ten  cents  a day.  This  was,  however,  the 
means  of  getting  him  a good  job  in  a store,  the 
proprietor  of  which  admired  the  bov's  pluck. 
He  worked  for  this  man  three  years,  his  wages 
the  first  year  being  $5.00  a month,  $8.33  1-3  the 
second  year,  and  $12.00  the  third  year.  Out  of 
this  he  saved  $60.00,  with  which  he  speculated 
m produce  with  good  success,  making  $300  from 
fall  until  spring.  The  next  summer  he  bought 
potatoes  at  fifty  cents  a bushel,  on  the  advice  of 
a stranger,  who  promised  to  buy  them  of  him; 
hut  the  price  fell,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  shipped  them 
to  Cincinnati,  where  he  realized  $13.8  from  their 
sale. 


On  his  way  home  from  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Bald- 
win met  a stranger  who  entered  into  conversation 
with  him,  and  who  soon  discovered  from  the 
young  man’s  appearance  that  he  was  feeling 
rather  blue  and  discouraged.  He  inquired  into 
the  latter’s  history,  and  seemed  favorably  im- 
pressed with  his  story  and  his  evident  enterprise 
and  ambition,  and,  without  knowing  anything 
more  about  him,  advanced  him  $600,  taking  not 
even  a note  for  it,  and  advised  Mr.  Baldwin  to 
return  home  and  invest  the  money  in  hides. 
This  he  did,  and  the  result  of  the  transaction  was 
that  Mr.  Baldwin  made  $400  for  himself,  besides 
! paying  back  the  $600  loaned  him  by  his  new 
1 friend,  Mr.  May,  and  also  paid  the  latter  $50.00 
i for  the  use  of  the  money. 

Mr.  Baldwin  continued  buying  and  selling 
1 hides  until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Milton  Center 
I and  bought  a store.  This  he  carried  on  for  six 
months,  in  which  time  he  made  $2,000,  then 
built  a store  in  Weston,  and,  in  connection  with 
J.  E.  Clarke,  engaged  in  general  merchandising. 
At  the  end  of  a year  Mr.  Baldwin  sold  out  his  in- 
terest to  his  partner,  and  went  on  a farm,  which 
after  a couple  of  years  he  was  obliged  to  sell  on 
account  of  ill  health.  He  then  formed  a partner- 
ship with  W.  B.  Ladd,  in  the  hardware  business, 
and  subsequently  owned  a gristmill  which  he 
operated  for  twelve  years.  During  this  time  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  also  speculating  in  lands,  in  1870 
buying  the  120  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  for 
which  he  paid  $55.  per  acre.  On  this  property 
he  erected  a fine  dwelling  at  a cost  of  $3,  300, and 
engaged  in  general  farming  for  three  or  four 
years,  when  he  purchased  the  stock  of  goods  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Clarke,  afterward  trading  it  for 
200  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  present  home. 
This  gave  him  quite  an  extensive  farm;  but  ow- 
ing to  severe  winters  and  other  ill  fortune  he  lost 
$10,000.  His  next  enterprise  was  the  purchase 
of  a stock  of  goods  at  Mt.  Blanchard,  where  he 
carried  on  a store  for  six  months,  then  removing 
it  to  Weston,  and  traded  a farm  for  a stock  of 
goods  in  Columbus  Grove;  he  brought  that  to 
Weston,  and  in  1S84  Mr.  Baldwin  cleared  $10,- 
000,  in  his  business,  and  the  following  year,  $1 1,- 
000;  in  connection  with  the  store  he  handled 
stock  and  grain.  Fortune,  which  hitherto  had 
j smiled  upon  him,  now  turned  a cold  shoulder, 

: for,  in  the  following  three  years  he  lost  $42,000, 
owning  to  dishonest  help.  This  caused  his  fail- 
ure in  business,  and  came  near  destroying  his 
faith  in  mankind,  for.  •when  he  most  needed  their 
assistance,  those  whom  he  had  helped  failed  to 
show  their  gratitude,  and  left  him  to  face  the 
i storm  alone.  He,  however,  put  his  trust  in  a. 
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Higher  Power,  remembering  how,  when  a lad  of 
seventeen  he  started  out  on  his  career,  his  dear 
mother  placed  in  his  hands  an  old  black  Testa- 
ment, and  told  him  to  guard  against  doing  anything 
wrong,  and,  whenever  he  was  tempted,  to  read  his 
Testament  and  follow  its  teachings. 

With  renewed  perseverance,  and  by  diligent 
labor,  he  recovered  from  this  disastrous  blow,  and 
to-day  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  seventy 
acres,  also  of  a grain  elevator,  and  of  various 
other  business  interests,  which  bring  him  in  a 
good  income.  He  is  the  gainer  in  many  ways  by 
his  hard  experiences,  and,  as  he  is  now  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  can  look  forward  to  many  years  of 
activity  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  of  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  January 
i,  1 866,  to  Maria  Taylor,  a sister  of  Thomas 
Taylor.  Five  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
as  follows:  Albert  B.,  born  March  14,  1867, 

travels  for  the  wholesale  notion  and  dry-goods 
house  of  L.  S.  Baumgardner  &•  Co.,  of  Toledo; 
Thomas  Watson  is  deceased;  James  V.  married 
a daughter  of  A.  J.  Munn;  Almon  is  deceased; 
Harriet  A.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  has 
never  cared  to  run  for  office.  He  is  a trustee  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is 
also  steward  and  a class  leader,  and  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  for  twenty- 
three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all  who  know  him. 

Hexrv  W.  Sterling,  a wealthv  oil  operator 
and  real-estate  owner  of  Wood  county,  now  re- 
siding in  Bowling  Green,  was  born  April  6,  1843, 
in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers.  His  grand-fa- 
ther, Jacob  Sterling,  came  there  from  Ireland  in 
early  manhood,  and  cleared  the  land  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  His  wife  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five. 

Their  son  George,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Guernsey  county  February  13,  1812,  and 
died  July  15,  1 S 8 5 , in  Iowa.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  twenty  children.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  married  Miss  Delilah  Cummings,  who 
was  born  October  1,  1812,  and  died  June  30. 
1843.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as 
follows:  Olive  M. , born  July  2S,  1832,  married 

James  Fanning,  of  Hancock  county;  John  Al- 
thans,  born  March  2,  1833,  is  a resident  of  Ham- 
rnansburg,  Ohio;  George  C.,  born  November  27, 

1834,  lives  in  California;  infant,  born  March  17, 

1835,  died  two  days  later;  twins,  born  in  1836, 


died  the  same  year;  Mary  Ann  Isabel,  born  June 
22,  1837,  died  October  ir,  1887,  the  wife  <3f  X. 
Richmond;  William  Jackson,  born  February  15, 
1839,  was  murdered  in  Umatilla,  Ore.,  September 
30,  18S6;  Nancy  J.,  born  August  20,  1841, 
died  in  1892;  Henry  Wesley  is  our  subject.  Mr. 
Sterling’s  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Ann  Llewel- 
lyn, who  was  born  March  26,  1828,  and  died 
August  16,  188S.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
them:  James  Wellington,  born  October  7,  1846, 
now  living  in  Wisconsin;  Delilah,  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1840,  died  September  8,  1850;  Melissa 
J.,  born  April  5,  1850,  married  and  living  in 
Iowa;  Arkinson  B.,  born  February  17,  1852;  in- 
fant, born  February  19,  1854,  died  when  three 
days  old;  Margaret  D. , born  May  25,  1855,  the 
wife  of  George  Helline,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Francis  M.,  born  March  10,  1S59,  a resident  of 
Des  Moines;  Hiram  Perry,  born  July  5,  1861. 
living  in  Iowa;  Rebecca  E. , born  May  10,  1864, 
married  and  living  in  Montana;  Amanda  E.,  born 
July  19,  1869,  died  December  19,  same  year. 
Our  subject’s  parents  lived  in  Hancock  county 
for  some  years  after  their  marriage,  then  moved 
to  Michigan  and  later  to  Indiana.  Returning  to 
the  old  home  after  about  fourteen  years  of  ab- 
sence, they  lived  there  a short  time,  and  finally 
moved  to  Iowa.  The  father  was  a man  of  excep- 
tional strength,  and  weighed  240  pounds.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  first,  last  and  all  the 
time. 

Henry  W.  Sterling  spent  his  boyhood  in  Han- 
cock county.  When  nine  years  old  he  went  to 
live  with  Jacob  Crist,  remaining  with  him  eight 
years,  when,  not  being  able  to  agree  as  to  what 
he  was  to  receive  on  reaching  his  majority,  he 
left  and  hired  out  to  do  farm  labor  for  $4.00  per 
month.  In  September,  1862,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  21st  O.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Tennes- 
see. He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Murfreesboro, 
and  spent  three  months  in  Libby  prison,  enter- 
ing in  good  health,  weighing  185  pounds,  and 
coming  out  weighing  94  pounds,  and  whollv  unfit 
for  duty.  The  prison  was  so  crowded  while  he  was 
there  that  all  the  men  could  not  lie  down  at  the 
same  time.  After  four  months  in  a hospital,  and 
a short  stay  at  home,  during  which  he  was  mar- 
ried. on  December  24,  1863,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Fellers,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  in  Atlanta,  and 
took  part  in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He 
was  in  the  battles  at  Bentonville,  Fort  McAl- 
lister and  Savannah,  and  from  the  latter  place 
went  by  boat  to  Raleigh.  When  the  war  closed 
his  regiment  marched  to  Washington,  and  had  its 
place  in  the  Grand  Review.  Returning  home,  he 
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spent  a year  there,  and  then  located  in  Henry 
township,  Wood  county,  buying  a farm,  where 
he  lived  some  twenty-one  years.  Having  in- 
vested in  a place  in  Liberty  township,  he  lived 
there  for  hve  years  before  purchasing  his  present 
residence  in  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Sterling’s  first  wife  was  a native  of  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  born  July  7,  1S45.  She  died 
May  13,  1 884,  mother  of  nine  children:  Mary  E., 
born  September  24,  1864,  married  W.  Thrush 
and  has  five  children — Scott,  Wesley,  Gertrude, 
Earl  and  Burton;  Daniel  M.,  born  January  9, 
1S69,  married  Miss  Laura  Courtright,  and  has  one 
son — Clarence;  Florence  C.,  born  January  9, 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Swope,  of  Wood 
county;  Dallas  W. , born  December  26,  1871, 
married  Miss  Addie  Buchanan,  and  has  one 
daughter— -Melinda;  Henry  W.,  born  May  19, 
1875,  an^  John  S.,  born  October  13,  1877,  are 
both  living  at  home;  Oliver,  born  April  26,  1884, 
died  July  15,  1884;  Grace  C.,  born  August  15, 
1881,  died  September  15,  same  year;  Willie  C., 
born  April  6,  1874,  died  aged  one  month  and 
seven  days.  On  October  6,  1885,  Mr.  Sterling 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Julia  Mac- 
Faden,  who  was  born  in  Bowling  Green,  March 
26,  1848. 

Mr.  Sterling  has  been  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  men  in  'Wood 
county.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
business.  For  fourteen  years  he  ran  a sawmill, 
and  also  made  a specialty  of  contracting  for  the 
digging  of  ditches.  He  is  a member  of  an  oil 
company,  which  is  extensively  engaged  in  oper- 
ating upon  leased  lands  in  various  parts  of  the 
county,  and  he  owns  an  interest  in  fifteen  wells, 
having  eleven  on  his  farm  in  Liberty  township. 
He  never  sold  the  farm  in  Wood  county,  which  he 
bought  when  a young  man,  and  his  two  farms  in 
the  county  now  comprise  340  acres  of  iand.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat;  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.O.  F.  and  Encampment,  and  he 
is  also  an  active  member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 
and  the  G.  A.  R. 

L.  N.  Lembrich,  treasurer  of  Portage  town- 
ship, and  one  of  its  prosperous  farmers  and  lead- 
ing citizens,  was  born  December  24,  1 S 5 5 , in 
Section  8,  of  the  same  township.  His  parents 
are  Martin  and  Margaret  (Amos)  Lembrich.  In 
District  School  No.  3,  he  received  his  education, 
and  being  the  eldest  son  early  began  to  assist  in 
the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  remaining  a mem- 
ber of  his  father’s  household  until  reaching  man’s 
•-state,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 

Mr.  Lembrich  was  first  married  in  1S78  to 


Miss  Flora  Johnston,  of  Portage,  who  bore  him 
one  child,  Edith  M.,  at  home.  This  wife  died 
December  6,  1881,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mercer 
cemetery.  Later  he  wedded  her  sister.  Miss 
Sophia  Johnston,  daughter  of  Robert  Johnston, 
and  they  have  two  children — Ray  A.  and  Wanda. 
She  is  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  a faithful 
member  of  the  Disciples  Church. 

For  a time  after  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Lem- 
brich rented  land,  and  then  purchased  forty  acres 
in  Section  S,  Portage  township,  which  he  yet  owns, 
though  his  home  is  located  on  another  tract  of 
forty  acres  in  Section  3,  which  he  subsequently 
purchased.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
undertakings,  is  progressive  and  enterprising,  and 
all  that  he  possesses  is  the  result  of  his  own  in- 
dustry and  good  management.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  Democrats  of  the  community,  enthusi- 
astic in  the  support  of  his  party,  has  served  as 
constable  for  four  years,  and  in  1SS7  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Portage  township,  which  office  he 
has  since  capably  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  Though  quiet  and  unassuming  in 
| manner,  he  gains  many  friends,  which  he  always 
retains,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Whitney 
Lodge  No.  589,  I.  6.  O.  F.,  of  Portage. 

I 

William  A.  Mandell,  son  of  Henry  and 
Frederica  (Kreps)  Mandell.  was  born  Febru- 
ary 1,  1849,  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  and  at  Mandell 
school,  District  No.  6,  some  four  and  one-half 
miles  from  Perrysburg,  he  received  a liberal 
education. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  school, 
and  during  the  succeeding  twenty-three  years  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  always 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents,  and 
has  a comfortable  frame  residence,  and  owns  a 
well-kept  farm  nearby.  On  November  18,  1S80, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Whitson,  by  whom 
he  has  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Henry 

Elbert,  born  March  6,  1882;  Mabel  Edith,  born 
September  1 1 , 1883,  and  died  July  5,  1S87; 

Raymond  A.,  born  September  1,  1888;  Harry 
W. , born  November  12,  1S90,  and  died  October 
18,  1895;  and  Ralph  E. , born  September  7. 
1895.  In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Mandell 
I is  a Republican,  his  first  Presidential  vote  being 
cast  for  Gen.  Grant.  He  has  neither  sought  nor 
accepted  office,  merely  taking  a voting  interest  in 
public  matters.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Fort  Meigs  Lodge  No.  774.  Perrys- 
burg, Ohio. 

Charles  Lem  art  Junk  ins  has,  bv  his  well- 
spent  life,  shown  that  success  is  not  always  a 
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matter  of  genius,  or  talent,  but  may  be  achieved 
through  persistent,  earnest  and  honorable  effort. 
He  was  born  in  Weston  township,  September  25, 

1863,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Nancy  (Long)  Junkins.  He  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
his  father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
was  married  in  Weston  township,  July  2,  1885, 
to  Inez  Lucretia  Wright,  who  was  born  May  19, 

1864,  and  is  a daughter  of  O.  H.  Perry  and 
Mary  Jane  (Marks)  Wright,  both  natives  of 
Ohio.  Their  daughter,  however,  was  born  in 
Jay  county,  Ind.,  and  during  her  early  girlhood 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Wood  county. 
Two  children  grace  this  union — Thomas  Perry 
and  Ethel  Lotta. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Junkins  took  his 
bride  to  his  parents’  home,  but  after  a short  time 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  $1,000.  Many  of  the  improve- 
ments on  the  place  are  the  work  of  his  hands, 
and  he  is  well  known  as  an  enterprising,  pro- 
gressive agriculturist,  whose  well-directed  efforts 
have  brought  him  success.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  has  never  sought  office,  giving 
his  time  and  energies  to  his  business  interests. 
His  estimable  wife  is  a member  of  the  Disciples 
Church  at  Milton  Center. 

Jerry  Loman,  of  Bloomdale,  is  an  encour- 
aging  example  of  a self-made  man,  having  be- 
come, with  but  little  help,  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  that  vicinity.  His  great-great-grandfa- 
ther Loman,  came  from  Old  England  at  an 
early  period,  and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  our 
subject’s  father,  Richard  Loman,  was  born  in 
1803.  His  father,  Richard  Loman,  Sr.,  moved 
to  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day, 
later  coming  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  April,  1832,  when  he  moved  to 
Wood  county,  and  located  on  a tract  of  wild  land 
in  Perry  township,  there  being  at  that  time  only 
four  other  settlers  in  that  township.  His  first 
home  was  a shanty  which  had  been  abandoned 
by  some  Indians.  The  road  to  it  had  to  be  cut 
out  for  the  wagon,  as  he  proceeded  through  the 
almost  unbroken  forest  of  heavy  timber.  Rich- 
ard Loman,  Sr.,  was  a heavy-set  man  of  five  feet 
eight  inches  in  height,  and  was  of  an  active  and 
aspiring  disposition.  He  died  in  1853,  and  five 
years  later  his  wife  followed  him,  both  being 
buried  at  Fostoria.  They  had  six  children  — 
three  sons  and  three  daughters — of  whom  our 
subject’s  father  was  the  eldest,  and  the  one  who 
lived  longest. 

Richard  Loman,  our  subject’s  father,  had 


i but  limited  opportunities  for  an  education,  and 
| his  youth  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm,  which 
; he  afterward  inherited.  In  1S42,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Fostoria  to  Miss  Caroline  Ward,  a native  of 
I Gallia  county,  Ohio,  and  four  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  our  subject  being  the  eldest; 

! Thomas  R.  is  a grain  dealer,  and  owner  of  an 
! elevator  at  Newmarket,  Iowa;  Nancy  j.  married 
i William  Fry,  of  Siam,  Iowa;  and  Sarah  married 
; Samuel  Hiller,  of  Bloom  township.  The  mother 
j of  this  family  died  in  October,  1831,  and  was 
buried  in  Fostoria.  In  1854,  for  his  second  wife, 
he  married  Miss  Jane  Hannan,  of  Fostoria.  who 
died  in. 1879,  leaving  two  children:  Mary  E., 
now7  Mrs.  John  E.  Wineland,  of  Bloomdale,  and 
Delilah,  the  wife  of  J.  P\  Smith,  also  of  Bloom- 
dale. Richard  Loman.  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and,  although  no  office  seeker,  he  held 
various  offices  in  the  township,  and  was  school 
director  for  many  years.  He  was  a steadfast 
j supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  but  some- 
times in  local  politics  “scratched  the  ticket,"  if 
the  Republicans  nominated  a better  man.  He 
w7as  member  of  the  U.  B.  Church  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  !8S6,  when  he  was 
aged  eighty-two  years.  He  had  enjoyed  the 
best  of  health  until  within  the  last  four  years  of 
his  life,  when  he  was  seized  with  dropsy,  and  he 
then  retired  to  Bloomdale.  In  1884  he  went  o 
Iowm  to  visit  his  sons,  but  returned  only  to 
! breathe  his  last  at  the  home  of  our  subject. 

Jerry  Loman  was  born  April  5,  1844,  on  the 
old  farm  in  Perry  township,  and  in  boyhood 
attended  the  district  school,  his  first  teacher  be- 
ing Rev.  Andrew  Hays.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  began  to  study  in  Fostoria  with  the  intention 
of  preparing  for  a medical  course — Dr.  William 
Cake,  of  Fostoria,  a cousin  by  marriage,  having 
offered  to  assist  him;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the 
j third  term  this  benefactor  entered  the  army  as 
I surgeon  of  the  53d  O.  V.  I.,  and  on  October  1, 
j 1861,  Mr.  Loman  enlisted  in  Company  B.  57th 
O.  V.  I. , under  Capt.  Phillip  Faulhaber.  Theyre- 
mained  in  camp  at  Findlay  until  January  14, 1862. 

! and  were  then  mustered  in  at  Columbus.  They 
took  part  in  some  of  the  fiercest  battles  of  the 
war,  including  those  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Chicka- 
! saw7  Bayou  (where  their  captain  was  killed.  De- 
cember 28,  r S6 3 ) , and  Arkansas  Post,  where,  on 
January  11,  1S63,  the\  captured  the  garrison 
; and  all.  They  then  worked  on  the  attempted 
j canal  at  Vicksburg  for  a time,  in  Sherman’s  Fif- 
teenth Corps,  going  up  the  Yazoo  river  to  Haines 
l Bluff  and  Millikm’s  Bend  crossing  the  Missis- 
1 sippi  at  Port  Gibson,  and  joining  the  fighr  at 
I Champion  Hills,  May  12  and  13,  1863.  Then 
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followed  operations  around  Vicksburg',  and  on 
May  22,  during  the  second  grand  charge,  600 
volunteers  were  called  for  to  proceed  in  the  van 
of  the  line  of  battle,  and  carry  ladders  and  planks 
to  surmount  the  breastworks  when  reached — 
surely  as  brave  a piece  of  work  as  any  soldier 
ever  did.  Mr.  Loman  was  one  of  that  heroic 
band,  of  whom  only  135  came  out  without  a 
wound.  A few  days  prior  to  that,  he  had  been 
slightly  wounded  in  the  right  arm.  He  worked 
for  nearly  two  weeks  in  the  tunnel  leading  under 
the  fort  at  Vicksburg.  After  Pemberton’s  sur- 
render, July  4,  1863,  Mr.  Loman's  regiment 

left  for  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  there.  They  then  joined  the  forces  at 
Chattanooga,  arriving  the  day  before  the  engage- 
ment at  Missionary  Ridge.  Their  next  work  was 
to  inarch  to  Knoxville  to  relieve  Burnside;  but 
when  sixteen  miles  away  Longstreet  left  for  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  moved  on  to  Larkinsville,  Ala., 
arriving  December  31,  1863.  On  the  next  da}' 
Mr.  Loman’s  regiment  re-enlisted — the  first  regi- 
ment of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  re-enlist.  He  came 
home  on  a thirty-days’  furlough,  and,  April  1,  re- 
joined the  regiment.  On  May  5,  they  left  Lark- 
insville to  participate  in  Sherman’s  campaign, 
and  then  came  the  battle  of  Resaca,  May  14; 
Dallas,  New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
June  27;  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20,  and  Atlan- 
ta two  days  later.  On  August  31,  came  the  des- 
perate and  bloody  struggle  at  Jonesboro,  where 
the  Rebels  fought  to  recover  the  railroad  which 
brought  their  supplies  to  Atlanta,  and,  on  Septem- 
ber 1,  Atlanta  fell.  Mr.  Loman  took  part  in 
Sherman’s  raid  of  November  14,  1863,  and  the 
engagement  at  Fort  McAllister  was  his  next.  He 
was  one  of  the  host  that  marched  to  the  sea  un- 
der that  great  leader,  and  was  the  detailed  fora- 
ger for  Company  B,  during  that  historic  journey. 
From  Savannah  the  15th  and  17th  Corps  were 
taken  to  Port  Royal  by  vessel,  and  after  the  bat- 
tle at  Bentonville,  March  19,  1865,  there  followed 
the  surrender  of  Johnson  at  Durham  Station, 
without  a struggle.  After  this  affair  Sherman's 
army  marched  to  Washington,  and  took  part  in 
the  grand  review  May  22,  1865.  Although  most 
of  the  participants  in  that  glorious  parade  were 
allowed  to  go  to  their  homes,  the  Second  divis- 
ion of  the  1 5th  Corps  was  sent  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  to  do  guard  duty,  and  Mr.  Loman’s  brigade 
went  several  hundred  miles  into  the  Indian  Terri - 
*°ry.  On  their  return  to  Little  Rock,  the  “boys” 
concluded  that  they  would  go  home,  and  one 
'Horning  at  bugle  call  they  stacked  their  rifles  and 
"'adc  known  their  intention,  despite  the  severe 
threats  of  their  officers,  who  telegraphed  toWash- 


! ington  for  instructions.  An  order  to  discharge 
j them  came  forthwith,  so  they  were  mustered  out 
I at  Little  Rock,  August  15,  1865,  and  at  Colum- 
j bus,  twelve  days  later,  were  discharged.  Mr. 

Loman  lacked  only  four  days  of  four-years’  serv- 
1 ice,  during  which  time  he  had  three  furloughs, 
and  had  spent  twenty  days  in  Cumberland  Hos- 
pital, Nashville,  having  been  injured  by  a log 
I rolling  on  him  while  building  breast-works. 

On  his  return  home  he  rented  his  father’s 
| farm,  and  October  28,  1 866,  was  married,  in  Tiffin, 
to  Miss  Colletta  Steckel,  a native  of  Hamilton 
county,  and  daughter  of  William  Steckel,  a well- 
known  farmer  there.  Two  years  later  he  bought 
i fortv  acres  of  wild  land  in  Clinton  county,  Mich., 
and  began  farming  there,  remaining  until  1871, 
when  he  moved  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and  began 
: clerking  for  Baughman  & Fonts,  dry-goods  iner- 
i chants;  after  two  years  he  entered  the  carpet  and 
dry-goods  store  of  Hazlett  Bros.,  in  the  same 
capacity.  On  August  22,  1874,  his  wife  died, 

: and  was  buried  in  Tiffin.  Her  loss  so  affected 
him  that  he  resigned  his  position,  but  later  re- 
1 surned  the  work,  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to 
| Wood  county  and  again  engaged  in  farming, 
buying  an  eighty-acre  tract  adjoining  the  old 
homestead.  On  December  27,  1876,  our  subject 
was  married,  in  Tiffin,  to  Miss  Rosa  Troxell,  a 
cousin  of  his  first  wife,  and  a native  of  Lehigh 
county,  Penn.,  and  by  her  had  three  children; 
Nina,  Lloyd  R. , and  Carl  C.,  all  yet  at  home. 
In  1 8 S 3 he  made  up  his  mind  to  go  west,  and 
sold  his  property,  but  undertook  to  do  some 
teaming  for  E.  S.  Bryant,  the  lumberman  of 
Bloomdale,  later  becoming  superintendent  of 
teams  for  him,  finally  the  superintendent  of  the 
I entire  plant  of  Bryant  & Linhart,  continuing 
until  1895.  His  second  wife  died  November  20, 
1890,  and  was  buried  in  Baird  cemetery.  Mr. 
Loman  was  again  married,  August  23,  1801.  this 
time  to  Miss  Rhoda  S.  Redfearn,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Ann  (Phillip)  Redfearn.  She  died 
December  1,  1894,  and  was  buried  at  Fostoria. 

Mr.  Loman  moved  to  Bloomdale  in  1879, 
i and  two  years  afterward  bought  a house  and  lot 
there.  In  rSSg  he  traded  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
i Iowa  for  fort}'  acres  within  the  present  limits  of 
Bloomdale,  and  later  added  twenty-three  and  a 
half  acres  to  it,  making  a fine  farm  wher  - he 
now  resides;  he  also  owns  several  village  lots. 
He  is  cautious  and  shrewd  in  his  investments. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Republican, 
casting  his  first  vote  while  in  the  army,  and  that 
for  \braham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  township 
trustee,  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for 
i three  years,  but  is  not  an  office  seeker.  In  G. 
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A.  R.  affairs  he  is  very  active,  and  was  a charter  I 
member  of  Urie  Post  No.  io,  Bloomdale,  and  i 
was  first  adjutant  and  has  been  commander.  He 
belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  406,  1 
Bloomdale,  joining  August  13.  1S68,  and  is  a \ 
charter  member  of  Bloomdale  Lodge  No.  278,  j 
K.  of  P. , and  a member  of  Green  Encampment 
at  Bowling  Green. 

David  B.  Brown,  M.  D.  The  professional 
men  of  Pemberviile  are  an  element  in  the  devel- 
opment of  this  progressive  little  city,  to  the  repu- 
tation of  which  they  are  constantly  adding  by 
their  talents  and  skill.  To  this  class  belongs  Dr. 
Brown,  who  has  conducted  a general  practice  as 
a physician  and  surgeon  here  since  1S81.  As  a 
physician  he  is  patient,  constant,  sympathetic, 
yet,  in  the  hour  of  extremity,  cool,  calm,  and 
courageous,  thus  inspiring  his  patients  with  the 
greatest  confidence  in  his  skill.  Although  his 
practice  requires  almost  his  entire  time,  yet  he 
still  continues  the  study  of  his  profession,  keep- 
ing himself  abreast  with  the  practical  details  in 
the  improvements  of  medicine. 

For  several  generations  the  family  to  which 
the  Doctor  belongs  has  resided  in  Ohio.  His  \ 
father,  Thomas  Brown,  was  born  in  Knox  | 
county,  this  State,  near  the  city  of  Mt.  Vernon. 
He  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  upon  arriving  at 
man’s  estate  selected  agriculture  for  his  life  occu- 
pation. Settling  in  Morrow  county  about  1850,  j 
he  engaged  in  cultivating  a farm  there  for  about 
nine  years.  In  1859  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  afterward  made  his  home  upon  a farm  seven 
miles  south  of  Pemberviile,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1 S 87 . His  widow,  who  is  still  living  ; 
on  the  old  homestead  in  this  county,  was  a | 
native  of  Maryland,  and  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Rachel  Mills.  Orphaned  by  the  death  of  her 
parents  when  she  was  a mere  child,  she  came  to 
Ohio  with  a family  by  the  name  of  Meyers,  with 
whom  she  remained  until  her  marriage. 

During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Morrow  i 
county,  Ohio,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
April  17,  1852.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a 
member  consists  of  three  brothers  and  three  sis- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living.  Henry  B.  has  for 
twenty-four  years  been  principal  of  a college  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind. ; William  T.  resides  on  a farm 
near  Bradner,  Ohio;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  James 
Shoewalter;  Ellen  married  Milton  Ashley;  and 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Jennings.  The  first 
seven  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject  were  pas>ed 
on  the  home  farm  near  Mt.  Gilead.  In  i8;y  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  where  he 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 


and  the  public  schools  of  Bradner.  .On  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  began  to  teach,  and  followed 
that  profession  five  years.  It  was  not,  however, 
his  intention  to  make  this  his  life  work,  and 
having  resolved  to  become  a physician,  he  in  1872 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  at  Freeport, 
Ohio,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  N.  W.  Good- 
rich, with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  In 
1874-75  he  attended  lectures  in  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  College,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  February  23,  1S76. 

At  once,  after  completing  his  medical  studies, 
Dr.  Brown  opened  an  office  for  practice  at  Sher- 
wood, De-fiance  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a 
number  of  years.  In  18S1,  he  came  to  Pember- 
viile, where  he  has  given  his  attention  to  profes- 
sional duties  ever  since,  and  has  built  up  a large 
and  remunerative  practice.  Through  devotion 
to  his  profession  he  has  gained  a place  among 
the  successful  physicians  of  the  county,  and  has 
also  become  the  possessor  of  some  valuable  prop- 
erty, including  a comfortable  residence.  Here  he 
and  his  wife,  with  their  three  children — Truman 
Glen,  Dale  Benton,  and  Neva  B.- — have  estab- 
lished a pleasant  home.  Mrs.  Brown  was  Miss 
Minnie  Truman  prior  to  her  marriage  in  1881, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  a farmer  living  near  Wood- 
ville.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Dr.  Brown  is  a 
Scottish  Rite  Mason,  and  for  five  years  filled  the 
position  of  master  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  In  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  he  is  serving  as  noble  grand. 
He  is  also  connected  with  order  of  the  Maccabees. 
His  religious  views  incline  him  to  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  with  which  his  father  was 
connected,  having  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 
Ladd  Hill  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  until  death.  Mrs.  Brown  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
always  ready  to  aid  in  charitable  enterprises  to 
assist  those  in  distress.  While  the  Doctor  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  official  honors,  he 
never  fails  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  men  nomi- 
nated by  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  views 
coincide  with  the  principles  promulgated  by  that 
organization. 

Aaron  Lesher,  the  popular  proprietor  of  the 
“ Freeport  House  ” at  Prairie  Depot,  and  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Sandusky 
county.  Ohio,  November  5,  1845.  When  he  was 
seven  years  old  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Fannie 
\ (Cain)  Lesher,  came  to  Wood  county,  where  his 
father  purchased  some  250  acres  of  land  in  Sec- 
tion 15,  Montgomery  township,  near  Freeport. 

Daniel  Lesher  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  in  1801,  his  wife  in  ihe  State  of  Virginia. 
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j j!  1 8 1 i.  He  Vas  a carpenter  and  shoemaker  by 
trade,  and  followed  the  latter  vocation  after 
o>:nin£  to  Ohio,  from  the  time  of  his  settlement 
jn  Montgomery  township,  carrying  on  farming  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  day,  his  attendance 
being  limited  to  a few  weeks  in  the  winter  season, 
and,  as  he  was  a bright,  intelligent  man,  he  ac- 
cumulated, in  the  course  of  his  life,  a comfortable 
property7.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Pennsylvania,  his  only  wealth  was 
an  axe,,  and  a large  stock  of  energy  and  ambition. 
He  was  a Republican,  and  held  some  minor  of- 
fices in  the  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  were  es- 
timable people.  He  died  in  1872,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  and  his  wife  in  1864,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years;  both  are  buried  in  Minkler’s 
cemetery,  in  Sandusky  county.  The  children  of 
tin's  couple  were  as  follows:  David,  who  died 

when  twenty-one  years  old;  Susan,  who  married 
William  King,  and  after  his  death  wedded  John  M. 
Adams,  of  Montgomery;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
George  Bonlus,  and  died  in  Illinois;  Rebecca,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  Langworthv,  and  died 
in  Illinois;  Sarah  A.,  deceased  when  eighteen 
years  old;  Joseph,  living  in  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.  ; 
Jane,  the  widow  of  George  Freatenb'urg,  living  in 
Toledo;  Martha,  who  married  Henry  Miller,  and 
resides  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Fannie,  who  married 
John  Scott,  and  died  in  Toledo;  and  Frances, 
Mrs.  Oliver  Hall,  of  Toledo. 

Our  subject’s  early  schooling  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  Freeport,  Wood  countv, 
l’hcebe  Osborne  being  his  first  teacher.  He  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  until  his  enlist- 
ment, May  2,  1864,  in  Company  K,  144th  Regi- 
ment, O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Philo  Hathaway. 

1 heir  first  engagement  was  at  Berryville,  Va. , 
where  the  entire  company  was  captured  by  the 
Rebels,  nine  only  escaping,  and  our  subject  was 
one  of  the  fortunate  number.  Several  Rebei 
cavalrymen  rode  up  to  where  he  lay  on  the  ground, 
and  dr  awing  their  carbines  ordered  him  to  follow 
the  rest,  but  he  feigned  sickness  and  refused  to 
move.  After  they  left  he  took  to  the  woods,  and 
made  for  Harper’s  Ferry,  eighteen  miles  away. 
Dn  the  road  he  met  another  Union  man,  and  in 
twenty-four  hours  they  were  both  safe  within  the 
1 nion  lines  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  A few  days  after 
this  adventure  Mr.  Lesher  was  sent  to  Columbus, 

* ‘hio,  where  he  was  honorably’  discharged  in 
''"'ptember,  1864.  His  mother  died  during  his 
‘hsence  in  the  army.  Mr.  Lesher  remained  at 
home  until  1868,  when  he  entered  the  drv-goods 
business  in  Prairie  Depot  and  later  took  as  a 


; partner.  James  Yant.  After  several  years  he 
j bought  out  his  partner,  and  sold  out  the  business 
I to  J.  W.  Graham,  resuming  fanning  in  Montgorn- 
| ery  township,  in  Section  21.  Our  subject  was 
only  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  was  married 
i to  Miss  Caroline  Chapman,  of  Freeport,  the 
daughter  of  John  Chapman.  Since  that  time  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Prairie  Depot,  and  in  1869 
built  his  elegant  residence,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  in  the  town.  In  1895  he  com- 
pleted the  present  modern  hotel  known  as  the 
“Freeport  House”,  of  which  he  is  proprietor, 
and  which  has  a high  reputation  throughout  the 
county.  - Mr.  Lesher  is  a Republican  and  an  act- 
ive worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party.  He 
served  as  mayor  of  the  city  for  one  year,  also  in 
the  city  council,  and  as  clerk  of  the  corporation 
of  Prairie  Depot.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
is  at  present  a trustee,  and  to  which  he  has  al- 
ways been  a liberal  contributor.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Prairie  Depot.  Person- 
ally he  is  very  popular,  being  a man  of  generous 
disposition,  sincere  and  devoted  in  his  friendships, 
and  thoroughly  reliable.  Lie  has  been  consider- 
ably interested  in  the  oil  business  and  in  addition 
to  his  property  in  Prairie  Depot,  owns  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  the  township.  He  is  considered  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  and  farmers  of  the  place. 

Prof.  Henry  B.  Brown,  now  principal  of  the 
| Northern  Indiana  Normal  School,  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  was  formerly  a resident  of  Wood  county, 

; his  home  having  been  with  his  parents,  Thomas 
J and  Rachel  Brown,  near  Bradner.  He  was  born 
October  6,  1847,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Knox  county. 
At  the  early  age  of  two  years,  his  parents  removed 
; to  Morrow  county,  and  later  to  their  home  near 
I Bradner. 

Until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  Henry  attended 
i simply  the  country  school;  subsequently  he  went 
to  Fremont  to  the  public  school  one  term,  and 
: then  began  to  teach  in  the  country.  This  laid 
| the  foundation  for  a still  higher  education,  which 
was  gratified,  in  part,  by  attendance  for  a brief 
period  at  the  Wesleyan  University  of  Delaware. 
Ohio.  After  additional  teaching  he  entered  the 
National  Normal  University,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
in  1869,  and  graduated  from  its  Scientific  Depart- 
ment in  1871.  In  September  following  he  became 
one  of  the  instructors  in  the  Northwestern  Nor- 
mal School,  at  Republic,  Ohio,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Prof.  |.  Fraise  Richard,  and  rendered 
acceptable  service  for  two  years.  In  Septcmbei. 
187  5,  he  established  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  the  Nor- 
mal School,  of  which  he  is  now  principal,  taking 
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with  him  from  Republic,  as  associate  laborers, 
Miss  Mantie  E.  Baldwin,  Mr.  M.  E.  Bogart,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Perrine.  From  a humble 
beginning  of  thirty-five  students,  he  has  developed 
the  largest  educational  institution  in  America,  its 
patrons  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  being  counted  annually  by  the 
thousands. 

Prof.  Brown  was  married  in  February,  1886, 
to  Miss  Neva  Axe,  of  Valparaiso,  the  union  being 
a very  happy  one.  Three  interesting  children — - 
Helen  A.,  Henry  Kinsey,  and  Ruth  A. — have 
blessed  this  union. 

Prof.  Brown  and  his  wife  are  both  active 
members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  Valparaiso. 
Politically,  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  in  many  respects  a most 
remarkable  man;  magnetic,  industrious, self-sacri- 
ficing. ambitious,  and  thoroughly  in  earnest,  he  is 
a natural  leader  and  organizer  of  forces.  His 
presence  is  inspiriting  and  encouraging,  and  his 
students  are  passionately  attached  to  him.  He 
is  a thorough  financier.  These  qualifications  have 
enabled  him  to  build  up  and  maintain,  not  only 
the  largest,  but  one  of  the  best,  schools  in  the 
nation. 

Prof.  Brown  has  always  been  devoted  to  his 
parents.  His  father,  Thomas  Brown,  who  died 
id  1887,  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
for  many  years  served  his  neighbors  in  the  capac- 
ity of  justice  of  the  peace.  Mrs.  Rachel  Brown, 
mother  of  Prof.  Brown,  still  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  near  Bradner,  and  cheers  by  her 
presence  and  kindly  administrations  her  faithful 
children,  as  they  come  back  to  visit  her  under  the 
parental  roof.  Possessed  of  the  confidence  of 
her  neighbors,  among  whom  she  and  her  late  con- 
sort lived  so  many  years,  she  enjoys  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  her  son  has  become  not  only 
one  of  the  great  educators  of  the  age,  but  a man 
of  influence  and  usefulness  in  the  religious  world. 

L.  L.  Yonker,  D.  D.  S.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Center  township,  October  16, 
1865,  and  is  the  son  of  H.  H.  Yonker.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
attended  school  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  was,  for  a 
time,  clerk  in  a store,  but  when  seventeen  years 
old,  began  studying  dentistry  with  Dr.  B.  R.  Ta- 
ber, then  a prominent  dentist  of  Bowling  Green. 
After  remaining  with  Dr.  Taber  for  several  years, 
he  entered  the  dental  department  of  Vanderbilt 
University,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated,  in  1SS7,  with  the  degree  of  D.  1). 
S.  On  his  return  to  Bowling  Green,  he  went 


into  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor,  which 
continued  until  Dr.  Taber's  death,  when  our  sub- 
ject succeeded  to  the  business. 

Dr.  Yonker  is  a skillful  practitioner,  and  is 
highly  respected  both  by  members  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  by  the  public  generally.  He  has  an 
extensive  practice  and  is  well-known  throughout 
the  county.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  State 
Dental  Association  and  the  Northwestern  Ohio 
Dental  Association,  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  adjutant  of  the  Sixth  Regiment, 
Ohio  Brigade,  Uniformed  Rank,  K.  of  P.  He  is 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics,  being  for  a number 
of  years  a member  of  the  County  Central  Com- 
mittee. Dr.  Yonker  was  married  June  20,  1892, 
to  Miss  Bell  Goldamer,  a daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  Goldamer,  the  Rabbi,  of  Cincinnati,  who, 
with  Dr.  Wise,  were  the  leaders  of  the  reformed 
Jewish  Church  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Yonker 
and  his  wife  hold  a high  social  position,  and  are 
popular  with  all  classes. 

William  T.  Brown  is  numbered  among  the 
most  progressive  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of 
Montgomery  township,  where  he  has  a good 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Section  1,  and  is  a com- 
plete master  of  the  calling  which  he  is  following. 
His  sterling  integrity,  and  honorable,  upright 
manhood,  fully  entitle  him  to  the  position  which 
he  holds  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the 
community.  He  was  born  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox 
Co.,  Ohio,  July  17,  1845,  though  at  the  time  of 
his  birth,  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Rachel  (Mills) 
Brown,  were  living  near  the  town  which  now- 
covers  their  land,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
was  brought  to  Wood  county,  the  father  purchas- 
ing eighty-one  and  a half  acres  in  Section  2, 
Montgomery  township,  which  was  but  slightly 
improved.  The  timber  was  very  dense,  little 
having  been  cleared.  The  family  drove  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Morrow  county,  via  Tiffin, 
Fostoria,  and  West  Millgrove.  Wild  game  was 
still  found  in  the  locality,  deer  and  turkeys  being 
often  seen. 

Thomas  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  May 
3,  1812.  His  father,  David  Brown,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  died  while  Thomas  was  yet  a 
boy.  The  young  man  worked  faithfully  on  the 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rachel  Mills,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 20.  1820,  at  Clear  Springs,  Md.,  and  came 
to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  1835.  Her  ancestors 
were  Scotch.  They  commenced  life  without  any 
property,  but  by  careful  work  and  economy  they 
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SOOn  acquired  a comfortable  competency.  In 
1850  they  moved  to  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  and 
nine  years  afterward  to  Wood  county,  where 
Mrs.  Brown  now  resides.  He,  while  living, filled 
various  offices,  constable,  justice  of  the  peace, 
etc.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church, of  which  he  was  for  many  years  an  officer, 
and  to  this  Church  almost  all  of  his  children  be- 
long. Perhaps  no  parents  ever  gave  more  care- 
ful attention  to  the  direction  of  the  lives  of  their 
children,  and  few  children  have  followed  more 
faithfully  in  the  footsteps  of  their  parents.  To 
the  training  received  at  the  home, all  the  children 
attribute  whatever  success  they  may  have  ac- 
quired. The  word  of  Thomas  Brown  was  always 
as  good  as  his  note.  He  was  the  soul  of  honor, 
and  he,  together  with  his  most  excellent  wife, 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  neighbors 
and  friends.  He  died  April  25,  1887,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  still  remains 
at  the  oid  homestead,  and  makes  a pleasant  and 
happy  home  for  the  frequent  gatherings  of  her 
children.  Though  quite  old,  he  has  successfully 
managed  the  fairn  and  has  taken  care  of  the  busi- 
ness in  such  a way  that  it  has  increased  in  value 
rather  than  decreased.  She  has  shown  marked 
business  ability  in  the  manner  in  which  she  has 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  estate. 

To  this  couple  were  born  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Elizabeth  Ellen, 

William  Thomas,  Henry  Baker,  Emily  Ann, 
David  Benton,  Sarah  Katherine  and  Mary  Erne- 
line.  Emily  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
and  all  of  the  others  with  the  exception  of  one, 
are  near  the  old  homestead.  The  husbands  of 
Sarah  Katherine  and  Mary  Erneline  are  also 
prosperous  farmers,  living  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  old  home.  (1)  Elizabeth  Ellen 
was  married  to  John  Stahl,  March  17,  1861. 
Theirs  was  a happy  marriage,  but  in  1S67  Mr. 
Stahl  died,  leaving  no  children.  In  1S72  Mrs. 
Stahl  married  Milton  <Ashley,  and  is  now  residing 
with  her  husband  and  one  child  at  Bradner.  Mr. 
Ashley  is  a successful  mechanic,  and  they  have 
a very  [pleasant  home.  To  them  two  children  have 
been  born,  Allen  and  Dot.  Allen  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  (3)  H.  B.  Brown  was  interested 
in  literary  pursuits,  and  commenced  teaching 
school  when  but  a boy.  In  1S71  he  completed 
his  course  of  study  and  began  teaching  at  the 
Northwestern  Normal  School  at  Republic,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1873  he  estab- 
lished the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,at  which  place  lie  has  remained 
ever  since.  The  school  has-been  a great  success. 
Starting  with  thirty-five  students  and  four  teach- 


ers, it  now  has  an  average  of  more  than  2,000 
students,  with  more  than  twenty  fully  equipped 
departments  and  fifty  teachers.  He  was  married 
in  February,  1886,  to  Neva  Axe,  and  to  them 
three  children  have  been  born,  Helen  A.,  Henry 
Kinsey,  and  Ruth  A.  (5)  D.  B.  Brown  gave  his 
attention  to  medicine,  completing  his  course  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  since  that  time  has  had  a 
very  successful  practice  at  Pemberville,  Ohio. 
He  was  married  on  July  7,  1881,  to  Minnie  Tru- 
man, and  to  them  three  children  have  been  born, 
Glen  T. , Dale  B.  and  Neva  B.  (6)  Sarah 
Katherine  was  married  to  James  Showalter, 
October-  3,  1877.  To  them  one  child,  Belva, 
has  been  born.  (7)  Mary  Erneline  married  Joseph 
Jennings  December  24,  187S.  To  them  three 
children  have  been  born,  Rachel,  Benson  and 
Guy. 

William  T.  Brown,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  when  young  taught  one  term  of 
! school  in  Sandusky  county,  then  returned  to  his 
parents’  home,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
On  April  28,  1867,  in  Montgomery  township,  he 
! was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Roena  Stahl, 
who  was  born  in  Section  1,  of  the  same  town- 
ship, the  daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Rosanna 
Stahl.  To  them  were  born  five  children — -Hat- 
tie B.,  now  the  wife  of  L.  O.  Broyles,  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  they  have  three  children; 
John  T.,  at  home;  William  R.,  who  died  August 
1,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and  Jesse 
E.,  and  Clarence  B.,  also  at  home.  The  wife 
and  mother  departed  this  life  October  16,  1S88, 
dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bradner  cemetery. 

On  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on  a 
| rented  farm  in  Section  1,  Montgomery  township, 
and  later  lived  at  other  places  until  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  2,  of  the  same 
township,  going  in  debt  for  much  of  the  amount. 
There  he  made  his  home  for  several  years,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1883  bought  his  present  for.tv-acre 
farm  in  Section  1.  Mr.  Brown  has  eYer  been 
quite  a student,  finding  great  pleasure  in  reading, 
and  is  a patron  of  literature.  The  cause  of 
public  education  has  always  received  his  most 
earnest  support,  for  three  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Bradner  school  board,  and  was 
also  clerk  of  the  board.  As  was  his  father,  so  is 
he  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  for  two  terms  was 
trustee  of  his  township.  Religiously  he  is  a 
Baptist. 

Geokgi:  K.  Daily,  an  old  soldier  of  the 
Union,  is  now  numbered  among  the  thorough- 
; going  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Montgomery 
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township.  He  owns  a good  farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Section  4,  of  which  he  purchased  in  April,  1S80, 
when  only  five  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  the 
house  upon  the  place  was  a rude  affair.  He  has 
made  many  valuable  and  useful  improvements,  in- 
cluding the  substantial  buildings  now  found  there, 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  industrious, 
energetic  and  highly  respected  agriculturists  of 
the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Troy,  Miami  Co., 
Ohio,  December  8,  1S41,  the  sixth  child  and 
third  son  in  the  family  of  nine  children  born  to 
William  and  Susan  (Brown)  Daily,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania;  the  latter 
is  said  to  have  been  the  first  female  white  child 
born  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Troy,  Ohio, 
where  her  father,  William  Brown,  had  located 
at  a very  early  day.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a large  man,  above  the  ordinary  height,  and 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  though  in  early  life 
he  conducted  a tavern  at  Troy.  He  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  on  its  organization,  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  died  in  1S61,  in  Troy,  where 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  buried,  the  latter  hav- 
ing died  at  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  while  on  a visit  there 
iri  1888.  In  religious  belief  they  were  both 
Methodists.  The  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
included  the  following  children:  David,  who 

went  to  California  in  1849,  and  returned  in  1865, 
is  now  a printer  of  La  Fayette,  Ind. ; Elizabeth  is 
now  Mrs.  jerry  Layton,  of  Troy,  Ohio;  Cather- 
ine first  married  William  Carroll,  a colonel  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  Creiger,  of  La  Fayette,  Ind. ; 
William  is  a blacksmith  of  Troy;  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  Washington  Bemis,  of  La  Fayette;  George 
K.  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Thomas,  a baker  by 
trade,  died  at  Homer,  111. ; Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Acfams,  of  Chicago,  111.;  and  Belle  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Adair,  of  Frankfort,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Daily,  whose  name  opens  this  review, 
was  reared  at  Troy,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  black- 
smith shop.  At  that  place  he  enlisted,  in  1861, 
in  Company  H,  11th  O.  V.  I.,  and  the  first  en- 
gagement in  which  he  participated  was  along  the 
Kanawha  river,  in  West  Virginia.  He  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  the  battle  of'  Chicka- 
mauga,  where  he  was  shot  through  the  right  foot, 
and  it  was  a year  before  he  was  fit  for  duty.  He 
was  at  Camp  Dennison  hospital  when  his  three- 
years’  service  expired,  and  was  discharged.  In 
the  fall  of  i 864  he  began  cabinet-making  at  Troy, 
under  Andrew  Helprnan,  and  there  continued  to 
follow  that  trade  until  Mav,  1867.  It  was  in  the 
summer  of  1865  that  Mr.  Daily  first’ visited  Wood 


! county,  and  on  December  26,  i860,  in  Montgom- 
; ery  township,  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with 
| Miss  Ella  D.  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Section 
i 9,  of  that  township,  November  20,  1847.  the 
; daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (McGill  Adams. 

; They  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following 
; children:  Thomas  B.,  born  October  14,  1868. 

j now'  located  at  Bradner,  Ohio;  William  I.,  born 
| August  3,  1870,  who  is  an  oil-pumper  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  Frank  R. , born  September  22. 
1872,  who  is  also  an  oil-pumper,  residing  at 
home;  David  O. , born  July  10,  1S74;  Albert  E.. 
born  October  4,  1S76;  Charles  K..  born  March 
6,  1878:.  Mary  B.,  born  November  12,  1879: 
Bessie  M.,  born  August  17,  1881,  died  in  infancy; 
Leroy,,  born  April  9,  1883;  James  L.,  born  De- 
! cember  9,  1886;  and  Alpha,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1889,  and  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Daily  took  his  wife  to  La  Fayette,  Ind.. 

1 soon  after  their  marriage,  and  there  worked  at 
i his  trade  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
abandon  it.  For  eight  years  he  then  made  his 
home  at  Homer,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  bakery  and  confectionery  business  until  187;. 
when  he  came  to  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
county,  and  lived  on  his  father-in-law’s  place  until 
April,  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  upon 
his  present  farm,  and  no  man  is  more  widely  or 
favorably  knowm  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
ship than  George  K.  Daily.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican in  politics  until  Gen.  Weaver  became  a can- 
didate, when  he  joined  the  Greenback  partv,  and 
he  is  now  a stanch  supporter  of  the  People’s 
party.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  efficiently  served 
as  school  director  of  District  No.  1. 

Silas  Foster  is  familiar  with  pioneer  ex- 
periences in  Henry  township.  He  now  owns  a 
farm  there,  which  he  cultivates  in  addition  to  his 
labors  as  a minister  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  is  now  the  oldest  citizen  of  the 
community  in  which  his  home  is  located,  and  as 
an  honored  pioneer  well  deserves  representation 
in  this  volume,  lie  was  born  in  Logan  countv. 
Ohio,  February  17,  1822,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  (Burket)  Foster,  natives  of  Marvland. 
After  their  marriage  they  removed  to  a farm  in 
Logan  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1S29  went  to  Han- 
cock county,  locating  on  a tract  of  land  which, 
now  lies  partly  within  the  corporation  limits  of 
Findlay,  spending  their  remaining  davs  upon  that 
farm  of  160  acres.  The  father  died  in  1844.  the 
mother  in  1857.  Their  family  of  children  was 
as  follows:  Jacob  and  Daniel,  both  deceased: 

Mrs.  Sarah  Carlin;  John.  Thomas  and  j antes, 
who  have  also  passed  avvav;  Mrs.  Man  Douglas 
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of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Rachel  Greer,  deceased;  Mrs.  Phcebe  Hickson,  of 
New  Mexico;  Jackson,  deceased,  and  Silas. 

Our  subject,  who  was  about  seven  years  of 
a"e  when  his  parents  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Findlay,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  assisting  in  the  work 
of  cultivating  and  improving  it  until  his  marriage. 
In  the  spring  of  1843  he  wedded  Susan  Loehr, 
who  was  born  in  Plainfield  township,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Penn.,  March  19,  1826,  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Brood)  Loehr,  Her  mother 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  Mrs.  Foster  was 
twelve  years  of  age  she  accompanied  her  father 
to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  days  on  a farm  near  McComb.  She 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  following 
family:  Adam,  Sophia  and  Louisa,  deceased; 

Susan;  William,  who  has  passed  away;  Catherine, 
wife  of  David  Wilson,  of  Allen  township,  Han- 
cock county;  twins,  who  died  in  infancy;  Abra- 
ham, deceased;  and  one  other  who  died  in  infancy. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Loehr 
wedded  Mrs.  Frances  Kemper,  and  to  them  were 
born  these  children : Sarah,  Frederick  and  Har- 

mon, all  deceased;  Jacob,  in  the  West;  Frances, 
wife  of  Cyrus  Diliinger,  of  Hancock  county;  and 
twins,  who  died  in  infancy.  For  about  four 
years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster 
remained  on  the  home  farm,  and  then  removed 
to  Wood  county,  locating  on  their  present  place, 
containing  ninety-five  acres,  which  was  given  to 
our  subject  by  his  father.  Their  cabin  was  the 
first  house  in  the  township,  built  by  Henry  Shaw, 
in  whose  honor  the  township  was  named.  They 
experienced  many  hardships  and  trials  in  those 
early  days;  but  as  the  years  passed  prosperity 
smiled  upon  their  efforts,  a substantial  residence 
replaced  the  log  cabin,  and  the  farm  became  a 
valuable  and  productive  one.  Mr.  Foster  has 
also  given  much  time  to  the  work  of  the  Church, 
and  in  1848  was  appointed  a minister  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  since  which  time  he 
has  engaged  in  preaching  through  this  section  of 
the  country. 

Fifteen  children  have  been  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife:  Emeline,  wife  of  Johnson 

Campbell,  of  Bloomdale,  Ohio;  Samilda,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Bair,  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio; 
1 homas,  who  was  State  Senator  from  Fort 
Wayne  District,  Indiana,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five;  Matilda,  wife  of  Charles  Wilson,  of 
Pulton  county,  Ohio;  William,  a painter  of  Jack- 
son,  Mich. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jesse  Berger,  of 
Albion,  Ind.;  Rachel,  wife  of  Nelson  Anderson, 
of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Corwin,  of  Wood  county; 
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Minnie,  wife  of  Olin  Robbins,  of  Van  Buren, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio;  A.  Lincoln,  at  home,  and  a 
twin  brother  who  died  at  birth;  Nellie,  the  wife 
of  Ben  Thurston,  of  Bairdstown,  Ohio:  James 
Sherman,  of  Van  Buren;  Susie,  wife  of  Jasper 
Elton,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  Jennie  Olive,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Mr.  P'oster  is  a supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  has  served  as  assessor,  school  director, 
trustee  and  supervisor,  discharging  his  duties 
with  a promptness  and  fidelity  that  have  won  him 
high  commendation.  His  life  has  been  an  up- 
right and  honorable  one,  commanding  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all. 

Isaac  Neifer.  From  Germany  to  America 
came  the  founder  of  the  Neifer  family  in  this 
country,  Isaac  Neifer,  who  was  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  then  a young  man  of  eighteen. 

1 who,  with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  con- 
dition, had  come  to  the  New  World,  and  for  a 
! year  after  his  arrival  worked  in  order  to  get 
money  to  pay  for  his  passage.  Locating  at  New 
Holland,  Penn.,  he  there  married  Elizabeth  Mil- 
ler. Subsequently  he  moved  to  Ohio,  and  later  to 
Indiana,  where  his  last  days  were  spent.  Our 
subject,  Isaac  Neifer  (2),  was  born  in  New  Hol- 
land, Penn.,  July  29,  1813,  and  was  a cabinet 
maker  by  trade,  following  that  pursuit  until  1859. 
also,  at  odd  times,  for  a few  years  later.  On  No- 
vember 13,  1838,  he  married  Harriet  Oberiv. 

who  was  born  in  Leacock  township,  Lancaster 
Co.,  Penn.,  May  16,  1821,  a daughter  of  Adam 
and  Catharine  (Myers)  Oberly,  the  former  cf 
whom  made  farming  his  life  work,  and  both  con- 
tinued their  residence  in  Lancaster  county,  until 
called  to  their  final  home,  the  father  passim.; 
away  in  1873  aged  ninety-three  years,  the  mother 
in  1856,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Ben- 

jamin Miller;  John  and  Isaac,  deceased;  Cathar- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  John  Sullinberger;  Daniel, 
who  died  in  Lancaster  county,  in  April.  1 896. 
aged  eighty-nine  years;  Samuel,  deceased;  Mar- 
garet, deceased  wife  of  Christian  Erb:  Liddie. 
deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Hafer;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Daniel  Geist,  of  Lancaster  county;  Levi,  also  of 
Lancaster  county;  Harriet  (Mrs.  Neifer  ; and 
Adam,  the  last  born,  who  died  when  two  vears 
old.  The  Oberly  family  was  also  of  German 
origin. 

Mrs.  Clauser,  the  great-grandmother  of  Har- 
riet Oberly  Neifer,  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in 
Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  in  1743,  being  pierced 
under  the  left  arm  with  a >pear.  A son  was  shot 
off  his  horse  by  an  arrow  from  the  bow  of  an  In- 
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dian,  and  fell  dead  beneath  the  animal,  and  a 
daughter,  Catharine Clauser,  then  a child  of  nine 
years,  was  taken  from  the  wagon,  carried  away 
some  distance  by  the  Indians,  who  were  in  the  act 
of  scalping  her  when  overtaken  by  the  men  of  the 
party  who  were  in  close  pursuit.  The  Indians 
had  cut  a great  gash  across  her  forehead  from  ear 
to  ear,  the  scar  of  which  she  carried  to  her  grave, 
living  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  On  grow- 
ing up  she  married  a Mr.  Jacobs,  who  died  three 
years  subsequently,  leaving  one  son  who  moved  to 
Ohio  and  died.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Jacobs, 
she  was  married  to  Valentine  Myers,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Mary,  Catharine,  Jacob,  Isaac  and  Margaret. 
Catharine  became  the  wife  of  Adam  Oberly,  and 
mother  of  Harriet  Oberly  Neifer. 

In  1848  Isaac  Neifer  (2)  brought  his  family 
to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  rented  the  farm,  one 
mile  south  of  the  present  village  of  Weston, 
known  as  the  “ Keeler  Farm,”  in  Milton  township. 
The  same  year  he  purchased  what  is  now  the  old 
family  homestead,  comprising  120  acres,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  forty  acres.  He  built  a log 
house,  and  then  a cabinet  shop,  also  of  logs,  that 
are  still  standing,  and  in  connection  with  farming 
he  worked  at  his  trade.  Here  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Mav  17,  1892. 
H is  children  were  as  follows:  Catharine,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Adam  O.,  born  February'  13, 
1841;  John  M.,  born  January  15,  1843,  and  died 
July  22,  1892;  Amos  M , born  November  17, 
1844;  Sarah  E.,  born  May  25,  1848,  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Isaac  Newton,  born  October  5,  1854. 
Of  the  children  who  married  and  reared  families, 
the  following  is  a brief  record:  (1)  Adam  O.,  the 
eldest,  at  the  age  of  eight  years  came  with  his 
parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  worked  in  the  cabinet 
shop  with  his  father,  but  gave  the  most  of  his  at- 
tention to  farm  labor.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  On  November 
12,  1863,  he  married  Helen  J.  Moore,  who  was 
born  in  Milton  township  March  30,  1844,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Sarah 
j.,  wife  of  Albert  Smith,  of  Milton  township; 
Mary  Nettie,  wife  of  Henry  Steinman;  John  X., 
who  married  Gertie  Stretchberg;  and  Jessie,  a 
young  girl  at  home.  (2)  John  M.  was  married 
in  1872,  to  Eliza  Sawyer,  and  to  them  were' born 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living;  John’s 
death  occurred  in  1892  from  disease  contracted 
while  in  the  army.  (3)  Amos  M.  was  married 
to  Flora  S.  Bassett,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  two  are  now  mar- 
ried, while  one  died  in  infancy;  Amos  M.  is  now 
living  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  (4)  Isaac  New- 


| ton,  the  youngest,  is  spoken  of  more  fully  farther 
on.  The  father  of  this  family  in  political  af- 
filiation was  for  the  most  part  a stalwart  Whig 
1 and  Republican,  but  was  never  given  to  office- 
seeking, preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  met  with 
; good  success.  The  widowed  mother  still  remains 
| on  the  farm  where  she  has  passed  many  years  of 
her  life,  bel-oved  and  respected  by  all  who  know 
her.  She  is  among  the  oldest  settlers,  and  holds 
I the  U.  S.  patent  for  the  farm  she  lives  on,  with 
only  one  transfer  from  the  original  enterer,  Sam- 
uel Cobb,  who  made  the  entry  and  got  the  patent 
direct. 

Isaac  X.  Neifer,  a leading  citizen  of  Wes- 
j ton,  is  a native  of  Milton  township,  Wood  Co,, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  October  5,  1854.  He 
is  a son  and  youngest  child  of  Isaac  and  Harriet 
(Oberly)  Neifer,  whose  sketch  appears  above. 

Our  subject  attended  school  at  V eston,  his 
spare  moments  being  occupied  on  the  home  farm. 
He  worked  at  various  employments  until  his  mar- 
riage, October  13,  1875,  with  Miss  Addie  Alice 
Henry,  who  was  born  November  26,  1 S 5 7 , in 
Ashland  county',  whence  she  moved  with  her  par- 
ents to  Weston  in  May,  1873.  They  have  had 
two  children:  Willie,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 

Annie  Alice,  who  was  born  August  10,  1 S 87 . 

In  1876,  Mr.  Neifer  commenced  in  the  pro- 
duce-shipping business,  for  his  father-in-law, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  continued 
with  him  up  to  January,  1892,  when  he  rented, 
and  one  year  later  bought  out  the  business  of  the 
firm,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  in  the 
produce-shipping  business  with  success.  He  is 
; the  only  extensive  dealer  in  the  egg  and  poultry 
business  in  this  section  of  Wood  county,  most  of 
| his  produce  being  shipped  to  New  York  City. 

His  trade  is  such  as  to  necessitate  the  keeping  of 
! a wagon  on  the  road  continually,  gathering  in 
produce.  Socially  Mr.  Neifer  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , and  also  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 

John  Henry,  father  of  Mrs.  Neifer,  was  born 
in  Savannah,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1824,  and 
; came  to  Weston  in  1873.  He  entered  the  pro- 
duce trade  in  which  he  continued  until  our  subject 
purchased  his  business,  as  related  above,  when 
he  retired.  He  amassed  a comfortable  fortune, 
and  is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the  monied 
men  of  Weston.  Although  over  seventy,  he  is 
1 hale  and  hearty,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
i the  patriarchs  of  the  town.  In  his  political 
predilections  he  is  a Democrat;  and  socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  1\,  and  also  of  the 
! F.  & A.  M. 
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L.  p.  Tribble,  the  genial  host  of  the  “Trib- 
ble House  ” at  Haskins,  was  born  April  14,  1846, 
ja  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  where  his  paternal 
grandfather,  Cornelius  Tribble,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  was  among  the  earliest  settlers. 

Amos  Tribble,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  the  same  county  April  10,  1820.  He  was 

married  in  Bethel,  Clermont  county,  to  .Miss 
Margaret  Higby,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in 
1S19.  Her  family  is  of  old  New  England  stock, 
but  her  parents  were  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
moved  to  Ohio  during  her  girlhood.  Amos  Trib- 
ble and  his  wife  lived  in  Clermont  county  • until 
! S 5 3 , when  they  came  to  Wood  county  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Middleton  township,  after- 
ward removing  to  Portage  for  a few  years.  They 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
honored  for  their  consistent  example.  Our  sub- 
ject’s mother  died  November  1,  1892,  but  his 
father  is  still  living,  and  resides  on  his  farm,  near 
Haskins.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
when  inclined  to  active  work  was  influential  in 
local  affairs.  Mr.  Tribble  is  second  in  a family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being:  Julia  A.,  the 

widow  of  H.  N.  Rush,  of  Portage;  Lizzie  married 
Eli  Chapman,  of  Bowling  Green ; Charles,  a farmer 
in  Middleton  township;  and  Helen  and  Annie,  who 
both  died  in  childhood. 

After  acquiring  a good  education  in  the  schools 
of  District  No.  6,  and  the  town  of  Haskins,  Mr. 
Tribble  taught  for  ten  years  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  and  then  took  charge  of  the  C.  H.  & 
D.  R.  R.  office  at  Haskins.  This  position  he 
held  for  fifteen  years,  in  the  meantime  establish- 
ing and  conducting  successfully  his  hotel  business. 
He  was  married  October  13,  1S72,  to  Miss  Jessie 
Pope,  a native  of  Sandusky  county,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  1855.  Two  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Julia,  the  wife  of  J.  I.  McCaslin,  and 
Dwight,  who  lives  with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Trib- 
ble is  a lady  of  unusual  mental  endowments  and 
force  of  character,  and  is  a leader  in  various 
organizations.  In  all  progressive  movements 
both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  active  sup- 
porters, and  Mr.  Tribble  takes  a prominent  part 
in  political  affairs  also,  having  been  elected  lately 
for  the  fifth  time  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the 
office  of  township  treasurer.  He  is  a member  of 
the  p\  & A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

J.  L.  Rumlf.r  is  one  of  the  highly-respected 
farmers  of  Montgomery — his  native  township — 
where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  i860,  in  Section  21.  He  belongs  to 
one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of  the 
county,  his  grandfather,  John  Rumler,  having 


arrived  here  in  1833.  He  entered  at  that  time 
160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  21,  receiving  a 
deed  for  the  same  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson. 
John  Rumler  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Penn.,  of 
German  parentage,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
married  Catherine  Augustine,  a native  of  Mahon- 
ing county,  Ohio,  where  their  wedding  was  cele- 
brated. In  Wood  county  he  located  upon  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides,  but  at  that 
time  not  a tree  had  been  felled  or  an  improvement 
of  any  kind  made  upon  the  place.  There  both 
he  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  his  death  occurring  in  1862,  and  her's  in 
May,  1864,  and  both  were  buried  near  Bradner, 
Ohio.  In  their  family  were  five  children:  Eva, 

now  Mrs.  David  Henline,  of  Sanduskv,  Ohio: 
Busias  L.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Amelina, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Plants,  and 
died  in  Sandusky  county;  John,  a farmer  of 
Montgomery  township;  and  Elias,  of  the  same 
township.  In  early  life  the  grandfather  learned 
the  trade  of  a weaver,  and  he  also  followed 
teaming  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains  from  Lan- 
caster, Penn.,  to  Pittsburg;  but  his  later  life 
was  devoted  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Religiously,  he  was  a Lutheran. 

Busias  L.  Rumler  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  July  12,  1S16,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood received  a fair  education  in  German,  which 
language  was  used  principally  by  his  father  and 
their  immediate  neighbors.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  became  a successful  hunter, 
being  very  fond  of  the  sport.  He  was  verv 
hardy  and  robust,  and  used  to  walk  miles  and 
miles  in  search  of  game,  often  staying  out  ail 
night;  but  the  exposure  told  upon  his  constitution 
in  later  years.  He  was  a hard  worker,  and  as- 
sisted many  of  the  pioneers  in  clearing  their  land. 
On  August  24,  1856,  in  Montgomery  township, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Mogle,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  May  6, 
1840,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  (Stahl 
Mogle,  the  former  a native  of  Richland  county, 
and  the  latter  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Rumler  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  the  otheis  being  Marv. 

. now  Mrs.  C.  T.  Hardaker,  of  Fulton  county, 
j Ohio;  Susan,  who  died  in  infancy;  John  W..  ot 
! Lime  City,  Ohio;  Daniel  J.,  who  died  at  that 
place;  Levina,  wife  of  Isaac  Whitson,  of  Lime 
City;  Oliver,  of  Fulton  county,  Ind. ; \nnie. 
who  became  the  wife  of  John  Galbreath.  and 
died  at  Prairie  Depot,  Wood  countv.  Tin  par- 
ents of  these  children  were  married  in  Wood 
county,  where  they  arrived  in  1833.  The  father 
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came  in  the  spring  with  his  father,  Michael  I 
Mogle,  who  made  a location  in  Montgomery  j 
township,  and  the  mother  accompanied  her  mar-  ! 
ried  sister,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Edmunds,  : 
to  the  county  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rumler  built  a hewed- 
log  house,  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  now 
resides,  and  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
latter’s  residence.  Later  he  located  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  and  then 
returned  to  the  log  house,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  October,  1S77;  the  following  year  the  | 
present  substantial  brick  residence  was  erected. 
Upon  that  farm  his  death  occurred  February  1, 
1895.  For  about  nine  years  previous  he  had 
been  in  failing  health,  but  was  never  confined  to  j 
his  bed  until  the  day  before  he  died.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Prairie  Depot  cemetery.  He 
had  been  very  active  in  his  younger  years,  and- his  i 
feats  of  strength  were  almost  marvelous.  He  j 
used  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Dem-  1 
ocratic  party,  and  religiously  was  an  earnert  ' 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father,  J.  L.  Rumler,  J 
whose  name  introduces  this  review,  and  his 
mother  have  lived  on  the  home  farm,  which  he 
operates.  He  obtained  a common-school  educa- 
tion, and  early  became  familiar  with  the  duties 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  an  agriculturist.  He  has 
picked  up  carpentering,  and  is  also  quite  familiar 
with  other  mechanical  trades;  but  he  devotes  most 
of  his  time  to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the 
farm,  which  under  his  able  management  ranks 
among  the  best  of  the  township.  In  manner  he 
is  quiet  and  unassuming;  but'  is  one  of  the  most 
industrious  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  the 
locality,  where  he  has  always  made  his  home  and 
has  many  warm  friends.  Though  not  strictly' 
partisan,  he  usually  supports  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Democratic  party.  Living  with  Mr. 
Rumler  and  his  mother  are  the  two  sons  of  her 
youngest  sister,  Sarah  Annie,  who  married  John 
M.  Galbreath,  and  these  little  boys,  aged  respect- 
ively six  and  four  years,  there  find  a pleasant 
home. 

A.  E.  Smith,  carriage  manufacturer  and 
dealer,  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
March  25,  1850,  at  Newburg.  He  resided  in 
that  town  until  twenty-six  years  old,  learning  and 
working  at  the  trade  of  wagon-maker,  which  he 
followed  in  Newburg  some  four  or  five  years. 
He  then  went  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. , and  vari- 
ous other  places  throughout  the  State,  and,  com- 
ing west,  worked  at  Cleveland,  whence  he  came 
to  Tontogany  in  July,  1875.  Mr.  Smith  remained 


atTontogany  until  the  following  March,  and  then 
he  went  to  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  staying  there  about 
two  years.  On  March  1,  1878,  he  came  to  Wes- 
ton, and  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  suc- 
ceeding in  building  up  a very  substantial  trade, 
and  he  has  an  extensive  stock  of  carriages, 
wagons  and  harness. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Ohio,  April  19,  1877,  to  Miss  Emma  Yost,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Yost.  They  have  no  children. 
Mr.  Smith  has  two  brothers:  William  P.,  an  en- 
gineer in  Wreston,  and  Charles  A.,  a salesman  in 
our  subject’s  factory.  All  the  three  brothers  are 
Democrats  in  politics. 

Eli  Smith,  the  father,  was  a farmer,  who 
came  from  New  York  State  in  18S0,  and  settled 
in  Ohio.  Politically  lie  was  a Democrat.  He 
was  married  on  January  18,  1S4S,  to  Miss 

Hannah  E.  Fergueson,  of  Newburg,  Orange  Co., 
New  York. 

H.  N.  Van  Voorhis,  a successful  farmer  of 
Montgomery  township,  was  born  September  25, 
1825,  in  the  township  of  Whetstone,  Crawford 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Jones)  Van  Voorhis.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Holland,  and  H.  N.  is  of 
the  fourth  generation  in  the  United  States.  Will- 
iam Van  Voorhis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  in  Crawford  county,  where  he  and  his 
family  were  early  pioneers. 

Mr.  Van  Voorhis  is  the  oldest  male  represent- 
ative of  his  family  in  Ohio.  He  did  not  receive 
over  six  months’  schooling  altogether.  In  1836, 
when  he  was  ten  years  old,  his  parents  moved  to 
Michigan,  passing  cn  route  through  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  along  the  “Old  Stone  Road.''  They 
were  three  days  going  from  Fremont,  Ohio,  to 
Perrysburg,  as  the  road  was  very  bad  and  swampy, 
and  they  spent  four  years  in  St.  Joseph  and  Cass 
counties,  Mich.  Mr.  Van  Voorhis  lived  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  between  twenty-three  and 
twenty-four  years  old,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  during  which  he  was  learning  the  har- 
ness-making trade  at  Bucyrus.  He  taught  school 
for  four  or  five  terms  in  Knox  and  Crawford  coun- 
ties, receiving  for  the  first  term  $8  per  month, 
and  “boarding  round”;  his  highest  salary  was 
$14  per  month,  without  board.  Mr.  Van  Voor- 
his  was  married  in  Crawford  county,  March  15. 
1849,  to  Miss  Sarah  Beck,  who  was  born  near 
New  Lisbon.  Columbiana  county,  February  26. 
1831,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Rachel  (Roselle 
Beck,  both  of  whom  were  from  New  Jersey 
When  our  subject  was  married  he  did  not  have  a 
dollar;  but  he  rented  a small  log  house  in  Oleu- 


‘ ■ •"  1 


' 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OUIO. 


SOS 


tangy,  Crawford  county,  for  which  he  paid  $12 
per  year,  and  his  wife’s  parents  gave  them  furni- 
ture with  which  to  go  to  housekeeping.  Later 
Mr.  Van  Voorhis  bought  two  lots  in  the  village, 
whereon  he  built  a hewed-log  house,  and  for 
seven  years  lived  there,  occupied  in  making 
shingles  from  rough  timber,  and  teaching  school. 
In  the  spring  of  1 S 5 S he  rented  a farm  in  Morrow 
county,  living  there  until  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  when  he  returned  to  Whetstone  township, 
bought  ten  acres  of  timbered  land,  and,  moving 
an  old  house  .pnto  it,  lived  there  until  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  April  10,  1S66.  He  located  in 
Section  20,  Montgomery  township,  buying  forty 
acres,  for  which  he  went  into  debt  $1,  100.  After 
remaining  there  one  tear,  he  sold  the  farm  at 
cost,  and  moved  to  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county,  bought  thirty-seven  acres,  and  after  one 
year’s  residence  there,  removed  to  Section  7, 
Montgomery  township,  where  he  bought  ninety- 
eight  acres,  for  which  he  contracted  a debt  of 
$1,200.  An  old  log  house  and  a barn  were  the 
only  buildings  on  the  place,  and  this  was  his 
home  until  1880,  when  he  built  the  excellent 
brick  house  which  now  stands  on  the  farm.  On 
November  14,  1895,  Mr.  Van  Voorhis  moved  to 
Prairie  Depot,  where  he  now  resides  in  his  house 
on  North  Center  street. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Voorhis 
were  as  follows:  Augustus,  born  February  12, 

1850,  is  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  George 
H.,  born  August  27,  1851,  died  in  Portage  town- 
ship; Augusta  J.,  born  August  22,  1853,  is  now 
Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Harris,  of  Perry  county,  111.; 
David  C.,  born  August  14,  1S56,  is  a resident  of 
Bowling  Green;  Owen,  born  March  21,  1859, 

died  in  infancy;  Isaac,  born  November  8,  1861, 
is  a farmer  in  Portage  township;  Frank,  born 
September  13,  1868,  follows  farming  in  Mont- 
gomery township;  Seretta,  born  February  23, 
1871,  is  now  Mrs.  George  Histe,  of  Portage 
village;  Orrin,  born  September  9,  1S77,  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Van  Voorhis  is  a Democrat,  served 
as  township  clerk  in  Crawford  county,  and  was 
trustee  for  several  terms  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship). He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Deciples  Church.  He  is  a self-made  man,  and 
by  industry  and  economy  has  acquired  a comfort- 
able amount  of  this  world's  goods. 

Spencer  \V.  Dewitt.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a well-known  farmer  residing  in  Wes- 
ton township),  one  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  Weston  village.  His  birth  occurred  February 
>>  1 8 5c>,  in  Weston  township,  on  the  farm  where 
lie  now  lives.  Isaac  Dewitt,  father  of  our  sub- 


ject, was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  August  20,  1801. 
He  was  married  three  times,  his  third  wife  being 
Miss  Theodosia  Haughawout,  the  mother  of 
Spencer  W.  They  were  married  at  her  home  in 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  but  in  1855,  they  removed  to 
Weston  township,  Wood  county,  where  they  re- 
mained about  six  years,  or  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Dewitt,  July  7,  1861.  Three  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
the  others  being  Harriet,  who  married  John  Gin- 
gery, Jr.,  and  died  January  17,  1875;  and  Spen- 
cer W. , our  subject. 

Spencer  W.  Dewitt,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died,  and  was  then  taken  by  his  mother  to  her 
former  home  in  Erie  county,  where  he  found  a 
home  with  an  uncle.  Here  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools;  but  when  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
accompanied  his  mother  on  her  return  to  the  old 
homestead  in  Wood  county.  In  1873,  Mrs.  De- 
witt was  married  to  Abram  Leonard,  and  our 
subject  made  his  home  with  them,  and  worked 
upon  the  farm.  Mr.  Leonard  died  March  25, 
1884. 

On  September  29,  1884,  Spencer  W.  Dewitt 
was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  J.  McCrory,  who  was 
born  in  Wood  county,  September  7,  1863.  They 
made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Leonard  on  the  old 
farm  until  the  following  spring  (1885),  when  Mr. 
Dewitt  built  the  house,  in  which  he  now  resides, 
on  the  east  half  of  the  old  homestead,  making  all 
improvements  necessar)f  to  establish  a comfort- 
able home  for  his  famih . The  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  the 
following  children.  Charles  Jesse,  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1885;  George  Spencer,  born  October 
6,  1887;  Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  July  24,  1890; 
Alta  Rosetta,  born  February  23,  1893;  Vernie 
Wilson,  born  February  18,  1S95,  anc^  died  April 
19,  1396. 

Mr.  Dewitt  has  never  taken  much  interest  in 
politics,  but  has  always  sought  to  vote,  regardless 
of  party,  for  the  best  man  for  the  office  to  be 
filled.  He  is  a member  of  the  Disciples  Church. 
Since  his  mother's  death,  October  8,  1890,  the 
homestead  farm  has  been  divided  between  Mr. 
Dewitt  and  his  neice,  Mrs.  Addie  Heckerman, 
who  was  the  only  daughter  of  his  sister,  Harriet 
Gingery — Mr.  Dewitt  retaining  the  east  half, 

! on  which  he  had  built  his  house.  Mr.  Dewitt  is 
: much  respected  by  all  his  friends  and  neighbors 
for  his  integrity,  and  good,  honest  citizenship. 

John  R.  Archer,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  an  enter- 
I prising  and  progressive  citizen  of  North  Balti- 
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more,  was  born  in  Wood  county,  October  14, 
1861.  He  spent  his  early  childhood  there,  later 
attending  school  at  Fostoria,  and  having  become 
sufficiently  qualified  he  began  teaching  school, 
which  occupation  he  followed  some  five  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  paying  his  way  from  the  money  earned 
while  teaching,  and  was  graduated  from  Starling 
Medical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1887.  Lo- 
cating first  at  Holgate,  Henry  county,  with,  his 
brother,  who  is  also  a physician,  he  remained 
there  for  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Wood 
county,  settling  in  North  Baltimore,  where,  by 
industry,  ability,  and  strict  attention  to  business, 
he  has  acquired  a large  and  extensive  practice. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Med- 
ical Association,  the  State  Medical  Association, 
and  the  Wood  County  Medical  Association.  Dr. 
Archer  is  looked  upon  as  a rising  man  in 
his  community,  and  possesses  the  confidence  of 
all  who  come  in  contact  with  him. 

Joseph  Archer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  September  3, 
1827,  and  was  married  December  20.  1853,  in 
Huron  county,  to  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Howard,  a 
native  of  Hancock  county,  born  April  22,  1836. 
They  became  the  parentsof  the  following  children: 
James  Dallas,  born  October  30,  185S;  Sarah  M., 
born  March  15,  i860;  John  R. , born  September 
14,  1861;  Tebertha  A.,  born  January  2,  1865, 
died  August  24,  1872;  Millie  B.,  born  November 
4,  1871,  died  March  16,  1874;  Amanda  E.,  born 
April  12,  1875,  died  March  30,  1880;  Susie,  born 
March  12,  1878.  Mr.  Archer  settled  in  Bloom 
township  from  the  time  of  his  marriage  until 
1887,  when  he  returned  to  North  Baltimore, 
where  he  now  lives,  one  of  the  respected  pioneers 
of  the  place.  He  still  owns  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Bloom  township.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Grandfather  James  Archer  was  born  in 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  of  German  ancestors. 
He  lived  in  Richland  county,  where  he  followed 
the  occupations  of  a blacksmith  and  farmer  until 
1834,  when  he  moved  to  Wood  county,  and  died 
in  Bloom  township  at  the  age  of  fortv  vears. 
He  married  a Miss  Nancy  Copas,  who  was  born 
in  Guernsey  county,  and  who  was  over  seventy 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children. 

Alexander  Schwartz,  a prominent  baker, 
confectioner,  and  ice  cream  manufacturer  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Lorraine,  a Ger- 
man province,  August  20.  1863.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Riff)  Schwartz,  the  former  of 


whom  was  born  in  Lorraine,  June  2,  1817,  and 
the  latter  in  the  same  place,  in  1S28.  She  died 
in  the  old  country,  where  her  husband  followed 
I the  occupation  of  a farmer. 

Mr.  Schwartz,  Sr.,  came  to  America  in  1882, 
and  joined  his  son  Alexander  in  Waverly,  Ohio, 

! later  removing  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  died 
July  27,  1895.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  par- 
! ents  of  seven  children,  as  follows;  George  died 
j at  Batavia,  Ohio,,  aged  thirty-six  years:  Mary  died 
! in  Germany;  Victoria  died  in  thp  old  country; 
Paulina  married  John  Bras,  and  lives  in  France; 
Alexander  is  our  subject;  Louisa  lives  in  Nancy, 
France;  Edward  died  in  infancy. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Schwartz, 
j was  a weaver  by  trade,  and  died  in  Lorraine.  He 
; was  in  the  French  army  under  Napoleon  I. 

: and  carried  two  bullets  in  his  body,  which  were 
: received  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  He  lived  to 
the  good  old  age  of  ninety-five.  Our  subject’s 
i father  was  also  a soldier,  and  fought  in  the 
Franco-Russian  war. 

Mr.  Schwartz  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
: Lorraine  attending  the  public  schools,  where  he 
| learned  the  German  language.  For  a while  he 
| worked  in  a mill,  in  order  to  learn  the  miller’s 
trade,  but  left  his  position  to  come  to  America. 

I Upon  arriving  in  this  country  he  first  located  in 
! Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  baker's 
i and  confectioner’s  trade.  He  worked  at  this  in 
| various  cities,  among  which  were  Jackson  (Ohio), 
Batavia,  Waverly,  Nelsonville,  Fostoria  and 
Findlay.  For  the  first  year  and  a half  he  went 
in  business  for  himself  at  Batavia;  then  sold  out 
and  came  to  Bowling  Green  in  February,  1892, 
and  immediately  opened  a place  of  business 
which  he  has  been  operating  ever  since.  Hemet 
with  success  from  the  start,  and  to-day  leads  all 
others  in  his  line.  The  building  in  which  Mr. 
Schwartz  carries  on  his  work  is  fitted  out  with  all 
the  latest  improvements,  required  in  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  and  confectionery,  and  a 
visit  through  his  establishment  would  prove  in- 
teresting as  well  as  instructive.  The  immense 
ovens  in  which  the  baking  is  done,  the  engine 
and  machinery  used  in  the  manufacture  of  icc 
cream,  and  all  the  equipments  of  his  business 
are  of  the  best.  When  he  put  in  his  machine 
for  freezing  his  ice  cream,  he  was  laughed  at, 
i but  the  first  year  he  sold  1,400  gallons,  the 
i second  2, 200  gallons,  and  the  third,  over  4,  200 
J gallons,  and  this  year  he  sold  over  7,000  gallons. 

[ Besides  his  ice  cream  and  confeccionerv  plant, 

! Mr.  Schwartz  owns  forty  acres  of  land  east  of 
Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Findlay,  Ohio, 
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January  2 1 , 1890,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Urschalitz, 
who  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Ohio,  June  5,  1871. 
Mr.  Schwartz'  politics  are  Democratic.  Socially, 
he  belongs  to  the  C.  K.  of  St.  John.  He  justly 
deserves  the  large  and  growing  patronage  which 
he  at  present  enjoys,  as  he  is  progressive  and  in- 
dustrious, and  although  he  came  to  America 
empty  handed,  possessing  nothing  but  a desire  to 
earn  an  honest  living,  he  not  only  acquired 
knowledge  of  a trade,  but  stuck  to  it,  until  to-day 
he  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  successful 
business  men  in  the  county. 

John  D.  Rosen,  a popular  citizen  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  oil  operator,  of  Henry  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Franklin,  Warren  Co.,  Ohio, 
February  12,  1 848,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Eliza 
(Dial)  Rosen.  The  father  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  followed  the  various  pursuits  of 
farming,  carpentering  and  milling.  In  his  native 
State  he  married  Eliza  Dial,  who  was  also  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  subsequently  removed  with 
his  wife  to  Warren  county,  Ohio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trades  previously  mentioned.  Later 
he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Miami  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  five  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Rosen  purchased  a 
120-acre  farm  in  Henry  township,  Wood  county, 
and  in  an  old  log  cabin  made  his  home  while  he 
improved  his  farm.  As  time  passed  greater  pros- 
perity came  to  him.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jeffers, 
in  North  Baltimore,  Wood  county.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and,  in  religious  belief,  a 
Methodist.  His  wife  passed  away  five  years  be- 
fore him.  Their  family  contained  the  following 
children  : Mrs.  Sarah  Jeffers;  Sargent  J.  and 

Joanna  (twins),  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years,  the  latter  when  a 
child;  John  E. ; Joseph,  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio; 
and  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  B.  A. 
Lawrence. 

The  educational  privileges  of  our  subject  were 
limited.  When  his  father  went  to  Pennsylvania 
he  secured  work  as  a farm  hand  in  Miami  coun- 
ty, Ohio;  but  after  a year  joined  the  family,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  the  Keystone  State  fur 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  worked  in  a 
gristmill.  He  then  came  with  his  elder  brother 
to  Ohio,  securing  work  on  a farm  near  Cincin- 
nati, where  he  remained  for  three  years,  receiving 
from  $10  to  $15  per  month.  He  was  afterward 
employed  on  another  farm  for  six  months. 

On  the  26th  of  February.  1874,  in  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 


Mr.  Rosen  and  Miss  Mary  S.  McCoy,  who  was 
born  in  that  county  in  1850.  They  now  have 
one  child — Albert,  of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio, 
who  was  born  January  23,  1S75.  After  their 
marriage  they  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  on 
forty  acres  of  land  given  Mr.  Rosen  by  his  father. 
In  1889,  he  discovered  oil  upon  his  place,  and 
has  since  developed  live  wells  which  have  proved 
a profitable  source  of  income.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  business  man,  and  has  won 
success  in  his  undertakings.  In  politics  he  was 
formerly  a Democrat,  but  his  views  on  the  tem- 
perance.question  have  led  him  to  give  his  support 
to  the  Prohibition  party. 

Joseph  Dreps,  Sr.  (deceased),  was  among 
the  pioneers  of  Middleton  township,  his  residence 
dating  from  1 856.  He  was  long  numbered  among 
the  leading  and  esteemed  agriculturists  of  this  lo- 
cality, and  the  success  he  acquired  also  gave  him 
rank  among  the  substantial  citizens.  A son  of 
Antony  and  Alener  (Crotzburgh)  Dreps,  natives 
of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  that  country,  March 
4,  1824,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  five  children, 
the  surviving  members  being  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Joseph  Roldorf,  of  Germany;  and  Augusta,  resid- 
ing in  that  country. 

Joseph  Dreps  attended  school  in  his  native 
land,  and  was  employed  on  his  father's  farm  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  working  as 
a farm  hand  for  others  in  order  to  carry  out  his 
cherished  wish  of  coming  to  America.  When  he 
had  acquired  sufficient  money,  in  1852,  he  took 
passage  on  a sailing  vessel,  and  after  a voyage  of 
thirty-five  days  landed  in  New  York.  He  at  once 
went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  thence  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  for  four  years.  In  1856  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  entered  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Middleton  township — a timber  tract,  also 
covered  by  water.  He  cut  and  sold  the  wood, 
then  drained  and  tiled  the  land,  set  out  an  or- 
chard and  planted  crops.  In  1886  he  purchased 
an  additional  forty  acres,  and  later  bought  an- 
other forty,  so  that  he  had  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  November  2,  1893,  120  acres,  all  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  with  good  buildings  and 
modern  improvements.  He  led  an  energetic, 
industrious  life,  and  in  clearing  his  land  experi- 
enced those  hardships  known  only  to  pioneer  >et- 
tlers.  He  came  to  this  country  with  only  three 
dollars,  but  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  from 
humble  surroundings  to  a position  of  affluence. 

In  September,  1854,  in  Toledo,  Mr.  Dreps 
wedded  Marv  Malter,  of  that  citv,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 26,  [856.  fn  the  month  of  May  following  he 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
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Barbara  Auth,  a native  of  Hessen,  Germany.  ! 
The\'  had  ten  children:  Joseph,  born  May  14, 

1857;  Barbara,  December  14,  1 S 5 S , wife  of  John 
Shiple,  a farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Henry  j 
A.,  July  11,  1862;  Andrew,  May  30,  1863;  John, 
February  1 1 . 1865:  George,  October  26,  1866; 
Sylvester,  who  was  born  February  14,  1870,  and 
died  October  20,  1889;  Mary,  Lena  and  Eliza- 
beth, triplets,  born  June  23,  1873.  The  last 
named  is  the  wife  of  Gharles  Redouty,  of  Michi- 
gan, but  the  other  twro  are  single. 

His  fellow  townsmen  appreciating  his  worth 
and  ability  frequently  called  Mr.  Dreps  to  office,  j 
and  for  seven  years  he  efficiently  served  as  road 
supervisor,  while  for  six  years  he  was  school  : 
director.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
his  religious  connection  was  with  the  Catholic 
Church.  His  life  was  well  spent,  and  his  energy,  j 
resolute  purpose  and  honorable  dealing,  brought  j 
to  him  success  in  business.  His  name  is  above 
reproach,  his  reputation  spotless,  and  he  pos- 
sesses a genial  disposition  that  won  him  many 
warm  friends  who  held  him  in  the  highest  regard. 

Henry  A.  Dreps,  a worthy  representative  of 
this  family,  now  living  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  is  one 
of  the  native  sons  of  Middleton  township,  where 
he  was  born,  reared  and  attended  school,  acquir-  j 
ing  his  education  in  the  common  schools  near 
his  home.  He  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm 
until  1881,  when  he  entered  commercial  life  as  a 
traveling  representative  of  the  Toledo  Molding  j 
Company,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of  that 
firm  until  1885.  With  the  capital  he  had  then 
acquired  through  his  own  exertions,  he  embarked 
in  business  for  himself  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  where 
he  has  since  continued  as  a wholesale  and  re- 
tail dealer  in  molding  and  frames,  meeting  with 
good  success.  He  is  a wide-awake  and  progress- 
ive business  man  whose  standing  is  high  in  com- 
mercial circles,  and  his  own  efforts  have  brought 
him  a prosperous  trade. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Dreps  is  a supporter  of  the 
Democracy,  and,  like  his  father’s  family,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  21,  1890,  to  Marietta  Bunline,  who 
was  born  in  Michigan,  May  19,  1 866. 

John  Floyd  McKee,  whose  reputation  as  a 
stockman,  particularly  in  the  line  of  fine-bred  ! 
horses,  has  become  almost  world-wide,  as  well  as 
national,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  having  been 
born  December  23,  1856,  in  Grand  Rapids  town- 
ship. 

Capt.  John  McKee,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Penn.,  June  30, 
1823,  a son  of  John  McKee,  who  first  saw  the 


light  in  Ireland  in  1777,  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, and  was  married  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he 
removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  in  1833,  dying 
here  the  same  year.  He  left  a widow  and  four 
children,  namely:  John,  father  of  John  Floyd; 

Elizabeth,  who  married  a Mr.  Buckland,  and  died 
in  1886;  Jane,  who  died  young;  and  Nancy  (Mrs. 
Smith),  now  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  a Freemason,  having  joined  the  order  in  Ire- 
land. 

Capt.  John  McKee  was  ten  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Weston  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  He 
there  married  Caroline  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
Grand  Rapids  township,  March  10,  1823,  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Brown,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Wood  county,  coming  from  Pennsylvania.  To 
this  union  were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased — two  daughters  having  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  one  son,  Edward,  born  January  13, 

1 8 54,  died  October  18,  1854;  the  two  living  are 
John  F.  (our  subject),  and  Alice,  born  December 
22,  1S4S,  married  March  19,  1875,  to  William 
Meggison,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  these  was  called  from  earth  December  26, 
1856.  In  the  fall  of  1863  Capt.  McKee  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  of  which,  later, 
he  was  elected  captain,  G.  Weddell  being  first 
lieutenant,  and  G.  Kimberlin,  second  lieutenant. 
The  company  did  not  leave  for  the  seat  of  war 
until  May,  1864.  At  the  battle  of  Monocacy 
Capt.  McKee’s  command  was  badly  scattered, 
and  he  received  a severe  wound  in  the  thigh  of 
the  right  leg,  from  which  he  suffered  more  or  less 
until  his  death.  His  service  in  the  war  lasted 
four  months.  He  died  December  22,  1885, 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer,  a good  citizen,  straightforward 
and  honest,  and  firm  in  the  upholding  of  his 
principles  of  integrity.  He  was  not  a member  of 
any  church,  although  his  family  have  always  been 
Presbyterians,  to  which  faith  he  strongly  inclined, 
and  of  which  denomination  he  had  for  years  been 
a substantial  supporter. 

John  Floyd  McKee  received  his  education  at 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  assumed 
entire  control  of  the  homestead.  To-day  he  is 
the  possessor  of  over  500  acres  of  excellent 
land,  whereon  stands  his  magnificent  residence, 
the  admiration  of  all,  and  the  finest  barn  in  north- 
western Ohio,  one  especially  constructed  with  a 
view  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  his  numerous 
stock.  For  several  years  Mr.  McKee  has  enjoyed 
a wide  and  enviable  reputation  as  a breeder  of 
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,tnd  dealer  in  fine-bred  horses,  in  all  varieties,  j 
|.js  business  in  this  line — matching  and  selling — 1 
having  extended  to  the  farthest  limits  of  both  j 
the  Eastern  and  Western  States.  Not  long  since 
he  sold  a car-load  of  matched  horses  (bought  in 
Chicago),  in  Bowling  Green,  and  his  market  is 
not  confined  to  the  United  States,  for  he  has 
from  time  to  time  bought  and  sold  many  valu-  ! 
able  animals  for  European  purchases.  To-day  i 
the  King  of  Belgium  is  driving  a fine  team  of 
horses  which  Mr.  McKee  bought  in  the  Chicago  I 
market,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  best  team 
ever  bought  or  sold  in  that  market  up  to  that 
time.  Mr.  McKee  paid  $670  for  the  team;  with- 
in ten  days  sold  them  for  $1,800  to  John  Miller, 
who  in  turn  sold  them  to  the  King  of  Belgium 
for  $4,400.  Mr.  McKee  also  feeds  a large  num- 
ber of  cattle,  and  at  the  present  time  has  on  his  1 
farm  some  twenty-three  head  of  as  fine  cattle  as 
can  be  found  anywhere.  As  a thoroughly  reli- 
able, practical  and  expert  stockman,  aqd  a 
master  of  the  business,  he  has  as  we  have  al-  , 
ready  said,  almost  a national  reputation,  and  I 
that  he  has  every  facility  for  caring  for  and 
handling  the  finest  of  stock  goes  without  saying. 

On  December  20,  1882,  ]ohn  Floyd  McKee 
was  married,  in  Grand  Rapids  township,  to  Miss 
Flora  Heymann,  daughter  of  Philip  W.  Hev- 
tnann,  and  three  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows: 
John,  June  22,  1884;  Grace,  September  21,  1887;  \ 
and  Maud,  August  17,  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kee are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
in  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  is  no  office  i 
seeker,  though  he  has  served  as  supervisor  three  ; 
terms,  and  on  the  board  of  education  three  , 
years.  He  has  inherited  many  of  his  father's 
characteristics,  and  is  greatly  respected  for  his 
uprightness,  genial  nature  and  philanthropy. 

R.  \V.  Kelly.  One  of  the  best  known  and 
most  prominent  agriculturists  of  Perry  township, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
and  whose  birth  took  place  May  1,  1S26,  in  what 
"as  then  Richland  county,  Ohio,  but  is  now 
Ashland  count}'. 

i he  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  A.  and 
Kaehel  (Shawhan)  .Kelly,  the  former  of  whom  j 
"’as  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  179C.  and  the  lat- 
ter in  Virginia  July  13,  1806.  Their  marriage 
tuck  place  in  eastern  Ohio  on  August  22,  1822,  ; 
ind  on  June  19,  1832,  they  came  with  their  fam- 
ily to  Montgomery  township  and  settled  in  Sec- 
tion 32.  The  father  hi  ad  come  to  W ood  county 
the  previous  month,  and  pre-empted  160  acres  of 
land,  on  which  not  a stick  of  timber  had  been  cut. 


The  family  made  the  journey  from  their  former 
home  by  ox -team,  with  one  horse  as  a leader.  On 
the  first  night  of  their  arrival  they  slept  in  the 
wagon,  there  being  no  building  of  any  kind  on  the 
place  or  in  the  vicinity.  A large  maple  tree, 
four  feet  in  diameter,  was  cut  down,  and  the  body 
hollowed  out  and  covered  with  puncheons,  with 
blankets  for  the  front  and  ends,  this  rude  habita- 
tion affording  them  shelter  until  a round-log  house 
was  built.  Drinking  water  was  scarce,  and  their 
first  effort  was  to  dig  a well,  which  they  succeeded 
in  doing  after  much  difficulty.  The  first  crop 
raised  was  potatoes  and  corn,  and  wild  animals, 
such  as  wolves,  deer,  and  bear,  were  plentiful. 
In  reaching  this  isolated  spot  the  father  had  to 
precede  his  family  with  an  axe,  cutting  his  way 
through  the  woods  for  four  miles  before  reaching 
their  future  home,  and  in  the  eight  miles  from 
Ivisdon,  now  Fostoria,  to  their  destination,  they 
passed  the  homes  of  only  two  settlers,  who  were 
Isaac  Keely  and  William  Shawhan.  Tiffin,  Fre- 
mont, and  Green  Springs,  were  their  milling 
points,  which  were  reached  with  ox-teams,  and 
about  six  days  were  consumed  in  making  the  trip. 

To  this  brave  pioneer  couple  eight  children 
were  born,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given: 
Josiah  S.,  born  September  21,  1S24,  died  of 
cholera  at  Ellsworth,  Kans. , where  he  kept  a 
boarding  house  during  the  construction  of  the 
Union  Pacific  railway  through  that  section ; Elea- 
nor W. , born  November  24,  1S28,  is  the  widow 
of  Josiah  Ixiger,  and  lives  in  Millgrove;  Lorenzo 
D.,  born  October  15,  1830,  died  at  Maple  Rap- 
ids. Mich.;  Frederick  S.,  born  May  13,  1S32, 
lives  in  Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  Mary,  born  July 
14,  1834,  married  Samuel  Fayler,  and  died  in 
Kansas;  William  H.  H.,  born  May  12,  1836, 
lives  in  Coffee  county,  Kans. ; Elizabeth,  born. 
April  15,  1838,  married  Amos  K.  Rainey.  He 
was  a soldier  in  Company  B,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  L,  and 
was  captured  by  the  Rebels  on  his  return  from  a 
visit  to  his  sick  wife,  and  died  in  Andersonville 
prison  June  18,  1864.  His  wife  died  October  19, 
1863,  in  Perry  township.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  January  23,  1840,  and  is  buried  at 
Millgrove. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  married,  a second  time,  in 
Seneca  county,  in  1841,  to  Miss  Nancy  Patterson, 
who  bore  him  one  child,  Rachel,  who  was  born 
December  20,  1842,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Heller  and  died  in  Toledo.  The  father 
died  August  8,  1859,  and  his  second  wife  in  i860. 
Mr.  Kelly  was  a strong,  robust  man,  and  very  act- 
ive in  his  early  days.  He  served  as  land  as- 
sessor of  Wood  county, and  spent  main  days  and 
nights  also  showing  land  to  persons  wishing  to 


' 

■ 

\ 

■ 


- 


810 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


pre-empt  it,  for  which  purpose  he  kept  a rude 
chart  of  lands  not  already  entered.  For  this 
work  he  received  one  dollar  a day.  He  was 
originally  a Whig,  and  afterward  became  a Re- 
publican, being  a leading  man  in  his  party  in  his 
locality.  He  held  at  various  times  the  offices  of 
county  commissioner  and  probate  judge,  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Montgomery  township. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  2S0  acres  of 
good  land,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  township. 

Our  subject  was  but  six  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Wood  county,  and  his  first 
schooling  was  in  a log  cabin,  14x16  feet,  his 
teacher  being  a lady  by  the  name  of  Erneline 
Palmer.  He  did  not  learn  his  “A,  B,  Cs,”  until  he 
was  thirteen  years  old,  and  then  had  but  few  ad- 
vantages for  pursuing  his  studies,  as  there  was 
always  plenty  for  him  to  do, -and  he  only  went  to 
school  when  it  was  too  wet  to  work.  He  after- 
ward attended  school  for  two  winters  in  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  living  with  Abel  Rawson,  an  attorney  of 
that  place,  and  working  for  his  board.  One  of 
his  reminiscences  of  this  time  is  his  attendance 
in  June,  1840,  of  a meeting  at  Perrysburg  during 
the  celebrated  “hard  cider  campaign”  at  which 
he  saw  William  H.  Harrison,  who  was  afterward 
elected  President.  When  nineteen  years  old, 
Mr.  Kelly  entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  R.  W. 
Shawhan,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  as  a clerk.  This  gen- 
tleman was  a general  merchant  who  owned  two 
stores,  one  in  Tiffin  and  one  in  Fort  Ball,  the 
latter  now  being  a part  of  the  former  city.  He 
remained  in  this  position  until  February  1,  1849, 
when  he  became  one  of  a company  of  four  sent 
out  by  his  uncle  to  California  to  dig  gold  on 
shares. 

Mr.  Shawhan  gave  this  party  $2,800  under 
the  following  conditions : they  were  to  refund 
this  money  out  of  their  first  profits,  and  in  case 
the  project  was  a failure  Mr.  Shawhan  was  to 
lose  the  whole  amount;  if  a success,  he  was  to 
receive  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  their  work. 
They  set  sail  from  New  York  to  Chagres,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  Isthmus,  well  provided  with 
six  months’  provisions,  camp  outfit,  and  other 
necessaries.  At  the  Isthmus  they  hired-  natives 
to  take  their  outfit  to  Panama  for  $100.  Eight 
dimes  went  to  the  dollar,  and  they  had  supplied 
themselves  with  $ioo  in  dimes.  They  had  ship- 
ped one  year’s  extra  provisions  around  Cape  Horn, 
and  when  these  reached  San  Francisco  theydid  not 
even  take  them  from  the  steamship  offices.  Each 
man  also  had  a trunkfull  of  clothing,  which  was 
more  than  needed  and  which  was  never  taken 
from  the  storage  room.  On  their  arrival  at  Pan- 


ama, no  vessels  yet  being  running  in  the  San 
Francisco  trade,  they  waited  ten  days,  and  then 
with  over  a hundred  other  passengers  boarded  a 
British  mail  vessel,  plying  between  Panama  and 
Valparaiso.  They  all  agreed  to  stay  on  this 
boat  unil  they  could  put  in  at  a port  and  charter 
a vessel  for  San  Francisco.  At  Callao,  Peru, 
they  found  a whaler  four  months  out  from  Nan- 
tucket, which  they  chartered,  and  after  ten  days’ 
delay,  which  was  necessary  to  transform  this  ves- 
sel into  a rudely  equipped  passenger  boat,  in 
which  they  finally  set  sail,  and  fifty-two  days 
later  arrived  at  their  destination.  Soon  after 
they  went  to  Sacramento,  and  found  they  had  but 
$280  left  out  of  their  $2,800.  This  was  the  first 
party  that  left  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  for  Califor- 
nia, and  consisted  of  the  following  men:  R.  E. 

Brewster,  William  Holt,  John  Schmitt,  and  R. 
W.  Kelly.  It  took  them  from  February  1 to 
June  8,  to  make  the  journey  from  Tiffin.  Ohio, 
to  San  Francisco,  California. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  this  party  began  min- 
ing in  what  is  now  Eldorado  county,  Cal.,  on 
the  middle  fork  of  the  American  river,  and  win- 
tered four  miles  from  Sutter's  mill,  the  place 
where  gold  was  first  discovered.  The  party  re- 
mained together  for  two  months,  when  our  sub- 
ject and  William  Holt  formed  a partnership,  and 
worked  together  during  the  remainder  of  their 
stay  there.  On  October  1,  1S50,  Mr.  Kelly  and 
his  partner,  Mr.  Holt,  left  San  Francisco  on  a 
steamer,  and  returned  to  New  York  by  Panama, 
reaching  Tiffin  on  the  first  of  the  following  Decem- 
ber. These  men  were  strictly  honorable,  and 
carried  out  their  agreement,  dividing  their  profits 
with  Mr.  Shawhan,  each  having  a snug  sum  of 
money  left,  and  which,  in  the  case  of  our  subject, 
was  the  foundation  of  his  success  in  business. 

His  first  enterprise  was  the  purchase  of  159 
acres  of  land  in  Section  14,  in  Perry  township, 
for  which  he  paid  $2,000  cash,  leaving  a balance 
of  $900  on  time.  He  was  married  June  5,  1S51, 
in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Dresser, 
who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  May  23, 
1830.  Aaron  Dresser,  her  father,  was  a son  of 
Samuel  Dresser,  and  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  his  time 
was  given  him  by  his  father,  and  he  came  to  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  about  1820.  He  had  a good 
common-school  education,  and  taught  school  for 
a number  of  years.  He  married  Esther  Davis, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1834  came  with  his  family 
to  Portage  township,  Wood  county,  the  journey 
being  made  with  ox-teams,  and  they  crossing 
many  deep  streams,  some  of  which  t lie  cattle  had 
to  swim.  Their  land  was  in  an  uncleared  forest. 
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where  they  built  a small  house,  and  much  hard 
labor  was  expended  in  preparing  the  land  for  cul- 
tivation. The  children  of  this  family  were  as  fol- 
lows: Sarah  A.,  who  died  when  fourteen  years 

old;  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Susan  L. , who 
married  Andrew  J.  Hall,  and  died  at  twenty-two 
years  of  age;  Daniel,  who  died  when  twenty-four 
years  old;  John,  who  died  at  sixteen;  Margaretta 
(now  Mrs.  Henry  Adams),  who  lives  in  Portage 
township;  Mary  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Reuben  Hillard,  and  died  in  Portage  township. 
Aaron  Dresser  lived  to  be  over  ninety-two  years 
old,  his  wife  passing  away  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years.  Both  are  buried  in  Millgrove  cem- 
etery. Mrs.  Kelly  taught  school  for  four  years 
before  her  marriage,  the  salary  being  $1.50  per 
week,  which  was  considered  excellent  wages  in 
those  days. 

When  Mr.  Kelly  located  on  his  farm,  in  Perry 
township,  it  was  in  poor  shape,  its  only  improve- 
ments being  a small  frame  house  and  a round- 
log  stable.  He  spent  considerable  time  and  labor 
on  it,  and  in  March,  1852,  traded  farms  with 
Justus  Stearns,  of  Montgomery  township,  receiv- 
ing 200  acres  in  exchange  for  his  1 59  acres. 
Later  he  sold  this  farm  for  $3,000,  and  in  1854 
opened  up  a general  merchandise  store  in  West 
Millgrove,  buying  his  goods  in  New  York  City. 
He  was  very  successful  in  this  business,  which  he 
carried  on  for  five  years;  but  failing  health  com- 
pelled him  to  retire  from  business,  and  he  traded 
his  store  and  other  property  for  400  acres  of  land 
in  Montgomery  township,  and,  renting  his  father’s 
old-home  farm  in  that  township,  removed  to  it  in 
the  spring  of  1S60,  where  he  lived  until  March, 
1882.  He  then  removed  to  his  present  location, 
in  Section  4,  Perry  township,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  He  has  practically  been  a farmer 
continuously  since  1859,  and  now  owns  over  700 
acres  of  valuable  farming  land.  In  188  i he  built 
one  of  the  best  farm  residences  in  Wood  county, 
which  is  situated  near  West  Millgrove,  and  where 
he  and  his  family  are  enjoying  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  life. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  were  as 
follows:  Josiah  I).,  born  April  5,  [852,  lives  in 

Damascus  township,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio;  Rachel 
K-,  July  31,  1853,  resides  with  her  parents; 
Charles  W.,  October  31,  1855,  died  August  ii, 
>857;  Eleanor  E.,  October  20,  1S60,  married 
George  A.  Adams,  and  died  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship,  June  25,  1886;  John  A..  January  [9,  1861, 
lives  in  Montgomery  township;  Rezin  W. , Jr., 
December  12,  1864,  resides  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Kelly  has  always  been  a public-spirited 
C|tizen,  and  has  contributed  liberally  toward  get- 


| ting  the  railroads  through  his  portion  of  the  coun- 
ty. He  was  originally  a Whig,  becoming  a Re- 
! publican  on  the  formation  of  that  party.  In  1854 
j he  served  as  assessor  in  Perry  township,  and  in 
1856  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  office 
he  resigned  after  one  year.  In  1870  he  was 
j elected  land  assessor  of  Montgomery  township, 
and  later  served  for  one  year  as  trustee.  In  1 S7  r 
1 he  was  elected  county  commissioner,  and,  after 
serving  four  and  a half  years,  was  re-elected;  but 
! resigned  the  office.  In  1880  he  served  as  real-es- 
i tate  assessor  in  Montgomery  township.  In  all 
these  responsible  positions  he  showed  much  busi- 
ness ability  and  good  judgment.  He  has  for 
thirty-one  years  been  a member  of  the  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  various  lodges  at 
Perrysburg,  Tiffin,  and  Fostoria.  In  1886  Mr. 
Kelly  took  a trip  to  the  Pacific  coast,  visiting 
places  where  he  had  been  in  1849,  and  noting  with 
pleasure  the  wonderful  growth  and  development 
in  that  portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Kelly  is  a man  exceedingly  well  preserved 
for  his  years,  and  possesses  a wonderful  memory, 

' which  makes  him  a very  entertaining  companion. 
He  is  a man  of  good  judgment  and  much  com- 
mon sense  in  business  matters,  and  is  consulted 
: by  his  neighbors  on  many  subjects.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  citizens  of  Perry  township  and,  with  his 
wife,  has  a host  of  friends  throughout  the  county. 
Mrs.  Kelly  has  for  many  years  been  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a most  estima- 
ble woman. 

George  Ellsworth,  fruitgrower,  etc.,  was 
born  June  3,  1828,  in  Allegany  county,  X.  Y., 
whence,  when  six  years  old,  he  came  with  his 
mother  to  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county. 
Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education  in  a log 
school  house. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  con- 
i tractor  and  builder  in  Scott  township,  until  1865, 
when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  located  in 
! Milton  township,  on  a tract  of  land  which  he  im- 
1 proved,  working  at  farming  in  connection  with 
his  trade.  He  remained  in  Milton  township  until 
187S,  going  from  there  to  Center  township,  where 
he  bought  fifteen  acres  of  land,  now  situated  in 
1 the  corporation  of  Bowling  Green,  and  began  the 
| cultivation  of  fruit,  making  a specialty  of  grapes, 
from  which  he  produces  some  excellent  wine. 
Mr.  Ellsworth  was  married  July  4,  1S52.  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Clinger,  who  was  born  March  12, 
1838,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Clinger. 
They  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Reuben  M.,  born  December  ii,  1854,  is  a police 
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officer  in  Bowling  Green  (he  married  Belle  Fer- 
ciot,  and  they  have  two  children);  Francis  H., 
born  March  30,  1856,  is  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Kansas  (he  married  Nellie  Finnucan,  and 
they  have  three  children);  George  \Y.,  born  No- 
vember 16,  1864,  is  a music  teacher  and  piano 
tuner  in  Bowling  Green  (his  wife  was  Hattie 
Shutt);  Willis  G. , born  November  19,  1867; 
Eugene  E.,  born  April  22,  1S80;  and  one  child 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  four  years  in  Scott  township,  San- 
dusk}’  county,  and  no  appeal  was  taken  from  his 
court  while  he  was  on  the  bench;  he  also  held  the 
office  of  assessor  in  the  township.  He  is  a man 
of  broad  mind  and  liberal  views,  and  his  sense  of 
justice  so  clear  that  even  his  political  opponents 
acknowledge  his  worthiness,  and  were  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  of- 
fice. In  politics  he  is  liberal,  voting  for  the  man 
rather  than  the  party.  In  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  moral  advancement  of  the  community,  he 
has  always  acted  a zealous  part.  Mrs.  Ellsworth 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Adventist  Church,  ac- 
cepting its  primitive  doctrines  as  orthodox.  She 
is  an  extensive  reader,  a student  in  all  Church 
matters,  and  her  friends  consult  her  as  an  author- 
ity on  all  religious  topics. 

James  Ellsworth,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1768,  and  was  by 
occupation  a building  and  contractor.  He  died 
when  our  subject  was  four  years  old.  He  married 
Miss  Margaret  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1832,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, she  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Scott  town- 
ship, where  she  bought  ten  acres  of  land,  which 
her  sons  helped  to  clear.  Those  who  see  the 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  county  can 
not  fully  realize  the  struggles  and  hardships  en- 
dured by  this  noble  pioneer  woman  in  her  efforts 
to  make  a home  in  the  wilderness  for  her  four 
small  children.  They  were  fifteen  miles  from 
mill,  and  hence  they  pounded  their  corn  for  the 
customary  “Johnny  cake”  and  “mush;”  it  was 
of  frequent  occurrence,  when  the  mother  had  pre- 
pared a meal  for  her  children,  that  some  Indian 
squaw  would  come  in  and  demand  her  share — a 
share  sufficiently  large  to  make  it  inconvenient 
for  the  hungry  children.  Wild  animals,  carried 
off  the  poultry  and  stock,  and  the  necessity  of 
guarding  their  possessions  early  developed  the 
instincts  of  the  hunter  in  the  son  George.  In 
spite  of  all  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  widowed 
mother,  she  succeeded  in  accomplishing  her  pur- 
pose, and,  in  the  consciousness  of  a duty  per- 
formed, passed  to  her  final  rest  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  her  age. 


Daniel  Fralick.  Prominent  among  the 
; men  who  have  carved  out  their  own  fortunes  b} 
honest  toil  and  careful  management,  is  the  sub- 
! ject  of  this  biography,  a highly  respected  agricult- 
urist of  Montgomery. 

He  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Perm.,  De- 
1 cember  28,  1828,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
j (Shupp)  Fralick,  and  was  brought  to  Ohio,  dur- 
ing his  childhood,  by  his  parents.  His  father  se- 
cured a tract  of  woodland  near  Bucyrus,  where  a 
brother  resided,  with  whom  he  made  a temporary 
home  while  constructing  a log  cabin  upon  his  own 
property.  He  was  a hard  worker,  but  remained 
comparatively  poor,  owning  at  his  death  only  a 
. small  farm.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
| years,  but  his  wife  died  a number  of  years  before 
: him.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  five 
i were  boys. 

Mr.  Fralick,  who  was  the  third  child  and 
second  son,  from  an  early  age  was  made  useful 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  did  some  work  for 
others.  The  schools  were  distant,  the  roads  bad, 
and  at  best  the  instruction  was  poor,  and  his 
chances  for  an  education  were  limited.  At  twenty 
: years  he  began  working,  on  his  own  account,  as 
a farm  hand  at  fifty  cents  a day,  and  in  a few 
S years  saved  several  hundred  dollars.  At  twenty- 
six  he  was  married  in  Crawford  county  to  Miss 
j Ann  Newcomer,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  about  1835,  ^ie  daughter  of  Samuel 
| and  Polly  (Houseworth)  Newcomer,  who  both 
died  during  her  childhood,  leaving  her  to  be 
reared  by  strangers.  Mr.  Fralick  rented  a small 
j log  house  which  he  furnished  very  simply,  and 
here  the  young  couple  began  housekeeping,  and 
for  some  years  he  lived  upon  rented  farms  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Crawford  county. 

In  1858  he  came  to  Wood  county  and  bought 
forty  acres  in  Section  3,  Montgomery  township, 
near  Bradner,  upon  which  a few  trees  had  been 
cut  here  and  there,  the  cleared  portion  not  being 
I more  than  five  acres  in  all.  A log  cabin  stood 
upon  the  place,  which,  though  small,  had  the 
unique  charm  of  being  the  first  home  that  he 
could  call  his  own,  and,  when  he  could  look  over 
five  acres  of  growing  corn  and  two  of  wheat,  he 
began  to  feel  truly  independent.  His  labor  was 
rewarded  with  increasing  prosperity,  and  lie 
added  small  tracts  of  land  until  his  farm  now  con- 
1 tains  120  acres  — less  the  amount  taken  by  the 
T.  & O.  C.  R.  R.  for  a right  of  way.  His  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  are  excellent;  but 
| we  regret  to  say  that  his  success  was  not  won 
I without  the  impairment  of  Mr.  Fralick’s  health 
1 by  overwork.  He  is  a steadfast  believer  in 
i Democratic  principles.  Of  five  children,  Edwin, 
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the  youngest,  is  the  only  survivor;  Calvin  died 
at  thirty  years  of  age,  Nelson  at  twenty-eight, 
and  two  daughters  — Minerva  and  Mary  — were 
called  from  earth  in  childhood. 

Daniel  Philo,  a prominent  agticulturist  and 
stock  raiser  of  Webster  township,  was  born  in 
1827  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  his  father, 
Plurlbert  Philo,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  On  reaching  his  majority 
Mr.  Philo  left  home  and  worked  as  a laborer  for 
three  years.  He  then  rented  a farm  of  200  acres 
in  Erie  count}7,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
April,  1 S 5 S , when  he  came  to  Wood  county  and 
settled  on  a farm  near  Tontogany.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Erie  county,  January  19,  1854,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Marks,  a native  of  England,  born  April 
27,  1835,  who  came  to  America  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  seven  years  old.  Of  this  union 
seven  children  were  born;  James  Dell  is  a farmer; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Emmett;  William  Al- 
bert, George,  and  Ward  are  prosperous  farmers; 
William  L.  died  September  22,  1859,  aged  one 
year  and  ten  months;  Sarah  Jane,  the  second  in 
the  family,  who  became  the  wife  of  Job  Walker, 
died  September  12,  1 888,  aged  twenty-seven  years 
and  one  day. 

In  1866  Mr.  Philo  removed  with  his  family  to 
Webster  township,  where  he  bought  twenty  acres 
of  land,  to  which  he  has  added  by  subsequent 
purchases  until  he  now  owns  200  acres,  and  ranks 
as  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  the  township. 
His  thrifty  and  energetic  management  have  been 
well  rewarded,  and  his  farm  is  considered  a model 
one.  In  1895  he  built  a residence  costing  $2,700. 
For  the  last  twenty  years,  he  has  borne  a heavy 
affliction,  the  gradual  loss  of  his  sight  from  catar- 
act. He  is  interested  in  several  business  enter- 
prises, and  holds  stock  in  the  Dunbridge  Elevator 
Company  and  the  Lime  City  Mutual  Fire  Asso- 
ciation. 

Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  among  his  neighbors  has  given 
him  much  influence  in  local  affairs.  He  has  been 
school  director  for  twelve  years,  and  has  also 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  He  and 
his  family  are  leading  members  of  the,  M.  E. 
Church. 

John  Erven,  deceased.  Among  the  enter- 
prising agriculturists  of  Grand  Rapids  township, 
there  were  none  who  commanded  in  a greater 
measure  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity than  did  the  late  John  Erven.  His 
parents,  Henry  and  Sarah  (Ward)  Erven,  were 


prominent  residents  of  Noble  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  first  saw  the  light,  November  27,  1850. 
Henry  Erven,  the  father,  was  killed  in  a railroad 
accident  in  1862,  leaving  his  wife  with  five  chil- 
dren to  support,  of  whom  our  subject,  then  a 
lad  of  twelve  years  was  the  eldest. 

John  Erven  received  a good  education  there, 
and  for  some  years  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
later  in  farming  and  stockraising.  In  187:  he 
came  to  Wood  county  and  purchased  fifty-six 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
digging  ditches,  planting  an  orchard,  and  erect- 
ing neat  and  substantial  buildings.  To  this 
home  he  brought  his  bride,  formerly  Miss  Lucre- 
tia  McLain,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  November  6,  1878.  She  was  born 
February  20,  1852,  and  was  one  of  the  eleven 
children  of  William  McLain,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  (Clarke)  McLain.  Mr.  McLain  died 
April  12,  1878,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
August  3,  1887.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Erven 
added  sixty-eight  acres  to  his  original  purchase, 
making  in  all  a fine  farm,  which  is  now  under  the 
judicious  management  of  his  widow,  a lady  of 
unusual  executive  ability. 

Four  children  were  born  to  their  union:  Orrin, 
December  4,  1879;  Lottie,  May  1,  1881;  Lewis, 
December  18,  1884;  and  Bessie,  November  11. 
1886,  all  of  whom  are  living.  To  his  little  family 
the  death  of  the  father  on  January  17,  1893,  was 
an  irreparable  loss,  and  outside  the  home  circle 
the  cutting  off  of  so  strong  and  vital  an  influence 
for  good,  was  felt  wherever  he  was  known.  To  use 
his  mother’s  words,  “ John  always  was  a good 
boy.”  In  the  Methodist  Church,  which  he  and  his 
wife  had  joined  in  early  years,  he  was  an  active 
worker,  holding  the  office  of  steward,  and  doing 
faithful  work  in  the  Sunday-school,  both  as 
teacher  and  superintendent.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  his  generous  assistance  was  given 
to  every  local  movement,  especially  those  which 
promised  educational  advancement,  and  he  served 
as  school  director  a number  of  years. 

Andrew  P.  Jameson,  a prominent  agricultur- 
ist and  teacher  of  Webster  township,  was  born  in 
Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  July  2,  1831,  of  Irish 
parentage. 

Rev.  Ira  Jameson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
p.n  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  sometime  in  the  early  ’30s  settled  on  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  Hancock  county,  and  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  at  the  same  time  continuing 
his  ministerial  labors  among  the  settlers  and 
Indians.  Of  the  three  sons  of  Ira,  our  subject  is 
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the  eldest;  C.  S.,  the  second  son,  is  an  agricult- 
urist still  residing  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Ira 
M.,  the  youngest  in  the  family,  is  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  M.  E.  Church. 

On  September  25,  1861,  Andrew.  P Jameson 
enlisted  in  tire  Federal  army,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  Company  PI,  57th  O.  V.  I.  He  was  ap- 
pointed sergeant;  but  was  disabled  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  and  on  October  2S,  1S62,  at  Corinth, 
Miss.,  he  was  discharged  on  surgeon’s  certificate 
of  disability. 

In  1863,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Boltz,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  C. 
Boltz,  of  German  descent,  born  in  Lebanon 
county,  Penn.,  January  9,  1836.  Four  sons 

graced  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife:  (1) 
Elmer  was  engaged  in  the  agricultural-implement 
business  for  some  years,  but  is  now  a farmer  in 
Jackson  township.  In  October,  1889,  he  was 
married  to  Fannie  L.  Egbert,  of  Vanlue,  Ohio, 
and  to  them  three  children  have  been  born  — 
Mary,  Ralph  S.  and  Ira  Delov.  (2)  Milan,  the 
second  son,  completed  a course  at  the  N.  A.  N . S. , 
and  then  taught  school  for  some  years.  Under 
Gov.  Campbell's  administration,  he  was  ap- 
pointed guard  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary;  but  since 
the  change  in  the  administration  he  has  had 
charge  of  the  old  honiestead  near  Dowling,  where 
his  mother  resides  with  him.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  assessor  of  his  township.  On  December 
29,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Althea  Hanney, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Maretta  Hanney,  of 
Dowling.  One  child  has  been  born  to  them, 
Jewell  J.,  born  January  30,  1895.  (3)  Curtis, 

more  familiarly  known  as  "Curt,’’  is  a practical 
machinist,  having  engaged  in  that  work  almost 
from  boyhood.  At  present  he  is  running  a line  of 
farm  machinery  on  Jackson  Prairie.  He  is  still 
unmarried.  (4)  Deloy  H.,  the  youngest  of  this 
family  of  boys,  was  ordained  a minister  in  the  M. 
E.  Church,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Kingston, 
Tenn.  When  only  seventeen  he  began  teaching 
in  the  public  schools,  and  was  elected  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  at  Gibsonburg,  Ohio, 
before  he  was  twenty-one,  and  he  held  this  posi- 
tion until  he  entered  the  O.  W.  U.,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  to  prepare  himself  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry. His  health  failing,  he  went  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  entered  the  U.  S.  Grant  University;  but 
while  in  his  Sophomore  year,  his  health  failed 
him  again,  and  he  entered  at  once  on  the  active 
work  of  the  ministry.  In  1894.  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Kate  Wetzel,  who  at  that  time  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  Grammar  Department  of  the  Perrys- 
burg,  Ohio,  schools.  They  have  one  son,  Rav- 
mond  Deloy,  born  August  15,  1S95.  Rev.  L). 


H.  Jameson  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  I. 
O.  O.  IC,  and  K.  P.  fraternities-. 

In  1S70,  Andrew  P.  Jameson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  moved,  with  his  family,  to  Wood 
county,  purchasing  128  acres  of  the  northwestern 
corner  of  Webster  township,  principally  forest 
land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  For  a 
i number  of  years  he  taught  school  in  the  county, 
but  consumption  having  fastened  upon  him,  he 
, went  to  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  for  his  health;  after 
which  he  returned  to  Wood  county,  but  died 
January  18,  1876,  shortly  after  his  return. 

Socially,  he  was  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
and  politically,  he  was  a member  of  the  Demo- 
crat party,  as  are  all  of  his  sons,  but  one. 

Milton  Ashley,  a well-known  carpenter  and 
! manufacturer  residing  at  Bradner,  is  one  of  the 
j prosperous  business  men  of  that  town,  and  his 
j success  in  business  is  due  no  less  to  h:s  skill  as  a 
I mechanic  than  to  the  confidence  which  his  integ- 
ritv  in  his  dealings  has  won  in  the  community. 
Since  he  started  in  his  chosen  calling  he  has 
always  found  plenty  dodo  wherever  he  might  be, 
and  there  is  no  one  who  has  employed  him  for 
whom  he  could  not  work  again.  He  is  of 
“Down  East  Yankee  ” stock  on  both  sides,  and 
wras  born  March  30,  1830,  in  what  is  now  Ben- 
nington township,  Morrow  Co.,  Ohio,  then  a 
part  of  Knox  county. 

William  H.  Ashley,  his  grandfather,  came 
from  New  England  with  his  family  in  181S,  de- 
scending the  Ohio  river  to  Portsmouth,  and 
from  there  going  up  the  Scioto  to  Morrow  county. 
Our  subject’s  father,  William  T.  Ashley,  was 
among  the  oldest  children,  and  was  the  first  son. 
He  was  married  a few  years  after  their  arrival,  to 
M iss  Nancy  Davis,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Davis, 
a New  Englander  by  birth.  Of  the  four  children 
of  this  marriage  our  subject  was  the  second,  and 
is  now  probably  the  only  survivor.  Leroy,  the 
first  child,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Harlas 
died  in  Cardington,  Ohio,  and  Seaman,  an  expert 
jeweler,  went  to  Washington  State,  and  all  trace 
of  him  has  been  lost.  The  father  owned  a small 
I farm,  and  also  followed  the  mason’s  trade.  He 
died  in  1845,  and  about  five  years  later  his  widow 
married  William  Maley.  She  was  a woman  of 
j fine  executive  ability  and  artistic  tastes,  and  was 
j engaged  in  the  millinery  business  for  many  years. 
Her  death  occurred  March  10,  1895.  while  she 
was  in  Bradner  visiting  her  son. 

Mr.  Ashley’s  educational  advantages  were  of 
i the  primitive  order,  the  log  school  house  of  his 
district,  with  puncheon  seats  and  floor,  giving  him 
his  only  opportunities.  These  were  weil-im- 
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proved,  however,  and  there  15  no  one  more  desir- 
ous of  better  facilities  for  the  youth  of  to-day- 
than  our  subject.  At  twenty  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  serving  two  and  one-half 
years  at  three  dollars  per  month.  In  April,  1851, 
he  was  married  in  Sparta,  Ohio,  to  his  first  wife,  Ruth 
Rees,  a daughter  of  Theophilus  Rees,  of  Chester 
township,  Morrow  county.  They  began  house- 
keeping at  Sparta,  where  three  children  were 
born  to  them:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  John  Sanderson, 

of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio;  William,  who  engaged  in 
stove  manufacturing  and  the  tinware  business  at 
Newark,  Ohio,  but  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight;’ 
and  Wallace,  now  a leading  plumber  and  gas- 
fitter  at  Newark.  For  a number  of  years  Mr. 
Ashley  followed  his  trade  at  Sparta,  but  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  December  31, 
1867,  he  worked  at  different  places,  and  was  em- 
ployed to  some  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
carriage  bodies.  On  December  24,  1872, he  con- 
tracted a second  marriage,  with  Ellen  Brown,  who 
was  born  January  5,  1845,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Rachel  (Mills)  Brown,  and  widow  of  John 
Stahl,  of  Company  I,  72nd  O.  V.  I.  They  have 
had  two  children:  Allen  B.,  a remarkably  tal- 

ented boy,  possessing  grep.t  mechanical  skill, 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  and  Dot,  an  accom- 
plished musician,  is  now  attending  school  at  Val- 
paraiso, Indiana. 

In  1873  Mr.  Ashley  moved  to  Freeport,  Ohio, 
and  after  about  three  years,  established  himself 
in  Bradner,  where  he  has  since  remained  with 
the  exception  of  three  years  in  Mt.  Vernon  in  a 
sash,  door  and  planing  mill.  He  is  a man  of 
excellent  business  ability,  and  aside  from  his 
trade  he  has  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  sucker 
rods,  tanks  and  other  contrivances  in  demand  for 
various  purposes.  He  owns  fifty-five  acres  of 
valuable  land  adjoining  Bradner,  and  his  home 
is  a most  pleasant  one  from  every  point  of  view. 
He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  take  an  interest  in  the  vari- 
ous lines  of  work.  Mr.  Ashley  has  always  been 
a Democrat,  in  principle,  although  not  a strict 
partisan,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

John  Russell,  a prominent  carriage  dealer  of 
Bloonulale,  is  a native  of  Bloom  township,  and 
a representative  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
highly  esteemed  pioneer  families. 

John  Russell,  his  father,  for  many  years 
known  as  Squire  Russell,  was  born  in  Austin- 
town,  Mahoning  county,  August  23,  1S14.  He 
was  married  at  Middlesex,  Mercer  Co.,  Penn., 
by  Rev.  William  Nesby,  to  Miss  Lois  May,  a 


native  of  New  Troy,  Kingston  toumship,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  born  August  6,  1S20.  They  lived  in 
Mahoning  county  for  about  six  years,  Mr  Rus- 
sell following  the  occupation  of  millwright.  Two 
of  their  eleven  children  were  born  there:  Caro- 

line, who  was  born  in  Boardman  township,  June 
11,  1840,  and  died  January  23,  1S50,  at  their 
later  home  in  Wood  county;  and  Benton,  born 
on  Mill  creek,  January  11,  1843.,  who  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  of  typhoid 
fever  at  Nashville  before  seeing  any  active  serv- 
ice. His  remains  were  brought  home  and 
buried  in  Bloom  township.  In  October,  1843, 
our  subject’s  parents  came  to  Wood  county  by 
[ wagon,  the  father  having  previously  bargained 
for  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township.  His 
brother  Jonathan  had  come  two  weeks  before  to 
prepare  a shelter,  and  on  their  arrival  they  found 
i a 20x20  cabin,  minus  floors,  doors  and  windows; 

: blankets  supplied  the  places  of  the  latter,  and 
[ with  true  pioneer  spirit  they  made  the  best  of  ev- 
erything. The  father  had  only  $20  left  at  the 
journey’s  end;  but  he  began  to  work  as  he  could 
‘ at  carpentering,  and  the  mother  made  some 
money  by  tailoring.  They  went  to  mill  at  Fos- 
; toria,  Tiffin  or  Perrysburg,  their  ox-team  taking 
two  days  to  make  the  trip.  The  timber  on  their 
land  was  heavy,  and  they  had  to  hire  help  to  as- 
sist in  clearing,  paying  for  it  in  farm  produce. 
Nine  children  were  born  at  their  new  home: 
Mary,  October  20,  1844,  who  now  resides  in 
Bloomdale;  John,  February  17,  1847;  our 

subject;  Homer,  September  24,  1849.  a farm- 
er of  Cass  township,  Hancock  county;  Pierce, 
November  20,  1851,  who  met  his  death  by 

accident,  June  4,  1870,  while  shearing  sheep; 
Frank,  September  1.  1853,  a resident  of  Jackson 
township,  Hancock  county;  James,  March  21, 
1855,  who  died  November  26,  1S72;  Lois, 

July  19,  1857,  who  died  August  30,  1 S 7 S : Ada- 
| line,  March  17,  i860,  now  a resident  of  Youngs- 
town; and  Lorinda  J.,  March  18,  1863,  who 

died  April  9,  1866.  In  spite  of  some  misfortunes, 

! including  the  entire  loss  of  home  bv  fire  in  186S. 

Squire  Russell  managed  to  acquire  a fine  prop- 
I erty,  and  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death  200 
j acres  in  good  condition.  He  was  a Democrat 
until  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  when  he  became  an 
i ardent  advocate  of  Republican  principles.  He 
i was  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  possessing  the 
courage  of  his  convictions,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected throughout  the  community.  He  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty-three  years,  and 
held  that  office  during  the  stirring  tinn  attending 
the  removal  of  the  county  seat.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 24,  1884,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a devout  and 
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consistent  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  greatly  | 
loved  for  her  many  good  qualities,  survived  him  ! 
but  a few  years,  dying  January  17,  1890.  She  i 
had  lived  on  the  farm  forty-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  found  plenty  of 
work  to  do  in  his  early  days  upon  the  farm,  but  j 
he  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  1 
the  schools  of  his  day.  At  twenty-one  he  began 
working  for  wages  on  neighboring  farms,  and  in 
1870  he  went  to  Kansas  and  followed  the  same 
occupation  in  Jefferson  and  Douglas  counties. 
Later  he  pre-empted  160  acres,  not  then  surveyed, 
in  Howard  county,  now  Chautauqua  count}’.  He 
remained  two  years,  keeping  “bachelor's  hall” 
in  a plank  house,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S72  returned 
to  Bloom  township,  with  health  permanently 
impaired  by  chills  and  fever.  He  remained  at 
home  until  after  his  mother's  death,  working  at 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  November,  1890,  he 
and  his  sister  Mary  went  to  Bowling  Green  to 
reside.  In  September,  1892,  they  moved  to 
Bloorndale.  For  some  time  Mr.  Russell  has  been  j 
engaged  in  selling  carriages,  and  in  1894  he  built 
a repository  to  accommodate  his  rapidly  extend- 
ing trade.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Bloorndale 
Building  & Loan  Association,  and  by  the  success 
of  his  various  enterprises  he  has  won  a high  rank 
in  business  circles.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  has  taken  an  active  share  in  local  work, 
serving  as  township  trustee  and  supervisor.  He 
is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  406,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Bloorndale,  and  Green  Encampment  No.  210,  at 
Bowling  Green. 

D.  K.  Brchjgher,  one  of  Wood  county’s  in- 
telligent and  progressive  farmers,  belongs  to  that 
class  of  representative  citizens  on  whom  the  wel- 
fare of  every  nation  depends.  History  usually 
deals  with  the  lives  of  those  who  are  prominent 
in  political,  military  or  literary  circles;  but  it  is 
the  men  who  remain  quietly  at  home,  faithfully 
and  honorably  performing  each  day’s  duties  to 
whom  the  stability  of  the  country  is  due.  Such 
a man  is  our  subject. 

Mr.  Brougher  was  born  October  18,  1828,  in 
the  village  of  Liberty,  Randolph  Co.,  N.  C. 
His  great-grandfather  was  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America.  The  grandfather,  Adarn 
Brougher,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  North  Carolina.  His  son  Fred- 
erick was  born  and  reared  in  the  latter  State,  and 
when  a young  man  learned  the  trade  of  shocmak- 
ing,  but  on  account  of  his  health  was  obliged  to 
abandon  this,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
tanning  business,  which  later  he  carried  on  in 
connection  with  farming.  In  Randolph  county 


he  married  Miss  Nellie  Staley,  a native  of  that 
county.  Her  father’s  mother  was  a cousin  of  the 
royal  family  of  Germany.  Frederick  Brougher. 
after  some  years,  removed  with  his  family  to 
Florida;  but  as  his  wife  did  not  like  that  country, 
he  returned  northward,  and  fora  short  time  lived 
in  Ohio.  He  then  removed  to  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  where  he  left  his  family,  and  on  horseback 
journeyed  over  that  part  of  the  country  in  search 
of  a suitable  location.  Rot  finding  what  he 
wanted,  he  spent  a short  time  at  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.,  and  returned  to  southern  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  then  removed  to  Allen 
county,  Ohio,  thence  to  Putnam  county,  where  he 
entered  ninety-three  acres  of  land  in  Greensburg 
I township,  being  the  third  settler  there.  From 
Allen  county  he  brought  with  him  a hand-mill  in 
which  he  used  to  grind  corn,  otherwise  he  would 
have  been  compelled  to  go  forty  miles  to  a water- 
mill. This  old  mill  of  his  has  been  on  exhibition 
at  the  Pioneer  meetings  of  Putnam  county,  as  a 
relic  of  pioneer  days.  His  farm  he  increased 
from  time  to  time  until  it  comprised  493  acres, 
and  to  its  cultivation  he  devoted  his  energies  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  there  June  13,  1875. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1889. 

This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Brockmon.  who  died  on  the 

old  homestead  in  Putnam  county,  in  1894;  Jack- 
son,  who  entered  the  army  in  1861,  and  died  in 
a hospital  at  Vicksburg;  Hoadley,  a farmer  of 
Monroe  township,  Putnam  county;  Hogan,  also 
of  Putnam  county;  Staley,  who  enlisted  in  the 
army  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  served  through- 
out the  struggle,  and  is  now'  following  farming  in 
Oklahoma;  Bersheba,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  R.  Crow,  and  died  in  Putnam  county; 
Mrs.  Tennie  Goris,  of  Montana,  and  Ann,  widow 
of  William  Ault,  of  Putnam  county. 

Our  subject  w’as  quite  young  when,  with  his 
parents,  he  left  his  native  State.  He  accom- 
panied them  on  their  various  removals  until  their 
final  settlement  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  inherited  eighty  acres  of 
land  from  his  father,  and  to  this  he  added  eighty 
acres,  for  some  time  clearing  and  cultivating 
sixty  acres.  He  then  sold,  and  purchased  520 
acres  in  Palmer  township,  Putnam  county,  of 
which  he  remained  owner  for  a year.  He  then 
disposed  of  the  property,  and  returned  to  the  old 
1 homestead,  buying  out  the  interest  of  the  other 
1 heirs.  This  he  afterward  sold,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1882  came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  320  acres.  He  has 
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\ tiled  and  fenced  the  place,  erected  thereon  good 
barns,  and  has  made  other  excellent  improve- 
| ments,  until  he  now  lias  one  of  the  valuable  and 

I'  desirable  places  of  the  community.  He  is  a man 
of  energy  and  determination,  one  who  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
undertakes,  and  his  industrious  efforts  have 
brought  to  him  a handsome  property.  In  poli- 
- tics  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  best  man 
t regardless  of  party.  In  religion  he  is  a Free- 
thinker, regarding  man’s  duty  to  man  to  be  the 
■ only  requisite. 

Washington  Link,  deceased,  was  born  in 
1 Ingham  county,  Mich.,  on  February  22,  1840. 
» His  parents,  William  and  Sarah  Link,  were  na- 

II  tives  of  New  York,  but  their  marriage  was  cele- 
| brated  in  Ingham  county,  Mich.,  where  the  father 
carried  on  blacksmithing  in  connection  with  the 
improvement  and  development  of  his  farm, 
f There  he  died  in  March,  1889,  but  his  wife  still 
I makes  her  home  in  that  county. 

On  attaining  man’s  estate  Washington  Link 

Swas  married  in  his  native  county,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Elizabeth  Guisfert,  who  was  born  in 
v;  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Myrtle 

| Mitchell,  of  Plain  township,  Wood  county;  Well- 
| ington,  and  William.  In  Ingham  county,  Mich., 
\ Mr.  Link  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1888,  and  his  wife, 
| who  still  survives  him,  now  makes  her  home  in 
\ Plain  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she  has 
gained  many  warm  friends.  She  is  a lady  of  kind 
and  generous  impulses,  was  ever  a devoted  wife, 
" and  is  a loving  mother. 

The  early  home  of  William  Link  was  in  Ing- 
; ham  county,  Mich.,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes 
' to  the  light  of  day  in  1876.  He  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  farm  life.  His  education  was  ob- 
{ tained  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  on 
‘ coming  to  Wood  county,  in  1889,  he  located  in 
Liberty  township,  but  in  1895  removed  to  Plain. 

: hor  two  years  after  coming  to  the  county  he  was 
I engaged  in  the  oil  business,  working  on  a salary, 
I and  is  also  employed  now  in  the  oil  fields.  He 
\ ls  one  of  the  rising  young  business  men  of  the 
, county,  and  will,  no  doubt,  make  a success 
. in  life. 

Frederick  Stroble,  one  of  the  thrifty  and 
. prosperous  agriculturists  of  Perrvsburg  township 
' residing  near  Stony  Ridge,  was  born  March  7, 

• *831,  in  Wellenberg,  Germain.  He  grew  to 
manhood  there,  acquiring  a fair  education  in  the 
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public  schools,  and  for  a short  time  worked  in  a 
i mill,  but  later  determined  to  make  farming  his 
occupation.  In  1859  he  came  to  America  in 
| search  of  better  opportunities  than  his  native  land 
I afforded,  and  after  thirty  days  on  the  ocean,  in  a 
sailing  vessel,  he  landed  in  New  York. 

On  coming  to  Ohio  Mr.  Stroble  located  first 

at  Liverpool,  Medina  county,  but  soon  moved  to 

Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  where  he 

i worked  for  five  years.  He  was  married  there 
J ^ 

April  10,  1862,  to  Miss  Anna  Eckler,  a native  of 
I that  township,  born  January  8,  1844.  Her  par- 
ents, Henry  and  Ann  Eckler,  were  both  natives 
! of  Germany,  where  they  were  married,  comin 
shortly  afterward  to  this  country  and  settiin 
: upon  a farm  in  Erie  count}7  for  some  years,  but 
; finally  making  their  home  in  Lorain  county. 

where  they  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty  - 
| six,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  They 
had  seven  children:  Catherine,  the  wife  of  H. 

i Hempy,  of  Cleveland;  John,  who  died  at  the  old 
home  in  1893:  Margaret,  who  married  Louis 
| Ganss,  and  died  at  Toledo;  Anna,  Mrs.  Stroble; 
May,  the  wife  of  Julius  Kinesy,  a miller  of  Lorain 
county;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Edward  Bickle,  a 
farmer  of  the  same  county,  and  Emanuel,  a 
teamster  in  Elyria 

A few  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Stroble 
moved  with  his  family  to  Wood  county,  settling 
; upon  the  farm  of  seventy-two  acres  upon  which 
they  have  since  resided.  Politically  he  is  a Dem- 
I ocrat,  but  he  is  not  an  active  worker  in  party  af- 
fairs, giving  his  influence  in  quiet  ways  to  the 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  he  deems 
worthy.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  St.  John's  Church  (Lutheran  at  Stony  Ridge, 

1 the  ancestors  of  both  for  generations  having  been 
adherents  of  the  Lutheran  faith.  They  have  two 
children— Frank  L.,  born  December  17,  1862, 

■ and  MaryE.,  born  October  21,  1878. 

Frank  L.  Stroble  is  one  of  the  sturdy,  en- 
terprising young  men  who  promise  to  make  the 
future  of  our  county  a worthy  advance  upon  the 
achievements  of  the  past.  He  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  district,  and  of  late  has  assumed 
j much  of  the  labor  and  responsibility  of  the  farm, 
i In  politics  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  at  Stony  Ridge. 

James  Teller,  a successful  farmer,  business 
man,  and  financier  of  Portage  township,  was 
born  in  Wotchester  county,  N.  Y.,  one  mile  be- 
low the  Croton  Dam,  April  14,  1831,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Bashaba (Underhill ) Teller. 

Solomon  Teller,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was 
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born  of  German  parents,  who  came  to  America 
at  about  the  time  of  the  Colonial  settlement  at 
New  York.  He  and  two  of  his  sons  were  in  the 
war  of  1S12.  He  was  a hatter  by  trade,  and 
accumulated  considerable  property.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  when  Samuel, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  eight  years  old.  When 
he  married  again  his  second  sons  were  bound  out 
to  various  trades,  Samuel  going  to  work  in  a 
woolen  factory,  which  was  situated  just  above  the 
old  Quaker  bridge,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Croton 
river.  He  was  born  October  25,  1797,  and  had 
no  opportunity  for  schooling.  He  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship from  the  time  he  was  nine  years  old 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  rented 
the  factory,  operated  it  for  a number  of  years, 
making  cloth  from  the  raw  material.  Samuel 
Teller  was  married  January  4,  1825,  to  Miss 

Underhill,  who  was  born  October  11,  180C,  in 
We  stchester  county,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Underhill,  a farmer  and  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  Colonial  family.  The  follow- 
ing children  comprised  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Teller:  Phoebe,  born  November  21,  1825,  mar- 

ried and  died  in  Huron  county,  Ohio;  Charity, 
born  April  22,  1829,  was  accidentally  burned  to 
death  when  twelve  years  old;  James  is  our  sub- 
ject; George,  born  July  22,  1834,  died  in  Green- 
wich township,  Huron  county;  Benjamin,  born 
February  22,  1836,  died  in  Portage  township; 
Robert,  born  November  24,  1S40,  died  when 
young;  Mary,  born  January  8,  1843,  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years;  Martha,  born  April  4, 
1846,  died  young;  Emily,  born  April  4,  1850, 
married  Henry  Cline,  and  died  in  Greenwich 
township. 

About  the  year  1836  the  family  came  to  Ohio, 
via  the  Hudson  river  and  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  our  subject  remembers  the  details  of  the 
trip.  They  came  by  boat  from  Buffalo  to  San- 
dusky, thence  by'  wagon  to  Greenwich  township. 
The  father  had  means;  but  rented  some  land  in- 
stead of  buying  it,  as  it  was  a new  business  to 
him.  Besides  operating  the  farm,  he  worked 
two  or  three  years  in  a woolen  factory  at  Monroe- 
ville, Ohio.  His  first  wife  died  in  Greenwich 
township,  Huron  county,  in  1 860,  and  was  buried 
in  Ruggles  township,  Ashland  county.  - Mr. 
Teller  afterward  married  a Miss  Foster,  by  whom 
he  had  no  children.  He  died  suddenly  in  Green- 
wich township,  in  1876,  and  was  buried  by  the 
side  of  his  first  wife.  Both  were  Christians  and 
strict  observers  of  religious  customs.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  a regular  voter,  but 
never  sought  office.  He  was  robust  and  active 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 


James  Teller  attended  the  district  schools  Heal- 
ths Ohio  home,  and  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  occasionally- 
doing  some  odd  jobs  for  an  outsider.  In  the  fall 
of  1861  he  left  by  wagon  for  Wood  county,  where, 
after  looking  around  for  a favorable  locality,  he 
bought  129  acres  of  land  in  Section  8,  Portage 
township,  which  he  paid  for  out  of  his  own  earn- 
ings. It  was  in  its  primitive  condition  of  wilder- 
ness, and,  while  he  was  clearing  a part  of  it,  he 
boarded  with  some  neighbors,  until  his  marriage, 
July  22,  1S62,  in  Perrysburg,  with  Miss  Frances 
Casswell.  She  is  a native  of  Jackson  county, 
Mich.,  born  .October  29,  1840,  a daughter  of  Asa 
Casswell,  a blacksmith,  and  Lucinda  (Lewis)  Cass- 
well, both  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York. 
They  had  five  children:  Frances,  our  subject's 

wife;  Jane  and  George,  twins;  Harriet,  wife  of 
Frank  Stratten,  of  Portage  village,  and  Isa. 
George  was  a member  of  Company'  C,  21st  O.  Y. 

I. ,  and  died  in  Andersonville  prison. 

Mr.  Teller’s  first  house  was  built  of  round  logs, 
hewed  on  the  inside  of  the  house,  and  was  18x26 
feet  in  dimensions.  It  stood  north  of  and  adjoin- 
ing the  present  home.  Subsequently  he  bought 
forty  acres  in  Section  4,  also  eighty  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 5,  and  in  1880  built  his  present  substantial 
residence.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  children  as  follows:  Emily,  born  December 
14,  1863,  now  the  widow  of  George  Lembrick,  of 
j Portage;  Nettie  M.,  born  December  10,  1865. 
married  J.  F.  Wollam,  of  Jerry  City,  Ohio;  Charles 

J. ,  born  July  20,  1868,  lives  on  a farm  in  Port- 
age; Harriet  L. , born  September  29,  1870,  be- 
came Mrs.  E.  W.  Fisher,  of  Portage  village; 
Charity,  born  January  5,  1873.  is  at  home;  Anna, 
born  September  16,  1875;  Andrew,  born  Sep- 

j tember  8,  1878,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Teller  is  a Democrat,  has  served  twelve 
! consecutive  terms  as  township  trustee;  has  also 
served  as  director  in  District  No.  3;  and  has  re- 
fused other  offices.  In  the  spring  of  iS95,nehad 
320  acres  of  land,  eighty'  of  which  he  gave  his 
son  Charles.  His  farm  is  drained  by  75,000  tiles, 
which,  together  with  all  the  improvements  of  the 
place,  has  either  been  done  by  him  personally  or 
under  his  direction.  He  is  a self-made  man,  pos- 
sesses good  common  sense  and  excellent  judgment, 
and  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  No.  1 12,  at  Bowling  Green,  for  over 
twenty  years. 

A.  C.  Walker.  The  well-appointed  farm  of 
this  gentleman  is  located  in  Section  1 1 . Portage 
i township,  and  to  it  he  has  given  his  close  atten- 
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tion  with  results  which  can  hardly  fail  to  be 
satisfactory  to  himself  and  where  his  labors  have 
met  with  success.  He  is  a native  of  Scotland, 
born  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  January  1 6, 
1854,  and  in  the  following  fall  was  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents,  James  and  Anna  (Mitch- 
ell) Walker. 

The  father  took  his  family  to  Ruggles  town- 
ship, Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  where  with  his  limited 
capital  he  purchased  thirty  acres  of  partially 
improved  land.  On  that  farm  he  passed  his  re- 
maining days,  dying  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  His  wife  survived  him  until  Febru- 
ary 15,  1896.  To  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  George,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.; 

Anna,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Xeuman,  of  Ruggles  town- 
ship, Ashland  county;  William,  of  Fitchville  town- 
ship, Huron  county;  Robert  and  John,  both  of 
Ruggles  township,  Ashland  county;  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  David  Crowell,  of  Savannah,  Ohio;  A.  C. , 
of  this  review;  Jeannette;  and  Isabel,  wife  of 
Oliver  Carpning,  of  Ruggles  township,  Ashland 
county.  The  father  was  a well-educated  man, 
six  feet  tall  and  weighed  about  1 8 5 pounds.  He 
regularly  supported  the  Republican  party  by  his 
ballot,  and  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  he  joined  in  Scotland. 

Until  reaching  his  majority,  our  subject  re- 
mained a member  of  his  father's  household,  aid- 
ing in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  attending  the 
district  schools  of  Ashland  county;  but  at  that 
time  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  being  em- 
ployed at  farm  labor.  On  February  19,  1879, 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Anna  Ems- 
lie,  who  was  born  October  17,  1 S 5 S , in  Roches- 
ter township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  whence  her 
parents  removed  to  Ruggles  township,  Ashland 
county,  when  she  was  but  an  infant.  There  she 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
married.  Three  children  grace  this  union:  Clyde 
M.,  born  May  26,  1882;  Alice  W. , born  Novem- 
ber 3,  1885;  and  Lillian  Lucile,  born  August  22, 

1 896. 

On  a rented  farm  in  Ruggles  township,  our 
subject  began  housekeeping,  and  there  resided 
until  August,  18S4,  when  lie  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  forty  acres  in  Section  11,  Portage 
township.  He  has  made  many  substantial  im- 
provements upon  the  place,  and  thirty-four  acres 
are  now  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
the  spring  of  1891  he  returned  to  Ashland  coun- 
ty, but  at  the  end  of  a vear  came  again  to  his 
farm  in  Portage  township,  which  he  is  p v suc- 
cessfully conducting.  lie  is  public-spirit  d and 
progressive,  giving  his  support  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises for  the  advancement  of  the  community, 


! and  socially  is  a member  of  Excelsior  Lodge 
i No.  223,  K O.  T.  M.,  at  Prairie  Depot.  In 
! religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Method- 
} ists,  and  he  is  at  present  trustee  of  Bethel  Church 
of  Portage  township.  His  political  affiliations 
are  wiih  the  Republican  party. 

George  and  Clayton  Rogers,  who,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Rogers  Brothers,  conduct  an 
extensive  trade  in  drugs  and  kindred  articles  at 
Bowling  Green,  are  natives  of  Wood  county, 

: educated  in  her  schools,  and  trained  here  to  busi- 
j ness  life.  Thus  identified  from  birth  with  the 
; interests- of  this  locality,  they  have  early  taken  a 
; prominent  place  among  the  young  business  men 
of  the  county  seat.  The  elder  brother  George, 
j was  born  in  Portage,  May  10,  1864,  the  younger, 
Clayton,  in  Bowling  Green,  June  iS,  1868. 

Their  father,  the  late  Charles  Rogers,  was 
for  many  years  a leading  druggist  in  Bowling 
| Green.  After  attending  the  excellent  public 
schools  there,  during  boyhood,  they  worked  in 
the  store,  to  which  they  succeeded  on  the  death 
of  their  father,  on  March  10,  1891.  Under  their 
energetic  management  the  prestige  of  the  firm  is 
not  likely  to  suffer. 

George  Rogers  was  married  April  24,  1888, 
to  Miss  Addie  Clayton,  of  Weston,  and  on  june 
14,  1893,  Clayton  Rogers  was  united  in  marriage 
! with  Miss  Ivittie  Theal,  who  was  born  in  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  in  1868.  Both  brothers  are  Republicans 
in  politics,  and  while  the  elder  is  a member  ot  the 
; K.  of  P. , the  other  belongs  to  the  fraternal 
; order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Charles  R.  Gelding,  the  efficient  postmas- 
ter at  Pemberville,  and  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  that  locality,  was  appointed  July 
1,  1893,  by  the  Honorable  Byron  F.  Ritchie,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  under  Grover  Cleveland’s  admin- 
istration. 

His  father.  Yost  Henry  Gerdirig,  was  born  iy 
Vardendorf,  Amt  Witlaga,  Hanover,  near  Osna- 
bruck,  Germany,  in  1820.  He  married  Anna 
Maria  Harr,  who  was  born  in  1820,  in  Essen 
Amt  Village,  near  Osnabruck.  a sister  of  John, 
Fred,  Lewis,  Charles,  and  Eliza  Harr,  all  of 
whom  are  married,  the  last  named  being  now  Mrs. 
John  Avers,  of  Gibsonburg,  Sanduskv  counts. 
To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerding  were  born 
the  following  named  children:  Charles  R.,  our 

subject;  Harmon,  Henry,  Mary,  and  Fred.  In 
[846,  soon  after  their  man i age,  the  \ < mug  cmiple 
came  to  New  York  City.  After  acquiring  a kn  -wl- 
edge.  of  the  English  language,  during  a period  of 
six  months,  Mr.  Gerding  opened  a grocery  at  the 
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corner  of  Division  and  Forsyth  streets,  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  carried  on  a successful  busi- 
ness for  nine  years.  During  the  cholera  epidemic 
in  1854  he 'was  attacked  by  the  disease,  which 
left  his  lower  limbs  partially  paralyzed,  and  after 
trying  many  remedies  without  avail  he  was  ad- 
vised to  take  an  ocean  voyage.  He  accordingly 
started  for  his  native  land  with  his  wife  and  the 
four  older  children,  and  before  he  had  been  on 
the  water  three  days,  he  began  to  regain  the  use 
of  his  limbs,  and  by  the  time  the  trip  was  over  he 
had  entirely  recovered.  He  stayed  at  his  birth- 
place for  nine  months,  and  as  he  was  the  legal 
heir  to  the  family  estate  he  almost  decided  to  re- 
main there.  The  home  was,  at  the  time,  occu- 
pied by  his  stepfather,  who  was  expecting  to 
marry  Mrs.  Graver,  of  Hurbenfelt,  Amt  Witlaga, 
near  Essen,  Germany,  and  who  strongly  urged 
him  to  remain,  or  to  rent  the  estate  to  Fred 
Flarr,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Troy  township. 
Mr.  Gerding  had  left  his  business  and  household 
goods  in  charge  of  Mr.  Swacker,  residing  on 
Forty-first  and  Ninth  avenue.  New  York  City, 
and  thought  it  best  to  come  back  and  dispose  of 
everything  before  finally  retiring  to  his  ancestral 
property.  But  three  days  before  his  arrival  in 
New  York  a fire  swept  away  his  possessions  there, 
upon  which  he  received  no  insurance.  Mr.  Clous- 
ing P.  Betts,  of  Forty-fourth  street,  between 
Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues,  an  old  and  valued 
friend,  saved  a few  effects  and  stored  them  away 
for  him,  but  otherwise  the  loss  was  complete.  In 
1856  Mr.  Gerding  opened  another  grocery  in 
Brooklyn,  in  Green  Point,  corner  of  F and  Frank- 
lin streets,  still  intending,  however,  to  rent  his 
estate,  or  return  to  it  himself.  But  on  July  3 
he  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  died  the  next  day 
at  4 p.  M.,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years,  three 
months  and  eighteen  days.  He  was  buried  on 
July  7,  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery,  near  Williams- 
burg, Middle  Village,  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Gerding 
was  a prominent  man  in  his  day,  and  for  seven 
years  was  second  lieutenant  in  the  5th  Regiment, 
W.  H.  Jefferson  Guards,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  1 8 5 G , by  Mayor  Fernando  Wood,  of 
New  York.  His  widow  and  children  are  still 
living. 

Charles  R.  Gerding  was  born  January  31, 
1846,  on  Fifth  avenue,  between  Twenty-fourth 
and  Twenty-fifth  streets,  New  York  City.  He 
left  home  six  months  after  his  father’s  death,  and 
has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world  since  that 
time.  He  clerked  for  C.  H.  Bulthauft,  corner  of 
Amity  and  Sullivan  streets,  New  York  Citv.  until 
the  war  broke  out,  when  his  employer  sold  cut 
his  business  and  went  to  the  front  with  the  regi- 


ment of  militia  to  which  he  belonged,  having  en- 
| listed  for  three  months  at  the  first  call  to  arms. 
Mr.  Gerding  then  entered  the  employ  of  Capt. 
Henry  Barlach,  at  the  corner  of  Forty-seventh 
! street  and  Seventh  avenue,  remaining  there  until 
the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating 
first  in  Washington  township.  Wood  county, 
where  an  uncle,  Charles  Harr,  resided.  For 
i four  years  he  worked  for  Lewis  Avers,  as  a car- 
penter and  joiner,  and  ' then  for  Hiram  Heiger- 
! nick  and  A.  W.  Luckey,  of  Elmore,  Ottawa 
county,  for  short  periods,  and,  in  1868,  he  came 
to  Pemberville,  and  worked  for  John  Hathaway, 
Sr.,  until  th.e  spring  of  1879.  Here  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Mary  Herman,  a native  of  the  place, 
born  May  1,  1847,  one  of  the  eight  children  of 
John  Henry  and  Mary  Herman,  who  were  among 
th.e  early  settlers  in  Freedom  township.  They 
I came  to  this  country  in  1844,  locating  on  a farm 
northeast  of  Pemberville,  where,  by  industry  and 
thrift,  they  acquired  a fine  property.  In  his  later 
- years  Mr.  Herman  invested  his  savings  in  a saw- 
mill and  flourmill,  and  failed.  He  died  in  1872 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  his  wife  followed  him 
i seven  years  later,  aged  seventy  years.  Mrs.  Ger- 
ding has  lived  at  Pemberville  all  her  life.  Her 
brother,  John,  now  the  only  other  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  is  a prominent  farmer  there, 
owning  120  acres  two  miles  southeast  of  the  town. 

The  first  year  after  his  marriage,  February 
28,  1879,  Mr.  Gerding  rented  a farm  on  the 
Portage  river,  five  miles  below  Elmore;  but  the 
summer  of  1879  was  an  extremely  wet  season, 
and,  of  fourteen  acres  planted  in  corn,  seven  were 
; completely  drowned  out,  and  four  acres  of  oats, 
out  of  twenty,  were  also  lost.  He  secured  350 
bushels  of  corn  from  the  other  seven  acres,  and 
had  some  oats  to  sell,  for  which  he  received 
thirty-one  cents  per  bushel.  Discouraged  with 
these  results,  he  sold  out  to  his  brother,  Hannon, 
j and  went  back  to  Pemberville,  where  he  joined 
his  wife’s  brother,  W.  Herman,  in  a combined 
sawmill  and  shingle  factory,  which  they  con- 
ducted successfully  for  one  year.  He  also  clerked 
for  eight  years  for  William  Keil  & Co.,  hardware 
dealers. 

In  1871  he  built  his  present  home  on  Water 
street,  where  five  of  his  six  children  were  born, 
the  eldest,  Anna,  having  been  born  at  Elmore. 
The  others  are  — John  F. , Alice,  Amelia  G.. 
Carrie,  and  Carl,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Gerding  holds  a prominent  place  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  first 
council  of  Pemberville.  corporation  mavor  for 
one  term,  member  ol  the  school  board  for  nine 
years,  and  township  clerk  for  eight  years.  He 
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is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  having 
been  confirmed  in  1 8(5 1 at  Hessvilie.  by  Pastor 
Croweli,  of  Woodville.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order,  Blue  Lodge  No.  516,  and  Crystal 
Chapter,  of  Bowling  Green. 

A.  E.  Benton.  The  New  England  branch  of 
the  Benton  family  has,  at  various  times  in  our 
history,  furnished  men  of  brains  and  courage, 
both  moral  and  physical,  to  meet  the  public 
questions  and  emergencies  of  their  day.  Such  a 
memory  is  indeed  a goodly  heritage,  and  those  of 
the  name  whose  lives  are  spent  in  quieter  and  less- 
known  paths  of  duty,  may  find  there  opportuni- 
ties for  the  exercise  of  the  same  qualities,  in  a 
measure,  which  in  other  circumstances  have 
made  their  ancestors  distinguished. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Berkshire  county, 
Mass.,  October  30,  1823,  the  son  of  Allen  and 
Deidamia  (Allen)  Benton—  the  former  born  No- 
vember 18,  1801,  died  March  iS,  1S64;  the  latter 
born  May  16,  1805,  died  February  26,  1837. 
When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  father,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Litch- 
field township,  Medina  county,  then  a new  sec- 
tion, and  there  both  parents  died.  Of  their  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  our  subject  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  His  schooling  was  so 
limited  that  he  was  eighteen  or  nineteen  years 
old  before  he  could  write.  The  improved  educa- 
tional methods  and  appliances  of  to-day  meet 
with  his  hearty  approval  in  behalf  of  the  rising 
generation.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy  in 
old  pioneer  style,  and  well  knows  what  hard  work 
is.  Before  he  was  ten  he  had  received  cuts  and 
scars,  which  have  handicapped  him  seriously  all 
his  life.  In  early  manhood  he  worked  at  making 
axe  handles,  and  still  follows  sledge-handle  manu- 
facturing to  a considerable  extent.  At  twenty- 
one  he  went  to  Cleveland  and  found  employment 
on  a lake  vessel.  At  this  time  his  strength  was 
enormous,  and  on  one  occasion,  while  the  ship 
lay  at  Mackinac  Island,  he  lifted  seven  hundred 
pounds  of  iron — dead  weight— he  and  a half- 
breed  Indian  being  the  only  ones  out  of  five  hun- 
dred men  who  could  lift  it.  He  is  now  exceed- 
ingly well-preserved,  considering  his  mishaps  and 
laborious  life. 

Mr.  Benton  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Gunsaulis,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Gunsaulis.  He  took  his  bride 
to  a farm  of  forty  acres,  which  he  owned  in 
Litchfield  township,  in  the  same  county,  where 
they  made  their  first  home.  Later  he  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county, 


i slight])7  improved- — a little  log  house  sheltering 
them  for  some  time,  until  he  could  build  a finer 
residence.  He  lost  one  excellent  barn  by  fire, 
but  replaced  it.  The  farm  was  in  good  shape 
! when  he  moved  in  the  spring  of  1886,  to  Brad- 
| ner,  and  he  still  owns  it.  Mrs.  Benton  died  at 
the  old  home,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Bradner.  Four  children  sur- 
vived her:  Mary,  who  married  Cornelius  Houtz, 

and  died  in  Sandusky  county;  Reuben  F. . a 
plasterer  by  trade,  who  owns  an  extensive  farm 
in  Kent  county,  Mich.,  where  he  resides;  Charles 
W.,  a noted  educator,  now  a professor  in  Val- 
paraiso, Ind.,  and  Gilbert  H.,  a resident  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  December,  1885,  Mr.  Benton  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Emma  Stover,  a native  of 
! Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  the  widow  of 
Cyrus  Stover,  an  extensive  flour  merchant,  of 
Stockton,  N.  J.  Three  children  were  born  to 
their  union:  Warren  P.,  who  died  in  infancy; 

and  Mary  E.  and  Irvin  S.,  both  at  home.  His 
children  have  enjoyed  fine  educational  advan- 
tages, and  he  has  given  them,  as  they  left  home, 
sufficient  capital  to  begin  life  in  a creditable  way. 
He  and  Mrs.  Benton  belong  to  the  M.  E.  Church, 
j in  which  he  is  treasurer  and  a 'member  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  Politically  he  is  a strong  Re- 
publican, but  he  has  not  been  an  office  seeker. 

R.  E.  Milbourn,  D.  D.  S.  North  Balti- 
more has  a number  of  ambitious  young  men 
whose  desire  to  succeed  in  the  world,  and  make 
a name  for  themselves,  is  most  creditable. 

I Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Dr.  R.  E.  Milbourn,  whose  birth 
took  place  in  Bloom  township,  December  8, 
1864.  He  is  the  son  of  Mandeville  and  Rebecca 
! (Whitacre)  Milbourn. 

Both  the  Milbourn  and  Whitacre  families  are 
pioneers  of  Wood  county,  Reason  Whitacre,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  in  point  of  time. 

Dr.  Milbourn  was  married,  September  12, 
1895,  t°  Miss  Sylvia  Wight,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 19,  [863,  in  Lake  township,  Wood  Co., 
Ohio.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  In  re- 
'•  ligious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
i Church. 

Levi  Smith  Warner,  who  has  been  post- 
master at  Lime  City  for  the  past  ten  years,  is  an 
agriculturist  of  Perrysburg  township,  born  in 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  January  23,  1844.  He 
is  the  son  of  Levi  S.  and  Mary  F.  (Francisco) 
Warner.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
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New  York  State,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  when  he  was  two  years  old. 
When  he  was  a young  man  he  had  tire  contract 
for  furnishing  wooden  rails  for  the  Ohio  R.  R. , 
one  of  the  first  in  the  State.  At  Fremont,  then 
called  Lower  Sandusky,  he  married  'Mary  F. 
Francisco,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Francisco,  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812  (he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Queenstown  Heights,  but  was  exchanged  soon 
after;  he  died  in  Fremont,  Ohio).  Shortly  after 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Francisco  he  removed  to 
Lake  county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1 S49  came  to 
Wood  county,  settling  in  Walbridge,  Lake  town- 
ship, where  his  death  occurred  in  1854,  from 
cholera.  He  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple, 
and  grew  to  maturity:  Zophar,  Levi  S.,  Byton 

J.,  Emerett,  Harriet,  Blanch,  and  Henry. 
Zophar  served  four  years  in  the  14th,  and  Byron 
three  years  in  the  67th,  O.  V.  I.,  during  the  Re- 
bellion. Emerett  is  deputy  postmaster.  Harriet 
was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Perry,  and  died  in  1887. 
Blanch  is  the  wife  of  F.  J.  Shovar,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Toledo.  Two 
years  after  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Warner 
married  his  brother  Samuel,  and  two  children 
were  born  of  this  union:  Lillian,  the  wife  of  L. 

Philes,  and  Wilber,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Warner 
was  of  French  and  Spanish  descent,  the  name 
being  originally  Franseco.  She  was  left  a widow 
the  second  time,  her  husband  dying  in  1869, 
from  a disease  contracted  in  the  army;  she  still 
survives,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

L.  S.  Warner,  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood 
in  this  State,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  On  October  8,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  14th  O.  V.  1.,  at  Toledo.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  they  remained  in  Kentucky  until 
about  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson; 
from  whence  they  were  sent  under  Gen.  Buell  to 
Pittsburg  Landing.  At  Nashville  Mr.  Warner 
was  seized  w ith  typhoid  fever,  and  when  conva- 
lescent, was  sent  home,  but  as  soon  as  he  was 
able  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  where  he  was  wounded, 
and  after  the  memorable  battle  of  Mis§ionary 
Ridge,  veteranized  December  8,  1863.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  famous  “March  to  the 
Sea,”  and  was  honorably  discharged  July  it, 
1865,  after  serving  throughout  the  entire  war. 
After  his  return  home  he  worked  as  a carp  miter 
and  joiner,  which  trade  he  picked  up.  being 
naturally  inclined  to  architecture.  He  lived  for 
some  time  in  Lake  township,  where  he  bought  a 


half  interest  in  a sawmill,  which  he  afterward 
exchanged  for  vessel  property;  he  then  engaged 
as  mate  on  the  vessel  “Maumee  Valley,”  on 
which  he  sailed  three  years.  After  leaving  the 
lakes  he  again  took  up  the  carpenter  trade,  and 
eleven  years  ago  located  in  Lime  City,  where  for 
a few  years  he  conducted  a country  store,  and  at- 
tended to  his  farm  of  seventy-four  acres. 

On  February  S,  1887,  Mr.  Warner  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mellie  E.  Brownsberger,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two -.children:  Albert  Levi,  de- 

ceased at  the  age  of  one  year,  three  months  and 
fourteen  days,  and  Milo  Joseph.  They  now  re- 
side in  a modern  residence  built  by  Mr.  Warner 
in  1888.  Socially  Mr.  Warner  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  politically  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

R.  Prescott  Morrison,  the  well-known  pho- 
tographer of  Bowling  Green,  is  descended  on  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines  from  early  settlers  in 
this  country.  Since  the  establishment  of  our 
national  government  there  has  never  been  a 
time  when  the  United  States  Army  has  not 
enrolled  some  member  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Morrison  himself  was  named  after  Col.  Pres- 
cott, a relative  of  his  mother,  and  served 
during  the  Civil  war,  in  Company  H,  133d  O.  V. 
I.,  and  was  for  four  months  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, Va.  His  only  brother,  J.  V.  Morrison, 
died  in  1867  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army. 
Charles  A.  Varnum,  a son  of  Gen.  John  Varnum, 
who  was  a brother  of  Mr.  Morrison’s  mother,  was 
a survivor  of  the  ill-fated  Custer  expedition.  He 
had  charge  of  a detachment  of  Indian  scouts, 
and  was  in  advance  of  the  troops  at  the  time  of 
the  massacre.  The  Indians  deserted  him,  but 
he  escaped  unharmed,  and  is  now  in  command  of 
the  7th  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Regulars. 

Mr.  Morrison’s  paternal  grandfather  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a native  of  Lowell, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  a machinist  by  occupation. 
He  had  three  children — -William.  Henry,  and 
Robert.  The  latter,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  and  became  overseer  of  a 
factory  in  Lowell.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte 
Varnum,  a native  of  that  town,  and  a few  years 
later  went  to  California,  where  he  met  his  death, 
in  1851. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Granville,  Ohio, 
March  16,  1848,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  there,  and  in  the  Business 
College  at  Columbus.  His  mother  was  married, 
in  1855,  to  Col.  D.  M Baker,  of  Granville,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Jessie  M.,  now  Mrs.  Wallace 
M.  Smith,  of  Bowling  Green.  Mrs.  Morrison 


. 


' 


. 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


died  in  Granville,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  an 
early  age  for  one  of  her  hardy  and  long-lived 
race.  Her  mother,  who  died  at  ninety-five,  had 
nineteen  children,  and  her  five  sisters  all  lived 
beyond  the  age  of  ninety.  Mr.  Morrison  learned 
photography  in  Columbus,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  that  business  in  Fostoria;  but  in  1879 
he  established  his  present  well-equipped  gallery 
in  Bowling  Green,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

In  1871  Mr.  Morrison  married  Miss  Linnie 
Ball,  who  was  born  in  Millersport,  Fairfield  Co.. 
Ohio,  February  21,  1849.  She  is  descended  from 
one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  honored  families 
of  that  locality.  Mr.  Morrison  is  a man  of  fine 
physique,  and  is  noted  for  his  artistic  tastes  and 
accomplishments.  In  his  professional  work  he 
ranks  among  the  leaders,  while  he  also  finds  time 
to  take  a prominent  part  in  local  affairs.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  the  F.  & A.  M.,  the  I\.  of  P.,  and  of 
the  order  of  Maccabees. 

Charles  W.  Benschoter,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  Grand  Rapids,  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  April  7,  1846,  a son  of  Samuel 
Wetherlovv  and  Nancy  A.  (Bassett)  Benschoter. 
His  father,  Samuel  W.  Benschoter,  was  born 
March  27,  1 S 1 1 . a son  of  Jeremiah  Ben- 

schoter, who  moved  from  New  York  State, 
about  1800,  and  settled  in  Erie  county,  Ohio. 
He  was  married  in  1838  to  Nancy  A.  Bassett, 
who  was  born  March  4,  1821,  the  daughter  of  A. 
Biron  Bassett,  who  also  came  from  the  Empire 
State  to  Erie  county  about  1S00.  To  this  hon- 
ored couple  were  born  the  following  children: 
W.  A.;  J.  S.  ; C.  W.  (our  subject);  J.  \Y. ; C.  E.; 
L.  M. ; and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Black,  all  of  whom  are 
proving  worthy  representatives  of  the  family 
name  in  this  generation. 

Charles  W.  Benschoter  finished  his  education 
at  the  excellent  high  school  in  Grand  Rapids,  in 
1871,  and  in  early  manhood  began  to  clear  up 
and  improve  a farm  of  forty  acres,  a gift  from 
his  father.  After  improving  this  he  bought  forty 
acres  more,  the  whole  being  conducted  in  a 
model  manner.  He  has  a fine  barn  and  a hand- 
some brick  dwelling  house.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  engaged  in  dealing  in  horses  and  'other  live 
stock,  but  his  attention  is  now  given  to  general 
farming.  He  was  married  in  187a  to  Miss 
Prances  Jones,  daughter  of  William  Jones,  a 
well  -known  resident  of  Center  township.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Ada.  who 

finished  her  education  at  Grand  Rapids;  11  >wardv 
also  at  Grand  Rapids;  Joseph  Guy.  and  Lewis 
J.,  all  of  whom  reside  with  their  parents. 


Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  actively  inter- 
l ested  in  temperance  and  other  reforms,  Mr.  Ben- 
schoter voting  the  Prohibition  ticket.  He  be- 
longs to  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Grand  Rapids  Lodge 
No.  289,  and  ranks  as  a Master  Mason. 

L.  Rhoad,  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  Bloom  township, 
was  born  July  29,  1857,  in  Crawford  countv. 
Ohio,  to  John  and  Catherine  (Strong  Rhoad. 

The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  Cumberland 
: county,  Penn.,  February  5,  1816,  and  at  Repub- 
i lie,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  he  wedded  Miss  Strong, 
who  was  born  August  2,  1833.  He  was  a son  of 
.Frederick  and  Elizabeth  Rhoad.  For  mam- 
years  he  made  his  home  in  Seneca  county,  but  in 
'the  spring  of  1861  he  brought  his  family  to 
Bloom  township,  locating  on  eighty  acres  of  land 
! known  as  the  Slater  farm,  for  which  he  went  in 
j debt.  The  improvements  upon  the  place  were 
i mot  extensive,  but  included  a small  story-and-a- 
half  house,  and  in  the  orchard  was  one  row  of 
trees.  There  the  mother  of  our  subject  died 
July  21,  1865,  and  she  was  buried  in  Van  Buren 
j cemetery,  Hancock  county.  To  them  had  been 
born  the  following  children:  Sylvester,  born 

August  6,  1852,  who  died  January  4,  1853;  Will- 
iam, born  October  27',  1853,  who  is  now  a farmer 
of  Hoytville,  Ohio;  our  subject;  Lucinda,  July 
j 4,  i860,  who  died  of  spotted  fever  March  27. 
1866;  and  John  W. , born  March  24,  1864,  died 
of  the  same  dread  disease  March  23,  i860.  The 
father  was  absent  in  Michigan  at  the  time  his 
children  took  the  spotted  fever,  and  arrived 
home  just  in  time  to  see  them  alive.  He  was 
later  attacked  by  the  same  disease;  but  his  strong 
i constitution  saved  him,  though  after  any  illness 
large  spots  would  appear  on  his  body.  Five 
{ years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Rhoad 
married  Catherine  Shireman,  who  was  born  May 
4,  1837,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Margaret 
A.,  born  June  14,  1874,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  Brandeberry.  of  Bloom  township.  Mr. 
Rhoad  passed  away  P'ebruary  23,  1894,  and  Mrs 
Rhoad  died  October  30,  1884.  They  were  also 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Van  Buren.  In  con- 
nection with  his  farming  operations.  Mr.  Rhoad 
also  n*n  a threshing  machine  for  twentv  seasons. 
He  was  exceedingly  neat  both  in  his  agricultural 
pursuits  and  dress,  was  fond  of  good  horses, 
always  keeping  a spirited  team,  and  was  a model 
farnu-r  in  every  respect.  He  was  a member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  his  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Rhoad,  of  this  review,  wasoniv  four  years 
1 olcj  when  brought  to  Wood  county,  where  he  ob- 
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tained  his  education,  and  as  his  own  mother  died 
when  he  was  quite  young,  he  found  a loving  sub- 
stitute in  his  father’s  second  wife,  a kind-hearted, 
.agreeable  lady,  to  whom  he  became  much  at- 
tached. He  was  married  at  Eagleville,  October 
2 3,  i 879,  the  lad}7  of  hischoice being  Miss  Emma  O. 
Crozier,  who  was  born  in  Cass  township,  Han- 
cock county,  September  1,  1862,  the  second 

daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Campbell)  Cro- 
zier, prominent  farming  people.  To  them  have 
been  born  seven  children — Charles  \Y. , Ellis  C., 
John  L.,  Howard,  Lewis,  Ethel  and  Leila,  all  at 
home  with  the  exception  of  Howard,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rhoad  rented  the  old 
home  farm  for  a couple  of  years,  his  entire  pos- 
sessions at  the  time  comprising  a light  team, 
buggy  and  harness,  and  the  first  plow  he  owned 
was  given  him  by  his  father.  In  the  spring  of 
1882  he  purchased  thirty-eight  and  a half  acres 
in  Section  33,  Bloom  township,  for  which  he 
went  in  debt  $700,  and  there  made  his  home  for 
four  years.  In  July,  1 S S 5 , he  sold  the  land,  and 
the  following  month  bought  eighty  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 32,  of  the  same  township,  going  in  debt 
$2,700;  but  he  went  earnestly  to  work,  and  each 
year  the  amount  became  less.  In  May,  1893,  he 
added  another  eighty  acres,  so  that  he  now  has 
an  excellent  farm  of  160  acres.  In  October,  1889, 
he  suffered  quite  a loss,  as  his  house  and  its  con- 
tents were  burned ; but  he  erected  a more  comfort- 
able dwelling,  which  he  has  surrounded  by  good 
and  substantial  outbuildings,  and  the  neat  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicates  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  the  owner.  He  deserves  much  credit  for 
the  success  he  has  attained,  and  deserves  to  be 
classed  among  the  most  active  and  energetic 
farmers  and  business  men  of  the  locality.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  partv, 
in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a lively  interest. 

Jonas  Hanline,  a gentleman  of  genuine 
worth,  a valued  and  enterprising  citizen  of  Lib- 
erty township,  claims  Pennsylvania  as  the  State 
of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Mor- 
rison's Cove,  Huntingdon  county,  December  10, 
1825.  His  parents  were  Michael  and  Hannah 
(Owerant)  Hanline. 

During  his  early  boyhood  the  father  came 
from  Germany,  with  his  parents,  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Huntingdon 
county,  Penn.,  where  his  father’s  death  occurred 
about  1825.  Michael  Hanline  was  married  in 
that  county,  and  after  living  for  many  years  on  a 
farm  there,  removed  to  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  operated  a tract  of  rented  land  until 


coming  to  Wood  county,  in  September,  1S36. 
He  located  at  Freeport,  and  for  five  years  car- 
ried on  a hotel  there.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Genoa,  where  he  died  soon  afterward,  his  wife 
! surviving  him  many  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children:  John,  of  Wauseon;  Samuel, 
of  Napoleon,  Ohio;  David,  who  died  in  Findlay, 
Ohio,  many  years  ago;  Eliza,  wife  of  Charles 
Beyers,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Jonas,  of  this  sketch; 
Catherine,  wife  of  John  Shoffstall;  Mrs.  Louise 
Chamberlin,  who  died  in  Bradner,  Wood  count}-; 
Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  William  Gregg,  of 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  and  Joshua,  who  resides 
in  Bradner,- Wood  county. 

Our  subject  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  in  Freeport,  Ohio,  and  attendedschool 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  worked  at 
anything  that  he  could  find  to  do  in  order  to 
earn  an  honest  living.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  Lib- 
erty township,  in  1849,  he  was  married  to  Fidelia 
Norton,  who  was  born  in  Sherburne,  Chenango 
Co.,  N.  Y. , December  13,  rS27.  They  located 
in  Liberty  township,  and  Mr.  Hanline  worked  as 
a farm  hand,  until  purchasing  an  acre  and  a half 
of  land  in  Section  4.  There  he  built  a log  cabin 
which  later  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  was  then 
replaced  by  a comfortable  home.  He  afterward 
added  five  acres  of  land  to  his  original  purchase, 
and  has  now  upon  his  place  two  good  oil  wells, 
which  yield  on  an  average  640  barrels  per  month, 
thus  furnishing  him  with  a good  income.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  earnest  labor. 
In  his  business  career,  he  has  met  with  reverses; 
but  steady  application  and  diligence  have  now 
brought  to  him  a comfortable  competence. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanline  are: 
Julia,  born  December  8.  1834,  became  the  wife 
of  Nelson  Emmons,  of  Kansas,  u'here  she  died 
April  18,  1882;  Mary  Eliza,  born  July  1,  1857, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ferris,  of  Liberty;  and 
Jessie,  born  July  8,  1S62,  was  burned  to  death 
in  the  fire  which  destroyed  their  home.  In  her 
sad  death  the  loss  to  the  family  has  been  an 
irreparable  one.  Mr.  Hanline  takes  quite  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  and  by  his  ballot  sup- 
ports the  Republican  party. 

W.  H.  Ridgely.  The  life  of  this  gentleman. 

1 a resident  of  Bloom  township,  is  a striking  e.\- 
, ample  of  perseverance  and  industry.  He  is  a 
native  of  Maryland,  born  in  Anne  Arundel  county, 
November  3,  1S27.  and  is  a son  of  Elijah  and 
Mary  (Higgins)  Ridgely,  who  came  to  Ohio  in 
j November,  1829,  locating  in  Seneca  count} , on 
Honey  creek.  The  father  there  secured  eight} 
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acres  of  land  from  the  government,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  settlement  wild  game  or  all  kinds  was 
plentiful,  and  his  nearest  neighbor  on  the  east 
was  six  miles  distant.  The  first  home  was  a log 
house  1 8 x 22  feet,  and  upon  that  farm  the 
parents  both  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  the  mother  when  sixty-six. 
They  were  buried  at  the  old  stone  church  on 
Honey  creek. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in 
the  family  of  six  children,  three  soils  and  three 
daughters,  and  in  the  district  school,  three-quart- 
ers of  a mile  from  his  home,  he  received  his  edu- 
cation. As  a partner  on  life’s  journey  he  secured 
Miss  Mary  A.  Mohr,  a native  of  Lehigh  countv, 
Penn.,  born  July  28,  1837,  a.nd  a daughter  of 
Charles  Mohr,  their  wedding  being  celebrated  at 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  October  5,  1859.  They  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Arthur  C., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  Mary 

I. ,  now  Mrs.  F.  J.  Pelton,  of  La  Grange  county, 
Ind. ; George  M.,  a fanner  of  Bloom  township; 

J.  W.,  of  New  York  State;  Ellen,  wife  of  John 
Monasmith,  of  Bloom  township;  and  Emma, 
wife  of  Rev.  John  Stove,  of  Canada,  a minister 
of  the  Disciples  Church.  The  mother,  who  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  died  November  7,  1872,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  and 
his  eldest  brother,  Charles  A.,  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  comprising  175  acres,  which  they 
operated  in  partnership  for  nine  years,  during 
which  time  they  purchased  1 20  acres  in  Bloom 
township,  Seneca  county.  In  April,  1861,  Mr. 
Ridgely  removed  to  that  place,  where  a hewed- 
log  house  had  been  constructed,  and  a part  of 
the  land  cleared,  but  in  January,  1867,  he  re- 
moved to  Eagleville.  where,  in  connection  with 
Henry  Mohr,  he  carried  on  wagon  making,  which 
trade  he  had  picked  up  at  different  times.  For 
two  years  he  followed  that  business,  during 
which  time  he  sold  his  farm,  and  in  1872  he 
erected  the  first  gristmill  in  Eagleville,  which  he 
operated  for  eleven  years.  Being  unfortunate  in 
his  financial  affairs,  in  February,  1882,  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  13,  Bloom 
township,  and  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  began  life 
anew.  Fie  continued  to  reside  in  Eagleville, 
however,  until  November,  1888,  as  at  the  time 
of  his  purchase  the  land  was  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  not  a building  stood 
l,P°n  it.  It  is  now  well  improved  and  equipped 
with  an  excellent  class  of  farm  buildings.  From 
the  time  of  casting  his  first  vote  up  to  1880,  Mr. 
Ridgely  supported  the  Democratic  party;  but  he 


now  affiliates  with  the  Peoples  party,  in  whose 
| principles  he  firmly  believes.  Fie  occupies  an 
honorable  position  in  society,  enjoying  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
; with  whom  he  is  associated,  and  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  business  circles  as  an  up- 
right, incorruptible  man,  whose  word  is  as  good 
j as  his  bond. 

William  FI.  Strock  is  spoken  of  b\  his 
neighbors  as  an  excellent  farmer  and  a good  citi- 
zen, and  such  a tribute  from  those  who  know  him 
best  is  certainly  an  enviable  one.  His  life  record  is 
as  follows:  Born  October  12,  1837,  in  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  he  is  the  son  of  Abraham  Strock, 
who  was  born  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  April  7, 
1813.  The  grandfather,  Henry  Strock,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 

I and  there  spent  his  remaining  days.  With  the 
exception  of  one  daughter,  his  five  sons  and  five 
daughters  all  reached  adult  age. 

Abraham  Strock  was  married  in  Mahoning 
county  to  Sophia  Whetzel,  who  was  born  in  east- 
: ern  Pennsylvania.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  named  children:  Sarah  A.,  wife  of 
I Daniel  Blatt,  of  Mahoning  county;  William  H. ; 

; Eliza,  wife  of  Flenrv  Shaffer,  now  deceased;  Ben- 
jamin F. . who  died  in  infancy;  Caroline,  wife  of 
; Andrew  Shefenstine,  of  Mahoning  county;  Lucy, 
wrife  of  J.  P.  Hill,  of  Canton,  Ohio;  and  George 
W. , of  Niles,  Ohio.  The  father  of  this  family 
followed  carpentering,  and  was  quite  successful. 
In  politics  he  was  a Whig  and  Republican,  and 
with  his  wife  held  membership  with  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
vears,  his  wife  at  the  age-  of  seventy-one,  and 
; their  remains  were  interred  in  Smith  cemetery,  in 
Mahoning  county. 

Mr.  Strock.  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  for  his  educa- 
tion, which,  however,  was  limited  to  a few  months 
attendance  during  the  winter  season  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  spent  a term  and  a 
half  in  Hiram  College,  Ohio,  of  which  James  A. 
Garfield  was  then  principal.  He  then  began 
learning  carpentering  with  his  father,  which  he  fol- 
1 lowed  for  about  eight  years.  On  September  21, 
1S65,  Mr.  Strock  was  married  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Mahoning  county,  to  Drusilla  Duer,  who 
was  born  in  that  township,  July  23,  1844.  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Eckenrode)  Duer, 
the  former  a native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Strock  was  the  fifth.  Previous  to  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Strock  had  purchased  160  acres  of  land 
! in  Bloom  township,  and  in  July,  i860,  he  removed 
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with  his  wife  to  that  farm.  The  purchase  price  of 
the  property  was  $1,900,  and  he  paid  for  it  as  he  ! 
could,  until  it  was  cleared  from  all  indebtedness. 

It  was  heavily  timbered,  and  he  transformed  it  into 
a highly  cultivated  tract,  also  erecting  all  of  the 
buildings  upon  the  place.  During  the  first  few 
years  of  his  residence  here  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade,  for  his  farm  in  its  unimproved 
condition  did  not  yield  him  a livelihood.  As  the  | 
result  of  his  labors,  however,  it  is  now  a very  pro- 
ductive place,  and  he  derives  therefrom  a good  in- 
come. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strock  have  two  daughters — 
Leona,  wife  of  j.  M.  Baird;  and  Mary  S.,  wife  of 
Charles  Brubaker.  Mr.  Strock  has  given  his 
daughters  eighty  acres  of  his  land,  retaining 
eighty  acres  for  himself  and  wife.  This  estimable 
couple  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  of 
Bloom  Center,  of  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  fourteen  I 
years  has  served  as  treasurer  of  Bloom  township. 

■ His  life  >has  been  well  and  worthily  passed,  and 
he  has  the  sincere  regard  of  many  friends. 

James  P.  Kramer,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Kramer  & Chaney,  leading  hardware 
merchants  in  Bowding  Green,  was  born  April  14, 
1846,  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio. 

David  Kramer,  his  father,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1805,  of  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  Dutch  family,  settled  in  early  manhood 
upon  a farm  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio.  He  was  I 
married  there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Moore,  who  was 
born  of  New  England  parents  in  [S09.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church  in 
Canal  Winchester,  Ohio,  for  many  years,  the 
father  dying  in  February,  1859,  the  mother  in 
June,  1890.  Of  their  twrelve  children,  seven 
lived  to  maturity:  Eliza,  who  married  the  late 

J.  B.  King,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  now  lives  in 
Columbus;  Mary,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of 
John  Gehm;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  George  Powell,  of 
Canal  Winchester:  Levi,  a hardware  merchant  at 
the  same  town;  Benton,  a resident  of  Young  I 
county,  Texas;  J.  P.,  our  subject;  and  David, 
now  in  Colorado. 

Mr.  Kramer  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Franklin  county  during  boyhood,  and,  after  work- 
ing for  a year  on  a railroad,  he  continued  his 
studies  in  Dayton  and  Westerville.  Ohio.  He 
prepared  himself  for  teaching,  and  in  1S68  went  to  ! 
Iowa  hoping  to  find  an  opening  in  that  profession, 
but  that  locality  was  not  then  sufficiently  devel- 
oped to  provide  profitable  employment  in  that 
line,  so  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa,  for  three 


years.  Returning  to  his  old  home,  he  continued 
the  same  business  for  thirteen  years,  and  then 
opened  a hardware  store  in  Cana!  Winchester. 
He  sold  this  in  1887,  and  removed  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Chaney, 
bought  out  the  stock  of  Lynch  Bros.,  to  which 
they  have  added  until  they  now  have  one  of  the 
best  hardware  stores  in  Wood  county. 

Mr.  Kramer  married  Miss  Marilla  Waters,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  has  one  child,  Mildred,  the 
wife  of  Elmer  Spafford,  the  well-known  civil 
engineer,  of  Bowling  Green.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject adheres  to  the  faith  of  his  father,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

John  C.  Webb,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Wood  county,  where  he  arrived  in  1822,  when 
Bowling  Green  was  unknown,  has  seen  the  com- 
plete growth  and  development  of  that  region 
The  land  was  then  covered  with  a dense  forest, 
and  much  of  it  was  under  water  for  a portion  ot 
the  year;  the  wild  game  of  all  kinds,  which  was 
very  plentiful.,  furnished  many  a meal  for  the  early 
pioneers.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
amidst  such  surroundings,  so  that  he  early  be- 
came inured  to  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  and 
cultivating  wild  land.  On  the  26th  of  November. 
1822,  he  was  brought  to  Wood  county,  and  it  was 
in  1857  that  he  located  in  Troy  township,  where 
he  owns  a good  farm  on  Road  Tract  No.  62. 

Mr.  Webb  was  born  September  2,  1822.  in 
Canton,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Charles)  Webb.  The  father's 
birth  occurred  in  New  York,  August  27,  1795. 
and  on  attaining  manhood  went  to  Mifflinburg. 
Union  Co. , Penn. , where  he  married  Miss  Charles, 
who  was  born  in  that  State  in  1794.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  they  came  on  horseback  over  the 
mountains  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  arriving  there 
in  March,  1S20.  By  trade  Mr.  Webb  was  a hat- 
ter, and  carried  on  a shop  in  Canton  until  com- 
ing to  Wood  county,  in  November,  1822.  At 
Perrysburg  he  continued  the  manufacture  of  hats 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  was  appointee, 
county  clerk,  which  office  he  capably  filled  for 
thirty  years.  He  was  also  sheriff  for  three  terms, 
and  at  one  time  held  the  position  of  internal  rev- 
enue collector. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  at  Perrysbure 
December  17,  1S33.  In  her  family  were  seven 
children,  namely:  Susanna,  deceased;  John  C • 
Rebecca,  Catherine  and  Sarah,  all  three  deceased: 
Thomas,  who  enlisted  in  1861,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  Commissary  Department,  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  Henry 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  In  Perry'- 
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burg,  the  father  again  married  in  July,  1834,  his  i 
second  union  being  with  Mary  Dean,  who  died 
February  14,  1849,  leaving  four  children,  three 
of  whom  are  still  living — Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Marshall,  of  Canada;  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Smith,  of 
Columbiaville,  Mich.;  Corwin,  of  Perrysburg; and 
Clayton,  deceased.  Corwin  enlisted  in  an  Indiana 
regiment  during  the  Civ  il  war,  and  lost  an  arm  at 
the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Ark.  For  his  third  wife 
Mr.  Webb  married  Mary  A.  Jones,  of  Perrysburg, 
February  23,  1851,  and  she  still  makes  her  home 
in  that  city.  By  this  union  three  children  were 
born — Ellen  Dustin,  of  Perrysburg;  Mrs.  Eliza 
H.  Taylor,  of  Conway,  Ky. , and  Lewis,  of  Mau- 
mee, Ohio.  The  father  was  widely  known 
throughout  northwestern  Ohio,  and  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  political  matters  in  Wood  county,  be- 
ing a leader  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  community 
at  an  early  day.  He  continued  to  make  his  home 
in  Perrysburg  until  his  death  on  the  27th  of  Au- 
gust, 18S5. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Perrysburg,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a tan- 
ner and  currier,  after  which  he  traveled  about, 
working  at  rhat  occupation  until  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm.  On  January  16,  1861,  in 

Perrysburg  township,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Eliza  Polly  Jones,  a native  of  New  York, 
and  a daughter  of  Daniel  S.  and  Polly  Jones, 
who  were  also  born  in  that  State,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  in  1832.  His  widow,  in  1856,  removed 
to  Wood  county,  where  she  passed  away  in  1870. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three 
children  : John  Charles,  who  is  married  and  re- 

sides in  Troy  township;  Florence  Savanna,  a 
graduate  of  the  Michigan  State  Normal,  and  a 
teacher  for  several  years  in  Michigan;  and  Lyra 
Claribel. 

In  Troy  township,  February  r r , 1864,  Mr. 
Webb  enlisted  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  Y.  I.,  for 
three  years’  service  or  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  being  assigned  to  the  army 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Goldsboro  and  Resaca,  and  was  in 
all  the  battles  under  General  Sherman  during  his 
March  to  the  Sea.  He  took  part  in  the  Carolina 
campaign,  and  was  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  At  Louisville,  Ky. , he  was 
honorably  discharged  July  25,  1865,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Troy  township  with  an  untarnished 
vvar  record,  having  always  been  found  at  the  post 
°f  duty.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  supported  its  banner,  being  prev- 
iously was  a Whig,  and  though  never  an  office 
seeker,  has  served  as  a member  of  the  school 


board.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  being  a member  of  Benedict  Post,  No. 
26,  at  Pemberville,  Wood  county. 

Alfred  Simon  is  a prominent  representative 
of  the  family  of  that  name  in  Wood  county,  and 
is  one  of  Bloom  township’s  progressive  fanner 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  January  8,  1837,  and  is  a 
son  of  Reinhart  and  Maria  (Brougher)  Simon 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Adam  Simon,  was  one 
of  the  six  sons  born  to  the  first  marriage  of 
Michael  Simon,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the 
Buckey  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Board- 
man  township,  Mahoning  county,  January  13. 

1 8 1 1 , and  on  November  13,  1834,  he  wedded 
Miss  Brougher,  also  a native  of  Mahoning  county, 
born  May  28,  1817,  daughter  of  Daniel  Brougher. 
Five  children  blessed  this  union  — Lorinda,  born 
Octobers,  1835,  is  the  widow  of  James  Hamil- 
ton, of  Bloomdale;  Alfred  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Daniel,  born  December  18,  1838,  enlisted 
August  15,  1861,  in  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I., 
and  died  at  Nashville,  September  5,  1862;  Re- 
becca, born  in  .September,  1840,  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  Whistler,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister 
of  Denver,  Colo.;  and  Lucy  Ann,  born  June  13, 
1843,  died  September  19,  1855.  In  September, 
1854,  Reinhart  Simon  brought  his  family  and 
household  goods  in  two  covered  wagons  to  Wood 
county,  driving  the  entire  distance.  He  bought 
160  acres  of  land  in  Section  15,  Bloom  town- 
ship, and  made  his  temporary  home  with  his 
brother  Cornelius.  He  was  at  first  forced  to  buy 
supplies,  as  there  was  not  land  enough  cleared  to 
raise  crops  sufficient  for  the  family’s  use;  but  he 
; soon  converted  the  place  into  an  arable  tract, 
and  his  first  crop  of  corn  from  fifteen  acres 
amounted  to  1,500  bushels  in  the  ear.  From 
that  time  prosperity  attended  his  efforts,  the 
greatest  trouble  experienced  by  the  family  being 
sickness  from  fever  and  ague.  Mr.  Simon 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
while  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  Bloom  Chapel 
cemetery.  They  were  active  workers  in  the 
Lutheran  church,  and  in  politics  he  was  formerly 
a Whig,,  and  on  its  organization  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party;  for  six  years  he  served  as  treasurer 
of  Bloom  township. 

During  his  boyhood  Alfred  Simon  attended 
the  subscription  schools,  but  the  greater  part  of 
his  education  has  been  obtained  since  leaving 
school,  being  acquired  through  reading  and  ob- 
servation. He  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the 


■ 


■ 

. . 


828 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


time  the  family  came  to  Wood  county,  and  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage, 
with  the  exception  of  one  summer,  when  he 
worked  by  the  month.  About  1858,  he  bought 
an  eighty-acre  tract  of  school  land  in  Section  16, 
securing  the  same  from  his  father,  to  whom  he 
paid  interest  until  the  land  became  productive, 
when  he  paid  off  the  principle.  His  land  lay  just 
across  the  road  from  the  old  homestead,  where  : 
he  often  worked  during  the  day,  while  he  cleared  1 
and  improved  his  own  place  in  the  evening.  He 
believes  in  using  the  latest  methods  and  machinery 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  has  seventy-  | 
eighty  and  three-quarters  acres  of  the  best  de- 
veloped land  in  Bloom  township. 

At  Portage,  Wood  county,  Mr.  Simon  was 
united  in  marriage,  October  20,  1859,  with  Sil- 
vina  Milliron,  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Penn.,  in  1841,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Millirou,  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union 
— Olive,  wife  of  Robert  Wiers,  of  Libert}"  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  Emma  I,  wife  of  J.  Repass, 
of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Laura  E.,  wife  of 
George  Vick,  a machinist  of  Detroit,  Mich. ; 
William  G.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  Carrie  M , 
wife  of  Sanford  Lea,  of  Liberty  township.  The 
mother,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
United  Brethern  Church,  died  December  13, 
1872,  and  was  buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  Cemetery. 
On  July  18,  1876,  in  Perry  township,  Mr.  Simon 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Harriet  M.  Baily,  who  vyas  born  June  G,  1844, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Simon 
Bailey.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  one 
son — Myron  O.,  born  August  20,  1881. 

D uring  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Simon  became  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  and  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  service  in  May,  1864,  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  144th  O.  V.  I.  He  did 
guard  duty  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  at  the  end 
of  his  one-hundred-days’  service  was  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  home.  His  support  has 
always  been  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  served  for  two  years  as  trustee  of  his  town- 
ship, but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  having 
steadily  refused  political  honors.  He  and  his  es- 
timable wife  enjoy  the  friendship  and  society  of 
the  best  people  of  the  community,  and  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  belonging  to  the  Bloom  Chapel  con- 
gregation. 

George  Kline,  a public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Wood  county,  was  born  No- 
vember 12,  1830,  in  Dauphin  county,  Penn.,  and 
is  a son  of  Jacob  Kline,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 


man}. in  1779,  and  during  his  boyhood  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  the  family  locating  in 
Dauphin  county,  Penn.  He  there  learned  and 
followed  the  gunsmith's  trade,  in  connection  with 
the  grandfather,  for  a number  of  years.  When 
a young  man  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  where 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Rheinhardt,  subse- 
quently returning  to  Dauphin  county.  Several 
years  later  he  removed  to  Cumberland  county, 
Penn.,  whence  he  and  his  wife  afterward  came 
on  a visit  to  our  subject,  in  Wood  county,  where 
they  spent  two  years.  Their  last  days  were  passed 
at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Maria  Hess, 
of  Harrisburg,  Penn.  The  members  of  the  fam- 
ily -were:  Maria,  deceased  wife  of  William  Hess, 

of  Harrisburg;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shirk,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mrs.  Catherine  Heck,  of  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
now  deceased;  Annie,  widow  of  William  King, 
of  Pittsburg;  Margaret,  who  died  in  childhood; 
John,  who  died  in  Andersonville  prison;  Albert, 
who  died  during  the  war,  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. ; 
Henry,  who  died  in  Andersonville  prison;  George, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Jacob,  a gunsmith,  of  Mc- 
Comb,  Ohio;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  educational  privileges  which  our  subject 
received  were  very  meager.  When  he  was  a child 
of  six  years  his  father  bound  him  out  to  a tailor 
to  serve  a six-years’  apprenticeship.  He  then 
followed  the  business  for  fifteen  consecutive  years, 
in  Pottsville,  Chambersburg,  and  Newburg,  Penn. , 
and  afterward  worked  at  his  trade  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  and  also  in  Leesville,  this  State. 
While  in  Crawford  count}-  he,  in  1852,  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Campbell.  Soon  after  he  aban- 
doned his  trade,  and  began  the  cultivation  of  an 
eighty-acre  farm  in  Jackson  township,  which  was 
given  him  by  his  father-in-law.  fie  located  there- 
on in  1858,  erected  a rude  log  cabin,  and  in  course 
of  time  the  wild  land  was  converted  into  rich 
fields  of  waving  grain.  His  farm  labors,  how- 
ever, were  interrupted  by  his  service  in  the  army, 
for  in  1865  he  enlisted,  at  Leipsic,  Ohio,  in  Com- 
pany D,  192nd  O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close,  of  the  war.  After  his  return  home  he 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming  for  some 
years.  In  1884,  however,  he  sold  that  property 
and  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Hoytville. 
erecting  thereon  a comfortable  dwelling,  in  which 
he  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the  comfort- 
able competence  which  his  own  energy  brought 
him. 

On  December  17,  1891,  Mr.  Kline  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  On 
September  7,  1892,  he  married  Annie  Deremer, 
who  was  born  July  2,  1858,  in  Lonaconing.  Alle- 
gany Co.,  Md.;  she  was  educated  in  Sunbury 
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Delaware  Co.,  Ohio.  from  the  high  school  of 
uiiich  place  she  was  graduated  in  1874.  She  has  j 
,j<0  made  a study  of  music,  and  plays  the  organ 
t - the  entertainment  of  her  many  friends.  In  ; 
politics  Mr.  Kline  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but 
he  is  now  a stalwart  Republican.  For  one  year 
he  served  as  marshal,  but  he  has  never  been  a j 
politician  in  the  sense  of  office-seeking.  He  holds 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  his 
life  is  one  well  worthy  of  emulation  in  many  re- 
spects. Mrs.  Kline  is  a Roman  Catholic  in  Church 
connection,  having  been  baptized  in  that  faith 
April  9,  1877. 

James  M.  Bronson,  son  of  Stephen  Bronson, 
of  Vermont,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bloom 
township,  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  X.  Y.,  j 
in  1809.  Like  contemporary  boys,  his  opportu- 
nities for  obtaining  an  education  were  nothing 
more  than  presented  by  the  winter  term  of  his  ! 
district,  but  he  used  them  to  the  limit,  and 
was  rewarded  for  his  diligence.  His  marriage  j 
with  Hannah  Almira,  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  Helmer  (natives  of  Germany  and  Hol- 
land respectively),  took  place  April  4,  1826, 
Squire  Samuel  Edwards,  of  Manlius,  X.  Y. , per-  \ 
forming  the  marriage  rite.  She  was  born  in  | 
Montgomery  county,  X.  Y. , April  12.,  1806.  A 
woman  small  in  stature,  but  great  in  woman’s  j 
courage,  she  was  a faithful  wife  in  the  wilderness  j 
of  Wood,  from  1840  to  1864,  in  which  latter 
year  her  husband  died.  In  November  of  the  . 
former  year,  she  accompanied  her  husband  and 
children  to  the  site  of  Eagleville,  where  early  in 
the  spring  of  that  y'ear,  he  had  purchased  160 
acres  of  land.  A tract  of  about  one  and  one- 
half  acres  in  area  was  cleared,  some  corn  planted, 
and  a log  cabin  constructed.  Then  Mr.  Bron- 
son returned  to  New  York  for  his  wife  and  five 
children.  In  coming  hither  the  family  traveled 
on  a canal  boat  from  Rochester  to  Buffalo,  on 
steamer  to  Sandusky,  and  thence  on  wagon  to 
their  new  home,  which  they  reached  November 
>7,  1840.  He  had  then  only  $3, 50  and  a tract 
of  160  acres  of  wild  land;  but  with  it  he  posses- 
sed natural  ability,  physical  strength  and  a desire 
to  succeed.  Soon  after  coming  he  opened  a 
School  in  Ora  Baird’s  cabin,  in  Section  35,  then, 
the  only  dwelling  in  the  township  that  could  boast 
of  two  rooms.  His  success  as  a teacher  was 
"itch  that  his  services  were  in  ready  demand,  and 
for  a number  of  winters  he  taught  school  in 
I Hoorn,  giving  his  time,  during  the  spring,  sum- 
mer and  lull  to  chopping,  clearing  on  the  homc- 
Aead,  and  cultivating  it.  His  command  of 
Scripture  texts  was  phenomenal,  however  at  vari- 


ance with  the  majority  were  his  interpretations. 
He  believed  in  the  salvation  of  the  human  race, 
and  for  this  reason  refused  the  kind  offer  of  his 
maternal  grandfather  to  send  him  to  a Baptist 
school,  if  he  would  consent  to  become  a Baptist 
preacher.  As  related  in  the  history  of  Bloom 
township,  he  built  a house  of  worship  at  Eagle- 
ville, after  he  had  the  village  surveyed,  which  was 
free  to  the  use  of  all,  organized  a society  known 
as  the  Universalists,  and  urged  the  formation  of 
other  religious  bodies.  He  opened  a store,  as 
described  in  the  chapter  on  Bloom,  and  was 
postmaster,  teacher  and  preacher.  During  the 
war  for  the  Union  he  was  a loyal,  patriotic  advo- 
cate in  support  of  the  old  flag.  In  all  respects 
Mr.  Bronson  was  an  exemplary  citizen,  beloved 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Helmer,  three  died  in  infancy;  of  the 
eight  that  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
three  are  deceased,  namely:  Mary  A.,  who  mar- 
ried James  Baird,  of  Charlotte,  Mich.,  James  D. , 
and  Charles  O.  The  five  survivors  of  this  old 
Wood  county'  family  are  Ellen  E.  Bartow,  of 
Milan,  Ohio;  Charlotte  F.  Bonnell,  of  Campe 
Verde,  Texas;  Sarah  C.  Evers,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio;  Angelia  A.  McClellan,  of  Adrian,  Mich. ; 
and  Horace  W.  Bronson,  of  Hudson,  Mich.  The 
mother  of  this  family  became  a widow  in  1864, 
but  ten  years  later  married  Joel  Hale,  of  Fos- 
toria.  After  his  death,  in  1877,  she  passed  her 
years  visiting  her  children,  and  died  October  30, 
1893.  In  1842,  her  husband  had  a herd  of  six 
milch  cows,  and  with  this  beginning  she  estab- 
lished a Hairy,  selling  butter  at  six  cents  a pound, 
she  also  established  a little  cheese  factory,  the  pro- 
duct of  which,  foroneseason,  was 300pounds.  The 
press  used  in  this  primitive  factory  was  a rail, 
one  end  of  which  was  fixed  in  the  fence  while  the 
other  was  attached  to  a brass  kettle  filled  with 
rock.  In  addition  to  the  butter  and  cheese  in- 
dustries, was  a hennery,  where  numerous  eggs 
were  found  daily,  which  sold  readily  for  three 
cents  a dozen.  Then  there  was  the  ginseng  root, 
dug  up,  washed,  and  dried  by  the  children,  worth 
eighteen  cents  a pound,  and  the  ordinarv  farm 
products  to  help  out  the  income  of  the  house;  but 
with  all  these  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  bread, 
winners  of  the  house,  there  were  privations  and 
disappointments  with  which  American  pioneers 
could  alone  cope.  In  1843,  the  six  cows  starved 
to  death.  In  1844,  the  husband  and  two  chil- 
dren were  stricken  with  typhus  fever,  and,  for  six 
weeks,  the  noble  self-sacrificing  wife  and  mother 
attended  the  sick  without  thought  of  sell.  When 
the  clothing,  brought  hither  from  her  old  home 
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in  New  York  State,  was  worn  to  shreds,  and 
there  was  no  money  to  purchase  new  goods 
Fostoria  or  Perrysburg,  she  dyed  the  blankets, 
and  made  them  into  comfortable  and  well-fitting 
clothes  for  her  children,  and  when  the  baking 
soda  was  exhausted  she  reduced  corn-cobs  to 
ashes,  placed  the  ashes  in  a bowl  of  water,  waited 
until  precipitation  took  place,  and  then  poured 
off  the  clear  liquid  to  be  used  in  place  of  soda  in 
the  manufacture  of  corn  bread.  Her  courage, 
patience  and  endurance  with  her  happy  expedi- 
ents made  her  a woman  with  few  equals  in  the 
settlement;  one  to  be  honored  by  the  pioneers 
and  to  be  adored  by  her  family. 

Jacob  C.  Dauer,  a representative  pioneer  of 
the  county,  was  born  in  Nassau,  Germany,  De- 
cember io,  i S3 1,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Dora  Dauer,  the  former  a farmer  by  occupation. 
In  their  family  were  six  children:  Catherine, 

deceased;  Christine,  widow  of  joe  Hofner:  YYil- 
helmina,  wife  of  Christ  Asmas;  Theodore,  a farm- 
er, of  Middleton  township;  William,  deceased; 
and  Jacob  C.  The  mother  died  in  her  native 
land;  but  the  father  came  to  the  New  World  in 
1S64,  and  spent  his  remaining  days  in  Huron 
county,  Ohio. 

In  1853  Jacob  C.  Dauer  left  the  shores  of 
Germany  on  a vessel  which  was  nine  weeks  in 
reaching  America,  and  on  landing  he  remained 
some  four  months  in  New  York.  For  the  nine 
years  following  he  made  his  home  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  rented  a farm  of  seventy  acres. 
He  then  bought  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  in 
Wood  county,  which  he  has  since  ditched  and 
tiled,  and  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  vicin- 
ity. He  erected  a fine  residence  and  barns,  and 
has  upon  his  place  nine  productive  oil  wells,  one 
operated  by  Alexander  McDonald,  and  the  others 
by  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  John  Watts. 

In  1859,  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Dauer 
married  Miss  Anna  Brand,  a sister  of  F.  J.  Brand, 
of  Middleton  township,  this  county,  and  eleven 
children  were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  have 
now  passed  away:  John,  born  June  2,  1861, 

died  in  18S0;  Julius,  born  July  22,  [862,  died  in 
1874;  William,  born  September  30,  1S73,  died 
in  1880;  and  August,  born  April  11,  1874,  died 
in  1875.  Those  living  are:  Chris,  born  Janu- 

ary [8,  1864,  who  wedded  Mary  Opperman,  a 
daughter  of  Anton  Opperman,  a farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township,  W ood  county  (they  have  four 
children);  Mary,  born  Ma_\  15,  186;,  married  to 
Henry  Weihl(they  have  two  children;;  Cl:  irlev, 
born  September  14,  i860,  married  to  Louisa 
Moore  (they  have  three  children;;  Frederick, 


born  October  17,  1869,  married  to  Lizzie  Beil, 

; a daughter  of  Adam  Beil  (they  have  one  child); 
Emma,  born  June  29,  1871;  Adam,  born  Decem- 
ber 16,  1875,  at  present  taking  a classical  course 
in  a school  at  Tiffin,  Ohio;  and  Anna  E.,  born 
September  7,  1877.  Mrs.  Dauer  was  born  No- 
vember 26,  1835,  in  Hessen,  Germany,  a daugh- 
| ter  of  Adam,  a shoemaker,  and  Catherine  (Hof) 
i Brand,  who,  in  1867,  came  to  America  and  to 
Wood  county,  where  they  both  died.  They  had 
ten  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  Germany,  the 
others  being:  Julius  J. , John,  Fred,  Mary  (Mrs. 

i Meyer,  now  deceased),  Catherine,  and  Eckert, 

| the  last  "named  living  in  Lucas  county.  Mrs. 

| Dauer  came  to  this  country  when  twenty-three 
years  old,  in  company  with  three  other  young 
people. 

Mr.  Dauer  is  a Democrat,  has  served  as  school 
director,  and  for  one  term  was  a member  of  the 
city  council  at  Haskins.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
identified  with  the  German  Reformed  Church,  in 
which  for  four  years  he  has  served  as  trustee, 
and  is  now  a deacon.  The  entire  life  of  Mr. 

! Dauer  has  been  one  of  unusual  activity  and  in- 
dustry, and  he  is  a self-made  man  in  the  fullest 
! sense  of  the  word.  On  his  arrival  in  the  country 
! all  his  worldly  possessions  were  tied  up  in  his 
handkerchief,  and  his  capital,  of  nothing  save 
' willing  hands  and  a strong  determination  to 
succeed. 

G.  C.  Houskeeper,  a leading  horticulturist 
and  farmer  of  Center  township,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster, Fairfield  county,  December  24,  1854. 

! He  is  a son  of  Aaron  Houskeeper,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  now  resides  with  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  early  gave 
! evidence  of  the  energy  and  enterprise  which  have 
distinguished  his  later  career,  by  becoming  an 
efficient  helper  to  his  father  in  the  business  of 
! harness  making  before  he  was  twelve  years  old. 
On  arriving  at  that  age  he  hired  out  as  a farm 
laborer  at  four  dollars  a month,  and  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  work  until  he  reached  his 
majoritv.  In  1876  he  came  to  Wood  county  and 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Center  township, 
part  of  which  was  improved.  He  was  married 
January  3,  1876.  at  Bowling  Green,  to  Miss 
Amelia  Klopfenstein,  a daughter  of  Peter  Klop- 
fenstein,  a well-known  resident  of  Center  town- 
ship, and  not  contented  with  the  work  of  Jiis 
farm  he  also  engaged  for  the  next  throe  years  m 
the  manufacture  of  lime,  in  partnership  with  in 
father-in-law.  In  1878  he  sold  hisfirst  farm,  and 
rented  on.e  belonging  to  George  Klopfenstein, 
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which  he  conducted  for  five  years,  when  he 
bought  forty  acres  near  Bowling  Green,  and  has 
-dnce  improved  it.  The  orchard,  his  especial 
pride,  covers  fifteen  acres,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  county.  He  is  now  renting  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  addition  to  his  own  farm,  keep- 
ing the  entire  tract  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Houskeeper  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  They  have  four 
children:  Edith,  born  in  1879;  Willard,  1881; 

Ernest,  1 S S 3 ; and  Dora,  18S5.  Mr.  Houskeeper 
is  a Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  local  matters,  his  popularity  resting 
upon  his  admirable  personal  qualities.  He  is  now 
the  official  weather  reporter  for  the  U.  S.  Me- 
teorological Bureau,  and  the  crop  reporter  for  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture.  Progressive 
and  original  in  ideas,  he  is  one  of  the  foremost 
of  his  profession  in  this  county,  was  master  of 
the  Grange  for  three  years,  and  one  of  the  chief 
promoters  and  supporters  of  the  Wood  County 
Farmers  Institute. 

William  Olmstead  Keeler,  deceased,  was 
a leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Milton  town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Wood 
county.  He  was  born  in  Weston,  July  28,  1 S 3 3 , 
and  was  a son  of  Ralph  Olmstead  Keeler,  a na- 
tive of  New  York.  The  grandfather  was  Major 
C.  I.  Keeler,  who  won  his  title  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  settled  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  at  a very  early 
day.  The  father  of  our  subject  married  Orlantha 
Brown,  of  Wood  county,  and  purchased  400 
acres  of  land  on  which  the  town  of  Weston  now 
stands.  He  died  in  Weston,  and  his  wife  died  in 
Maumee,  Ohio.  In  the  family  w’ere  four  children: 
Amelia  became  the  wife  of  Martin  V.  Seeley,  and 
removed  to  Illinois,  where  her  death  occurred; 
Ralph  went  to  Cuba  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1874,  as  a correspondent  for  the  New  York 
Tribjinc,  engaged  in  writing  up  the  insurrection. 
He  was  on  a Spanish  vessel  going  from  Cuba  to 
Havanna,  and  disappeared  in  the  night,  although 
the  ship  had  stopped  at  no  port.  It  is  believed 
lie  was  killed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  then  thrown 
overboard.  He  had  won  considerable  promin- 
ence as  an  author,  having  written  the  following: 
“Gloverson,”  “His  Silent  Partner, ’’ and-"  Vaga- 
bond Adventures,  the  last  mentioned  being  a 
true  history  of  his  own  boyhood.  At  the  lime  of 
his  death  he  was  writing  an  article  called  “Owen 
Brown’s  Escape  from  Harper’s  Ferry,"  which 
afterward  appeared  in  <1  number  of  rmiga  fines. 
He  was  an  excellent  linguist,  speaking  and  writ- 
ing eight  different  languages,  and  one  of  his  liter- 
ary works  was  the  translation  of  George  Sand’s 


I novel  “Marquis  De  Viliner.”  The  youngest 
! member  of  the  Keeler  family  is  Mrs.  Grace  Machin, 
whose  husband  is  a noted  lawyer  of  New  York. 

The  father,  at  his  death,  left  considerable 
: property,  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
j administrator,  and  through  some  mismanagement 
i was  lost.  Our  subject  was  at  that  time  fifteen 
| years  of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
1 schools  of  Weston  and  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  and 
I received  a good  business  training  while  clerking 
; for  his  uncle,  Charles  Keeler,  of  Toledo.  About 
1850  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  where 
he  prospected  and  located  what  has  since  proven 
a very  rich  claim;  but  after  a short  time  he  dis- 
posed of  it.  At  the  beginning  of  the  w'ar,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Union  service  at  Denver,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  afterward 
veteranized,  continuing  at  the  front  until  the  pre- 
j servation  of  the  Union  was  an  assured  fact.  He 
partially  lost  his  eyesight  during  that  time. 

Returning  to  Weston  at  the  ciose  of  the  war, 
j Mr.  Keeler  embarked  in  general  merchandising, 

1 but  afterward  sold  out  and  established  a grocery 
store  at  Custar.  He  was  married,  in  Tontoganv, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Crom,  who  was  born  at  Beaver 
I Creek,  January  22,  1840,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Dull)  Crom.  The  wedding  of  her 
j parents  was  the  first  celebrated  in  Weston  town- 
| ship,  and  the  neighbors  attended  for  twenty 
miles  around.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keeler  was  celebrated  May  26,  1868.  She  was 
a maiden  of  seven  summers  when  the  family 
i went  to  Tontoganv,  and  was  educated  in  the 
, district  schools,  in  Bowling  Green  and  Water- 
ville,  obtaining  a teacher's  certificate  when  only 
; fifteen  years  of  age.  She  followed  teaching  for 
i twenty-one  terms,  and  was  very  successful  in  that 
work.  Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keeler  located  in  Custar,  and  in  1875  the  former 
I erected  a large  store  building  with  a hall  above, 
which  at  that  time  was  the  finest  business  block 
in  the  county.  A year  later  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  causing  a loss  of  $10,000.  Mr.  Keeler  was 
at  the  time  postmaster  of  Custar,  and  did  not 
resume  mercantile  business  for  three  years,  but 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  buying  stock.  He 
then  came  to  Milton  Center,  where  he  opened  a 
general  store,  to  which  he  snbsequentlv  made  a 
large  addition.  For  nine  years  the  family  resided 
over  the  store,  and  then  removed  into  a beauti- 
ful brick  residence  which  Mr.  Keeler  had  erected, 
and  which  was  his  place  of  adode  until  his  death. 
Iti  1891  he  erected  a large  new  grain  < .fi>  vator  at 
Milton  Center,  to  take  the  ] lace  of  one  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  while  examining  a car-load  of  corn, 
he  fell  from  the  car  and  broke  his  leg.  He  had 
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met  with  reverses  in  his  business  career,  but  his 
determination,  energy  and  upright  dealing  never-  ] 
theless  secured  him  success,  and  he  became  the  ! 
possessor  of  a comfortable  property. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  a man  of  generous  and  benevo-  ! 
lent  nature,  and  the  poor  and  needy  found  in 
him  a friend.  He  was  a member  of  Neibling 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Weston,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  and  the  Uniformed  Rank,  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green.  Mr.  Keeler  passed  away  October  3 1 , 
1892,  leaving  the  widow  and  one  son  to  mourn  j 
the  loss  of  a loving  husband  and  father.  In  his 
death  the  community  at  large  lost  a valued  citi- 
zen and  faithful  friend.  The  son,  Ralph  Olm- 
stead,  was  born  May  21,  1869,  and  is  a graduate  ! 
of  Fostoria  College.  Mrs.  Keeler  has  since  her 
husband’s  death  successfully  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness; she  is  a lady  of  superior  ability,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends  in  the  community  who  hold 

her  in  the  highest  regard. 

’ 

Tobias  Hanline  is  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Wood  county,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  first  families  that  settled  in  Montgomery 
township.  Those  who  come  to  the  county  to- 
day can  in  no  way  realize  the  hardships  and  dif- 
ficulties which  were  met  by  the  pioneer  settlers 
who  blazed  the  way  through  the  forests,  and 
transformed  the  wild  land  into  comfortable  homes  ! 
and  farms. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Section  1,  Mont- 
gomery township,  August  7,  1836,  the  eldest 
child  of  David  and  Eve  (Rumler)  Hanline.  His 
father  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 8,  1810,  and  his  parents  were  David  and 
Catherine  (Wahrier)  Hanline.  David  Hanline, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  1777,  and  became  a pioneer  of 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  govern- 
ment land.  In  the  spring  of  1S33  he  came  to 
western  Ohio,  in  search  of  a location,  and  en- 
tered 160  acres  in  Section  1 1,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  laying  claim  to  the  same  in 
the  office  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Richland  county.  In  the  fall  of  1S33  he 
moved  his  family  to  Wood  county  by  team,  and 
spent  the  first  night  in  Montgomery  township,  at  ! 
the  cabin  of  John  A.  Kelly,  the  first  settler  in 
the  township.  On  reaching  their  land,  the  father 
and  sons  at  once  began  building  a home  of  their 
own,  a log  cabin  with  a clapboard  roof.  In  the 
spring  of  1834  the}'  were  joined  by  the  mother 
arid  other  members  of  the  family.  The  children 
were  Betsey  and  Rebecca,  both  of  whom  mar- 
ried and  remained  in  eastern  Ohio;  Catherine, 
who  married  John  Stevens,  and  died  in 


Bradner,  Ohio;  David  J.  ; Samuel,  who  died 
in  Montgomery  township;  Tobias,  who  died  in 
Wells  county,  Ind. ; Michael,  of  Indiana;  Sophia, 
who  is  married  and  lives  near  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.  ; Ann,  who  married  Amos  Arnold,  and 
died  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  and  Eve, 
who  became  the  second  wife  of  Amos  Arnold, 
and  died  in  Indiana.  In  the  early  “ forties  " 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Wells  county,  Ind.,  again  settling  in  a frontier 
region,  his  farm  being  now  a portion  of  the  city 
of  Bluffton.  There  his  death  occurred  in  1854, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1855. 

David  Hanline,  Jr.,  spent  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  life  in  Pennsylvania,  then  went  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  but  afterward  returned  to 
his  native  State.  Later  he  resided  in  Stark 
county  and  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1833 
came  to  Wood  county.  He  was  married  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  June  11,  1835,  to  Eve,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catherine  (Augustine)  Rumler. 
She  was  born  in  November,  1814,  in  Columbi- 
ana county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Wood  county 
with  her  parents  in  1833.  The  father  of  our 
subject  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
1,  Montgomery  township,  erected  a log  cabin 
with  a stick  chimney,  and  there  lived  in  true 
pioneer  style.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Madison 
towmship,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  secured 
160  acres  of  partially  improved  land,  there  mak- 
ing his  home  until  his  death,  July  30,  1S90.  He 
was  buried  in  Eisenhaur  cemetery,  in  Freedom 
township.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
for  many  years  served  as  township  trustee  of 
Madison  towmship.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Lutheran,  and  was  a most  highly  respected  man; 
his  widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  home  farm  in 
Sandusky  county.  Their  children  were:  Tobias; 
David  and  John,  both  of  Freedom  township; 
Eve,  wife  of  John  Kimball,  of  Freedom  town- 
ship; Mollie,  wife  of  Christ  Foster,  of  Freedom 
township;  Catherine,  wife  of  Reuben  Kiser,  of 
Madison  township,  Sandusky  county;  Cornelius 
of  Livingston  county.  111. ; Elias,  Loy  and  Isaac, 
all  of  Freedom  township. 

Tobias  Hanline  attended  the  “Old  Prospect 
School  ” that  stood  on  the  site  of  Bradner.  The 
German  language  was  spoken  in  his  parents' 
home,  and  when  he  entered  school  he  could  not 
speak  a word  of  English.  His  educational  facili- 
ties were  limited,  for,  being  the  eldest  son  in  the 
family  his  services  were  needed  on  the  farm  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  September  1 S,  i860,  in 
Monroe  countv,  Mich.,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Helen  Gibbs,  who  was  born  in  Tioga 
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county,  Penn.,  October  25,  1S44,  a daughter 
of  Cyrus  and  Emily  (Hunter)  Gibbs.  Eleven 
children  have  blessed  this  union  : David  H.,  of 

Cowlitz  county,  Wash.;  Eva  A.,  wife  of  Edward  i 
Donald,  of  Bradner,  Ohio;  John,  of  Pemberville;  ' 
Estella,  wife  of  Winter  Kille,  of  Freedom  town- 
ship; William,  a farmer  of  Freedom  township; 
Grace,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Clarence,  of  Bradner; 
Winifred,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Donna,  ; 
Aenid,  and  Hugh,  at  home. 

Before  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hanline  purchased  1 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Madison  township,  San- 
dusky county,  for  which  he  paid  $250.00,  the  - 
greater  part  of  which  he  had  earned  by  hunting. 
He  lived  in  a hewed  log  house  on  that  farm  until 
1867,  when  he  traded  it  for  eighty  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 25,  Freedom  township,  and  received  $100.00 
additional.  A log  house  stood  on  this  place,  but 
only  five  acres  were  cleared.  He  energetically 
began  the  work  of  developing  the  farm,  and 
within  eleven  years  had  cleared  almost  the  entire 
amount,  placing  it  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  erected  all  of  the  buildings  thereon,  ; 
and  made  it  a valuable  property,  continuing  to  1 
reside  there  until  March  24,  1896,  when  he  came 
to  Pemberville,  where  he  now  owns  a pleasant 
residence.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Republic- 
an. He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Grange, 
and  oi  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a thirty-second 
degree  Mason.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry 
and  steady  application,  and  as  a result  he  is  now 
living  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  a comfortable 
competence. 

John  Bamer,  a progressive  and  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was 
born  February  29,  1852,  on  the  present  site  of 
Pottertown,  Weston  township.  facob  Bamer 
(or  Boehmer),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Schoenborn,  Germany,  August  25,  1815. 

In  1838  he  came  to  America — crossing  the  ocean 
before  the  advent  of  steamships,  and  for  six 
weeks  he  did.  not  see  land.  He  first  located  in 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  remaining  there  but 
a short  time,  thence  coming  to  Gilead,  now 
Grand  Rapids,  Wood  county,  where  he  remained 
from  1839  t°  1846,  in  the  employ  of  Elijah 
Dodd  and  James  Steed  man,  who  had  the  con- 
tract from  the  State  to  build  the  dam  across 
the  Maumee  river  at  that  place.  In  1846  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Weston  township, 
from  Elijah  Dodd,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Weston,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  August  10,  1889.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried; his  first  marriage  was  on  September  5, 
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1847,  when  Mrs.  Sarah  (Purkey)  Cling,  widow  of 
Joseph  Cling,  became  his  wife.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children:  Jacob,  Jr.,  born  Au- 

gust 22.  [848,  married  Nancy  E.  Strope,  Decem- 
ber 3 i , 1875  (she  was  born  March  28,  1856); 
Elizabeth,  born  March  23,  1850,  married  Jacob 
Reaker,  September  26,  1877  (he  was  born  Mav 
20,  1843);  and  John,  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 
The  mother  had  two  daughters  by  her  former 
marriage:  Flora,  who  was  born  March  29,  1846. 
and  married  George  Heller  May  9,  1S6S:  and 
Samantha,  who  died  while  young.  Mrs.  Bamer 
died  in  1S55,  and  in  1861  the  father  again  mar- 
ried, his. choice  being  Ellen  Huffman,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. To  them  were  born  two  children: 
(1)  Lewis  H.,  born  May  15,  1862,  married  Miss 
Idora  B.  Wood,  March  27,  18S7  (she  was  born 
April  16,  1861,  and  died  May  13,  1890  ,.  and  one 
son,  Ray  Harrison,  born  August  9,  1889,  blessed 
this  union.  (2)  Bentley  H.,  born  October  24, 
1865.  The  mother  died  December  1.  iSSS,  and 
the  father  survived  her  but  eight  months.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a 
number  of  years  at  Pottertown.  He  was  honest 
and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
men,  moderate  in  all  things,  and  quiet  and  peace- 
able. He  was  a faithful  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

John  Bamer,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
married  on  January  2.  1873,  to  Sarah  M.  Row- 
land, who  was  born  December  21,  1853.  the 
daughter  of  john  and  Catherine  Rowland,  highly 
respected  residents  of  Grand  Rapids  township; 
the  former  died  June  11,  1887,  while  the  latter 
had  passed  away  ten  years  before,  dying  June 
22,  1877.  To  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  were  born  four  children,  as  follow:  Merton 
L.,  September  15,  1873,  was  made  a Master 
Mason  June  9,  1896,  and  is  superintendent  of 
the  Latcha  schools  for  the  year  1896-97;  Cora 
E.,  June  8,  1876;  Fred  H.,  November  6,  1879; 
and  Edna  A.,  born  April  28.  1889.  died  October 
22,  1893. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  bought  the  N \ 
of  the  S.  E.  \ Section  19.  Grand  Rapids  town- 
ship (eighty  acres  of  land),  on  June  27,  1887, 
which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  trans- 
form into  a comfortable  home.  In  one  year  on 
this  farm  he  put  in  six  and  one  half  miles  of  tile 
drain,  planted  a great  variety  of  fruit,  and 
erected  a barn  that  is  equal  to  any  in  the  country 
for  convenience.  Socially  Mr.  Bamer  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  the 
order  April  17,  1870,  in  Grand  Rapids  Lodge  No. 
289;  he  is  a charter  member  of  Kenilworth  Lodge 
No.  340,  K.  of  P. 
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Samuel  Herringshaw,  who  is  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  Jackson  township, 
which  he  conducts  in  the  most  improved  and  pro- 
gressive manner,  is  a native  of  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  born  January  15,  1 S 5 3 , and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Lyon  ) Herringshaw. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  district  school  near 
the  family  home,  and  when  seven  years  of  age  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Liberty  township, 
Wood  county,  and  completed  his  school  course 
in  Liberty  and  Jackson  townships.  When  the 
day’s  session  was  over,  he  would  return  to  the 
work  of  the  home  farm,  and  was  busily  engaged  , 
in  the  fields  during  the  vacation  months.  All 
his  earlier  years  were  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

As  a companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's  jour- 
ney, Mr.  Herringshaw  chose  Miss  Anna  Eliza 
Watson,  and  the  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
Findlay,  Ohio,  November  15,  1SS2.  The  lady 
was  born  in  England,  August  29,  1857,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years  came  to  America  with 
her  three  sisters.  Mr.  Herringshaw  and  his  bride 
took  up  their  abode  on  the  old  homstead,  and  he 
operated  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  had  pur- 
purchased  in  jackson  township  just  prior  to  his 
marriage.  He  continued  to  reside  at  the  old 
home  place  until  December,  1888,  when  he 
erected  his  present  store  building  in  Hoytville, 
and  there  embarked  with  his  brother,  John  Y. , j 
in  the  hardware  business.  By  his  well-directed 
efforts  and  honorable  dealing  he  has  secured  a 
liberal  patronage,  and  his  trade  has  increased  so 
that  he  has  added  to  his  original  store  in  order  to  ; 
have  more  commodious  quarters. 

Mr.  Herringshaw  also  erected  a fine  residence 
in  Hoytville,  and  the  members  of  the  household 
are  now  himself,  wife  and  three  daughters, 
Edith,  Florence  and  Gracie.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat,  unswerving  in  his  support  of 
the  party  principles,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
He  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
socially  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
Lodge  at  Hoytville.  His  life  is  worthy  of  emula- 
tion, in  its  progressive,  enterprising  characteris- 
tics, and  the  success  which  he  now  enjoys  is 
justly  merited. 

Mr.  Herringshaw  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  ; 
Ann  (Lyon)  Herringshaw,  both  of  whom  were  1 
natives  of  England,  and  Samuel  was  the  first  of 
the  family  born  in  America.  The  others  were: 
Ann  Rebecca,  who  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Har-  i 
rison;  Joseph,  of  Hoytville;  Rebecca,  at  present  1 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  township;  John, 
deceased;  John  Y.,  of  Jackson  Prairie  (all  of  the 


above  were  born  in  England);  Fred,  of  Liberty 
township,  and  William,  of  Hoytville  (both  born 
in  this  State).  The  father  of  this  family  died 
September  14,  1861;  the  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eight}'  years. 

H.  E.  Smith.  The  joys  of  youth  have  been 
so  often  dwelt  upon  in  prose  and  verse,  that  the 
later  years  of  life  are  looked  upon  by  the  aver- 
age person  as  necessarily  less  happy  than  those 
of  childhood;  yet  those  who  realize  the  ripe 
spiritual  development  and  peaceful  outlook  of 
one  who  has  learned  life’s  lessons,  and  is  waiting 
for  the  promotion  which  is  sure  to  follow,  would 
not  exchange  the  latter  state  for  the  first.  And 
when  wealth  has  added  its  possibilities  for  wide 
usefulness  in  various  fields,  there  are  but  few  in- 
deed who  would  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  raa- 
turer  life  as  likely  to  furnish  fuller,  more  constant, 
and  more  rational  enjoyment,  than  the  happiest 
childhood  knows. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  a well-known  re- 
tired agriculturist  of  Risingsun,  was  born  in 
Orange  county.  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1824.  His  fa- 
ther, Timothy  Smith,  was  also  a native  of  that 
county,  and  for  some  years  was  a farmer  there. 
He  married  Miss  Catherine  Tier,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  and  moved  to  Orange  county, 
with  her  parents  when  she  was  eleven  years  old. 
In  1831  Timothy  Smith  came  to  Ohio  with  his 
family  by  canal  and  lake,  and  entered  200  acres 
of  land  in  Big  Spring  township,  Seneca  county, 
at  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Alvada.  The 
land  office  was  at  that  time  located  at  Bucvrus. 
He  made  many  improvements,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  when  he  was  aged  seventy  years,  he 
had  a fine  farm.  His  wife  lived  to  be  over 
eighty-six  years  old.  They  had  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  eleven  lived  to  adult  age:  Eliza,  who 

married  William  Boucher,  and  died  at  Powell’s 
Creek,  Ohio;  William,  a resident  of  Alvada, 
Ohio:  John,  who  lives  in  Defiance  county,  and 
has  been  twice  married;  Almira  Russell;  H.  E., 
our  subject;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Samuel  Fry,  of 
Fostoria;  Catherine,  who  married  William  Bates, 
and  lives  near  Tiffin;  George,  of  Arcadia,  Ohio; 
Clarissa,  who  married  Michael  Fry,  and  died  in 
Fostoria;  Franklin,  a resident  of  South  Bend. 
Ind. ; Francis,  who  lives  in  Fostoria;  and  a 
daughter  who  lives  in  Defiance  county. 

Mr.  Smith  was  only  seven  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  State,  and  lhs  youth 
was  spent  in  the  hard  toil  of  a pioneer  farmer’s 
life.  As  the  older  boys  left  home  his  father 
needed  his  help,  and  he  sacrified  his  education 
rath.er  than  see  his  parents  suffer.  He  never  at- 
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tended  school,  riot  even  to  learn  his  UA  B Cs,  ” \ 
hut  as  he  fully  realized  the  value  of  the  oppor- 
tunities of  which  he  was  deprived,  he  studied 
alone,  often  sitting  up  at  night  in  front  of  the  i 
hig  fireplace  with  his  books.  As  the  years  j 
passed  on,  and  he  might  perhaps  have  gone  to 
school  occasionally,  the  humiliation  of  beginning  I 
in  a class  with  small  children  prevented  him 
from  making  the  trial,  so  that  his  knowledge  is  j 
entirely  self-acquired.  At  twenty-two  he  left  | 
home  to  make  his  own  way,  his  worldly  posses- 
sions being  limited  to  a suit  of  clothes  worth  about 
$10;  but  he  had,  however,  a capital  of  ambition,  ; 
energy  and  common-sense  which  served  him  well. 

When  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  married 
his  first  wife,  Miss  Lydia  Fry,  and  their  only  son,  | 
Hiram,  grew  to  manhood,  entered  the  army  dur-  | 
ing  the  Civil  war,  and  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  ! 
and  so  nearly  starved,  that  when  he  was  released,  ! 
and  food  given  him,  his  enfeebled  system  failed 
to  rally,  and  he  expired.  His  mother  died  in 
Seneca  county,  and  two  years  later,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Miss  Anor  Bates,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  July  24,  1830,  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Anor  (Homan)  Bates.  Five  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  Oliver,  a farmer  in 

Montgomery  township;  Cinderella,  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Tobias  Koogle,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  twins, 
Emma  E.  (now  Mrs.  ,Lee  Garns,  of  Sandusky 
county),  and  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Peter  Ushel,  of  Ris-  ; 
ingsun);  and  William,  who  lives  in  Scott  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county.  Mrs.  Smith  has  been  a 
great  help  to  her  husband  in  the  battle  of  life,  as 
he  is  the  first  to  acknowledge. 

The  first  land  that  Mr.  Smith  ever  owned  j 
was  forty  acres  in  Big  Spring  township.  Seneca,  i 
county,  and  later  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  county,  which  he  sold,  to 
buy  1 12  acres  in  the  same  township,  where  he 
lived  until  his  removal  to  Risingsun,  in  the  fall  of 
1 88 1.  He  has  retired  from  active  business,  but 
takes  an  active  and  generous  interest  in  every 
worthy  public  movement,  and  he  and  his  wife  be- 
long to  the  Radical  U.  B.  Church,  in  which  he 
has  held  many  offices.  As  a contributor  he  has 
been  very  liberal,  giving  over  $i,ioo  to  one 
Church.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a more  de- 
v'out  Christian  and  concientious  man,  and  he  is  j 
Held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
has  never  been  a politician  or  office  seeker,  and, 
although  formerly  a Democrat,  now  votes  for  the  : 
“ Christian  Party.  ” 

M.  D.  McEwen,  an  honorable  and  well-to-do 
banner  of  Wood  county,  is  a native  of  Perry  town- 
ship,  where  he  still  resides.  He  made  his  appear- 


ance 01a  the  stage  of  life  January  1 1,  1846.  His 
father,  William  McEwen,  was  born  in  Northamp- 
ton county,'  Penn.,  nine  miles  from  Easton,  April 
29,  1810,  and  was  a son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Johnson)  McEwen,  who  were  the  parents  of 
twenty-one  children.  The  grandfather,  who  was 
a blacksmith  by  trade,  came  to  Ohio,  in  1823, 
bringing  sixteen  of  his  children,  the  journey  being 
made  by  means  of  wagons,  and  requiring  four 
weeks.  He  located  four  miles  east  of  Tiffin, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  of  160  acres,  on  which 
stood  a small  log  cabin,  where  the  family  of  eight- 
een persons  lived  for  some  time.  There  his  death 
occurred -at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  his  wife 
passed  aw'av  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Of  the 
children  who  came  with  him  to  Ohio,  five  are  still 
living — Henry,  of  Allen  county,  Ind.;  William, 
father  of  our  subject;  Sarah,  widow  of  Moses 
Friese,  of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  Rachel,  now 
Mrs.  George  Deuzler,  of  Republic,  Ohio;  and 
Martha,  widow  of  James*Crauin,  of  North  Balti- 
more. 

The  education  of  William  McEwen,  Jr., -was 
very  limited,  and  his  first  teacher  was  an  old 
Rovolutionary  soldier,  who  had  lost  one  arm. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  January 
20,  1835,  to  Miss  Margaret  Clark,  who  was  born 
in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  March  11,  1813,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Bennett) 
Clark,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Seneca  county, 
Ohio.  The  family  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
consists  of  the  following  children — Hannah,  born 
November  6,  1836,  married  Jacob  Sidel,  and 
died  in  Seneca  county;  George,  born  May  24, 

1 8 3 S , was  a member  of  Company  H,  49th  O.  V. 
I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  was  killed  at  Pickett's 
Mills,  Ga.,in  1864,  and  was  buried  by  the  enemy; 
Sarah,  born  December  22,  1839,  married  Nathan 
Henry,  and  lives  at  Fostoria;  Thomas,  born  No- 
vember 7,  1841,  died  near  Jerry  City,  Portage 
township,  Wood  county;  William,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1843,  filed  in  Minnesota;  M.  D.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Matthew,  born  April  30,  1848,  is 
a farmer  in  Seneca  county;  Henry,  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1850,  died  in  Perry  township;  and  Mar- 
garet J.,  born  July  19,  1854,  married  Robert 
Wilson,  and  died  at  Arcadia,  Ohio.  In  1833  the 
father  entered  eighty  acres  of  government  land 
in  Section  13,  Perry  township,  where  he  re- 
moved three  years  later,  and  previous  to  that 
time  lived  near  Tiffin,  on  land  which  is  now  com- 
prised within  the  city  limits,  where  Main  street 
crosses  the  Sandusky  river.  Until  1874,  he  made 
his  home  in  Pern  township,  but  in  that  year  re- 
moved to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  he  has  a com- 
fortable brick  residence.  After  a happy  married 
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life  of  over  fifty-seven  years,  his  wife  died  or,  July  j 
ii,  1892,  and  was  buried  at  Fostoria.  Since  a j 
young  man  he  has  been  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  first  a 
Democrat,  but  now  supports  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
this  section,  and  well  deserves  mention  in  this 
volume. 

M.  D.  McEwen  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
his  twenty-fourth  year.  On  March  10,  1S70,  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  which  united  our  subject  and  Miss  1 
Sarah  Miller,  a native  of  Seneca  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Miller,  an  early  pioneer  of  that 
locality.  One  child  blessed  this  union — Alfred 
D.,  born  April  22,  1873,  and  on  May  7,  1896, 
was  married  to  Myrtle  Gossard,  of  Sandusky 
county.  The  mother  died  May  11,  1879,  a few 
months  after  her  husband’s  return  from  Texas. 
Later  Mr.  McEwen  wedded  Miss  Mary  Gossard, 
who  was  born  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  April  25,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Alvin  P.  and  Mary  (Cooley)  Gossard,  the  former 
born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1808,  and  the  latter 
in  Canada  in  1809.  In  the  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  McEwen  is  the  next  to  the  youngest, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  she  began  teaching 
school,  which  profession  she  followed  for  many 
terms. 

Before  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  McEwen  had 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  township, 
Seneca  county,  all  wild  and  uncultivated,  and 
eight  years  of  his  married  life  were  there  passed. 
In  1878  he  removed  to  Austin,  Texas,  and  later 
to  Williamson  county,  that  State,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  returned  north,  locating  upon  his 
present  farm  in  Perry  township,  Wood  county, 
where  he  owns  100  acres  of  good  land,  supplied 
with  excellent  farm  buildings.  He  and  his  wife 
are  sincere  Christians,  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  steward.  In 
political  opinion  he  is  now  a Prohibitionist,  though 
he  was  at  one  time  a Democrat.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  community, 
and  his  circle  of  friends  is  only  limited  by  his 
circle  of  his  acquaintances. 

Avery  O.  Chapman,  an  intelligent  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Liberty  township,  is  a native  of 
Wood  county,  born  in  Weston  township,  on  the 
25th  of  June,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  William  H. 
and  Sylva  Ann  (Avery)  Chapman.  The  father’s 
birth  occurred  in  Connecticut,  August  it,  1820, 
and  while  still  single  removed  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  wedded  Miss  Avery,  who  was 


born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1830.  It  was  in 
1850  that  he  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  first 
in  Weston  township,  where  he  began  the  im- 
provement of  a farm,  which  he  sold  five  years 
later,  and,  on  selling  that  tract,  purchased  another 
in  the  same  township,  where  his  widow  still  re- 
sides. He  was  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  county,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Connecticut,  July  19,  1890,  was  deeply  mourned. 
In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican. 

In  the  family  were  ten  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  still  living,  namely:  Oliver,  and  Mrs.  Lucy 

Lewis,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Miiton  township. 
Wood  county;  Avery  O.,  of  this  review;  Isandra, 
wife  of  Clarence  Palmer,  of  Weston  township; 
Fannie,  wife  of  Dr.  Lathrop,  of  Deshler,  Ohio; 
Charley,  of  Weston  township;  Eulalia,  wife  of 
James  Hutchinson,  of  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county;  Fred,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead; 
and  Amasa,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Liberty 
township.  Zackeus  died  in  Weston  township, 
September  5,  1855,  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Weston  township,  and  in  early  life  re- 
ceived a practical  training  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm.  In  1883  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
eighty  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  which 
he  immediately  began  to  improve  and  cultivate, 
erecting  thereon  good  and  substantial  farm  build- 
ings, and  has  converted  his  place  into  one  of  the 
most  highly  developed  farms  of  the  community. 

In  Weston  township,  in  18S0,  Mr.  Chapman 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Clara  C.  Allvn,  a native 
of  Hopkinton,  Delaware  Co.,  Iowa,  a daughter 
of  Phineas  and  Celia  C.  ' Butler)  Allyn,  who  were 
born  and  reared  in  Connecticut.  The  father  had 
removed  to  Delaware  county,  in  1854,  but  he 
later  returned  east,  locating  near  Wellington, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  but  now  makes  his  home  in 
Michigan.  His  wife  died  in  Traverse  City,  that 
State,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1S70.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  five  children: 
Sherman,  Edward,  Ula,  Mabel  and  George.  In 
her  younger  days,  Mrs.  Chapman  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching,  being  for  four  years  em- 
ployed in  the  schools  of  Weston,  half  of  the  time 
having  charge  of  the  primary  department,  and. 
the  other  half,  of  the  intermediate  grade.  For 
four  months  she  also  taught  at  Pottertown,  hav- 
ing one  year  taught  through  the  entire  twelve 
months  without  interruption. 

Mr.  Chapman  lias  identified  himself  with  the 
interests  of  the  township,  especiallv  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  realizing  that  the  future  prosperitv 
of  the  county  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  rising 
generation,  and  it  must  be  fitted  for  the  respon- 
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sible  position  it  is  soon  to  occupy.  He  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  has  also 
been  supervisor  of  his  township.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  works  for  the  interests  of 
that  party,  firmly  believing  in  its  principles.. 

Charlie  E.  Baker,  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  was  born  on  the  farm  which  is 
still  his  home,  in  Section  35,  on  November  1, 
1867,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Lydia  (Zimmer- 
man) Baker.  The  birth  of  his  father  occurred  in 
April,  1840,  upon  the  same  farm,  where  the 
grandfather,  Jacob  Baker,  had  located  on  coming 
to  Ohio  from  Maryland  at  a very  early  day,  when 
the  land  was  in  almost  its  primitive  condition. 
He  was  the  second  owner,  and  our  subject  now 
has  in  his  possession  the  deed  for  eighty  acres  | 
that  is  dated  1S37,  and  signed  by  Andrew’  Jack- 
son. 

The  father  w’as  one  of  the  youngest  in  a fam- 
ily of  ten  children.  His  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  Sandusky  count}’,  where  his  wife  was  born  in 
1849,  the  daughter  of  Adam  Zimmerman.  He  ! 
then  located  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Section 
35,  Montgomery  township,  where  the  grand- 
father had  passed  his  remaining  days.  By  trade 
he  w'as  a carpenter,  which  occupation  he  follow'ed 
during  his  younger  years;  but,  after  his  marriage, 
he  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  home  farm,  and  later  devoted  his  entire  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  There  his  death 
occurred  on  April  7,  1881,  and  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Prairie  Depot  cemetery.  He  wras  a 
good  citizen,  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and 
served  as  school  director  in  his  district.  Pie  was 
a large  man,  being  six  feet  in  height.  In  the  1 
family  were  four  children  — Charlie  E. ; Emma, 
now  Mrs.  Clark  Graber,  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship;  Alta,  of  the  same  toumship;  and  Jessie. 
After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother  became 
the  wife  of  George  Gebhart,  by  whom  she  had 
one  son,  Clifford,  who  now  lives  in  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio.  She  departed  this  life  in  May, 
1888,  and  was  also  interred  in  the  Prairie  Depot 
cemetery. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Charlie  E. 
Baker  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  town- 
ship, his  first  teacher  being  Rose  Griffin,  who 
conducted  the  school  in  District  No.  7,  and  his 
life  was  passed  in  the  uneventful  manner  of  most 
farmer  lads.  He  worked  for  some  time  as  a farm 
hand  on  several  different  places,  but  in  1893 
began  buying  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  old  home  farm,  which  he  now  owns  with  the 
exception  of  a quarter  interest.  It  consists  of 


seventy-one  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  is  a 
steady-going,  prosperous  young  farmer,  and 

j with  continued  good  health  can  place  himself  in 
the  front  rank  among  the  substantial  farmers  and 
citizens  of  Montgomery  township.  Politically,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

j 

H.  W.  Kelsey,  one  of  Portage  township's 
prosperous  young  farmers,  is  a native  of  New 
York  State,  born  September  15,  i860,  in  La- 
Salle, Niagara  county.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Caroline  (Michael)  Kelsey,  had  four  children: 
John,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
Ida,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lindower,  of  Portage  township; 
Henry,  who  died  young,  and  II.  \Y. , our  subject. 
The  father  was  a sailor,  sailing  on  the  great 
lakes,  and,  as  he  was  a man  of  somewhat  limited 
means,  the  children  commenced  to  work  early  in 
life. 

When  H.  W.  Kelsey  was  about  eight  years 
old  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  and  he  received  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Fremont.  When  only  ten  years  of  age  he  com- 
menced to  work  and  support  himself,  doing  such 
labor  as  his  strength  permitted  until  he  reached 
manhood,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  various 
lines  of  employment.  He  sailed  on  the  lakes, 
worked  in  the  pine  woods  of  Michigan,  was  en- 
gaged on  the  railroad,  building  in  Dakota  and 
Minnesota,  and  for  some  time  was  employed  in  a 
freight  house  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , during  these 
years  seeing  much  of  the  country,  and  living  in 
several  different  States.  In  18S4  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  his  sister  Ida  was 
living,  and  took  up  his  home  in  Portage  township, 
where,  on  December  25,  1885,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Winnie  B.  Northrup,  who 
was  born  in  Plain  township,  Wood  county, 
daughter  of  William  Northrup,  a farmer.  Up  to 
this  time  Mr.  Kelsey  had  saved  but  $125,  and  he 
invested  that  amount  in  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  23,  Portage  township,  his  present  farm, 
removing  thereon  in  the  following  year,  alter  he 
had  moved  a house  there  from  Six  Poincs.  Farm- 
ing was  new  work  to  him,  as  he  had  only  spent 
one  season  at  it,  and  that,  in  a vineyard  on 
Catawba  Island.  However,  he  set  to  wrork  to 
do  the  best  he  could,  and  the  result  of  his  labors 
would  do  credit  to  many  an  older  man,  for  he 
has  placed  his  land  under  fine  cultivation,  and 
conducts  a profitable,  general-farming  business. 
He  is  much  esteemed  and  liked  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, and  his  thorough  honesty  and  untiring  in- 
dustry have  won  him  the  respect  of  all 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelsey  have  come  three 

I children:  Melvin  R.,  born  in. March,  1888,  killed 
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in  a runaway  August  3,  1896;  William  H.,  born 
in  July,  1891,  died  August  21,  1896;  and  John 
W.,  born  in  1S93.  Politically  Mr.  Kelsey  is  a 
lifelong  Democrat,  and  an  ardent  believer  in  the  i 
principles  of  his  party;  he  has  served  as  super- 
visor of  his  township.  Socially  he  is  a Mason, 
being  a member  of  the  lodge  at  Pe'mberville. 

Charles  S.  Woodford,  the  able  and  popu- 
lar postmaster  at  Haskins,  and  a leading  mer- 
chant of  that  town,  was  born  September  7,  1855, 
in  Riley  township,  Sandusky  Co..  Ohio. 

His  paternal  grandparents,  Sylvester  and 
Sarah  Woodford,  were  “down-east  Yankees”  { 
who  made  their  home  in  Riley  township  at  an 
early  day.  and  died  there  at  a good  old  age.  Zera 
Woodford,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  April  6,  1812,  and  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents  when  a boy.  His  first 
money  was  made  by  hiring  out  by  the  month  to 
“shoot  deer,”  then  plentiful  near  his  home.  He 
afterward  taught  school  for  eight  years,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  teacher  in  Sandusky 
count}’.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent, 
however,  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  died  at 
the  old  farm  June  26,  1872.  He  was  married 
December  25,  1839,  to  Miss  Sarah  Karshner,  a 
native  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  born  August  1,  1820. 
She  survives  him,  and  resides  with  our  subject, 
who  is  the  youngest  of  their  six  children.  Of  the  | 
others  the  names  with  dates  of  birth  and  death 
are  as  follows:  Lucy,  October  15,  1840,  died 

August  31,  1876,  was  the  wife  of  H.  H.  House; 
Louisa,  April  3,  1842,  died  November  6,  1867, 
married  H.  H.  Arlin;  Sarah,  November  16,  1843, 
died  April  12,  1870,  married  Daniel  Mackey; 
Rachel,  February  28,  1845,  died  August  11, 

1870;  and  Henry,  March  25,  1849,  died  August  1 
1 1 , 1 870. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm,  and  at-  i 
tended  the  district  school.  Later  he  studied  in 
the  Union  schools  at  Fremont,  and  attended  the 
Northwestern  Normal  at  Republic  and  at  Fos- 
toria.  He  taught  school  for  eight  years,  and  re- 
ceived the  highest  salary  which  had  been  paid  up 
to  that  time  in  his  native  township,  as  he  was  ! 
considered  the  best  disciplinarian  and  the  most 
competent  teacher  obtainable  in  that  locality. 
He  was  clerk  of  Riley  township  for  four  years,  . 
and  then  came  to  Wood  county,  and  engaged  in  1 
mercantile  business  at  Grand  Rapids,  where  he 
remained  five  years.  Selling  out  his  store,  he 
traveled  for  three  and  a half  years  as  salesman 
for  Leland  Smith  Co.,  of  Toledo,  and  then 
came  to  Haskins  and  established  his  present  store, 


of  which  he  has  made  a decided  success.  Since 
August  16,  1S92,  he  has  been  postmaster,  and 
fills  the  position  with  characteristic  ability  and 
tact. 

On  September  13,  1877,  Mr.  Woodford  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  Matthews,  of  Millbury,  who  was 
born  June  13,  1857,  in  Center  township,  Wood 
county.  They  have  five  children  whose  names 
with  dates  of  birth  are  here  given:  Stewart  L. . 

July  7,  1 8 7 S ; Estella  E.,  August  10,  1SS0;  Wil- 
bur W. , October  7,  1881;  Gordon  R.,  April  6, 
1884;  and  Ettie,  October  3,  1885.  Politically 
Mr.  Woodford  is  a Democrat,  and  holds  an  in- 
fluential place  in  the  local  management  of  the 
party.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  En- 
campment at  Bowling  Green. 

Samuel  J.  Derx,  a well-known  citizen  and  a 
wide-awake,  energetic  business  man  of  Prairie 
Depot,  is  a native  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  born 
in  Jackson  township,  July  ri,  184S,  son  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Susanna  (Hyter)  Dern.  The  father's 
birth  occurred  in  Frederick  count}7,  Md..  in  180S, 
and  he  was  one  of  a family  of  six  children  who 
grew  to  adult  age,  the  others  being  Susan,  Amy, 
Mary,  Isaac  and  William.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Dern,  followed  the  occupation  of 
an  agriculturist  in  Maryland,  where  his  death 
occurred. 

On  reaching  manhood,  Hezekiah  Dern  wed- 
ded Miss  Susanna  Hyter,  who  was  also  born  in 
Erederick  county,  Md.,  August  7,  1S14,  the 

daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Kuntz)  Hyter 
By  trade  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a carpen- 
ter, but  he  was  for  the  most  part  engaged  as  a 
huckster  in  Baltimore  until  1839,  when  he  brought 
his  family  in  a covered  wagon  to  Ohio,  passing 
through  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  where  the  eldest 
daughter,  Theodocia,  strayed  away,  but  was  found 
after  a short  search.  His  first  location  was  upon 
an  acre  of  ground  six  miles  north  of  Tiffin,  in 
Seneca  county,  where  the  family  made  their  tem- 
porary home  in  a log  school  house,  while  their 
hewed-log  dwelling  was  being  built,  and  they  aft- 
erward used  the  former  as  a barn.  There  the 
father  followed  carpentering,  but  he  later  re- 
moved to  a tract  of  forty  acres  in  Jackson  town-, 
ship,  in  the  same  county.  His  death  occurred 
January  14,  1854,  upon  another  forty-acre  farm 
there,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Dysinger  ceme- 
tery. The  mother  passed  away  at  Fostoria. 
Ohio,  in  August,  1882,  and  was  interred  by  the 
side  of  her  husband.  They  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  an  Old-line  Whig.  The 
family  circle  included  the  following  children 
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Theodocia  R.,  now  Mrs.  I.  W.  Nestlerode,  of 
p'ostoria,  Ohio;  Theodore  D. , who  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war 
(he  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  9,  1 S 79) ; 
Margaret  E. , wife  of  C.  H.  Fundom,  of  Loudon 
township,  Seneca  county;  William  C. , a farmer 
of  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county;  Wesley 
W.,  of  Keokuk  county,  Iowa;  Samuel  J.,  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Frances  A.,  now  Mrs. 
Christopher  Deal,  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  and  Mary 
I.,  wife  of  Almon  Baker,  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship. 

S.  J.  Dern  w'as  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  time,  which  were  much  inferior  to  those  of 
the  present  day,  and  the  improved  educational 
institutions  now'  find  in  him  a stanch  friend  and 
supporter.  Reared  as  a farmer  boy,  he  aided  in 
the  labors  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  after 
reaching  his  majority  began  to  accumulate  some 
property  for  himself.  He  bought  the  shares  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  home  farm  from  time  to 
time,  until  he  owned  three-quarters  of  the  place, 
and  continued  to  reside  there  until  his  removal 
to  Prairie  Depot,  November  1,  1876.  On  Au- 
gust 17,  1875,  Mr.  Hern  had  been  married  in 
that  village  to  Miss  Flora  A.  Bryant,  a daughter 
of  William  R.  and  Melissa  (Sherman)  Bryant, 
and  by  her  he  had  one  son,  Charles  W.,  born  July 
19,  1877.  From  Prairie  Depot  our  subject  re- 
moved to  a rented  farm  in  Plain  township,  Wood 
county,  where  his  wife  died  July  24,  1880,  and 
she  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Prairie  Depot. 
There  he  was  again  married,  September  12, 
1883,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Jessie  B. 
Gould,  a daughter  of  John  Gould,  a veteran  of 
the  Rebellion,  who  during  his  younger  days  was 
a sailor,  anil  is  now  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
Prairie  Depot.  Mrs.  Dern  was  born  August  13, 
i860,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren— Plazel,  born  January  3,  1886;  and  Edgar 
G.,  born  June  9,  1889. 

For  nine  years  after  his  return  to  Prairie 
Depot,  Mr.  Dern  was  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business,  being  a member  of  the  firm  of  Johnston 
N Dern  the  first  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  was 
sole  proprietor  for  the  following  three  years. 
Lewis  Newcomer  then  became  a member  of  the 
brm,  which  assumed  the  name  of  Dern  & Co., 
and  they  carried  on  business  very  successfully 
"util  July  8,  1890,  when  they  sold  out  to  the 
Puickeyc  Supply  Company.  For  a year  and  a 
half  Mr.  Dern  was  then  traveling  agent  for  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  Insurance  Company,  and 
has  sip.ee  been  engaged  in  the  oil  business.  He 
has  also  been  more  or  less  engaged  in  leasing 


land,  taking  options,  buying  and  selling  real 
estate,  etc.,  and  has  become  one  of  the  weil-to- 
do  citizens  of  the  place.  His  commodious  and 
pleasant  residence  in  Prairie  Depot  was  erected 
in  1883..  Mr.  Dern  is  a stanch  and  influential 
Republican,  always  attending  the  conventions  ot 
his  party  in  the  county,  and,  while  not  an  office 
seeker,  served  for  four  years  as  treasurer  of 
Montgomery  township,  during  which  time  his 
i books  were  spoken  of  by  the  trustees,  as  the  neat- 
est, best-kept  and  most  systematic  of  any  ever 
! kept  in  the  township.  He  has  also  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  of  Prairie  Depot.  He  is 
a charter  member  of  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499, 

K.  of  P. , of  that  place,  and  he  and  his  estimable 
j wife  are  connected  with  the  Disciples  Church,  in 

which  he  is  now  serving  as  deacon. 

E.  H.  Myers,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
j Myers  Brothers,  his  partner  being  J.  A.  Myers, 
established  business  in  Luckey  in  1883.  Their 
t first  store  was  located  on  their  present  site,  and 
j was  a building  22  x 35  feet,  where  they  carried  a 
| stock  of  general  merchandise;  but  a year  later 
they  added  to  it  a room  22  x 60  feet,  in  which 
they  placed  a stock  of  hardware  and  farming  im- 
plements. That  building,  however,  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  July,  1S93,  but  the  following 
fall  they  erected  their  present  two-story  brick 
block,  which  has  a 44-foot  frontage  and  is  60  feet 
deep.  There  they  have  a full  and  complete  line 
of  hardware  and  general  merchandise,  and  the 
| upper  story  is  used  for  a store  room.  Their  stock 
is  well  selected,  and  their  courteous,  kindly  treat- 
ment of  customers  has  gained  them  a liberal 
patronage. 

In  1852  the  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  he  is  a son  of  C.  H. 
and  Dora  fDeidmyer)  Myers,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, where  they  were  reared  and  married.  On 
j coming  to  the  New  World  they  first  located  in 
1 Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1852  removed  to  San- 
dusky county,  where  the  father  followed  agricult- 
| .ural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1857.  His  wife  later  married  Frank  Rolfes,  with 
j whom  she  came  to  Troy  township,  Wood  county, 
where  she  passed  away  in  1893.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  six  children: 
C.  PL,  who  resides  on  a farm  near  Elmore, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Schroder,  of  Pemberville,  Ohio;  Mrs 

L.  Rolfes,  of  Troy  township;  E.  IP,  of  this 
sketch;  J.  A.,  who  is  in  partnership  with  our 
subject;  and  W.  F. , who  also  makes  his  home 
in  Luckey. 

The  district  schools  afforded  our  subject  His 
educational  advantages,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
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-entered  a grocery  store  at  Elmore,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a time.  For  two  years  he  also 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  that  place, 
and  in  1 86 1 came  to  Wood  county.  At  Pember- 
ville,  he  was  first  employed  in  the  store  of  a Mr. 
Rosinger,' later  with  A.  Froney  & Schroder,  and 
then  worked  for  Mr.  Froney  until  coming  to 
Fuckey. 

In  Troy  township,  Mr.  Myers  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Anna  Rolf,  a daughter  of  John 
Rolf,  now  deceased,  and  their  wedding  was  cele- 
brated in  1873.  They  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  daughter — Bertha. 
They  are  members  of  the  Futheran  Church,  and 
hold  an  honorable  place  in  the  estimation  of 
their  fellow  citizens.  The  political  support  of 
Mr.  Myers  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
for  seven  years  he  efficiently  served  as  township 
clerk.  Both  in  business  circles  and  in  private 
life  he  is  honored  and  esteemed  for  his  upright 
character. 

John  W.  Smalley,  a substantial  self-made 
citizen  and  prominent  agriculturist  of  Bloom 
township,  resides  near  Jerry  City,  his  farm  being 
one  of  the  best  of  its  size  in  that  vicinity. 

He  is  a native  of  Fincolnshire,  England,  born 
Septembere,  1832.  His  father,  William  Smalley, 
a day  laborer,  married  Sarah  Freeman,  and  died 
in  June,  1839,  leaving  seven  children— four  sons 
and  three  daughters— whom  Mrs.  Smalley,  a 
woman  of  unusual  energy  and  good  judgment, 
supported  for  some  years  by  working  on  neigh- 
boring farms.  As  the  boys  grew  older  they  con- 
tributed a little  to  the  family  expenses,  our  sub- 
ject and  his  brother  James  going  to  service  in 
aristocratic  families,  while  another  brother, 
Robert,  worked  on  a farm.  Their  wages  were 
small,  never  more  than  $15  per  year.  In  the 
spring  of  1848,  Mrs.  Smalley's  father,  Richard 
Freeman,  sold  his  property,  consisting  of  three 
acres  of  land  and  two  tenement  houses,  and 
used  the  proceeds  to  bring  a party  of  his  relatives 
to  America.  Besides  himself  and  his  wife  Sarah, 
there  were  Mrs.  Smalley  and  her  seven  children 
(one  of  her  family  having  died; , and  another 
daughter,  Ann,  and  her  husband,  William  Win- 
ter. They  sailed  from  Fiverpool  in  April,  1848, 
in  the  “Colonist,’’  and  reached  their  destination 
in  Akron,  Ohio,  where  some  relatives  lived,  on 
July  3.  Mr.  Freeman  died  from  a sunstroke, 
shortly  after  reaching  New  York,  and  the  others 
joined  another  party  of  emigrants  going  to  Akron. 
Mrs.  Freeman  survived  her  husband  but  a short 
time,  dying  in  August  of  the  same  year. 

John  W.  Smalley  has  had  only  a few  weeks 


schooling  in  his  life,  as  he  was  kept  too  busily  at 
work  in  boyhood  to  take  advantage  of  the  good 
schools  of  his  native  place.  His  first  work  in  this 
country  was  binding  wheat  at  3 7 A cents  a day. 
Hater  he  worked  as  driver  on  the  Ohio  canal, 
going  as  far  south  as  Chillicothe,  and  on  the 
Sandy,  Beaver  and  Ohio  canal  through  Waynes- 
burg,  Minerva,  and  Hanover.  After  working 
some  two  years  at  from  $10.00  to  $17.00  per 
month,  he  determined  to  secure  a home  in  which 
his  mother  could  pass  her  declining  years.  In 
February,  1853,  he  walked  from  Spencer,  Me- 
dina county  (where  she  then  lived),  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  33,  Port- 
age township,  for  $430.00,  paying  $60.00  down. 
He  returned  on  foot,  and  in  April  of  that  year 
brought  his  mother,  two  brothers,  Robert  and 
Joseph,  and  two  sisters,  Elizabeth  and  Eliza, 
traveling  by  wagon.  They  built  a log  cabin 
1 ox  24,  which  had  neither  doors  nor  windows  until 
the  frosts  of  autumn  made  them  an  absolute 
necessity.  Mr.  Smalley  returned  to  his  work  on 
the  canal  for  three  seasons,  in  order  to  raise  money 
on  his  payments,  and  during  the  winters  he 
cleared  his  farm. 

On  July  4,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Snyder,  a native  of  Mahoning  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Snyder,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Bloom  township.  He  mowed  clover  all  the 
morning  of  his  wedding  day,  and  his  wife  helped 
him  to  make  hay  the  next  day.  With  this  begin- 
ning it  would  be  safe  to  predict  financial  success 
for  the  young  couple;  but  Mrs.  Smalley  did  not 
live  long  to  enjoy  their  growing  prosperity,  dying 
July  20,  1871.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage:  Andrew  J.,  a farmer  in  Bloom  town- 
ship; Huey,  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Spackey,  of  Six 
Points;  Jerusha  (deceased),  who  married  Elliot 
Simons,  of  North  Baltimore;  William  H.,  who 
farms  the  homestead;  and  Eliza  J.,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Smalley’s  second  wife  was  for- 
merly Mrs.  Susan  (Riggle)  Heckman,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  widow  of  Martin  Heckman, 
and  daughter  of  George  Riggle,  who  came  to 
Wyandot  county,  when  she  was  an  infant.  He 
was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  vicinity,  and  for 
twenty  years  was  a justice  of  the  peace.  One 
child  was  born  of  this  union;  Forinda  A.,  the 
wife  of  John  Riggle,  now  the  county  surveyor  of 
Hancock  county. 

In  1865  Mr.  Smalley  sold  his  first  farm  and 
bought  120  acres  in  Bloom  township.  But  little 
clearing  had  beendone,  and  the  land  was  swampy, 
causing  him  to  lose  several  crops  before  his  drain- 
age was  perfected.  He  sold  forty  acres,  and  by 
diligent  effort  has  brought  the  remainder  into 
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.rood  order,  paying  for  it  all,  and  securing  a com- 
petence for  the  future.  He  is  a typical  English- 
man, asking  only  for  what  he  thinks  belongs  to 
him  by  right,  and  is  ready  to  fight  for  that.  His 
vitality  is  remarkable.  He  has  had  a shoulder 
and  a leg  broken  at  different  times,  and  has  re- 
covered without  any  doctor  attending  him.  In 
his  business 'dealings  Mr.  Smalley  is  noted  for  his 
strict  sense  of  honor,  and  once,  when  he  had 
agreed  to  lease  a certain  oil  land  for  a bonus  of 
$500,  he  refused  an  offer  of  $1,500  for  the  same 
right,  although  the  agreement  was  a mere  verbal 
one,  which  could  not  have  been  enforced,  and  no 
money  had  been  paid  him.  Six  oil  wells  are  now 
in  operation  on  his  farm,  producing  a tankful  of 
oil  per  month.  He  is  the  only  one  of  his  family 
in  Wood  county,  but  the  others  have  done  well 
in  life,  those  who  had  educational  advantages 
following  professional  occupations.  His  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  he  him- 
self sympathizes  with  all  movements  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  community.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a Democrat  since  the  days  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  and  has  been  township  supervisor  and 
director  of  schools. 

Jacob  Stahl,  one  of  Wood  county’s  well- 
known  citizens,  is  among  the  prosperous  men  in 
Montgomery  township,  and  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  one  of  the  four  farmers  who  have  suc- 
cessfully operated  their  own  properties  in  search 
of  oil,  a notable  feat,  and  one  which  sufficiently 
demonstrates  the  possession  of  sound  business 
ability  and  unflinching  determination. 

He  was  born  June  28,  1S37,  near  the  present 
site  of  the  village  of  Bradner,  of  a line  of  ancestry 
in  which  he  may  well  take  pride,  some  member 
of  it  having  yielded  up  his  life  in  each  war  in 
which  our  country  has  been  engaged.  His  great- 
grandfather, Jacob  Stahl,  was  a lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  met  his 
death  in  the  service.  Jacob  Stahl  (2),  the  grand- 
father, was  killed  near  Fort  Meigs  during  the  war 
of  1812,  while  the  father,  Godfrey  Stahl,  lost  his 
life  in  the  Civil  war,  and  an  uncle,  John  Stahl, 
was  killed  in  the  Mexican  war.  Godfrey  Stahl 
was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Penn.,  October  15, 
1808,  and  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  four  children:  Mary,  the 

oldest,  married  Daniel  Edmonds,  and  died  at  Brad- 
ner  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  Sarah  married  David 
Mogle,  and  is  now  living  in  Indiana  at  over  eighty- 
five  years  of  age;  and  John,  as  has  been  stated, 
completed  the  remarkable  record  of  this  family, 
and  gave  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country  in 
the  war  with  Mexico. 


Our  subject’s  father  was  married  at  his  earlv 
home  to  Eosannah  Weigle,  also  a native  of 
Somerset  county,  born  of  German  parents.  In 
1835  he  came  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of 
1837  settling  in  Section  12,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  and,  being  unable  to  buy,  he 
rented  a home,  taking  leases  and  clearing  up 
land.  He  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of 
the  M.  P.  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat previous  to  the  Civil  war,  but  he  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S61  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  72nd  O.  V.  I.  He  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  was  taken  sick,  and  died  in 
April,  1862,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  His  widow  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  at  the  old 
home,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Bradner.  They  had  seven  children:  Catherine, 

wife  of  A.  A.  Jellison,  of  Wilson,  Kans. ; John, 
who  died  in  1866  in  Montgomery  township: 
facob,  our  subject;  Elizabeth  J.,  the  widow  of 
Henry  Pope,  of  Risingsun;  Rebecca,  the  widow  of 
Morris  Hill,  of  Bradner;  Roena,  who  married 
William  Brown,  and  died  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship; and  Daniel,  a resident  of  Bradner. 

Mr.  Stahl  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  day,  and  remained  at  home  until  his  enlist- 
ment, September  10,  1S61,  in  Company  D,  3rd 
Ohio  Cavalry.  He  was  wounded  in  his  first  regu- 
lar battle,  at  Stone  River,  and  after  three  months 
in  hospital  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity, on  April  2,  1S63.  He  came  home;  but  in 
February,  1864,  when  his  regiment  veteranized 
and  reorganized,  at  Nashville,  he  rejoined  his 
old  company,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  the  interval  spent  at  home  he 
bought  his  first  piece  of  land,  eighty  acres  in 
Richfield  township,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio,  but  he 
never  lived  there.  On  March  6,  1864,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  S.  Caroline  Lamb,  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  Yt.,  born  February  10,  1841,  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Sarah  R.  (Durkee)  Lamb, 
who  came  to  Wood  county  about  1852,  and  are 
now  living  in  Montgomery  township.  Mrs.  Stahl 
taught  school  in  Wood  and  Sandusky  counties 
previous  to  her  marriage.  One  child  was  born 
of  this  union — Pearl  A.  M.,  who  is  at  home. 

In  the  fall  of  [865  Mr.  Stahl  purchased  forty 
acres  of  partially  cleared  land,  with  log  build- 
ings, in  Section  24,  Montgomery  township,  in- 
curring a debt  of  $500.  Since  that  time  he  has 
bought  and  sold  extensively,  and  at  present  he 
owns  200  acres  in  this  county,  and  some  in  Min- 
nesota. His  oil  interests  are  very  valuable,  and 
he  is  the  founder  of  the  Pearl  Oil  Co.  His  in- 
fluence is  felt  in  various  lines  of  effort,  and  Ins 
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advice  and  opinion  are  often  sought  upon  impor-  1 
tant  questions.  He  has  served  two  terms  as 
township  trustee,  and  in  1887  was  elected  to  the  ! 
office  of. county  commissioner,  which  he  held  for  : 
six  years.  He  belongs  to  Randall  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Prairie  Depot,  of  which  he  was  a charter  mem- 
ber, and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  having  been  an  elder  therein  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  Mr.  Stahl's  competence  was  not 
acquired  by  self-denial;  he  lives  well,  and  his  j 
Pennsylvania-German  descent  is  shown  in  his  j 
unbounded  hospitality,  for  no  man  ever  turned 
away  from  his  home  hungry.  Kind-hearted  | 
and  generous,  he  has  many  friends,  and  his  i 
help  is  gi-ven  readily  to  any  worthy  public  move- 
ment. His  home  is  a most  pleasant  one.  His  1 
reading  shows  an  intellectual  activity  far  beyond 
that  of  the  average  man,  and  he  keeps  well 
abreast  of  the  advancing  tide  of  thought.  He  : 
has  a good  memory,  and,  considering  his  years 
and  his  abundant  labors,  both  in  war  and  in 
peace,  he  is  remarkably  well  preserved. 

■' 

Louis  Myers,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Center  township,  was  born  May  14,  1845,  in 
Baden,  Germany.  His  father,  Fredline  Myers,  ; 
was  a native  of  the  same  province,  born  De-  j 
cember  20,  1799.  He  married  Mary  Gross, 
and  had  five  children:  Rosa,  deceased;  Caroline, 
the  wife  of  John  Nagel:  Clara,  deceased,  former- 
ly the  wife  of  Leonard  Smith ; Lewis,  our  subject, 
and  Wilhelmina,  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
Germany,  and  was  trained  in  early  life  to  his 
chosen  occupation  upon  his  father's  farm.  He 
served  in  the  German  army  two  years,  taking  part 
in  the  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria  in  1866, 
and  in  the  Franco-Prussian  war  of  1870-71.  He  1 
was  married  in  1S68  to  Theresia  Schauble,  who 
was  born  July  14,  1847.  They  had  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  the  three  eldest  were  born  in 
Germany,  and  are  now  farmers  in  Center  town-  j 
ship.  The  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  July  9,  1869;  Frederick,  March  10, 
1871;  Louis,  December  14,  1872;  Martin,  No- 
vember 11,  1875;  Mary,  March  18,  1877;  Rosa, 
January  24,  1879;  Julius,  April  it.  1SS1;  Will- 
iam F. , February  12,  1883;  George  L..  January 
5,  1885;  Clara,  November  16,  1S88;  August  M., 
September  26,  1891,  and  two  who  died  in  in-  ; 
fancy. 

In  1873  Mr.  Myers  came  to  this  country  and  : 
located  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.  His  mother  had  died  in 
1847,  and  his  father  accompanied  him  to  his  new 
home,  and  died  there  in  1879.  In  1882  Mr. 
Myers  moved  to  Hancock  county,  where  he  re-  j 


mained  until  1885,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county  and  rented  a farm  of  160  acres  in  Center 
township,  which  he  still  operates.  He  has  also 
bought  eighty  acres  near  by,  the  greater  part  be- 
ing improved.  With  the  help  of  his  sons,  he  has 
brought  the  entire  tract  under  cultivation,  making- 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township.  He  is 
enterprising  and  progressive,  and  stands  high  in 
the  regard  of  the  community.  He  has  at  times 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  has  been 
school  director  and  township  supervisor.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
leading  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
at  Bowling  Green. 

Ebexezer  Donaldson,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent residents  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  known 
throughout  the  community  as  “Squire  Donald- 
son,” is  a descendant  of  a family  which  became 
distinguished  for  valor  and  ability  in  Colonial 
times,  and  has  always  held  an  honored  place  in 
the  history  of  this  country. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  this  countr}  was 
Jacob  Donaldson,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1730.  He  settled  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  but  was  killed,  in  1756,  by  the  In- 
dians, in  the  French-Indian  war,  while  he  was 
striving,  as  a settler  on  the  frontier  of  his  day,  to 
extend  the  limits  of  civilization.  He  had  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  Isaac,  and  Ebenezer. 
the  former  of  whom  married  Martha  Reynolds, 
and  a few  years  later  removed  with  his  growing 
family  to  Indiana  county,  Penn.,  taking  up  a 
tract  of  government  land,  and  entering  vigorous- 
ly upon  its  improvement.  While  living  there, 
in  1780,  Isaac,  in  company  with  a Mr.  Barnhill, 
was  returning  from  a visit  to  a neighbor,  when 
they  were  pursued  by  Indians,  and  Mr.  Barnhill 
was  captured.  Mr.  Donaldson  outran  the  In- 
dians, but  was  shot  by  one  of  the  savages  lying 
under  the  fence  not  far  from  the  house,  and 
scalped  and  tomahawked. 

Ebenezer  R.  Donaldson,  son  of  Isaac  Donald- 
son, grandfather  of  our  subject,  moved  from 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born,  to  Harrison 
county.  Ohio,  in  1S10,  and  later  to  Perry  county 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
married  Rebecca  Hillis,  and  had  children  as  fol- 
lows : Matthew,  James,  Elizabeth.  Rebecca. 

John,  Sarah,  and  Mary.  James  Donaldson,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  May  5,  1803,  and  was  married  in  Perry 
county,  in  182.),  to  Miss  Anna  Pugh,  a native  of 
Wood  county,  Yu.,  born  June  11.  1804.  He 
settled  first  in  Perry  county,  but  later  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Weston  township,  Wood 
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county,  where  he  became  a leading  farmer.  In 
politics  he  was  in  early  life  a Democrat,  but 
afterward  adopted  the  faith  of  the  Whigs,  and, 
on  the  struggle  over  the  slavery  question,  he  be- 
came a Republican.  He  and  his  wife  were  prom- 
inent Methodists  of  their  locality.  She  departed 
this  life  February  1 8 , I S 8 1 , her  husband  follow- 
ing her  to  the  grave  March  27,  18S6.  They  had 
four  children:  Alexander  P. , born  September 

17,  1825,  was  a private  in  the  famous  49th  O. 
V.  I.,  and  was  killed  May  27,  1864,  in  the  battle 
of -Pickett’s  Mills;  Ebenezer,  our  subject;  David, 
born  in  1829,  is  a civil  engineer  and  surveyor, 
well-known  in  Wood  county,  and  now  resides  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas;  Colin,  the  youngest  child, 
died  in  infancy. 

Ebenezer  Donaldson,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  first  saw  the  light  in  Perry  county, 
September  8,  1826,  but  his  parents  came  to 
Wood  county  during  his  boyhood,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  obtained  here,  his  first  school  being  in 
an  old  log  cabin  on  Beaver  creek  owned  by  Alex- 
ander Pugh.  Reared  upon  a farm,  he  followed 
agriculture  in  early  manhood.  He  was  married 
in  1849  to  his  first  wife,  Miss  Anna  C.  Dubbs,  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  born  November  1,  1S24, 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Weston  township,  re- 
moving in  1854  to  Washington  township,  where 
he  remained  until  1873  when  he  came  to  Grand 
Rapids.  Six  children  were  born  of  his  first  mar- 
riage. (1)  Mary  E.,born  in  1852,  married  W.  A. 
Watson,  and  has  had  nine  children — Alexander, 
Lowell,  Myrtle,  Donald,  Richard,  Stanley, 
Florence.  Arthur  and  Margaret.  (2)  Stella,  born 
in  1854,  married  Paul  \,T.  Palmer,  of  Adams 
township,  Lucas  county,  and  has  three  children 
— Carleton,  Florence  and  Raymond.  ( 3;  Florence, 
twin  sister  of  Steila,  born  in  1854,  married  V. 
H.  Richards,  of  Wood  county.  (4)  Olive,  born 
June  5,  t 860,  is  a teacher  in  the  Sisters’  Select 
School  at  Toledo.  (5)  Carrie,  born  October  20, 
1863,  married  W.  W.  Edwards,  a banker,  of 
Leipsic,  Ohio,  and  has  two  children — Ruth  and 
Katharine.  (6)  Alexander,  born  December  30, 
1865,  now  a resident  of  Henry  county,  married, 
and  has  two  children — Annie  and  Ebenezer  John 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  February  24, 
1887,  and  our  subject  in  1888  married  the  widow 
of  Col.  S.  H.  Steedman. 

For  a few  years  after  coming  to  Grand  Rapids 
“Squire  Donaldson  ” was  engaged  in  farming 
exclusively;  but,  in  1881,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  the  ('lace,  in  which  incumbency  he 
served  some  four  years.  He  is  a man  whose 
sterling  qualities  command  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  acquaintances;  lie  has  been  a justice 


of  the  peace  at  intervals  for  many  years,  his  first 
election  to  the  office  being  in  1876.  Since  1892 
he  has  held  the  office  without  interruption.  He 
is  one  of  the  honored  ex-soldiers  of  the  Union, 
having  enlisted  in  1861,  and  serving  three  years 
in  Company  Id,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  as  a sergeant 
attached  to  the  arm}'  of  the  West.  His  chief 
battles  were  the  engagements  at  Jonesboro,  and 
on  the  Chattahoochee  River.  He  is  a member  of 
Bond  Post  No.  24,  G.  A.  R.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  in  early  years  he  was  a Whig, 
and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  Zachary  Taylor. 
For  nearly  half  a century  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  he  has  often  shown  his 
sympathy  with  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
by  his  advocacy  of  progressive  measures. 

Henry  R.  Longacre,  a prosperous  agricult- 
urist of  Portage  township,  is  a native  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  born  December  12,  1836.  in  Skip- 
back  township,  Montgomery  county,  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Reed)  Longacre. 

John  Longacre  was  born  February  2,  1815, 
and  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Catherine 
Reed,  who  was  born  May  23,  1S11.  When  a 
boy  he  learned  the  miller’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed, for  the  most  part,  during  his  earlier  years, 
and,  in  about  1S37,  he  came  to  Columbiana  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he  operated  a mill  for  some 
years.  Later  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Alli- 
ance, Stark  county,  where  he  ran  a mill  for  John 
Miller,  and,  when  our  subject  was  about  twelve 
years  old,  the  family  came  to  Wood  county,  set- 
tling on  a farm  in  Bloom  township.  The  father 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  here,  of  which  six 
acres  were  cleared,  and  a log  stable  and  log  dwell- 
ing house  were  the  only  improvements.  Mr. 
Longacre’s  capital  was  limited,  and  by  the  time 
he  had  paid  for  his  land,  and  bought  a yoke  of 
oxen,  his  funds  were  exhausted.  Fie  lived  on  this 
place  the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  becoming 
a prosperous  man,  and  during  his  later  years, 
lived  retired  in  West  Millgrove,  where  he  died 
March  26,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years; 
his  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  dying  in 
Bloom  township,  August  26,  1880,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Henry  R.  ; Mary  A.,  who 

died  young;  William,  who  became  a member  of 
the  57th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  hospital  at  Pitts- 
burg Landing;  Sarah  ]..  of  West  Millgrove; 
Abraham,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  John  who  died 
December  30.  iS;o,  in  infancy 

While  living  in  eastern  Ohio,  our  subject  had 
the  advantages  of  pretty  fair  schools;  but  he  at- 
tended little  after  the  family  removed  to  Wood 
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county.  He  had  a thorough  training  to  agricult-  \ 
lire  on  the  pioneer  farm;  but  he  also  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade  to  some  extent,  having 
picked  up  a knowledge  of  that  business  himself, 
for  he  was  a natural  mechanic.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  rented  a farm  in'  Montgomery 
township,  and  being  the  possessor  of  a team  and 
a few  farming  implements,  he  farmed  here  for 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchasing 
and  removing  to  a farm  in  Section  36,  Portage 
township,  which  then  comprised  twenty-five 
acres.  He  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt  for  this, 
and  they  began  life  here  in  an  old  log  house. 
Only  a few  acres  of  this  land  were  cleared,  and 
he  had  a difficult  task  before  him;  )-et  he  not  only 
succeeded  in  clearing  this  tract,  but  also  added  to 
it,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty  acres  of 
good  land.  He  has  a good  residence,  barn  and 
outbuildings,  and  has  done  most  of  the  carpenter 
work  about  the  place  himself,  saving  many  a dol- 
lar in  this  way.  By  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, he  has  acquired  a comfortable  property,  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

On  March  iS,  1866,  Mr.  Longacre  was  mar- 
ried, in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Fannie  Zieg- 
ler, who  was  born  May  29,  1836,  in  Venango 
county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine 
(Murray)  Ziegler.  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  when  Mrs.  Longacre  was  eight  years  old  the 
family  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Ashland  county, 
where  he  rented  a farm,  having  met  with  reverses 
in  Pennsylvania  which  placed  him  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances. On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  they  came  to  Wood  county,  and  they  both 
died  in  Portage  township,  the  mother  surviving 
the  father  eleven  years,  and  passing  her  last  years 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Longacre.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  have  come  children  as  follows; 
Eliza,  Mrs.  Calvin  Myers,  of  Perry  township; 
Mary,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Adams,  of  Portage  township; 
Perry  H.,  at  home;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Ella,  at  home,  and  George  I.,  at 
home.  Mrs.  Longacre  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Longacre  is,  like 
his  father,  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  school 
director  and  supervisor  of  his  township;  but  he 
gives  little  time  to  public  matters,  attending 
strictly  to  his  agricultural  affairs. 

Frederick  Bower.  Like  many  of  Wood 
county’s  best  citizens,  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy is  of  German  birth,  and  his  successful 
career  has  given  proof  that  he  possesses  in 
abundant  measure  the  intelligence,  public-spirit 
and  admirable  business  qualifications  which  dis- 
tinguish his  race.  A leading  resident  of  Rising- 


sun,  Montgomery  township,  he  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  his  influence  is  a helpful 
factor  in  every  advance  movement  in  his  locality. 

The  family  home  for  many  generations  has 
been  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  John  P. 
Bower,  the  father,  was  a native  of  that  Duchy, 
born  October  14,  1790;  was  a man  of  limited 
means,  supporting  his  family  by  his  daily  wages 
at  the  stone-mason  trade.  Three  years  of  his 
early  manhood  were  spent  in  military  service. 
He  accompanied  the  army  of  Napoloen  in  Russia, 
as  a cavalryman,  going  as  far  as  Moscow,  and 
suffering  untold  hardships  from  the  intense  cold, 
one  side  of  his  face  being  frozen  badly.  Later 
he  served  in  the  German  army  when  it  was  a foe 
instead  of  an  ally  of  Napoleon.  He  often  told  to 
his  son  stories  of  the  retreat  from  Russia,  and  the 
agonies  endured  by  the  heroes  of  that  disastrous 
campaign. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
married  Miss  Regina  Stondinger,  who  was  born 
September  25.  1796,  and  afterward,  in  1847, 
they  emigrated  to  America,  bringing  with  them 
such  goods  and  chattels  as  might  be  needed  in 
this  country.  They  sailed  from  Antwerp  on  the 
“Globe  Richmond,"  and  after  fifty-two  days  ar- 
rived in  New  York,  having  only  a five-franc  piece 
left  when  the}T  landed;  but  kind  friends  helped 
them  to  reach  their  destination  in  York  county. 
Penn.,  where  they  made  their  home  for  more 
than  ten  years.  The  father  followed  his  trade 
most  of  the  time,  and  as  he  was  very  industrious, 
scrupulously  honest  and  a thoroughly  skilled  me- 
chanic, he  succeeded  in  gaining  a foothold,  and 
soon  bought  twenty  acres  of  timber  land. 

Frederick  Bower,  son  of  the  above,  was  born 
October  13,  1833,  and  as  he  was  about  fourteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  he  had  al- 
ready received  good  educational  advantages  in  his 
native  land.  He  continued  his  studies  in  the 
schools  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  making  such 
rapid  progress  that  at  an  early  age  he  was  com- 
petent to  teach.  This  profession  he  followed  for 
several  years,  $20  a month,  without  board,  being 
considered  good  wages  at  that  day.  He  used  to 
walk  three  miles  each  day  to  reach  his  school. 
His  mental  abilities  would  have  won  him  a high 
place  in  any  profession  had  he  gone  on  with  his 
education,  but  circumstances  were  not  favorable, 
and  the  comfort  of  his  parents  was  his  chief  care. 
He  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some 
years,  although  he  had  never  served  an  appren- 
ticeship, his  natural  mechanical  ability  enabling 
him  to  adapt  himself  to  it  readily.  Of  the  twelve 
children  of  his  parents,  he  was  the  only  one  to 
live  to  adult  age,  and  he  became  their  mainstay 


. 


■ 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


845 


On  April  18,  1856,  Mr.  Bower  was  married 
in  York  county,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Stump, 
who  was  born  May  27,  1837,  in  Baltimore 
county,  Md.,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Stump,  who 
later  removed  to  Wood  county,  and  died  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  After  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject continued  to  reside  with  his  parents,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1858  the  entire  family  came  to  this 
county,  the  journey  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  being 
made  by  rail.  From  that  point  they  made  their 
way  over  rough  wagon  roads  to  Montgomery 
township,  where  they  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  27;  it  was  in  a primitive  condition, 
and  their  cabin  of  hewed  logs  was  of  the  true 
pioneer  sort.  The  father  did  not  live  long  to  en- 
joy the  comforts  which  they  began  to  gain  by 
their  united  efforts.  He  was  a man  of  medium 
height  and  build,  and  was  active  until  a short 
time  before  his  death.  He  possessed  more  than 
average  mental  ability,  and  was  so  upright  in  his 
dealings  that  no  one  ever  suspected  him  of  doing 
a wrong.  His  wife  was  a small  woman,  but  a 
very  industrious  one,  and  her  efforts  were  a great 
help  to  him.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  held  the  esteem  of  every 
one  who  knew  them.  On  November  10,  1S60, 
the  father  breathed  his  last,  and  his  faithful  help- 
meet followed  him  September  14,  1865.  the  mor- 
tal remains  of  both  being  consigned  to  the  grave 
in  the  cemetery  near  Bradner. 

The  task  of  beginning  life  in  the  wild  woods, 
as  Mr.  Bower  did,  is  one  of  which  his  posterity 
will  never  have  a practical  idea.  The  finances 
of  the  family  were  low  at  the  time,  and  in  order 
to  secure  food  they  made  haste  to  plant  crops, 
but  the  first  year  brought  poor  returns  for  their 
labor.  The  second  year  promised  better,  and  in 
June  they  had  a fine  field  of  wheat  just  begin- 
ning to  ripen,  when  the  great  hail-storm,  which 
marked  that  month,  laid  the  entire  crop  low,  to- 
gether with  all  their  vegetables.  This  storm 
wrought  destruction  throughout  the  county,  but 
it  did  not  represent  to  many  the  suffering  which 
it  caused  the  Bower  family  under  the  circum- 
stances. Any  human  being  would  have  been 
discouraged,  and  they  certainly  were;  but  they 
bravely  went  to  work  to  make  the  best  of  it 
Our  subject  followed  farming  exclusively  until 
1872,  when  he  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  ever  since, 
sometimes  in  partnership,  and  again  on  his  own 
account.  For  several  years  past  he  has  been 
the  sole  proprietor  of  his  business,  an  1 in  1895 
he  erected  his  present  substantial  sawmill,  which 
employs  from  ten  to  fifteen  men.  In  his  career 
as  a lumber  dealer  he  has  dispensed  thousands 


and  thousands  of  dollars  for  labor  and  timber, 

; and  he  is  familiar  with  every  detail  of  the  milling 
and  planing  business,  whether  it  is  buying  large 
tracts  of  standing  timber  or  the  actual  toil  of  the 
mills.  As  a business  man  he  is  noted  for  shrewd- 
ness and  foresight — in  fact,  some  less  discerning 
persons  have  predicted  failure  for  his  ventures  at 
times,  but  they  always  turn  out  satisfactorily. 
He  also  has  valuable  oil  interests,  and  operates 
portions  of  his  own  land. 

His  home  is  a pleasant  one,  the  farm  of  sixty 
acres  being  a part  of  the  land  which  he  helped  to 
redeem  from  the  wilderness,  and  every  improve- 
ment represents  the  labor  or  oversight  of  some 
member  of  the  family.  Of  fourteen  children, 
all  are  living  except  one,  and  a brief  record  of 
them  is  as  follows:  (1)  John  P. , a sawmill 

i owner,  of  Portage  township,  is  married,  and  has 
one  child;  (2)  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  John  Har- 
mon, of  Prairie  Depot,  has  one  son;  (3)  William 
lives  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  has  been  tor  several 
vears  employed  as  a lineman  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  & 
St.  L.  Ry.  Co.;  (4)  Adam  F. , a sawmill  owner, 
of  Portage  township,  is  married,  and  has  two 
sons  and  two  daughters;  (5)  Eliza  (Mrs.  Harry 
Blackman,  of  Perry  township),  has  two  sons  and 
S one  daughter;  (6)  Lavina  is  at  home;  (7)  Martin 
L.  died  in  infancy;  (8)  Albert  J.,  and  (9)  Daniel 
W.  are  partners  in  the  sawmill  business,  in  Perry 
township;  and  the  others — (10)  Charles  H..  (1 1) 
May,  (12)  Frank,  (13)  George,  and  (14)  Angie, 
are  all  at  home.  This  forms  a family  of  which 
any  parent  might  well  feel  proud.  The  sons 
have  made  good  use  of  the  assistance  given  by 
their  father  toward  their  start  in  life,  and  are 
steady-going  and  prosperous,  while  the  daughters 
are  accomplished  and  womanly,  the  older  ones 
being  established  in  good  homes. 

Mr.  Bower  is  intelligent  and  fond  of  reading, 
and  is  well-informed  upon  subjects  which  an  or- 
dinary mind  would  take  no  interest  in.  His 
memory  is  excellent,  and  the  observations  of  his 
long  life  make  his  conversation  both  entertaining 
and  instructive.  In  his  locality  his  influence  is 
widely  recognized,  and  he  has  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him  at  all,  and  the  friendship  of  those 
who  know  him  well.  He  is  strictly  temperate  in 
his  habits,  having  never  used  liquor  or  tobacco  in 
any  form.  A Democrat  on  national  issues,  he  is 
willing  to  support  a good  and  competent  candi- 
date in  local  politics  without  regard  to  party 
lines,  and  no  one  stands  higher  in  the  confidence 
of  the  independent  voting  public  than  he.  W hile 
living  in  a Republican  stronghold,  he  has  been 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  by  a plurality  of  one 
hundred  on  the  other  side,  and  defeating  one  ot 
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the  best  men  in  the  township.  He  has  also 
served  creditably  as  township  trustee,  and  was 
school  director  in  District  No.  5 for  years.  Of 
the  Lutheran  Church  he  is  a leading  adherent, 
and  was  a charter  member  of  Onward  Lodge  No. 
329,  K.  of  P.  at  Risingsun,  in  which  he  has  held 
various  offices,  and  has  also  been  chosen  as  rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Six  of  his  sons, 
now  of  age,  are  members  of  the  same  Order. 

W.  Swartz.  As  a representative  of  the  in- 
telligent and  hardy  pioneers  who  opened  up  Perry 
township  for  settlement,  and  have  since  taken  a 
conspicuous  part  in  developing  that  region,  we 
are  pleased  to  place  in  this  volume  a brief  sketch 
of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands 
at  the  beginning  of  this  notice.  The  place  of 
his  nativity  is  Rockingham  county,  Va. , and  the 
date  of  his  birth  is  January  29,  1826.  When  but 
a child  he  removed  to  Hampshire  county,  W. 
Va.,  with  his  parents,  Christopher  and  Mary 
(Burger)  Swartz.  There  the  father  bought  land, 
but,  unfortunately  the  title  was  defective,  and  he 
lost  everything.  By  trade  he  was  a carpenter, 
and,  in  1S53,  he  removed  to  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  rented  land  until  coming  to  Mil- 
ton  township,  Wood  county.  In  that  township 
he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  with  their  sons 
— Levi,  Isaac  and  Jacob — until  they  were  called 
from  this  life,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six,  and  the  mother  when  seventy-five  years  old. 
In  the  family  were  the  following  children:  Eliz- 

abeth, who  first  wedded  Wilson  Messick,  but 
is  now  the  widow  of  Jacob  Oates,  of  Hampshire 
county,  W.  Va. ; Mary  A.,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Park,  and  died  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio;  Jesse,  the  first  son  of  the  family  to  come 
to  this  State,  who  died  in  Highland  county  sev- 
eral years  ago;  John,  of  Hampshire  county,  W. 
Va. ; Esther,  who  wedded  John  Rodeffer,  and 
died  in  Hampshire  county;  our  subject,  who  is 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Samuel,  of  Hampshire 
county;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Josiah  Hall,  of  Perry 
township,  Wood  county;  Frances,  wife  of  Hiram 
Hunter,  of  Plain  township.  Wood  county;  Bar- 
bara, wife  of  Hunter  Robinson,  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio;  Isaac  W. , of  Milton  township; 
Jacob,  a farmer  of  the  same  township;  and  Caro- 
line, who  married  Hiram  Hunter,  and  died  in 
Milton  township. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Swartz  was  passed 
amidst  the  surroundings  of  slavery.  As  his 
parents  were  in  limited  circumstances,  he  was 
able  to  attend  school  only  about  six  months  al- 
together, and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he 
was  hired  out  by  his  father,  and  his  work  was 


often  very  arduous.  In  1851  he  concluded  to 
come  to  Ohio,  making  the  journey  by  convey- 
ance, in  company  with  his  brother-in-law  and 
sister  Sarah,  who  had  been  on  a visit  to  their  old 
home  in  West  Virginia,  which  was  about  forty 
miles  from  Cumberland,  Md.  By  stage  they 
proceeded  to  West  Newton,  Penn.,  thence  down 
the  river  to  Pittsburg,  where  they  boarded  a 
train  for  Mansfield,  Ohio,  thence  going  by  rail  to 
j Shelby,  from  which  place  they  were  driven  to 
1 their  destination.  On  his  arrival  our  subject  had 
■ about  $10,  and  with  that  amount  began  life,  in 
; Crawford  county,  where  he  found  work  during 
; the  winter  in  the  lumber  woods,  making  his 
home  with  Mr.  Parks.  He  then  worked  at  what- 
ever he  could  find  to  do,  often  making  shingles 
by  hand,  for  which  he  received  twenty-two  cents 
per  hundred. 

On  September  28,  1854,  in  Lykens  township, 
Crawford  county,  Mr.  Swartz  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Hall,  who  was  born 
in  Walnut  township,  I'airfield  Co.,  Ohio,  March 
14,  1S27,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Mills) 
Hall,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  who  had  come 
with  their  parents  to  Ohio,  when  small,  being 
reared  in  Fairfield  county,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. Their  last  days  were  passed  in  Lykens 
township,  Crawford  county.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  five  children,  namely: 
Silas,  a farmer  of  Milton  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty; Rosella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years; 
Isaac  W. , of  Bloom  township;  Samuel,  who 
operates  the  home  farm  in  Perry  township;  and 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 

It  was  in  March,  1 S 3 5 , that  Mr.  Swartz  re- 
moved to  Perry  township,  Wood  county,  and 
there  he  rented  land  until  1859,  when  he  bought 
| eighty  acres,  which  he  later  sold,  buying  another 
tract.  This  he  afterward  traded  for  his  original 
farm  in  Section  19,  where  he  had  located  on 
coming  to  this  county  in  1853,  at  which  time  the 
land  was  almost  entirely  covered  with  water,  and 
once  while  chopping  a tree  trunk  into  the  de- 
sired lengths  after  he  had  felled  it,  the  portions 
| would  float  away.  The  season  of  1SC5  was  ex- 
| ceeclingly  wet,  and,  becoming  discouraged,  he 
would  have  left  the  county  had  he  been  able 
to  get  away.  His  farm  is  now  a fertile,  pro- 
ductive tract,  made  so  by  draining  and  tiling, 
and  the  rich  fields  yield  bountiful  harvests.  Since 
the  20th  of  November,  1894,  he  has  made  his 
: home  in  Bloomdale,  enjoying  a well-earned  rest 
Besides  his  excellent  farm  of  130  acres,  he  has 
two  lots  and  ‘a  comfortable  residence  in  that 
place.  Although  starting  out  empty-handed,  he 
has  secured  a comfortable  competence,  the  re- 
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suit  of  his  own  indefatigable  energy  and  perse- 
verance. Mr.  Swartz  was  a Democrat  until  the  j 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  since  which 
time  he  has  fought  under  its  banner,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party,  while 
in.  religious  belief  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

John  S.  Barnd,  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad 
telegraph  operator  and  station  agent  at  Hoyt- 
ville,  Ohio,  was  born  January  24.  1874,  in  Han- 
cock county,  this  State,  and  is  a son  of  Hiram  and 
Melissa  (Barnd)  Trout.  His  father  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  and  he  was  then  adopted  by  George 
M.  and  Mary  Ann  (Myers)  Barnd,  the  former  be- 
ing his  maternal  uncle,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  known  by  the  name  of  Barnd.  His  mother 
is  still  living,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Rob- 
erts, a farmer  residing  near  North  Baltimore.  The 
children  of  her  first  marriage  are  Flora,  wife  of 
George  Connell,  of  North  Baltimore;  John  S., 
and  William  H.,  who  is  living  with  his  mother. 

When  our  subject  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  J 
that  gentleman  was  residing  in  Van  Buren,  Ohio,  ! 
where  John  attended  school  until  eleven  years  of 
age,  when  the  family  removed  to  Marseilles,  Wy- 
andot Co.,  Ohio.  He  there  continued  his  studies 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  afterward  pursued 
his  lessons  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Shefier,  | 
in  Risingsun,  Wood  county,  where  his  adopted  | 
parents  located  in  1SS9.  A year  later  the  family 
retfioved  to  Bloomdale,  this  county,  and  he  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  high  school  under 
Prof.  John  Todd.  He  next  learned  telegraphy  at 
the  Bloomdale  station  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
railroad,  and  on  the  expiration  of  eight  months 
was  filling  the  position  of  night  operator  at  that  t 
place.  He  was  afterward  promoted  and  made  day  1 
operator  and  station  agent  at  Bairdstown,  Ohio,  | 
where  he  continued  until  February,  1893.  He  j 
was  then  transferred  to  Whiting,  Ind. ; but  after  i 
three  months  he  resigned,  and  became  the  relief  | 
agent,  being  thus  employed  until  July,  1894,  when 
he  was  given  his  present  position  in  Hoytville.  j 
He  is  now  acceptably  serving  in  this  capacity,  and 
*s  well  liked  by  all. 

Mr.  Barnd  was  married  in  Michigan,  January 
9.  1895,  to  Miss  Ida  V.  Kratz,  who  was  born  in  j 
Ida  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  February  \ 
28,  1872.  Since  locating  in  Hoytville,  he  has  j 
purchased  a comfortable  home.  He  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  in  Hoytville,  I 
and  also  holds  membership  with  the  Senior 
United  American  Mechanics  of  Bloomdale,  and 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 
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Uriah  Dishoxg  is  a successful  business  man 
who,  depending  entirely  upon  his  own  resources, 
has  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities,  and  b\ 
his  diligence  and  good  management  worked  his 
way  steadily  upward  to  a place  among  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Jackson  township.  He  was 
born  in  Fulton  county,  Penn.,  January  26,  1859, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Anna  (Dishon)  Dishong, 
natives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  stock  dealer.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  rented  land  for  three 
years,  and  then  came  to  Jackson  township.  Wood 
county,  where  he  also  operated  a rented  farm  for 
a time.  Later  he  purchased  a tract  of  land;  but 
sold  it  after  three  years.  He  then  bought  five 
acres,  and  afterward  forty  acres,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  still  living  on  that  property.  Their 
family  numbers  three  sons — Uriah;  Elias,  a 
farmer  of  Jackson  township;  and  George,  who  is 
living  with  his  father. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Hancock  county,  and  in 
the  public  schools  there  he  began  his  education, 
which  was  completed  by  attendance  for  one  term 
in  Jerry  City,  Ohio.  No  event  of  special  im- 
portance occurred  during  his  childhood  days, 
which  were  passed  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads.  On  March  23,  1884,  was  celebrated  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Ella  A.  Butterfield,  who  was 
born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  January  23,  1866, 
and  is  a daughter  of and  Esther  A.  (Thomp- 

son) Butterfield.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Hoytville,  where,  for  two  years,  Mr.  Dishong 
had  been  carrying  on  a notion  store.  He  con- 
tinued that  business  for  about  six  months,  then 
erected  a larger  store  building,  and  put  in  a stock 
of  general  merchandise.  This  was  destroyed  by 
fire  August  29,  1888,  causing  a loss  of  about 
$2,500;  but  within  a week  he  began  the  erection 
of  a new  store  building,  and  now  has  a large  two- 
story  structure,  stocked  with  an  excellent  line  of 
dry  goods,  clothing  and  groceries.  He  is  a very 
successful  merchant,  and  his  honorable  dealing, 
courteous  treatment  and  earnest  efforts  to  please 
his  customers  have  brought  to  him  a liberal 
patronage. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dishong— -Maudie,  who  was  born  February  18. 
[885,  and  died  on  August  25,  following;  Dimmis, 
born  August  7,  1886;  Dauvray,  born  March  12. 
1888;  Lloyd,  born  August  4,  1S90;  and  Lena, 
born  March  15,  1893.  O'1  matter^  of  national 

importance  Mr.  Dishong  is  a Democrat,  but  at 
local  elections  he  pays  little  attention  to  part\ 
ties.  He  served  as  councilman  one  year,  has  bei  n 


> 

, 

' 


I 


848  WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


township  treasurer  for  two  years,  and  was  post- 
master during  President  Cleveland’s  first  admin- 
istration. In  manner  he  is  pleasant  and  genial, 
a kind-hearted,  broad-minded  man  who  has  the 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

Charles  Solether,  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Bloom  township,  a promi- 
nent agriculturist  and  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was 
born  in  Wurternberg,  Germany,  October  15, 
1827. 

John  Solether,  his  father,  who  was  a farmer 
there,  married  Dorethea  Anger,  and  after  a few 
years  spent  in  trying  to  make  a living  from  thir- 
teen acres  of  land,  they  came  to  America  with 
two  boys,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  elder. 
They  left  Bremen  in  the  spring  of  1S33,  on  the 
sailing  vessel,  “Amelia,”  and  forty  days  later 
landed  at  New'  York.  They  eame  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  river,  Eric  canal,  and  Lake  Erie  to  Cleve- 
land, and  thence  on  the  Ohio  canal  to  Bethle- 
hem, Stark  county,  where  the  mother  and  chil- 
dren were  left  while  the  father  went  to  Holmes 
county,  their  destination,  and  secured  the  help  of 
a brother-in-law',  who  brought  his  ox-team,  and 
carried  the  little  family  home  in  his  wagon.  The 
father  had  $30  left,  and  this  he  invested  in  some 
land;  but  the  title  beingdefective,  he  lost  it.  In  the 
springof  1834  Mr.  Solether  moved  to  Bolivar, Tus- 
carawas county,  w'here  he  rented  a house  and  gar- 
den, and  he  and  his  wife  worked  out  to  support  the 
family.  The  next  year  he  rented  fifteen  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Stark  county,  which  he  cleared  and 
fenced,  and  in  the  fall  of  1840,  having  now  be- 
come the  possessor  of  a wagon,  three  horses,  a 
colt  and  $100  in  cash,  representing  years  of  hard 
work  and  close  economy,  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Wood  county.  They  had  started  for  Indiana, 
but  wisely  concluded  that  State  could  hold  nothing 
better  than  the  lands  of  Bloom  township,  where 
he  entered  eighty  acres  in  Sections  S and  4,  cov- 
ered w'ith  heavy  timber.  Their  first  home  was  a 
log  cabin,  18  x 22,  a rude  affair,  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  land  wras  such  a task,  that,  if  the)’  had 
not  raised  some  crops  on  the  Limestone  Ridge, 
they  would  have  fared  badly.  Perrysburg  was 
their  marketing  point,  and  at  first  their  milling 
was  done  at  Ereeport,  later  at  Findlay.  Wild 
game  was  plentiful,  but  often  proved  destructive 
to  the  crops.  By  trading  one  of  his  horses,  the 
father  secured  a cow,  a plow  and  some  corn,  and 
a few  years  of  steady  toil  placed  him  in  compar- 
atively easy  circumstances.  Headded  more  land 
to  his  farm  after  a time,  and  at  his  death  owned 
260  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but 


gave  no  attention  to  party  work,  the  welfare  of 
1 bis  family  being  an  absorbing  interest.  He  died 
December  22,  1854,  from  the  effects  of  a kick 
from  a horse,  received  while  hitching  up  a team. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  March,  1863,  and  the 
remains  of  both  now  rest  in  Sugar  Grove  ceme- 
tery. Both  had  been  for  many  years  faithful 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Of  their 
six  children,  John,  the  second,  born  in  Germany, 
resides  in  Fostoria;  the  four  younger  children, 
born  in  America,  are  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Amos 
| Stettler;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Marquis  Hamman; 

Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Simon  Gilbert,  of  Fostoria; 
i and  Julia,-  who  lives  at  Fostoria. 

Charles  Solether  attended  school  irregularly 
! in  his  youth,  the  farm  work  requiring  his  help. 
When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  began  work- 
ing for  Charles  Mercer  at  $10  per  month,  but  his 
time  was  mainly  spent  on  his  father's  property. 
On  March  14,  1854,  in  Portage  township,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Miller,  a native  of  Lan- 
; caster  county,  Penn.  He  settled  upon  a farm  of 
| eighty  acres  in  Section  5,  which  he  still  owns. 

It  was  then  covered  with  forest,  and  Mr.  Solether 
1 cut  the  trees  for  his  first  home,  and  then  invited 
his  neighbors  to  help  him  to  raise  the  building. 
Four  children  were  born  of  his  first  marriage:  J. 
Calvin,  now  a professor  in  the  schools  of  Jerry 
City;  C.  Wilson,  of  Jerry  City;  Caroline,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  Frances,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Solether  died  August  13, 
1861,  sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her, 
and  was  buried  in  Sugar  Grove  cemetery. 

On  August  31,  1S62,  Mr.  Solether  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  iiithO.  V.  I.,  with  Capt.  Thomas 
Norris.  They  went  into  camp  at  Perrysburg  and 
Toledo,  and  then  joined  the  forces  in  Kentucky, 
going  to  Covington  Heights,  Louisville,  Shelby - 
ville  and  other  places.  Mr.  Solether  was  taken 
ill  at  Frankfort,  Kv.,  October  26,  1S62,  the  day 
of  the  remarkable  snow-fall,  and  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Louisville;  but  a week  later  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  their  winter  quarters  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky.  On  July  5.  1863,  he  was 
again  prostrated  by  sickness,  and  when  his  regi- 
ment moved  to  East  Tennessee  he  was  left  be- 
hind at  Glasgow,  and  later  was  sent  to  Lebanon 
1 and  Louisville;  but  he  did  not  recover,  and  on 
October  19,  1863,  was  discharged  for  disability. 
For  some  time  after  his  return  home  he  was  un- 
able to  do  any  active  work,  but  he  gradually  re- 
gained his  health,  and  is  now  quite  well  preserved 
; for  his  age. 

O11  February  14,  1864,  in  jerrv  Gitv.  he  was 
married  to  his  second  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Stull. 

1 a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  March  7,  1833 
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the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Hockenber- 
. cr';  Stull,  who  came  to  Bloom  township  in  July, 
s S She  had  never  seen  a school  house  until 
bie  was  ten  years  old,  and  as  she  grew  older  she 
assisted  in  the  support  of  the  family  by  working 
for  other  people,  one  of  her  employers  being 
Reason  Whitacre.  Five  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Jerius,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 

teen years;  Ora,  married  to  Samuel  Brecht,  of 
Bowling  Green;  Getta,  Rosa  and  Charles  F. , 
now  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana. 

Mr  Solether’s  later  years  have  been  eminently 
blessed.  He  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  ' 
children  occupying  useful  and  honorable  positions 
in ’ life,  and  his  worldly  possessions  have  been 
greatly  increased  by  the  development  of  the  oil 
industry.  He  added  to  his  first  farm  from  time 
to  time  until  he  owned  470  acres;  but  he  has  ; 
since  sold  all  but  190  acres,  where  he  has  a hand- 
some and  commodious  residence.  As  a reliable  , 
and  substantial  business  man,  he  takes  a high 
rank  in  the  community.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
since  when  he  has  been  a stanch  Republican;  but 
he  has  never  sought  official  preferment,  his  pri- 
vate business  requiring  his  constant  care. 

Mr.  Solether  is  the  author  of  a neat  little  work 
of  thirty  pages,  in  pamphlet  form,  entitled,  “ Thy  j 
Kingdom  Come,”  in  which  he  sets  forth  his  re- 
ligious belief,  and  in  which  he  discusses  the  fol- 
lowing topics:  What  is  it  to  confess  Christ.3 

Church  and  Churches,  The  Seven  Pillars  of  the 
House  of  the  Devil,  Blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Differences  in  Dis-  j 
cipline,  The  Rejected  Stone,  Parable  of  the 
hares,  What  the  Kingdom  is  like.  Baptism,  and 
Gathering  Home.  Mr.  Solether  has  not  prepared 
this  volume  to  sell,  but  furnishes  copies  to  all  1 
"'ho  ask  for  them. 

Rezix  Jewell,  deceased.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  formerly  a prominent  agriculturist 
:»nd  stock  breeder  of  Plain  township,  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  born  January  16,  1839. 
His  father,  John  Jewell,  married  Miss  Nancy 
McCullough,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Aaron,  deceased;  Jane,  the  wife  of  B. 

hranklin,  of  Lucas  county;  Samuel,  a farmer  of 
'lain  township;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Myron  Le- 
1 1 ;d ley;  Willi  am,  a farmer  of  Portage  township; 
George,  a farmer  of  Weston  township;  Celia, 
'he  wife  of  William  T.  Le  Galley,  Jr.  : Henrv,  a 
Criner  in  Michigan;  Kezin,  our  subject;  and 
John,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1 840  the  family 

1 tune  to  Wood  county  and  settled  in  Plain  town- 
54  • 


j ship,  where  the  father  died  in  1864,  the  mother 
surviving  him  six  years. 

Mr.  Jewell  received  an  excellent  education  in 
I youth,  his  fine  natural  abilities  enabling  him  to 
make  the  most  of  every  opportunity.  After  at- 
tending the  schools  of  his  district  for  some  years, 
he  studied  in  Waterville  and  West  Millgrove, 
paying  his  own  way,  and  then  taught  for  twenty- 
five  terms,  farming  at  intervals.  When  his  fa- 
ther died  he  bought  the  homestead,  where  he  aft- 
erward resided,  making  many  improvements, 
and  conducting  the  estate  upon  progressive  meth- 
ods. He  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Miss  Cath- 
arine Alexander,  who  was  born  in  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  December  26,  1847.  Her  father,  William 
Alexander,  was  a native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
born  August  29,  1822,  and  her  mother,  Susanna 
(Moore),  of  Bellevue,  was  born  September  15, 
1827.  They  had  twelve  children:  Catharine  (Mrs. 
Jewell),  Albert,  John,  James,  Judson,  Edwin,  Ida, 
William,  George,  and  Chester  M.  ; the  others  died 
in  infancy.  In  the  year  1856  Mr.  Alexander  came 
with  his  family  to  Wood  county,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  Plain  township.  FI i s 

wife  died  in  1889,  and  he  still  survives,  residing 
in  the  county. 

Mr.  Jewell  was  a man  of  kindly  and  genial 
nature.  Loving  and  considerate  in  his  domestic 
life,  he  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to  any  call 
upon  his  sympathies  from  outside  the  family  cir- 
cle. He  took  pride  in  advancing  the  interests  of 
his  township  and  county,  and  for  a number  of 
years  served  in  a number  of  official  positions 
constable,  school*  director  and  supervisor.  He 
was  a great  lover  of  horses,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  introduce  good  breeds  of  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs  into  this  county.  Thoroughly 
progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  was  always  among 
t lie  foremost  in  advocating  any  change  which 
would  benefit  the  community,  and  his  early  death, 
in  August,  1892,  was  deeply  mourned  by  a wide 
circle  of  friends,  who  cherish  the  memory  of  his 
good  deeds. 

Mrs.  Jewell  still  conducts  the  homestead,  the 
active  management  being  in  the  hands  of  Edward 
E.  Everett,  who  married  Ida  Alexander,  a sis- 
ter of  Mrs.  Jewell.  They  have  three  children: 
Blaine,  born  August  4,  1884;  Imogene,  born 
September  19,  1886;  and  Clyde  E , born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1889. 

John  Hipshkk,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Center  township,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  re- 
liable citizens  of  the  communitv,  and  a prosper- 
ous and  able  agriculturist.  He  is  a native  of  Al- 
len county,  Ohio,  born  February  14,  1844. 
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His  father.  Jesse  Hipsher,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1810,  and  was  a son  of  Lawrence 
Hipsher,  one  of  the  honored  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  By  trade  the  father  was  a cooper,  but  de- 
voted most  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  married  at  Clear  Creek,  Penn.,  to  Charity 
Myers,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children:  (i) 
Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  Jeremiah  M.  Buckmas- 
ter.  (2)  William  Id. , also  deceased,  was  a Union 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  (3)  Ezra,  also  a Union 
soldier,  in  the  57th  O.  V.  L,  served  four  years 
and  was  twice  wounded;  after  the  close  of  the 
war  he  went  to  Michigan,  and  was  drowned  in 
Lake  Huron.  (4)  Samuel,  also  a Union  soldier 
in  the  57th  O.  V.  I.,  died  of  typhoid  fever  while 
in  the  service.  (5)  John  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
(6)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Shively,  of  Allen 
county,  Ohio.  (7)  George  W.  is  operating  the 
old  homestead  farm.  (S)  Eliza  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Charles  Oxburger,  a farmer  of  Allen  coun- 
ty. (9)  One  child  died  in  infancy.  From  the  1 
Keystone  State  the  father  removed  to  Van  Wert 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a short  period 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1S70  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Allen  county,  on  which  he  resided  until 
death  called  him  hence  in  1895,  "’hen  he  was  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years.  The  mother 
is  yet  living,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  ninety 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  in  his  native  county,  and  there  received 
the  elements  of  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  his  future  life. 
He  remained  at  home  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when,  prompted  by  a spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, he  enlisted  at  Bluffton,  Ohio,  in  Company 
B,  6 1 st  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Schleich  and  Capt. 
Miller.  From  Camp  Chase  the  regiment  went  to 
Virginia,  and  our  subject  participated  in  ail  the 
battles  in  which  his  company  was  engaged.  On 
account  of  a sunstroke,  he  was  for  a few  days 
incapacitated  for  service,  but  on  his  recovering 
resumed  his  position  in  his  company.  At  the  last 
battle  of  Bull  Run  he  received  a wound  on  the  left 
shin,  after  which  he  was  sent  to  convalescent 
camp,  and  there  received  his  discharge  April  20, 
1863.  He  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  the  19th  Penn.  Cav., 
which  was  sent  to  participate  in  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Monntain,  Tenn.  Mr.  Hipsher  remained 
in  the  army  until  May  r 4,  1866,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged at  New  Orleans,  and  then  returned  home 
to  Allen  county. 

For  a short  time  Mr.  Hipsher  remained  in 
Allen  county,  and  then  went  to  Michigan,  where 


he  spent  eight  years  in  the  lumber  camps.  In 
1874  he  removed  to  Wood  county,  locating  in 
Center  township,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  has  improved,  making  it  one  of 
j the  best  cultivated  farms  in  the  township.  Here 
he  was  married  February  22,  1875,  to  Miss  Mary 
Sader,  a daughter  of  Lawrence  Sader,  a farmer 
of  Center  township.  Ten  children  grace  this 
union,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Martin,  January  7,  1876;  John.  April 

9,  1878;  Jane,  April  23,  1S80;  Lawrence,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1882;  Sarah,  September  25,  1 S S 3 ; Rosie, 
June  11,  18S6;  Eliza,  March  30.  i833;  James, 
April  17,  1892;  Bertha,  March  18,  1894;  and 
Howard,  March  4,  1896.  The  eldest  died  while 
j young.  The  family  are  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr. 
Hipsher  is  a Republican.  He  is  regarded  as 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  township,  the 
friend  of  every  worthy  enterprise,  and  for  two 
terms  he  held  the  office  of  school  director,  while 
for  four  terms  he  served  as  supervisor. 

H.  G.  Strawser  was  born  November  30, 
1851,  at  Hallsville,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1872,  in  the  meantime  obtaining  what 
education  he  could  in  the  village  schools,  and 
working  on  the-  farm  in  his  spare  moments. 

In  1872  Mr.  Strawser  went  to  Marysville, 
Ohio,  and  worked  three  years  for  W.  E.  Baxter, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  jewelers'  trade,  and 
who  had  twenty-eight  years'  experience  in  the 
business.  In  June,  1875,  Mr.  Strawser  came  to 
Weston,  and  worked  for  D.  A.  Avery  until  March 
2S,  1878,  at  which  time  he  opened  up  a jewelr} 
store  in  the  post  office,  acting,  at  spare  time,  as 
assistant  postmaster  under  F.  M.  Young  for  two 
years.  Then  Mr.  Strawser  formed  a partner- 
ship with  E.  D.  Gallagher,  and  continued  with 
him  until  January,  1SS1,  when  the  firm  dissolved, 
Mr.  Strawser  buying  out  his  partner,  and  the 
branch  store,  which  had  been  operated  during 
the  partnership,  at  Deshler,  Ohio,  was  discon- 
tinued, and  the  two  were  consolidated  into  one 
store,  located  at  Weston.  In  1S83  Mr.  Strawser 
erected  a two-story  brick  block,  twentvfeet  wide 
and  ninety  feet  long,  which  he  now  occupies,  and 
in  which  he  carries  the  largest  jewelry  and 
musical  instrument  stock  in  the  city. 

In  1878  Mr.  Strawser  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Eva  A.  Gunn,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
ville,  Ohio,  May  3,  1857.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Mamie  Mayree,  born  Ju!\  19,  1SS2,  and 
Leroy  Wheeler,  horn  October  19,  1887  Mr 
Strawser  is  a Republican,  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  following  fra- 
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ternities:  I.  O.  O.  F. , past  grand  of  the  Wes- 

ton Lodge  No.  6Si;  Columbian  Encampment  No. 
274,  of  Weston;  Master  Mason  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 
No.  560,  Weston;  Canton  Alpine,  Uniform  Rank, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  26,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Kenil- 
worth Lodge,  K.  of  P. , No.  340,  Weston;  and 
Anthony  Wayne  Tent,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  No.  140, 
Weston.  He  is  also  a director  and  stockholder 
in  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Weston,  and  is  interest- 
ed in  the  oil  business. 

Jacob  Strawser,  father  of  Mr.  Strawser,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  31,  1817,  and  was 
a blacksmith  by  trade.  On  February  9,  1S40, 
he  married  Miss  Susan  Rockaway,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  February  8,  1822.  He  located 
at  Hallsville,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  where  for  twenty 
years  he  followed  his  trade  as  a miller,  and  then 
that  of  blacksmithing.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  ten  children,  one  of  which  died  in  in- 
fancy; the  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the  others 
are  as  follows:  Katie,  June  1,  1S44;  John  S. , 
October  1,  1846;  H.  G.,  November  30.  1851; 
Mattie,  February  16,  1853;  Ella,  March  2,  1856; 
Byron,  March  27,  1 8 5 S ; William,  September  25, 
i860;  Lizzie,  January  20,  1863;  Franklin,  No- 
vember 12,  1866. 

William  A.  Sargent.  Success  can  always 
be  achieved  through  enterprise,  indefatigable  in- 
dustry and  sound  judgment,  and  these  have 
made  our  subject  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Liberty  township.  He  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  February  10,  1833,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Agnes  (Linn)  Sargent,  the  former  a 
native  of  southern  Ohio,  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
They  were  married  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1833  came  to  Wood  county,  arriv- 
ing in  Liberty  township,  April  6.  The  father 
entered  400  acres  of  wild  land,  later  adding  240 
acres.  He  erected  a rude  log  cabin,  which  after 
fifteen  years  was  replaced  with  a substantial 
frame  dwelling.  His  death  occurred  on  the  old 
homestead,  May  1 1 , 1857;  his  widow  died  in 
1872.  In  their  family  were  seven  children: 
Snowden  L. , a liveryman,  of  Jerry  City ; Nancy 
Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ambrose  Shiveley, 
and  died  in  Center  township,  at  the-  age  of 
twenty-three;  Sarah  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  Fearnside,  of  Liberty  township,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three;  George,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; William  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
John  Wesley,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation in  Liberty  township,  and  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm.  His  privileges  in  this  direction, 
however,  were  limited,  for  his  services  were  much 


' needed  on  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  Plain 
township,  December  24,  1857,10  MaryE.  Frank, 
who  was  born  in  1839.  They  have  one  child, 
La  Vendee,  wife  of  A.  V.  Powell,  of  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio.  Their  grandchildren  are  Frank 
i S.,  Alice  Lillian,  John  Avery,  Gerald  Alonzo,  Dr. 
William  McMahon  Powell,  and  Vivian.  For  five 
years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sargent 
resided  on  the  old  homestead,  and  then  removed 
to  their  present  farm,  which  comprises  140  acres 
of  land.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  it  was 
mostly  wild  and  unimproved.  Mr.  Sargent 
erected  his  home  in  1865  and  has  made  his  farm 
i a very  productive  one.  He  now  has  ten  good  oil 
wells  upon  his  place.  He  is  a practical,  intelli- 
j gent  farmer,  one  who  carries  on  business  on 
scientific  principles,  and,  though  he  had  not  a 
dollar  when  he  came  to  his  present  home,  he  has 
to-day  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
neighborhood.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  he  is  an  advocate  for  temperance.  He 
has  served  as  town  trustee  for  three  years,  and 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  Portage  township  school 
board  some  eighteen  years. 

W.  H.  H.  Kiger  is  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Montgomery-  township,  and  an  excellent  citizen 
who  has  to  his  credit  an  unblemished  war  record. 

! He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born,  in  Fairfield  county, 
November  13,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Mercy  L.  (Williamson)  Kiger,  who  never  left  that 
county,  and  there  the  former  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  quite  young,  and  the  latter  is  still  living 
: at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Kiger,  of  this  review,  was  the  only  son 
in  a family  of  four  children,  and  in  his  boyhood 
secured  his  education  at  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  county.  Like  most  farmer  boys  he  was 
reared  to  habits  of  industry,  early  becoming  fa- 
miliar with  the  work  of  an  agriculturist;  he  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  answering  the 
call  of  President  Lincoln  for  troops  to  put  down  the 
Rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1861,  in  Company 
I,  17th  O.  V.  I.  He  served  as  fifth  sergeant  until 
discharged  in  May,  1862,  on  account  of  disability, 
and  returned  to  his  native  county; but  the  follow- 
ing year  came  to  Wood  county,  renting  a farm  in 
Perry  township,  which  he  operated,  but  made  his 
home  with  his  uncle,  Josiah  Kiger,  as  he  was  at 
that  time  unmarried.  In  May,  1864,  however, 
he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member  of 
Company  E,  14.1th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  engaged 
in  guard  duty  at  Wilmington,  Del,  until  dis- 
charged in  the  following  August,  after  which  he 
resumed  farming  in  Perry  township. 

In  the  winter  after  his  return  to  Wood  county, 
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Mr.  Kiger  was  married  in  Perry  township  to  Miss 
Mary  Norris,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Cuthbert- 
son)  Norris,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children — Kate,  now  Mrs.  F.  M.  Adams, 
of  Montgomery  township;  Rebecca,  who  for  four 
years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  but  is  now  the  wife  of 

H.  O.  Yant,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Frank  M.,  also  of 
Toledo;  William  II.,  who  is  attending  college  at 
Delaware,  Ohio;  and  Emma,  at  home. 

In  Perry  township,  Mr.  Kiger  make  his  first 
purchase  of  land,  consisting  of  eighty  acres,  par- 
tially improved,  and  for  which  he  went,  in  debt; 
but  in  1867  he  removed  to  Franklin  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  for  one  winter.  Becoming- 
dissatisfied  there,  he  returned  to  Wood  county, 
and  later  bought  fort}-  acres  of  land  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  a small  portion  of  which  had  been 
cleared,  and  on  which  stood  an  old  log  cabin. 
That  has  been  replaced  by  a comfortable  dwelling, 
the  land  has  all  been  cleared  and  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  all  the  improve- 
ments, there  found,  stand  as  monuments  to  this 
thrift  and  enterprise.  The  place  comprises  fifty- 
acres  of  excellent  land.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  Kiger  entirely  coincides  with  the  doc- 
trines and  platforms  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
in  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise  supports 
the  candidates  of  that  organization.  He  ranks 
among  the  better  class  of  citizens,  and  has  served 
as  trustee  of  the  township  and  a member  of  the 
school  board.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the 

I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  serves 
as  one  of  the  trustees. 

Homer  C.  Brown,  the  well-known  architect 
of  Bowling  Green,  to  whose  fine  artistic  taste 
that  vicinity  is  indebted  for  many  of  its  hand- 
somest buildings,  is  among  the  group  of  “ Wood 
county  boys  ” who  are  rapidly  rising  to  prom- 
inence and  usefulness  in  the  business  life  of  their 
native  county. 

His  family  originated  in  Scotland,  but  his 
great-great-grandfather,  a weaver  bv  occupation, 
came  to  Virginia,  at  an  early  date,  from  Ireland. 
His  son  Matthew,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  He  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  in  early 
manhood,  but  later  became  a Baptist  minister. 
In  1828  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  family,  and 
located  first  in  Perry  county,  and  finally  in  Wood 
county,  where  lie  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight 
years  and  eight  months.  His  son  Isaac,  the 


I grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hamp- 
shire county,  Virginia,  in  1812.  He  was  a car- 
j penter  and  joiner  in  Perry  county  for  many 
[ years,  and  died  in  Wood  county,  in  1887. 

His  son  Simon,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
; in  Perry  county,  August  2,  1S42,  and  in  the  fall 
I of  1862  came  to  Washington  township,  and  en- 
| gaged  in  contracting  and  building.  With  the  ex- 
; ception  of  two  years,  spent  in  bridge  building  on 
the  B.  & O.  R.  R.,  he  has  resided  in  this  county 
ever  since,  and  is  now  a leading  contractor  at 
| Bowling  Green.  He  takes  a prominent  part  in 
all  local  movements,  and  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  a leading  supporter  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
| 1863,  to  Miss  Martha  Alexander,  who  was  born 
in  1844,  and  is  deceased.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren: Homer  C. , our  subject;  Richard,  a clerk 

in  Bowling  Green;  and  Arthur,  who  died  in  boy- 
hood. His  second  wife  was  Miss  Caroline  Hutch- 
j ison,  a native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  1859.  by 
wliorn  he  has  had  two  children:  one  who  died 

in  infancy,  and  Nellie.  He  saw  four  months 
active  service  during  the  Civil  war,  in  the  144th, 
O.  V.  I.,  and  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at 
Weston. 

Homer  C.  Brown  was  born  in  Plain  town- 
I ship,  August  25,  1869,  and  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  schools  of  Weston  and  Bowling 
s Green.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
his  father,  and  followed  it  for  six  years,  in  the 
1 meantime  studying  architecture,  in  which  he  has 
since  engaged  as  a profession  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  designed  the  new  Central  School 
building  at  Bowling  Green,  and  many  of  the 
i most  tasteful  and  commodious  residences  of  that 
j city  are  his  work.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge. 

A.  B.  Witmore.  One  of  Perry's  best  citi- 
zens and  farmers,  and  the  oldest  male  representa- 
I tive  of  his  family,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Catherine  (Cover 
Witmore. 

Mr.  Witmore  was  born  in- Franklin  count}. 
Penn.,  August  23,  1 S 3 7,  and  was  reared  in  that 
- county  until  over  thirteen  years  old,  up  to  which 
time  he  attended  such  schools  as  those  days  af- 
forded When  his  parents  came  to  Wood  countv 
in  the  fall  of  1S50,  he  attended  school  there  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old.  The  schools  of  his 
days  and  the  opportunity  for  learning  were  much 
inferior  to  those  of  the  present  time,  and  the 
progress  in  tins  line  is-  earnestly  advocated  by 
Mr.  Witmore,  who  fully  realizes  that  the  ail 
vancement  of  the  coining  generation  requires  cd 
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ucation,  accomplishments,  and  a practical  knowl- 
edge of  work.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  our  sub- 
ject began  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade  under 
instructions  from  Jonathan  Myers,  with  whom 
he  worked,  making  furniture,  cabinet  work,  etc.  j 
His  first  investment  was  the  buying  of  a sawmill, 
which  he  ran  for  two  years  at  a handsome  profit, 
and  then  went  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Myers, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  several  years. 

On  January  26,  1865,  Mr.  Witmore  was 

married  in  Montgomery  township,  to  Miss  Katy 
Legron,  who  was  born  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  April  3,  1845,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Fannie  (Gahmen)  Legron.  Her  parents 
came  to  Wood  county  in  1S54,  and  settled  in 
Montgomery  township,  where  she  went  to  school. 
Mr.  Witmore  located  in  West  Miilgrove,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  with  George 
Ketcham  for  about  six  years,  and  then  traded  his 
interest  to  Lewis  Whitman  for  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  12,  Perry  township,  and  went  to 
farming  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  They 
remained  together  for  six  or  seven  years,  until 
the  spring  of  1875,  when  the  partnership  was 
satisfactorily  dissolved,  and  our  subject  moved 
to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  120  acres  of 
excellent  land,  which  he  has  improved  in  many 
ways  at  no  little  expense  and  trouble.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Witmore  were  born  the  following  chil-  1 
dren:  Severina  E , August  31,  1 866,  who  is  now 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Sellers,  of  Perry  township,  and  has  1 
four  children ; John  I.,  December  21,  1868,  met 
with  an  accident  while  at  school  in  Fostoria,  and 
suffered  from  an  ailment  that  baffled  all  the  med- 
ical skill  that  money  could  procure,  and  from  , 
which  he  finally  died  February  12,  1894;  Fan- 
nie A.,  September  2,  1869,  married  Ira  W.  Ingle, 
of  Wood  county,  Ohio;  Ada,  December  28, 
1875,  died  when  seven  months  old;  Ora  Willis, 
November  30,  1878,  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Witmore  is  a deacon  in  the  German  Bap- 
tist Brethren  Church,  to  which  he  is  a most  lib- 
eral contributor.  He  is  well  off  in  this  world’s 
goods,  is  one  of  Perry  township’s  substantial  citi- 
zens, and  is  highly  respected  by  a large  circle  of 
friends. 

I 

James  Stafford,  a leading  citizen  of  Liberty 
township,  was  born  in  McComb,  Hancock  Co.. 
Ohio,  April  17,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Nathan  and 
Marinda  (McCracken)  ’ Stafford.  He  acquired  a 
common-school  education  in  Liberty  township, 
being  but  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Wood  county,  locating  in  that  town- 
ship. No  event  of  special  importance  occurred 
in  his  childhood,  which  was  passed  in  the  usual 


manner  of  farmer  lads — working  on  the  farm 
through  the  summer  months,  and  attending 
school  in  the  winter,  fie  remained  under  the 
paternal  roof  until  his  marriage. 

That  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Staf- 
ford occurred  in  Liberty  township,  in  March, 
1SS4,  when  Miss  Laura  Powell  became  his  wife. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  on  an  eighty-acre 
farm  in  Section  2,  Liberty  township,  partially  in- 
herited by  Mrs.  Stafford  from  her  father.  On 
this'  place  our  subject  erected  a large  and  com- 
I modious  residence  in  iSSS,  and  in  1895,  he 
; erected  a fine,  large,  up-to-date  barn,  and  now 
| has  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  the  community, 

I while  the  farm,  in  its  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
; ance,  well  indicates  his  careful  supervision.  The 
| home  has  been  brightened  by  the  presence  of  two 
interesting  children:  Glenna  and  James  DeWitt. 
In  his  political  preferences,  Mr.  Stafford  is  a,n  un- 
swerving Republican,  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  growth  and  insure  the  success  of 
his  party.  For  one  term  he  served  as  township 
trustee.  He  is  a member  of  the  Mt.  Zion  class 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  is  a wide- 
awake, industrious  and  energetic  business  man. 

Berlie  W.  Mercer.  The  same  enterprising 
spirit  which  has  led  to  the  rapid  development  of 
the  West  causes  this  gentleman  to  be  numbered 
among  the  progressive  citizens  of  Wood  county. 
He  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  April  7,  1S65, 
and  is  a son  of  Pierce  and  Mary  E.  (Robinson) 
Mercer.  The  father  was  brought  to  Wood  coun- 
ty during  his  early  childhood,  and  was  twice  mar- 
ried, the  mother  of  our  subject  being  his  second 
wife.  Thev  began  their  domestic  life  on  the 
place  which  is  now  owned  by  James  Grange,  and 
the  mother  is  still  living  on  a part  of  the  old  farm, 
where  the  father  died  in  1SS3,  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  children  of  their  family  are 
Berlie  W. ; James'  F.,  of  Henry  county,  who  died 
at  midnight  September  tS,  1S90,  and  was  buried 
in  Bethel  cemetery  (he  left  a widow  to  mourn 
his  loss);  Nancy  Elizabeth,  a music  teacher,  liv- 
ing at  home;  Charlotte  L.,  wife  of  E.  A.  Strat- 
ton, of  Bradner,  Ohio;  and  Stella  M.,  at  home. 
After  the  father’s  death  the  mother  married 
Bernard  O’Brien,  who  is  now  also  deceased,  and 
by  this  marriage  was  born  a daughter.  Anna  B. 

The  early  educational  privileges  enjoyed  by 
our  subject  were  afforded  by  the  common  schools, 
and  were  supplemented  by  a two-years’  course  in 
the  Normal  School  of  Ada,  Ohio.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  Ire  lias  always  been  a warm  friend  of  edu- 
cation and  improvement.  He  entered  upon  his 
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business  career  as  a farm  hand.  With  the  money 
he  acquired  through  bis  own  exertions,  and  a 
small  inheritance  from  his  father,  he  at  length 
purchased  a farm  of  forty  acres  in  Section  21, 
Liberty  township.  He  was  engaged  at  work 
four  years  with  the  Ohio  Oil  Co.,  and  now  has 
upon  his  place  five  producing  oil  wells.  He  also 
owns  a ninety-acre  farm  in  Henry  township, 
which  he  purchased  in  1891,  and  the  two  proper- 
ties yield  him  a good  income. 

On  November  12,  1884,  in  Bowling  Green, 
Mr.  Mercer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Libby 
M.  Seymour,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  count}7, 
Ohio,  September  13,  1867,  daughter  of  Martin 
S.  and  Caroline  Seymour.  They  have  one  son, 
Leonard  V. , who  was  born  April  11,  1887.  In 
1890  Mr.  Mercer  was  visiting  through  the  West 
with  George  B.  Harris.  In  1894  he  went  to 
Cincinnati  and  entered  upon  a four-years’  course 
of  study  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  as  a 
preparation  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  and,  the  1 
same  enterprise  which  has  won  him  success  in 
his  business  career  thus  far,  will  undoubtedly  make 
him  an  able  physician.  In  politics  he  is  a.  Demo- 
crat, and  has  served  as  township  clerk  four  years. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Disciples 
Church  at  Rudolph,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  since  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 

William  Norton  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  January  29,  1853.  His  father,  Michael 
Norton,  was  born  in  Kildare,  Ireland,  and  on 
coming  to  this  country  located  near  Springfield, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  to  Catherine 
Smith,  a native  of  Kings  County,  Ireland,  born 
August  8,  1833.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
namely:  William;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 

Snyder;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Young;  Annie, 
wife  of  William  Brunthaver,  a farmer  of  Middle- 
ton  township;  John,  a cooper  of  Sugar  Ridge; 
Michael  G.,  a farmer  of  Dunbridge;  Elsie,  at 
home;  and  James.  The  father  of  this  family 
removed  to  Wood  county  in  1853,  and  located  in 
Middleton  township,  where  he  purchased  sixty- 
five  acres  of  land.  This  he  improved,  success- 
fully continuing  its  cultivation  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  1,  1873.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  early  began 
work  on  the  home  farm.  After  his  father's  death 
he  conducted  the  sixty-five  acres  that  constituted 
the  home  place,  for  four  years,  and  then  went  to 


a home  of  his  own.  He  rented  a farm  for  two 
years,  when,  with  the  capita!  he  had  acquired, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
one-half  of  which  was  unimproved.  This  he 
placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  now, 
in  the  midst  of  well-tilled  fields,  stands  a fine 
residence  and  good  barns,  while  his  farm  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  township. 

On  December  23,  1S76,  Mr.  Norton  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Entsminger,  who  was  born  in  San- 
dusky county,  September  30,  1856.  They  had 
two  children — Maud,  born  November  22,  1877; 
and  Frank  M.  (who  died  in  infancy),  March  24, 
1884.  For  six  years  our  subject  has  served  as 
school  director,  was  supervisor  two  terms,  and  in 
both  offices  has  discharged  his  duties  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  that  has  won  him  high 
commendation.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  and,  politically, 
with  the  Republican  party. 

Fred  S.  Amos,  who  is  pleasantly  located  in 
Section  8,  Montgomery  township,  is  operating 
successfully  as  a farmer,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  industrious  and  enterprising  young  men  of 
Wood  county.  He  was  born  April  28,  1S6S,  on 
the  farm  where  he  still  resides. 

Adam  Amos,  his  father*  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  on  the  27th  of  September,  1825,  and 
when  quite  small  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
the  United  States,  and  they  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  Wood  county,  locating  first 
in  Section  1,  Portage  township,  in  1S3S.  Dur- 
ing his  youth  he  was  employed  by  different  farm- 
ers in  the  neighborhood,  and  his  limited  educa- 
| tion  was  mostly  in  German.  His  knowledge  of 
figures  was  first  taught  him  by  his  oldest  daugh- 
ter Caroline,  who  was  a bright  little  child  and  in- 
structed her  father  before  she  was  nine  years  of 
I age.  In  1850,  in  Portage  township,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Adam  Amos  and  Miss 
Martha  E.  Lein,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1825,  and  came  with  her  father,  Andrew 
Lein,  to  the  New  World,  in  1844.  The  Lein 
family  first  located  in  Scott  township.  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Portage 
, township,  Wood  county,  where  the  daughter  re- 
mained until  her  marriage.  Mr.  Amos  took  his 
bride  to  the  present  home  of  onr  subject,  he 
having  purchased  eighty  acres  there  some  time 
previous,  paying  for  the-  amount  by  his  own 
labors.  Seven  children  came  to  brighten  the 
household  by  their  presence,  namely:  Caroline, 

j who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Portage  township;  William,  an  agri- 
culturist of  Center  township;  Adam  and  Jacob, 
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also  farmers  of  Portage  township;  Mary,  now 
M rs.  Warren  Orr,  of  the  same  township;  and 
Fred  S.,  of  this  sketch. 

At  the  time  of  his  purchase  few  improvements 
had  been  made  upon  the  farm,  but  the  father 
gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion and  development,  until  he  had  converted  it 
into  one  of  the  most  highly  improved  places  of 
the  locality.  He  had  increased  the  boundaries 
of  his  land  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
home  farm  comprised  200  acres  of  rich  and  ara- 
ble land,  and  he  had  assisted  each  of  his  chil- 
dren in  securing  places  of  their  own.  He  was  a 
successful  agriculturist,  and  a self-made  man  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  that  oft  misused  term,  having  ac- 
quired all  that  he  possessed  through  his  own  in- 
dustry, energy  and  perseverance.  The  first  home 
was  replaced  by  a good  brick  residence,  built  in 
1888.  His  earthly  career  was  ended  on  the 
28th  of  September,  1S91,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Bradner  cemetery.  He  was  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  German-American  citizens,  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  His  political  sup- 
port was  always  given  the  Democratic  party,  and 
religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father,  Fred  S.  Amos 
has  had  complete  charge  of  the  farm,  and  with 
him  his  widowed  mother  resided  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  April  27,  1896,  when  she  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Brad- 
ner cemetery.  During  his  boyhood  and  youth 
he  attended  the  district  schools  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
tellectual ability,  and  learned  very  rapidly.  He 
early  began  to  assist  in  the  labors  of  the  field, 
and  has  become  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer, 
energetic  and  industrious. 

Simon  Brough,  a representative  farmer  of 
Troy  township,  is  finely  located  in  Section  1, 
where  he  is  maintaining  his  place  among  the  pro- 
gressive and  intelligent  men  around  him,  engaged 
in  farming.  His  birth  occurred  in  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio,  in  1858,  and  he  is  a son  of  George 
and  Catherine  (Shoemaker)  Brough,  the  former 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  when  a young  man  came  with  his  father, 
Simon  Brough,  to  Sandusky  county,  where  the  j 
latter  died.  In  that  county  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject,  the  moth- 
er having  located  there  at  about  tlm  age  of  ten 
years.  In  r866  they  became  residents  of  Wood 
county,  and  the  father  passed  away  March  14, 
1884,, at  Pemberville.  His  widow  is  still  living. 


and  now  makes  her  home  at  Bowling  Green. 

; The  parental  household  included  five  children — 
j Simon,  of  this  sketch;  Frank,  a resident  of 
Locust  Point,  Ottawa  Co. , Ohio;  fane,  now  Mrs. 
Sweet,  of  Bowling  Green;  Charley,  who  lives  in 
Coldwater,  Mich. ; and  Mrs.  Cora  Davis,  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio. 

Mr.  Brough,  of  this  review,  was  eight  years 
of  age  when  the  family  located  upon  a farm  in 
Troy  township,  and  there  became  familiar  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  occupation  he  has 
made  his  life  work.  He  was  married  in  that 
township  in  December,  1892,  the  lady  of  his 
■ choice  being  Miss  Anna  Hintz,  daughter  of  Fred 
j Hintz,  of  Lake  township,  Wood  county,  and  they 
1 have  become  the  parents  of  two  children — Otto 
! and  Ernest. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Brough  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat,  and  is  an  energetic,  wide-awake  citi- 
zen, keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  his  township 
and  county,  and  ready  to  meet  and  aid  any 
scheme  for  their  benefit.  His  public  spiritedness 
and  unquestioned  integrity  make  him  a desirable 
citizen. 

W.  W.  I ^ong,  of  Montgomery  township,  is 
prominent  in  the  county  not  only  as  an  advanced 
and  scientific  agriculturist,  but  also  in  local  affairs, 
his  able  discharge  of  the  duties  of  various  public 
offices  reflecting  credit  upon  him. 

Samuel  Long,  his  grandfather,  an  old-time 
minister  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  was  a pioneer 
farmer  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  where  he  set- 
tled with  his  famly  when  his  son,  John  \V.  Long, 
our  subject's  father,  was  a boy.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  but  grew  to  man- 
hood at' the  new  home,  and  was  married  January 
29,  1850,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sampsell,  by  his 
brother,  James,  who  was  a minister  of  the  U.  B. 
Church,  and  a justice  of  the  peace.  Entirely  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources,  he  followed 
farming  for  some  time  near  the  old  home,  and 
early  in  April,  1856,  moved  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  ,34, 
Montgomery  township,  from  Seth  Richardson, 
for  $800.  About  six  acres  had  been  chopped 
over,  and  a house  of  round  logs  stood  upon  the 
clearing  in  which  they  found  shelter  until  another 
round-log  house  was  built.  Not  long  after  they 
had  moved  into  this  Mr.  Long  entered  the  arm}', 
enlisting  May  2,  1864,  in  Company  K,  144th 
O.  V.  I.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mono- 
cacy,  Md.,  Snicker’s  Gap,  Ya.,  and  Berryville, 
Ya.,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  latter  engagement 
August  13,  18(54.  Like  many  other  heroes  ol 
that  cruel  war,  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
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where  he  had  breathed  his  last,  far  from  his  j 
home  and  kindred.  He  had  won  a high  place  in  ; 
the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship daring  his  residence  there,  had  been  chosen 
to  several  local  offices,  and  was  one  of  the  ear-  i 
liest  and  most  influential  members  of  the  Repub-  1 
lican  party  there.  Although  not  large  in  build,  ' 
he  was  robust  and  active.  Fond  of  reading,  and 
especially  of  Bible  study,  he  was  a valued  worker 
in  the  U.  B.  Church — the  old  Montgomery 
Church — at  Risingsun,  and  had  been  a class-  i 
leader  for  ten  years  previous  to  his  death,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  service  in  other  Church  offices.  Of 
his  five  children,  W.  W. , our  subject,  was  the  j 
eldest;  the  second,  John  W. , died  in  infancy;  ] 
Sarah  A.  married  Wilson  Dunlap,  of  Montgomery  ; 
township;  Samuel  S.  is  a prominent  resident  of  j 
this  county;  and  James  F.  resides  in  Trombly,  j 
Ohio.  At  the  father's  death  a debt  of  $500.00 
still  remained  upon  the  home;  but  through  the  ; 
united  efforts  of  Mrs.  Long  and  her  children,  j 
they  were  able  to  meet  the  payments,  and  keep 
the  little  family  together.  All  had  their  home  | 
there  until  they  married  and  settled  elsewhere, 
and  Mrs.  Long  still  resides  there,  the  property 
being  now  owned  by  our  subject  and  his  brother, 
Samuel. 

W.  W.  Long  was  born  in  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county,  February  21,  1851,  and  the  i 
schools  near  the  Wood  county  home  were  the 
only  ones  that  he  ever  attended.  He  learned 
rapidly,  but  his  father’s  untimely  death  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  take  up  the  battle  of  life  in 
earnest  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  as  the  eldest  son  of  i 
his  bereaved  mother.  He  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage,  May  21,  1876.' at  Prairie  Depot,  to 
Miss  Amanda  J.  Graber,  a native  of  Ashland  j 
county,  Ohio,  who  was  born  July  29,  1856.  Her 
father,  Adam  Graber,  was  a well-known  farmer,  ; 
who,  with  his  wife,  Catherine  Blessing,  came  from 
Germany  in  the  early  part  of  the  “fifties,”  and 
after  some  years  spent  at  other  localities,  finally  [ 
located,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  in  Section  26,  Mont- 
gomery township,  Wood  county,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  Mrs.  Graber  died 
February  20,  1865,  and  her  husband  survived  her 
twenty  years,  dying  June  12,  1885;  the  remains 
of  both  rest  in  Trinity  cemetery,  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county.  They  had  four  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  and  all  of  the  twelve  lived  to  adult  age  ! 
except  one  who  was  fataly  burned  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Long  spent  the  first  years  of  wedded  life 
at  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Section  26, 
Montgomery  township,  and  then  rented  the 
“ Arnold  Farm,"  in  Section  36,  where,  although 
he  paid  a large  cash  rent,  he  secured  his  start 


toward  prosperity.  He  lived  there  nine  years, 
and  on  April  1,  1890,  returned  to  his  first  farm, 
which  he  now  owns.  His  first  child,  Cora  M., 
was  born  May  29,  1S77,  and  died  November  25, 
1S7S;  and  the  second,  Rosa,  born  June  7,  1879, 
is  a member  of  the  class  of  ’96,  in  the  Risingsun 
High  School.  Mr.  Long's  own  disadvantages  in 
early  life  have  made  him  feel  keenly  the  need  of 
bringing  educational  opportunities  within  the 
reach  of  all,  and  he  has  been  an  active  friend  of 
improvement  in  this  regard;  he  served  on  the 
Risingsun  school  board  when  the  new  school 
building- was  erected.  He  is  a leading  member 
of  the  U.  B-  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
offices  of  trustee  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  is  now  steward.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  a Republican,  and  he  has  served 
as  township  trustee  four  years  and  constable 
two  years. 

C.  H.  Milbourn,  a well-known  and  honored 
pioneer  of  Bloom  township,  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Columbiana  county,  January  23,  1 S 3 5 . 
and  is  a son  of  David  and  Emma  (Taylor)  Mil- 
bourn.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Mil- 
bourn,  who  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  in  Columbi- 
ana county,  this  State. 

David  Milbourn  was  one  of  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  nine  children — eight  sons  and  one 
daughter — and  his  birth  occurred  in  1801.  He 
was  married  in  Columbiana  county,  March  26, 
1826,  to  Emma  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Penn.,  February  4,  1S02.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Levi  D.,  born  November  15,  1828,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  144th  O.  V.  I.,  as  a 100-day  man.  and 
now  makes  his  home  in  Bowling  Green.  Ohio: 
Richard  T. , born  June  9,  1S30,  was  killed  in  July. 
1S57,  by  a falling  tree,  while  driving  along  the 
road  returning  from  a visit  in  Wood  county  to  his 
home  in  Hancock  county;  Rachel  E.,  born  Au- 
gust 21,  1832,  is  now  Mrs.  Michael  Auverter.  of 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  our  subject  is  next  in  or- 
der of  birth;  Mary  }.,  born  February  23,  [837. 
is  the  wife  of  Peter  Boozer,  of  Bloom  township; 
Lydia,  born  November  3.  1839,  died  June  23. 
1846,  and  Jacob  H.,  born  March  18,  [S42.  was 
a member  of  Company  F,  Sth  O.  V.  I.,  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Barry  county,  Michigan. 

On  December  3,  1838,  the  father  arrived  with 
his  family  in  Wood  county,  locating  in  Section  8. 
Bloom  township,  and  they  were  sixteen  days  in 
making  the  trip  from  Minerva.  Ohio,  where  he 
had  owned  a house  and  lot.  He  there  worked 
in  a gristmill  and  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  the 
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cheap  lauds  of  Bloom  township  enticed  him,  and 
he  entered*eighty  acres.  He  cleared  two  acres, 
and  erected  a cabin,  18x24  feet,  into  which  the 
family  moved.  They  were  compelled  to  go  to 
Perrysburg  or  Maumee  to  mill,  which  required 
five  days;  but'  a great  deal  of  their  grist  was 
ground  in  an  old  hand-mill.  On  that  farm  the 
father  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
8,  1851,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Sugar 
Grove  cemetery,  Bloom  township.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  for  several  years  had  been 
constable  of  that  township.  The  mother"  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  w as- 
buried  in  jerry  City. 

There  were  no  schools  in  the  locality  at  the 
time  the  family  located  here,  and  our  subject 
'was  nine  years  of  age  before  he  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  subscription  school.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  left  the  farm,  and  began  learning  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  John  McMillen,  of  Portage 
township,  Wood  county.  Later  he  followed 
that  occupation,  receiving  $16  per  month  and 
board,  which  was  considered  good  pay  at  that 
time,  and  in  the  winter  would  chop  wood  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  cord  and  his  board.  On 
August  27,  1862,  in  Bloom  township,  Mr.  Mil- 
bourn  wedded  Miss  Rachel  Stull,  a native  of  that 
township,  and  daughter  of  Urie  and  Mary 
(Hockenbarger)  Stull,  who  at  an  early  day 
owned  the  present  site  of  Jerry  City.  In  No- 
vember, 1865,  our  subject  purchased  forty  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Section  9,.  Bloom  township,  to 
which  he  removed  in  the  following  March,  and 
has  since  bought  eight  acres  additional.  In  1 S S 5 
he  erected  a pleasant  home,  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  good  and  substantial  outbuildings; 
and  there  are  found  all  the  accessories  seen  on  a 
modern  farm  of  value.  For  several  years  he 
worked  at  his  trade  in  connection  with  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  thus  securing  a comfortable 
competence.  He  is  a man  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity, and  his  upright,  honorable  life  had  gained 
him  many  friends. 

During  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Milbourn  enlisted 
August  13,  1862,  at  the  Red  School  House,  in 
Portage  township,  in  Company  D,  111th  O.  V. 
P,  under  Capt.  J.  E.  McGowan.  For  two  weeks 
he  remained  at  Perrysburg,  and  while  at  Camp 
Toledo  returned  home  to  be  married.  His  first 
engagement  was  at  Huff's  Ferry,  in  Tennessee, 
and  he  continued  with  the  regiment  until  March 
5,  1864,  while  at  Dandridge,  East  Term.,  when 
he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Knoxville,  after- 
ward to  Nashville,  and  later  to  Ward  5,  General 
Hospital,  at  Jeffersonville,  lud.  On  November  ;, 
1864,  he  rejoined  the  regiment  at  Chattanooga, 


| serving  as  corporal,  to  which  rank  he  had  been 
j promoted  in  September,  1863,  while  at  Smith- 
land,  Ky. , on  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains. 

; He  received  his  discharge  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. , 
June  27,  1865,  and  arrived  home  at  midnight 
July  14,  following.  During  his  absence  Ins  wife 
had  made  her  home  with  his  widowed  mother. 

Our  subject  and  wife  became  the  parents  of 
| six  children:  Lewis  \\\,  who  was  born  April 

17,  1866,  and  died  in  Bloom  township,  October 
9,  1891;  Thomas  E.,  born  July  27,  1S67;  Willis, 
born  July  23,  1868;  Riley,  born  October  6,  1869; 

‘ Emma,  who  was  born  in  November,  1870,  died 
- in  January,  1873;  and  Jennie,  who  died  in  in- 
I fancy.  Thomas  and  Willis  are  still  with  their 
father,  while  Riley  is  now  in  Cygnet,  Ohio.  The 
mother’s  death  occurred  October  12,  1 S 7 5 , and 
i she  was  laid  to  rest  in  Sugar  Grove  Cemetery. 
On  May  17,  1877,  at  Tiffin,  Mr.  Milbourn  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Iona  S.  Rollins,  who 
was  born  in  1831,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  At 
j the  age  of  sixteen  she  began  teaching  in  Wood 
county,  and  she  subsequently  worked  at  tailoring 
lor  twenty  years.  Her  parents,  Almerin  and 
Mary  (Sherwood)  Rollins,  died  in  1846  and  1847, 
respectively;  the  mother  was  a native  of  New 
Jersey.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children  — 
six  daughters  and  one  son — four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  The  son,  W.  B.  Rollins,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Fostoria;  he  was  a soldier  during  the 
Civil  war  in  the  49th  O.  V.  I. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  Bronson  Post  No.  85, 
G.  A.  R..  of  Jerry  City,  and  is  a firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  which  he 
supports  with  his  ballot.  For  thiee  terms  he 
served  as  assessor  of  the  township,  was  school 
director  of  District  No.  2,  and  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  board.  Mrs.  Milbourn  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Morris  B.  Reider,  proprietor  of  the  Union 
Hour  mills  at  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Berks 
county,  Penn.,  December  18,  1S57.  He  lived  in 
his  native  county  until  of  age,  and  attended  the 
i public  schools;  and  when  eighteen  years  old  he 
commenced  to  learn  the  miller's  trade.  He 
j worked  at  this  for  three  years,  and  then  removed 
| to  Ohio,  locating  in  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  where 
he  worked  on  a farm  for  nine  months.  He  then 
went  to  Hancock  county,  where  he  worked  in  a 
mill  for  four  years,  and  in  1883  catne  to  Wood 
county,  and  with  a partner  purchased  the  tlour- 
I mill  in  Bowling  Green,  which  he  has  operated 
ever  since.  He  has  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  his  business,  and  since  he  took  charge  of  tl'.e 
mill  has  remodeled  it,  taking  out  the  old  burrs 
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and  putting  in  the  new  system  of  rolls.  The  mill 
now  has  a capacity  of  fifty  barrels  per  day,  and 
is  doing  a large  custom  exchange  business,  all  its 
products  being  sold  at  home. 

Mr.  Reider  is  an  energetic  business  man,  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas,  and  has  made  a success  of 
his  present  enterprise.  His  mill  runs  the  year 
round,  and  has  gained  an  excellent  reputation  for 
the  fine  quality  of  its  flour,  as  well  as  for  the 
straightforw'ard  dealings  of  its  proprietor.  Mr. 
Reider  was  married  Novembers,  1883,  to  Miss 
Katie  Sharp,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  September  21,  1S60.  Three  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  namely:  Nellie  Gray,  Joy 

Frank,  and  Roxie  Rachel.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject belongs  to  the  Prohibition  party,  and  uses 
his  influence  in  the  cause  of  temperance  when- 
ever possible.  He  is  a wrorth}’  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  fraternally  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  F.  & A.  M. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Simeon  and 
Rachel  (Breidegam)  Reider,  both  natives  of  Berks 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  are  still  living.  They 
are  of  German  descent,  their  grandparents  com- 
ing to  America  from  that  country  at  an  early  day. 
Grandfather  John  Reider  was  a stone  mason  by 
trade,  and  one  of  his  brothers  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  made  prisoner 
by  the  English.  Benjamin  Breidegam,  our  sub- 
ject’s maternal  grandfather,  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade.  The  paternal  family  consisted  of  nine 
children,  namely:  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy; 

Benjamin,  who  died  when  twelve  years  old; 
Ezra,  residing  in  Pennsylvania;  Morris  B ; James, 
also  residing  in  Pennsylvania;  Catherine,  who 
married  Joseph  Hoch;  Jonas,  w'ho  lives  in  Penn- 
sylvania; Sally,  who  married  A.  Xein,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  Elizabeth,  deceased. 

George  W.  Smith,  a farmer  of  Plain  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
December  9,  1847.  Daniel,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  while  still 
young  came  west,  and  located  at  Monroeville, 
where  he  bought  160  acres  of  land, which  he  built 
upon  and  improved.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Fanny  Phillips,  and  five  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Hannah,  the  wife  of  1 
Philip  Kitchen,  of  Plain  township;  Judson  ID.,  a 
farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Phoebe,  who  mar- 
ried D.  D.  Johnston,  of  Toledo;  George,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
In  1851,  Mr.  Smith  went  to  California,  and  never 
returned.  Mrs.  Smith  was  married  again,  this 
time  to  R.  Winton,  and  four  children  were  born 
to  them:  Millie,  wife  of  Calvin  Fox;  Josiah,  of 


Toledo;  Eli,  a farmer  living  in  Plain  township; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Winton, 
formerly  Mrs.  Smith,  died  in  1882. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
Norwalk,  Huron  county,  and  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  until  1871,  when  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  on  which  he  built 
a house,  barn,  etc.,  and  making  all  necessary 
improvements.  In  1871  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Mears,  a daughter  of  William  Mears,  of 
Plain  township,  and  six  children  were  born  to 
them.  Daniel  W.,  born  November  25,  1873,  at- 
tended. the  high  school  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
works  on  the  homestead;  Phcebe,  born  March  S. 
1S75,  married  George  Wilson,  a blacksmith; 
Frank,  born  May  25,  1876,  attends  school  at 
Haskins;  Florence  and  Helen,  twins,  born  June 
3, 1 878 — Helen  died  in  infancy,  and  Florence  is  at- 
tending school  at  Union  Hill;  Ralph,  born  April 
2,  1893.  Mr.  Smith  was  school  director  and 
supervisor  for  six  years.  He  is  a Republican  in 
! politics,  and  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Roche-de-Bceuf  Lodge- No.  530, 
of  Haskins,  and  of  the  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  387. 

Dewee  H.  Runneals.  There  is,  perhaps, 
no  medium  through  which  the  masses  of  the 
people  are  educated  equal  to  the  journalistic; 
and  on  the  editors  of  our  great  papers  rests  the 
responsibility  of  molding  the  opinions  of  men 
on  issues  of  national  and  even  universal  import- 
ance. It  is  a great  undertaking  for  a man  old  in 
j years  and  in  knowledge  of  the  world  to  assume 
the  position  of  ‘‘popular  educator;"  but  how 
much  greater  is  the  undertaking  for  a compara- 
tively young  man!  Dewee  H.  Runneals,  the  genial 
owner  and  publisher  of  the  Bradner  Advocate, 
was  born  on  September  1,  1867,  at  Adrian. 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  the  son  of  James  C.  and  Cora 
(Weber)  Runneals. 

James  C.  Runneals  was  born  in  Rehoboth. 
Ohio,  June  2,  1837.  He  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
an  unusually  good  education  for  those  davs,  and 
followed  the  profession  of  teaching,  togethei  with 
the  occupation  of  bookkeeping,  all  his  life.  In- 
spired by  the  patriotic  ardor  that  leads  men  to 
offer  up  their  lives,  if  need  be,  on  the  altar  of 
their  country,  on  August  14,  1861,  Mr  Runneals 
laid  aside  the  birch  and  quill,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  for  the  three-years 
service.  Bravely  enduring  all  the  hardships  in- 
cident to  the  life  of  a soldier,  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty,  he  bore  his  musket 
through  the  years  of  his  enlistment,  and  at  At 
lanta,  Ga. , on  the  expiration  of  the  three  years. 
October  20,  1864,  he  was  mustered  out  and  re- 
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turned  home.  June  22,  1865,  he  married  Miss 
Cora  Weber,  who  was  born  in  Paris,  Stark  Co. , 
Ohio,  August  9,  1845.  Two  children  blessed 
this  union:  Frank  C.  and  Dewee  H.,  both  of 
whom  survive.  The  father  passed  away  in  Fos- 
toria,  Seneca  county,  May  4,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  making 
her  home  in  Fostoria. 

Dewee  H.  Runneals,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at 
Fostoria,  until  September,  1884,  when  he  laid 
aside  his  school  books  and  began  to  learn  the 
printer’s  trade,  in  the  office  of  the  Democrat.  In 
1886  he  went  to  Abilene,  Ivans.,  thence  to 
Denver,  Colo. ; in  1889,  in  partnership  with  A.  L. 
Clark,  he  published  the  People's  Advocate , at 
Marysville,  Ivans.  In  1890  he  established  the 
Fostoria  Daily  Journal , but  after  nine  months 
sold  out  to  the  Democrat , and  again  went  west, 
this  time  locating  in  Trinidad,  Colo. ; here  he  re- 
mained until  February,  1893,  when  he  settled  at 
Deshler,  Ohio,  and  with  his  brother  leased  the 
Deshler  Flag , and  successfully  conducted  it  for 
one  year. 

On  February  9,  1892,  at  Manhattan,  Ivans., 
Mr.  Runneals  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nellie  I.  Barksdale,  of  Bigelow,  Kans.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Madison  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Barksdale,  and  was  born  February  9,  1873,  at 
Salem,  Washington  Co.,  Ind.  To  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
sons,  namely:  James  Madison,  January  13,  1893, 
in  Oketo,  Marshall  Co.,  Kans.,  and  Cecil 
Howard,  December  8,  1895,  in  Bradner,  Wood 
Co. , Ohio. 

On  October '26,  1S94,  Mr.  Runneals  starred 
the  Advocate,  and,  although  a complete' stranger, 
proved  his  business  ability,  and  in  a year  had 
achieved  a success  seldom  reached  by  the  newspa- 
per of  several  years  standing.  The  paper  is  wholly 
independent  in  politics,  and  the  agreeable  owner 
has  made  many  friends  by  his  strict  impartiality, 
and  his  manly  bearing  has  won  him  the  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  the  International  Typographical 
Union. 

Clark  Cummings,  a well-known  agriculturist 
of  Middiet  on  township,  was  born  in  Perrysburg, 
October  8,  1834. 

His  father,  the  late  Josiah  Cummings,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut, where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
mg  for  some  years,  removing  later  to  Massachu- 
setts. There  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Churchill, 
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by  whom  he  had  four  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  youngest.  Walter,  a resident  of 
1 Tontogany,  died  in  1887;  Mary  Ann  married 
Richard  Hollington;  and  Abner  died  in  1S76. 

I Josiah  Cummings  came  to  Wood  county  in  1832, 
locating  first  in  Perrysburg,  and  later  at  Tontog- 
any, in  Washington  township,  and  in  1S36  on  a 
farm  of  forty  acres,  near  Tontogany,  which  he 
cleared  and  cultivated.  He  died  there,  in  184S. 
his  wife  surviving  him  until  1877. 

Mr.  Cummings  attended  the  schools  of  Ton- 
togany until  the  age  of  fourteen;  but  after  Ins 
father’s  death  he  worked  upon  the  homestead, 
his  labor  being  needed  for  the  support  of  the 
family.  When  he  attained  his  majority  he  bought 
eightv  acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  and  cleared 
and  improved  a portion  of  it.  Ide  sold  this  farm, 
and  bought  fifty  acres  of  improved  land  near  the 
Maumee  river,  where  he  remained  several  years. 
He  was  married  in  1857  to  his  first  wife.  Miss 
Caroline  Bliss,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children,  whose  names,  with 
dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  Lottie,  Septem- 

ber 10,  1859,  married  John  Ivuirth.  a carpenter: 
Charles,  July  2,  1861,  is  a carpenter  at  Hastings, 
and  married  Hattie  Hogland;  Nettie  May.  born 
May  13,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Ryder;  Hulda 
Ann,  October  2,  1873,  married  J.  T.  Twining, 
an  oil  operator;  and  Minnie,  January  13,  1S79, 
j is  at  home. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Cummings  enlisted  at  Tontog- 
I any,  in  Company  K,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Lewis 
| and  Col.  Voris,  commanding.  He  remained  at 
home  a few  weeks,  and  recruited  fourteen  men 
for  his  company,  which  he  rejoined  at  Suffolk. 
Va. , where  the\r  had  gone  into  winter  quarters. 
In  January,  1864,  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. , he  re- 
| enlisted,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Richmond, 
June  26  to  July  1,  1864,  and  was  in  a number  of 
I other  engagements,  among  them  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor. 
Petersburg,  Winchester,  and  Charleston,  and  was 
at  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomatox  lie  had 
an  attack  of  the  measles,  and  took  cold,  which 
affected  his  lungs,  his  health  being  seriously  and 
permanently  impaired  as  a result.  He  was  dis- 
charged June  21,  1865,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
returned  home. 

His  wife  had  sold  the  farm  during  his  absence, 
and  bought  sixty  acres  near  Bowling  Green, 
where  they  remained  until  March,  1872,  when  he 
; disposed  of  it  to  buy  sixty  acres  in  the  same 
j township,  where  he  operated  for  two  years.  He 
then  bought  ioo  acres  in  Middleton  township, 
thirty  of  which  were  unimproved.  He  brought  it 
1 all  under  cultivation,  and  lived  there  until  An- 
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gust,  1888,  when  he  again  sold  out,  buying  a 
farm  near  Haskins,  where  he  now  resides,  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  labors.  His  first  wife  died 
August  19,  1884.  and  he  married  Miss  Emma 
Dawson,  a native  of  Norfolk,  England,  born 
April  21,  1845.  No  children  were  born  of  this 
union. 

Mr.  Cummings  is  highly  regarded  among  his 
associates,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  pro- 
gressive measures  in  his  locality.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  has  been  supervisor  in 
Plain  township,  and  school  director  in  the  dis- 
trict where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(joining  in  1 S 5 8)  at  Tontogany,  and  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R. , Harry  Carter  Post,  56,  at  Haskins. 

D.  H.  Rex.  Prominent  among  the  represent- 
ative citizens  and  respected  and  influential  men 
of  Troy  township  is  found  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice,  who  resides  on  Section  36, 
where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  also 
forty  acres  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  both  tracts 
are  well  improved  and  highly  cultivated,  and 
show  conclusively  that  the  owner  has  not  mis- 
taken his  calling  in  adopting  agriculture.  Mr. 
Rex  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Penn.,  December 
31,  [818,  and  is  a son  of  Jonas  and  Leah  (Myers) 
Rex,  natives  of  the  same  county,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Daniel  Rex,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  thus  aiding  the  colonies  in  freeing 
themselves  from  British  oppression.  In  1826  the 
father  located  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  where  he  opened  up  a 
farm.  In  1 863  he  became  a resident  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  died  in  Troy  township,  August  1,  1865. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  other  world, 
dying  in  Crawford  county,  on  January  1,  [842. 

Their  only  child  was  our  subject,  who  was 
about  ten  years  of  age  when  taken  by  them  to 
Crawford  county,  and  there  he  acquired  a limited 
education,  though  for  five  years  after  his  arrival 
he  never  saw  a school  house.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  It  was  in  1863  that  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  affairs. 
He  has  fifteen  oil  producing  wells  upon  his  place 
(the  first  having  been  bored  in  his  orchard),  and 
they  add  not  a little  to  his  income. 

In  Richland  county,  in  1843,  Mr.  Rex  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Stentz,  who 
was  born  near  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  December  24, 
1823,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Sonia 
(Wentz)  Stentz,  also  natives  of  that  locality,  who 
at  an  early  day  removed  to  Richland  county, 


; Ohio.  There  the  father  made  his  home  until  his 
j death,  which  occurred  in  1869,  and  his  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  18S0.  In  their  family  were 
children  as  follows:  Mrs.  Rex,  honored  wife 

1 of  our  subject;  Mary  Crawl,  who  makes  her  home 
j in  Richland  county;  Harriet,  deceased,  Mrs. 
Sophia  Fullmer,  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Eliza  Knott,  of  Richland  county;  Mrs.  Susan 
I Sears,  of  the  same  county;  Rebecca,  who  died 
; unmarried;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rife,  who  died  in 
1 893 ; John,  a resident  of  Shelby,  Ohio;  and 
Philip,  who  lives  on  rhe  old  family  homestead. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rex  have  been  born  three 
children- — Mrs.  Sophia  Amelia  Spada,  of  Casta- 
lia,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Hartman,  of  Wood- 
ville,  Ohio;  and  John,  who  makes  his  home  with 
j his  father.  He  was  married,  but  his  wife  died, 

1 leaving  one  child,  Henry  J.  Mr.  Rex  takes  quite 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  voting  with 
the  Republican  party;  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  well  merits  the  deep  respect  and 
high  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his'  friends 
j and  neighbors,  and  has  been  a prominent  factor 
; in  the  upbuilding  of  his  township,  aiding  in  every- 
thing for  its  advancement. 

Henry  Berxthisel,  a well-known  pioneer 
agriculturist,  now  residing  at  Haskins,  was  born 
' in  February,  1820,  in  Perry  county,  Ohio.  His 
reminiscences  cover  an  interesting  period,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  few  men  now  living  who  attended 
the  great  mass  meeting  at  Fort  Meigs  in  1S40, 
during  the  “hard  cider  and  log  cabin  campaign. " 

His  parents,  Jacob  and  Jane  (Willey)  Bern- 
thisel,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father  in 
the  year  17S4,  the  mother  in  1772.  They  came 
to  Ohio  a few  years  after  their  marriage,  and 
located  first  in  Perry  county,  where  they  remained 
fifteen  years  before  finally  settling  in  Wood 
county.  They  were  the  first  to  locate  on  the 
bank  of  Tontogany  creek,  and  the  land  on  which 
they  made  their  home  was  originally  a swampy 
forest.  Their  goods,  which  they  unloaded  under 
a large  white  oak  tree,  had  been  brought  from 
Perry  county  with  two  teams,  one  of  oxen,  the 
other  of  horses.  They  were  devout  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Bern- 
l thisel  died  November  1 1 , 1S57;  Mr.  Bernthisel 
; on  September  28,  1S58.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them:  Anna,  deceased,  the  wife  of 

James  Bradley;  Levi,  who  went  to  California, 
and  was  never  heard  from  afterward;  Jane,  the 
I wife  of  David  Mardook,  both  now  deceased, 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Heflinger,  of  Scot- 
land, 111.;  Henry;  Parmelia,  who  married  Daniel 
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Blodgett,  of  Weston;  Mary  Ann,  deceased  wife 
of  Charles  Holloway;  Susan,  who  died  in  infancy; 
and  Isaac,  who  lives  at  Whitehall,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Bernthisel  was  a boy  when  his  parents 
came  to  this  county,  and  his  early  schooling  was 
obtained  in  a log  cabin  in  his  district.  He 
worked  for  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-three, 
and  then  fanned  on  shares  for  others  some  four 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his 
own  account,  buying  some  wild  land  at  Haskins, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved.  On  May  23, 
1844,  he  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Jenkins,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  182;,  and  died 
October  23,  1861.  They  had  six  children : Sam- 
uel, deceased  in  childhood.  Nettie,  who  married 
David  Bash,  and  has  three  children — Willie,  John 
and  Julia  (of  these,  John  is  a school  teacher  at 
Dickey,  and  is  married  to  Ida  Robinson,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children).  Lottie  married  Joseph 
Garrett,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  has  two  children 
living — Charles  and  Fray  (Julia  died  when  twelve 
years  old).  Ollie,  who  married  Peter  Penny,  of 
Tontogany,  and  was  murdered  there  in  1895. 
Wallace  married  Alice  Ashley,  and  has  five 
children — Willey,  Willie,  Floyd  and  Burnette, 
living,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy;  and  Charles, 
who  married  Miss  Frankie  Pitcher,  and  lives  at 
the  old  homestead;  they  had  three  children — 
Henry,  Electa  and  Stella.  After  the  death  of 
the  mother  in  1861,  Mr.  Bernthisel  married  Mrs. 
Matilda  (iicc  Barnes)  Sargeant,  widow  of  William 
Sargeant.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
one  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood;  Lillie,  the 
survivor,  is  the  wife  of  William  Garrett,  the 
adopted  son  of  Elwood  Garrett;  they  have  one 
son,  Ross.  Our  subject’s  second  wife  died  in 
[SS3,  and  August  14,  1883,  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Emma  J.  Rigg,  daughter  of  Clark  and 
Elizabeth  (Stackhouse)  Chapman,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont; the  latter  was  of  German  descent,  and  died 
in  1 846,  leaving  five  children.  Mr.  Chapman,  by 
trade  a cabinet  maker,  died  in  1876.  Emma 
J.  Chapman  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  N.  Y., 
January  26,  1840,  and  was  quite  young  when  she 
accompanied  her  parents  to  Ohio.  By  her  first 
husband,  Joseph  Rigg,  she  had  six  children, 
named  respectively:  William,  Hiram,  Charles, 

Sherman,  Alice  and  Albert.  Mr.  Rigg  died  in 
1879. 

About  three  years  after  his  first  marriage,  Mr. 
Bernthisel  left  his  old  home  and  moved  to  a farm 
a half  mile  from  Haskins,  where  he  now  owns 
1 50  acres  of  land.  In  [882  he  retired  into  the 
Milage,  there  to  spend  his  declining  vears  free 
from  business  cares.  He  owns  an  eighty-acre 
farm  on  the  river,  forty  acres  west  of  Haskins, 


besides  a good  home  in  the  village  and  his  old 
! home  above  alluded  to.  In  politics  he  is  a.  Derno- 
! crat,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  has  held 
some  minor  township  offices.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Roche-de-Bceuf 
1 Lodge,  No.  530,  Haskins,  in  which  he  has  passed 
; most  of  the  chairs,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
affiliated  with  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  387,  Haskins. 

| In  religious  belief  they  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Haskins,  with  which  organization 
| he  has  been  identified  several  years,  and  has 
i served  as  trustee  thereof. 

E.  L.  Barton,  the  genial  and  efficient  man- 
ager for  The  Buckeye  Supply  Company  (since 
merged  into  The  National  Supply  Company),  at 
Haskins,  was  born  September  14,  1866.  in  Craw- 
; ford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  that  State, 
and  his  grandfather,  Johnathan  Benn,  was  born 
there,  in  Westmoreland  county,  in  1810.  He 
was  a minister  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  died  near  Titusville,  Penn.,  in 
: 1 S S 3 . Our  subject’s  father's  father,  Henry  Bar- 

: ton,  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1800,  and  moved 
to  Pennsylvania,  in  1826. 

Our  subject’s  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Crawford  county.  Penn.  His  father,  A.  B.  Bar- 
| ton,  was  born  November  19,  1842,  and  is  still 
living  near  Titusville.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
operators  in  the  oil  fields  of  that  region,  but  left 
his  business  in  the  first  year  of  the  Civil  war 
to  enlist  in  Company  C,  150th  P.  V.  I.,  one 
of  the  gallant  “Buck  Tail  Regiments.”  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  oil  business, 

1 only  to  lose  all  his  money  in  the  famous  “ Pit 
Hole.”  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
agriculture.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He 
! was  married  in  March,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  Benn, 
j of  Crawford  county,  Penn.,  who  died  in  1877 
leaving  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
1 eldest.  Mae  is  a graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Clarion,  Penn.,  and  is  now  a teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Butler,  Penn.  J.  W is 
a fireman  on  the  P.  S.  & L.  E.  R.  R.  Alice 
lives  in  Bowling  Green.  Mr.  Barton.  Sr.,  was 
I married  a second  time,  in  June,  1881,  to  MBs 
Mary  E.  Nelson. 

Our  subject  lived  at  his  father’s  farm  until  he 
was  nine  years  old,  when  his  mother  died,  and  he 
was  placed  in  the  care  of  an  aunt,  Miss  Rachel 
R.  Benn,  now  a missionary  in  China,  but  at  that 
time  principal  “f  the  Model  School  at  Kdinboro. 
Penn.  After  one  year  there,  he,  with  his  bn  :lu-r 
and  younger  sister,  were  sent  to  the  School  i n 
Soldiers'  Orphans,  at  Mercer,  Penn  , where  he 
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remained  until  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr.  Barton 
then  took  a course  in  the  Commercial  College  at 
Titusville,  graduating  in  1SS4.  He  at  once  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business,  working  in  the  fields  of 
Clarendon,  Red  Valley,  and  Grand  Valley,  and 
came  to  Findlay,  Ohio,  during  the  second  year  of 
the  excitement  over  the  discoveries  here.  He 
has  worked  in  nearly  every  capacity  in  the  oil 
fields,  but  in  March,  1891,  he  quit  the  business, 
and  became  a clerk  in  the  post  office  at  Bowling 
Green  for  G.  W.  Gaghan,  remaining  two  years. 
He  then  became  manager  for  the  branch  store  of 
the  Buckeye  Supply  Company,  at  Montpelier, 
Ind.,  remaining  there  two  years,  then  returning 
to  Wood  county,  Ohio.  In  this  position  his  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  oil 
business  makes  his  services  peculiarly  valuable. 
He  is  widely  popular,  and  is  always  ready  to  give 
the  results  of  his  own  experience  to  perplexed  oil 
operators. 

On  June  1,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Effie  L.  Royal,  who  was  born  in  Michigan,  No- 
vember 19,  1867.  They  have  one  child,  Ray- 
mond. Mr.  Barton  was  tor  five  years  a member 
of  the  National  Guards  of  his  native  State,  serv- 
ing as  corporal  of  Company  K,  16th  Regiment. 
He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  U.  R. , 
K.  of  P. , belonging  to  both  lodges  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio  (Wood  County  Lodge  No.  112,  F.  & 
A.  M. ; Kenneth  Division  No.  90,  and  Subordi- 
nate Lodge  K.  of  P.  No.  158). 

Frederick  J.  Brand,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Middleton  township,  was  born 
January  6,  1S49,  *n  Hessen,  Germany.  Adam 
Brand,  his  father,  a shoemaker  by  occupation, 
married  Catherine  Hof,  and  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  others 
were  Anna,  who  married  Jacob  Dower;  Mary, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Philip  Meyer; 
John  and  Julius,  farmers  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio;  Frederick  J. ; and  Catherine,  the  wife  of  F. 
Eccard.  The  parents  of  these,  and  the  youngest 
daughter,  came  to  this  country  in  1868;  the  fa- 
ther died  at  his  home  in  1889,  the  mother  pass- 
ing to  her  final  rest  in  1886,  at  the  home  of  her 
eldest  daughter. 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  birth- 
place in  early  youth,  and  later  worked  three  years 
at  his  father's  trade.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
came  to  America  on  a steamer,  which  made  the 
voyage  in  twelve  days.  When  he  landed  at  New 
York  he  had  a German  piece  of  money  in  his 
pocket,  and  this  he  exchanged  for  a one-dollar 
note  of  a defunct  bank,  thereby  leaving  himself 
penniless.  With  the  help  of  his  brother  and 


sister,  however,  he  managed  to  come  west,  and 
located  in  Wood  county,  working  some  four  years 
| as  a farm  hand.  In  1871,  he  rented  a farm,  and 
kept  it  seven  years,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres 
' of  land  at  $60  per  acre,  giving  $600  down,  and 
! paying  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  balance.  He 
, now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
community,  containing  100  acres,  having  thereon 
| an  elegant  residence  built  at  a cost  of  $1,500,  and 
he  has  ten  oil  wells  on  his  property,  which  are 
i operated  by  a local  company. 

In  1 87 1 Mr.  Brand  married  Miss  Regina  Beil, 
j a sister  of  Adam  and  Conrad  Beil,  well-known 
i farmers  of  this  county.  Four  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Rosa,  the  wife  of  Henry  Holz- 

hauer;  Emelia,  the  wife  of  Julius  Mohr;  and  Al- 
bert and  Emanuel,  both  now  living  at  home.  In 
| 1886  Mrs.  Brand  died  of  consumption,  and  in 
j 1888  our  subject  married  Miss  Louisa  Smith,  a 
I native  of  Switzerland.  They  have  two  children, 

1 Ernest  and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Brand  is  a man  of  great  influence  in  the 
{ community,  his  ability,  integrity,  and  sound  dis- 
cretion gaining  for  him  the  confidence  of  ali  who 
1 know  him.  He  has  been  a school  director  for 
1 fifteen  years;  president  of  the  township  board  for 
four  years;  assessor  for  three  years;  real  estate 
appraiser  for  Middleton  township  in  1890;  is  now 
j serving  as  county  commissioner,  having  been 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  the  fall  of 
1895.  In  the  German  Reformed  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a charter  member,  he  is  trustee  and 
elder,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 

1 of  which  he  has  been  a Teacher  for  twenty  years. 

G.  M.  Barnd,  a retired  merchant  of  Bloom- 
dale,  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  March  17, 
1832,  the  eldest  son  and  second  child  of  eleven 
children  of  John  and  Sarah  (Garlinger)  Barnd, 
the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
I latter  of  Virginia.  When  only  six  weeks  old  he 
1 was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Portage,  now  Allen, 
township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  of  which  locali- 
ty they  were  early  settlers,  and  where  the  latter 
died. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  in  a fron- 
tier settlement  Mr.  Barnd  spent  his  early  days, 

1 and  on  arriving  at  man’s  estate,  he  was  married 
in  Findlay,  Ohio,  bv  David  Gray,  on  July  31, 
1862,  Miss  Mary  A.  Myers  becoming  his  wife. 
She  is  a native  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Charlotte  (Hull)  Myers, 

1 who  came  to  Bloom  township  in  1843,  accom- 
panied by  the  family  of  John  Russell.  The  fa- 
ther located  on  a heavily-timbered  tract, which  is 
! now  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Bloomdale, 
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and,  within  a radius  of  a mile  and  a naif,  their 
only  neighbor  was  Daniel  Robbins. 

Jonathan  W.  Myers  was  born  in  Trumbull 
county,  December  11,  1810,  and  on  April  3, 
1834,  was  married  to  Charlotte  Hull,  who  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county,  February  5,  1812, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  : Henry  B.,  January 

7,  1835,  married  Martha  Curtis,  of  Paulding 
county,  and  they  now  reside  in  St.  Louis;  Mary 
A.,  September  24,  1836,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Caroline,  November  27,  1S38,  married  josephB. 
Clayton,  and  they  now  reside  at  Van  Buren,  in 
Hancock  county;  and  John  A.,  born  January  5, 
1847,  married  Matilda  Hollingshead,  of  Hancock 
county,  now  residents  of  that  county.  On  Sep- 
tember 19,  1849,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Myers  died  and 
on  December  30,  Mr.  Myers  was  married  to 
Elmira  Robbins,  of  Wood  county,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  : Rachel  L. , November  3,  1850, 

died  July  12,  1853;  Ella  E.,  August.  19,  1854, 
married  Lorenzo  D.  Hatfield,  who  died  July  15, 

1891,  and  the  widow  lives  at  Bloomdale;  and 
Jonathan  E.,  March  30,  1857,  married  Emma  J. 
Wineland,  who  died  November  5,  1892,  and  he 
then  married  Emma  Hays,  and  they  reside  in  Ten- 
nessee. Jonathan  W.  Myers  died  September  21,  • 

1892.  He  had  resided  on  the  same  farm  for 
forty-nine  years,  living  to  see  his  children  settled 
in  life  before  whom  he  had  set  a good  example. 
He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Our  subject  and  wife  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  his  farm  in  Allen  township,  Hancock  coun- 
ty, which,  in  1 87 5,  he  sold,  going  to  North  Balti- 
more, than  a very  small  place.  He  there  con- 
ducted a sash  and  door  factory  under  the  firm 
name  of  Barnd,  Cameron  & Co.,  for  three  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  removed  to 
Van  Buren,  Hancock  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  was  also  a justice  of 
the  peace.  In  1885  he  began  general  merchan- 
dising in  Marseilles,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  which 
he  conducted  for  three  years,  when  in  the  fall  of 
1888  he  went  to  Risingsun,  Wood  county,  and 
carried  on  a similar  store  until,  in  May,  1889. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  stock,  and  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1890,  opened  a five  and  ten  cent  store  in 
Bloomdale,  carrying  on  the  same  until  his  retire- 
ment to  private  life  in  March,  1894. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnd  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  son,  John  S.,  who 
was  born  January  24,  1874,  and  is  now  located 
at  Hoytville,  Ohio,  where  he  is  station  agent  and 
telegraph  operator  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  rail- 
road. 

In  his  business  dealings,  Mr.  Barnd  has  ever 
been  straightforward  and  honorable,  pleasant 


and  courteous  to  his  customers,  and  well  deserves 
the  success  that  has  come  to  him.  In  his  efforts 
he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  the  support  and 
counsel  of  his  loving  wife,  a most  estimable  lady, 
and  they  now  rank  among  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed people  of  Bloomdale.  Politically,  he  is 
a strong  Democrat,  was  clerk  of  Allen  township, 
Hancock  county,  and  a member  of  the  village 
council  of  Van  Buren,  Ohio,  while  for  nearly 
thirty  years  he  and  his  wife  have  been  active 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church. 

David  Bates.  No  country  affords  a greater 
opportunity  to  the  poor  man  than  our  own;  it  is, 
indeed,  the  poor  man's  country;  here  an  indus- 
trious frugal  man  has  a chance  to  accumulate 
property.  Man}-  fail  to  do  so,  but  the  best  of 
our  population  lay  by  some  of  their  earnings,  and 
soon  find  themselves  in  the  possession  of  a good 
competence.  Among  the  latter  class  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  article. 

Mr.  Bates  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  county,  in  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  Adam  and  Betsey  (Metcalf)  Bates.  The 
father  still  resides  in  that  township,  but  the 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  only  three 
years  old,  after  which  he  was  reared  by  his  uncle, 
David  Phillips,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  schools.  On  attaining  man’s  estate, 
Mr.  Bates  was  married  November  16,  1S76,  in 
Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Margaret  E.  Fiandt,  who  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  that  count)',  October 
10,  1857,  the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Catherine 
(Good)  Fiandt,  farming  people  of  that  locality. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Ada  E. , born  April  8,  1878;  Etta  M.,  born 
March  5,  1883;  Rosa  B.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
David  M.,  born  October  2,  1889;  Amby  C.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Merrill  E.,  born  November 
3-  1893. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bates 
rented  land  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1879  purchased  forty  acres 
there  in  Section  22,  at  a cost  of  $Soo,  going  in 
debt  for  half  the  amount.  At  the  end  of  two 
, years  he  rented  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Section 
| 27,  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  for  a 
year,  which  he  then  bought,  after  selling  his  orig- 
inal tract  at  a profit.  He  lived  upon  that  place 
, until  April,  1893,  when  he  rented  and  operated  a 
I farm  of  240  acies,  for  four  years,  but  now  has 
120  acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land  in  Sec- 
tion 27,  Montgomery  township,  on  which,  in 
) 1896,  he  erected  a fine  dwelling  at  a cost  of 
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$3,000,  and  will  make  it  his  future  home.  He 
has  ever  been  a hard  worker,  energetic  and  enter- 
prising, and  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  the  locality.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bates  hold  membership  with  the  Church 
of  God,  in  which  he  has  been  deacon,  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  while  she  has 
been  a teacher  in  the  latter.  They  are  kind- 
hearted,  considerate  people,  and  have  the  respect 
of  the  entire  community. 

George  Baird  Quigley,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Bowling  Green,  has  won  the  distinction 
of  having  spent  more  years  in  the  oil  business 
than  any  other  man  in  this  region,  if  not  in  the 
entire  State  of  Ohio.  Fortune  has  not  always 
smiled  upon  his  ventures,  and  he  has  lost  as  well 
as  made  money;  but  his  pluck  and  persistence 
have  in  later  years  brought  him  rich  rewards, 
and  he  is  counted  among  the  leading  operators  in 
the  State.  He  was  born  March  25,  1S41,  in 
W arren,  Penn.,  the  only  child  of  \Y.  B.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Williams)  Quigley,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  tne  Keystone  State.  His  father 
went  to  California  in  1849,  and  soon  decided  to 
return,  but  died  on  his  way  back,  in  1852,  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri. 

Our  subject  spent  his  youth  with  his  mother's 
parents  at  Warren,  Penn.,  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  His  mother 
died  there  in  1863  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Her 
father,  Isaac  Newton  Williams,  was  born  April  6, 
1796,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  after- 
ward moving  to  Canada,  where  he  conducted  a 
hotel  for  some  years.  Coming  back  to  the 
United  States,  he  lived  for  a time  at  Black  Rock, 
N.  ¥.,  finally  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  engaged  in  carpentering.  He  married  Miss 
Susan  Guyon,  who  was  born  December  5,  1799, 
and  died  in  1859,  at  Warren,  Penn.,  where  Mr. 
Williams  was  also  living  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
May  6,  1856. 

In  1851  the  subject  of  this  sketch  started  in 
business  as  a clerk  at  $50  a year,  without  board, 
but  he  made  himself  so  useful  that  the  following 
year  another  firm  offered  him  a salary  of  $300, 
which  he,  of  course,  accepted.  In  i860  he  went 
to  Titusville,  Penn.,  and  established  the  first 
livery  stable  ever  opened  there,  owned  by  the 
firm  of  Struthers  & Whitmore.  He  managed 
this  for  a time,  but  becoming  interested  in  pros- 
pecting for  oil,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  drilling 
wells,  putting  down  four,  all  of  which  proved  to 
be  dry  holes  in  the  ground.  He  then  entered  the 
army,  enlisting  April  28,  1861,  in  Company  D, 
42nd  P.  V.  I.,  known  as  the  “Buck  Tail"  regi- 


ment. He  served  over  two  years,  and  was  in 
i many  engagements,  among  them  the  battles  of 
Malvern  Hill,  Gaines’  Mills,  Mechanicsville,  and 
i the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  also  in 
i the  Peninsula  campaign,  including  the  Seven- 
days  retreat.  His  last  fighting  was  at  Stony 
Ridge,  where  he  was  taken  sick,  and  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Washington. 

Returning  home  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Quigley  began  clerking  again,  at  a salary  of  $900 
! a year,  in  Warren,  Penn.  In  1866  he  became  a 
I partner  in  the  store,  but  he  sold  his  interest  two 
years  later,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at 
Balltown,  Penn.,  making  a specialty  of  square 
timber.  In  1869  he  disposed_of  this  business,  and 
went  west,  visiting  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cairo, 
Kansas  City  and  other  places.  On  returning  to 
his  native  State  he  drilled  the  famous  “Buck 
Tail"  oil  well,  after  which  he  furnished  the  money 
to  conduct  the  suit  of  the  Fulmer  Brothers  against 
j judge  Keating  for  the  Gas  Fiats  oil  property. 

This  was  decided  adversely  in  1S76,  and  Mr. 

1 Quigley,  being  then  out  of  funds,  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Penn.,  refusing  the  assistance  offered 
•by  friends.  He  continued  in  their  employ  eighteen 
years,  meanwhile  operating  on  his  own  account  in 
various  places,  notably  Duke  Center  and  LaFay- 
ette.  In  iSSS  he  came  to  Bowling  Green,  and 
! bought  out  a company  which  had  been  operating 
{ there,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  exclusively 
engaged  in  developing  this  field.  He  is  now  a 
large  shareholder  in  the  leading  producing  com- 
\ panies  in  Wood  county,  and  has  several  wells  of 
his  own. 

Mr.  Quigley  was  married  July  13,  (879,  at 
Duke  Center,  Penn. , to  Mrs.  Livia  Aldrich  Giles, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1S53.  They 
had  one  child,  Edna  G.,  who  died  September  29, 
1889.  aged  four  years.  A step-daughter  of  Mr. 
Quigley,  Miss  Hettie  Giles,  is  a successful  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bowling  Green.  Polit- 
cally,  Mr.  Quigley  is  a Republican ; socially,  he 
is  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Charles  F.  Redfern,  one  of  the  solid,  re- 
liable and  representative  agriculturists  of  Perry 
township,  residing  in  Section  32,  is  a native  of 
the  county,  born  January  22,  1854,  on  the 
old  Redfern  homestead,  near  Bloomdale.  and 
and  is  a son  of  Joseph  Redfern.  His  elementary 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools, 
which  were  quite  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  he  completed  his  studies  in  Oberlin 
College  in  1873  and  1874,  thus  securing  a good 
education,  which  fits  him  for  life's  practical 
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duties.  Under  his  father’s  able  instructions  he 
learned  the  best  methods  of  farming,  which  vo- 
cation he  has  always  followed. 

On  November  16,  1876,  in  Perry  township, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Redfern  and 
Miss  Emily  E.  Hyter,  a native  ot  that  township, 
and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (McKee)  | 
Hyter.  Three  children  grace  this  union — Ered  , 
H.,  Rolla  and  Bennie,  at  home. 

For  a short  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Red- 
fern  lived  w’ith  his  father-in-law,  after  which  he  j 
removed  to  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  oil  land  in  Section  32,  Perry  township. 
Since  1879  he  has  there  resided,  during  which 
time  he.  has  made  many  useful  and  substantial 
improvements.  Though  no  office-seeker,  he  is  an 
ardent  champion  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a man  of  remarkably  good  judgment,  sound 
common  sense  and  ability,  which  traits  have 
made  him  prosperous  and  influential,  and  the 
respect  in  which  he  is  held  is  due  to  his  high 
moral  character  and  disinterested  benevolence. 
Both  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  distinguished  for  their 
earnest  religious  character  and  firm  faith.  For  : 
fifteen  years  he  served  as  trustee,  and  has  been 
a class-leader-  and  steward. 

Samuel  R.  Light  is  one  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  the  business  interests  of  Portage; 
but  his  prominence  in  commercial  circles  is  by 
no  means  limited  by  his  years,  for  he  ranks  among 
the  most  progressive  citizens  of  the  place.  He 
was  born  December  26,  1871,  in  Weston,  Ohio, 
and  is  a son  of  Adam  Light,  a native  of  Bucyrus, 
Ohio,  and  a fanner  by  occupation.  In  his  native 
city  the  father  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucinda  Hocker,  and  afterward  removed  to  Wes- 
ton, where  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres, 
and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  manifested  his  loyalty  to 
the  Union  in  a way  that  could  not  be  mistaken. 

In  1861  he  joined  Company  K.  64th  O.  V.  I., 
and  served  until  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
faithfully  following  the  old  flag  on  many  a South- 
ern battle-field.  He  was  wounded,  a ball  passing 
through  his  head,  but  he  ultimately  recovered. 
His  death  occurred  in  1874.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  still  resides  in  Weston,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Morgan,  of  that  place.  Of  the  first 
union  there  were  three  children:  Frank,  who  is 

now  living  on  the  old  homestead;  Samuel  R.  and 
Daniel,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  a farmer 
of  Henry  county,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  review  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  near  his  home,  but  his  i 
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privileges  along  that  line  were  more  meager  than 
his  farm  training.  He  early  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agri- 
culturist, and  aided  in  the  farm  work  until  fifteen 
3'ears  of  age,  when  he  began  clerking  in  the  drug 
store  of  I).  L.  Aldrich,  of  Weston,  Ohio,  and 
made  a study  of  pharmacy.  For  five  years  he 
continued  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman,  and 
then  entered  the  Ada  Normal  School,  of  Ada, 
Ohio,  where  he  pursued  a two-years’  course. 
He  afterward  spent  one  year  in  the  Normal  Col- 
lege at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  then  took  a forty- 
weeks’,  course  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in  Ada, 
Ohio.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr. 
Light  went  to  Toledo,  where  he  secured  a clerk- 
ship in  a drug  store,  there  remaining  for  six- 
months.  In  February,  1894,  he  bought  out  a 
drug  store  in  Portage,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1895, 
removed  his  stock  of  goods  to  his  present  loca- 
tion. He  carries  a full  line  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries  and  drugs,  has  a well-equipped  estab- 
lishment, and  is  doing  a good  business,  having 
secured  an  excellent  trade  by  his  courteous  treat- 
ment and  honorable  dealing. 

On  June  10,  1894,  in  Milton  Center,  Wood 
county,  Mr.  Light  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emma  Rickly,  and  immediately  afterward  located 
in  Portage,  wffiere  they  have  since  made  their 
home.  One  son,  Ralph  Emerson,  was  born  to 
them  on  November  28,  1895,  but  died  August 
28,  1896.  They  have  many  friends,  and  occupy 
a high  position  in  social  circles.  Mr.  Light  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  in  politics  is  a Republican.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising, progressive  man,  wide-awake,  and  indus- 
trious, and  his  present  successes  indicate  still 
greater  prosperity  in  the  future. 

Erastus  Bossler,  a well-to-do  and  highly 
esteemed  farmer  of  Portage  township,  was  born 
September  20,  1851,  in  Perry  township,  this 
county,  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Tobias 
Bossier. 

Tobias  Bossier  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  there,  in  Westmoreland  county,  married 
Catharine  Slatterbeck,  also  a native  of  that  State. 
In  184G  the  parents  migrated  to  Ohio,  settling  on 
a farm  here  in  Section  iS.  Perry  township,  which 
contained  160  acres,  Mr.  Bossier  paying  the  pre- 
vious owner  $7.00  per  acre  for  it.  Their  first 
home  was  a rudely  constructed  log  house,  in 
keeping  with  all  its  surroundings,  for  the  farm 
was  still  practically  a wilderness,  and  it  took 
many  years  of  hard  labor  to  convert  it  into  the 
fine  farm  it  now  is.  Mr.  Bossier  was  a moderate 
sized  man,  but  strong  and  robust,  and  he  lived 
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through  all  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of 
pioneer  life'  to  a good  old  age,  being  seventy-nine 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was 
caused  by  a stroke  of  paralysis.  He  passed  his 
later  years  in  Millgrove,  retired  from  work, 
though  he  was  always  active.  His  first  wife  died 
on  the  farm  in  1878,  and  in  1880  he  wedded 
Matilda  Campbell,  but  no  children  were  born  to 
their  union.  To  the  first  marriage  came  children 
as  follows:  Henry,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 

vania, and  now  lives  in  Florida  (on  August  15, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  111th  O.  V.  I., 
was  a'ppointed  sergeant  September  9,  1862,  and 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war);  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried James  Valance,  and  died  in  Bloom  township; 
John,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania,  whither  he  re- 
turned after  coming  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  (he 
served  in  the  57th  Regiment);  Jonas,  who  became 
a member  of  the  8th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  the 
service,  being  wounded  at  Antietam;  Mary,  who 
married  Orrin  Henry,  and  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Hattie,  who  married  Thomas  Henry,  and  died  in 
Perry  township;  George,  who  died  in  Bloom 
township;  Eliza  J.  (the  first  member  of  the  family 
born  in  Wood  county),  who  married  Samuel  Mc- 
Cormick, and  died  in  Pemberville;  Erastus;  and 
Ella,  Mrs.  James  Dindore,  of  Perry  township. 
The  parents  both  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  Mill- 
grove  cemetery.  Mr.  Bossier  was  a Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  but  took  no  part  whatever 
in  party  affairs,  giving  all  his  time  to  his  family 
and  home  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  affiliated  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  were  highly  res- 
pected by  all  who  knew  them. 

Erastus  Bossier  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  the  home  farm,  and  during  his  earlier 
years  attended  school  a few  months  in  the  winter 
time.  But  there  was  plenty  of  work  for  him  at 
home,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  help  with  the  farm 
work  he  seldom  attended  school.  Up  to  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  lived  at  home  altogether, 
and  he  then  went  to  Fremont,  Sandusky  county, 
to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade,  continuing  at  that  un- 
til his  employer  failed,  when  he  returned  home. 
On  September  13,  1878,  Mr.  Bossier  was  mar- 
ried, in  Findlay,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Minerva  Adams, 
who  was  born  on  a farm  in  Section  2,  Bloom 
township,  daughter  of  David  and  Lucinda’(Henry) 
Adams.  He  then  located  on  the  home  farm 
in  Perry  township,  which  he  had  previously 
worked  on  shares,  renting  it  for  three  years,  and 
subsequently  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  35, 
Portage  township,  of  which  forty  acres  were 
cleared,  but  the  only  building  was  a log  dwelling. 
Mr.  Bossier  went  into  debt  $1,400  for  this  tract, 
and  he  immediately  set  to  work  to  make  it  pro- 


! ductive,  succeeding  so  well  that  he  now  has  one 
i of  the  best  farms  in  the  vicinity.  In  1SS2  he 
erected  the  comfortable  home  which  the  family 
now  occupy,  and  in  1 SS 3 built  a good  barn,  be- 
sides which  there  are  other  buildings  and  many 
improvements  which  testify  to  the  thrift  of  the 
owner  and  enhance  the  value  and  appearance  of 
the  farm.  He  has  added  forty  acres  to  the  orig- 
inal purchase,  his  place  now  comprising  120  acres 
of  good  land.  Mr.  Bossier  is  a hard  worker,  and 
| has  a reputation  among  his  neighbors  for  industry 
1 and  good  management,  of  which  he  may  well  be 
proud.  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bossier  have  had  children  as 
follows:  Arthur  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 

years),  Fay  T..  Etta  P. , Floyd  L.  and  Henry  O. 
They  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but,  though  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs,  he  is  not  active  in  politics, 
preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  agricultural  in- 
terests exclusively. 

James  Frusher  was  born  December  iS, 
1839,  in  Norfolk  county,  England,  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Frances  (Lois)  Frusher,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Monroeville, 
Huron  Co..  Ohio,  when  our  subject  was  twelve 
years  old.  In  1855,  the  family  removed  to  Wood 
county,  and  took  up  their  residence  on  the  plank 
road  near  Perrysburg,  where  the  father  died  in 
1S63,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  the  mother 
surviving  him  until  about  twelve  years  ago. 
Three  of  their  children  were  reared  in  this  coun- 
try, namety:  Thomas;  James,  our  subject;  and 

Frances,  who  is  now  Mrs.  James  Byrn. 

James  Frusher  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  obtained  such  schooling  as  was 
possible  in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality. 
He  had  scarcely  attained  his  majority  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  he  at  once  offered  his 
services  for  the  defense  of  the  government,  en- 
listing August  8,  1 86 1,  in  Company  A,  14th  O.  V. 
I.,  and  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  first  discharged  in  1863,  but  veteranized  and 
continued  in  the  army  until  his  final  discharge 
1 on  July  i 1.  1865,  after  peace  had  been  declared. 

During  this  time  he  took  part  in  many  important 
j battles,  among  them,  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Mission 
Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  Chickamauga,  and 
Resaca.  He  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea, 
and  entered  Savannah  about  Christmas. 

On  October  1 1, 1867,  Mr.  Frusher  was  married 
! to  Miss  Laura  M.  Tracy,  and  three  children  have 
| been  born  of  this  union:  Chester  W.  died  at 

1 the  age  of  one  year  and  ten  months;  Edith  M. 

1 married  John  M.  Pope,  and  has  one  child — Win- 
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ifred  Dorothy;  Winifred  is  now  teaching  in  Plano, 
111.  These'  daughters  have  received  superior 
educational  advantages,  and  with  their  mother 
are  among  the  brightest  and  most  highly  cultured 
women  in  the  community. 

Mrs.  Frusher  was  born  in  Blandford,  Hamp- 
den Co.,  Mass.,  November  16,  1844,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Avery  and  Polly  Ann  (Lathrope)  Tracy.  Her 
paternal  grandfather  was  a soldier  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  on  Long  Island  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  there.  He  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Blandford,  the  town  being- 
named  for  the  ship  which  brought  the  people  of 
the  colony  over.  He  left  a family,  of  which  the 
following  record  is  given:  Henry  died  in  Well- 

ington, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Levi  has  been  lost 
trace  of  by  the  family;  Roswell  Watson  died  of 
yellow  fever  in  Savannah,  Ga. ; Bathena  died  in 
Massachusetts;  Emily  married  Myron  Hawley, 
and  lives  in  Huntington,  Lorain  county;  Avery, 
father  of  Mrs.  Frusher,  was  the  youngest  child 
of  this  family.  He  was  born  and  educated  in 
Blandford,  Mass. ; his  first  wife  was  Charlotte 
Shepherd,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Polly 
Ann  Lathrope.  They  came  to  Ohio  when  their 
daughter,  Laura  M.,  was  a child,  locating  first 
in  Lorain  county,  and  later  removing  to  Perrys- 
burg,  where  the  father  died  in  1877,  at  a good 
old  age,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  1790. 
He  was  originally  a Whig,  and  on  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Polly  Ann  Lathrope  was  born 
in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Winsted, 
that  State,  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children  — 
Charlotte,  who  died  in  early  youth;  Frederick 
H.,  living  in  Winsted,  Conn.;  Laura  M.,  now  Mrs. 
Frusher;  and  Ellen  A.,  the  wife  of  John  Hood, 
of  Perrysburg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frusher,  with  their  family, 
have  a large  circle  of  friends,  and  hold  a promi- 
nent place  in  the  community. 

Thomas  Crosse,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Center  township,  residing  near  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  July  13,  1846,  in  the  County  of  Hereford, 
England.  His  father,  James  Crosse,  a native  of 
the  same  place,  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Tew,  and  had  nine  children:  James, 
who  lives  in  England;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Har- 
riet, who  resides  in  England;  Susanna,  deceased; 
John,  who  resides  in  England;  Thomas,  our  sub- 
ject; and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  1871,  and  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  only  five  years. 


Mr.  Crosse  received  a good  education  in  his 
early  days,  and  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  until 
the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  became  a member  of 
the  police  of  the  County  of  Hereford,  England.  In 
August,  1874,  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Wood 
county,  where  he  worked  for  the  first  two  years 
on  a farm  in  Center  township.  He  then  bought 
fifty  acres  of  laud  in  the  same  township,  which 
he  improved,  putting  in  tiling  and  ditches,  plant- 
ing an  orchard,  and  erecting  suitable  buildings. 
Later  he  added  eighty  acres  to  the  original  pur- 
chase, the  farm  being  all  under  good  cultivation 
at  the  present  time.  He  was  married  in  England, 
in  1870,  to  Miss  Emily  Luggar,  who  was  born 
March  3,  1846.  They  have  seven  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Alice  L. , 
December  28,  1872,  the  wife  of  Henry  Nixon,  a 
farmer  of  Van  Wert  county;  Rosa  A. , February 
21,  1875;  Albert  S.,  November  28,  1876;  Minnie 
G.,  October  30,  1878;  May  F.,  April  2,  r8So; 
Thomas  E.,  February  18,  1882,  and  Earnest  J., 
November  18,  18S8,  all,  except  the  eldest,  being 
at  home. 

Mr.  Crosse  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
always  taken  a deep  interest  in  all  public  questions 
and  in  local  affairs,  serving  nine  years  as  school 
director.  He  and  his  family  are  leading  members 
of  the  U.  B.  Church  at  Maple  Grove,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  first  trustees,  and  he  has  been  the 
superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school  for  ten  years. 

Noah  Baightel,  a farmer  and  fruit  grower 
of  Washington  township,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
July  13,  1S43,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(King)  Baightel,  whose  family  numbered  six  chil- 
dren— Emmet,  who  died  in  Frederick  county. 
Md.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Ezra,  who  died 
in  Carroll  county,  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  Uriah, 
a resident  of  Nevada  City,  Cal.;  Isaiah,  who  died 
in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  Jonas,  a resident  of 
Frederick  count)',  Md. ; and  Noah.  • The  parents 
were  of  German  lineage.  The  father  was  a 
cooper  by  trade,  but  made  milling  his  life  wo  k 
His  death  occurred  in  Maryland,  in  1846,  and  his 
wife  died  in  Maryland,  July  13,  1S94. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  and  remained  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  In  1870  he 
removed  to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  for 
eleven  years  operated  a rented  farm  near  Fre- 
mont. In  1SS1,  he  went  to  Putnam  county, 
where  he  purchased  and  improved  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  sold  eighteen  months  later, 
i He  next  came  to  Wood  county,  and  having  pur- 
1 chased  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  in  Wash- 
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ington  township  has  here  since  made  his  home, 
devoting  his  energies  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land 
which  is  now  most  highly  improved. 

In  1873,  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  Mr.  Baightel 
married  Caroline  Hite,  a widow.  Her  father 
belonged  to  an  old  Virginia  family,  and  was  twice 
married;  by  his  first  wife  he  was  the  father  of 
.twelve  children,  and  eight  children  graced  his 
second  marriage;  and  her  mother  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1827.  They  had  the  following 
children — Noah,  a resident  of  Henry  county, 
Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  T.  Minkuits;  Uriah,  of  Iowa; 
Josiah,  deceased;  Phcebe  Ann,  wife  of  M.  Bundy, 
of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  and  David,  of  Balti- 
more. Mr.  Hite  died  near  Fremont  in  1862.  He 
was  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  a minister  of  that  denomination.  He  and 
his  three  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  Hite  married  Rob- 
ert Vanaman,  by  whom  she  had  two  children — 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Harrison  Clay;  and  Chester  Le- 
roy, formerly  of  Putnam  county,  who  died  May 
29.  1891. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baightel  were  born  two 
children — George  D.,  born  May  19.  1876,  seems 
to  possess  much  natural  talent  for  art.  and  if  he 
develops  this  will  undoubtedly  do  some  most 
creditable  work.  He  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Good  Templars  of  Tontogany. 
Eva  E. , born  February  20,  1887,  is  still  in  school. 
Mr.  Baightel  is  a stalwart  Republican,  always 
voting  the  ticket  of  the  part}7,  in  whose  principles 
he  so  firmly  believes. 

E.  B.  Wilcox.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  one  of  the  enterprising,  intelligent  and  in- 
fluential business  men  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  November  12, 
1854,  and  is  a son  of  Sterling  and  Nancy  (Bush) 
Wilcox. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga county,  N.  Y. , January  9,  1827,  and  came 
to  Ohio  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  settling  in 
York  township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he 
was  married;  he  died  December  15,  1889,  near 
Hastings,  Mich.,  when  over  sixty-two  years  old. 
H is  wife  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  where  she 
was  born  in  1824,  but  was  reared  in  Sandusky 
county,  and  is  now  making  her  home  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio.  To  this  worthy  couple,  eight  chil- 
dren were  born,  as  follows:  Otis  lives  in  Mich- 

igan, near  Hastings;  Phoebe  died  when  two  years 
old,  and  Freeman  when  a year  and  a half  old; 
Lydia  is  the  wife  cf  Isaac  Van  Voorhis,  and  lives 
in  Howell  county,  Mo. ; E.  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Amos,  of 


: Portage  township,  Wood  county;  Frederick  died 
I when  eighteen  years  old,  and  Elmer  resides  with 
his  mother  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  near 
Clyde,  Ohio,  and  when  fourteen  years  old  came 
1 to  Wood  county  where  he  worked  on  a farm  near 
Portage  township,  at  the  same  time  attending- 
i the  district  school.  When  about  twenty-eight 
years  old  he  went  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a 
j farm  near  Hastings,  where  he  spent  four  years, 
during  that  time  being  united  in  marriage,  March 
13,  1888,  with  Miss  Lou  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Barry  county,  that  State,  April  22,  1S67.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Blanche, 
Beatrice  and  Mildred. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilcox  removed 
to  Bowling  Green,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888  became 
a partner  with  S.  Becker  in  the  livery  business, 
in  which  he  remained  until  August  of  the  follow- 
ing year.  He  had  in  the  meantime  taken  the 
agency  for  the  Grasser  & Brand  Brewing  Com- 
pany, of  Toledo,  and  after  giving  up  the  livery 
business  devoted  his  attention  to  the  interests  of 
this  company,  also  putting  up  a small  ice  house 
on  the  lot  adjoining  his  residence,  and  engaging- 
in  the  sale  of  pure  lake  ice.  He  has  lately  built 
a large  ice  house  with  cold  storage  for  beer,  etc., 
and  is  doing  a flourishing  business.  During  1894 
he  sold  over  thirteen  hundred  barrels  of  beer  for 
the  brewing  company,  and  had  12,580  tons  of 
i lake  ice  stored  in  his  ice  house.  This  is  located 
on  the  C.  H.  & D.  railway,  where  he  owns  eighty 
feet  of  coal  sheds,  and  handles  the  Jackson,  Ohio, 
soft  coal  and  Lehigh  Valley  hard  coal.  He  also 
handles  all  kinds  of  soft  drinks  for  the  Hoppe  & 
Strube  Mineral  Water  Co.,  and  is  agent  for  the 
L.  Z.  Foerster  Co.,  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  brew- 
ers. He  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing men  of  Bowling  Green,  and  contributes  liber- 
ally to  whatever  is  of  public  interest.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  K.  of  P. 

Adam  E.  Leydorf,  a leading  agriculturist 
and  influential  politician  of  Perrysburg  township, 
i was  born  May  25,  1856,  in  Ersrode,  Hessen 
Nassau,  Germany,  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for 
many  centuries.  Fred  Leydorf,  father  of  our 
j subject,  was  born  there  October  1,  1822,  and 
married  Katie  Eve  Sdippig,  also  a native  of 
that  province,  born  January  27,  1823.  He  came 
to  America  with  his  family  in  1865.  and  located 
first  at  Hull  Prairie;  but  after  one  year  moved  to 
Perrysburg  township,  on  the  Findlay  pike,  where 
he  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  cleared 
and  cultivated  the  farm  on  which  he  still  resides. 
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H e is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  sturdy  j 
German  settlers  in  this  vicinity,  remarkable  for  1 
his  physical  strength,  doing  the  work  of  a man  of 
middle  age,  notwithstanding  his  seventy-four 
years.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  a member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  exemplifying  his  Christian 
faith  in  his  daily  life.  To  Mr.  Leydorf  and  his 
wife  were  born  five  children,  namely:  Dora  E.,  i 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Mutchler,  of  Middleton  town-  j 
ship;  John  C. , a resident  of  Perrysburg;  Mary  E.,  I 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Artz,  of  Chicago  Junction; 
Adam  E.,  our  subject,  and  Henry  C.,  a well- 
driller  imthis  county. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  county,  attending  the  district  schools  near 
his  home,  and  the  German  school  at  Haskins. 
Practical  work  on  the  farm  and  in  his  father’s 
shop  taught  him  the  all-important  lesson  of  earn- 
ing a livelihood.  He  followed  the  blacksmith’s  j 
trade  for  seven  years,  and  has  a shop  on  his  farm 
now,  but  his  attention  has  been  given  chiefly  to  1 
the  cultivation  of  his  seventy'  acres  of  fine  land,  ■ 
which  he  works  by’  the  most  improved  methods. 

A man  of  keen  and  active  intellect,  he  takes  j 
great  interest  in  all  public  measures,  and  is  one  ■ 
of  the  influential  workers  in  the  Democratic  party  I 
in  this  locality.  He  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  township  trustee,  and  has  discharged  this 
and  every  other  trust  committed  to  him,  with  a 
faithfulness  and  discretion  which  have  still  fur-  i 
ther  strengthened  him  in  the  confidence  of  the  j 
community. 

On  January'  17,  1882,  Mr.  Leydorf  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.  Landefeld,  who  was  born 
in  Oberthalhausen,  Germany,  June  12,  1859. 
They  had  five  children,-  whose  names  with  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows:  P'red  G.,  August  15,  j 
[883;  Henry  J.,  November  10,  1885;  Cris.  C., 
November  18,  18S8;  Annie  M.,  March  19,  1891, 
and  Louise  E.,  October  15,  1894.  Mr.  Leydorf 
and  his  family'  follow  the  religious  faith  of  his 
forefathers,  and  adhere  to  the  German  Reformed 
Church. 

Jacob  Bair,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Wood 
county,  was  born  in  York  county,  Penn.,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1835,  and  ‘s  the  sou  Jacob  Bair,  who 
was  a farmer  in  York  county,  and  there  died 
September  25,  1845.  The  death  of  Mr.  Bair 
left  his  widow  with  four  children  and  a small 
amount  of  property.  In  the  fall  of  1848, she  and 
her  family  moved  to  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
where  some  former  neighbors  lived.  In  the  j 
spring  of  1849,  Mrs.  Bair  removed  to  Jackson 
township,  Seneca  county’,  where  she  bought 


eighty  acres  of  land,  paying  part  cash  for  it. 
Later  she  sold  this,  and  came  to  Montgomery 
township,  where  she  bought  eighty’  acres  of  land. 
She  subsequently  moved  to  Fostoria,  where  she 
died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Her 
children  were  as  follows:  Susan,  now  Mrs. 

Nicholas  Burchard,  of  Fostoria;  Jacob,  our  sub- 
ject; Lydia,  who  married  Henry  Wollam,  of 
Portage  township;  George,  of  Hancock  county, 
Washington  township. 

Oursubject, being  the  eldest  son  of  his  widowed 
mother,  assumed  the  responsibility  of  a father 
while  still  young,  so  that  his  chances  for  getting 
an  education  were  limited.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  his  marriage.  The  first  property 
he  ever  owned  was  a half  interest  in  a sawmill, 
in  Montgomery  township,  and  it  was  while  work- 
ing here  that  he  was  married.  August  2,  1863,  at 
Freeport,  to  Miss  Sarah  Graham,  who  was  born 
October  1,  1842,  in  Portage  township,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Leiler)  Graham.  After 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Bair  located  in  Montgomery 
township,  in  an  old  plank  house  that  stood  near 
his  sawmill.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  eighty’ 
acres  in  Portage  township,  which  he  bought  of 
an  acquaintance.  The  latter  deceived  him,  as  a 
mortgage  of  $500  was  on  the  property,  which  re- 
sulted in  our  subject  being  forced  to  sell  it.  He 
lived  awhile  in  Fostoria,  and  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  thereuntil  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  laid 
him  up  for  a year.  Upon  recovering,  he  moved 
to  the  Graham  home  farm  in  Portage  township, 
where  he  farmed  for  two  years.  In  1S68,  he 
bought,  in  Section  34,  Montgomery  township, 
eighty  acres  of  land,  with  a log  house  on  it, 
which  had  to  be  roofed  before  it  could  be  occu- 
pied. In  December,  1868,  he  moved  to  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  at  that  time  had  only  two  build- 
ings, a log  cabin  and  a barn.  Twenty-four  acres 
had  been  chopped  over,  but  they’  were  in  no  shape 
for  farming,  and  considerable  work  was  required 
before  the  land  was  in  proper  condition.  Mr. 
Bair  has  added  to  his  farm  at  different  times  until 
now  he  has  240  acres,  and  he  also  owns  five  town 
lots  in  Hatton.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
him  and  his  wife:  George  A.,  a farmer  in  Mont- 

gomery township;  and  Irene  M.,  at  home.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Bair  has  always  been  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party’.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  director  in  District  No.  5.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
at  West  Millgrove,  where  he  is  a trustee.  Aside 
from  the  $2,800  received  by  his  wife  from  her 
father’s  estate,  his  property  is  the  result  of  his  own 
industry,  economy  and  business  sagacity-  He'  is 
a well-known  citizen,  an  excellent  neighbor. 
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highly  respected  by  everyone.  His  good  wife  has 
been  of  much  assistance  to  him  in  his  endeavors. 

George  A.  Bair,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Section  36,  Portage  township,  January  6, 
1868.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
time,  and  was  reared  to  the  duties  of  a farmer’s 
boy.  fie  remained  at  home,  helping  his  father, 
until  December  22,  1889,  when  he  was  married, 
in  Bowling  Green,  to  Miss  Carrie  M.  Pelton,  a 
native  of  Perry,  where  she  was  born  October  27, 
1870,  the  daughter  of  Henry  }.  and  Amanda 
(Baird)  Pelton.  Mr.  Bair  first  located  on  a por- 
tion of  his  father’s  farm,  there  remaining  until 
February,  1S92,  when  he  moved  to  his  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Section  33,  Montgomery 
township.  Here  he  is  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing, and,  having  been  well  instructed  in  the  busi- 
ness, under  his  father,  has  prospered  in  his  voca- 
tion, and  is  now  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
farmers  in  the  county.  He  is  a straightforward, 
honorable  man,  a hard  worker,  and  is  on  the 
highway  to  financial  success.  Mr.  Bair  has  two 
children:  Charles  j.,  born  March  10,  1891.  and 

Jacob  P. , born  August  9,  1895.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office. 

Fred  Burgess,  a prominent  young  agricult- 
urist of  Webster  township,  residing  near  Fenton, 
was  born  November  7,  1861,  son  of  O.  S.  and 
Sarah  (Myers)  Burgess,  well-known  and  highly 
respected  residents  of  Webster  township. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  near  the  old  homestead,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  having  thoroughly  learned  the  busi- 
ness of  practical  farming  at  home,  he  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Webster  township,  and  be- 
gan to  improve  it.  In  1886  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Eva  C.  Van  Pelt,  of  Bowling  Green,  a lady 
of  fine  mental  culture  and  genial  nature.  She 
was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  August  28,1859, 
the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Henrietta  (Anglaire) 
Van  Pelt.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Sylvania, 
Ohio,  and  a shoemaker  by  trade;  her  mother  was 
a native  of  Paris,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
was  teaching  music  and  French  in  Cincinnati. 
The  first  years  of  their  married  life  were  spent  in 
Iowa,  but  they  later  removed  to  Bowling-Green, 
Ohio.  Here,  in  1877.  Mrs.  Van  Pelt  died  of  grief 
over  the  sudden  death  of  her  fourteen-year-old 
son,  Willie,  who  was  killed  in  a runaway  in  To- 
ledo (where  he  lived  with  an  uncle).  Mr.  Van- 
Pelt  married,  for  his  second  wife.  Josephine  Frame, 
by  whom  he  has  had  four  children  — Floyd,  Lula, 
Eda  and  Vera.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mrs.  Burgess  pur- 


chased a farm  of  : 20  acres,  which,  with  what  Mr. 
Burgess  had  previously  secured,  now  makes  one 
of  the  finest  estates  in  the  vicinity;  they  also  own 
a nice  house  and  lot  in  Bowling  Green.  Mr. 
Burgess  devotes  his  attention  chiefly  to  stock- 
raising,  and  especially  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
horses.  His  home  is  a charming  one,  the  social 
center  for  a refined  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mrs. 
Burgess  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  her  rare  gifts  and  accomplishments  make  her 
prominent  in  the  society  of  that  locality.  Three 
children  gladden  this  home:  Mary  B.,  born 

March  21,  1887;  Lavada  Carmelite,  born  July 
1 7,  1889;  and  Luella  Alphia,  born  October  3, 
1891. 

Mr.  Burgess  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is 
actively  interested  in  all  local  affairs,  serving  as 
school  director  for  several  terms.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Middleton  Lodge,  of  Dun- 
bridge,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Rebekah 
Lodge  of  the  same  city. 

O.  N.  Bryant,  the  postmaster  at  Prairie  De- 
pot, comes  of  the  old  well-known  family  of  that 
name,  and  was  born  in  Prairie  Depot  August  25, 
1854.  His  parents  were  William  R.  and  Melissa 
(Sherman)  Bryant. 

Our  subject’s  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools,  his  first  teacher  being  Mr. 
William  Vetter.  Later  he  attended  the  academy 
| at  Fostoria,  where  J.  Fraise  Richard  was  princi- 
pal. Mr.  Bryant  taught  three  terms  of  school, 

| beginning  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  On  De- 
cember 23,  1875,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lucy  Shue,  who  is  a native  of  Montgomery 
township,  born  in  Section  23.  a daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Kizer)  Shue,  early  set- 
tlers of  that  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  re- 
sided on  his  father’s  farm  for  a short  time,  and 
then  went  to  Jerry  City  with  his  brother,  Di. 
W.  Bryant.  Our  subject  remained  in  that  town 
several  years,  engaged  in  trading,  and  for  four 
years  holding  the  office  of  postmaster.  He  then 
returned  to  Prairie  Depot  and  resumed  farming. 
After  a time  he  began  clerking  for  Palmer  Bran- 
dow,  a dealer  in  general  merchandise,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  he  sold  out,  and  then  accepted 
a position  with  II.  L.  Hathaway.  His  last  po- 
sition as  a clerk  was  with  O.  A.  Diver;  a merchant 
of  Prairie  Depot.  On  October  ! , 1 893,  Mr.  Bryant 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Prairie  Depot,  which 
position  he  at  present  fills,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  a hard  worker,  interested  in  his  p ir- 
ty’s  success,  and,  although  no  office  seeker,  is 
foremost  in  the  Democratic  ranks  in  his  portion 
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of  the  county.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk 
of  Montgomery,  and  was  corporation  clerk  while 
at  Jerry  City. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  a charter  member  of  Petroleum 
Lodge  No.  499,  K.  of  P.,  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , 
and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Rebekah 
Lodge,  all  of  Prairie  Depot.  Mrs.  Bryant  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  have  one  child,  Ober  \V.,  who  was  born 
August  8,  1880,  and  is  at  home.  Our  subject 
owns  considerable  real  estate  in  Prairie  Depot, 
and  is  an  excellent  citizen,  wide-awake  and 
popular. 

Charles  W.  Smith,  one  of  the  energetic 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship, resides  upon  the  well-improved  farm  which 
he  owns  in  Section  18.  There  he  has  spent  his 
entire  life,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  place 
November  2,  1855,  and  since  old  enough  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  with  most  excellent  results.  He  is 
honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  community, 
which  looks  upon  him  as  one  of  its  most  wide- 
awake' farmers  and  model  citizens. 

Thomas  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  1 1,  1823,  in  East  Union  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  the  eldest  son 
and  third  child  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Wither- 
spoon) Smith,  who  had  located  in  that  county 
about  1818.  Charles  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  in  which 
State  the  family  had  been  founded  in  America, 
but  he  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  death  occurred.  It  was  in  April,  1834, 
that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  arrived  in 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  where  he 
built  a cabin  in  Section  8,  but  most  of  his  land 
was  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  17.  He 
brought  with  him  three  of  his  children — Sarah, 
Thomas  and  Samuel,  and  after  his  home  was 
prepared,  returned  and  brought  the  remainder  of 
the  family,  in  June  following.  Later  he  built  a 
log  house  upon  his  land  in  Section  17,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  having  at 
that  time  160  acres,  and  leaving  his  widow  and 
family  comfortabl}’  provided  for.  He  was  a man 
of  ordinary  build,  but  was  never  robust  on  ac- 
count of  an  accident  in  early  life.  He  was  one 
of  the  representative  pioneers  of  the  township, 
and  a stalwart  Democrat  it  politics.  Mrs.  Smith 
lived  to  be  nearly  ninety  years  of  ago,  and  at 
her  death  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband 
in  West  Millgrove  cemetery.  All  of  her  children 
were  living  at  that  time,  and  attended  her  funeral. 
They  are  as  follows:  Sarah,  widow  of  William 


A.  Pryor,  of  Prairie  Depot,  Wood  county;  Nancy, 

1 widow  of  Hosea  Henry,  of  Perry  township,  this 
j county;  Thomas,  father  of  our  subject;  Samuel, 
i of  Montgomery  township;  Charles,  of  Milton 
township,  Wood  county;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
David  Lusk,  of  Prairie  Depot. 

Thomas  Smith  was  quite  small  when  he  ac- 
i companied  his  parents  to  this  county,  where, 
during  his  youth,  he  experienced  all  the  trials  and 
difficulties  of  pioneer  life.  Schools  had  not  yet 
been  established,  and  his  education  was  therefore 
quite  meager.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  Montgomery  township,  P'ebruary  24, 
184-7,  to  Miss  Jane  McGill,  who  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  born  near  Glasgow,  June  9,  1823. 

When  ten  years  old  she  came  with  her  father, 
John  McGill,  to  the  United  States,  where  the 
parents  died  of  cholera  soon  afterward,  at  Tiffin, 
Ohio.  She  then  made  her  home  with  a Mr. 
McDowell,  of  Carey,  Ohio,  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  when  she  came  to  Montgomery  township, 
making  her  home  here  with  her  sister  Mary,  wife 
of  Thomas  Adams,  until  her  marriage. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  began  housekeep- 
ing upon  the  same  farm  where  he  now  resides,  in 
a small  log  house  that  stood  just  north  of  his 
present  home.  There  they  lived  until  called 
from  this  life,  the  mother  dying  August  18,  1874, 
and  the  father  March  29,  1892.  Their  remains 
were  interred  at  West  Millgrove,  Ohio.  Their 
family  comprised  the  following  children:  Mary, 

the  wife  of  Daniel  Hile,  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship; Charles  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ellen, 
now  Mrs.  W.  G.  Lawhead,  of  Portage  township. 
Wood  county;  and  Ida,  wife  of  Stephen  Morgan, 
of  Montgomery  township.  In  his  political  views 
the  father  was  a Republican,  and  he  was  an  up- 
right, honorable  man,  one  who  had  the  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

The  district  schools  afforded  our  subject  his 
educational  advantages.  Being  the  only  son  he 
early  became  familiar  with  the  duties  that  fall  to 
the  lot  of  an  agriculturist,  and  his  entire  life  has 
; been  passed  upon  the  old  family  homestead, 
which  he  purchased  of  the  other  heirs.  On  March 
30,  1879,  in  Montgomery  township,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Edna 
Hastings,  a native  of  that  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Hastings.  She  passed  away 
August  30,  1880,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  West  Millgrove.  In  politics  Mr 
i Smith  is  a Republican,  with  no  aspirations  for 
1 office.  He  is  largely  interested  in  any  movement 
that  is  for  the  improvement  of  the  township  and 
i county,  or  that  will  elevate  or  benefit  the  people 
: among  whom  he  lives. 
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Daniel  M.  Yates,  one  of  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  Perry  township,  was  born  in 
Sycamore  township,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Craun)  Yates. 

Thomas  Yates  was  a native  of  West  Virginia, 
was  the  son  of  poor  parents,  and  had  to  rely  on 
his  own  efforts  for  a start  in  life.  He  was  married 
in  Seneca,  Ohio,  and  bought  a small  farm  of  sixty- 
five  acres  in  Wyandot  county,  where  he  resided 
until  the  fall  of  i860,  when  he  located  in  Section 
7,  Perry  township,  on  160  acres  of  land.  He 
cleared  forty  acres  of  this,  and  built  a log  house, 
in  which  he  and  his  wife  lived.  Their  children 
were  John  \ V . , who  was  a member  of  Company 
H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Nashville, 
December  16,  1864;  he  had  been  appointed  first 
sergeant  November  2,  1864.  Thomas  E.,  of 
West  Millgrove.  Sarah  J.,  who  married  F.  R. 
Sherman,  of  Charlotte,  Mich.  Daniel  M.,  our 
subject.  William  L.,  of  Butler,  Ind.  Lewis 
L. , a farmer  in  Perry  township.  Ruth  E.,  de- 
ceased. Henry  and  Andrew,  twins— Henry  be- 
ing now  in  Henry  county,  and  Andrew  in  Perry 
township.  James  A.,  residing  in  Perry  township. 
Mr.  Y ates  resided  in  Section  7 until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  aged  seventy-four 
years.,  His  wife  died  when  seyenty-two  years 
old,  and  was  buried  in  West  Millgrove.  Mr. 
Yates  was  spare  in  build,  taller  than  the  average 
man,  and  capable  of  a great  deal  of  hard  work. 
In  his  youth  he  had  been  employed  in  a distillery 
and  tobacco  factory,  but  was  always  strictly 
temperate  and  a friend  to  the  cause.  Politically 
he  was  at  one  time  a Democrat,  then  he  joined 
the  Republican  ranks;  but  toward  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  was  a strong  sympathizer  with  the 
Prohibition  movement.  For  sixty  years  he  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  class- 
leader  and  steward,  and  foremost  in  all  Church 
work. 

Daniel  M.  Yates  was  reared  a farmer’s  boy, 
working  out  at  various  places  and  attaining  such 
education  as  was  afforded  by  the  district  schools. 
He  lived  at  home  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted,  August  15,  1861,  in 
Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  O. 
B.  Hays.  FI  is  first  fight  was  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  after  which  he  participated  in  all  the  en- 
gagements with  his  regiment.  After  his  time  had 
expired  he  re-enlisted,  and  was  appointed  cor- 
poral November  1,  1864,  and  sergeant  April  15, 
1865.  He  remained  with  his  regiment  continual- 
ly, and  only  missed  one  battle  (Chickamauga), 
at  which  time  he  was  with  the  ambulance  corps. 
During  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  from  Chatta- 


nooga, he  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a minie 
ball,  which,  had  it  struck  one  inch  lower,  would 
have  caused  instant  death;  as  it  was,  he  was  able 
to  report  for  duty  the  next  day.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  November  30,  1 So 5 , after  a 
service  of  four  years  and  six  months,,  and  then 
came  to  Wood  county.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 28,  1872,  in  Perry  township,  to  Miss  Ella 
Kiger,  who  was  born  in  that  township  June  2, 
1854,  a daughter  of  Josiah  and  Eleanor  (Kelley) 
Kiger,  the  former  of  whom  was  an  early  settler  of 
Perry  township. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Yates,  with  his 
brother' William,  bought  120  acres  of  the  “home 
farm, " which  they  cultivated  together.  Later 
our  subject  bought  out  his  brother,  and  when  he 
was  married  went  to  housekeeping  on  the  Kiger 
farm.  He  afterward  bought  his  brother's  inter- 
est in  the  120  acres  which  they  first  bought,  and 
he  has  since  purchased  the  remaining  forty  acres 
of  the  quarter  section.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yates 
have  come  the  following  children:  Josiah  C., 

born  October  14,  1874,  is  a farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship; Thomas  H.,  August  24,  1878,  at  home; 
Dwight  R. , June  8,  1881,  at  home;  Roxie  E., 
February  9,  1886,  at  home.  Mrs.  Yates  died 
October  17,  18S8,  and  is  buried  at  West  Mill- 
grove.  Our  subject  now  has  162  acres  of  his 
own,  and  has,  since  1872,  looked  after  160  acres 
of  the  Kiger  farm.  He  also  has  five  town  lots 
and  two  acres  of  land  in  West  Millgrove,  on 
which  are  three  houses.  He  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  he  first  ran  for  President,  and  he 
has  served  two  terms  as  trustee  of  Perry  town- 
ship. He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
as  was  also  his  wife,  and  belongs  to  Yates  Post, 
G.  A.  R. , at  West  Millgrove,  of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member.  He  is  at  present  class  leader 
and  steward  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  was  licensed  to  exhort,  but  has  never  done  so. 

Mr.  Yates  started  in  life  a poor  boy.  Part 
of  the  $400  he  received  for  his  services  in  the 
army  was  lost  in  oil  speculation;  the  remainder 
he  invested  in  land,  and  to-day  he  possesses  com- 
fortable means  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Perry  township.  He  is  generous,  hos- 
pitable, an  excellent  neighbor,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  West  Millgrove’s  best  citizens. 

Samuel  B.  Henc.steler,  one  of  Risingsun’s 
leading  citizens  and  substantial  business  men,  is 
also  the  owner  of  a farm  which,  for  fine  improve- 
ments and  scientific  management,  ranks  among 
the  best  in  Montgomery  township.  He  is  exten- 
sively interested  in  oil  producing  as  a partner  in 
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the  enterprising  firm  of  Hengsteier  Bros,  and 
Bigely  & Hengsteier  Bros. 

The  family  is  of  German  origin,  his  father. 
Lewis  Hengsteier  having  come  from  the  Father- 
land  with  his  parents  at  twelve  years  of  age. 
They  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  young 
emigrant  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss 
Mary  Bauders;  locating  afterward  upon  a farm  in 
Westmoreland  county.  He  started  with  nothing 
but  his  own  abilities  and  robust  health  as  a capi- 
tal, but  he  succeeded,  although  his  hard  work  un- 
doubtedly shortened  his  life.  In  1S65  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  secured  a farm  of 
160  acres  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county,  of 
which  only  eighteen  acres  were  cleared.  The 
dwelling  house  and  other  buildings  were  of  logs, 
and,  while  the  soil  was  rich  and  productive,  much 
labor  was  necessary  to  bring  the  property  into 
good  condition.  Later  he  removed  to  Pleasant 
township,  Logan  county,  where  he  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1S92,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1893  his  widow  followed  him,  and  the  j 
mortal  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  Logan  county. 
He  was  highly  respected  among  his  associates. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran.  While  his 
political  sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic 
party,  he  was  no  politician.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  six  children:  Lizzie  married  Samuel 

Shaw,  of  Perry  township;  George  W.  is  a promi- 
nent business  man  of  Risingsun;  John  L.  and 
Lewis  A.  are  well-to-do  farmers  in  Logan  countv, 
and  Charles  E.  resides  in  Wood  county. 

Samuel  B.  Hengsteier  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Penn.,  October  9,  1854,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  the  time  in  his  na- 
tive State,  and  in  Ohio.  Believing  that  the 
schools  upon  which  the  people  at  large  must  de- 
pend solely  for  their  education  should  be  of  the 
best  sort  obtainable,  he  endorses  the  improve- 
ments in  those  of  to-day,  and  advocates  still 
greater  advance  for  the  future.  He  remained  at 
the  family  homestead  until  his  marriage,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Laura  A.  Bates,  who  was  born  May  9,  1860,  in 
Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Bates.  For  some 
time  he  was  engaged  in  farming  upon  his  father- 
in-law's  estate  in  Seneca  county,  and  later  he 
bought  forty  acres  in  jackson  township,  in  the 
same  County,  where  he  remained  some  time. 
This  was  not  his  first  purchase  of  real  estate, 
however,  as  he  already  owned  a town  lot  in  Ris- 
inesun.  After  a few  years  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  and  his  father-in-law  bought 
120  acres  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  five  years  later  Mr.  Heng- 


steier removed  to  his  present  farm  of  eighty-six 
acres  in  Sections  34  and  35,  where  he  has  made 
many  improvements  and  constructed  substantial 
and  tasteful  buildings.  Since  the  fali  of  1892  he 
has  been  a resident  of  Risingsun,  his  first  home 
there  being  on  Walnut  street,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  1894  he  completed  his  present  residence, 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mervin  streets,  one  of 
the  finest  homes  in  the  town.  Aside  from  the 
farm  and  dwelling  houses  mentioned,  he  owns 
twelve  city  lots  in  Fostoria,  Ohio.  His  only  son, 
William  L. , born  March  23,  1878,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Hengsteier  is  a . Democrat  in  State  and 
National  affairs,  but  is  not  radical,  and  in  local 
politics  he  selects  the  most  honest  and  capable 
man  without  regard  to  party.  He  served  two 
years  in  the  village  council,  and  two  on  the  board 
of  health.  Thoroughly  progressive  and  public- 
spirited,  he  is  prompt  to  assist  any  worthy  move- 
ment. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
of  Risingsun. 

O.  W.  Smith,  one  of  the  most  successful  ag- 
riculturists in  Montgomery  township,  is  not  only 
a shrewd  and  prosperous  man  of  business,  but  he 
has  identified  himself  with  various  movements 
tending  to  the  public  welfare,  and  thus  made  his 
influence  a power  for  good. 

He  is  a son  of  H.  E.  and  Hannah  (Bates) 
Smith,  and  was  born  March  12,  1S50,  in  Scott 
I township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  attended 
the  “Earl  Schoolhouse"  in  boyhood,  with  John 
Long  as  one  of  his  first  teachers.  There  has 
been  a vast  improvement  in  educational  methods 
in  the  rural  districts  since  that  time,  and  no  man 
is  more  ready  to  forward  the  movement  than  he. 
Elis  early  years  were  passed  at  the  old  home- 
stead. On  June  19,  1871,  he  was  married  in 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Riley,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Riley,  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
and  a leading  agriculturist  of  Jackson  township. 
Seneca  county,  who  left  at  his  death  an  estate  of 
240  acres.  Mr.  Smith  took  his  young  bride  home 
for  a short  time,  and  then  worked  one  year  for 
Daniel  Earl,  a farmer  in  his  native  township. 
The  next  two  years  he  spent  upon  the  farm  of 
Rufus  Gossard,  of  Greensburg,  Sandusky  county, 
now  Tinney.  In  1874  he  purchased  seventy-live 
acres  in  Wood  county,  in  Section  34,  Montgom- 
ery township,  paying  $700  down,  and  incurring 
a debt  of  $2, 100.  The  only  buildings  were  a log 
house  and  barn,  and  the  land  was  sadly  in  need 
of  tiling  and  ditching,  and  he  promptly  went  to 
work  to  improve  the  place,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  best  of  its  size  in  this  section.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  of  work  upon  his  father  s 


' 

1 .. 


. 

■ 

- 

v i!;'.  / i 


874 


WOOD  COUNTY . OIUO. 


farm,  he  has  lived  at  this  place  ever  since.  His 
residence  is  tasteful  and  comfortable,  and  his 
other  buildings  are  models,  the  scale-house  being 
notably  tine.  He  also  owns  three  dwelling-houses 
in  Risingsun,  and  has  given  another  to  his  eldest 
daughter.  His  children  are  five  in  number,  and 
the  three  older  ones  are  married  and  live  at  Ris- 
ingsun: Bertha  is  the  wife  of  James  Meeker;  l 

Blanche  married  Walter  Clay,  and  Jennie  mar- 
ried LeRoy  Stahl.  The  other  two,  Eldredge  and 
Eskil,  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
leading  members  and  liberal  supporters  of  the 
Radical  U.  B.  Church,  in  which  he  is  a trustee. 
Politically  he  was  at  one  time  a Democrat,  but 
he  now  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket;  he  is  no 
office-seeker,  and  has  declined  offers  of  minor 
positions  more  than  once. 

Sylvan  us  O.  Crandall  is  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  in  Section  34,  Ross  township,  operates  a 
fine  farm,  that  he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  The  childhood  of  our  subject  was 
spent  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  his  birth  tak- 
ing place  at  Jay,  Orleans  Co..  Vt.,  in  1840. 

Adna  Crandall,  his  father,  was  born  and  reared 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  there  married  to  Anna 
Sanborn,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  namely: 
Mary,  who  died  in  Manchester,  N.  H.;  George 
W.,  who  died  at  Jay,  Vt.,  August  7,  1877;  Eben- 
ezer,  who  died  at  the  same  place,  October  3, 
1S67;  Sylvanus  O.,  of  this  review;  and  B.  M., 
who  resides  in  Lake  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 
During  his  early  life  the  father  served  for  some 
years  as  captain  of  militia,  and  not  long  after  his 
marriage  removed  to  Jay,  Vt.,  where  he  died  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his 
wife  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 

Sylvanus  O.  Crandall  spent  his  early  life  at 
Jay,  where  he  attended  school,  and  followed  farm- 
ing. At  East  Harwich,  Caledonia  Co.,  Vt. , Au- 
gust 8,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  15th 
Vt.  V.  I.,  for  nine  months,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Bratt'eboro,  that  State,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  later 
transferred  to  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  Gettysburg.  On  August  5,  1863,  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Brattleboro, 
and  returned  to  Caledonia  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  March,  1866,  when  he  migrated  to 
Wffiod  county,  Ohio,  locating  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Ross  township. 

In  186S,  in  Ross  township,  Mr.  Crandall  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Angela 
Stevens,  a native  of  Madison  county,  N.  Y. , and 


a daughter  of  Perrj'  and  Lydia  (Kent)  Stevens, 
who  were  also  born  in  New  York,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  The  father  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  In  1845  he  brought  his  family 
to  Wood  county,  and  in  Section  33,  Ross  town- 
ship, purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  to 
which  no  road  had  been  laid  out,  the  only  path 
being  an  Indian  trail.  He  there  opened  up  and 
cleared  a farm,  on  which  he  departed  this  iife  in 
1S90,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife 
also  died  in  Ross  township  in  1S74.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Angela,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Sarah  and  William,  who  both  died 
in  New" York;  Mrs.  F'rances  Barclay,  of  Colorado. 
Tex.;  Henry,  of  Clay  Center,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio; 
and  Edwin,  who  died  in  Wood  county,  in  1 S 5 5 . 

| The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Crandall,  Gay- 
lord Stevens,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
always  known  as  “Captain.' 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
eight  children— Perry,  Louise,  Chester,  Wallace, 
George,  Roy,  Allen  and  Bradley.  For  twenty- 
one  terms,  or  in  all  eight  years,  Mrs.  Crandall  en- 
j gaged  in  teaching  in  Middleton  and  Ross  town- 
ships. She  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and 
has  been  an  eye  witness  of  almost  the  entire  de- 
velopment of  Ross  township.  Her  uncle,  Oliver 
1 Staves,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  section 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  Crandall  is  a supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  in  behalf  of  which  he  casts  his 
i vote,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  holds  membership  with  Ford  PoM  No. 
14,  G.  A.  R.,  of  East  Toledo. 

De  Witt  Stevens.  There  is  a peculiar  in- 
terest attached  to  the  history  of  the  pioneers  of 
any  portion  of  our  country,  and  particularly  to 
that  part  of  it  with  which  we  are  closely  con- 
nected. In  this  connection  a brief  sketch  of  De- 
Witt  Stevens,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ross 
township,  will  be  of  unwonted  delight  to  those 
interested  in  local  history.  He  was  for  several 
years  identified  with  the  history  of  Wood  county, 
but  now  makes  his  home  in  Kansas. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  Wisconsin,  born  in 
Walworth  county,  in  1845,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Betsy  (Scott)  Stevens,  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  In  1S38  they  became  pioneers  of 
Wisconsin,  and  as  early  as  1853  located  in  what 
is  now  Ross  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  Both 
; parents  died  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  the  father 
I in  1881,  and  the  mother  in  January,  1S96. 

I Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  who  are 
! still  living:  Mrs.  Evaline  Perrick,  of  Walworth 

i county,  Wis.;  De  Witt,  of  this  sketch;  Charles. 
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a resident  of  Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Ellen,  wife  of 
Ebenezer  Davidson,  of  Walworth  county,  Wis.  ; 
and  Emma  and  William,  both  of  Lucas  county. 

Filled  with  patriotic  ardor,  De  Witt  Stevens 
enlisted,  in  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county, 
in  1864,  in  the  Heavy  Artillery,  at  first  belong- 
ing to  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  After  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  ordered  to  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  and  continued  in  the  service  for 
five  years.  His  army  experience  was  similar  to 
that  of  thousands,  whose  sufferings,  dangers  and 
hardships  have  remained  among  the  unwritten 
records  which  comprise  so  large  a part  of  the  life 
of  a private  soldier,  faithfully  performing  his  duty.  ! 
After  being  discharged  he  returned  to  Perrysburg 
township,  where  he  remained  four  years,  but 
since  that  time  has  lived  in  Kansas. 

E.  J.  Rosendale,  one  of  Wood  county’s  rep- 
resentative farmers,  residing  in  Bloomdale,  is  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  February  16,  | 
1834,  son  of  William  and  jane  (Brown)  Rosen- 
dale, who  came  to  America  when  our  subject  was  j 
nine  years  old.  They  had  a large  family  and  but 
limited  means,  and  their  earliest  years  in  this 
country  were  full  of  toil  and  hardships.  Their 
first  home  was  in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  then  a frontier  section,  and  in  April,  1854, 
they  came  tp  Wood  county,  and  bought  a tract 
of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Sections  24  and  25, 
Bloom  township,  where  the  father  died  July  23, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  the  mother 
surviving  him  three  years.  The  remains  of  both 
now  rest  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery.  The  father 
was  a man  of  active  habits  and  powerful  physique, 
six  feet  tall  and  as  “strong  as  an  ox.”  He  was 
a Democrat  until  the  war  issues  arose,  when  he 
became  a stanch  Republican. 

E.  J.  Rosendale,  “Ted  Rosendale,”  as  he  is 
called  by  his  many  friends,  was  the  third  son  and 
fourth  child  of  his  parents,  and  in  his  early  years 
he  enjoyed  the  usual  privileges  of  pioneer  farmer 
boys — poor  schools  and  plenty  of  work.  He  was 
a robust  young  man  when  the  family  came  to  this 
county,  and  he  and  his  brother  William  walked 
all  the  way,  driving  the  cows.  Their  new  home 
did  not  present  an  inviting  appearance,  swampy 
and  covered  with  fine  large  trees,  which  to  the 
homesick  boy  represented  merely  so  many  days 
of  hard  work  in  clearing  the  way  for  the  plough 
W hen  he  was  twenty-five  he  began  working  in  a 
sawmill,  and  later  built  and  operated  one  of  his 
own.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  married  Miss 
Alice  Hebbert,  a native  of  Delaware  county,  and 
a daughter  of  William  Hebbert,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Bloom  township.  The  first  land  that 


he  purchased  was  a tract  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
cleared  and  cultivated,  although  he  never  lived 
there.  • About  1873  hebought  his  present  farm  near 
Ted,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  largest  resident 
landowners  in  Bloom  township,  his  farms  com- 
prising 685  acres  of  choice  land.  He  has  been  a 
hard  worker,  few  if  any  men  of  this  vicinity  equal- 
ing him  in  this  respect.  A shrewd  and  careful 
manager,  he  has  at  the  same  time  established  a 
well-deserved  reputation  for  fairness  in  his  deal- 
ings with  others.  In  1 8 S 3 he  opened  a general 
store  at  Eagleville,  conducting  it  successfully  until 
1893,  when  he  sold  out.  He  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
They  are  spending  their  later  years  in  freedom 
from  care,  and  in  1889  Mr.  Rosendale  made  a trip 
to  England,  visiting  the  scenes  of  his  youth. 
Their  children  are  doing  them  credit,  settling 
down  in  life  near  them,  and  taking  honorable  po- 
sitions in  society.  James  is  a dealer  in  imple- 
ments at  Bloomdale;  Edward  B.  is  a farmer  in 
Bloom  township;  Carrie  married  Harry  Richard, 
who  died,  and  she  is  now  at  home;  William  and 
Charles  are  farmers  in  Bloom  township,  and 
Harry,  Scott,  Ray  and  Edna  are  at  home.  In 
addition  to  this  large  family  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosen- 
dale have  provided  a home  for  one  other  child. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  always  been  influential  in  local  affairs,  has 
been  township  trustee  for  two  terms,  and  school 
director  for  many  years.  For  eight  years  he  was 
postmaster  at  Ted,  which  office  he  established, 
and  in  whose  honor  it  was  named,  and  after  the 
discontinuance  of  the  office  he  was  instrumental 
in  its  re-establishment.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  Fraternity. 

S.  A.  Linhart,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  popular  business  men  of  Bloomdale,  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Bryant  & Linhart,  manu- 
facturers of  lumber,  was  born  April  20,  1850,  in 
Allegheny  county,  Penn.  Christopher  Linhart 
was  a farmer  there,  and  his  son  Phillip,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  March  28,  1813,  and  was 
married  October  27,  1833,  to  Miss  Eliza  Hutten- 
hower,  who  was  born  June  6,  1S12.  at  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Pittsburg,  daughter  of  Louis  Hutten- 
hower,  a blacksmith,  and  his  wife.  Margaret 
Bergman. 

Before  his  marriage  Philip  Linhart  had  learned 
the  millwright’s  trade,  but  he  afterward  followed 
farming.  In  1863  he  moved  to  Cass  township. 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  there  remaining  until  De- 
cember, 1S75,  when  he  came  to  Bloomdale  and 
bought  a tract  of  land  within  the  present  cor- 
poration limits,  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street, 
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upon  which  he  built  a substantial  brick  house, 
then  one  of  the  finest  residences  of  southern 
Wood  county.  Many  of  the  handsomest  houses 
of  the  town  now  occupy  the  land  once  owned 
by  him.  While  he  had  not  enjoyed  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  youth,  he  was  a man  of  good 
common  sense  and  wide  practical  information. 
He  was  a Republican,  and  a regular  and  con- 
scientious voter,  but  he  never  sought  office.  On 
business  and  public  matters  his  advice  was  often 
sought  and  found  valuable.  He  possessed  high 
moral  principles,  and  his  word  was  never  ques- 
tioned. In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of 
elder  for  fifty  years,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Church  at  Blooindale.  His 
death,  which  occurred  July  21,  1894,  when  he 
was  aged  eighty-one,  was  quite  unexpected,  as 
his  powerful  constitution  had  not  been  appar- 
ently much  weakened  by  the  hard  toil  of  his  life. 
The  sad  event  caused  sincere  mourning  through- 
out the  community,  and  the  mayor  issued  a 
proclamation  closing  business  houses  from  9 to 
12  A.  m.  on  the  day  on  which  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Fostoria.  His 
estimable  wife  survived  him  until  February  23, 
1896,  when  she,  too,  passed  away,  and  was 
buried  beside  him.  This  honored  couple  were 
the  parents  of  eighteen  children:  William  P.,  of 
Pittsburg;  ''•John  P>.,  of  Bloomdale;  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  triplets,  of  whom  the  first  two 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months,  and  the  last 
when  twelve  years  old;  Lewis  H.,  now  ot  Den- 
ver; Margaret,  the  widow  ot  David  Boyd,  of 
Tippecanoe  City;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Jerry  Miller,  of 
Bloomdale;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Andress,  of 
Bloomdale;  Joseph  F. , of  Fostoria;  Ann,  Mrs. 
John  Kelley,  of  Bloomdale;  Mary,  Mrs.  Peter 
Sheats,  of  Bloomdale;  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Morris 
Hosier,  of  Findlay;  S.  A.,  our  subject;  Susan 
E.,  Mrs.  Samuel  Shank,  of  North  Baltimore; 
Letitia  A.,  Mrs.  John  Hyter,  of  Perry  township; 
Frank  K.,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.;  and  Christopher 
P.,  of  Schenectady,  New  York. 

S.  A.  Linhart  was  thirteen  years  old  when 
the  family  removed  to  Hancock  count}-.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  attending  the  school  of  the  district  dur- 
ing boyhood.  In  1 S 7 2 he  returned  to  Pittsburg, 
and  studied  in  a business  college,  afterward  se- 
curing a situation  with  the  Iron  City  Spice  Co. 
as  bookkeeper.  Later  he  worked  for  De  Haven 
& Co.,  stove  manufacturers,  in  the  same  capac- 
ity. In  the  spring  of  1881  he  came  to  Bloom- 
dale, where  he  engaged  with  his  brother  Joseph 
and  E.  S.  Bryant  in  the  iumber  business,  and 
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since  his  brother’s  withdrawal,  in  1883,  he  has 
i continued  in  business  with  Mr.  Bryant.  He  is 
; an  enterprising  and  diligent  worker  in  various 
I lines  of  effort,  his  integrity  and  sound  judgment 
giving  him  great  influence  in  business  circles. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Bloomdale  Building  & 
Loan  Association,  and  a stockholder  in  the 
Bloomdale  Creamery. 

Mr.  Linhart  was  married  May  6,  188S,  in 
Bloomdale,  to  Miss  Lillie  Greer,  a daughter  of 
William  Greer,  a well-known  citizen  of  Wyan- 
dot county.  Their  pleasant  home  is  gladdened 
by  one  daughter,  Louise,  born  April  17,  1S90. 
In  politics  Mr.  Linhart  is  a Republican,  and  he 
, is  among  the  leaders  in  local  affairs.  He  has 
: served  two  terms  as  a member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board 
and  treasurer  of  the  village.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Lodge  No.  278,  K.  of  P..  of  Bloom- 
j dale. 

Adam  Graham.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Wayne  (now  rkshland)  county,  Janu- 
ary 6,  1S30,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Latter)  Graham. 

The  father  of  our  subject  moved  to  Portage 
township,  in  1836,  settled  in  Section  36,  having 
entered  land  there  some  time  before,  and  began 
to  make  improvements  on  the  place,  which  con- 
sisted of  160  acres.  There  he  died,  aged  over 
seventy-two  years;  his  wife  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Harry  Adams, 

and  died  in  Bloom  township;  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Bernard  Soule,  and  lives  in  Fostoria: 

! Sarah  (now  Mrs.  Jacob  Bair),  of  Montgomery 
r township;  Caroline,  who  married  L.  Soule,  and 
died  in  Bloom  township;  Adam,  our  subject;  and 
William,  a resident  of  Minnesota. 

Our  subject,  who  was  fourteen  years  old  be- 
fore he  went  to  school,  was  reared  a farmer's 
boy,  and  was  thirty  years  old  before  he  ever  had 
an  overcoat.  His  first  land  was  forty  acres  in 
Perry  township,  which  his  father  had  given  him 
when  he  reached  his  twenty-first  birthday.  Hc- 
went  to  work  on  his  land,  and  later  bought 
twenty  acres  in  Section  32,  which  had  a small 
log  house  on  it,  and  where  he  removed  to  when 
! he  was  married,  which  event  occurred  when  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  the  lady  of  his 
1 choice  being  Miss  Mary  J.  Lee,  of  Bloom  town- 
| ship,  a daughter  ot  George  [.  and  Hannah  (Wol- 
lam)  Lee.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  never 
j left  Montgomery  township,  although  he  lived  at 
J various  places  within  its  limits.  His  present 
home  is  on  360  acres  of  land  in  Section  32,  where 
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he  has  resided  since  the  spring- of  1889.  To  him 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Sarah  A.  (now  Mrs.  George  Stearns),  of 

Seneca  comity;  Mary  E.,  who  married  John 
Adams,  of  Bloom  township;  Charlotte  E.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Fry,  and  died  in  Port- 
age township;  Clorinda  married  Francis  Dicken, 
of  Seneca  county;  Orrin  is  a farmer,  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  Charles  lives  at  home;  Adam 
\V.  follows  farming  in  Montgomery  township. 

Mr.  Graham  has  160  acres  in  Henry  county, 
making  a total  of  520  acres,  and  of  this  he  has 
cleared  over  200.  Few  men  in  Wood  county 
have  done  as  much  to  improve  their  section  as 
has  our  subject.  He  is  a Democrat,  but  no  office- 
seeker,  although  he  has  served  in  several  minor 
offices  in  his  district.  He  is  a highly  respected 
citizen,  and,  despite  the  years  of  hard  labor  he 
has  passed  through,  may  yet  be  found  actively 
engaged  in  farm  work.  To  just  such  efforts  of 
the  old  pioneers  is  it  that  Wood  countv  owes 
her  position  as  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  Ohio’s 
best  counties. 

L.  Wooster.  As  the  able  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  North  Baltimore,  of  which  he 
was  also  one  of  the  organizers,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  holds  a high  place  among  the  representa- 
tive business  men  of  his  locality.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  his  father,  Mathias  Wooster, 
having  been  born  in  the  F'atherland  in  1808,  and 
his  mother,  Catherine  Snellbaker,  in  1812.  They 
came  to  America  in  1835,  an<^  the  father  followed 
the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Hancock  countv  for 
many  years.  His  death  occurred  in  1883,  but 
the  mother  passed  away  eight  years  before,  and 
the  mortal  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Han- 
cock county.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living:  Catherine  married  H.  Ern- 

est, a farmer  in  Putnam  county;  Eliza  is  the  wife 
of  W.  H.  Lawhead,  a merchant  in  Fostoria;  and 
Margaret  married  A.  J.  Rich,  a shoe  dealer  in 
Fostoria. 

Mr.  Wooster,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
born  in  West  Independence,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
October  12,  1855.  His  literary  training  was  ob- 
tained at  his  native  place,  and  at  fourteen  he 
went  to  Fostoria  and  became  a salesman  in  the 
dry -goods  store  of  Weaver  & Adams.  In  1 8 S 3 
he  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  with  Mr.  Adams, 
and  continued  until  1887,  when  lie  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Fostoria,  by  President  Cleveland, 
there  being  nineteen  applicants  for  the  position. 
He  filled  this  place  creditably  until  1890,  when 
he  resigned  to  take  his  present  responsible  post. 

On  October  28,  1879,  Mr.  Wooster  was  united 


in  wedlock  to  Miss  Amanda  Emerine,  who  was 
born  April  1,  1859,  the  daughter  of  the  well- 
known  banker  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  Andrew  Emer- 
ine. He  was  a native  of  Germany,  born  Decem- 
ber 2,  1830,  and  at  an  early  age  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
settled.  In  1849  he  embarked  in  the  saddle  and 
harness  business  in  Fostoria,  and  later  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  the  brokerage  business,  but  in 
1880  he  was  elected  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Fostoria,  and  has  since  given  his 
attention  to  the  management  of  that  institution. 

Mrs..  Wooster  was  educated  in  Fostoria,  grad- 
uating in  1S7S.  Two  children  were  born  of  her 
marriage:  Laila,  April  8,  18S2,  and  Trude,  De- 

cember r 5 , 1887.  The  family  residence,  one  of 
the  most  elegant  homes  in  North  Baltimore,  was 
a gift  to  Mrs.  Wooster  from  her  father.  Politic- 
ally, Mr.  Wooster  is  a supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  wife  are 
leading  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  are  actively  interested  in  all  that 
tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  town. 

B.  Z.  Coutant,  who  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  progressive  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Bloom 
township,  is  the  owner  of  over  sixty-six  acres  of 
fertile  land,  which  is  supplied  with  a good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  all  the  other  improvements 
requisite  to  the  carrying  on  of  agriculture  in  a 
profitable  manner.  The  place  has  been  trans- 
formed by  him,  through  his  industrious  labors 
and  good  management,  from  an  uncultivated 
tract  of  land  to  one  of  the  most  valuable  pieces 
of  property  in  that  locality. 

Monroe  county,  Penn.,  is  the  bitthplace  of 
our  subject,  where  he  began  life  November  23, 
1828,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Jasper  and 
Phoebe  (Birdsall)  Coutant.  His  first  teacher  was 
his  mother,  who  conducted  a small  school  on  the 
home  farm;  but  his  educational  privileges  were 
meager,  being  limited  to  a few  months’  attend- 
ance at  the  district  schools  during  the  winter 
seasons.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer  bov,  and 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  November 
1,  1856,  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Miller.  She  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  January  26,  1826, 
and  was  a daughter  of  John  Miller.  Two  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  William  H.,  a farmer 

of  Bloom  township,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich 
township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  and  Nathan  G.,  at 
home.  The  mother  died  March  1 1 , 1889,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Beaver  cemeterv,  Bloom 
township.  In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  September 
2 f , 1892,  Mr.  Coutant  was  again  married,  this 
time  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  widow  of  George  Johnson, 
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and  a native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , born  in  1S30, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ruth  (Blackniore) 
Kelley,  the  former  of  whom  was  a mason  by 
trade. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  Mr.  Coutant  removed 
to  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county,  where 
many  of  his  relatives  and  friends  were  living,  and 
he  was  the  last  one  of  the  family  to  leave  Monroe 
county.  His  mother  made  her  home  with  him, 
and  he  operated  her  farm  in  Huron  county  for 
twenty-seven  years,  but  in  April,  1SS4,  became 
to  Wood  county,  locating  on  eighty  acres  of 
land — the  W.  t of  the  S.  E.  Section  36, 
Bloom  township,  which  he  had  purchased  in 
1864.  On  his  arrival  only  ten  acres  had  been 
cleared,  and  he  erected  the  first  house  upon  the 
place  that  summer.  Mr.  Coutant  cast  his  first 
vote  with  the  Whig  party,  and  is  now  a strong 
Republican,  taking  a deep  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party.  Since  1838  he  has  been  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is 
at  present  holding  the  office  of  trustee,  and  filled 
the  same  position  when  the  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  Bloomdale.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lodge  No.  406,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Bloomdale,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  order  of  Rebekah. 

David  M.  Phister.  Some  of  the  finest  types  j 
of  citizenship  are  to  be  found  among  the  upright, 
forceful  natures  which  have  been  fostered  and 
developed  by  an  independent  country  life,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  agricult- 
urist of  Montgomery  township,  furnishes  a con- 
vincing example. 

He  is  an  Ohioan  by  birth,  having  first  seen 
the  light  in  Knox  county,  November  15,  1840. 

H is  father,  a native  of  Washington  county,  Penn. , 
came  to  Wood  county  in  the  latter  part  of  1840 
with  his  wife,  Charlotte  Zedacker,  and  their  fam- 
ily, and  located  upon  a tract  of  200  acres  in  Sec- 
tions 13  and  24,  Montgomery  township,  which 
he  had  acquired  by  a trade.  A log  house  stood 
upon  it,  in  Section  24,  and  here  and  there  a knoll  ! 
was  cleared,  but  the  place  was  generally  in  a ; 
primitive  condition,  covered  with  water  and 
heavy  timber.  Few  can  imagine  the  effort  neces- 
sary to  support  a family  in  that  early  time,  and 
it  was  fortunate  that  his  skill  as  a hunter  enabled 
the  father  to  secure  a supply  of  meat.  For  some 
time  his  family  occupied  the  cabin,  but  later  he  I 
erected  a house  upon  the  other  part  of  the  prop- 
erty. He  was  a finely-built  man,  six  feet  high 
in  his  bare  feet,  and  was  a hard  worker,  engaging 
in  broom  making  in  addition  to  the  labor  of  the 
farm.  As  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
he  took  an  active  part  in  religious  work,  serving 


as  an  exhorter  and  class-leader,  and  in  other 
positions.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  after 
the  formation  of  that  party;  but  his  assistance 
extended  only  to  the  expression  of  his  own  opin- 
ion by  his  ballot.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years,  and  the  faithful  partner  of  his  joys 
and  sorrows  survived  him  only  six  years,  their 
mortal  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Prairie  Depot.  Mr.  Phister  was  fond  of  his 
home  and  lamily,  and  toiled  cheerfully  to  give 
his  children  such  comforts  as  his  circumstances 
afforded.  They  were  eight  in  number,  viz.: 
Roxie,  who  married  Thomas  Hunt,  and  died  in 
Montgomery  township;  Lucy  J.,  the  widow  of 
George  Foulk,  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio;  Julia,  who 
married  Solomon  Theasley,  and  died  in  Michigan; 
Charlotte,  who  died  in  girlhood;  John,  who  died 
in  southwestern  Ohio;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Jere- 
miah Mackey,  of  Risingsun,  formerly  a member 
of  the  25th  Regiment  O.  V.  I.;  David  M.,  our 
subject;  and  Jacob  D.,  a resident  of  Risingsun. 

David  M.  Phister's  early  education  was  ob- 
tained during  the  brief  terms  of  the  neighboring 
district  school,  in  a building  of  the  old-fashioned 
sort  with  puncheon  seats,  and  in  later  years  his 
hearty  approval  has  been  given  to  the  educational 
movements  which  have  resulted  in  better  schools. 
His  attendance  was  often  interrupted  because  of 
home  needs,  and  by  frequent  hunting  trips, 
which  he  enjoyed  better  then  his  books.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  began  to  work  the 
homestead  on  shares;  but,  on  May  2,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  which 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  Washington.  In  August 
he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  Mt.  Pleasant  Hos- 
pital, near  Washington,  on  his  recover}'  rejoining 
his  company,  and  serving  until  his  discharge, 
September  2,  1864.  Returning  home  he  resumed 
the  work  of  the  farm  upon  the  same  terms,  and 
on  November  29,  1864,  he  was  married  in  Madi- 
son township,  Sandusky  Co. , Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Houtz,  a native  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county,  born  February  7,  1844,  the  only  child 
of  John  and  Catherine  Houtz.  She  was  left 
motherless  when  three  weeks  old.  Naturally 
bright  and  intelligent,  she  availed  herself  of  the 
opportunities  given  by  the  district  schools  of  the 
time,  the  methods  and  apparatus  of  which  were 
of  the  crudest,  and  she  learned  to  write  with  a 
goose  quill. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Phister  had 
but  few  worldly  possessions,  including  a horse 
and  cow,  and  a small  sum  of  money,  which  he 
had  hoarded  up  from  his  limited  income.  He 
rented  a small  house  in  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county,  and  continued  to  work  his  father’s 
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farm.  In  1866  he  purchased  his  first  home,  the 
cast  quarter  of  the  east  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  Section  13,  Montgomery  township,  and 
moved  into  a log  house  there.  The  buildings 
were  poor,  and  much  work  was  necessary  to  put 
the  place  into  good  shape;  but,  although  he  went 
in  debt  for  the  property,  he  took  great  satisfaction 
iri  the  thought  that  his  hard  work  was  beginning 
to  show  tangible  results.  As  he  could  not  make 
a living  from  this  farm  alone,  he  worked,  as  be- 
fore, at  the  homestead.  His  real  start  toward 
prosperity  was  from  a contract  to  build  two 
miles  of  the  West  Division  of  the  Toledo  & Ohio 
Central  railway,  in  1871  and  1872,  in  partner- 
ship with  Jacob  Stahl.  They  only  completed 
one  and  three-quarter  miles  of  it  but  their  profits 
were  large.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
Mr.  Phister  purchased  the  claims  of  the  other 
heirs,  and  now  owns  the  old  homestead,  which 
has  been  in  the  family  over  fifty  years.  He  has 
erected  all  the  buildings  now  on  the  farm,  his 
substantial  brick  residence  having  been  com- 
pleted in  1882.  He  has  eighty-six  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  while  his  wife  owns  seventy-three 
acres  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county.  They 
have  three  children  who  are  reflecting  credit 
upon  their  parentage  and  training:  William  H. 
taught  school  successfully  for  some  time  in  Fos- 
toria,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  laundry  business 
at  Bowling  Green;  Charlotte  L.  married  John  C. 
Lyberger,  of  Risingsun,’  and  JohnC.  Phister,  one 
of  the  most  promising  young  men  of  that  vicin- 
ity, lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Phister  is  one  of  the  kindest  and  most 
generous  of  men,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a 
neighbor  and  friend.  His  wife  has  been  a true 
helpmeet  to  him,  and  both  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Politically,  Mr. 
Phister  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  more  than 
once  declined  to  become  a candidate  for  office.  He 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Prairie  Depot. 

J.  W.  Blessing,  a leading  citizen  of  Rising- 
sun,  is  one  of  the  men  whose  broad  views  and 
keen  appreciation  of  the  intellectual  side  of  life 
make  them  important  factors  in  the  best  element 
of  a communit)'.  Although  he  lacked  the  ad- 
vantages of  a liberal  education  in  his  youth,  he 
has  succeeded  through  his  own  exertions  in  gain- 
ing more  than  ordinary  familiarity  with  a great 
variety  of  subjects,  and  his  example  must  be  full 
of  encouragement  for  those  young  people  of  to- 
day whose  intellectual  aspirations  are  thwarted 
by  unfortunate  circumstances. 

The  old  home  of  his  family  was  near  Heidel- 
berg, Germany,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  Au- 


gust 19,  1846.  The  emigration  of  the  family  to 
this  country  took  place  when  he  was  a child,  and 
included  three  generations.  His  grandfather, 
Benedict  Blessing,  spent  his  last  years  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  He  had  three  sons — Adam, 
who  also  came  to  America;  Andrew,  who  was 
drowned  in  a small  stream  during  a freshet,  in 
Germany;  and  George,  our  subject's  father.  The 
latter  was  married  in  early  manhood  to  his  first 
wife,.  Mary  E.  Yeager,  who  died  leaving  one  son, 
our  subject.  Soon  after  this  sad  event  the  family 
came  to  America,  spending  forty-three  days  up- 
on the  .ocean  in  the  sailing  vessel  “Westmins- 
ter. ” George  Blessing  was  a millwright,  and 
found  employment  for  a time  in  New  York  State 
before  coming  to  Ohio,  where  he  located  suc- 
cessively in  Doylestown,  Bristol  (now  Marshall- 
ville),  where  he  built  a mill,  and  Copley  town- 
ship, Summit  county,  where  he  and  his  brother 
Adam  bought  a gristmill,  to  which  they  added  a 
sawmill  with  steam  power.  In  1855  he  and  this 
brother  came  to  Wood  county,  here  buying  ten 
acres  of  land  where  the  village  of  Risingsun 
now  stands,  and  there  he  passed  his  remaining 
years,  and  died  August  1 1,  1866,  aged  about  fifty 
years.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Trinity 
cemetery,  Sandusky  county.  He  followed  farm- 
ing to  some  extent,  but  was  mainly  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  and,  notwithstanding  a few 
unprofitable  ventures,  he  secured  a competence. 
He  was  medium  in  stature,  of  active  habits,  in- 
dustrious and  ambitious.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Catholic,  and,  politically,  he  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  although  he  was  a 
regular  voter,  he  despised  the  professional  poli- 
tician. Not  long  after  his  arrival  in  America  he 
was  married  at  Bristol,  Ohio,  to  his  second  wife, 
Margaretta  Schmidt,  a native  of  Germany,  born 
November  2,  1S23,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
the  same  ship  with  him.  She  survives,  and  re- 
sides in  Risingsun.  They  had  nine  children: 
Eva,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bonawitt,  of  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county;  Margaret,  who  married  Abra- 
ham Miller,  and  died  in  Jackson  township, 
Seneca  county;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  William  H. 
Wight,  of  Mitchell  county,  Ivans.;  Mary,  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Billman,  of  Montgomery  township; 
Annie,  Mrs.  William  Wollam,  of  the  same  town- 
ship; Leonard  and  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Christina,  Mrs.  A.  Stephens,  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn.;  and  Augusta,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Huston,  of 
Pawnee,  Oklahoma  Territory. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended 
was  in  Summit  county,  and  he  was  only  nine 
years  old  when  his  father  came  to  this  locality, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  in  District  No.  7. 
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Montgomery  township,  his  first  teacher  here  be- 
ing James  Lincoln.  The  changes  in  methods  ot 
instruction,  which  time  has  brought,  have  given 
him  great  satisfaction,  and  he  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  forward  the  movement,  taking  an  act- 
ive part  in  securing  a special  district  for  Rising- 
sun,  and  introducing  improvements  there.  At 
eighteen  his  school  life  ended,  the  necessity  of 
earning  his  own  living  interfering  with  his  desire 
for  wider  opportunities.  As  a boy  he  had  worked 
about  his  father’s  mill,  and  also  among  neigbor- 
ing  farmers,  and  had  displayed  rare  mechanical 
skill.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  “sixties,"  he  pur- 
chased an  old  mill  from  his  father’s  estate,  and 
paid  $100  down,  going  in  debt  for  the  remainder. 
He  h as  successfully  conducted  the  business  ever 
since,  and  is  familiar  with  every  detail  of  its  man- 
agement, thoroughly  efficient  in  every  branch  of 
the  work,  from  filing  a saw  with  skill  and  judg- 
ment, to  throwing  coal  or  wood  in  the  .furnace. 
Several  lots  of  timber  have  passed  under  his  con- 
trol at  times,  furnishing  material  for  his  mill  to 
work  up,  and  he  has  engaged  in  agriculture  in 
this  connection.  He  also  has  valuable  oil  hold- 
ings, and,  among  others  is  a member  of  the  Ris- 
ingsun  Oil  Company. 

On  January  7,  1869,  Mr.  Blessing  was  united 
in  matrimony  at  Risingsun  to  Miss  Celia  Reade, 
a native  of  New  York,  and  a lady  of  rare  intelli- 
gence. She  ns  an  earnest  Christian,  and  a leader  in 
good  works.  Her  father,  David  Reade,  a cabinet 
maker  by  trade,  had  a large  family,  and  one  of 
his  sons,  Rev.  T.  C.  Reade,  is  a noted  Methodist 
divine,  and  president  of  Taylor  University,  at 
Upland,  Ind.  The  only  surviving  son  of  this 
marriage,  ThaddeusC.  Blessing,  born  August  19, 
1870,  lives  at  home,  and  is  in  business  with  his 
father.  As  prosperity  has  smiled  upon  him,  Mr. 
Blessing  has  been  able  in  satisfy,  in  some  degree, 
the  cherished  desires  of  his  early  years  for  a 
thorough  education.  A great  reader,  and  an  in- 
dependent, original  thinker,  he  has  traversed  a 
wide  field  of  thought,  covering  the  works  of  the 
most  celebrated  writers  upon  varied  subjects,  and 
his  retentive  memory  has  enabled  him  to  hold 
the  information  thus  gained.  His  knowledge 
upon  scientific  questions,  including  all  branches 
of  physical  science,  is  remarkable,  while  a natur- 
ally refined  taste  in  literature  is  shown  in  his 
study  of  the  best  writers  in  prose  and  verse.  He 
has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own  country,  as 
well  as  in  Europe,  visiting  especially  the  South 
and  West,  and  the  years  1878  and  1879  he  spent 
mainly  in  southwestern  Texas,  in  the  hope  that 
Mrs.  Blessing’s  health  would  be  benefited  by 
their  stay  In  the  spring  of  1889  Mr.  Blessing 


sailed  from  New  York  on  the  “Arizona,"  and 
passed  the  entire  summer  in  Europe,  traveling- 
through  England,  Scotland,  Belgium,  Holland, 
Germany,  France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  making 
liberal  stays  in  the  principal  cities  and  most  his- 
toric places  of  each  country  named,  among  others 
Paris,  wrhere  the  Exposition  was  in  progress, 
Rome,  Genoa,  Venice,  the  ruins  of  Pompeii  and 
Herculaneum,  and  the  St.  Gothard  and  Mt.  Cenis 
tunnels.  The  scenes  of  his  childhood  were  re- 
visited, and  the  beauty  of  the  Fatherland  revealed 
to  his  maturer  vision  in  a trip  up  the  Rhine.  He 
returned  on  the  steamer  “Alaska.” 

Until  1884  Mr.  Blessing  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party;  but  since  that  time  he  has 
sympathized  with  the  Prohibitionists.  Although 
he  does  not  indorse  all  the  ideas  incorporated  in 
their  platforms,  he  believes  that  the  liquor  traffic 
should  be  overcome,  first,  by  scientific  temper- 
ance instruction  in  the  public  schools,  and,  sec- 
ond, at  the  ballot  box,  by  the  united  force  of 
public  opinion.  He  has  held  office  at  times,  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  president  of  the 
school  board  after  the  organization  of  the  new 
district,  and  for  several  terms  as  councilman. 

John  Phillips,  Sr.,  a leading  farmer  of 
Montgomery  township,  is  one  of  the  men  whose 
shrewd  business  judgment  has  been  profitably 
applied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Reared  in  a typ- 
ical pioneer  home,  he  early  acquired  habits  of 
industry  and  thrift  from  which  he  has  reaped  in 
later  years  a gratifying  harvest. 

His  father,  the  late  David  Phillips,  was  born 
in  New  York,  September  6,  1804,  the  son  of 
Ves  Patient  and  Cynthia  Phillips.  His  mother 
died  during  his  childhood,  and  for  some  years  his 
home  was  among  strangers;  but  later  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  father,  who,  after  a short  stay  in 
the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  State,  settled  in 
Stark  county  to  spend  his  remaining  days.  David 
Phillips  worked  there  for  nine  years  upon  the 
canal,  receiving  ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  month, 
and  also  engaged  in  wood  chopping  and  similar 
work;  but  despite  the  fact  that  he  could  accumu- 
late no  capital  upon  his  low  wages,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1827,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bates, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  April  13,  1810, 
a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Homan)  Bates. 
They  had  come  to  Ohio,  in  an  old-fashioned  cov- 
ered wagon  when  she  was  a child,  and  settled  in 
Stark  county,  seven  miles  west  of  Massillon.  She 
was  the  eldest  of  a familv  of  five  sons  ami 
five  daughters.  After  their  marriage  our  sub- 
ject’s parents  settled  in  Stark  county,  but 
later  moved  to  a small  tract  of  land,  on  Sugar 
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creek,  Trumbull  count}',  which  was  the  first  | 
home  of  his  own  that  David  Phillips  had.  In  ; 
1843  he  brought  his  family  to  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county,  traveling  in  wagons  upon  roads 
where  the  horses  were  often  knee-deep  in  water. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  woodland  for  $250, 
giving  a horse  for  the  first  payment.  The  log 
house  which  he  built  was  the  first  on  the  place, 
and  its  bark  floor,  stick  chimney,  and  clapboard 
roof  were  of  the  most  primitive  sort.  The  snow 
often  lay  several  inches  deep  on  the  beds  in  the 
cabin  loft,  and  their  fire  was  kept  up  with  huge 
logs  which  were  drawn  into  the  house  by  a horse. 
Wild  game  was  sometimes  their  only  food,  and  ' 
johnny-cake  was  very  popular.  The  mother  spun 
the  flax  and  wove  the  cloth  from  which  she  made 
the  clothing  for  the  family.  Thev  prospered,  ; 
notwithstanding  their  hardships,  and  acquired  ■ 
160  acres  of  land,  all  redeemed  from  the  wild 
state. 

David  Phillips  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and, 
although  he  never  sought  office,  he  never  missed 
an  election.  For  over  forty  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Church  of  God,  to  which 
our  subiect  and  his  wife  also  belong,  and  his  up- 
right life  and  integrity  of  character  were  a potent 
evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  his  faith.  His  mental 
abilities  were  of  a high  order,  and  the  lack  of 
early  education  was  a misfortune  to  be  deeply 
regretted.  Although  he  was  over  ninetv-one  : 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  14,  1896,  he  had  been  working 
on  his  well-kept  farm  seven  weeks  before,  clear- 
ing up  the  fences.  The  faithful  helpmeet  of  his  j 
sixty-eight  years  of  wedded  life  survives  him  and 
still  resides  at  the  old  home,  in  excellent  health 
for  her  years.  Eleven  children  were  born  to 
this  worthy  Christian  couple:  Mary  A.,  now 

Mrs.  Stephen  Day,  of  Perry  township ; Lucinda, 
Mrs.  Stephen  Winchell,  of  Risingsun;  Henry,  a 
farmer  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county; 
David,  of  Marysville,  Mo.  ; Sylvester,  a farmer 
in  Sandusky  county;  John,  our  subject;  Hiram, 
a soldier  in  the  J2d  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  who 
went  west  and  has  not  been  heard  from;  Eliza 
J , Mrs.  Fry,  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky  coun- 
ty; Mariah,  who  married  Joseph  Riley,  and  died 
ui  Perry  township;  George,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  George  Wise,  of  Seneca 
county. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
March  18,  1838,  and  was  five  years  old  at  the 
l|nie  of  the  removal  to  Sandusky  county,  where 
the’ advantages  in  schooling  were  indeed  limited  1 
at  that  day.  His  education  is  practically  self-ac- 
quired,  and  his  sympathy  with  the  movement  to  i 
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secure  better  schools  for  the  rising  generation  is 
doubtless  the  result  of  his  own  restrictions.  When 
a boy  he  went  three  years  on  crutches,  and  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  losing  his  left  limb  entirely. 
At  twenty  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  fer 
others,  and  August  20,  i860,  he  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  married  life,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Marian  Baker,  who  was  born  December  20,  1S43. 
a daughter  of  Henry  Baker.  Ten  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Wilbert,  June  14,  1861,  is  a 
farmer  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county; 
Zerusha,  January  22,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Smith, of  Cleve,  Tenn. ; Mary  E. , March  4,  1865, 
married  David  L.oe,  of  Scott  township;  Delbert, 
April  18,  1867,  lives  at  Risingsun;  John  A.,  Feb- 
ruary 22, 1869,  is  a resident  of  Perry  township; 
Retta  J.,  July  29,  1871,  died  April  18,  1873; 
David  F. , November  2,  1873,  died  in  November, 
1875;  George  H.,  December  10,  1 S 7 5 , is  a car- 
penter by  trade;  Charles,  July  9,  1 S77,  is  at  home, 
and  Daisy  B. , August  30,  1S7S,  lives  in  Fostoria. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  December  30, 
1878,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  Trinit}-  ceme- 
tery, Scott  township,  Sandusky  county. 

On  December  10,  1879,  Mr.  Phillips  formed  a 
second  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss 
Hannah  Ash,  who  was  born  June  20,  1852,  in 
Bedford  county,  Penn.  Her  parents,  Emanual 
and  Elizabeth  (Rose)  Ash,  came  to  Wood  count} 
in  October,  1859,  locating  in  Perry  township, 
where  her  mother  died.  Of  her  eleven  children 
Mrs.  Phillips  was  the  fifth  child  and  second 
daughter.  Mr.  Ash  married  a second  wife,  Eliza 
Cessna,  who  bore  no  children.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent farmer,  and  owmed  over  two  hundred 
acres  ofland.  OnDecember6,  [885,  lie  departed 
this  life,  and  his  interment  took  place  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Fostoria.  Mr.  Phillips  has  two  daugh- 
ters by  his  second  marriage:  Elsie  M. , born  De- 
cember 7,  1880;  and  Rose  Ellen,  born  January 
27,  1S83,  both  at  home. 

The  first  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Phillips  was  an 
eighty-acre  tract  in  Section  25,  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  for  which  he  went  in 
debt.  Later  he  went  back  to  Sandusky  county, 
and  after  a short  tune  came  to  his  present  farm. 
In  1871  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm  in  Sections 
25  and  26,  Montgomery  township,  near  Rising- 
sun,  purchasing  eight}-  acres  at  first,  to  which  he 
has  made  additions  until  he  now  owns  1 So  acres 
of  excellent  land.  His  improvements  are  of  .1 
very  high  order,  his  residence,  built  in  1S03.  be- 
ing elegant  and  commodious.  He  is  known  as  a 
shrewd  and  careful  business  man,  and  he  is  now 
engaged  in  settling  his  father's  estate.  Zealous 
in  his  duties  as  a citizen,  he  never  tails  to  express 
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his  convictions  at  the  polls,  voting  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket;  but  he  does  not  seek  political  place 
for  himself,  although  he  has  served  as  supervisor. 
- j He  is  active  in  local  improvements,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Risingsun  when 
the  new  school  house  was  built. 

I 

William  R.  Barton,  a prominent  educator, 
now  residing  near  Grand  Rapids,  was  born  in 
Killbuck  township,  Holmes  county,  September 
17,  1S48.  His  family  is  of  German  origin,  and 
his  ancestors  emigrated  at  an  early  date  to  Penn- 
sylvania where  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Barton, 
was  born.  He  married  Elizabeth  Read,  of  Ire- 
land, and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio.  In  later  years  he  moved  to  Holmes  coun- 
ty, and  from  thence  in  1848  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Grand  Rapids  township,  on  which  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death  in  1855,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight. 

Hugh  Barton,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  in  1812,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Holmes  county.  In  1833  he  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Sarah  Garwood,  a native 
< of  the  same  county,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S14.  They  came  to 
Wood  county  in  1850,  and  both  died  at  the  old 
• i homestead  in  1884.  Twelve  children  were  born 
of  their  union:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Nancy  J., 

the  wife  of  William  Keller,  of  Grand  Rapids 
township;  Margaret  deceased;  james,  who  died 
in  Libby  prison,  in  December,  1863;  Lavinia, 
deceased;  Sarah  A.,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife 
of  John  Ervin;  Matilda  J.,  deceased;  William  R., 
our  subject;  Samuel  R.,  a farmer  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids township;  Harvey  K.,  a fanner  in  Alabama; 
Silas  R. , who  conducts  the  old  homestead;  and 
John  V.,  a farmer  in  Grand  Rapids  township. 

Prof.  Win.  R.  Barton  attended  the  district 
schools  near  the  old  farm  during  his  early  boy- 
hood, and  later  studied  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  in 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  taking  the  classical  and  scientific 
courses  in  the  latter  place  and  graduating  in  1879 
with  the  degrees  of  A.  B.  and  B.  S.  He  taught 
as  professor  in  graded  schools  for  twenty-two 
years  in  parts  of  Ohio,  and  also  in  Kentucky.  In 
1 864  he  enlisted,  at  the  age  af  fifteen,  in  Com- 
pany I,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  with  Capt.  McKee,  and 
, participated  in  several  battles.  July  9,  1864,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  leg  at  Monocacy,  and, 
after  seven  weeks  in  a hospital,  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  the  work  of  teaching.  In  politics 
Prof.  Barton  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never 
i sought  or  held  public  office. 

On  April  2,  187S,  he  was  married  at  Leban- 

:j 
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on,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Nettie  Manson,  a native  of 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  born  March  15,  1S52.  They 
had  two  children:  Sprague,  born  May  19,  1879, 
died  July  14,  1880;  and  Clara  B.,  born  November 
20,  1885,  died  July  20,  1887.  Prof.  Barton 
bought  a farm  of  forty  acres  in  1885,  added  many 
substantial  improvements,  making  one  of  the 
pleasantest  residences  in  the  township,  mental 
culture  and  genial  manners  combining  with  out- 
ward attractions  to  create  an  ideal  home.  He 
recently  sold  this  forty-acre  farm,  and  purchased 
fifty  acres  one  and  one-fourth  miles  southeast  of 
the  town  of  Grand  Rapids. 

Sidney  Greeley,  an  honored  resident  of  this 
county,  is  now  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Jackson  township,  where  he  owns  a valuable 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  whose  many  improvements 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
A native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  he  was  born 
February  16,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Abel  Greeley, 
who  was  born  in  Weston,  Vt.,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  removed  to  Ohio.  He  located 
in  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county,  where  he 
married  Amanda  Sweet,  and  carried  on  farming 
until  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1885.  The 
following  year  he  sold  his  farm,  and  has  since 
lived  with  his  children,  being  now  with  a son  in 
Michigan.  In  politics  he  is  an  unswerving  Demo- 
crat. The  family  numbered  the  following  named 
members:  Charles,  of  Milton  Center,  Ohio,  who 
died  June  8,  1896;  Julius,  who  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  during  the  Civil  war: 
Russell,  who  died  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  while  in  the  Union  army;  Emily,  wife  of 
Ben  Campbell,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Albert, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Horace,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen;  Alva,  who  works  in  the  steel  plant  in 
Lorain  county,  Ira,  a farmer  of  Kalamazoo  coun- 
ty, Mich.;  Elbert,  a carpenter  in  Lorain  county, 
who  died  December  6,  1895;  D.  Abel,  a farmer 
of  Michigan;  and  Frank,  of  Holgate,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Greeley,  of  this  sketch,  acquired  a district 
school  education  in  his  native  county,  and  to  his 
father  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  on  the  home 
farm  until  his  seventeenth  year.  Our  subject 
worked  as  a farm  hand  for  about  two  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  lumber  woods  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Mil- 
ton  township,  entirely  destitute  of  improvements, 
but  he  continued  its  development  until  1874, 
when  he  sold  that  property.  In  the  spring  of 
1S75,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  in  Jackson  township,  and  has  made  upon 
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it  many  excellent  improvements,  including  the 
erection  of  a comfortable  home  and  substantial 
barns.  The  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  indicate  the 
careful  supervision  of  the  owner,  and  at  the  same 
time  yield  to  him  a golden  tribute. 

Mr.  Greeley  was  married  in  Milton  Center, 
Ohio,  September  9,  1874,  to  Cynthia  Keiffer, 
who  was  born  April  27,  1849,  in  Hocking  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  They  have  one  child,  Melvin.  In 
politics,  our  subject  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and 
capably  served  for  two  years  as  township  trustee. 
He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity, 
at  Custar,  Ohio;  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio;  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Milton 
Center;  and  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Custar. 
His  public  and  private  life  are  alike  above  re- 
proach, and  Wood  county  numbers  him  among 
its  valued  citizens. 

Isaac  Smith,  a prominent  farmer  of  Web- 
ster township,  was  born  February  27,  1831,  near 
Harrisburg,  Penn.  Abraham  Smith,  his  father,  was 
a native  of  the  same  State,  born  in  1 806.  He  was 
married  in  1826  10  Miss  Elizabeth  Shutt,  and  in 
1837  moved  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  upon  a 
farm.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them;  Josiah; 
Urias;  Isaac,  our  subject;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Deppler:  Lavinia,  deceased;  Simon,  de- 
ceased; Matilda,  deceased;  William,  deceased; 
Caroline,  the  wife  of  George  White,  of  Gabon, 
Ohio;  and  Sullena,  wife  of  John  Hayes,  of  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Smith’s  early  life  was  passed  mainly  in 
Crawford  county,  where  he  attended  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  and  in  summer  helped  to 
clear  and  cultivate  his  father's  land.  In  i860  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought  land  in  Web- 
ster township,  which  he  has  improved  and  made 
into  a fine  farm,  with  a dwelling  house  costing 
$1,800,  and  barns  built  upon  modern  principles. 
He  enlisted  early  in  the  Civil  war  in  Company  F, 
144th  O.  V.  I.  (Capt.  Cook  and  Col.  Miller  com- 
manding), and  served  one  hundred  days,  receiv- 
ing his  discharge  at  Columbus,  August  24,  18C4. 

On  October  21,  1858,  Mr.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried, at  Bucyrus,  to  Miss  Susan  Wolf,  a native 
of  that  place,  born  October  11,  1836.  She  was 
one  of  the  eleven  children  of  Michael  Wolf,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Crawford  county,  a shoe- 
maker, mason,  and  farmer  by  occupation.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  ( 1)  MaryE., 

born  in  Crawford  county,  March  27,  i860,  mar- 
ried William  Phillips,  and  has  two  children,  El- 
uorah  and  Walter.  (2)  John  Andrew,  born 
January  27,  1862,  died  February  1,  1865.  The 


family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  take 
a prominent  part  in  various  lines  of  social  and 
religious  life.  Mr.  Smith’s  industry,  thrift,  and 
sound  business  judgment  give  him  a high  stand- 
ing among  those  who  know  him.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat. 

John  E.  Clark,  a prominent  business  man  of 
Weston,  and  the  proprietor  of  a leading  grocery 
store  there,  was  born  in  Milton  township,  March 
21,  1840.  His  grandfather,  John  Clark,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  and  came  to  Ohio  in 
1827,  locating  iu  Seneca  county,  where  he  died 
in  the  spring  cf  1S51.  His  ancestors  had  been 
j early  residents  of  New  York,  and  among  his  pos- 
, sessions  was  a silk  handkerchief  over  one  hundred 
j years  old,  and  which  is  now  the  property  of  John 
E.  Clark.  Alvin  Clark,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  the  same  State  at  Mecklenburg,  August 
15,  1815.  They  were  married  in  Seneca  county. 
Ohio,  where  both  had  come  with  their  respective 
families  at  about  the  same  time.  In  1836  they 
moved  to  Milton  township,  in  this  county,  and 
settled  upon  land  which  had  been  entered  by 
John  Clark  in  1822.  Alvin  Clark  was  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  locality,  an  Old-line 
Whig  in  early  life,  and  afterward  a Republican, 
and  he  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
as  were  his  ancestors  before  him.  He  died  in 
1872.  His  wife,  who  still  survives  him,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  is  a Methodist,  to  which  faith 
our  subject  also  adheres.  He  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows: 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Atkins,  of  Tiffin, 
Ohio;  Emeline  is  the  widow  of  Byron  Baldwin, 
of  Weston;  Anna  is  the  deceased  wife  of  George 
Pore,  of  Loudonville.  Ohio;  Daniel,  is  a resident 
of  Weston;  and  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Edward  H. 
Baggelly. 

Our  subject  received  his  first  instruction  in  a 
log  school  house  in  his  district,  and  later  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Tiffin  and  Defiance.  In 
1858,  after  clerking  a few  years,  he  opened  a 
store  in  Weston,  dealing  in  groceries  and  other 
supplies.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  B. 
ill th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  Kentucky,  in  the 
army  of  the  Ohio;  but  was  taken  sick  and  dis- 
! charged  for  disability  in  December.  1862.  Re- 
turning home,  he  resumed  business  after  h:s 
recovery,  keeping  a general  store  which  is  now 
tiie  oldest  mercantile  establishment  in  the  town, 
and  enjoys  a well-earned  reputation  for  enter- 
prise and  fair  dealing.  He  has  engaged  in  other 
j lines,  being  at  one  time  a large  shipper  of  stock, 
i and  he  now  owns  and  cultivates  18S  acres  of 
land.  He  is  a director  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
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Weston.  On  January  i,  1866.  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Bonney.  who  was  born  in  Penn  Van,  N.  Y. , 
August  11,  1845,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom — Samuel  C.  and  Glenn — died 
in  childhood;  the  others  are:  William  L.,  born 

December  17,  1867,  now  living  in  Toledo  (he 
married  Miss  Jennie  Rosenberger  December  6, 
1887,  and  has  two  children,  Joy  and  John); 
Edson,  born  May  9,  1872,  was  married  to  Miss 
Jessie  Harrison,  September  18,  1895:  and  Alvin, 
born  April  20,  1882,  is  at  home.  Mr.  Clark  is  an 
influential  Republican,  and  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. , and  of  the  K.  of  P. , Kenilworth  Lodge 
No.  340,  Weston,  Ohio. 

Benjamin  Bonney,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Clark, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  whence,  in  1801, 
he  moved  to  Madison  county,  N.  Y. , where  was 
born,  Novembers,  1813,  his  son  Lester,  father 
of  Mrs.  Clark.  In  [817  the  family  moved  to 
Penn  Van,  N.  Y. , where,  on  December  31,  1842, 
Lester  married  Miss  Caroline  Merritt,  of  Ham- 
mondspcrt,  X.  Y. . and  on  October  iS,  1863, 
they  came  to  Weston,  Ohio.  To  them  were 
born  six  children,  as  follows:  Adelbert,  who 

married  Miss  Frances  Hubble,  of  Monroeville, 
Ohio,  and  they  now  live  in  Missouri ; Sarah  L. 
(Mrs.  Clark)  comes  next;  Lucy  J.,  married  to 
John  W.  Brownsberger,  of  Weston;  Jethro,  who 
was  accidentally  killed  on  the  railroad  October 
4,  1879,  while  in  the  employ  of  the  L E.  X \Y. 
R.  R.,  at  Elliott,  111.;  Merritt  H.,  who  married 
M iss  Phcebe  Elliott,  of  Martin’s  Ferry,  Ohio,  and 
is  now  living  in  Weston;  and  James  F.,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

F.  G.  Swartz,  one  of  the  active,  prominent 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship, is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Section  18.  He  is  a native  of  Wood 
county,  born  in  Troy  township,  April  21,  1858, 
where  his  parents,  John  and  Dora  Swartz,  lo- 
cated on  their  emigration  from  Germany,  their 
native  land.  They  made  a home  in  this  new 
country,  clearing  and  developing  the  land,  and 
there  reared  their  family  of  six  children.  They 
are  still  living,  and  have  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 

Our  subject,  being  the  eldest  of  the  children, 
was  called  upon  at  an  early  age  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  the  farm.  His  educational  privileges 
were  consequently  limited,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  his  school  days  were  over  His  father 
could  always  find  plenty  of  work  for  his  five  sons, 
and  under  his  able  guidance  our  subject  became 
a thorough  and  painstaking  agriculturist.  Until 
his  marriage  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm. 


| with  the  exception  of  one  summer,  when  he 
! worked  for  his  uncle,  Jacob  Swartz,  in  LaCrange 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  On  April  15,  1886, 
Mr.  Swartz  married  Miss  Annie  Hastings,  who 
| was  the  daughter  of  R.  C.  Hastings,  a highly  re- 
; spected  citizen  of  Montgomery  township.  She 
I died  the  following  year,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Rochester  cemetery.  In  Freedom  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  our  subject  was  again  mar- 
ried, on  January  31,  1889,  his  second  union  being 
j with  Miss  Mary  Ruch,  who  was  born  in  Canton 
Berne,  Switzerland,  June  18,  1865,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Messer)  Ruch.  In 
j that  country  her  father  was  employed  as  a butch- 
er, and  in  1S72  brought  his  family  thence  to  the 
United  States,  sailing  from  Havre,  France.  At 
j the  end  of  nine  days  they  landed  safely  in  New 
York,  whence  they  came  to  Wood  county,  the 
father  purchasing  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Webster 
township,  where  he  and  his  worthy  wife  still  re- 
side. In  his  family  are  nine  children,  one  son 
and  eight  daughters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz  have 
two  children — William  L. , born  June  5.  1S90; 
and  john  Arthur,  born  June  25,  1895. 

In  February,  1 S 8 3 , Mr.  Swartz  bought  seven- 
ty-four acres  of  land  in  Section  18.  Montgomery 
; township,  paying  $25  per  acre  for  the  same, 
which  was  then  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  not 
a building  of  any  kind  stood  upon  the  place.  He 
at  once  began  the  work  of  improvement,  clearing 
away  the  timber, and  placing  the  land  under  cul- 
tivation, and  spent  a portion  of  three  winters  in  a 
little  shanty,  keeping  “bachelors  hall"  while  he 
! was  developing  his  land.  He  encountered  on  his 
j farm  the  same  conditions  that  the  earliest  settlers 
were  forced  to  meet.  The  land  was  heavily 
1 timbered,  and  of  the  character  of  all  the  wild  land 
in  the  “Black  Swamp.”  However,  he  went  in- 
dustriously to  work,  and  has  transformed  the  place 
into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  community. 

! making  every  improvement  thereon,  so  that  it 
now  stands  a monument  to  his  thrift,  enterprise 
and  persistent  efforts.  The  buildings  are  of  a 
substantial  character,  and  in  1896  he  erected  an 
j excellent  new  barn.  He  is  a man  of  the  strictest 
j integrity  and  reliability,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
j valued  citizen,  progressive  and  public-spirited. 

| 

S.  S.  Long.  Among  the  wide-awake  and  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Prairie  Depot,  this  gentle- 
man holds  a leading  position.  He  is  a native  of 
W ood  count}',  born  in  Section  34,  Montgomery 
township,  November  25,  1857,  and  a son  of  John 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Sampsel)  Long.  During  hi> 
boyhood  he  attended  the  district  school  near  his 
; home,  his  first  teacher  being  Emma  Could.  He 
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remained  upon  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred 
until  his  marriage,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
season,  when,  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  worked 
elsewhere. 

In  October,  18S2,  Mr.  Long  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Sarah  M.  Gangwer,  of  Montgom- 
ery township,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Virgil,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother's  death  occurred 
October  22,  1883,  and  they  were  buried  together. 
In  Michigan,  May  25,  18S7,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Long  and  Miss  Lettie  A.  Algyre, 
who  was  born  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  May  24,  1868, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  David  H.  and  Sarah  (Kel- 
ler) Algyre.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Long  lo- 
cated on  the  home  farm,  but  shortly  afterward 
removed  to  Prairie  Depot,  where  he  remained 
until  1890.  He  next  lived  upon  his  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 34,  Montgomery  township,  but  since  Octo- 
ber, 1 894,  he  has  made  his  home  in  Prairie  Depot, 
occupying  his  comfortable  and  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Maple  street.  He  has  done  consider- 
able contract  work  in  Wood,  Seneca  and  San- 
dusky counties,  building  bridges  for  township  and 
count}-  authorities,  and  has  also  been  extensively 
engaged  in  ditch  contracting.  He  still  owns  the 
home  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Montgomery  township, 
and  also  forty  acres  of  land  in  Soinerfield  town- 
ship,  Monroe  Co.,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Long  takes  an  intelligent  and  earnest  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  is  active  in  promoting 
every  scheme  that  will  in  any  way  benefit  the 
town.  He  upholds  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  takes  no  prominent  part  in  polit- 
ical affairs;  and  he  is  eminently  worthy  of  the 
trust  and  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  A thorough  business  man — his 
success  is  entirely  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts, 
and  jpie  justly  ranks  among  the  representative  self- 
niade  men  of  Wood  county. 

J.  W.  Underwood,  the  well-known  assistant 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 
October  2,  1858.  His  father,  the  late  Gideon 
Lnderwood,  was  born  August  22,  1820,  in  Law- 
rence county,  Penn.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Margaret 
(McMahan)  Underwood,  was  a native  of  Lowell, 
Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  born  in  1822,  and  is  still 
living  in  Center  township,  where  she  has  had  her 
home  since  November,  1861. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  three 
years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty. and  he  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  near  his  home,  and  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Portage.  At  an  early  age  he 
became  a clerk  in  a drug  store  at  Bowling  Green, 


| and  after  serving  in  that  capacity  three  years, 
went  to  Weston  and  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  Ranger.  Two  years  afterward  he  sold  out 
his  interests  there  and  came  back  to  Bowling 
Green,  becoming  a partner  with  Dr.  Lincoln  in  a 
similar  enterprise,  to  the  building  up  of  which 
business  he  devoted  himself  for  five  years,  and 
then  he  disposed  of  his  share,  and  bought  a farm 
in  Plain  township  which  he  still  owns.  He  mar- 
ried a native  of  that  township,  Miss  Allie  J. 
Hartman,  a daughter  of  John  Hartman,  and  he 
built  on  his  property  a pleasant  and  commodi- 
ous residence,  which  they  occupied  for  some 
time  But  the  busy  marts  of  trade  are  more 
congenial  to  Mr.  Underwood  than  the  solitude  of 
farm  life,  and,  after  spending  some  months  in  im- 
proving his  land,  he  again  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  with  a brother-in-law,  at  Weston,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Underwood  & Hartman.  Seven 
months  later  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Bowl- 
ing Green,  where  he  has  since  remained.  The 
work  of  selling  out  the  stock  of  a grocery  store 
occupied  some  time,  and  then,  in  March,  1891, 
he  assumed  the  duties  of  bookkeeper  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  became  assistant 
cashier  January  1,  1893.  He  possesses  excellent 
business  judgment,  and  holds  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  stockholders  and  the  community. 
Still  young,  he  has  the  best  of  his  life  before 
him,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  “coming 
men  ” in  this  locality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  among  the  leaders  in 
the  social  and  philanthropical  activities  of  the 
city.  They  have  two  daughters,  Stella  and 
Esther.  Mr.  Underwood  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  M.  Forrester.  The  fine  farm  occu- 
pied by  our  subject  in  Center  township,  invariably 
attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler,  as  being 
under  the  supervision  of  a thorough  and  skillful 
agriculturist,  and  a man  of  good  business  qualities. 

' The  residence  of  Mr.  Forrester  in  Wood  count}-, 
dates  from  his  birth,  which  occurred  May  8,  1859, 
and  he  is  a son  of  Thomas  Forrester,  a native  of 
Scotland. 

The  district  schools  of  Webster  township 
afforded  our  subject  his  educational  privileges, 
and  on  completing  his  literary  studies  he  gave  his 
entire  time  to  the  operation  of  his  father's  farm 
until  18S6.  when  he  bought  120  acres  ot  land  in 
j Center  township.  This  he  has  since  cultivated 
| and  improved  with  excellent  buildings,  and  there 
1 are  found  all  the  conveniences  that  go  to  make 
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up  a model  farm  of  the  19th  century.  Besides 
his  rich  fields  of  grain  he  has  a good  orchard,  and 
the  place  yields  him  a bountiful  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  expends  upon  it. 

On  June  8,  1886,  James  M.  Forrester  was 
married  to  Miss  Iona  Ickes,  the  only  daughter  of 
Levi  Ickes,  of  Webster  township,  Wood  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a 
son — Hugh,  born  on  September  28,  1S90,  and  a 
daughter — Lola,  born  May  5,  1S96.  Mr.  For- 
rester is  numbered  among  the  most  industrious 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  the  county  where 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  and  those  who 
have  known  him  longest  are  numbered  among 
his  stanchest  friends.  He  filled  the  position  of 
school  director  for  four  years,  and  is  at  present 
trustee  of  his  township. 

John  W.  Clemens,  who  is  now  living  retired 
on  his  farm  in  Portage  township,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  March  18,  1844,  in  Loudon  town- 
ship, Seneca  county,  a son  of  Daniel  Clemens. 

Daniel  Clemens  came  to  Ohio  when  a young 
man,  from  western  Pennsylvania.  He  entered 
land  in  the  woods  of  Seneca  county,  where  he 
married  Hannah  Kizer,  and  there  lived  for  some 
years,  coming  with  his  family  to  Wood  county 
when  our  subject  was  a mere  child.  He  had 
bought  eighty  acres  of  new  land  in  Section  26, 
Portage  township,  near  Six  Points,  and  as  there 
was  no  house  on  this  place,  the  family  lived  with 
a neighbor  until  a board  shanty  was  erected. 
At  this  time  the  old  corduroy  road  was  the  only 
one  leading  to  Six  Points,  and  the  entire  country 
was  sparsely  settled  and  unimproved.  Mr. 
Clemens  commenced  at  once  to  clear  his  land, 
also  following  his  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he 
worked  at  evenings  on  a bench  in  the  corner  of 
their  shanty.  In  those  days  each  customer 
would  bring  his  own  leather,  and  the  work  was 
usually  paid  for  in  farm  labor  or  provisions. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clemens  were  the  parents  of  four- 
teen children,  four  sons  and  ten  daughters,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity  but  Charles,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  only  three  of  the  others  are  now 
deceased — Jacob,  Charles  and  Delilah.  The 
parents  both  li^ed  to  advanced  ages,  dying  when 
seventy  and  seventy-two  years  old,  respectively, 
and  both  are  buried  in  Mt.  Zion  Church  cemetery. 

Our  subject  received  such  advantages  for 
education  as  the  schools  of  his  boyhood  days  af- 
forded, and  was  reared  by  his  father  to  agricult- 
ure. He  also  worked  away  from  home,  husking 
corn  and  doing  other  farm  work,  and  for  a time 
was  engaged  in  hauling  lumber  to  Fostoria,  dur- 
ing the  days  when  fine  poplar  brought  only  $8  j 


per  thousand.  On  October  12,  1864,  he  enlisted 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Company  B,  55th  O.  V. 
I.,  Capt.  H.  Osborn,  joining  his  regiment  at  At- 
lanta without  any  drilling  whatever.  Being 
taken  sick  here,  he  was  returned  to  Cumberland 
Hospital,  where  he  was  confined  ten  or  twelve 
days,  afterward  serving  in  Thomas'  Division,  and 
then  starting  for  Savannah  by  way  of  New  York. 
On  the  way  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  torn  up  the  railroad;  but  was  shortly  after- 
ward paroled  and  went  on  to  New  York,  where 
he  was  seized  with  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and 
lay  in  a hospital  one  month.  He  rejoined  his  reg- 
iment at  • Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  followed  the  cam- 
paign to  the  close  of  the  war,  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  on 
July  11,  1865,  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  being  honorably  discharged  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  teaming  and  farming  for  some  time. 
On  March  12,  1S68,  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Portage  township,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Pal- 
merton.  who  was  born  February  13,  1852,  in 
Marion,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Nancy 
(Leslie)  Paimerton,  who  came  from  New  York  to 
Marion  county,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Wood 
county.  Lyman  Paimerton  died  in  1854,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  twelve  children,  and.  though 
he  left  them  eighty  acres  of  land,  it  was  little 
more  than  a swamp  and  a forest,  and  at  that  time 
would  not  have  yielded  enough  for  them  to  live  on. 
But  the  brave  mother  worked  earnestly  and  faith- 
fully to  keep  her  large  family,  and  supported 
them  in  comfort  until  they  were  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves,  doing  all  kinds  of  hard  labor,  cut- 
ting corn,  shearing  sheep,  working  on  the  farm, 
sewing  and  spinning.  She  was  a noble  Christian 
woman,  and  her  children  revere  the  memory  of  a 
devoted,  loving  mother,  who  spared  neither 
energy  nor  pains  to  rear  her  family  in  industry 
and  comfort.  She  was  buried  in  Sugar  Grove 
cemetery,  where  Mr.  Palmerton’s  remains  also 
rest.  At  the  time  of  his  death  there  were  no 
horses  to  take  him  to  his  grave,  and  oxen  were 
used. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  our  subject  was 
the  owner  of  a horse  and  buggy,  and  he  traded 
| the  buggy  for  another  horse,  afterward  trading 
i the  team  for  the  land  on  which  he  now  lives. 
At  first  he  did  his  farm  work  with  a yoke  of  oxen, 
but  by  hard  work  and  good  management  he  pros- 
pered, and  was  able  to  provide  himself  with  im- 
plements and  horses,  and  to  improve  his  farm  in 
many  ways.  The  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
25  which  he  still  owns  and  on  which  he  lives,  are 
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highly  improved,  and  he  made  a most  comfort- 
able home  out  of  what  was  once  a wilderness. 
Since  1891  he  has  lived  comparatively  retired, 
ill  health  compelling  him  to  abandon  active  farm 
work,  but  he  well  deserves  the  rest  he  is  now  en- 
joying, having  wasted  no  time  in  his  younger 
days.  He  has  resided  on  this  farm  with  the  ex- 
ception of  ten  months,  when  he  lived  on  rented 
land  in  Portage  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clemens  have  had  five  children, 
as  follows:  Alonzo  F. , born  January  19,  [869, 

who  is  a farmer  and  teamster  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Nancy  J.,  born  September  21,  1S72,  now 
Mrs.  Henry  McEwen,  of  Portage  township; 
Rosa  M. , born  September  12,  1875,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Shaffer,  of  Portage  township;  Eva  M. , 
born  October  25,  1881,  and  Eillie  D.,  born  June 
1,  1888.  Mr.  Clemens,  like  his  father  before 
him,  is  a stanch  Republican  in  political  sentiment. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Randal!  Post  No.  53, 
G.  A.  R. , Freeport,  Ohio. 

Michael  Aurand,  one  of  the  enterprising, 
prosperous  farmers  of  Portage  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  March  30,  1S43,  in  Liberty 
township,  Hancock  county,  a son  of  Samuel 
Aurand. 

Samuel  Aurand  was  born  in  Pickaway  count}', 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood, and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
During  early  life  he  also  learned  the  cooper's 
trade,  which  he  continued  to  follow  as  long  as  it 
was  profitable;  but  he  gave  the  greater  part  of 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  was  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  In  Pickaway  county  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rachel  Truce,  and  the  young  couple 
removed  to  Hancock  county,  where  Mr.  Aurand's 
father  had  given  him  a piece  of  land,  at  that 
time  unimproved  and  covered  with  timber,  and 
they  built  the  first  house  on  the  place.  Here 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  long,  busy 
lives,  Mr.  Aurand  living  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  his  wife  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  They  reared  a large  family,  as  follows: 
Jonathan,  who  is  a farmer  of  Hancock  county, 
Ohio;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  William  Tanner),  who 
died  at  Dunkirk,  Ohio;  Rachel,  who  is  the  widow 
of  Allen  Twining;  Susan  (Mrs.  Henry  George),  of 
Findlay,  Ohio;  Matilda,  who  is  unmarried; 
Henry,  a farmer  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio; 
Michael,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch;  Lucinda 
(Mrs.  Michael  Louck),  of  Findlay;  Lydia  (Mrs. 
James  Irvin),  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Simon, 
who  is  a sheep  rancher  in  Montana;  and  Clifton, 
of  Findlay,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aurand  both 
sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  cemetery  at  Findlay, 


Ohio.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
served  as  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Liberty  township,  Hancock  county,  though  he 
did  not  devote  much  time  to  public  affairs. 

During  his  boyhood  Michael  Aurand  attended 
the  district  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
home,  which  in  those  days  were  far  inferior  to 
the  schools  of  the  present  time.  He  was  trained 
to  farm  work,  and  remained  on  the  home  place 
until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  army,  at  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  on  August  22,  1S62.  He  became  a 
member  of  Company  G,  1 1 8th  O.  V.  I.,  Capt. 
Samuel  Howard,  and  after  camping  at  Lima  for 
some'weeks,  they  were  sent  to  Cincinnati,  at  the 
time  of  Morgan's  threatened  invasion.  After 
this  they  were  detailed  to  guard  the  Kentucky 
Central  railroad,  being  engaged  thus  for  ten 
months.  Their  first  active  duty  was  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Moss  Creek,  Tenn. , and  our  subject 
participated  in  that,  and  in  all  ether  battles  in 
which  his  command  took  part,  being  unfit  for  duty- 
only  two  weeks  during  his  entire  term  of  service, 
which  lasted  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  \\as 
honorably-  discharged  in  July,  1865,  and  returning 
to  Hancock  county  commenced  to  work  as  a farm 
hand  on  his  own  account,  continuing  thus  until 
his  marriage.  At  that  time  he  had  about  $300 
saved,  and  he  rented  a house  on  the  home  farm, 
and  also  rented  land,  which  he  worked  four  years, 
finally-  buying  land  in  Jackson  township,  Han- 
cock county-,  part  of  the  home  farm  of  his  wife's 
parents.  This  he  traded  for  a forty-acre  tract  in 
the  same  township,  and  later  sold  and  bought 
fifty-six  acres  there,  living  in  Hancock  county 
until  October,  1884,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  Portage  township.  Wood  county. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  lying  in  Section 
24,  which  was  then  in  a very  poor  condition, 
almost  entirely  unimproved,  and  they  lived  in  a 
log  house  for  some  time.  But  Mr.  Aurand  has 
worked  steadily  on  the  land  since  removing  here, 
and  its  present  condition  is  a credit  to  him,  for 
he  has  sixty  acres  in  a good  state  of  cultivation, 
made  fertile  by  care  and  good  underdraining,  and 
equipped  with  good  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments, which  give  the  place  a neat  and  thrifty 
appearance.  In  September,  1S93,  the  family 
moved  into  their  fine  new  home. 

In  iS5S,  in  Jackson  township,  Hancock  coun- 
ty, Mr.  Aurand  was  united  in  marriage,  with  Miss 
Catherine  S.  Misamore,  a native  of  Hancock 
county,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  A.  Stout 
Misamore,  farming  people.  Ten  children  haw 
blessed  this  union,  viz.:  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  bred 

Metter),  of  Poriage;  Sherman  E..  who  lives  at 
home;  Susan,  who  married  Charles  Musser,  and 
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died  in  Portage  township;  Nora  E.  (Mrs.  Robert  j 
Bateson),  of  Six  Points;  William  H. ; Bertha  M. ; I 
Early  ]. ; Florence  H.,  who  died  in  infancy;  I 
Harry  L. , and  Harvey  M.  Mr.  Aurand  is  a 
Republican  in  political  belief,  and  has  served  as 
school  director  of  District  No.  5,  in  Portage 
township;  but  aside  from  that  he  has  not  taken 
any  active  part  in  public  affairs,  devoting  his  time 
to  his  farm  and  home. 

Jacob  Dieter.  Of  the  many  German-born 
citizens  who  have  assisted  in  the  work  of  opening  \ 
up  the  varied  activities  of  this  section,  and  estab- 
lishing its  prosperity,  the  hardy  pioneer  whose  j 
name  introduces  this  sketch  is  among  the  oldest  j 
now  living. 

He  is  a native  of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  born  j 
September  25,  1S24,  the  eldest  son  and  second  ; 
child  of  Andrew  and  Barbara  (Keller)  Dieter.  Fie 
attended  such  schools  in  the  Fatherland  as  his  i 
father  could  afford,  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  j 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  Here  ! 
he  spent  one  term  in  school,  familiarizing  himself 
with  the  English  language;  but,  being  the  eldest 
son,  he  was  the  first  to  be  of  use  to  his  parents,  j 
and  his  help  was  given  at  the  expense  of  his  edu-  I 
cation.  Though  not  large,  he  was  strong  and 
robust,  and  could  perform  much  work.  Fie  as- 
sisted at  home  until  his  marriage  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  to  Miss  Altha  Geer,  a native  of  West- 
field  township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  who  was  born 
December  28,  1827,  the  only  daughter  of  Amasa 
Geer,  a Yankee  by  birth,  and  his  wife,  Cynthia 
Hays,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  of  Scotch  pa-  | 
rentage.  Their  children  were  as  follows;  War- 
ren went  to  Utah,  and  has  not  been  heard  from 
for  many  years;  Joseph,  a soldier,  lost  his  life 
during  the  Civil  war;  Amasa  died  in  childhood; 
Edward  and  Thomas  died  in  youth;  Alexander 
was  killed  while  in  the  army;  John,  a peddler, 
mysteriously  disappeared  in  Illinois,  being  proba-  j 
bly  murdered;  Altha  married  our  subject,  and 
Wesley  died  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Geer  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years  in  Vermilion  county,  Ind. ; I 
but  Mrs.  Geer  departed  this  life  when  her  daugh- 
ter was  only  seven  years  old,  and  this  caused  the 
young  girl  to  be  placed  among  strangers  to  make  } 
her  own  way.  She  was  a large,  well-built  girl,  j 
and  possessed  more  than  ordinary  strength,  being 
able  to  do  the  work  of  any  boy  of  her  age,  and 
more  than  some  could  do.  Fortunately  she  found 
a good  home,  with  the  family  of  Calvin  Putnam, 
a farmer,  of  Medina  county,  where  she  li\  <1  for 
sometime.  Her  opportunities  for  schooling  were 
poor,  one  winter  term  being  the  most  that  she  had. 

The  young  couple  had  but  few  household  i 


goods  and  fewer  dollars,  but  each  was  healthy, 
strong  and  industrious,  with  the  energy  of  youth 
to  sustain  them,  and  such  an  entrance  on  life's 
pathway  did  not  discourage  them.  Mr.  Dieter 
rented  land  in  Medina  county,  and  began  farm- 
ing, remaining  in  that  locality  until  early  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  when  with  his  wife  and  baby  he 
moved  to  Wood.  county  and  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  They  drove  through  from 
their  old  home,  and  one  wagon  was  sufficient  to 
carry  their  entire  belongings.  It  was  necessary 
to  rent  land  again,  and  not  until  1853  did  they 
have  a home  which  they  could  call  their  own. 
Previous  to  this  purchase  they  spent  one  year  in 
Vermilion  county,  Ind.,  but  on  their  return  they 
bought  twenty  acres  in  Section  22,  Montgomery 
township,  a part  of  the  “ home  farm  " of  the 
Dieter  family.  Mr.  Dieter  built  a hewed-log 
house  with  his  own  hands,  and  here  he  and  his 
wife  spent  many  happy  days.  It  was  sparsely 
furnished,  but  it  was  their  very  own,  and  Mrs. 
Dieter  took  quite  as  much  pride  in  keeping  it 
neat  and  clean  as  she  does  in  the  appearance  of 
their  present  modern  residence.  She  was  a power- 
ful woman,  and  often  helped  her  husband  in  the 
fields,  doing  a remarkable  amount  of  work.  Mr. 
Dieter  enlarged  his  income  by  working  for  others, 
chopping  in  winter  and  farming  in  summer. 
Money  was  scarce  and  wages  lowr,  and  he  walked 
seven  miles  to  split  rails  at  fifty  cents  per  day. 
Thus  they  toiled,  each  }7ear  seeing  their  condi- 
tion improved,  and  soon  more  land  was  bought, 
and  a better  home  built. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  whose 
names,  with  dates  of  birth  are  given  here:  Bar- 

bara M.,  July  16,  1849,  married  Thomas  Laflure, 
of  Bettsville,  Ohio,  and  has  three  children — 
Clara,  Alia,  and  Maggie.  (2)  Alexander  P.,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1851,  a farmer  in  Portage  township, 
has  three  children — Bert,  Charles,  and  Jacob. 
(3)  MaryJ.,  March  30,  1 S 5 3 , died  October  15, 
1856.  (4)  Julia  A.,  December  25,  1855.  mar- 

ried John  Richards,  of  Idaho,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Ella  and  Frederick.  (5)  John  H..  Au- 
gust 31,  1857.  a farmer  in  Montgomerv  township, 
has  three  children — Carrie,  Allen,  and  Frederick. 
(6)  Christena  C. , born  September  10.  1850, 

married  Reuben  Gardner,  of  Helena.  Ohio,  and 
has  one  child — Charles.  (7)  MaryE.,  F'ebruary 
10,  1862,  married  Charles  Lawhead,  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  has  three  children — Wil- 
bur, Harvey,  and  Mahlon.  (8)  Clara  J.,  March 
25,  1864.  married  Charles  Cook,  of  Georgia,  and 
has  two  children— Maud  and  Claude.  9 Charles 
F. , born  in  1872,  died  in  infancy. 

In  1870  Mr.  Dieter  moved  to  a farm  in  Sec- 
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tion  28,  Montgomery  township,  near  Prairie 
Depot,  and  he  now  owns  about  100  acres  of  val- 
uable land  there,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable residences  in  Risingsun,  where  he  lived 
from  April,  1894  to  April,  1896.  tie  now  re- 
sides upon  his  farm.  He  has  a goodly  compe- 
tence won  by  the  efforts  of  the  past  years,  and  his 
estimable  wife  receives  from  him  a large  share  of 
the  credit  for  its  accumulation.  They  have  given 
each  of  their  children  a liberal  start  in  life,  and 
are  generous  contributors  to  any  worthy  cause. 
Mr.  Dieter  is  a man  whose  integrity  no  person 
would  question,  and  his  thrift  and  economy  have 
not  caused  him  to  forget  all  aims  except  the  se- 
curing of  property.  He  and  his  wife  have  been 
consistent  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  he  has  held  various 
offices  and  is  one  of  the  pillars.  To  this  and 
other  churches  he  has  given  freely,  helping  to 
erect  many  new  buildings,  and  his  place  will  be 
hard  to  fill  when  he  passes  to  his  eternal  reward. 

Mrs.  Dieter  is  held  in  affectionate  regard 
among  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances  for  the 
kindly  deeds  which  her  strong  but  gentle  hands 
have  done  in  many  sick  rooms.  Day  after  day 
she  has  spent  in  tender  care  for  others,  and  her 
wholesome  presence  is  of  itself  a help  to  recov- 
ery. Her  vitality  is  wonderful,  and,  indeed,  ex- 
cept for  that  fact,  she  could  scarcely  have  lived 
through  such  a life  as  hers,  and  still  be  as  active 
and  well-preserved  as  she  is.  Few  women  will 
be  more  missed;  a kinder-hearted  neighbor  or 
better  mother  could  not  be  found. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Dieter  has  always  taken 
an  intelligent  interest.  Until  Lincoln's  candidacy 
he  was  a Democrat,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
been  a Republican,  and  while  he  has  not  been 
an  office  seeker,  he  takes  keen  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  part}-,  and  attends  elections  regu- 
larly. In  local  politics  he  is  independent,  sup- 
porting the  best  man,  whatever  ticket  his  name 
may  appear  upon. 

Henry  Adams,  a well-to-do,  progressive  farm- 
er of  Portage  township,  and  a member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  the  county,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1845,  Bloom  township,  on  a farm 
in  Section  2.  He  is  the  eldest  son  and  the 
second  child  of  David  and  Lucinda  (Henry) 
Adams. 

In  his  boyhood  Henry  Adams  attended  the 
district  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
subsequently  spent  two  terms  at  school  in  Fos- 
toria,  one  at  a select  school,  and  one  at  the  Union 
school  there,  receiving  altogether  a much  better 
school  training  than  most  farmer  boys  of  that 


day.  On  January  20,  1867,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Portage  township,  with  Miss  Marga 
retta  Dresser,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
October  22,  1840,  daughter  of  Aaron  S.  and  Es- 
ther (Davis)  Dresser,  the  former  of  whom  was 
from  New  Hampshire,  the  latter  from  New  Jer- 
sey. Aaron  S.  Dresser  was  born  July  1,  1S00, 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  when  twenty-four  years 
of  age  migrated  west  to  Ohio,  where  he  married, 
on  June  18,  1834,  settling  in  Portage  township. 
Wood  county,  on  the  S.  W.  J Sec.  25.  Here 
he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  over  ninety  years, 
preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife,  and  they  both 
rest  in  'Millgrove  cemetery. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Adams 
continued  to  work  on  the  home  farm,  during  that 
time  serving  as  guardian  of  his  minor  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  then  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  36,  Portage  township,  half  of  his 
present  farm,  which  had  been  improved  and  cul- 
tivated, and  was  equipped  with  very  fair  build- 
ings, which  at  that  time  stood  on  the  east  side  of 
the  tract,  and  were  moved  by  our  subject  when 
he  purchased  the  forty  acres  adjoining,  in  1SS0. 
He  has  remodeled  most  of  the  buildings  and 
erected  others,  and  his  farm  has  a look  of  thrift 
and  neatness  which  would  do  any  man  credit. 
He  has  been  a lifelong  agriculturist,  devoting 
himself  to  this  business  exclusively,  and  has  ac- 
quired a comfortable  property. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  F.  B.,  born  May  15,  1S69, 

who  is  a prosperous  young  farmer  of  Portage 
township;  and  Mettie,  born  July  5,  1875,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Dicken.  Mrs.  Adams,  in  her 
younger  days,  was  a school  teacher,  having  taught 
with  great  success  for  seven  terms  in  Portage  and 
adjoining  townships.  Her  first  certificate  bears 
the  signature  of  Dr.  Ranger,  then  living  at  West 
Millgrove.  Mr.  Adams  is  a Democrat  politically, 
but  takes  no  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  is 
a representative  go-ahead  farmer  of  this  section, 
and  one  of  Portage  township’s  most  substantial 
citizens. 

David  Smith  is  an  industrious,  energetic  man, 
and  all  that  he  has  in  life  he  owes  to  his  own 
efforts.  Dependent  upon  his  own  resources  from 
an  early  age,  he  has  made  the  best  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, and  now,  as  the  reward  of  his  labor,  has 
a comfortable  home.  Mr.  Smith  is  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Perry 
county,  April  4,  1836.  His  father.  Jacob  Smith, 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  July  8,  1797, 
and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  Perry 
county  he  was  married,  April  1,  1820.  to  Anna 
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Snyder,  who  was  there  born,  June  27,  1798. 
They  located  on  a farm  of  fifty  acres,  in  Perry 
county,  and  in  1837  came,  by  team,  to  Ohio, 
the  fathei  purchasing  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  tim- 
ber land  in  Jackson  township,  Crawford  county. 
He  built  a hewed-log  cabin,  and  continued  the 
development  of  his  land.  His  wife  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1 S 3 S , and  on  July  12,  1840,  he  married 
Miss  Ruth  Shorts,  who  died  in  August,  1852. 
Mr.  Smith  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  1864, 
when  he  sold  out,  and  removed  to  Wood  count}'-. 
Here,  in  Jackson  township,  with  his  daughter,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  there 
lived  until  his  death,  on  July  5,  1 S3 3 . To  our 
subject’s  parents  were  born  ten  children:  Susan- 
na, who  was  born  October  20,  1822,  and  died 
September  21,  1882;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
December  25,  1823.  and  died  in  childhood;  John, 
who  was  born  March  13,  1S25,  and  died  in  child- 
hood; Joseph,  who  was  born  February  9,  1827, 
and  was  never  heard  from  after  he  left  home  in 
early  manhood;  Maria,  who  was  born  May  25, 
1828,  and  is  the  wife  of  Jerry  Schwartz,  of  Mor- 
row county,  Ohio;  Caroline,  who  was  born  June 
14,  1830,  and  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Rentz,  of 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio:  Catherine,  born  December 
30,  1831,  w'idow  of  Henry  Parr,  of  Crawford 
county;  Jonas,  who  was  born  August  9,  1833, 
and  died  in  childhood:  David,  who  was  born  April 
4,  1836;  John  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1838,  and  died  in  early  life.  The  children  born 
of  Jacob  Smith’s  second  marriage  are  Samuel, 
born  July  16,  1841,  a carpenter  of  North  Balti- 
more, Ohio;  Anna  Eliza,  born  November  6,  1842, 
wife  of  Otha  Castle,  of  Gallia,  Ohio;  Sarah,  born 
May  2,  1844,  wife  or  John  Speaker,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  and  Amanda  Ruth,  who  was  born  October 
9,  1846,  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Ockerman,  and 
died  F’ebruary  22,  1878. 

Our  subject  was  only  a year  old  when  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  did  not  attend  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age;  but,  largely  through 
his  own  efforts  obtained  a practical  education, 
and  is  now  well  informed.  He  is  a capable  car- 
penter, having  learned  the  trade  himself,  and 
until  twenty-seven  years  of  age  aided  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm.  He  was  married  July  21, 
1863,  and  on  the  31st  of  August,  1864,  brought 
his  little  family  to  Wood  county,  purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Henry  township. 
He  has  since  ditched,  fenced  and  improved  this 
place,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  well-tilled  fields 
now  stands  a large  and  substantial  residence  and 
good  barns.  The  first  home,  however,  was  a log 
cabin,  which  was  replaced  by  a mote  modern 
structure  in  1888. 


Mr.  Smith  first  married  Hannah  Magner,  who 
died  on  the  homestead  farm  May  8,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  forty-one.  They  had  the  following  named 
children — Ortha  Elma,  born  July  10,  1864,  wife 
of  William  Henning,  of  Henry  township;  Charles 
Wesley,  born  March  22,  1866;  Clara  Belle,  born 
June  16,  1868;  Minerva  Ellen,  born  October  22, 
1870,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Phcenix,  of  Bow- 
ling Green;  Albert  A.,  who  was  born  October  15, 
1S72,  and  died  February  12,  1874;  Bertha  I., 
born  June  2,  1875;  and  Lettie  Cyria,  born  Janu- 
: ary  4,  1879.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Eeah  Ronk,  the  wedding  taking  place  in 
Crawford  county,  September  21,  1880.  The  lady 
was  born  November  23,  1835,  ‘n  Dauphin  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca 
Ronk.  Her  mother  is  still  living.  Her  father 
died  when  she  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Smith  has  always  followed  carpentering 
in  connection  with  farming,  and  is  not  only  the 
architect  and  builder  of  his  home,  but  has  made 
I almost  all  of  the  furniture.  He  still  has  in  use 
the  cook  stove  which  his  father  used  throughout 
his  life,  and  a water  pail  which  his  father  pur- 
chased in  1 820.  In  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
i of  which  Church  all  his  children,  save  one  (who 
j belongs  to  the  Disciples  Church)  are  members,  he 
is  an  active  worker,  and  has  been  a reader  of  the 
Telescope,  the  Church  paper,  for  forty-eight. years, 
i while  he  has  read  the  Bible  completely  through 
seven  times.  His  life  has  been  an  honorable,  up- 
right one,  and  all  who  know  him  esteem  him 
> highly  for  his  genuine  worth. 

James  M.  Ferguson,  a public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen,  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
1 of  Wood  county,  and  having  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  within  its  borders,  is  a 
j native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  born  June  1, 
1839.  He  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  whose  parents  were 
James  and  Mary  (Scroggs)  Ferguson.  He  at- 
tended the.  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
I until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Wood  county.  Here  he  engaged 
in  hunting,  and  the  money  he  thus  made  went 
to  the  support  of  the  family.  On  one  occasion 
he  had  a narrow  escape,  being  attacked  by  a 
1 catamount,  which  sprang  upon  him,  but  after  a 
time  he  succeeded  in  killing  the  animal. 

In  July,  1863,  >n  McComb,  Ohio,  Mr.  Fer- 
guson enrolled  his  name  among  the  members  of 
j Company  L,  1st  O.  H.  A.,  and  soon  after  went 
i to  the  front,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
; the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Knoxville. 

I Tenn.,  in  1865,  and  immediately  returned  home 
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The  following  year  he  was  married  in  Milton 
Center,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mandana  Richardson,  who 
was  born  October  8,  1846,  and  is  a daughter  of 
.Ma  and  jane  (Staples)  Richardson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Vermont,  the  latter  of  Maine.  Mrs. 
Ferguson  was  born  in  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and 
when  a little  girl  accompanied  her  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
lived  for  two  years,  then  came  to  Wood  county. 

In  1870  Mr.  Richardson  and  his  wife  went  to 
Isabella  county,  Mich.,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  that 
State  at  the  age  of  ninety.  They  were  parents  \ 
of  twelve  children,  namely:  Polly,  Seth,  Caro- 
line, Fidelia,  Bernard,  Lucy,  Fannie,  Leland. 
Victoria,  Charles  W.,  Mandana  and  Abbie. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson 
located  on  a forty-acre  farm  in  Jackson  township, 
and  in  1S83  Mr.  Ferguson  purchased  his  present 
place,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now 
owns  seventy-five  acres.  Their  ho  mg  has  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children — Jesse,  who  is  mar- 
ried, and  lives  in  Jackson  township;  and  Madilla, 
Janies,  Demus,  Malcolm,  Winfield,  Clark,  John 
Allen,  Ern  and  Vern  (twins),  Charles,  and  Ola 
May,  all  yet  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Ferguson  is  a stalwart  Republican,  un- 
swerving in  support  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  j 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Grand  Army  j 
Post,  of  Hoytville,  and,  in  the  discharge  of  all  his 
duties  of  citizenship,  he  displays  the  same  loyalty  j 
that  he  manifested  on  Southern  battle  fields.  He  ! 
has  been  self-supporting  from  his  boyhood,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  diligence  and  capable  man- 
agement is  now  the  possessor  of  a comfortable 
home. 

Jacob  C.  Young.  Among  some  of  the  most 
enterprising  citizens  of  Lake  township  are  those 
who  were  born  in  German}',  and  who  have  brought 
to  this  fertile  and  productive  country  the  thrift 
and  economy  of  the  Old  World.  Among  these  j 
th,  me  is  no  figure  that  stands  out  more  promi-  | 
nently  in  the  history  of  the  township,  than  Jacob 
C.  Y oung,  one  of  the  bold  pioneers,  who  first  ' 
broke  the  way  for  civilization  into  the  timbered 
regions  of  this  locality. 

He  was  born  in  Hessen-Darmstadt,  on  May  20,  [ 
• 831,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Eva  Catherine 
(liefdeier)  Young,  also  natives  of  the  same  prov- 
ince, the  father  born  in  1784,  and  the  mother,  in 
1 79 '•  There  the  former  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  life,  dying  in  1851,  and  his  wife  also 
died  in  Germanyin  1876.  In  their  family  were  four 
children:  Philip  is  still  a resident  of  Germany. 

Antoine  located  in  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  \ 


where  he  still  resides,  and  there  enlisted  in  the 
89th  O.  V.  I.,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  Sa- 
bine is  also  living  in  Germany.  Jacob  C.  com- 
pletes the  family. 

In  the  Fatherland  the  last  named  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  became  familiar  with  the  duties 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  an  agriculturist.  Resolved 
to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  he  took  passage  on 
a sailing  vessel  at  Havre,  P'rance,  and,  after  a long 
and  tedious  voyage  of  forty-six  days,  landed  safelv 
at  New  York,  in  1853,  whence  he  came  direct  to 
Lake  township,  Wood  county,  where  he  worked 
by  the  day  and  month  for  some  time.  However, 
in  1857,  he  purchased  forty  acres  in  the  woods, 
and  at  once  commenced  clearing  the  same,  and 
erected  thereon  a log  house,  which  continued  to 
be  his  place  of  abode  until  1871,  when  he  built 
his  present  substantial  residence.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  the  obstacles  he  met  in  developing  his  wild 
land,  he  has  by  hard  and  persistent  work  placed 
it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Young  aided  his 
adopted  country  in  her  struggle  to  preserve  the 
Union,  being  a member  of  Company  B,  189th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Camp 
Chase,  Columbus,  whence  he  was  sent  to  Browns- 
boro  and  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  he  was  sta- 
tioned most  of  the  time.  He  was  detailed  to  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  in  which  he  served 
until  discharged  in  September,  1865,  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  He  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Lake  township. 

In  that  township,  in  1862,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Crossmann,  a native  of  Germany, 
born  November  23,  1844.  Her  parents,  Peter 
and  Margaret  Elizabeth  (Sayer)  Crossmann. 
were  born  in  Hessen-Darmstadt  (the  former 
March  23,  1810,  the  latter  November  16.  1816), 
and,  in  1850,  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  first 
at  Toledo,  but  six  years  later  becoming  residents 
of  Lake  township,  this  county,  where,  June  8. 
[891,  he  passed  away,  and  where  also  his  wife 
died  May  9,  1893.  Five  children  graced  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young— Mrs  Eva  Tan- 
ner, of  Toledo;  Adam,  who  died  in  1864;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Whiteman,  of  Ottawa  county.  Ohio 
Mary,  who  died  in  1869;  and  Henry,  who  died 
in  1873. 

The  parents  are  both  worthy  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Millbury,  Wood  count}, 
thoroughly  identified  with  its  interests,  and  are 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  as  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  fn  politics,  Mr.  Young 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  part}.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  a great  hunter,  and  in  this 
frontier  region  had  ample  opportunity  to  indulge 


• it 


■ 

' 


892 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


in  that  sport,  as  at  the  time  when  he  arrived 
the  country  was  sparsely  settled,  and  game  was 
quite  numerous. 

He?  iRY  Schwenk,  an  agriculturist  of  Middle- 
ton  township,  was  born  near  Hunt's  Corners,  in 
H uron  county,  Ohio,  March  12,  1861,  and  is  a j 
son  of  Martin  and  Mary  (Lydorf)  Schwenk,  natives 
of  Germany.  From  Huron  county  the  father  re- 
moved to  Middleton  township,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  until  his  death  in  1870.  Mrs.  Schwenk 
afterward  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Keller,  a 
farmer  of  Perrysburg,  and  died  in  18S9. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of  the  first  mar- 
riage. In  the  common  schools  of  Middleton 
township  he  acquired  his  early  education,  and  aft- 
erward spent  three  years  as  a student  in  the  Ger- 
man school  at  Perrysburg.  He  began  life  as  a ! 
farm  hand,  and  to-day  is  the  owner  of  fifty-two  j 
acres  of  land  which  he  received  from  his  parents,  | 
being  the  only  heir.  By  ditching  and  tiling  he 
has  drained  the  place,  and  a fine  residence,  good 
barns  and  other  necessary  outbuildings  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  is 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and,  in  addition  to  his  home  property,  he  is  to-day 
the  owner  of  three  good  residences  in  Huron 
county. 

Mr.  Schwenk  has  been  twice  married.  In  1S86 
he  wedded  Rekie  Huebner,  who  was  born  in  Lucas 
county,  in  1S65.  She  died  in  1S90,  and  their 
only  child  died  in  infancy.  April  16.  1S91,  Mr. 
Schwenk  was  married  to  Setta  Keiner,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  county,  March  1,  1866.  They  have 
one  son,  Martin  PI.,  born  June  26,  1S93. 

Mr.  Schwenk  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a Lu- 
theran. Pie  is  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word 
a self-made  man. 

Daniel  Stahl,  of  Bradner,  a well-known 
landholder  and  agriculturist,  is  one  of  the  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Montgomery  township,  wrhere 
(in  Section  1)  he  entered  upon  life's  journey  No- 
vember 20,  1846,  the  youngest  son  of  Godfrey 
and  Rosannah  (Weigle)  Stahl. 

Pie  attended  in  boyhood  the  old  Prospect 
School,  and  his  first  teacher  was  his  sister  Cath- 
erine; but  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  as  he  was  the  only 
boy  at  home,  and  his  father  was  in  the  army,  he  j 
was  obliged  to  devote  his  time  to  farm  work.  ! 
Although  Ids  studies  were  thus  interrupted,  he 
passed  the  teacher's  examination  at  Fr  mont 
when  he  was  twenty-one,  receiving  a license  to 
teach.  He  followed  this  occupation  for  four 
terms  in  Scott  and  Madison  townships,  Sandusky 


county,  living  at  home  during  the  time,  and  giving 
his  spare  time  to  farming.  On  July  17,  1873,  he 
was  married,  at  Bowling  Green,  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Minkler)  Hamilton,  the  widow  of  George  Ham- 
ilton. She  was  born  January  1.  184S,  a daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  G.  and  Alsina  (McCormick)  Minkler, 
of  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county.  Her  father 
was  a millwright  by  trade,  and  followed  the  busi- 
ness in  several  different  States.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  when  he  was  eighty-four  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahl  located  first  upon  a farm 
of  thirty-six  acres,  a part  of  the  old  homestead 
of  the  Stahl  family.  After  a short  time  they 
moved  to  a farm  in  Sandusky  county,  but  in 
November,  1895,  they  came  to  Section  12,  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  they  now  reside.  They 
have  six  children:  Rose  E. , Edna,  Mertie  M., 

Fred,  Harry,  and  Reed  McK. , all  at  home.  Mr. 
Stahl  owns  forty-five  acres  of  very  valuable  land 
at  Bradner,  and  eighty  acres  in  Section  7,  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  county,  as  well  as  an  inter- 
est in  some  oil  holdings,  and  of  his  comfortable 
competence  the  greater  part  has  been  acquired 
by  his  own  efforts.  A man  of  great  foresight  in 
business  matters,  he  manages  his  affairs  with  dis- 
cretion, and  he  has  never  sued  anyone,  or  been 
sued.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a Repub- 
lican, and  in  1896  was  elected  assessor  in  Brad- 
ner precinct.  For  some  years  he  was  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church,  but  he  is  not  now 
connected  with  any  denomination.  In  fraternal 
affiliation  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Bradner. 

Samuel  Sterxaman,  a prominent  agricultur- 
ist of  Webster  township,  was  born  March  31, 
1830,  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , ten  miles  east  of 
Buffalo.  His  father,  Jacob  Sternaman,  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  a wagon  maker  by  trade, 
married  Miss  Catherine  Siaybaugh,  of  Adams 
county,  Penn.  In  October,  1836,  the)-  moved 
from  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , to  Portage  county. 
Ohio,  then  in  October,  1844,  to  Wood  county, 
locating  upon  a farm  of  forty  acres  in  Troy  town- 
ship, then  moving  to  Webster  township,  in  1867. 
The  father  died  in  1856,  the  mother  on  February 
13.  1878.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them: 
William,  deceased;  Jonas,  a farmer  of  Troy 
township;  Peter  and  Benjamin,  both  deceased; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Hiram  A.  Kyes,  of  Free- 
dom township;  Susanna,  the  wife  of  James 
Booth;  Samuel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
j one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject’s  early  education  was  obtained 
in  an  old  log  school  house  in  Troy  township,  but 


■ 


, 

■ 


- 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Sib 


liis  time  was  largely  given  to  the  farm  work  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  twenty-six  years  old.  He  then  bought 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Webster  township, 
near  Luckey,  which  he  has  transformed  into  a 
tine  farm  with  modern  improvements.  He  was 
the  first  to  operate  drilling  machines  for  water 
wells  in  his  township.  The  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life  are  fresh  in  his  recollection,  and  he  has 
seen  Indians,  bears,  wolves  and  turkeys  roaming 
at  will  on  land  which  is  now  dotted  with  farms 
and  villages.  In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Brown,  a native  of  Perry  county,  Ohio, 
born  September  20,  1828,  a daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Mary  (Queen)  Brown,  prominent  residents 
of  Bowling  Green.  No  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sternaman  have 
cared  for  and  educated  Zerna  Myers,  an  adopted 
daughter,  and  Mary  and  Erastus  Sternaman,  the 
orphan  children  of  Wni.  Sternaman,  our  subject's 
brother.  Mary  married  John  E.  Myers,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  has  seven  children:  Zerna,  Julia 
Ann,  Ciemson,  Robert,  Rosena,  Lottie  and 
Gertrude. 

Mr.  Sternaman  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  and  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  locality,  serving 
as  supervisor  for  a number  of  terms.  His  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  industry  and  honest}'  of  pur- 
pose, make  him  a valuable  official. 

D.  E.  Niver,  superintendent  of  water  works 
at  Bowling  Green,  and  who  for  a number  of 
years  was  a well-known  educator  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  three  miles 
north  of  Chicago  Junction,  March  4,  1856.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  George  M.  and  Ada- 
line  (Van  Liew)  Niver,  the  former  a native  of 
New  York  State,  who  removed  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  about  1840,  where  he  was  married.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  when  the 
latter  was  only  nine  days  old,  and  the  father 
married,  for  his  second  wife.  Miss  Lovenia  Bart- 
lett. They  still  reside  in  Huron  county,  and 
have  one  daughter,  Carrie  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Stanley  Gage.  The  Nivers  are  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. 

After  the  death  of  our  subject’s  mother  he 
was  reared  by  his  grandparents,  beginning  work 
on  his  grandfather’s  farm  when  thirteen  years 
old,  where  he  was  employed  by  one  of  his  uncles 
at  a regular  salary.  The  following  three  years 
he  spent  alternately  at  work  and  in  attending 
school  at  Republic,  Ohio,  and  when  sixteen  years 
of  age  taught  his  first  school,  which  was  a short 
summer  term.  He  then  went  to  Fostoria,  where 


I he  attended  a Normal  school,  teaching  during  the 
i vacations  in  the  country  districts,  and  in  this  war- 
supporting himself,  and  at  the  same  time  acquir- 
ing a sufficient  degree  of  mental  discipline  to  fit 
him  for  taking  a place  among  the  educators  of 
this  great  State.  His  first  work  in  a department 
school  was  at  New  Stark,  Hancock  county,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1879,  after  his  graduation  from  the 
Northwestern  Ohio  Normal  University,  at  Ada, 
Ohio,  he  was  made  principal  of  the  public  schools 
at  Nevada,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  which  comprised 
I six  department  schools.  In  1885,  after  six  years’ 

1 service,  Mr.  Niver  resigned  his  superintendence 
of  the  Normal  schools,  and  removed  to  Bowling 
j Green,  where  he  held  the  office  of  superintendent 
| of  schools  for  four  years,  when  he  resigned  to 
engage  in  other  business. 

Mr.  Niver  was  a member  of  the  hardware  firm 
of  Gumming,  Ross  & Co.,  for  two  and  a half 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  his 
i interest,  expecting  to  engage  in  business  for  him- 
self. The  financial  panic  which  at  this  time 
swept  over  the  country,  caused  him  to  defer  his 
plans,  and  in  the  meantime  he  was  appointed 
: superintendent  of  the  water  works,  which  re- 
| sponsible  position  he  at  present  holds.  Mr. 

! Niver  is  a man  of  sterling  qualities,  well  informed 
on  all  topics  of  the  day,  of  good  business  judg- 
ment and  executive  ability,  and  is  popular  with 
- all  classes.  He  was  a member  of  the  city  council 
j of  Bowling  Green  from  1892  to  1895,  and  has 
always  used  his  influence  to  further  the  interests 
of  his  community.  He  is  a member  of  Wood 
; county  Lodge  No.  112,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he 
was  master  for  four  years,  and  also  belongs  to 
Crystal  Chapter  No.  157,  R.  A.  M. 

Mr.  Niver  was  married  July  29,  1S79,  to  Miss 
Mary  Davenport,  who  was  born  in  Delaware 
county,  Ohio,  November  24,  1855.  They  have 
one  child — Clair  E. 

James  F.  Byrne.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Maumee,  May  3,  1844,  and  is  the 
I son  of  John  and  Esther  Byrne,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Queens  County,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  when  eighteen  years  of  age. 
settling  in  Maumee.  He  was  a whip  sawver  b\ 
trade,  and  was  employed  in  the  shipyards.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  died  in  18S2,  and  was  buried  in  Fort  Meigs 
cemetery.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  -Byrne  were  born 
seven  children — six  sons  and  one  daughter — only 
two  of  whom  are  living:  Edward,  now  living  in 

Ironville,  Ohio,  and  our  subject. 

James  F.  grew  up  in  Perrysburg,  and  obtained 
his  education  in  the  Union  schools  of  that  place. 


